IF RAY BRADBURY DID NOT BEXIST, IT VOULD BE NECESSARY TO INVENT RON BENNETT

AMBLE Perpetrated from whe lur at TC Vorrull Read Bristol 8 Great Britain
by ARCHIE MERCEF for the 4lst OMHPA Mailing during the summer or so
19 of 1964, %+ hags herefore no choice but to be A WERCATORIAL PUBe

LICATION, NOL has Yagvi any choice but to be a louse,

WRECENTLY A FRIEND of mine," so Mre Goudeamus Higzinbottom informed me (and you
are at liberty tc believe him or not os you wish) "had occasion to make a rail
journey to the north somewhere. He chanced to arrive at the London terminus =
Pnddington or Victoria or somewhere, I forget which - & couple of hours before his
troin was due tc depart, and wandered out into the nearby viecinity to kill a bit
of tines

"Rinding himself stonding outside a newsagent®s or something with an adyerte
isement board in its window, he idly scanned the cards. Accomodation to let or
wanted, articles for sale or offered, all the wsual. Inevitably his eye was
attracted to a neatly typed card about half-way dovm one side of the board, It
read somewhat as follows:

M A S S A G E

FOR
M E N

by experienced
lady practitioners

open every evening

only five minutes'
walk frono here

appointments nade
on the spot

Then followed on cddress in a nearby streets Now he came to think of it, ay
friend did feel o bit joded, and as he was not at the time short of ready cash, '
it occurred to him that he cculd do worse then to avail himself of the facilities
8o conveniently offereds So along he duly went,

"His ring vas answercd by an elegant middleeaged women Wearing a long enbroide
ered housecoat, vho greeted hin profusely, addressing him as "sir" « 23 of course
was only his right « and informed him that the fee for an hour's while-youeswait
treatment would be five guineas. This was more than ny friend had expected to
be asked to pay, but having got this for he didn't feel like backing out, so he
handed over the requigsite sun = forgetting as it happened to ask for a recoipt
and was told to updrese in o small room and then go through a door on the far side
when he was ready,

"Stripped to the buff egcept for his money=belt, my friend passed in due
course through the door indicated to find himself in a larger room containing not
much more than a sort of waistehigh couch affair and two attractively muscular
young women cled alike in tuoepiece bathing costumes, This found him somewhat at
& lossy inasmuch as he had been expecting only one « and he said so. One of the
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wonen winked at him, Wou poid for the flve-guinca treutment, gir, é&%dn't you?'
she asked, ¥Then ycu're : ntﬂtled Yo tvwo of us So ny friend nrugged and
docided to let things hee

ne of the wozon aslked him to lic dowm on the couch affairy, so he clambered
on to it ond strotched hingelf at full length ~ vhereupon the women went to work.
One of them held hie choulders while the other started vigorously pummelling his
abdomen, Hy friend promptly protested at this treatment, and when his protest
scened wnavailing he followed it up with a brisk bhit of leg-work. His torso's
foir asgailant just cos promptly belted hinm hard in the solar plexus knocking all
the wind out of him, ond continued with her punmelling operations,  After & few
ninutes of thic, they heeved hin over on hig belly anc started on his back.
Feebly he wa vad his arms and lege chout = but any sign of aggressiveness on his
part only resulted in further sclareplexar treatment, and he soon discovercd that
it was easier to let the vwomen have their will of hin, He lost all count of
time, thoush he afterwards discovered that they hadn't cheated him out of a minute
of the hour hc'd paid for « he only wished they hades For a full hour, then, ny
fricnd ondurcd the tortures of the demmned. Then suddenly a bucket of icy water
was deshed over hinm - and higs tizc was upe  The women helped him to his feet and
rubbed him dowm with o large bathetowel, leaving hinm in the changingeroon tc get
dressed againe

70n the way out he was greeted by the housecoated woman agein, who smited at
hin politely anc remarked that she hoped ho'd come another time, Fuzing but
powerlessy he walked out without a words KRecovering in the privete bar of a
nearby public house, he put the 1lid on everything by missing his train - and there
wasn't anothor one till morning. He was wost indignants And I quite agree with
hin, ‘oo,

"I nean « that gsort of thing's taking ono's money under feolse pretences.”
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THE LAIR: ACQUISITIONS

A

BAKER, FRANK : THET BIRDS This ic the story I menticned in AMBIL 7. It has
recently been issudd as & paperback, inspired ape

parently by the success of the Hitchcock film of the du Maurier story of the same
ornithological nane = though it claims to have been writiten first. It is a
"catastrophe” story, though fantasy rather than of inaspuch as the civilisatione
deshraying "birds" orc not real birds ot ell bub each bird bears g nystical rele
ationship to a person, and will degtroy him/her unlecs he/she acceptc it = where-
upon (in either ccse) the bird simply vaniches., Very few people indeed actually
manage to survive « the narrstor only does so becsusc he is fortunate enough to
foll-in love at the right time with a young woman who digs this spiritualetype
jazze

At the sane time (and this is the part that I dién't notice when I first
read the book many years agc now) the book is a delightful satire on Britain as
it was in the nineteen thirties. With one or two exceptions, the targets at
which the author tilts were very mmnch in need of such treatment thea as nowe
I wish I coull find one of the more quotable passages « they slways get lost
when wanted,



RENABL/?, MARY: TEE BULL FROM TH: SEA This is of course the longe-awaited (by

me) sequel to "The King Must Die®,
tracing the career of Theseus from the tinz of his return to ithens afber the
Cretan episodee Compared to the earlier bock, this one is a trifle downbeat in
tone = no longer does everything without exception go Theseus's waye Neverthee
less, he contrives to lead on the whole & good and constructive life, and the
heart of the book tells of his years -with Hippolyta the Anazon « which Miss
Renault sees az an idyll betwecn twe perfectlyematched bodies and soulse The
slightly dovmbect air is, after all, inevitable if the legend is to be followed/
recongtructed without extensive and dubious alterations A1l in all, this book
is an entirely fitting companion to its predecessor,

THE F E # 4 X L RESPONSE

OWING TC X RCULISTANCES over which I am happy to have no control vhatsoever,
copies of AKBLE have recently found their wey intc the hands of sone of the most
fabulous fenales in fandors  For instence:

SIMONE UALSH vwrdtes: "I was once going to see a G & S thing but I got narried and

this girl I was going with went to America so we never got to see it.
After reading your bits on it I'm glad I éidn't. There is always someone who
laughs, talks too loud. Like when Tony and I saw Billy Liar in Bradford, on
stage. One scene Bllly was discussing 'virgo intacta', and a little old spinster
type lady said to her little type spinster friend (they were citting a couple of
rows in front of us) in rather 2 loud voice: "What's virgo intecta?  Everyone
in about a 15ft radius of that woman had hystericsd"

Thepn BERYIL HENLEY writes: "I went into a shoe=shop and said I wanted a pair of
black shoes, nothing fancy, loweto=medium heel, broad-fitting,
in the 35/= to 45/« price range, size 6, After waiting about 10 mins., the lass
returned and said, "Vie haven't got exactly what you asked for, would these do?"
Brazenly she showed me e pair of ornate court shoes, with 33" spindly heels,
narrowsfitting, priced at 3 gns., and tan in colour. The only thing she had
right was the size. And she wasn't trying to be funny. The mind boggles."
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BURROUGHS, EDGAR RICE LAND OF TERROR

SAVAGE PELLUCIDAR

ESCAPE ON VENUS
This completes my Pellucidar collection, and there‘s only ome novelet/short N
novel in the Venus series oulstanding. Generally speaking, these are damn goode
"Escape" is a close sequel to its pree thredecessors, and not really to be
judged independently =~ but all four (which I have just read and/or re-read in
sequence) have much to commend them on several levels. *Terror" is so swifte
moving that it reads in part almost like a synopsis. "Savage Pellucidar" =
comprising four close-linked 'novelettes" - (novelet? novelette?) « is probably
the ultimate in somethingeor=other, The absolutely sole motivation for the
heppenings related nonsists of various characters wandering off and various other
characters wendering off in tuyn looking for them/each others But the story is
told with such gusto, such a wealth of xenological detail, and such gently pointed
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satire and general vocd hwicwr that the absence of plot becomes almost irrelevent.

Oddly, ucne of the three covers (cne Krenkel, twe Frazetis) seem to depict
precisely vhat Lurroughs iroto. The cover for "Terror" in partice. seems to have
no connection vith the contents at 211 except that there is nc horizone.
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THERE IS SC:ITITHG subtly dif., about THE SHAUBLES this time. I have, for once,
preedrafted my commentses I wonder if it shows, and if so, to what extent?

THE SHAMBLES

L CHILD 'S GARDEN COF OLAYK No dcubt the vaguely shipsloddy air about
ELEFANTASTA the OLAF fome will keep it from getting full
(Ken Cheslin and probe Fred Hunter marks arcund the place., This is, I

suppose, a pity - but I still found it hile
arious, partic. the sillier cartoons such as the one on the title-page. The
other thing, one supposes, is what is kaown as a trunken one-shot,

THE LOYAL OFPOSITION and riders theretc and therewith  Having reached a tentative

(The Trimbles and others) position with regard to
these events, I was all

gset to share it with you. However, I have decxded to follow Ethel's lead in

this instance in the (probe vain) hope that she in her turn will follow my lead

in the matter cf the spelling of Worrall Road.

CHATS Ti' THE SARK (Thonas Schlfick) In the dusk all chats are grises or something.
PLUTHEOW 1 (B lrkhurv Blﬁﬁ) (C14 Crepuscular saying.) 4nd if one of the
Chats happens to be a Panther - and here I
am wandering about dressed in the wrong two lenguages anyvay. Vielcome to OMPA
the pair of you, and make sure you get blimin' well schllick in and stay here this
times We could do with an enthusiastic Germember. # Me bare? Ach = you mean
nein hair, mein Herr, I still encourage it, within reason. Though it's shorter
than it was ot Harrogate.

OFF TRAILS 40 (CEthel) This is as geocd a place as any to mention that 2y copy

_ of HOKPH came wrapped up in a wad of newspaper clearly
endersed "Boi,"  Wow I can think of any number of things for which this night
conceivably stand (and so can you), but in this instance it's pretty obvious that
I've got the copy interded for the British v ~ug. (And it's still easier to
read than nicro=~elitsg) Furthernore, ny cepy of WAATSIT is actually endorsed
on the front cover "BRITISH WKUSEUX COPY", And Ethel still gets ny address
spelled wreng. Now I don't think she dislikes me « in fact I have evidence
that she's quite friendlily-disposed towards ne - and even if she did she wouldn®t
let it show in such netty ways. I cen think of two possibilities for this untoe
ward behaviour on her rpart, then:
(1) That she'’s in the nidst of an enotional upheaval = in love for instance;

(2) Hore probably, that she's got far too nuch on her plate at present for her
otn or fandon's good,

(Come on, Ethel « explain to me where I'n wrongd)

DOLPHIN SEVEN (Elinor Dusby) why are there fewer moorages every year? Are

the authorities trying to abolish them, or is nore
and nore previcusly-eligible bank getting built-over, or what? # As I don't
take CRY (despite which I'™m still sorry to hear of its demise) I never saw/heard




of your aention cf the 20-~year syndraie, Ia fact, until seeing this ¥ailing I
didn't know that anybody else oz oz o it. In fandon, anywaye. Fhen I traced
the Ripley entxy and saw how the latest item fittol I felt nbsolutely alone - and,
honestly, terrified. # Vish I could draw. The I'd pernetrate a cartoon on the
subject of: "IHE SEATLES « T8 COLEC WITH THAT GENUINL PUGET SQUMD", # Harking
back & few Mailings, Elinor = I certainiy don't dislike you. Very nuch othere
wise, Most of the time, I even znurove of youe

cOMPAct (Ella Parker) "0c¢d MNotes on the Berry Seen' reminé no of the $ine I
tried to catch John at Ken Cheslin’s a couple of years
backs lie never turned up though., HNeither did Ken = vho was, I subsequently
learned, down at the Pen at the tinme any”oVeoe (Honest {) # Actually there's
another side tc¢ this "not fitting intc the world" biz. « it was just that I was
feeling the negative aspect at the time I typeld those Jdewmbeat stencilse. For the
other side, take the exanple of laundries. I always used to have ny stuff gole
lected and delivered by a visiting laundry-van, DBut there are no arrangenents
for such to call at 70 Worrall Roald, so I had to make other arrangenents, Most
of the Brigtol laundryedepots seenn to clogse during the dinner-hour. The only
chain that doesn't charges considerably nore than I'd been used to paying. I
went off nuttering darkly = and prenptly discovered launderettes, Far cheaper,
no rore tineeconsuning than the wrapping and checking cf bundles was (1 can read
wvhile I'n waiting) = and I keep all uy omn stuff and get lanced with nobody
else'ss £ Yes, of course I liked Wally. In fact I vwasn't prepared not to.
And now I've cet him, if he actually does materialise in OYPA despite his nove
to Alabant, I prepared tc take o fresh look ot his style of writing too.

COGNATE 3 & 4 (Rosemary Hickey) D'ycu nean there was a version of "Fentasia"

where the music wasn't cut? I saw the thing
once too often, and the voor Pasitoral Symphony was lying dismembered there on the
screen, Once I'*d noticed that, I'd lald Enough. But films always shrink, for
various reasons = asit Larry Shaw « whichi is one of the reasons I dcn'™ like them,
# You mean there really is a pic. callel "The Unsinkable WMoliie Brom" ? Or is
that just a sort of satirical article? 4 Rosemary, that: "Hay be you shouldn't
have gone alone" of yours is a parceptive statement. That's part of thet I was
trying to say, of course. ilowever, I guess I°11 have tc weit now till the fans
gtart noving to Bristol, As for the perforiiersencedingespplause bize = I've
recently becone involvel in correspondence cn this subject (among nany others).
One thing though « clapping is not ny natural way of showing appreval, If I
partic, dig something, I feel like giving a brief shout and throwing ny arms up
in the alr. EIven eleveting a notice saying YEAN! or YEAHD? perhaps, But
banging the hands together over ani over is nct ne.

ERG 20 (Terry Jeeves) iin excellent issue I do declare, including the serious

article, (Whc wants to know about silly old space=
ships, anyway?) # Re the "parents" definition, I recently ceame across the fole
lowing rhyme (ultinate source unknown): "The bee, he is a simple soul/He has no
tine for birth control/And that is vhy, in times like these,/One sees so many
8illy boeeSe"

BLETHERINGS 36 (Ethel Lindsay) Why should I heve started with "The Mikado" ?
, I wes (as it happens) irying to start with
those to the words of which I had access. (Becouse I'm not awfully good at

catching things in me' ear='cles,)
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EEIN OMPF 3 (Cclin Froena)  It's no uge my trying to store information in ny

need, Dot = the ¢ld eidetic-sieve syndrome againe
# The diszabled person I mow best is ny brother, ile's short of an eye and the
lower pert of & leg. Doing pretiy well out of it, tco = he married one of the
sisters from Roehaumbon Mosritals Sxcept that he can't run, he manages to do
just about everything - wolks without & stick, can drive any car, clinbs ladders,
and sc on, It's the blotantiy mentally disabled (whether also physically or
othervise) that tend t¢ bLe off-putiing, I think, rather than the physically-
Adisabled but mentally-ilerts

MORPH XXXV (John kclei)  Re nodern art, there iz also a small class of people
who don't understend it but wish they did. Not ne,
exactly, tiough = your Y...ondé fave concluded to my owvn satisfaction that it
wasn't worth saying after all® iz an excellent way of putting it. A Re water
fluoridation {your sundryfiarks to John Baxter) - I have heard it said that the
only mistcke the authorities iiale was to talk about it instead of just doing it.
Cone to think cf it, we have no partice reason to suppose that they're not doing
plenty of worsc tiiings that ve dcn't know about. Myself, I don't quite under=
stand how this partice natter has succeeded in drawing the organised opposition
that it has « bot! here and in the Statess There are so many darn things that,
I'd have thought, cre so much umore worth crusading about. (Falleocut being at
the very head cf the queue.) In +this natter, as it happens, I support fluorid-
aticne The possibility of unsuspected side-effects as with thalidonide is an
argunent I agree, but I thinkt on balance fluoride's well worth the risk,

SIZAR 12 & 13 (Bruce kurn) This Burn-Parker-Lindsay-Moorcock thing's fascinating
in a nporbid sort c¢f way - seeing as how I person-
ally acquainted writh the parties « but also a trifie frustratings For instance -
if four out of nine "illicit affairs" involved yourself, then presumably five
didn'te I can cnly think of three.es # Congratulations on crossing the Jordan
licitly, anyvaye # Anderson shelters (naned after Sir John Anderson) were nade
of corrugated steel vlates holted together, sunk into a ole in the garden,
covered (if pos.) with turf and/or earth. The indoor ones were called MNorrison
shelters, after the thon Mr. Herbert Morrison (now Lord M. of Lambeth, life peer.)

LEFNUI 3 (¥red Potten) That convention whereby the narrator of a story is acte

uwally narrating someboly else's story I tend to find offe
puttinges Just abecut the ultimate in this, within ny experience, is one you nenhe
tion earlier in the issuc « Mary Norton's "The Borrowers", where the narration is
at least at thiri hand = pos, fourth.s as a result, I found nyself put off this
right fron the start. |‘hich in turn is a »ity, because anyboly who's ever lived
as a child in a house with bare floor-boards knows damn well that there are
little people living unierneath then whe "borrow” things. # The nain reason I
didn‘'*t enjoy "Typevwriter in the Sky", if I recollect, was that the characters
should have won rather than the authcr. # Since the Cubans can ameither shoot
buses at the United States nor sail an expeditionary force across the Cgribbean
in them, I don't see what all the fuss is about, Is somebody worried in case
they start dropping them over American cities or sonething?

KOBOLD vol 2 no 1 {Brian Jordan) Vell if Bruce is crossing the Jordan, nate, I

A guess you must be crossing the Rubicon, Cone
gratulations, whichever river it happens tc bes . # I'm not supporting the snall

non-ring labels = or the other sort, Finding it impossible t¢ tell in advance
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which was which, I scid the Gll with: the lot of ‘en = and chucked the whele bize
up in disgust.e If I find any otlier weys cf saving neney, I ney even be able to
afford o start sncking cr zurficteoe Tover (likerise tewer to somebody else)

re the "The Greoneophone” curmisssticon - bubt I'n toe l2zy - ant too far behind with
rny collecting = %0 be really bothered nowe The industry secied to yant to lose
rny custon, so who an I tc ohject?

WHATSI® 8 (Ken Cheslin) The Jzpanece colurn suffers fron undereediting. It
woeg of cousidernble imberest, but rambled on too long

vithout delving very deeply inte oinything. 1% not sure abouttthose re=trans=

literations of Cecicentcl names fror the Jepanese inte English?-oit's fun trying

to decipher then, but is it fuir ou the author?  “Shagale" presunably neans the
artist Chegall for instonce, "loenglin' is presuniably Lohengrin (§), "the city
of Casele” woulGd be Kaszel, "Pem Dovwree" Tom Deoley ond so one  "Weferrs" have

ne beet thoushe 3y the viny, nost of the illces to this cclumn seen to repre-
sent Chinese rather -than Japanese scenes, # On the secend page of "Have At You",
you say you "think the Tories are a right lot of rouges", I notice.s Is your
face red, by any chance?

SOUFFLE & (Joln Baxter) I think you're talking through the hack of your neck,
Jolme  £11 I said about "The Million Cities" (I've
checked) was thet I <ifn't like the tortureescenes and had therefore rejected
both versions (the shcrter negezine~version hoving been criginally in oy collece
tion)s Having read the diatribs agninst censorship that this sparks in you, it
occurs to ne thwat I didn't even thirk of destroring the work in guastion. It
went in tie pile for avotion at thie Con actually. lcInbosh has long been one of
ny favourite authors, arnd it therefore particularly grieves me o find his stuff
unpalatable at tines, But if rcople want to read gruesome scencs, that's their
right. T vish sonebody'? put danwer warnings on the covers or sonething for
us squeanish ones, thcughe. -

PROCRASTINATOR 2 (Trimbles) ill thes2 names nmeaning "ruler', and I'm only o

relisnt borman or swmat. What does it say about
"Henry" (nef niddle nomniker), Bjo?  Anyway, at least Fred upcn whon these
stencils are being typed is o pezceful ruler. I shoulda got a Quiet=Riter rather
than a Tpavel-Riter I suppose, really - it would've been the sane pricey, t0Oeee

BROBDINGMAG 1, 2 & 3 (Dick Scihultz) I still don't dige. Surely one coesn't

just say: "Dang = you're occupied" and so
on? For the record, though, Vienua (Vien) is the capital and netropolis of
Austria and was one oi the supposedly twin capitals of Austria=Hungary. Venice
(Venezia) is an Italian seaport on the sdriatic, somewhet waterlogged and burste
ing with nostalgia and not nuch else I gzather, You seen to have got'em reversed.
And what "The Icnian" (Seca, Islends, coest?) has to dc with Tunis I fail to dig.

FARRAGO 14 (Larry Crilly) (I'd like to see "Larry Crilly" transliterated into

Japanese and back araind) Good cover ané passable
fekewad, and nothin: else wiwtsoever,

VAGARY 19 (Bobhie Gray) The "talking point" article was so enthralling throughe
out that it wasn't till the next day that I realised

that it hadn' actually been about anything, dbut had sinmply rambled every which

wey until the authoress paused for breath or somethings # I read the astro=
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logical article, though {os the soying says) thousands wouldn't - or, more to the

point perhaps, I wouldn't road such noterial frorm most peoplo. This also was
eninently readsble, 1f legs so - things & "eool have a triplc con=-

-~

junction of Sunsmiiars-Flute in my 10th house in Cancer, but 2ll three arc in trine
with Urciius in Pisces, If Uranus had heen squaring or opposinge. .’ I find nyself
unable to veork ny vay coverewbly through, oven 1f all the clues are scattbered
around the article scmewhere. £ I'd scen thot book "Astrology and Common Sense!
on sele, but naturally acver gave it a sccond thought except Lo deplore the ititle,
The only thing thet coumon sense says to ne ahout astrelopy is that it has no
business to work vhether it doce or not - which I'm pretty damm sure is not how
the book's auther sees ite If it does work - and it must be berme in mind that
an appearance of working way be nislealing owing te the limited nunber of cases
token into consiloravion = then common sense would further sugmest that in such

a cage it’s working for reascns other then those assuned by the astrologers.
One of iy principles -~ I clain it as ny own, though it's obvicus encugl to have
been thousht of by others as well « can be expressed as follows: if fwo things,

A and By regularly occur in association with each other, it docs not necessarily
follow thot A ds the cause of B  Discounbing pure coincidence, there exist tvwo
nore strong possibilities, viz. (1) that B is the cause of A, and (2) that both are
in fact offects cof some other cause altogether.s Applied to astrology, I rather
foney the possibility numbered (1) nmyself - it's agreeable to postulate that husan
beings, by being born when they are and then by scting as they do, nay be influ-

ch ¢
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encing the course of celestial mechanics. The possibility numbered (2), thousgh,
seenns o ba tie more likely. This is partice, so when cne renerbers that, at
least acccerding tec Asinov, astrclogy takes into account not where the plenets are
now but vhere they would have been in classical times. £ Which is nct Yo say
That I accept astrology as vorking in the first place, of course. I note that
on P;38, Bobbie, you refer to yourself as a "confirmed sceptict. What ti:e fred
does that nake g then?

PHENOTYPE CCLIII (Dick Eney) I thought Grinesburzers were citizens of Bruce
rels's Florida home-~town,

VIPER 7 (Bill Donaho) "eoesince the last VIPER went wending its wayeed" Bixl,
o vielcone to the licyal Tautological Sccietly.

THE UL QUINTET {¥orn ifetcalf) The supreme werevolf story doesn't appear in your
iists I%: not uentioning it by neme, because the
eventual revelation that it is a werewclf story is important to the plote,  But
anybody who's read it shouid know the one I mesn I think. # “The Outlaw of Torn"
presunably gets into the “Greystoke” series on the grounds that a nediacval Lord
Go occurs thersin as a ninor cheracter, "The Eternel Lover" invsives the Lord G.
we all know and ldve ags perhaps a slightly less ninor character, which lets it,
too, into the list. "Phe Mad King" does not involve any member of the CGreystoke
fanily that I con rocognises I’z given to understend that it involves some other
characters from "The Tternal Lover” - I read the two with such & long interval
between then 4h:at I haven't been ablec To check this for myself thoush, Bub sure-
ly it's a very tenucus reason for listing "The kad King" as a "Greystoke” book?
Why not, in that case, "Pirates of Verus" in which Tarzan gets a brief mention?
# Your 1882 puzzle seens to translate as: "Hr. Sherlock Helmes (in) A Study in
Scarlet"s £ "Beyond Thirty" I had never net before except in checklists, If
the originel edition was still in print, somebody shoulda sald sonethinge In
spite of the manifest defects intlhe second half, I still think it's & naster-
piece, either in or out of italics.

(I3
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Ciu DIT '3 TE RagBLE

(The column where anything csi hzppei, but seldon if ever does)

TROUBLE WITI THE #fISTISTIPFI T™ie longest rive

azreed, is the W

r in the world, it is generally
iszissipri with the Missouri.

It is alsc, I think, sonerally agreed that this stete of affairs is some=-
what ridiculous. Usually a longest river is a river, and that's thate The
Nile in Africa, the Shaunon in Ireland, the Trent (I think) in dngland, and so
On, {Thet's a specisl case toc, actually, being a tributary of the Humber,
but at least it produces nc paradoxes akin to thct of the Mississippi and/or
the Missouri.) But the longest river in the werld leads a most confusing
brand of double lifc,

Many yeors ago I came to the conclusion that somebody or other had made
8 botch=up in the original nomenclature of these riverse Anybody with the
least amount of sense, 1'd have thought, would have attached cne name to the
najor length of the waterway in question, letting all shorter tribulary streams
have sevarate ncmese  The uprer Mississippi, in fact, should be the real Misse
ouri, and the alissouri should really be +the upper Mississippi. (The change,

&UMBER STY in the series of FAKOUS FREDS 8rawn specially for AMBL: b{ regular
"New Worlds" covereartist JIN CAWTHORY is GZORG FRIFDRICI HANDEL (1685=1759),

seen here verforming two of his most widely=kncvm numbers simulteneouslys
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incidentally, could ecven now be eflected with a rinirum of inconvenience, because
neither the State of ississipri - on the lover ccurse of that river - na the
State of liissourli » which is at the confluence of the twe hranches that are the
cause of all the troutle « would neel rewnauing, Only the rivers, with such
attendant bridzes and thinge as might secu necessarye)

However, tirere are suagse It will doubtless be pointed out by those in the
know that the upper Mississippi, slbeit shorter than the Missouri, is both wider
and more obvicusly a linesr contiruation of the lover eczibined strean, Seeing
these two obvious matters, the original Amerindian whe identified the confluence
by name could hardly be expected tc pace cut both waterways to their source to
determine whether oxr not the nerrover stream wes cctually the longer of the tvo,
particwlarly as each in fturn splits iuto munerous sub-branches as it gets higher,
The river thet apieared t¢ be continucus was dubbed Mississippi throughcut its
length, the apporently lesser inflow was dubbed Missouri, and who the fred cares
if the combined lengtir is louger or shorter than various extra-Norteamericano
rivers of which <the nonegiver had never leard?

Personally, I think that all the above is misguided,s To make real Cographe
ical sense, it isn't rivers that sliould have primary nanes - it's river systens.
Different lengths of waterway within a system could heve names cs was deened
appropriate, but the principal name shculd be that of the entire drainage=asrea of
a riverebasin, Then the question of "longests" could simply be attached to the
systenwnanes, and it wculd all come clear,

I think,
MORE LAIR
LEIBER, FRITZ Ti VANDERER

A real bookelength novel for a change. The continual jumping from charac-
teregroup to characterwgroup tends to be frustrating at times, but there are so
pany interesting characters wandering around different parts of the world that
it becomes tolerable, The whole is abscrbing - hard tc put dowm anywhere (and
yet again, the jumping above reforred tc makes it, in a sense, easy to put dowm
anywhere if necessary). I found the book well worth adding to the collection,
anyvay, and I strongly suspect that cthers will hang on to it for entirely 4if=
ferent reasons,

WALLACE, EDGAR . SANDERS (kR. CCilliISSIONER SANDERS)
And another gap in the "Sanders" collection is plugred.
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"T wouldn 't attend his funersl, I'd cut him deadl.” ~ Bernice Black

AND SO WE observe what happened, AVBLE 19 has reverited tc standard and checks
out at ten pages. It would = damn ite I did so want to put out a four (or
two) page AMBLE, However, succour is almost in sighte I estimate that I now
have only enough Roneo stencils left for one more complete AuBLE, So any
quarter now you may see things going sligntly mad and Cheslinesized issues roll-
ing off the hypothetical Gestetner, If only I wasn't congenitally distrustful
of unfamiliar machinery, I'd be quite looking forward to it.

AN 12 July 1964

in



