50 YOU WANT 70 BE A FAN?

an introduction to science~flction and fantasy fandom

DISCOVERY .

Almost the first thing that anyone with a new enthusiasm wishes 6 do, is to
share it with smoone else, And, if your enthuslasm is sclence-fiction or fantasy,
you heve recently learned that there is such a thing as Fandon - on cxciting group
of poople of all ages, occupations, backgrounds, and porsonalities, who have a
camon jnterest in thils form of literaturc. Natu*ally you want to learn morc
about fandaa - when and whero the clubs mcet, how %o receive fanzines, how to pro-
ducec your own fanzine, when the convontions arc, perhaps ovon how to try your hand
at writing scicncc-fiction.

Fans in tho Now York City arca, to whom this information 1s particularly ad-
drcssed, havo tho opportunity to attcnd fen club ncetings almo8t wockly. A wockly
club also nects in Los Angolos, and there arc also active clubs in San Francisco,
Barkcley, greatoer Boston, Chicago, Cincimnati, Scattlo, Washington, Baltinore,
Philadclphin, and Dotroit.

Cludb mootings, if possiblc, aro porhaps tho best way for the nov fan to got
acquaintod with othor fans and bocorc more doeply involved in "fonac" - fen acti-
vitios, Morc cxporicnced fans will bo glad to adviso you about publishing, fan~
nish Jargon; anatour press assoclations, and books and nagazines which you may not
yot have come across.

CLUBS ARE TRUMPS

Fan clubs comc in two varictios: opon and closod, Opon clubs arc opon to all
fons, Closcd elubs, for various rcasons involving available spaco, or a wish by tho
ncnbors to devolop a rolativoly honmogencous group, adnmit members only by invitations

Chicf onmong thc opon e¢lubs in the Now York 6ity area 1s FIBTFA, tho Fodanish &
Insurgent ScionTiFictional Assoclation, FISTFA nocts eovory othor Fridey ovening
at tho apartnent of Mike McIncrnoy, Apt. 5FW, 250 W. 16th St,, Now York, N, Y.

The noxt such ncoting will take placc on 22 July 1966, (Owing to Miko's absonce
at thc MldWesCon and WesterCon, the FISTFA nooting of 24 Junc 1966 will takc place
at tho hao of Dan Goodnan, 636 E. 1llth St., New York, N, Y,) Thorc arc no fornal
prograns at FISTEA ncotings, sinply informal got—-togethers with much discussion of
currcnt fletion and fanac,

Tho City Collcgo of Now York Bvening Scssion Scionco—Flction Socioty, fonilior-
1y known os "Sci-Fi", 1s by no ncans linmitod to CONY studcnts. During the acadenic
ycar it nocts cvery Frlday ovoning at 8 Fl in Finley Hall, at 133rd St. and Convont
Ave, on tho TCNY canmpus, Sci-Fi often has prograns, and once or twice overy scriose
tor thoy show overy chapter of onc of tho old novie scrials. When tho acadanie

: yoar rcsumos, got infornation on Sci-Fi mootings fra Elliot K. Shorter, 512 W,

169th St., Now York, N, Y. 10032 or Frod Phillips, 1278 Grand Concoursc, Bronx,
N. Y, 10456,

Tho Eastorn Seicnco-Fiction Association (ESFA), the oldest fan club in tho nct-

SO YOU WANT TO BE A FAN? I1s published for the information of ncw scicnco-fiction
and fantasy fans, particularly thosc in tho New York aroa, by John Boardnan, 582 1l6th
Strcot, Brooklyn, N, Y, 11218, Additionnl copics for now fans arc availablo on
rcquost. uly 1966
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ropolitan arca, nects on tho first Sunday of cach nmonth at 3 M in thc Nerark WCA,
£00 Broad Stroct, (Takc the Ncwark cxpross bus fran the Port authority Terninal
in nidtorn Manhattan,) ESFL always has a progral, ond there 1s o good decal of
trading and sclling of books and nagezines at tho nmootings also,

Fron tire to tinc attaupts arc mado to form fan clubs at verious univorsitics.
Excopt ot CCNY, thoso clubs have thus for mot with littlc success, Fron tinme Yo
tirio, clubs at Colunbia Univorsity and tho Polytechnic Institutc of Brooklyn cre
roactivatod, Outsido New York, the most sueccssful university fon club 1s tho
M, I. Te Scicneco-Fiction Socioty ("The Misfits"), Rocn W20=-443, M, I. Te, 77
Massachusctts 4vos, Ceapbridge, Masse. 02139, Studonts frai othor collogus in the
zroater Zoston aroa are also weleaie,

' The nost notablo record of continuity has bcon sct by the Los ingelcs Seionco

Fantasy Sociocty, which has hold over 1500 wockly ncctings since its founding in
1934, in the carly days of fandorm, LASES mcets cvery Thursday cvening at 8 in tho
Silverlakce Playeround Gymnasiur, Silverlake & Van Pclt Sts., Los angolcs, Calif.
isnother active club is thoe Washington Sclcnec-Fiction Lssceiation, vwhich nccts on
the first, third, and fifth Fridays of cach nonth at 8 FM at thc hauo of Miss e
Cullon, 7966 W, Bcach DIrive N, W., Washington, Ds Ce Mcotings arc usually quitc
informal.

If you arc Just getting startoed in fundom; and wvant to know whether a fan club
neccts ir your town, get in touch with a local fon fran tho National Fantesy Fan
Fcderation nonbership list (we?ll get to this in just a ninute) and find cut vhat
he or she nay know,

Closed~ncanbership clubs arc not as difficult tc get into as the noric scundss
iny rcoasonably well=bchaved Zon who is Intreduccd by o nembor stends a good chence
of joining, The Fanoclasis ncet at tho hone of Tcd White, 339 49th St., Brocklyn,
N. Y. 11220, or altcrnatc Friday nights., (Fanoclasts nicct or those Fridays when
FISTFA docsn'te The next ncetirg at Ted's is on 29 July 1966.) Fanoelast nootings
arc also quitc infornul, and devoted to convorsation, Sincec nany of tho Fanoclasts
arc aspiring writors; and sac likc Ted have been published, the sonversation often
takes up tho tcchnieal side of writing and sclling., Fanoclaosts has bogotten o
daughtor group which nicets cvery other Tuosday to discuss works in progress,

The Tmnariens ricct on the third Scturday of cvery nmonth at 8 PM at the haie of
Frank Diotz; 1750 Jalton Ave., Bronx, N, Y, 10453, Maibers nay bring gucosts without
advanece notificatign. The progran is usually a porody of parlianentary proccdurc,
£ollewed by coffce, cakc, and pokor, Conversction about scleonco~fiction and fen-
tasy is squeczod into taipor~1l interstices during all this,

"WIDER 4ND TIDER OUR CIRCLE EXPANIS,..,"

One of the most useful things for a new fan to acquire 1s membership in the
National Fantasy Fan Federation ("NFFF", or "N3F"). You will receive, along with
two “imonthly publications (Tightbeam end The National Fantasy Fen ("TNFEF")),
various "fandbooks" on such aspects of fandom as publishing, the emateur press
associations, and fannish jargon., One year's membership should be sufficient,
since aside from these perquisites of membership N3F has little to reccmmend it.
NAF ' membership is $2.00 from Janie Lamb, Route 1, Box 364, Heiskell, Tenne 37754
One of the things you will get 1s a membership list whish will onable you to get in
touch with other fans in your area,

N3F membership will put you in touoh with Seth Johnson, 339 Stiles Ste, Veux
Hall, N, J, 07088, Soth is one of the mcst indefatigable correspondents in fandom;
and has given help and encoursgement to numerous neofanse. His Fanzine Clearing
Housc will furnish you, for $1,00, with an assortment of rocont fanzinos, This will
also put you in touch with othor fans, and give you some help if you plan to do your
own publishing,

Aside from the smatour pross &ssociaﬁions; N3F 1s the only natlonwidc genoral
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fan groupe But thore aroe soveral spcclal-intcrest groups, which havo thelr own
publicatlons, and which conduct national or local mectings as announced in those
publications. Some of thesc aroc:

The Hyborian Legion (swordplay-and=sorcory fiction), George Scithers, Box
QlZO—Air, Ghicago, I1l, 65390, The Hyborian Leglon publishos an excollent fan-
zine, amra, which 1s 8 issues for $2,00 fram thc seame addross.

Tho Surroughs Bibliophiles (Edegar Rice Burroughs fiction), Vorn coriell,

8657 Locust St., Kansas Clty, Mo. 64131, The Biblicphiles publish 3 EHB fan-
zines, and can refcr you to. soveral others, Write for details.

The Tolkien Soclety of America (Lord of the Rings and other Tolkien works) ,
Dick Plotz, 159 Marlborough Rd., Brooklyn, N. Y, 11226, Now York members meot
appreximately quarterly at this address., Mambership is $1,50 per ycar, which in-
cludes 2 publications.

The Gemos Buroau began as a N3F departmont for people intercsted in board
games, The Gomeasman 1s publishod guarterly by Don Miller, 12315 Judson Rd,,
Wheaton, Mde. 20906, at four issucs for $1.00, Thc Games Burcuu also publishes, at
a moro frequent rate, The Gameslebtor. In addition, scme of the morc widely played
games such as chess, fairy chess. and Diplomacy havo Gomes Burcau bulletins of
tholr own,

Diplomacy, a war board game invented by Alan Calhamer, has developed a fandam
of its own, and the postal play of the gamo involves almost o hundred pcople. The
game boord is a map of 1914 Furope, and the players cach take one of the powers of
tho time, Therc is*no clement of chance, and allianccs may bo mado and broken ot
%111, The gome londs 1tsclf casily to being playod by mall, und same playcrs cam=
posc clahorate press relcases to go with thelr moves, Tho oldost postal Diplomacy -
fanzine is Graustark, which is 10 issues for $1.,00 from John Boardman, 592 16th St.,
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11218 A dircctory of postal Diplomacy bulletin appcars in The
Ganesman #3, _ .

he Writers! Exchange, anothor N3F offshoot, 1s a new organization designed to
holp' fans who want to writc professionally, Its bulletin, Wlzard, is 4 issues for
$1.00 from Alma Hill, 463 Park Dr., Bosion, Mass., 02215,

Conmle book fandon 1s regarded as a disroputable suburb of sclence-fictlon and
fantasy fandon. Still, there are a substantial number of fans engaged in collcct=
ing, selling, trading, or criticizing coniles, Thoy will get togother for a ComiCon
In Ncw York on 23-24 July 1966 at. the Park Sheraton Hotoles Advance registration is
$3450 from John Bemson, 207 W. 80th St., Now York, N. Y. Further information akout
condes fandon may bo obtained from Don and Maggle Thompson, 8786 Hondricks Rd.;
Mentor, Ohlo 44060,

THE CON GAME

Tho First World Scionos-Fictlon Gonvcntion was held in Now Ycrk 6lty in 1939,
‘Evor since, oxcopt for the wur ycurs fans have got together every Labhor Day weok=
end for WorldCons. The 24th WorldCon will take place in Clevelond on 2-5 Septcon~-
ber 1966, Manbership is $2.00 {$3.,00 1f you plan to attend) from Ben Jason, 3971
BEe 71st St., Cloveland, Ohio 44105. The Con hotel is the Sheraton-Clevcland, 20
Public Square, Clevoland, Ohio 44101,

WorldCon progrums are generally packed full of intercsting iterms: talks hy
major writers, cdltors, and publishcrs of s~f (thls year's gucst of honor is L.
Sprague dc Carp) ; panel discussions on the currcat stote of s~f; nestings of
special~fandori groups such as the Hyborian Legion and tho Jurroughs Bibliophiles;
auctions and sales booths; an art show at whieh cxcellont material regularly op-
pecars; a banquet at which the annual "Hugo" awards will be presented; o costune °
ball; ond numorous parties and other opportunitics for infornally neeting pcoples
Spceific Informotion on the Cleveland WorldCon appcors in the progress report
which will be sent you 1f you join.

The site of noxt yoar's WorldCon will be voted on in Clovoland, Sincc 1967 is



4

the East's turn for the TworldCon, & spirited contest is now under way cnong fan
groups in New York, Baltimore, Boston, and Syracusc.
In addition to the WorldCon, rogional conventions arc hcld throughout the ycars

Chilcf anong theso are: : 3
The ESFA Open Mocting (ESFAcon) is held at the Newark WICA, 300 Broad Stroct,

on the first Sunday of overy Fcbruary.

Tho Boskonc takes place in Boston, on or noer the first weckend in Mareh,

The lunaccn and thc Eastercon arc the only overlapping pailr of cons in fane
dor, Both takc pleco in New York on a weckend in the nlddle of 4pril - the Eastor-
con is sponsorcd by thc Fanoclasts and FISTFA on Frlday and Saturday cvenings, and
the Lunacon by the Lunarisns on Saturday and Sundcy aftcrnoons, Tho cons arc liko
thelr paront clubs; thc Eastercon 1s highly informal, while the Lunecon has pro-
grans alnest os good as tho TorldCon,

The Disclave 18 put on by Washington fenden, with able assistance fran Balti-
norc, about the sccond - weckond in May, It takcs plaso in a Washington motol
if one can be found that it wasn®t kickod out of latcly. By repute one of the wil
dor of the rogional cons, it consists of a party far into Friday night, o progran
on Saturday afternoon, another party far into Saturday nisght; and recuperation on
Sundaye

. With the ecaming of swmor the Eost takes a rest, and rcgional cons in other
parts of tho tountry got startods They begin with the MidWestCon in Cincinnatl on
the last wockend of Junc; sone castorn funs just kecp golng after that one to take
.in tho Westercon on July 4 wockende I would scy that the Wostoreon 1s the largost
of the reogional cons; liko tho WorldCon it migrates from onc west coast city to ano-
. ther, and therc 1s spirited bidding for ite This ycar it is being held on 4 July
at the Stardust Motcl in Son Diogo. San Francisco, Los Aingoles, and Berkeloy will
be conpeting vigorously for the ncxt one, J

Newost of the regional cons is the Ozarkon, which will be initiated on the last
wockond of thils July in St. Louis. Now York's own Ted Whitc is the guost of honor,.
Con nicmbership is $2,00 to IamGS'Hall; 202 Taylor Avc., Crystal City, Mos 63109,

The con will fakc plaecc at the Downtown Motor Inn, 12th and Weshington Sts,, St,.
Louts, Mo, 63101, A vory active group of young Missouri fons has boon started in
tho past fow yeaors, and this con sounds vory pronising,

A Scuthwostsreon will bo hold on 23-24 July 1966 in the Hotcl Southlend in-

Dallas. vrite to Larry Herndon, 1830 Highland Dre, Sarrollton, Tcxas 75006 for fure
ther information, ZLater in the swmer are the DocpScuthCon and the NorjesCon, in
the regiono which can be inferrod fraa thoir naones,

The NonCon will usually not be found on any of the official lists of roegional
cons, but 1t nonctheless takes place on Labor Day weckend, 4 Nonéon is o highly un—
officicl gathoring of fans who for suaie rcason arc not ablo to get to tho WorldCon,
In 1965, when the WorldCon was in London, thore was a Non®on on ocach coaste

Thc last regionzl con of the yeor is the PhillyCon, in Philadelphia on the
sacond wockond of Novembor. Sinco for cast coast fans Philadclphla 1is contrally lo-

atod it 1s usually weoll ottonded, bring pcople from as far away as Roston and
Chapol Hill. The preograns arc reasonably good, though not up tc Lunacon or Westcr-
con standards.

The noxt question you nlght ask iSe..

EOWW DO I FIND OUT 4BOUT THESE THINGS?

Up~to-datc information about fortheoning conventions, local ncetings, and other
cyents in fandom aro furnished by thc nowszines. Tho goographically necrost, and
best Inforned about Now York ovonts, is Focol Point, published as froguently as pos=
sible by Mikec MecInorney, Apt. 5FW, 250 W, 16th St., Now York, N. Y, Subscriptions
aro 3 for 25¢ or 12 for $1, COy Tho nost rogular of tho ncwszinos is Ratatosk, pube=
lished biwcckly by Brucc Pclz, Box 100, 308 Testwood Pla aza, Los ingelos, Colife
90C24. (Whilo I'™ on the subject I may as woll point out that Brueo is onc of tho
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nojor ganglia of the farmish comunication systens Ho not only publishes a newse
zine, but zlso buys and solls back~issuc fanzines, beclongs to most of the amatour
press nssociutions, and 1s actlve in LASFS. Fyrorr tine to tine he gocs on the war=
path against fandon's Low Moral Stundards, but when he's not in one of these noods
he is one of tho more valuablo nicmbers of fandorm.) Ratatosk sclls at the sane
prico os Focal Point, '

There arc Several regiomol nowszines, of which the nost newsy is The WSFA
Journal, Thils is the bulletin of the Washington Syience-Fiotion Association, but
in addition to bringing the Washington & Baltimore fan news, 1t also has the best
listing of information on forthconing cons, It 1s free with nembership bn‘BFA,
and $1.00 per year otherwisc. Thils newszonc is published biweckly by Don'Miller,
12315 Judson Rd., Whoaton, Md. 20906,

YOUR OWN FANZINE

Naturally, having reezived some of the abcve-mentioned fanzines, and wanting
to say a féw things yourself about s~f and fandom, you eventuelly want to hreek
into printe A fanzine san range from a single sheet cf paper, printed on one or
both sides, and passed eround t¢ ether fans at your club, to major operatioms of
over 100 pages with worldwide distribution, (I mean "wcrldwide" literally; there
are active fen organizations in Great Britain, Germany, and Japan, and scattered
fans as far awey as Tefmania,)

Mimeography ( the method used on this publication) and spirit duplication, or
ditto, are the two most populer methods of fanzine printing, Ditto hus disadvan-
tages; ditto masters that can deliver more than 100 copies are rare, and the ro-
sulting printing is water—soluble and liable teo smear. However, multl-color work
is ensier to print »y ditto than by mimeo, Also, ditto printing is technically
casier, and many neofans toke to it for that reason,

. A3 a new fan, you probably will not harc wezess to your own duplicator, If
you ‘havo the usc of a schodl or business duplieator, er that of o mere expericnced
fan, you can get into the fanzine businesss. Bo sure in get instructions from ano-
ther fan cbout the technieal aspects of printing, including the individual idio-
syncracles of the instrument you may be using,.

Particularly incxpensive matorials for mimcography arc avallable in New Yorke
Pace Paper Co., 861 Pacific Aves, Brooklyn, N, Y. . has 8xll§-mﬁnco paper for«
90¢ per ream (500 sheets), Be sure to got Katono or Twilltone paper, as inferior
brands do not soak up Ink during tho printing proeasss fast cnough to
avold offset, Steneils for Gestetner silksercen mimecogrewhs may Bo This is
obtained at $1.00 per quiro (24) from Mork Shaw Stationcrs, 53 Vesey

Ste, Now York, M, Y. (Call Shaw at &0 7-8534 weforc going down, 0 At
though} they're not always In stoekX.) This fanzino is printed on P Great
papor from Phco, using Shaw's stencils, with a Goststner 120 which E Intcrvals
we bought sccond-hand for $75. R This

That device to the righi is my colOphon, all my publications A Appears
appear under tho "OPERATION LGITATION" lobel, The number below, T To
292, indicates that SO YOU WiNT TO BE 4 FAN? is my 292nd publica- I Inflame
tlon, Smme fan publishers also maintain publication numbers for 0 " Optic
the machines that they usc. N Norves

The contents of-your fanzine may range the wide world, Somes
fanzines limit themseclves rigidly to the critieism of seionco~fic- # 292
tion and fantesy; others dcal with various spocialized fandoms;
sti1l othcrs ore "fondam fonzinos" and deal mainly with tho intornal. affairs of fon-
dom, (Some fans indcod, go so far as to call fandom "thc microcosm", oand drow cone
trasts hotween thlngs fannish and things "munddano",) Theu thero ardé fanzines which
nay have hogun as s~f fanzinos, but havo long sincc gonc almost cntircly into other
ficlds = polities, rcligion, Jazz, otc.

Inovltably, your fanzinc will attract lottors. So, boginning with issuc #2,
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you should run a letter column, Fannish sustom pormits the cditor to break in any=-
where in a lettor and make his own comricnts on the contonts,

Artuork 1s casicr for «m incxpericnced person to print using ditto, ond multi-
colorcd nincograph artwork rogquires ¢ high degrcc of skill, I would rccommcnd
using odd skotches to brock up thc othorrisc monotonous regularlty of the letter
colunn, and try to got rclatcd artwork with articlos and storics,

" Most fanzinos’ aro available for trrndcs, contributions, and subscriptions,

If you usc third-class mail, bc surc that your mailing list is up to date, and

. labcl ocach fzinc "Frintod Mattcer - Rcturn Postuge Guarantcod", This moens that if
your eorrcspondent has novcd, thc tzinc will ho roturned to youe I find that the
postago duo which one must pay in such c%rcumstancos 1s worth it to kccp dcadwocd
off tho mailing list, And, if you movo, bc surc to notify the ncwszinos, or usc
the postcard forms providcd by the post officc to notify pcoplc whosc fanzines you
got., Third—class mall is not forwarded, but rcturncé to the scender at his own cx-—
ponsce So if your fanzine is 1 ounco (10 pages) or less, I'd recamcnd first-
class nail; it only costs 1l¢ a plcec morc. Get domestlie wnd forelgn’ printed
natter ratea fra your post oificce.

If you harvo no printing facilitics, yuu can still cngage 1n fanzinc fanac,
Just becone a rogular lceottorhock, If you regularly cament on some 5 or 6 fan-
zincs, you will be surc of getting your vicws beforc a couple of hundred other fans;
and will nakc scac intercesting acquaintancoships. Most fan cdltors put rcguler
letterhacks on thelr meiling lists without cost,

4tnd, 1f you should doeidc to suspcend publication of your fanzinc for any
rcason, in fairncss to your rcoaders dontt just lct it drift into oblivion. Wind
up cosh subscriptions, cithor by cash payments or by arranging a transfor to soc
other fanzince 4nd lot the nowszincs know that you have ccascd publication, If
you havc nmatorial on hand which you think is worthy of print passa 1t along to
another fan cditor,

-

"I HAD FIVE APA'S, BUT THE DEADLINE OVER THERE- "

Lftor trying your hand with a gonoral eirculution fanzine ("genzine"), you
night join onc or moro of the acnatcur press associaotions ("apa's"),  Thesc ccro in
two variotlos, The oldcr type hos spocific neiling datos, usually four a yoars
Bcforo the malling date, cach mcmber mmst sond a cortain ninimm number of pagos
at lcast to the Officlal Egitor, together with o sufficiont payrient of postagos
Thc OE puts thewmailings togethor, and sends tham out to the naabers, Arong this
typc of apa arc: FiPL (Fentasy inatcur Press 4ssociation), founded in 1939, tho
oldost of tho apa'sj SAPS (Spcetator smatcur Prgss Socicty); OMPa (Off-trails
Mcgazino Publishors! Association), o trans-itlantic apa; N'iPA (N3F inatour Fross
idliance); and Intcripa (o new 3-tinocs-n-yoor ape which trics for intcrnationzl
riciborship), Memberships of these apa's range from 25 to 65,

Then there are the rotary apa's, Chilef emong them i1s the Cult, founded in
1955 = so much so that this type of apa 1s often simply referred to as "Cult-type",
Each member publishes in turn, and to retein their memberships, members must pub-
lish on time and contribute recularly to other members! 'zines, Naturally, Cult-
type npa's have much amaller memberships ~ 13 in the case cf the Cult, and 12 for
its principel rival, TAPS (Terrean Amateur Fress Society). An advantage of these
apa's Js that you don't got hit with 3 or 4 months! worth in o lump, but get a
stcady flow of material, cnd can eomment on 1t while it's still fresh. A disod-
vantage 1s that, for same reason, Cult-type apa's lend thamusclves more casily to
fouds of a'particularly personol naturc.

As o neofal, you would begin on the walting list of the apats of your choico,
Your perquisites ns a walting-lister vary from apa to 'opa. Most members of the
Cult and TAPS print tho comnonts of the walting-list, and sond tham their tzines,
FAPA, at the othor oxtreme, bears about tho sume rosemblance to its woiting list as
the wardroom bears to the engino roaz in tho novye
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Apa membership permits regular dinlog with other fans, on o sanewhat morc ine
timato basis than does genzinc publishing, However, cven on tho waiting list you
should make a contribution from time to time so the merkcrs know youtre clive, One
of tho horrors of apa fans is "aeadwood", and the apa's havo various devices to
ncke sure that deadwood 1s wooded out “eforc it clogs up the machinerys, And, oncc
youtrc in the apa, kcep to your decadlines, Particularly in a éuli-typc apa, ncglect
of deadlines :can work a grecat inconventanee to the other members,

4pa officers change every year -~ or, for the rotary apa's, every cycle ~ so
your bost way of finding out how to join an gpa 1s to ask sameone who 1s already a
member or on @ walting list, Fronm time to timo N3F puts out information about
the current state of the apals,.

THE LANGUAGE

As 1t cntors its fourth decade of cxistonce, fandom eontinucs to develop its
own jJargon, "Fanac", as you may have gathered from those pagos, means "fannilsh
activity", 4s you got further into fanae, you will hocr other such phrascs: "cgo-
boo", "Yngvi is a louso", "artowrk", "FIATWL and FIJAGH"s If you don't have access
to Fancyelopedia IT (now out of print, alasy) or any other fanspeak dictionary, have
no hesitation about amking other faons what these words mean, A nowconler in any
ficld should nevor bo afraid or ashaned to ask questions.

Saao fannish Jargon originnted in stories: "The doorknsb opercd a blg blue oyo";
"The right to wuy weapons is the right to- bhe free" (conctines varied os "The right
to buy wanen is the right to.Wo frec."); "Jots hlusting, Baot Durston,.."; "This iz
the raco that shall rule.--tho Sevagram", Other phrasee origingted withia fandom:
"Broad nental horlzons™ (now chicfly used ironically); "Who sawed Courtneyts hoat®™;
"Thc tower of beer cans to tho moon"; "™™ild ond slightly salty". :

When you bogin reading fanzines, or attending clubs and cons} sono of the con-
versation may mokc you fecl as if you'd bogun a book in the mlddlc, Dont't- be dis-
courogod; Jjust kccp roading or listoning, and ask questions,

FEUDS

Unplcasant as tho topic is, i1t does have to bo mentioned. Scveral tines since
its founding, fandom has resounded to feuds., The first (if you exclude the facetious
"Great Staple War") was in tho lute '30's, when Sam Moskowitz decided the Reds had
Infiltrated fandom, and sct about throwing them out, Most of the people he called
Carmnlsts did get out of fandom - into professional writing and oditing, wherc many
of thom ranein the leading lights of the fiold,

The usuol genesis of o foud is whon sao person or group docides that certain
fans aro dangerous, and try to run than out of fandon, Fortunately for the hoalth
of fandon, thesec Exclusion hcts are usually rojectod by an overvhelnming najority of
fons, In the middlc *40's, a Los sngeles fan triod to purge fandon of pcople living
what ho rogorded as irrcgular soxual lives - this while he hinsolf, though nurriod;
was running around with another man's wife. In the carly '50's a Kansaos fon nado
hinsolf obnoxious with anti-Negro ond anti~Jewish publications, until a Jewish fan
put an end to it »y flying ‘in fron Los ingoles for the oxpross purposSe of boating hin
up. J4nother naster-race nut, Goorge Wetzel, wrote nasty letters to the enployers of
integrationist fans, In 1951 one Russ Watkins sterted a Crusadc to Clean Up Fandoa =
specifically, to get sox and atheisn out of fanzines. In the late 'Sn's; N3F went on
an anti-Corrmnist binge, though of course no genuine Cormnists were evor found in 1ts
ranks. By 1964 the Exclusionist emphasis went back from political to sexual horesios,
and thoy spent over a yoar in a nolsy attaapt to road out of the WorldCon and apa’'s
a Californla fan whon they thought was living an inmoral lifo. Tike other Exclusion-
1st targets, this nan is still active in fandon, but tho pessions arouscd »y that foud
have not ccnpletoly died down., Now fandor appears to havTe returned to political feude
ing; the Cult has Just defcated an attarpt »y 1ts chalmman to expel a Trotskyite
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fron its walting list, 4s it turned out, this fapn confessed to adherence to tho
Trotsky version of Comrmnisn only to soc what tho cffect would be. Not only did
scac Cult nembors try to expel him, but he also found that anti-Cormunist prejudice
in NZF is not yot dead.

Lpparently the only sccurity agalnst spch destructive fouds is to rcjoct any
attorpt to throw anyone out of fandon, cons, or fannish organizations, no matter
how you nay object to their belicfs,

Apart fron these, thore arc tho porsonal fouds, botwecn fans who rub cach other

the wrong waye Not rmuch can bo done about this,
You will know you have "arrived" In fandom whon someonc declares feud on you,

KUDOS

Evory year, fans mnoko various awords to the profcssional and fan activitics
vhich thoy comsider the most doscrving., Rost known arc the "Hugos", nancd after
the scioncc-fiction pionocr Hugo Gornsback, which arc awarded at tho WorldConse
Any ncenmber of that year's WorldCon naoy votc, whether he attends or not. Rallots
for tho 1966 Kuges (to bo awarded for scilencc~fiction and fanac of 1965) will be
distributed shortly., JAnong thce Hugos 1s onc awnrded for "Best Fanzing', :

The -Hugo sccms to bo the only fan award for professionel writors and odltors,
In addition, there aro scveral such votes for bost fancce Best knomwn of theso for
nany years woas the Fan Poll, but 1t sccms to hevo becn dormant f01 tho past couplo
of yoarse Focal Point also conduets a poll, with voting carly in tho yoar. Also,
rios€: of the gpa's have polls based on matorial that hes appecarcd in thoir nailings.

Tho Eloven=Foot Poll (for scicnecc~flction that you wouldnt't touch with a ton-
footdpolc) oncbles fons to votc on the Worst items to have appeared the previous
year, in various eatogorics of s~f and fanac, This poll is conductcd by John
Boarduian, 592 16th Stroct, Brooklyn, N, Y, 11218, Rcsults arc published in
Knovablos _

British fandon has the nost elaboretc awards, as befits a nation with a non-
archist tradition. Lecading fans orc inductod into the Knights of St. Fantony,
with 0ll appropriatc ceraiony,

Evcry yoor tho Trans=itlantic Fan Fund (TAFF) collcets nioncy cithor to scnd
o European fan to an incrican con, or an pncricen fan to a European con, Contribu=-
tors voto tholr choicc ariong noninatcd fanse In 1965 Terry Corr of Brooklyn won
TL.FF In o hard-fought carpaign in which the Exclusion .ct of 1964 was the najor
issuo, (Corr hod opposed 1t; aon opponent favoring it was dofeated {gnoniniously).
This ycar TLFF had its first German wimnor, Ton Schluock, vho will cttend the
WorldCon in Clcvelangd.

WELL, NOW WHL.T?

Moas® fans arc capable of rctaining their "scnsc of wonder" with regard to
scicnco~flctlon and fantasy throughout 1lifo, 4nd thore is clways scmething new to
bc diseovercd - a mow writer, or an old onc unfanilier to you, © ney perspoctive on
your favorite scicnco-fiction, and new fricnds in fandom, Fanning can be o dclight-
ig} cxperionec, whosc only danger 1s that you may find yoursclf dcvoting too nuch
e to 1t.

"I0 NOT BIND THE MOUTHS OF THE KINE THAT TRELD THE GRLIN'" DEPT,

KNOWABLE, a 3clonco-fiction and fantasy fanzino, is publishcd whenovr possiblo
by John Boardnan, 592 16th Stroct, Brooklyn, N, Y. 11218, It is 25¢ o copy, or 5
_issuos for "$1,00,

POINTING VECTOR, a ncwslotter of fact ond opinion on Just about any topic, 1s
availablo fran the samo addross at the saro pricc and froquoncye.

SCIENCE MADE T00 EiSY, a satirc on the seloncos, is 15¢,.

For GRJUSTARK, a bullotin of postal Diplonacy, &cc pe 3e



