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MYRTLE RESECCA DOUGLAS
N

r
An Appreciotion
«ayrtle R Dourlas was born Junc 20, 1904, in rhoeniz,
Arizona. Shce died in tuc carly =ornin of Novcabor

50, 1964, in 2atton, San 3crnardino County, Cali-
fornia. Durin-~ tac intervenin~ ycecars she brourint

the pleasure of herco.sany and tne insciration of

her litc to .any people, .yscli inciuded.

I first kncew of ..yrtlc wiocn I rcccived .y first fan

1ar, tine sccond copy of tuc old I.a-inztion.

Tarourh those first cou. lc¢c of yiars she was a ratasr
snadowy iaa~s to e.

An air.ail postcard fro acker an in wsw York to 1y
Laraaie addrcsss %0 the cffect that tacy're co .ins
back froa the copwcention by trein, and for .¢ to
try to asct thcn at the station. Tinis caic durin~®
Ay su.iacr vacation. lLatcr letter fron hLckisr an ——
taay!'d fotten ofi tac trawin, cven asked a likely-—
lookins stman-erif ihc were e. The snasnsnot ns
enclosed was tnc first tiaic I canwrappcd ..1ss
Duourlas with a paysical veinr.

w6t .yrtle in Chicaro in 1940, Libor Day weckend.
Tacre were so iany pcople et for tac first tiae —--—
Scaroyer, £>-0, aclier .an, Aocklynng, ..illard --=
that all that rcei:zins is tae dove-soft aczory of a

rentle volce, a lirhtly-diapied siile, a ~raciousness...



Later caie tine thaird week of Deecenber, 1541, and an
€i0tional uphcaval. I went to Los anccles to try
to resolve tic iess I'd :cdc of ny berinnin-s.
Lyrtle was nost kind._

I saw 2351 Nortﬁ New daipsaire and the Acker ian
farar’c. Forrie and .iyrtle took ae to a 20vie pre-
dlere and we had suppcr at what I've later deter—
1lned was the Thrifty at Hollgwood and .iestern.
Myrtle had ae read aloud soaec letter she nhad re-
ceived written in nsperanto, and con-ratulatcd ae
on ay pronunciatioh. & pleasant tisec with a nice

pair.
It was in Dcce.oder of 1944 that I hid nad it up to

the eyeballs, wita cold we:ther and hard-startin-
cars and the s.ail-town lifc. I quit 1y job, and
drove non-stop to California. No &Fe¢ was hoie at
= 1 . i P & 1 - e .
628 or 637% Souta Bixel; but .yrtle ansrerad tac
door at 643. She told a1e tasre was a party at
Burbecs!y, and was willin~ to coie¢ alon-. It was a
dlcasant evenin<, and sac was nicc.
Thus beran an acquaintanceshin taat grew to a warn
2cline

on 1y part. Sahe rave idg¢ lessons in msper-

anto; lcnt
1€ ner set of hoaigc-uade flash cards for

lan:uare study; ani ior a while attenaecd a weckly
be-inninr lznsuase course witn .e.
Her backrround developed tarou~a conversation, and

witnh it increasin~- ad .iration. .yrtle Rebecca



Douglas Suith Gray Nolan, I salute you for your
courage and your indoaitable spirit!

(((onlt threc pararraphs))) |
wyrtle was livins with her cousin ..arcia Davenport
(a patent attorney, not tne writer) end ..arcia's aunt
in a rent-contolled apart.cnt waen I arrived iﬁ
1944. It was tae us0st nortaerly of four adjoininc
units on Bixel S;ret, between Jilsaire Boulevard and
tas first alley nortih. Ths site is now an office
buildinr. wnen I first cail.d on her at nocae her
s .a+tl roou was in front, strcet-side, wita a piano,
a double-bed, and one va.l lined wita arazines on
loan froan Acker .an.
I played tanat iano ratacr often.
I ca.e on the scenec shoitly aiter sane and dcksr.an
nad broken us. S8So.e stupid taing about her not
civines u

&

P cirarettes waen he wsked ner to. So I
toox her out to dinner a few tiiles. Our first dinner
date stands out strons in se i0ry -- wnat is now the
Ginza in Little Tokio. A _.iano player, Fletcher
S.ith, was woriing with Cole ian dawkins, and the
floor show included a onc-le--ed dancer, Peg-Lec
Bates. we walked noae froan lst and Los sn-celes
Streets. That nivht_tﬁe first A-boa was exigloded
aakings green glass out of tie sands around

itanafordo.ass



4 little later .y kid sister cu ¢ down to play o rir
in Ventura. Another .icvasant 1c .ory 1s another date
wita ..yitlei pickiny acr u:, « Jre~Freeway drive to
ventura, listening untll curicew and sittine in once
(oa, tney loved .e in St. Jo¢) and the .aoonlit
oceanside ho.eward drive., Sto.ping for o« fow .inutes
to listen to tas breaikers. It would be about 5:30

4. wacn I droppecd ncr at hor nozie, and went to the
nearby clubroo.s for a nap.

The nousing saortare continued acutec tarouran 1945 and
1945. der cousin ..ercia bou-ht a uouse and an adjoin-
ing four-unit apart cent at 42nd 3treet and Ray.ond
Avenue, leaving ..yrtlc alonc in the apartuent ita the
lease. This was a snort-livecd aifair.

wyrtle invited the slan sanack croup fro. Battlc Creex
to be her nouse ruests. Talk about tie cauzel thnat
sawved als nose into tine tent!l

This lovcly person ended up on « cot in the wasar-oda
at tae rszar oi tns flat, waile all desirable roo s were
taken over by aer nouse ‘uests.

Tnc canel eventually coounicd tae wnole tent (so

solly, tiis ay carden now) and .vrtle cnded u: slecninr
on tas front _orcn of .arcia's place. The 1a;azine

wa3t at 643 went back to its owner Ackerian. Tne pilano,
a heavily-built forasr player »iano, ended up in stora-e
with 1y kid sister for scveral years. I an nappy taat

sne heard gfood .ausic froa it sore taan once.



«yrtle called on ..rr. and .rs. Perdue about a ysar
after their aarriare. 8She brournt a wedding

pressent, a set of butcher knives, and we enjoyed

ner visit. ‘The terdues likewise called on .vrile
once at Jaféia's, saortly after ..arcia .isrried

Buck. It was énqtner vds sant zvenin-, inc.udin-
aaxong other thinfs learnin- tnat .yrtle ssuactiues
¢rezat in color...

«yrtlet's last .arria‘e, to Joan holan, is ===—
strike-tAat.

wIls A .ITSe JOoan wWolan called on .r. and ..rs. 2erdue
at tac Daxter address at lecast once. It was, as they
say, a c00d difg., Her last ycars could aave becn
happy, bscause Jonn and shc shared a love for tae
outdoors and a love for tae Audist aove ent; but

I rreatly fear tnat Jonn wolan was a character
entirely too dec.andinr upon tnat sclf-sacrificinc
wyrtle. Tney lived on tae nirh desert area of
Soutnern Caiifornia; water nad to be trucked in; and
I dontt beileve ne ever carried ais fulli snare of

tne uarriace autual load.

I last saw tag living .yrtle in Jctober of 1964,
wien a s..all srroup azade up of ner cousin ro-o, npdward
Dale aart, Pogro's dau-ater Wancy and Pogo's nexnt-—
door nei-hbor .arian, and ..r. 0328 drove out to

Patton State Hospital.



House rules at cfatton liuit visitors to one at a tiae.
Wwe found *nat her brotiner froa Arizona hnhad also vis=—
ited on that Jate, and she was fatirued; so while
warion entertained her saall deughter, Pogo, Hart,
and 520 went to the visitor's waitins rooz. HWhile
Poro was secinr .yrtle 1 toid Hart that our =z2ain con-
cern is for .yrtle's survival and lettin: ner know
tnat others care; énd su-~aested a sixty-~second
naxinaua for our stay. de acceededs

Dain, weyer, I a. clad tnat none of you saw .yrtle.
Sae weirned about 65 pounds —=- up fifteen froa waen
sie was ad.iitted -- and sac was exhaushed. e
chatted, I iissed aer on tue ioreneéd, and pulled
dart awaye.

It 1s ay habit to tarow a little party on the fiftb
Sunday of every aonth that has five Sundays. I did
so arain Noveiber 29th. It did not break up until
after nidnirnt. Strance indeed were tae fallings-—out
of tnat evening. .. It was tae .aornine of Love.ber
30th that it hapoened. |

I do believe taat .yrtle looked at the long way up;
that sine realized taat rceccovery would but lead to
anotaer operation; taat sae said the aell with it

and ‘turned up iler toes. ‘

Funeral services were neld in 29 Palus on Decebex
4th. I notified all intercsted parties that T could

think of. .y telephone bill, which with iteaized



billin. includes the nuaber call;d, tae cate and tiae;
would ialke an intercstin- gxaibit A to tais
apirecilation.

fernaps tairty pecople attended tae {funeral. You

would recornize tae nanes of Hart, ro o, and 0328.

You ii-at also reaeabe. Vodoso and Joan kolan. Soue
of you would reaie ber .arcia, now yclept resinjoro]
Buck willer.,

Funeral services were read b+~ the ainister of a
sglf-reulization t "pe con'reration to whica Joan

Nolan belonrfed and whose services sne sonetiues
attended. Tue .inister spoke of ner extre.e
devotion to others and acr sclf-sacrificing nature...
It would appear tnat the co.etery serves both 29
rol s wnd the neerby co.aiunity of ..crongo Valley.
Tac darive to tone ce.ectery was lons and slow.

Taincs are coniused abosut suca taincs as cause of
death, disposition of the body, etc. I firure that
if anybody wanted ue to know they'd have told ae.

I have a strion- im ression that .yrtle, servinec her
fellow-aan to tue last, left ner body to cancer
r¢csearca. 40y, thien werc we peraitted to view the
body at tae asortuary%

Did thne cancer resaafcn foundation, to which sae

willed her body, per.iit us to ~o tarourld the funeral

rites, and pic. uj tne body later% (Ue did not



stay for tae lowering of the casket).

«yrtle nad a aysterectoay about 1946. Didn't tais
exclse any carcinouaa then presents '

I snall always ciacrisa 1y asc.ory af wyrtlce. ©She was
a rood woaan. If tacre were fault (if this can be
called fault) it was in over-believinr in the

innate coodness of nan. uJyrtle, dear, wherever

you are. tne world is still full of bassads...and nen
will continue to lie to wonen, and wouen will con-—
tinue to believe tnose lies; Wh.t is your real
feelin: about Dr. Stranrelove, and way is 900%
~overkill better than 200% overkill%

Ihe world is richer for havin- nad.myrtle pass
tarouga it. Can any of you bassads (includin- ayself)
gake ta. sa.uie clainf

I aiss you.
—-— 520 07 0328
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Forrest J Ackermnon

What no one else nay bring out, what possibly
no one else ever knew or .ay reuemnber, is why a
woaan whose ha.e was ..yrtle R. Dourlas saould be
known as .orojo (pronounced ..o-rotyo). It is
known that sine was an ssperantist; her son, fan
Virgil Douglas S.ith, was niclnaaed Vodoso; her
cousin rotti Gruay is still rceferred to as 0703
I. Bruce Yerke was so.etiies called Tobojo; ner
fan friend Artaur Louds Jocuel was Alojo; and so it
went in those early &speranto-oricnted days around
LA Fandon.

Wwhy, then, was sae not called .orodof

LN
Because she was suca a super-fan of Fojak
(that's ame) in tnose days taat sne in effect taot
of herself as a feunale counterpart of FJi and hence
called anerself tnc Bsperanto equivalent of .RJ.
as 1f, in En-lisa, she ned called nerself Zaarjay.

Perpnans no one would be aore surgrised than
wyrtle that I aa contributine to a ..eciorial about
her because I nad scarcely spoken to aer for 20
years. I got .1ad at uner about nalf uay life arco (for
purely personal reasons, notaninc to do with fandoa)
and I stayed tanat way. Tae way I steyed with Leney
till tae tiie of als deatu. Tae way I ezpeck to
stay witn ..el dunter and Scott .ereditn. altno it
is not iapossible for :e to overcoue an 01ld en-—
A1ty? in times pust I aave aad bitter feuds wita
Joitlaei., ..oskowitz & rohl, end today we ‘et
alons faaiously. But I doubt that tile will ever
co.ae Wwta Judita .erril; and 1t di d not coae
witin ..or0jo.

However.
I will say tais.

I reaeanber .orojo as tne rreatest fenale fanne
wiao ever lived. Lee Hdoffuzan was r~reat in ner tiae.
Trudy deaken was the queen of Jelrd Tales letterhacks.
Trudy Kuslan was a true-blue actifanne., Eleanor Busby
nas been pernaps .yrtle'!'s aodern ecuivalent.




My fod, I forrot about Bjo.

The next Perdue-~produced Fan ..eanorial you
read will be about tine late FJ4, s_.onsored by Bjo.

Alrirnt, I leave 1t to _osterity to decide
wao was tae ¢reater fanne, Bjo or ..0orojo.

anyway, abouy ..orojo. I taink tacre never wd
have been 50 issues of I.arinctionl! (the oririnal
club or;an of tae Los Anreles ca.pser, #4, of tae
Science Fiction wearue,) and t.e fanzine into waich
it later aetanorpnosed, Voice of the I.ari-hatiom
(Vom) if worojo had not Cut thae .ajority of the
stencils and cranied ofi ..rc tian ner sahare of
copies on tne uaiieo. 8Sihe was & real pro in tae
tysing, stencicrin & uaiiseolns Jepart.ents. an
excellent proof-rcader. and c.ac was a staunch
supporter of nunstojsaragrapainc & .cker.anese, rod
bless her—-—I say, fully conscious of tac fact that
she was an atneist, as aa I.

Sne was a firstclsass trzasurer of Lassfass,
and orobably secretary at so.uie tiae too. Heaven
nelp awe, I forret after 30 years if she was ever
Director, but I wdn't be a bit sur rised.,

Sihe poured a lot of tiuae & uoney & enercy &
e¢notion into tae LASFS. She fourht the cood firnt
in the horrid days waen tae club was being crucified
by tae Knanves (tine Insur;ents, tae Laney gang). '

She collaborated with -e on so.ie issues of a
Fapazine, Novacious, and contriocuted to ny Fantasti-
conclouweration (Gloz). Sne had her own little
Fapazine Ifor awalle, Guteto (Droplset ), a venicle for .
propa_andizin: wsperanto a.on- sci-fi fans. She
was an ex.ert msyoerantist.

She nad a helluva lot to do with tihe publi-
cation of FAHCYCLOgEDRIA #1.

Sne desiined & executea .y fa.ous Vfuturisti-
costuue—-and her own—-worn at tae rirst sorld
Science-Fiction Convention, the dycon of 1939. In
1940 at the first EBhnicon she & I put on a skit
based on soue dialoc froa BHINGS TO COIE, and won
soge kind of a prize. In 1941 at the Denvention
she wore a .errittesque AKKA-nask (fror face)
devised by the tanen young & as yet unknown aaster
filmonster nodel naker & aniznator, Ray Harryhauscne.
In 1946 at the Pacificon in LA, I understand she
crecated a sensation as A. .erritt'!'s Snalke ..other-—-
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I did not ses aner in tais costu.e, being iLl in
bed at the tiue.

She was a vociferous 0 onent of the Exclusion
act.

She oOnce had a controversi.l article published
in Olon Wwirrins! Science Fiction Fan called "I Favor
Fan Feudsi" S -

-

der noney, as mnuch as uaine, nade it possible
for a youtaful fan naied Jollerbochen—--correction:
Ray Bradbury--to ret to taus First .orld Science
Fiction Convention.

Sonething whica I consider to ner credit: I
taink she was pretty .aiffed wita Jack Speer during
tine period wnen he was exsressing hiusself as quite
antilegro.

She introducéd tae ~reen-&-~brown ty.ewriter
ribbon to fando.u.

I believe Stapledon was one of her favorite
autnors, ayn Rand's "Antue." one of aer favorite
works. - - =

She net ndrgar Rice Burroughs & dGuclls.

I understand she was a nudist (not durinr
the Jays that I knew her, but later).

It is very likely tnat sne contributed above &
beyond tae call of duty to tae Big Pond Fund &
Fantasy Foundation.

She was very kind toc the 0ld sci-fi autaor
Bob Olsen.

I think her spscial friends were faul Free-
naf:., Bob Tucker, sverett Lvans; "“Doc" .wLowndes,
art Joquel, Barbesia Bovard, wsalt Daurfaerty, Rray
Bradbury, Rosco .ri-at, Caarlie aornig, Dale dart--
and Bluaer rPevdue, who phoned e & asked e if I wd
care to contribute so.e re.arks about ..orojo, I
really don't have a sgeck of tine to spare away
froa iy professional cou.it.uents but I aave iade
tais tine beczuse I wd be the last to deny taat
wyrtle Douslas devoted a lot of her tine to ie.

Faced with a deadlinc, I have now saild all taat
I can tnink of. She was a real s cience fiction
fanne., That is iy final reaark.






