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SNIPPETS: Erstwhile Old Thymer Greg Hills is
assembling a selection of fannish clip art suitable for
computer owners of a desktop publishing bent. Hand-
drawn fanart is scanned and filed on disk. Artists are
welcome to submit artwork, and interested faneds
should enquire about sending in disks to be filled.
Greg resides at PO Box 429, Richmond, 3121 //// The
fourth Steve & Martin's Excellant Fanzine, a sick little
ASMFA winning comic full of movie crossovers (and
a special liftout Swimsuit Edition) is out at last. Write
to 21 Stanislake Ave. St.Marys, 5042 and ask. ///

SO WHAT IS MAIL ART?: Mail Art is several things,
but basically it's any type of artwork you can stick a
stamp on and post. Decorated envelopes, homemade
postcards, packets of strange found objects, arizines,
poetry, you name it.... So who does it? There are
hundreds, thousands of people, all over the world
sending strange things to each other through the Post
Office. This is called The Network. No-one knows how
big it is. It seems much bigger than fandom. If you
count the people who use computer bulletin boards,
the population is probably in the millions. Participants
range from house-spouses to art-commune-dwellers,
grandparents in retirement to teenage punks. It's
much more diverse and anarchic than fandom - the
concept of a SMOF wouldnt even arise in The
Network, and there’s no visible attempts to organise
things; no clubs, no Worldcons, no Fan Funds, no
awards. Just a huge, diverse group of people having
fun. It transcends language barriers, it ignores
borders, it acts as a massive ongoing information
exchange. There are political aspects to International
Networker Culture - it tends towards the anarchistic
and holds that "Art" is the property of the people, not
the galleries. Surrealism and Dada are big influences.
Mostly, though, it's just Networkers sending offbeat,
crazy things to each other simply for the joy of self-
expression and communication. There are exhibitions
of Mail Art running all the time, on a variety of topics,
and anybody is invited to participate.

I've been involved in this stuff for only a year and

I've received hundreds of items from a dozen
countries. If you'd like to learn more about
International Networker Culture, write to the
ARTYCHOKE editorial address and ask for a Mail Art
Starter Kit.

FEATURE ARTIST: JEM

Like many a Mail Artist, JEM operates under a
pseudonym, and, like many Mail Artists, her forte is
rubber stamping. Commercially bought rubber stamps
are overlapped and juxtaposed to form a scene.
Pencils, ink-and-sponge or a brayer (ink roller) are
then used to add colour. JEM also creates her own
rubber stamps by hand-carving erasers, as well as
print blocks made from Masco, a soft version of
linoleum. She uses photographic xerox transfer
techniques which enable her to carve portraits (see
example below) "I create what | feel," she says,
"Letting my emotions lead the process rather than
worrying what people might think of the finished piece.
We are bound by all soris of rules and restrictions in
the world. This type of attitude does not belong in an
individuals art. "

"JEM, Two Men, And Lotsa Bees" ..by JEM
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