TANDO:E I3 JUST A GODDAW ViiITING ROCK

A M B L E Perpetroted frow the lur szt 7’ Worrell Road, Bristcl 8,
Great Britain, by ARCHIE HERCER for the 40tu CilPA Mailing
18 during the spring or so cf 1964. It is still 4 MERCATORIAL
“UBL_CiTACl. Tngvi is svill a louse.
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"We reckon to met all sorts of odd callers ot G.H. Agscociates," said ir.

Gaudearus Higzinbotiton as he paced his penthouse apartnent. "People who went
to get hold of some money » people who want to get rid of some money - people
who don't know whet money ig even. Only lest week, for exampleces”

To cut a long story short, the caller in guestion was an amateur inventor
looking for backing. lMre Higzinbottow received him with a show of courtesy -
one never knows just what corner the gold haprens to be hidden round. When
he heard the inventor's story, iir. Hip ﬁlnbotton definitely sat up and toock
notices Because the invention wns, if it turned out to be anything like what
was cloimed, a potential winner, It consisted of a simple and easily-installed
gadget thet, if fitted to the engine of a car, would nake drunken driving
impossibles There was a tube coming up into the car's interior with a gauge
that, if a drunken breath was breathed anywhere nenr 1t, would sutomatically
lock the engine. The engine would stay locked until the drunken breath was
taken awey, If it orked, there was no end to the commercial possibility.

It might even be made a compulsory fitment to every car, by law.

The inventor had a working model there with him, and since one of the trave
ellers was in that morning a car was rendily available, It was the traveller's
own car of course « the only car actunlly belonging to G.H. Assccistes was the
cer that Mre. Higginbottom was disqualified from driving for a couple more years
yete But as a loyal member of the stoff the traveller was amenable to the
suggestion; perticularly as he sow the possibility of a few free drinks out of
the deal. So they went round to the parking meter (also a privete rather than
a compeny expense) ond the inventor fiddled about umder the bomnet for z few
ninutes. Finally he stepped back, clcsed it, and straightened up.

"There you are, gentlemen,”™ he enncunced, "She's installed."”

Sp they all piled in, kxr, Hiszinbottom beside the driver (the traveller)
to direct him to a plecsant pub he knew of off Leicester Square., There they
would have a few rcunds on lipe Higginbottom's expense account, after which an
attempt would be made tc start up the engine preparatory to dr1v1ng back -to

Scavengers Yord, And if the engine genuinely would not stort, then the inventor
would have found & ready market.

The traveller preséed the selfe-starter. Nothing happened.

He pressed it again. Ané again. Nothing happened whatsoever excapt
that Mr. Higginbottom looked at him with an accusative glint in his eyee

"You *ve been drinking, Jones," he told the traveller,
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The traveller was fluztorede "I « o1 ~ henestly, Mr. Hisrinbobtom, sir,M
he protestedo "I haven't touched = drop since = er - night before lust. Or =
no, night before last 1% was.”  4nd to thizs story he atucke

"Let ne have 2 (0, Nr. Hizinbobiton,” pubt in the invontor, so Jones the
traveller reluctautly moade rocm for him, standing outside on the pevenent to
watch what hepvened. The inventor pressed the storter, 51ill nothing
happeneda

"I o teatobdaller, Mr., Hipminbotiom," Lie protested in his turm. "Hever
tcuched o drop in me' life, Zr « I Gon't like to mentica this, sir, but could
it be possible that you yourself mizht have had o nipn this morning that's
affecting the gonse?! '

As it he ppenba,ruu Higginbottom hod had a nip thet morning, the scme as any
other mornins, and he wog honest enoush B to ndmib ite The notlon that his breine
chilé nirht react o & passenger's breath as do a driver's had not previously
occurred to the inventor; nevertheless, Hr. Higrinbotton graciously coascntcd
to stand cn the pavenent beside Jone“ w;i‘e the inventor had yeb cnother series
of tries at the sturte;.

Nobedy need have bothered. Hothing continued to happen every bize.

Everybody was besinning to get a bit het up by now. The treveller and the
inventor both peered under the bonnet long and eernestly, but everything scomed
t0 be in cvplespic order with the one exception that the car would not start.
Jones vies dispatched to feten o mechenic from o nearby garage. In Gue ccourse
the nechanic arrived and rechecked everything with ths sane result: everything
worked bax the eniine,

So ultimately there was only one thing to do: renove the invention from the
car agein., This was easy - too easy if anything, the inventor thought. He'd
have to see about making the next nodel ncre difficult to davper with, otherwise
people would s~wnl be taking thex out asain ond we'd be back where we storted -

v
except that G.H. Asscciates ( and orobably hinself) wculd be somewhat better off
in the pocket. He'd have to hzve a 1on' hard look =t this model first, thousgh.
Lovingly he wrapped it up and estored it to his suitcase.

Jones the traveller slid inte the driver's seat again and pressed the self-
starter. The engine started immediatelya

It wvas the mechanic who eventually turbled to the trouble. The invention
worked all rishte Perfectly all risht. That was the trouble. Furthermore,
neither Jones nor the inventor hirself needed to be in the leest bit drunk for
it to worke

theg inv

v ion . oy
. Just so longs as the car ran on petrol, FoRTd ¥k every time, without

faile It was impessible for it to misse

The inventor is now undcrstooa to be working on a refinement of the steam
englneo

—-hn~~---——,\-u—<——-—---———--—a----———-o----

"AGE IS SOMETHING THAT HAPFENS TO BODIES, NOT TO PEOPLE.”"  « Bernice Black
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THZ SHAMNBLZS

PRESHAKBULATORY REARYS  CHPA has novw seen 3G Mailings.  THIRTY-NINE, Im

not 39 yet. Thaat mezns that I've now been in OMPA
for more than a quarter ¢f ny life, John Roles n2bout the same, snd Ron Bennett
even longer proporticnatelyv.. I wonder who'll be the first person to spend half
his life in OMPA % # 48 to the peremmial guestior of Uhat's Wrony With O‘PA,
I've been thinking e right now, I maintein, the wmein thing wrongs with Cird is
that we don't wet a thick VAGLRY in every lMailing.

FARRAGO 3 (Larry Crilly) I'™ not quite sure vhether one shculd blame Lerry for

putting out something that apporently has nc interest
for him, or praise him for fulfilling his pembership obligations despite all.
Several OiPins will probably go into details vhere you're wrong, Larry - and if
you've made up your mind thet you're rignt anyway, they needn't bother.  Thanks
for showing vwilling, anyvuy

OFF TRAILS 39 (OEthel) Ethel, you shiouldn't have volunteered tc do OE for a

second years Not in Vicrldcon years Ycu're a Good Man
and we all love you = but surely one of the Provincizls would have been willing,
if asked? Has everybody been esked? (Nobody 's asked ne, for example = which
lets me out of o dilemma adrittedly, but it would still probably have made better
sense than pushing it on you zgain.)

WHATSIT SEVEN (gn s%%n, Plenty here. The thought of Studebaker's grandfather
DETROIT IRON 5 drilling holes tc let the water through from floor to
BERSERK 1% floor had e laughing out loud « a thing I rarely do
these dayse Studebaker is & Geod Thing - he amuses
one vastly, and makes cue ponder deeply, by turns. The sort cf person it's worth
being in OMPA to meet. # The Ashmolean, I gather, is a sort of museum affair
attached to Oxford University. But it took its name from one Ashmole - which is
a name such as I dig. # is King Haskon was over here 2t the time, Ken, I think
you rust mean Denmerk., £ "Ofay" is generally derived from "foe", a8 in "Igpay
Atinlay"., Another possible derivation (usually ignored) is from the French "au
fait"e £ I den'™ know what the reaction is to my piece on the Kennedy assassine
ation in the previcus issue yet, but I'11l stick out my neck again here and now =
and attewpt to justify it.e In general, the reaction to the =assassination has
amazed me « and continues to de so with every mention of it in CifPA. I was
shocked, certzinly = but not that shocked., I didn't feel (as most of ycu seem to
have felt) that I'd lcst a personal friend cr enything like thet. On reflection,
it occurs to me that this may possibly be connected with the fact that I have no
telly, and very rarely get to see one (and neither do I go to the cinemz)., Wheree
as the average person (including the average fan) is used to having the great ones
of the world in his drawingeroom sc to speak, and daily at that, all I know about
them is what I read in'The Times", and sc the impression of intimacy is lacking.
There's nore tc it than this, thoughs I was under the impression that Pres-
ident Kennedy wcs doing his best to make the world a better place, true. I was
under the same impression about Ike and Trumen = and anm now under that impression
about President Johnson. But they're all still alive, so nobody bothers about
them much. And all four pale into insignificance when compared to F.D.R., who
is vastly bigger than all of them put together, (Yes = I can heroe=worship if
the hero's big enough.)




ilso, I o appalled by the utlter naivete ¢f people vho imagine thet by, for
exanple, chengding Smith Street's nare e Jones Street they are thereby ensuring
immortality for the name of Jenes. 411 they're doing is (2) denying it to Smith,
and (b) setting a precedent for = future chanse tc Rebinscn Street.

Cne place vnere I ncoy possibly have been vwrong, or at lezst precsture, wes
where T assumed Oswald to be indeed the assagsine.. . I see now thoat this is not
necessarily the casee Vhetevor the asscssin'’s ideatity, though, the substance
of my remarks re-nins unaffectsd.

A DETENTION IN '64 - nct thzt I'm likely to octtend wherever it be, but you
can count me o8 beins basicilly in fovour sure encugi. # Under the old QiPi
Constitution, the AE heod (in practice if nct in theory) almost infinite dise
cretion. Particularly when coupled —ith a rubber-stamp Presilent such as Villis.
£ But didn't you say concthing about having an OUTPOST nearly ready tc get off
to Ethel when you got back, Fred? I was looking forward tc it. Or did you
have six weeks ! arrears of nundsc to catch up on first or something?

PROCPASTINATOR 1 (Trizbles) All this talk about postmailing the issue « and it

turns wp in the Mailing after ell. But I've long
thought that California could dc with o matterstransmitter.  iny chance of us
getting a look et the plans? £ That M...bady shop (for clothes, not bebies)es."
curled me ups  Though of course there's o third possibility = a baby shop, that
graduelly grovs up.  Somebody should write a story about ite £ inyway, I love
being rembled at by mes:zed Trirbledorni.

BLETHERINGS 35 (Ethel Lindsay) fctuelly, we caly poy towards the NHS by the tax
deducted frem our earnings (alcng with the Natione
a2l Insurence stamp). The vast bulk of the money still comes from gensral t.xate
ions # "eeeto mentally seore Bruce Burn off my list of people I want 0 kncveso"
But Ethel, surely the vhole point of Bruce's remarks waes that he was trying there-
by to get to know you end Elle etc better. £ I etill heve to think twice before
I can remember vhich was D.H. and which wes T.E. £ I can sing I Belong to Glasgow
with the best (although I den't = belong I mean), but I can't sing Hoybe 1t's

Becauseese Perhaps sonebedy could throw some light on this for me?

LEFNUI 2 (Fred Petten) But Algeria and Tunisia are not Bast - they're South.
Of if they're East, then so ie the whole of Hurope,
which is ground zerc for traditional orientation in the first place. # Has
the title anything to co with the difforence between o "leftenant" and a "looe-
tenent" perhaps? £ Good ranmblings, cayvwaye. And Bthel « can't you make the
obvious distinction between "imericaons" nad "Californiens" ?  Ifve been making

it for yearse)

MORPH XXXIV (Jchannes Roleur) Vell, the wind in the trees, the laughter of

heppy children and the vop of a cork from a
bottle are music to sone pecple. (Nct necessarily to me. Not at all, I
suspect, tc Holbrand Yash, Mrs, Grace Turlang, or Stanley Purcell,) To other
people, tco, they're not so much rusic es poetry, end therefore probably can be
written dovine Thowd: offhand I'm not guite sure just nhow. # Cheddar cheese is
made, if not within the ae¢tual Chedder parish, at least in the neighbourhood
still. 411 over tHe world too of course. # Despite the off-putting micro-elite
(which I therefore haven't read), still en issue of unusual interest John. Neater
than it has been, too. (Tidier-neater, not undiluted-nester.) The "labelling"
biz for instance.




BIG DE:L 5 (Dave Hale) Tou uhculﬁ nsk Moorcock sbout MeCcll some time. A

Lt first 1 thousht thot ilen Burns was responsible for
the Fscldtt thing, uatil the cuthor erid he was & 3ccte Scots we hove a=plenty
- but they 11 1live in Lxdciq ncw:ﬂﬁys.

BINARY 101 (alieged) (Joc Pitriddio)  (The "2" ic 2 very ine-;roupish reference,
vhiel is poussibly menningless to everybody

else in OLPA, irn case wiyledy vas wonfering,) £ Zut ¥hy shculd o socialist be

expected to arrue o.ninst snerice end o conservative tc a argue for sfmerica? I

would expect each tc crrue for cne zide of hmerica and against the other side.

£ Bruce may misquote Burns, but you mis-spell "Britennin" sc therc. £ At least

one cen laugh ot the Beetles, which is more than con be said for Sinatra-types.

SOUFFLE 7 (John Mae Baxter)

Ga =2

iusic was made bhefore notation was invented.

meic is still made by illiterates, Not simply
in the jazz field, either. # ‘eide fron the films and the fiction (neither of
vhich is for me), there's a surprising amount of interest in this. I think you
are beccming wellover, toc, John.

AVBLE PIE ERG 19 (ferr: Jeeves) BIN ONPF 2 (Cclin Freeman)  BURPI 22 (Ron
Beanett) All these were enjoyed, particularly tuc halling ccrsazentss

And unless any more postnailings arrive veryshortly, that's 211 this tine.

Glad, anybody? )

! I'LL DO IT I SIX PAGES YET !

FALOUS FREDE NO. [IVE

FREDERIC RIEMINGTON
(1861 ~ 1909)
Peointer of the Yest.

Despite some exten-

sive checking, the
nzme of the Indian
renains unknowne.

I>lo and text by
Jin Cavrthorn.

(Incidentally, al-
theugh it had not oc-
curred tc e before,
it is now obvious
that my hitherto
anonyrous Remington
Travel-Riter Deluxe
has reelly been named
Fred all along., AM)




01T IT MaAY CONCERM:
I, ARCHIBALD HINRY MERCER, LIVE AT (0 VORRALL ROAD, BRISTOL 8.
"WORRALL" = V/g0esdouble-~Roi.double

of the road The Lerd Zoyor of B
the same if aqybody acks them.

L. = is the only ccrrect way to spell the naume
ristol ond tho loenl Heod Postmaster will say

s Vi@ firct I moved to this address, the trouble thatl

I was letting nyself in oz Ouivls seens to be at the se t of most of it -~ first
somebody drcpped an "l" orl tue end, now the "al hoe mvutériously become an "e,

and the result keope ﬁv"ﬁﬂrlng oz Wiorrel®, I den't know how nmuch further this
rrocess caa saicly be taken, but it's begimming tc worry ne. (Forry Road perhaps?)
Already Ifve hai onc letber uddressed to we at "Wirral Roed" (from s non=~CiiPin,

Little aia T le lise

(=3
incidentully though) . I received tnat one OK, Vhat, I'm wondering, about the
nes that got lebelled (for instance): "Sorrel Koad", "Barrel Road", "Worizall Road",
and so ¢n? Perhaops it hesn'™ got that bad yet. If it has, thouﬁn, then they've
never ot thrcuzie

Se I voulh be cbliged if everybody would lock up thair records (if any), and

neke sure that my address is as stated above, viz., 70 WORRALL ROAD, BRISTOL 8.

Thank you, Ethel,
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THE HIGGINBOTWOM HYMN A COUPLE OF KONTHS #GO, I dis-
: covered = way to creaste nore free
Gandeamus Higdinbot time, I stopped reading,

Talks. about hinmself =
Blind acceptence is o foult

; It worked, too, I sorry’
Take hin with o »inch of salte I dién't think of it before, I
If his ycads you aust ccllecty, con recommend ite
Be extremely circumspect,
Contenpleting every sincle word, And that's why there isn't

And discountins much of vhat you've heard. zny Ledir this issue, children,

W st G S S n PP Em em EE G WR et WS A = em = SE R e em M ap e M em W M @ W en T e W G S G e - -

DON'P LOOK NOW = but this is Page & of AMBLE 18, and I haven't got anything else
I particularly wont 0 says This ie unprecedented, not to mention altogether
unhearé of, .Avpart frca thet, 1t's never been known to hapren before.  Perhaps

-,

it's a good cmen for the future = who kncws?

I strongly suspect that if I was fc leave this issue open for a week or
three, AMBLE 18 would start climbing again. So I won't. I'11l be ruthless,

(Go awzy, Ruth.) I'11 close it off, duplicate and assemble it and get 1t in the
post to Ethel,

Mesnwhile, what of A#BLE 19 ? The world wetches with bated breath. Will
it still be six pages? Or four, or zero even? Or something ridiculous like
fifty or something? VWatch the Mailings, filks. AY (23 March 1964)

~



