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'53 Convention Initiates 
nchieuement nwards!
MEMBER’ S VOTES TO BE PINAL IN 

HONORING SCIENCE FICTION GREATS

At th e  E le v e n th  W orld S c ien ce  
F ic t io n  C o n v en tio n  i n  P h i l a d e l ­
p h ia  on L abor Day w eekend, a 
new t r a d i t i o n  i n  th e  a n n a ls  o f  
s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  w i l l  be e s t a b ­
l i s h e d ,  w i th  th e  fo rm a l aw ard­
in g  o f  th e  F i r s t  A nnual S c ie n c e  
F ic t io n  A chievem ent Awards to  
th o se  w r i t e r s ,  e d i t o r s ,  a r t i s t s  
and fa n s  whom th e  members o f  
C onven tion  f e e l  have d i s t i n g u i ­
sh ed  th e m se lv e s  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  
y e a r .  This i s  th e  f i r s t  tim e  
i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  S c ie n c e  F i c t ­
io n  t h a t  su ch  Awards h av e  b een  
made t o  in c lu d e  a l l  f i e l d s  o f  
s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  e n d e a v o r .

I t  has long  been f e l t  t h a t  some 
fo rm a l sy s tem  o f Awards sh o u ld  
e x i s t  i n  m odern s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  
w hereby o u ts ta n d in g  a c c o m p lish ­
m ents of w r i t i n g ,  e d i t i n g ,  and 
a r t i s t r y  i n  th e  f i e l d  c o u ld  be  
p r o p e r ly  r e c o g n iz e d  and made 
known to  th e  w o r ld . I t  i s  a 
p r a c t i c e  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  
o th e r  f i e l d s ;  among th e  m o tio n  
p i c t u r e  p e o p le  and th e  m y ste ry  
w r i t e r s ,  to  m en tio n  o n ly  tw o . 
Y et i t  h a s  b e e n  acknow ledged 
t h a t  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  fandom i s  
u n iq u e  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  l i t e r ­
a t u r e ,  and i t  i s  q u i te  f i t t i n g  
t h a t  th e s e  aw ards be  made a c c o ­
rd in g  to  th e  v o te  o f  th e  s c i e n ­
ce  f i c t i o n e e r s  a s se m b lin g  a t  
t h e  W orld C o n v en tio n .

On th e  o p p o s i te  p ag e  i s  y o u r  
o f f i c i a l  b a l l o t .  At t h i s  con­

v e n t io n  w in n e rs  o f th e  a ll-m em ­
b e r  p o l l  w i l l  be aw arded  h an d ­
some s t a t u e t t e s  f o r  o u ts ta n d in g  
a c h ie v e m e n t. A ll  C o n v en tio n  
members a r e  e l i g i b l e  to  v o te .

What a re  y o u r  c h o ic e s  f o r  t h i s  
y e a r 's  o u t s t a id in g  n o v e l?  S h o r t  
S to ry ?  Fan p e r s o n a l i t y ?  Pro 
m agaz ine?  Read t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  
to  be v o te d  upon , and m a il th e  
b a l l o t  on th e  o p p o s i te  page  to  
C o n v en tio n  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  P .O . 
Box 2019, P h i l a d e lp h ia  3» P a . ,  
b e f o r e  A ugust 2 3 th :

CATEGORIES

N ovel ( E i th e r  p u b lis h e d  in  
h a r d - c o v e r ,  p a p e r -b a c k  o r  i n  .a  
m a g az in e . R e g a rd le s s  o f  l e n g th ,  
i f  th e  c o n te n ts  page  o r  th e  
p u b l i s h e r  d e s c r ib e  i t  a s  a nov­
e l ,  w e ' l l  c o n s id e r  i t  o n e .)  To 
be aw arded t o  th e  a u th o r .

S h o rt S to ry  o r  N o v e le t te  (Any 
f i c t i o n a l  w r i t i n g  to o  s h o r t  to  
q u a l i f y  a b o v e . ) To be aw arded 
t o  th e  a u th o r .  (o v e r)
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Fan Personality (What person 
has done most for fandom In the 
past year?)

Professional Magazine (On the 
basis of over-all excellence in 
the past year.)To be awarded to 
the editor, for the entire 
staff.

Cover Painting To be awarded 
to the artist.

Interior Illustrations or 
Illustration ^illustrating a 
single story) To be awarded to 
the artist.

Fan Magazine To be awarded to 
the editor, for the entire 
staff.
Fact Article or Article Ser­

ies To be awarded to the auth­
or.

New Discovery (Author or art­
ist with little or no work pub­
lished before August, 1952, who 
has contributed most signifi­
cantly to stf this past year)

Judgement of the voters will 
be final. There will be no 
qualifying or disqualifying 
judges. Votes alone will det­
ermine eligibility in each 
category. Please describe 
choices fully to avoid chances 
of mistake. Please Include 
name and date of magazine in 
which work appeared, if possi­
ble.

The Awards Committee assumes 
no responsibility for Illegible 
ballots.

(CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE)

OFFICIAL BALLOT
N a m e : M e m b e r s h i p  Card No.____
My choices for the outstanding achievements in the period 
between August 1, 1952 and August 1, 1953 are: (PLEASE PRINT)

1. NOVEL __________________________
2. NOVELETTE OR SHORT STORY 
3. FAN PERSONALITY __________________________
4. PROFESSIONAL MAGAZINE __________________________

5. COVER PAINTING __________________________
6. INTERIOR ILLUSTRATION (S) 

7. FAN MAGAZINE __________________________
8. FACT ARTICLE (3) __________________________
9. NEW DISCOVERY (author or artist)

All ballots must be postmarked on or before August 25, 1953 to 
be eligible. Ballots not submitted on this form will not be 
counted. You may leave some categories blank if you wish. 
Remember you must be a member of the Eleventh World Science 
Fiction Convention to vote. Remember also, to give your 
convention membership card number.
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Convention Committee members
303. H arold Grossman
304. Ian  M acaulay
305. Jo e l  Nydahl
306. Joan O l iv ie r
307. H. H. T eegard in
308. Jerome Mendel
309. John E. Boyd
310. C h arles  H a rr is
311. B i l l  Hamlin
312. Ruth H. Freeman
313. 3am S a c k e tt
314. Paul Fundenburg
315. M arvin Snyder
316. A urie  3 . Myers
317. Samuel P o lin
318. John F. LaBarge
319. F. Edwin Counts
320. H erb ert B abklrk
321. B i l l  B erger
322. Ray C arm ichael
323. S teve Bernbach
324. Louis M eltze r
325. P e rry  N o rr is
326. Joe V irden
327. David W. Hamlin
328. A. B. McLaughlin
329. J .  A. C h r is to f f
330. B arbara Bowden
331. John H. H art
332. Mrs. R. 3 . Brown
333. R ita  R. W ieland
334. Ron Monsen
335. Eugene De Weese
336. S eth  A. Johnson
337. G erry de La Ree
338. Helen de La Ree
339. Roger Needham
340. Donald S p e irs
341. R oberta  Murphy
342. Ingram McCallum
343. Seymour W einste in
344. Roland Dumontet
345. Joyce H olly
346. Joan H olly
347. Anthony de Luna
348. S id Herman
349. R. Solomonoff
550. D. Papayanopulos
351. Dale R. Smith
352. Vicky Smith
353. Lynn A. Hickman

354. C aro l Hickman 390.
355. Douglas Hickman 391,
356. James Dunn 392.
357. David E h r l ic h  393.
358. J .  K. Bach 304
359. E l l i s  T. M il ls  395.
360. John Newton 396.
361. R. Schoonmaker 397,
362. F alcon  P r in t in g  398.
363. K a th e rin e  Jacoby jqg ,
364. S. J .  S erxner 4oo.
365. Len Udowitz 401.
366. H arold  W right 402.
367. Joan Hausman 403.
368. Dave O liva 404. 
***«****«IM*«***MM 405.
* CONVENTION HOTEL * 406*
* RESERVATIONS NOW * 407.
* BEING ACCEPTED!! * 408.
* * 409.
* Use th e  s p e c ia l*  410.

P e te r  B. C larke 
R obert Coulson 
Eugene L ipow ltz 
S a lly  L ipow ltz 
James T au ras i 
Vernon Jaques 
Cosimo Cippone 
F . C. Brown 
P .J .  S e a r le s  
Roland P re v o s t 
Nan C assidy 
D. Sharp 
R obert De Jongh 
Mrs. A. A rcher 
M artin  Gold 
B i l l  Hamllng 
F ran ces  Hamllng 
O tto  B inder 
J a c k ie  W einer 
G erold  F einberg  
Menasha T ausner

*card
• t h i s
•your
* fo r
♦ conven tion

en c lo sed  in*  
P R to  make* 
r e s e rv a t io n s *  

rooms in  th e *  
h o t e l .*  

*
* THE BEST ROOMS GO* 
♦OUT FIRST! Get th e *  
•ca rd  m ailed  e a r ly !*

411. A lv in  R. Brown
412. .A rt Saha
413. T rin a  P e rlso n
414. Ed E m shw iller
415. F rank Paro
416. H. L. Gold
417. Evelyn Gold
418. Bob Yenkowitz
419. S te r l in g  Macaboy’
420
421
422
423
424. M artin  G reenberg
425. D. C. Erb

Wm. C hristm an
David B ates
J .  M aurice Swain
C h ris  G l l l o t t i

369. Joan O liva
370. Greg O liva
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378. Nancy Kemp
379 - - -  -
380
381
382
383. Ted S e r r l l l
384. E lean o r Lockwood**1 * Ed Addeo
385. Jean  L. Moore **2 to  449: names n o t
386. C raige  Snader ye t  , ,
387. James E. Gunn *50. John S id e l in g e r
388. Edward Zimmerman*^1 *
389. Ja c q u e lin e  Rose *52. Buddie McKnlght

George V iksn lns 
T. L. Sherred  
Ken S la te r  
A .L. Lopez 
F ------------------------
C h arles  V. DeVet.y®*- 
E a r l Kemp

H. M abakowski*26.to 433: names n o t 
" subm itted  

P at Jones 
Ed Thomas 
Ben Levy 
Joseph  Wrzos 
J u l iu s  Unger

J o e l  B. Snyder 
Rhoda G ranet 
John Carm icheal 
W. Carm icheal

434
435
436
437
438
439. Dave Foley
440. C. Galanough

C ont. p .  15
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convEniion dote
by M ilto n  A» Rothman, Chairman

O c c a s io n a lly  th e re  comes a tim e 
when one a sk s , "What am I  doing 
h e re ? "  One s to p s  sudden ly  in  
th e  m iddle o f  an a c t i v i t y  and 
b eg in s  w ondering what i t  i s  a l l  
a b o u t.

This fram e o f mind has come to  
me i n  th e  m idst o f  a l l  th e  p r e ­
p a r a t io n s  f o r  th e  forthcom ing  
C onvention . Now, I 'v e  been to  
q u i te  a few sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n  
c o n v e n tio n s------e ig h t  o r  n in e ,  I  
th in k ,  and I 'v e  been to  number­
le s s  m inor co n fe re n ces  and con­
f a b u la t io n s .  fo u 'd  th in k  th a t  
by now I 'd  know what i t ' s  a l l  
a b o u t.
However, i t  i s  j u s t  t h i s  f e e l ­

ing  o f  h av in g  been  to  so many 
co n v en tio n s in  th e  p a s t  t h a t  
makes me s to p  and wonder j u s t  
what new p le a s u re  I  can  g e t 
from  th e  n e x t c o n v e n tio n . Are 
we go ing  to  r o l l  along th ro u g h  
th e  tim e-w orn r u t s  o f  ty p ic a l  
co n v en tio n  program s, o r  a re  we 
going to  s t r i k e  o u t on some new 
and e x c i t in g  p a th  t h a t  w i l l  
make even an o ld  h a s-b e e n  l ik e  
me s i t  up and ta k e  n o t ic e ?  This 
i s  one o f  th e  m ajor problem s 
th a t  concerns me as chairm an o f 
t h i s  c o n v e n tio n .

A nother problem  i s  even more 
b a s i c .  I t  g e ts  r ig h t  down to  
th e  ro o t  q u e s tio n s  what i s  i t  
a l l  about? What i s  th e  purpose 
o f a sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n  co n v en tio n  
in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e ?  I  ask  t h i s  
q u e s tio n  in  the l i g h t  o f  com­
ments th a t  have been  made by 
many o f the o ld e r  fa n s  d u rin g  
the p a s t  y e a r .  They g e t  th e  
f e e l in g  t h a t  maybe th e  conven­
t io n s  a re  g e t t in g  too  b ig .  I t ' s  
h a rd  f o r  them to  have a good 
tim e because th e re  i s  too  much 
c o n fu s io n  and to o  many p e o p le . 

Some have gone so f a r  as to  
su g g e s t t h a t  perhaps we should 
aim a t  making th e  conven tions 
sm a lle r  and b e t t e r  in s te a d  o f 
th e  u s u a l  b ig g e r  and b e t t e r .  
They q u e s tio n  w hether i t  i s  
p o s s ib le  to  make a conven tion  
b o th  b ig g e r  an d b e t t e r .

At th e  p re s e n t  time i t  appears 
t h a t  we have no c h o ic e . The 
co n v e n tio n  i n  P h ila d e lp h ia  is  
go ing  to  be no sm a lle r  th a n  th e  
one in  C hicago, This means we 
have to  work h a rd e r  to  make i t  
b e t t e r .

These a re  th e  k in d  o f though ts 
w hich a re  go ing  around in  the 
mind o f th e  chairm an . These are  
a lso  th e  ty p e  o f th in g s we sho­
u ld  t a l k  about d u rin g  th e  con­
v e n t io n .  ? o r ,  a f t e r  a l l , t h e  
p u rp o se  <£ a conven tion  i s  t a lk  
— exchange o f id e a s ,  d is c u s s io n  
o f p rob lem s. I t  i s  n o t ju s t  an 
e x h ib i t io n ,  l i k e  a th r e e - r in g  
c i r c u s .  I t  i s  a forum where ev­
erybody should have a chance to  
t a l k .  This in  i t s e l f  p re s e n ts  a 
problem s how do you conduct a 
d is c u s s io n  from  th e  f l o o r  o f an 
au d ito riu m  s e a tin g  2000 people? 
How does everyone g e t a chance 
to  be heard?  T his is not a t r i ­
v i a l  q u e s t io n .
A nother q u e s tio n  th a t  d is tu rb s  

th e  minds o f  many p e o p le : how 
should th e  lo c a t io n  o f th e  f u t ­
u re  co n v en tio n s be chosen? 
There i s  a f e e l in g  among some 
p eo p le  th a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
method o f  e le c t io n  by th o se  
p eo p le  p re s e n t  a t  th e  conven­
t i o n  i s  u n fa i r  and le a d s  to  too 
much h e a te d  cam paigning du rin g  
th e  c o n v e n tio n s . O thers f e e l  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  most f a i r  
m ethod, and t h a t  th e  campaign­
ing  i s  one o f th e  e n jo y ab le  f e ­
a tu re s  o f the c o n v e n tio n , ^ h is  
i s  a s u b je c t  which shou ld  be 
co n s id e re d  v e ry  s e r io u s ly ,  and 
shou ld  be d eb a ted  d u rin g  t h i s  
c o n v e n tio n . The p re s e n t  Conven-
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t i o n  Committee has no p la n s  fo r  
changing th e  method o f choosing 
co n v en tio n  s i t e s ;  th e  t r a d i t i o ­
n a l  method w i l l  be fo llo w ed  
t h i s  y e a r .  However, d is c u s s io n  
o f  the q u e s tio n  may le a d  to  im­
proved methods in  th e  f u tu r e .
There a ls o  e x i s t s  th e  q u e s tio n  

o f a perm anent o rg a n iz a t io n  to  
sponso r th e  c o n v e n tio n s . Such 
an o rg a n iz a t io n  was recommended 
a t  Chicago, and i t  is  th e  p o l i ­
cy o f th e  p re s e n t  C onvention 
Committee to encourage th e  f o r ­
m ation  o f t h i s  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  
w ith  th e  hope th a t  i t  m ight be 
g iv en  name and su b stan ce  h e re  
in  P h ila d e lp h ia  t h i s  y e a r .

I t  is our f e e l in g  t h a t  a l l  
th e se  q u e s tio n s  a re  i n t e r r e l a t ­
ed : how b ig  should  co n v en tio n s 
g e t ,  how can a co n v en tio n  be 
o p e ra te d  so as to  m a in ta in  a 
fee lin g , o f in tim acy  among th e  
a t te n d e e s ,  how can co n v en tio n  
s i t e s  be chosen more f a i r l y ?  I t  
i s  a lso  our f e e l in g  t h a t  th e s e  
q u e s tio n s  should  be b ro u g h t ou t 
in to  th e  open and d isc u sse d  
h o n e s t ly .  T h erefo re  we prom ise 
th a t  s u f f i c i e n t  tim e w i l l  be 
a llow ed  a t  th e  11 th  World 
S cience  F ic t io n  C onvention fo r  
c o n s id e ra t io n  o f th e s e  m a t te r s .  

M ilto n  A. Rothman, newly chosen 
Chairman o f t h i s  y e a r 's  Conven­
t i o n ,  was born  in  P h ila d e lp h ia  
33 y ea rs  ago. He s tu d ie d  a t  th e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  P en n sy lv an ia , and 
re c e iv e d  h i s  Ph.D. in  p h y s ic s  
th e r e  in  1952. At p re s e n t  he i s  
doing re s e a rc h  work in  n u c le a r  
p h y s ic s  a t  th e  B a r to l  R esearch 
F oundation  o f th e  F ra n k lin  In ­
s t i t u t e ,  Sw arthm ore, Penna.

M ilt has re a d  sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n  
s in c e  th e  age o f te n .  In  1935 
he was a founder o f  th e  P h i la ­
d e lp h ia  S cience F ic t io n  S o c ie ty  
and was th e  chairm an o f  th e  5 th  
Irtorld S cience  F ic t io n  Conven­
t i o n  in  19117, and many o th e r  
co n fe re n ces  h e ld  in  P h ila d e lp ­
h i a  s in c e  193&.He has p u b lish e d  
s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  s t o r i e s  under 
th e  name o f  Lee G regor, and 
sc ie n c e  a r t i c l e s  under h is  r e a l  
name, b u t does n o t c o n s id e r  
h im se lf  to  be a p ro f e s s io n a l  
a u th o r .  At one time one o f th e  
more a c tiv e  f a n s ,  he has been 
p r e s id e n t  of th e  F an tasy  Ama­
t e u r  P ress  A s s o c ia tio n , and in  
th e  p e r io d  betw een 1939 and 19- 
lj.9 p u b lish e d  th e  S c ien ce  F ic t ­
io n  D eb a te r, M ilty ^s  Mag, and 
Plenum.
At th e  p re s e n t  tim e th e  ex ig en ­
c ie s  o f  making a l iv in g  prevent 
f a n n is h  a c t i v i t i e s  o th e r  th an  
Chairmanning th e  C onvention , 
t h i s  being  th e  re a so n  th a t  he 
may be a s t r a n g e r  to  th e  newer 
f a n s .  H is w ife ,  D o r i , i s  a lso  
an a c t iv e  fa n — in  f a c t  th e y  met 
a t  th e  P h ila d e lp h ia  S cience 
F ic t io n  S o c ie ty . (In d eed , rumor 
h as i t  th a t  she jo in e d  th e  club  
f o r  th e  ex p ress  p u rpose  o f 
c a tc h in g  t h i s  m an .) T h e ir  son 
Anthony R andall Rothman, b o m  
A p r il  29 , 1953, i s  th e  youngest 
member o f th e  E lev en th  World 
S c ien ce  F ic t io n  C onvention .

M ilton  A, Rothman
For the C onvention Com m ittee.
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I t  i s  w ith  deep r e g r e t  t h a t  th e  
C o n v en tio n  C om m ittee m ust r e ­
p o r t  to  th e  c o n v e n tio n  members 
the  d e a th  o f  th e  ch a irm an  o f 
th e  c o n v e n tio n , Jam es A, W il l ­
ia m s , who p a s s e d  away q u i t e  
su d d en ly  i n  March o f  t h i s  y e a r .  
Vie who h ad  been  w o rk ing  c lo s e ly  
w ith  Jim  s in c e  S eptem ber in  
p re p a r in g  f o r  th e  coming co n ­
v e n t io n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f e e l  th e  
lo s s  o f  h i s  w ork , l e a d e r s h ip ,  
and e n th u s ia s m . No one who knew 
him  co u ld  dou b t h i s  s i n c e r e  
lo v e  f o r  s d ie n c e  f i c t i o n ,  and 
he  w i l l  lo n g  b e  rem em bered f o r  
h i s  a b le  l e a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  P h i­
l a d e lp h i a  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  Soc­
i e t y  and h i s  w ork as p a r t n e r  in  

th e  Prim e P r e s s .

The c o n v e n tio n  work w i l l  go on , 
u n d e r  th e  g u id a n c e  o f  M ilto n  A. 
Rothman, who was e l e c t e d  C h a ir ­
man to  f i l l  th e  v acan cy  l e f t  by 
J im . M i l t ' s  e x p e r ie n c e  as th e  
ch a irm an  o f  th e  c o n v e n tio n  i n  
1947 , and  in  num erous r e g io n a l  
s - f  g a th e r in g s  h as  p re p a re d  him 
w e l l  to  s te p  in to  th e  b re e c h , 
b u t as  L e s te r  d e l Rey s a id  in  
h i s  colum n i n  SPACE S c ien ce  
F i c t i o n ,  " . . . . w e  rem em ber how 
h a rd  Jim  w orked to  g e t  th e  con­
v e n t io n  f o r  P h i la d e lp h ia  d u rin g  
th e  h e c t i c  days a t  C h icag o . I t  
j u s t  w o n 't  seem r i g h t  n o t  to  
have  him t h e r e , "

ht t eiit ioii i i
A d v e rtis e m e n ts  a r e  now b e in g  a c c e p te d

f o r  th e

CONVENTION PROGRAM BOOKLET
R a te s :
*  F o r fa n  g r e e t i n g s  and a d s :  F u l l  p a g e  n | . 0 0

Q u a r te r  page 5 -0 0

#Your name i n  p r i n t  w i th  a  g r e e t i n g  f o r  ONE QUARTER DOLLAR

4»For p r o f e s s i o n a l  and co m m erc ia l a d v e r t i s e m e n ts :

P u l l  page W35.OO
H a lf  page  2 0 .0 0
Q u a r te r  page 1 2 .5 0

SEND YOUR ADS DIRECTLY TO THE EDITOR OP THE CONVENTION PROGRAM :

D avid  A. K yle
300 W. 6 th  S t .  DEADLINE: 10 August
New York 2 1 , N.Y. 1953
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NOTICE!
L ast C a ll fo r  ADS in  the PROGRESS

REPORT

D ead lin e  fo r  Ads in  th e  LAST AND BIGGEST P rogress Report 

b efo re  th e  C onvention i s  JULY 1 s t ,  1953.

ADVERTISING RATES

P u ll  p a g e ................. fcl£
H alf p a g e ................. $8
Quarter p a g e . . . . . . $ 5

Vie w i l l  arrange your a d v e r t is in g  m atter  in  any 
way th a t  you w ish . We su g g e s t  you w r ite  to  th e  
e d it o r  fo r  fu r th e r  in fo r m a tio n .

News and a d v e r t is in g  o f  r e g io n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s ,e t c .  
a ccep ted  at a s p e c ia l  r a t e .

11th World Science Fiction Convention
Box 2019
Philadelphia t. Fa..
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11th WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION

rules
1. The name of this organi­

zation shall be the Eleventh 
World Science Fiction Conven­
tion Committee, hereinafter re­
ferred to as the Convention 
Committee.
2. The purpose of this Con­

vention Committee shall be to 
conduct the Eleventh World 
Science Fiction Convention in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 
the year 1953.

3. The membership of the 
Convention Committee shall com­
prise all members of the Phila­
delphia Science Fiction Socie­
ty, those members of the Hydra 
Club, the Eastern Science Fic­
tion Association, and the 
Little Monsters of America (New 
York Branch) present at the 
organizational meeting on Sept­
ember fourteenth, 1952, and 
such other persons interested 
in imaginative fiction as may 
be admitted to membership by 
majority vote at the next reg­
ular meeting of the Convention 
Committee following their ap­
plication to the Secretary of 
the Convention Committee for 
membership. Any member of the 
Convention Committee may be ex­
pelled by a two-thirds vote of 
the whole membership of the 
Convention Committee.

4. The Convention Committee 
shall meet whenever called by 
the Chairman, but not less 
often than once every two 
months. At meetings, one- 
quarter of the membership of 
the Convention Committee shall 
constitute a quorum.

5. The officers of the 
Convention Committee shall com­
prise a Chairman, a Vice- 
Chairman, a Secretary, and a 

Treasurer, to be elected by the 
Convention Committee. No one 
person shall hold more than one 
of these four offices at one 
time. The duties of these of­
ficers shall be those usually 
implied by the names of the 
offices. If an officer shall 
die, resign, or otherwise be­
come unable to carry out his 
duties, the Convention Commit­
tee shall elect a new officer 
to take his place at the next 
meeting. Any officer may be 
removed by a two-thirds' vote 
of the whole membership of the 
Convention Committee.

6. The Chairman shall ap­
point the following committees, 
chairmen thereto, and other 
officials: a Rules Committee, a 
Membership Committee, a Program 
Committee, a Publicity Commit­
tee, an Arrangements Committee, 
an Editor of the Progress Re­
port, an Editor of the Program 
Booklet, an Art Committee, an 
Auditor, and such other offici­
als as experience may indicate 
and a majority of those members 
of the Convention Committee, 
present at a regular meeting, 
shall assent to.
7. The day-to-day business 

of the Convention Committee 
shall be transacted by an Exe­
cutive Board, comprising the 
four elected officers of the 
Convention Committee, the 
chairmen of the Rules, Member­
ship, Program, Publicity, Art, 
and Arrangements Committees, 
and the two editors. The 
Chairman of the Convention Com­
mittee shall also be the Chair­
man of the Executive Board. The 
Executive Board shall meet 
whenever called by the Chairman
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but not less often than once a 
month. At meetings, one-half of 
the membership of the Board 
shall constitute a quorum.
8. Meetings of the Conven­

tion Committee and the Execu­
tive Board shall be conducted 
In accordance with Roberts’ 
Rules of Order, though, In the 
absence of controversy, formal­
ities of procedure need not be 
strictly compiled with.
9. These rules may b e 

changed by a two-thlrds vote at 
any meeting of the Convention 
Committee.
10. The Convention Committee 

shall continue In existence 
from Its date of formation, 
September fourteenth, 1952, 
until the completion of the 
Eleventh World Science Fiction 
Convention, the payment of all 
bills Incurred by the Conven­
tion Committee, and the dispos­
al of any left-over funds and 
properties.

A NOTE ABOUT CONVENTION RULES 
By L. Sprague de Camp

Some fans have misunderstood 
the functions of the Rules Com­
mittee, This committee's duties 
are: to draw up rules for the 
whole Convention Committee, 
which you have just read; to 
draw up rules for the conduct 
of the Convention itself, to be 
submitted to the Convention for 
its approval at its first meet­
ing; to settle questions of 
parliamentary procedure during 
the Convention; and to act as a 
credentials committee for fan 
clubs meaning to nominate their 
cities as sites for the next 
Convention. The Rules Committee 
has been charged with the duty 
of seeing that all such nomina­
tions are bona fide bids made 
by real functioning fan organi­

zations, and are neither mere 
tactical maneuvers nor hoaxes. 
Beyond this the Rules Committee 
has neither the right nor the 
intention to discriminate anong 
cities or fan clubs or to seek 
to impose its preferences or 
prejudices upon the Conven­
tion’s choice.

The Convention Committee has 
received proposals from fans to 
change the method of choosing 
convention sites; that is, to 
replace the present system of a 
vote by the whole Convention by 
a permanent Convention Commit­
tee composed of representatives 
of all the fan clubs. Some 
cogent arguments have been ad­
vanced for such a change. On 
the other hand some fans have 
written us objecting to the 
proposal. If the subject seems 
lively enough, we may work a 
discussion of this question and 
a vote on the proposed change 
into the program. In any case 
this change, if adopted, could 
hardly be put into effect be­
fore the 195U Convention. We 
welcome suggestions and opin­
ions on this subject.

You will note that the Rules 
say nothing about amateurs vs. 
professionals in the science­
fiction field. We make no dis­
tinction, holding anybody in­
terested in imaginative fic­
tion" (paragraph 3) to be a fan 
by definition. Our problem is 
not to favor amateurs over pro­
fessionals or vice-versa, but 
to get done the large amount of 
work that a convention entails. 
There is plenty of work to go 
round, and we welcome help frcm 
any reputable source.
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SPECIAL
I CITER P L HR ET R R STATOR ISSUE!

Designed by Russell Swanson for the 11th World Science Fiction 
Convention, September 5th,6th,?th 1953

MARS POSTAGE

' f ir st  mar s exped it io n
10.00

1̂.0 Stanps to a sheet
$.50 a sheet; $1.00 U.S.
Currency for both series!
This is a special limited 
issue for members and all 
friends of the Convention

Sheets of either or both series can be
ordered from:

llie 11th World Science Fiction Convention
P.O. Box 2019
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania

Proceeds to help defray Convention Expenses.
Notice: These stamps are for decorative purposes 
only, and cannot be used on the covers of United 
States Mail.

(ommiiTEE 
REPORTS

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
With the work of many pe.ple 

on the Publicity Committee in 
the past few months, and with 
the splendid cooperation of the 
professional science fiction 
magazines and the fan magazines 
alike, members of the Conven­
tion can be assured that the 
11th World Science Fiction Con­
vention has been and will be 
brought to the attention of 
every stf reader and fan In the 
country, time and again. As we 
reported In the last PR, many 
of the pro mags had advertised 
the Convention gratis; since 
then sthers have Joined In giv­
ing the Convention publicity, 
and still others have promised 
notices and ads for the Conven­
tion in the summer months.

Our efforts are now concen­
trated on getting publicity in 
magazines and fanzines hitting 
the stands and malls during 
the month of August. Besides, 
ads, full-length articles have 
appeared In certain magazines 
(cf. SPACE SCIENCE FICTION 
April 1953, articles In the Fan 
column of IMAGINATION and In 
Bob Madle’s columns and arti­
cles In SFQ and DYNAMIC, etc.) 
Alan E. Nourse has written an 
article for OTHER WORLDS that 
hits the stands In August, and 
there will be large ads In both 
OTHER WORLDS and MADGE prior to 
the rush Just before the Con­
vention.Meanwhile, plans are being 
made for the final stage of 
publicity, the publicity of the 
Convention Itself, aiming at 
newspaper and radio coverage, 
and bringing attention of the 
national news magazines to the
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Convention.Particularly new and inter­
esting at the present time are 
the Convention Commemorative 
Stamps, designed by Ruesell 
Swanson, samples of which are 
enclosed with this PR. They 
were designed primarily to 
bring the Convention wider and 
more colorful notice.
We hope they will be seen far 

and wide throughout the country 
as the summer wears on, and as 
the time of the Convention 
draws near.
PROGRAM COMMITTEE

The program is beginning to 
jell. Its form is beginning to 
clarify. Certain features of 
past conventions have been re­
tained as traditional. Others 
have been altered. The altera­
tions are, we hope, changes for 
the better. In a few cases, 
certain changes have been re­
quired by force or necessity.

One major change has been 
made after a good deal of 
thought and cogitation. This 
year we are dropping the cos­
tume ball. We feel that with 
conventions becoming so large, 
a very small percentage of the 
membership come in costumes; 
and those who do just stand 
around and look at each other.

In place of this, and to give 
an opportunity to those who 
really want to put on a costume 
and strut their stuff, we are 
having the skit contest,whl6h 
is described elsewhere in this 
Progress Report. We hope that 
many of you will contribute to 
this contest.
The general form of the con­

vention will be the customary 
Saturday, Sunday, and Labor Day 
Monday. The Saturday program 
will begin at 2JH, with a wel­
coming address, introductions, 
and announcements and the guest 

of honor address by Willy Ley. 
Saturday evening will see part 
of the auction, and a meeting 
of the NFFF, leaving plenty of 
time for everybody to go out on 
the town and get together in 
private parties.

Among other features, the 
Sunday program will Include a 
talk by our guest from Japan, 
Tetsu Yano, a bit of humor from 
George 0. Smith, a symposium on 
Science Fiction as a Career, 
the skit contest, the annual 
banquet, the presentation of 
awards to those chosen by you, 
and diverse pieces of fan en­
tertainment, featuring Theodore 
Sturgeon and his guitar.

The third day will be given 
over largely to talk. There 
will be discussions on matters 
of interest to fans, and of 
course, the election for the 
next convention site. In the 
evening, the remainder of the 
auction will be completed.

This is not the entire pro­
gram, nor is this definitely 
the final form of the program. 
But it makes a rough outline of 
the convention that we are 
planning. You will see that' 
this program tends less towards 
the supercolossal promotional 
aspect and more towards the 
thoughtful, the creative, and 
above all, the interesting.
We hope that you will like it.

ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE
Anyone who has a car and 

wants passengers, or anyone who 
wants transportation to the 
convention should write now. 
To save time, write directly to 
the Chairman of the Arrange­
ments Committee,

Irvin C. Heyne 
272 Trent Road 
Penn Wynne, 
Phila. 31, Penna.
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THE PROGRESS REPORTER
W ell, h e re  we a re  w ith  th e  

t h i r d  PR-— and we f e e l  j u s t i f i ­
ab ly  p ro u d , because t h i s  is s u e  
c o n ta in s  mudi more news o f  in ­
t e r e s t  to  you f a n s .  For one 
th in g ,  h e re  is  your chance to  
s t a r t  p lu g g in g  f o r  your f a v o r ­
i t e  a u th o rs ,  a r t i s t s ,  and e d i t ­
o rs  fo r  th e  Achievement Awards. 
Your v o te s  d ec id e  th e  w in n e rs , 
and th e  Awards w i l lb e  th e  p r id e  
and envy o f th e  sc ie n c e  f i c t i o n  
w orld f o r  y e a rs  to  come.

A lso , any o f you fa n s  who have 
id e a s  f o r  your s k i t  c o n te s t  
shou ld  send your p lan s  as soon 
as p o s s ib le  to  th e  Chai m a n  of 
th e  C onven tion .

A nother su g g e s tio n  has been 
made by LYLE KESSLER, th  e youn­
g e s t  member of th e  P u b l ic i ty  
Committee (and o f th e  PSFS): He 
su g g e s ts  th a t  a l l  you fanmag 
e d i to r s  who a re  p lu g g in g  th e  
C onvention  send a copy of your 
fa n z in e  to  th e  e d i to r  o f th e  
P ro g re ss  R ep o rt. C re d it  where 
c r e d i t  i s  due— —w e'd  l i k e  to  
name th e  fanmags who have g iv e n  
th e  c o n v e n tio n  r e a l  and in v a lu ­
a b le  p u b l i c i ty  su p p o rt in  th e  
n ex t PR.
A nother p ie c e  o f news w orthy o f 
n o te  i s  t h a t  TETSU YANO,a 
young t r a n s l a t o r  and s - f  f a n  
from JAPAN i s  coming to  th e  US 
f o r  th e  co n v e n tio n . He i s  s to p ­
p in g  o f f  f o r  th e  WESTERCON in  
C a l i f o r n ia ,  and w i l l  t r a v e l  to  
P h ila d e lp h ia  by m o to rc y c le . His 
spo n so r i s  FORREST J .  ACKERMAN, 
who i s  h o s t in g  YANO in  Los An­
g e le s ,  and paying  h i s  expenses 
w hile  he i s  in  th e  U .S. S ince 
t h i s  i s  a s o r t  o f  one-man E a s t -  
Meets -West Fund, Ackerman has 
asked  t h a t  any fa n s  who w is h  to  
c o n t r ib u te  to  t h i s  w orthy cause 
send t h e i r  d o n a tio n s  toxFORREST 
J .  ACKERMAN, 915 S. Sherbourne 
D rive ,L os Angeles 35* C a l. This 
i s  th e  f a r t h e s t  any p e rso n  has 

t r a v e l l e d  to  a World SF Conven­
t i o n ,  and we th in k  i t ' s  wonder­
f u l ,  and hope Forry  has a f l u r ­
ry  o f  re sp o n se  to  h is  p l e a .  We 
w i l l  b r in g  you much more d e t a i l  
o f YANO'S t r i p  i n  the  nex t PR.

We prom ised  once th a t  we 
would p u b lis h  a bus and t r a i n  
sch ed u le  f o r  fa n s  coming 
to  th e  C onvention . However, we 
have been d e luged  w ith  yowls 
o f p r o t e s t ,  scream ing  t h a t  any 
goon could  c a l l  up and ask  when 
th e  t r a i n  le a v e s ,  g ive  us more 
co n v e n tio n  news. So we bow to  
th e  w i l l  of th e  p u b l ic .  Look up 
your own t r a i n s ,  and w e 'l l  g iv e  
you more d e t a i l  o f what to  ex­
p e c t  when you g e t h e re .

THE CAR AND TRAIN POOL
M arion M allin g e r of th e  P i1 1 s- 

burgh S cience  F ic t io n  A sso c ia t­
io n  w r i t e s :  "We a re  coming to  
P h i l ly  by t r a i n ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
th e  B & 0 S tre a m lin e r ,  le a v in g  
F r id a y , S e p t, 4  to  a r r iv e  P h i l ­
ly  F rid a y  ev e n in g . Speed, r e ­
l a x a t io n  and fu n , none o f th e  
headaches o f d r iv in g ,  and round 
t r i p  c o s ts  $19 ,00  o r  l e s s ,  de­
pending  on how many come. And 
you have your r e tu r n  t i c k e t ,  so 
you d o n 't  have to  save money 
w h ile  y o u 'r e  t h e r e .  There w i l l  
be  15 o r  20 o f  us go ing  on th a t  
t r a i n - ---- - a  sm a ll co n v en tio n  in  
i t s e l f — so ANY FANS IN OR NEAR 
PITTSBURGH ARE INVITED TO RIDE 
WITH US. Drop a c a rd  to  MARION 
MALLINGER, 73U M ellon S t , ,  P i t ­
tsb u rg h  6 , P a ."

A l e t t e r  from  U, o f Chicago 
c lu b  s a y s ,  "We a re  o rg a n iz in g  a 
c a r  p o o l f o r  th e  C onvention fo r  
b e n e f i t  o f  s c ie n c e  f l e t i o n i t e s  
l i v in g  in  o r  around C hicago. 
Persons e i t h e r  (a ) d e s iro u s  of 
au to  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  to  th e  con­
v e n tio n  o r  (b) d r iv in g  to  th e  
co n v e n tio n  and w i l l in g  to  tak e  
one o r  more p a sse n g e rs  in  a 
sh a re - th e -e x p e n se  p la n ,  p le a s e



PROGRESS REPORT # 5 Page 15

c o n ta c t  EVAN H. APPEIMAN, P re s , 
o f  U. o f  Chicago S-F C lub, 133 
L au re l Avenue, H ighland P ark , 
I l l i n o i s .

SKIT CONTEST
Among th e  f e a tu r e s  o f  th e  f o r ­

thcom ing C onvention w i l l  be a 
l a rg e r  p a r t i c ip a t i o n  by PAN 
GROUPS. To t h i s  end we a re  
p lan n in g  a c o n te s t  o f s h o r t  
s k i t s  or p la y s .  A ll fa n  c lu b s  
and in d iv id u a l  fa n s  a re  in v i te d  
to  e n te r  th i s  c o n te s t .  A sp ec­
i a l  p r iz e  w i l l  be g iv en  from 
th e  A uction  f o r  th e  b e s t  s k i t  
p erfo rm ed . Awards w i l l  be made 
on th e  b a s i s  o f  aud ience  app­
la u s e .

The fo llo w in g  ru le s  w i l l  govern 
th e  c o n t e s t :

1 - M a te r ia l  may be i n  th e  form 
o f a s k i t ,  p la y ,  m onologue, o r  
o th e r  d ram atic  form .

2- Maximum tim e f o r  each o f f e r ­
ing i s  ten  m in u te s .

3 - No scen ery  shou ld  be needed 
beyond th a t  r e a d i ly  a v a i la b le  
in  th e  h a l l . ( T a b l e , c h a i r s , e t c . )

l |-  A s h o r t  resume o f  your o f f ­

e r in g  shou ld  be i n  th e  hands o f 
th e  C onvention Chairm an b e fo re  
August 1 5 th , so t h a t  i t  can be 
sch e d u le d . In  even t th a t  th e re  
a re  more p re s e n ta t io n s  th an  
tim e , th e  f i r s t  ones in  w i l l  
be u sed .

J u s t  a rem inder abou t r e s e r v a t ­
io n s : th e  B e lle v u e - S t r a t f o r d  
H o te l , th e  co n v en tio n  h o t e l ,  i s  
a c c e p tin g  r e s e rv a t io n s  now. For 
th a t  warm f e e l in g  deep in s id e ,  
i t ' s  w ise  to  g e t  th e  room you 
p la n  to  tak e  re s e rv e d  w e ll  in  
advance. The h o te l  p lay s  a c r i ­
t i c a l  p a r t  in  th e  fu n  o f con­
v e n tio n  tim e , and y o u ' l l  want 
to  be in  th e  c e n te r  of th in g s .  
For your conven ience , w e 're  en­
c lo s in g  a r e s e r v a t io n  c a rd , 
which can be f i l l e d  out and po­
s te d  to  th e  H o te l. Do i t  now, 
and g e t i t  o f f  your mindJ
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