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Uncle Sam and the

THE BIG BLOODSHOT EYE Flylng Things ...

Dliscard for the moment any derisive and cynical thoughts, or
fervantly=tuprorting theories you may hold, concerning the celes-
tial objects which newspapers call "saucers,” "disce,” "skyhook
balloons,” "meteorites,” and "green balls of fire®; suspend for
the moment your personal beliefs on the subject and consider ocb=
jectively the recent history of the phenomena. What Charles Fort
has been reporting for hundreds of years may or may not be re-
lated to the prescent situation; for the moment, conslider only
Fhat which has happened tlnce Eenncth Arncld landed his plane &
few ygars ago and vnfolded a startling storye.

The story was recelved with almost universal derlslon, and
certain military arms of the goveroment went to great lengths to
disprove and ridicole the reports. The Alr Force finally sought
newspaper space In an attempl to drown the persistant reports and
the waves of speculation which followed theme: That was the 3] fu=
stion for yeari. Mow, suddemly, the government hasi done an abrupt
sbout-Face. They are "co-cperating” with a large national maga-
zine to "reveal®™ Information sbout the Tlying ohjects. The large
natlonal magazine happens #o have the greatest mass elrculation
In Americe, hence the revelations will reach the widest svdience.

e suggtif this magazine revelatlion 15 but one of the open=
ing guns in & propagenda barrage already underway.

Ancther magazine with a large circulation has done several
tpace articles; Informative pieces on rocket shisxs, orbita]l plat=
forms, the nearer planels, the moon, and so forth. Everything
the lay public needs to know fto prepare fhem for an snnouncement.
So then, In April, the Alr Force opened thelr Flles to the mass-
circulatlon Journal, and [t was discovered thet the Alr Force i3
no longer attempting te step the storles and speculations, Te
the contrary, they seem to be éctively encowraging the thing. It
Is & common practice in the publishing world to ®plant™ a story;
Indeed, the gevzrament is now an old hand af planting favorable
news and reports concerning Ytself and Ity Interests.

Ye furbher suggest that thete published reports are planted
barreges in the propagands campalgn to prepare the public.

e expect the artlcles to contlavue lo appear, the campalgn
to increase in Intensity until the entire coumtry Is buzzing over
the sifuvation. |} seems llkely that the object of the publicity
Is to adequately prepare the public for one of three things:

I} The Army has grounded rockefs om fhe mooa's surface,

2) The Alr Force has positively Identifled the "savcers™,

3) The government [s getting ready a glgentic approprialion
of money to bul ld/launch an arbital station.

We expect to knew the answer within cighleen months. =37

* The next lasue of SCIENCE FICTION MEWS LETTER will be delayed
vakll after the Labor Day convention, to cover that event,



THE VANISHING BREED

Sclence=fiction writers, those hard=-driving hacks who have
been menotenously pounding oul the llfe=blood of the pulps more or
less continuously slince 19246, are doomed to extinctlon. Like the
mammoth and the sabre-toothed tiger befere then, like the bloody
but unbowed Meanderthal whe Flnally fell beneath & superior and
crushing force, our sclemce-hack's day Is done. Jronlcally, the
present flood of magarines Is fthe responsible Tnstrument; the wery
Instrument thosie typeswrllter jockevs: helped forge.

The first faint slgn of the coming doom
occurred nearly seventzen vyears ago, when Charles
Hornlg (then editor of WOMNDER STORIES] decided
his pages neceded somebhing new and laid down a
rule For his writers; henceforth, every story
must Incorporate a novelly == get ocut of the rul,
or get oul. Had the wrliters retalliated then and
there by organizing and striking against such a
radical proposition, they might have staved off
for some lithle while thelr evenival extinction.
Buf they dlid no such thing; Instead they meckily
bowed wnder the editorlal whip and crammed an
assoritment of novelbtles, new ldeas, Inla thelr
fictlons The die was cast.

jehn W, Campbel|l was probably the hand which
scrawled the writing en the walls @with & rapld
succession of editorlal revolubleons, he Intro-
duced "thovght=variants" and "novaa®™ --= wvavsual
plots and freatments fto the old sclence=flction
diets The readers applavded,  the wrilters leaped
to obey, and the mantle of extinction made Thself
felt In the closing vears of the thirtles. After
Campbell, events moved more gulickly.

& palr of editorial uvpslarts named Boucher
and McComas appeared on the scene with 2 new mag-
azine and point=blank refused +te print the grand
old sclience=fiction. They were seeking a pew deal
in Iimaginative literatore, and were soon publish=-
Ing maberfal that an old Vime editor wouldn't
have touched with a ten-foot pole. Mo dynamic
ackion, no ray=guns, no tracltor=beams == il was
enovgh to make a hardened hack weep. The hardened
hacks did weep, and fell back on the older but
now smaller market. Ferhaps they sensed the near
approach of thelr eclipse.

Hard on the heels of Boucher 4nd McComas was
another radical, H.L., Geld, who banlished old Bat
Jurston from fthe pages of GALAXY even before that
hardened space-ralt could place his toe In the
door. We who have loved and ridden with good old
Bat for lol & guarter=century or more could do
nulh{ng But gnqsh our teekth and retlre te the
nearest space dive, there to swill xeno by the
gallon Jug. The death blow had been struckl
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Fired with the new ldes of publishing only new ldeas, other
editers did thelr best to crowd Inte the act —— or at least make
nolses as If they were Joining the show, "The space opers of the
flashing ray=gun and lavincible herces has long since beenm over=-
done, but there are a3 many storics to be written of man against
space a3 there sre worlds oul there waiting for ws." In other
snnouncements and assorted edilerials famd In between the lines of
the editorials) +the bald truth comes cut: no more hard=-blasting
jets, no mere hairy old meteorite miners, no more ipace marshalls
rocketing into Mars City and sun-downing Black Rart, no moere ugly
monsters rolling up Broadway, no more giant maulers coming wp from
the reserves to bBlast king-slzed holes 1In space, no more slugs
from Safurn , no more clicking mandibles of warrior ants, no more
time travelers polng back to kmock off grandfether, no more lomely
young men wmarconed with lovely young women on astercids, no more
company agents thwarting the trading-post nmatives, no more heroes
with null=A and other pauses, no more double=brains, double-heads,
double Identifles or douvble confusions. Mo more chargling robols.
The end has come., The hacks arec done. QCur pleasure is gones

Ferhaps the |cast-
expected but most devast-
ing blew of all was the
Ziff=Davis entry inte the
aquallity Fleld; good eld
ZIiff = Dawis, last bastlon
of the ray=pun and fracter
beam] Mow they toco have
deserted the old favorltes
o kow=tow te the sllicker,
and sophisticated reader.
Space - opera is done, our
beloved hacks are doomed.
It Is Indeed an lnglarious
end for the pionzers who
so bravely sed oul In 1926
to spread the star-begot-
ten Ilterature. In protest
we are cancelling all ocur
subseriptlionsa =BT
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EXCERFTS FPOM THE FAM PRESS (gems that otherwlse might ge unsung)

Messs take the cese of Ray Falmer and the Shaver Mystery.

Wwhen |t became evident that Mr. Shaver's deros were getting out of

hand, fandom rose wp In rightecvs Indignition and smole the pub-

Ileity secker & mighty blow, And sure enocwgh, five or 3ix years

later, Palmer left the edliterial desk of AMATING. Sheer pawer of
publilic oplnion.”

Dick Ryan, in MAD #4.

"In & recent discussicon In Bog Philllps! column "Club House,"
he menticned refuoting bte review an cbacene Fanm magazine. IT any=
one knows where | might obtain one of the coples, would you please
write and tell mei”

Viec waldrop Jr. Ia THE ALIEM #1.

|Two have been banncd and a third threatened; for a small fee
|*1) supply you with pames and addresses, frilend. =BT}



the Good LifTe 1in
these Uniled States

FAN-NEWS ROUNDUP

Over & hundred fans, editors, writers and huckslers mowed in
on "Heastley's=on=the=Dayou™ (Indian Lake, Ohio,) lasf May S=10=-
Il for the third gnnual Mideest Conference. Naster=minded by Dr.
Jarrett, the megcting drew people from New York City to the Miss-
fsslppl, and from Detrolt = Milwavkee fo Georgia. Suvest speaker
wai Arthur C. Clarke of London, who presenfed & sifde=illustrated
lecture on space flight, based on materfal from his books.

A small plol of ground
containing & growth that
someday may be elbther a
bush or & free, waz "pur-
chased™ from the hotel and
dedicated a3 & shrine to a
fannish pair whe last year
fevnd Frue love there. All
obther attendees shivered in
the unseascnal weather, and
twimming was oul of bounds.

At In previous years,
the entlre hetel was taken
ever for the affair, caus=-
Ilng the night watchman no
end of angulsh as he vainly
attempted to restore peace
and gulet esch dawna

~Markln Alger

Highlights of the conference were: a lelephone call to Ted
Carnell 1n London [who pald for this®i, = preview tape-recording
of & program to be presenled ot the Chicege convertion, sliides of
personallbtlies atlending several previcus conferences and national
conventions, thz presentabion of five bricks to Tucker, the wel=
come clven six ftravelers from Georgla and EInr;ﬂl, the aoak=like
entics of & Mew Méxlco wisltor, and bthe presénce of The Bal. This
lovable Tady was barrzd from the hotel by the management, but
fook a room down the sireet presuvmably for the purpose of spend=
Ing brief morenis of sleep. The remainder of the time she fFlapped
about the hatel,; hunting victims whoe contlisuvally dodged hers “ex}
year's conference will be st the z2éne place and sbout same date.

Martin Alger, "ex-president of the ex-i'ichigan Sclence Fic=
tien Soclety,” disbanded that club last month after hectic weeks
of sttempted blood transfusions. Said Alger, the club: "planned
more coaventicns tham any ofther groupy crealed more fanzlne Fik=
les than any other grovp; developed a bomb small and cheap encugh
that every fanm can efford one; vyet powerful enough to crealte a
city = wide sensatlon; had several members active 1a the Femous
Shaver mystery, two of whom are still 4=F for psyche reasons;
discovered It is not necessary fo have ever read s=f to be a fang
held several mectings devoted bto detalled and highly Ffanciful
speculation regarding the sexval behavior and capacity of our fe-
male members; gave fandom the beanle tradition; and had several
members active in lewitation, paimistry, spirtivaliss and similar
highly scientific fields."



DEPT. OF CORBECTICNS AND MISCELLAMNEOUS WHITE-WASHING: Seldom an
l'sswe goes by bult whal we publish 4 bebole of aone kind or ancfher
== Jittle tests; reslly, lo determine if you are resding the mag=-
arineg ar uviing IV Teor other purpoted. The May lssve was chock
full of the embarrassing things, someg of which you'll find cor-
rected on the Lellers page, and others belew.

[#] Hannes Bok did not deser) acience Ffiction becavse of a
cenflict with 4 convention commitiee alone; there were other and
ecud | Iy cbnoxious resscns, (bl Typo: Marvin Mevmann senf us his
letters, not herss Ic) Hugo Gernsback will, for the first time,
be guesl of honor s} ‘the coming Labor Deay conventicon. Frank 2,
Paul, net Hupgo, was the 1939 guest. As for (di, which consumes &
lel of ipace, see below.

fd) T.Es Dikty, speaking for himself and Everett F. Bleiler,
fook excepllicon to a letter written by Wlilmar Shiras and publlihed
on page |13 of the Nay lasue; a lelter expressing the avthor?s
surprise al finding two of her stcries reprinted In an cmnlbus
without her knowledge or paymenta Dlikty and Blefler, edlters of
the original anbthology, polnt oul the fellowing: their publisher
(net they themielves) made bthe reprint arrangements with sanolther
company; standard proceedure In such cases is for the second com=
pany to pay royallties Yo the original publisher several months
after publicatlen of the book; the original publisher =111 then
remit sajd reyalties fo the editors, who will im turn pass them
#long to fhe auvihors. In short, Shiras and the other writers in=
volved will be pald several monihs afler publicatlon. Olkly alse
sald standard proceedure docs not allow free coples for the many
writers invalved, nor are advance mnotlices of svch reprinting sent
cut. He clored by staling that his contracts with auvthers cower
&1l possible reprinting deals and that moncy due will be paid a3
I} cemes. Let ui hope this explanation clears amy besmirched or
beclovded reputations.

e wmo@® moo# A o®. ® E F ko8 & 8 s & e sose s s s s ase s =

MYSTERY OF THE MONTH: 'Did Maacy Meore joln the WACSY A hol
communlgue from Wichigan fam De Vore 3ald yes she did iBen Slngér
allegedly dreve her $o 1413 and another hol communigue from MIss-
ourl fan Shapiro said no she didn't becavie he Just falked te her
on the telephone. Nancy aln't szald nothing, 'nor shall =e.

BOUMD=UIP ¢ Prreject Fan Club™ 13 the title of Orville Mosher's

move to publish massive data he has collected on how
to form a8 fan club. -] The Connecticut Sclience Flchtion League
has blossored Into existence with Ponald Pentr a3 presldent, s
Al Sender, also an official In the Connecticut orgemizalion, 13
opening one of his own, The Internabional Flying Savcer Bureau
(P.0. Box 241, Bridgeport, Coan.) o8 Charles Stewart Metchelte
was Finally caught By the army and i3 corrently in an airborne
Infantry cultfit at Breckenridge, Kyv. 28 Helen and Sheldon Fenson
fplus lwe small Jessons) mowed bag, baggage and new Ford statian=
wagon across country last month, enrcute to Japsma Erle and |renc
rershat lImereased the fannith population In June by one small
male. #o Niel Delack, book collector, up end married; as did
Bob Faviakb, and Lynn Hickman (buf not to - ezach other, 1t should be
pointed ocut.)

And thisz I3 to remind you that the mexl lzssove of Mews Letter
will be deleayed wntil after the Chicago convention.
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FANTASY B SCIENCE FICTION will switch fo a
monthly schedule this summer, and Include
book-=length movel: in foture Tssves. Teay
Boucher states the lssue dated September
will appear in Avgust, and a new [isue
every moath thereafter. (An Avgutt number
Is currently on sale, making 11 monthly as
far a3 dates are concerned. )

Already purchased for the magazine Is a 42,000 word nevel by
Ward Meoore, of "alternate worlds and the American Civil War."

Heward K. Priyn, of the Mew York business ofiice of the same
magazine, is engsged im complling a comprehensive 11st of fantasy
and sclence fictlen fans all over the world. What was begun 45 &
natienal 1ist of such fans taken from directories and membership
rosters |os well as fanzine subseripblon lists), has now grown fo
be of world scope. Pruyn is conlacting fans, organizatlons, fan
and professicnal macazines for assistamce. They do not plan  ta
publlish the Final lists, but use them for promoticn purposes;
however the master file will be avsllable to commercial organ-
izations on & rental basls, and fo nom=prefil Fan groups for a
lawer rate.

A CHECELIST OF FANTASTIC MAGAZIMNES
Is & new index to more than |60 sclence
and famtasy periodicals, as published inm
eleven countries. Priced at §1, Hthe 24
page lithographed booklet was issued by
Raymond | sadere (I%07=A south l4ih s,
Milwaukee 4, Wisc.) and Bradford M. Day
(127-01 |16th ave, South Czone Fark, 20,
Mew York). Tabulated In cross=columnar
form, the Index delves Into such rare
volumes as those legendary pleces publi=
thed In japan, Mexico, Cuba, Holland,
France, 5pain, Sweden and Argenting, as
well as sil American, Canadlan and Brif=
Ish magazines. (Informabtlon glven is the
vear, month, volume and whole number of
each magazine (where avallablej. HNews
to us is the information thal the French
magazine CONOUETES published & second
Issue afler that experimental, wundated
number In 1939,

OTHER WORLDS have moved into & new
editorial office &t 806 Dempiter 1t.,
Evanston, Illinols. This magazine will shordly begin using back-
cover paintings, and a better grede of paper thru=cut.

THE FLICKERS: The super-gerilla eplc of two decades ago, KING
KOMG, s again being shown around the country.

The long=threatenegd "Abbett A Costelle Go to Mars" space-
gpera commenced fliming at Univeral studios this monthe

hiew plclure: RED PLAMET MARS ([United Artist studios). An
Atmerican scientist establishes econtact with Mars, & Pussian says
T#s a fraud he perpetrated, and religion takes an uptwing.
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YEAR'S BEST SCIENCE FIC LVELS edited by Everell Fa Bleiler
and T.E. Dikty. 1Fell, Mew York, 1952, $3.50). {and

EIVE SCIEMNCE FICTION MOVELS compiled by Martin Greenberg. (CGnome
Press, Hew York, 1952, $3.50}.
I is te be re=

marked that this ldeas

aof anthologizing shori
novels wasa'l thoughtl
of long before this--we
ded't mean the process
of throwlng in & shord
novel at the end of a
book simply te fill 1
out, bul the chcoosing
of five "best" novels
to make am anthology;
these make Tlne compan-
jon pleces 1o the many
short stary callectlions
appearing 2lmost weekly
= actually, we'd much
rather oun These than
some of the vseless an=
tholegles of shoris.

The HBleller and
Wikty volume §3 Intend=-
¢cd a5 an annuwal compan=—
lom Yo their vearly
short collections; the
use of the word "best"
In thelr Hlbleg mudl be
regarded &3 & frade
mark and not NECETI&T=
ily deseriptive. Three
of the five novels In
this, thelr Flrst vols=
ymig, are Fruly outstan-
dimg while the remaindr
are merely golng along for the ride. We llke and recommend Eric
Erank Pussell's "...And Then There Were None," Arthur C. Clarke's
Meeeker of the Sphink,”™ and Frank M. fobinson's "The Hunting Sca=
son." Pemaining two are ‘Walter M. Miller Jr.'s "lzzard and the
vembranc,” and Foul Anderson's "Flight te Forever”,

The Greenbera cellection, appearing almoit simultanecusly,
presents the reverse Ip conftents: tma fine ones and Fhree which
u

you read to k11l time, Absolute tops in the volume i3 Morvell Wa
Page's chilling "Sul Witheout Horns," one of the finest stories
ever o appear in the late lamented UBENOWN $ORLDS. Eritz Leiber
i present with apother geed eae, "Deatliny Times Three." Ofthers



are Crises In Utopia®™ by Morman L. Knlghi; fThe Chronlclesr” by
A.E. wan vopt, and "The Crucible of Power by Jjack #illlamson.
Personally, W®e'd prefer more of these collections of novels and
far leis short stary dilto. =AT

FIND THE FEATHERED SERFENT by Evan Hunfer; MAROONED OM MARS by
Lester del Ray; FIVE AGAINST VEMUS by Fhillp Latham; EARTHECOUND
by Milton Lesser; and SOM OF THE STARS by Raymond Fe Jones. Al
are origlnal novels for the teen-ager, Ffrem Jlohn C. Winzton Co.,
Fhiladelphia, [958, at $2.00 each.

These books are published by a company lonc asseclated with
schonl gnd ftexct beoks and are a2imed at school librarfes and other
youth groops. Each has been wrilten with a primary Interest in
adventure and & seceandary Interest In sclence; what sclence 13
present i3 painless and not always accurate, bel 1t serves to
move fthe story and provide the necessary background.

Hunfer's FEATHERED SERPEMT is a time=treavel yarn and the best
of the group from the viewpolnt of Interest, readabllity and gen-
eral treatment of subject; three men and a boy cresh inte anclenl
Yucatan, and tooether with Hthe crew of a Vikiag ship blown off
course, Introduce many modernizations there while searchling for
legendary gods. & suggesticn 13 offered for the genesis of one
such god, Kukulzan, % 11ten Lesser's EARTHRECUMD i3 the least re-
warding of the lot, being the ald story of the youth kicked cut
of the space academy, eventoally jolning the space pirates and
clearing his good name by his undercover activitizis.

SOM, by Jones, after hurdling the chstacle of a flylng sau-
cer, gets golng &z the tale of & young man from the stars who s
shot down By ftrigger-happy Americanm afrcrafiy In spite of this
tse stranger realizes our friendliness a&nd prevents his fleeb
from blowing Earth out of space by way of retalistion. Latham?s
VEMUS Ts, happlly, nol one of his ®earth 13 doomed™ tales; It s
the chronlele ef & family bousd for & new life on the moon, then
diverted by 2 villlanouvs ship's crew, They crash om Venus, find
themselves fighting ~all manner of flora and feuna uwntil rescued.
Nel Bay's MAROCMED 3 & fwish on the seme. The bov, originally
scheduled fo fly In the Martian ship, Ffinds himself bumped, butl
stows away nevertheless. The ship crathes on Mars and the crew
must fend for themselves among the Wartlan cavern dwellers. Al
this is hardly meat for the Fam; bubt the fwo kids in this hovie—
hold conildered It keen sluff. =BT

ROBOTS HAVE NO TAILS by Lewis Padgett. (Gnome Press, New York,
1952, $2.75.1

Galloway Gallegher is self-admittedily the greatest inventor
since Leenarde da Vincl and Tom Swifl; & screwball sclentist who
can make anything with toothplcks, baling wire and beer cani. He
Is present here with five adventures originally from the pages of
ASTOUMDING and thoie adventures make fine, |light reading. Alse
present, vsvally to Galleghert?s discomfort but always to his res-
cue In fimes of trouble is Jor the robot. The conlents are: "The
Proud Pobot," "Gallegher Flus,™ "The Torld 13 Mine,™ "Ex pachina®
and "Time Locker™ --—-with the latter two perheps the best of all.

Henry Eulirer (Fadgett] 13 also the avither of a non-fantasy
beok published lask monthy MAN DECHNIMNG {(Harper:, Mes Yorka)
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THE HAPLOIDS by Jerry Sohl. [Rlnehsrt, New York, 1952, $2.50,.)

An origlinal novel which opens with a dying man admitted fto a
hospl tal=-=dylng from no known cavse that medical sclence can mame
but yel evideatly not dying fast enough, for shortly thereafter &
woman tlips In ta murder hilm. The tale that fellows I3 a combin=
ation sclence-deltective yarn with a reporter who eye=wltnessed
the myurder backtracking the woman to discover the hapleoids, an
artificlally-crested rece of women. HNot mentiocned In the book Is
the fact that the auvthor did medical research for the novel, fo
show (&b least to his own sabisfaction) fthat heplolds are gquite
possible. The voluome 13 dedicated to the doctor who "created the
first haploid,™

From the hospital, the womanis frall leads to
4 hastily=deserted laboratory and the first falntk
glimmerings of bruth about the haplolds--=a race
apart. Sohl has done a compefent job of giving a
brand new twist fo an old theme, & ftwist that Is
palnstaklingly bullk within the framework of modersn
medical experimentation. It I8 alse refreshing
sclence = fletlon because the vsual trappings of
space shipi, bems, ftractor beams and galachic wars
arc absents The time and place I3 here, today.

TAKEDOFF by C.M. Eornbluth. ([(Doubleday, MNew York, [952, $2.75.)

Another original and entertalnling novel, one that
does Involve a space ship, but a ship which never
gets off the ground until the last chapter ==and
the bedy of the story I3 the coatlavouvs wuphlll
struggle to get It of f the ground,

Eorabluth pletures & government «hich lalks much

"3 but does nothing about bullding and Jaunching
such & ship, plcltuores an enthuvslazbic group of

amateurs and professionals who have more falth in

space than thelir government and who undertake to build and launch
one themtelves. The story 13 teld by & young ceramics englneer,
hired away from the AEC to deslign and bulld the llner for the
tubes: hls flirst suspleclons are aroused by a study of the blue=
prints and further Investigation reveals fo him that the ship Is
intended for a far different purpose than the announced one, and
is being financed from a secret purse. Well worthwh]le. =BT

IMAGIMATION UNLIMITED edited by Everett F, Blefler & T.E. Diktys
|Farrar, Strauvs and Young, New York, 1952, $3.50.)

Thirteen yarns drawn from the back files of four magazines,
zach representing to a greater or lesser degree some branch of
science; In some cases the editors have picked & very fine story
tailor-made for that parflcular sclience, while In other cases
they strayed very far indeed. Similarly, some of the stories are
poor specimens considering the very large fleld to choose from=---
but then we suppose anthology editors are rapldly coming to thelr
wits?! end, a5 well as the bottom of the barrel; 13 there any
other Field of ficklion which has been 3o thoroughly reprinted?

The contents: what Dead Men Tell [Sturgeon, mathematlics) ,
Peferent [(Bradbury, phllosophyi, BIlind Man's Buff |]jameson, geo-
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logy and geographyl, Pressure [Ruckiynne, chemistryl, The X1 Ef=
fect (Latham, physics), Old Faithful (3allun, astronomy), Alas,
All Thinking! (Bates, biologyl, Dune Reller (May, bio=chemlsfry),
Employment [de Camp, paleonbolegy), Oreams Are Sacred (Philllps,
paychology), Hold Back Tomorrow (Meville, sociology), BHerom
(Berryman, llnguistics), The Fire and the Seard (Robinson, anth=
ropﬁlugvi. Cur p:r:unql cholices for choice reading are those by
Jullan May, Peter Philllps, Erls Weville and Frank Robinzon. =87

CITY by Clifford Simak. {Gnome Fress, New York, 1952, 3$2.75.)

Ye have long been an admirer of Simak and his works, and 30
locked forward to this volume with keenest expectations. it did
not disappoinf us, representing as If does some of his very hest,
most sensitive writing. The publisher deserves 8 rude thumb for
stating on the Jjacket ™a new sclence fiction novel of the future"
===for It 1% not. It Is however & fline blend of seven previous
tales, together with much new material, and the end result 13 a
ten=thousand=year histary of a family and that family's servants.

in the beglaning the citles are deserted by all but the sen=
timental few becavie cliles 4re obiolete; thils is the original
tale, "City®™. Afterward come "Huddling Place,” "Census,” "Para-
dise,” "Hobbles," "Azsop™ and "Trouble With Ants". The 10,000
years roll on and man becomes obsolete, replaced by dogs amd ro=
bots who speculate on the creature thet ruled the carth before
them. Fimally, they In turn are havled up short and the wisest
among them can foresee thelr own end as the ants began bulliding a
cltys Recommended == don't pass thiz one byl =BT

THE MIXED MEN by A.E. van Vogt., ([Gnome Press, Nee York, $2.75)

Turning vp & van Vogl volume each month Is gettling to be &
habit =-we wonder what the man snd his varlous pr?lihlrl will do
when a1l his old serlals and shert storles sre exhavstedy This
volume consists of three of his previous tales, "Concealment,™
"The Storm," and "The Mixed Men,™ rewritten Into a contlavous
narrative. The connecting links aren't too well-flited and the
scams show, where one yarn ends and the next begins.

Yan Voglt the emplre bullder is agein at work, and perhaps 1%
Is his Canadlan ancestry which Is responsible for his curious
preoccupation with royalty a3 the rullng class. Here, "the Right
Honorable Gloria Cecliy, Lady Lavrr of Noble Laurr, Grand Captain
of the ([ship) Star Cluster™ iz leading home her mighty vessel
from an exploratory and star-mapping fen years in space when they
stumble across an alien weather-statlon In the Greater Magellanic
Cloud=-=where no such weather=-station has a right to be. Captured,
the statlonmaster kills himself but Is promptly revived and near-
Iy pumped dry of knowledge; wnwilllmgly he reveals the existence
of a people expelled from carth flfteen thousand years before.
And the Right Honorable Glorta Ceclly cannot rest enlil she digs
them out and welds them Info earth's emplre, whether they Ilke 1#
or not,. Involved In a sub-plet are the three races hidden &mong
the stars; Oellian, non-Dellians, and the mixed men. =aT

SPACE HAWK by Anthony Gilmore. [Greenberg, New York, 1952, £2.75)

Subtitled "the greatest of Interplonctary adventurers™, this
story could Just &3 ecasily have been set In a4 cow=town. Since IF°



12

12 & reprinting of yarns twenty years old, we weren't expecting
much and was therefore surprised fo find the writing very good.
Certainly 1t iz more than adeguate for the plet=-=-which 13 out of
ihe cornfleld, and the characterization-=which with ons exception
Is sterotypeds The exceplion ls the hero's Megro assistant, a
brave and intelligent human belngs The cther characters arz the
Indestructable hero himself, his enemy the arch=villaln Doctor Eu
Sul, and the Master Scienfist. The Scientist's Daughter 13 not
mentloned until near the end and there 15 mo $¢x or jove Interest
unless you go in for symbollsm.

Hawk (i3 the Eind of a hero who calmly files
his fingernalls while the battle rages arcund
him, and every so offen his eyes turm bleak. Im
one scene he is & caplaive of a minar villain
nemed Judd fthe Kite; Judd shtands ower him
gleating, and every few minutes delivers Hawk 2
Eick in the head. No wonder the poor man's
eves go bleak, We would recommend this beok
bo (1} the completeist, [2) the ald time nos=
talgie Hawk Carse fan, and 13) the younger
element who I|lke Space Fatrol, Buck Rogers
gnd the like. Others save your mORey.

—fPeviewed by Len 1. MoFfatt

Tony Bouwcher's sclience-fiction mystEry,
«+WRITERS* POCEET TO THE MORGUE, has been released
by Dell books at 25£. when this firak

appeared Tn hardcovers several years ago,
speculatien ran rife as to who the real charecters might be, be-
hind the fictiticus names; the mystery deals with fans, writers,
editors and others Im the science field. The favorile lndoor
sport of the day was to leaf thru the story, point ovt pames, end
say Tthis T3 Ackerman, this is willlamson,” ete. Try 1t once.

Lester del Ray's yarn "Merves," ariginally published in AST=-
OUMDING fn 1942, has been purchased for fiiming by Paramount Fix.
Mo cast hay been anncunced af this early date; plcture probably
«ill be s€en next winter or spring. Measnwhile, George Pal bought
ihe sequel=novel, AFTER WORLDS COLLIDE, te follow up his previous
plcture. Flak=-kappy publiclty men first announced that Pal "was
having the seguel written for him, ™

william F. Temple [London) has sold his GALAXY nevel, * The
four=5ided Triangle” to the studios. The picture will be fllimed
in London beglnning this summer and parbara Payton has been blll=
¢d a3 the feminine lead--although this may be only a publicity
stunt te cash in on the woman's recent ncwspaper triengles.

joseph Payne Brennan of Yale Univ. Library has published &
bibliocgraphy of H.P. Lovecraft, including works about the writer
as well as fictlon by him. (BIbllo Press, 1104 vermoni avae, MN.W.
weshington 5, DC). Friced at o dollar.

Sam Moskowi bz 13 continulng his HISTORY OF FARDOM, bringling
bhe chronleles up to 1950, The wolume will be published (n hard
covers by Henry Burwell, co-publisher of the first volume.

Murray Leinster Is delng three teen-age science novels built
around space thips and stalions.



David Hegerman, boock collector and Universily of Chicage fan
club member, died in & fire af his home last Easter. Hegerman
was science ficklon book reviewer for the Chlcago DAILY MEWS,

Alfred Bester's serial THE DEMOLISHED MAN 75 being complele=
Iy revised for hardeover publlcation this Fall (Shaska). Rester
recently returned from & vacation In Evrope. He cxplains his wie
of of i=beat character names In fhe sfory a8 derivations of Texan
brands, projected Into & fulure sociely. fome cxlreme examples
ef those names will be €liminated from the revised book, and many
parts of the novel rewriffen for & newer public.

Eaymond Fe Joncs s revising his "Peace Engineers® series,
Inelivdling much anew material, for book publicatlion thils fall.

Five writers: walter
Ms MlLIler Jr., L. Sprague
de Camp, Foul Andersen,
Sam Merwin jr., and Frank
Yocbinson, have been com=-
missloned by Shasta to do
origlanal novels, most of
which will see print this
year,

Davild Evle i3 editing
4 "who's whae" of Tandem,
for future publication .
The lithographed booklef
will contaln blographles
45 well a3 photos. 1300
west O7th 5t., HNew York).

Mack Eeynolds now re=-
tiding in Loulaville, Ev.,
until after the clections,
dolng political writings Aflter thias fall he expects to seitle In
southern Indiana. SCIENCE FICTION CARNIVAL, the humor anthology
co-edlted by Reynolds amd Fred Broen (3 cxpected in the fall.

Robert Bloch has sold & cut=-down wversion of his new novel,
"Call Me Faust™ to BLUE BOOK; plus two shorties o Howard Browne.

Isaac Asimov’s Gnome Fress novel, 1, ROBOT, willl be pubbed
In & dollar edifion this year by Grosset? and Dunlap.

Willy Ley and Chesley Bonestell's king=-sized space prirer,
THE COMCUEST OF SPACE, has been purchased by Paramount Plx and
turned over lo George Pal for production. (See "COLLIDE™ on pre-
vicus pages) It I3 not kEnown at thiz zarly date Just what Pal
Intends e do wilh the book== perhaps Fllm the statledtlici.

Actor®s son Willisem Fowell Jr. 13 wriblng the screen story
for "Space lsland,” upcoming space-cpere from Universal studies.

Fletcher Pratt & Jack Cogginy have snobther 1llustrated 51
book from Pandem Housc: BY SPACE SHIF TO THE mOOM.

Helnleints film, DESTIMATION MOCM, |3 now available fer home
showing on lGmm machines.



INTRODUCING A NEW SCIENCE FICTION AUTHOR ...

.ssgnd the kind of reviews his
first novel has been recelwlng

THE HAPLOIDS
by Jerry Sehl

s 2.50 Lt
et

W.B. Read & Compamy
~Booksel lers=

Avtegraphed coples upon requests.

Jerry Sohl

gloomington, Illinals



15

by Darrell
Cs Rlchardson

THE FANTASY BHHHAH'

The appearance of the first volume in the new Polaris Fantasy
Library 13 an event of first magnil tude: THE HEADS OF CERBERUS by
Francis Stevens I3 & surperb example of book-making art, Boxed
in & slip case, printed en special deckle-edged anticue paper,
and set In modern Electra type face, the volume I3 o delight fe
the book lever. Lleyd Arithir Eshbach should be congratulafed on
this preject which caters tc the genuine collector and connolss=-
¢ur. The orice i35 $3 and can be obfaioed only from Polarls Fress
[F.O. Box 159, PReading, Fennd.] The edition 13 strictiy 1imited
te 1300 numbered copies, ten of which are bound In & speclal edi=
Flen In red half-leather and gray cloth.

Framcls Stevens [(real names
Mri. Gerfrude Bennetl) was one
cf the best of the old=time fan-
tasy writers. | have always Tell
that her writing =as on par =ith
Ae Merriht, Garret Smith, J.U.
Glesy, Charles B. Stllazon, Homer
Eonm Flint, Austin Hall and clher
cold masters of fantasy. COrigin=-
ally publlshed In 1%19 1n THRILL
BOOE, ™ The Heads of Cerberua ™
has been an almost legendary
TFem, P, Zchuyler Miiller calls
it "perhaps the first work of
fantasy to envisage the parallel
time=track conceplt with an added
variation."” The story holds up
very well accordliang te modern
standards and i35 easily ong of
the better pleces from the pen
ef "™Francis Stevens™, Eshbach
has written an excecllent Intro-
duct lon whieh ccntalans hiltherto
unknown facls about the suthor.
The next Folaris Press selection
it THE ARYSS OF ®ONDERS by Per-
ley Fecore Shechan,

TRENDS « « » »

| have found It Interesting from time to time lo
obhserve the lrends of collecting Fn the sclence flchion and Fan-
tasy worlds, It deesn®t  take much to cevie certélin books, or
writers, or lypes of steries, Io be svddenly sought affer. For
example, slnee 1743 when FAMDUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES changed thelr
pelicy and began publlshing classics that had appeared only In
book form, almost any story sppearing there became scughl after
in its origlinel boot fore by fans and colleclors. | have observed
this in the Fen Fress, in wani ads, and In the mzny fan and desl-
er lists which | recelwe. Qulle offen, when an wnusvally popular
story appears in FAM, collectors desire other stories by the same
author. As a resuvlt, they begln avidly searching for bhose other



fantasy bocks; many dealers have been clever encugh to caplialize
en thie lrend and the prices have gone up accordinglys

|n 1647 | wrote an article for Langley Searlet? FANTASY ODM-
MENTATOR called "The Tarzan Theme". In that articlie | discussed
various books vsing the "Tarzan theme® --- books desling with the
children ralsed by animals and growing up In savage enviarnment .
| especlally commended THE LICM'S WAY and KASPA THE LIOMN MAN, by
C.T. Stoncham, and LORD OF THE LEOPARDS by F.A.M. Webster. Soma-
time later | furmnished a copy of THE LICN'S WAY io Mrs Gnaedinger
for use In FRA, These books seemed lo shrike the faney of hun=
dreds of fans and reedersy | do nof remember how many letbers |
received wanting me to loecate coples af them, Several British
book deslers rzported a run on the fitles: | placed a stendin
order with them to send me all the copies they cewld locate, bu
1 still could not supply the demand. And | still oceasiaonally
receive letters begging Tor books on "ihe Tarzan theme", Seversl
gurroughs? collectori now consider these books 48 necesasary com=
panion volumes to thelr Tarzan sets.

A couple of years ago a sudden interest developed In the
fantasy works of Dion Fertune. Such titles as THE GOAT=-FOOT GOD,
THE WINGED BULL anmd THE SEA PRIESTESS commanded premium prices,
it was not wntil recent months that coples of these books could
be obtained at fairly reasonable prices.

Of course, the rather curious and nearly fanatical demend
for H.P. Lowecraft (especially THE CUTSIDER) has ebbed
and flowed In Intensity for over len years. This demand
may or may not have had some relationship fto the demand
for the varlous volumes in the Enallish Pereeps™ and "Not
At Myght™ series which reprinted many stories from WEIED
TALES, Including Lovecrafl fales. These books are skill
4? considered prime eollector's Tlems.

The works of Talbot Mondy, praciically all of which are out
of print, struck a high level of popularity & few years ago and
appear to be maintaining & sieady appeal for the book collectors
-= especially those whe like both fantasy end the Orient. Al the
present time, the werks of Geerge Gf}Frlft seem to be uwndergeing
a revivaly all st once a ferrific demand “for his Hitles has de-
veloped among collectors. Griffith was a British wriler who had
most of his work pubiished arcund the turn of the cenfury; such
fitles ax WVALDOR THE OFT-RORN, THE AMGEL OF THE PEVOLUTICN, OLGA
BCMANOFE, THE LAKE OF GOLD, ROMANCE OF THE GOLDEN STAR, THE OUT-
LAWS OF THE AlR, and various other books Ilsted In The Checklist
are very much toughl.

These trends develop, | belleve, for a numbeér of reasons.
For ene thing, we llke fo read what everybody clsc 13 talking
about: furthermore, we are curlous souls 4nd we wonder why & sud=
den interest develops 1n cerfain books or writers. we have an -
idea that, IF & lot of other pecple |lke certain books, maybe we
will iike them tloo. And of course there are those of us wilth the
pack-rat Instinct who simply want to have any books or magazines
that are rare and soughl after.

Jjust arrived: GREEN FIRE by John Taine. (FFCI, $3). This
scarce and sought=after tale 13 back In print for the first time
since 1928. This epic novel about the super—science of 1990 will
be reviewed In thls columa next Issue. =DCR
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Poul Anderson MMinngapolis): "This

letter 15 to inform you that vou have
LETTERS made & serfous error, atiributing fo
me 4 damaging statement which | never

made and laying vyourself open fto

. charges of libel, slander, charscter-
aszassination, murder, arson, counterfelting, barratry, Communlism
malfesasance, and consplracy. On page 3 1u§ the May lssve) | am
quoted 43 answering the guestion "Do you read science fiction in
the bathtub®" as follows: ™)1 find 1} an extremely difflcul ) place
to properly hold or suspend the sversge pulp publicetion devoted
to sclence fiction while Immersed in hot water and too the light
Is net properly located In any bathroom conducive o casusl brow—
sing.™

Anyone reading this vile senbence will, if he I's 3o gullible
a5 to belleve | s&id it, consider me guilty of [a) splitting an
Infinitive and Ib) cruelfy to animals, slnce If | ever used the
bathtub 1% would frighten the goldfish no end. | can produce
fifteen witnesses of undisputable Integrity whe did net hear me
make the above statement.

Heweyer, rather than drag this sordid matter Inte Vhe courts,
i would prefer o sebtle 1 # pr|iﬂ|l|1(, by the more genltlemaniy
custom of the duello. I¥ you do not publish an Immediate re=
braetlon, my seconds will call on you In the morning. They gek
vp before | do.™

il Rebractlion: Poul Anderson would not dresm of reading s=-f
in the bathtub, thereby frightening the goldfish by elther end. )}

Jomes Blish (lomg Island City)ls "... | think 1t sheuld be
pointed out that JACK OF EAGLES 13 not "am original nevel, never
before publlshed.t =

The statement In guetes I3 exachly 50% frue. JACE was Firsd
published as & 30,000-word tshort novel! In the December, 1940,
THRILLING WONDER STORIES wader the ¥itle "Let the Finder Beware.”
A noklce to that effect was supposed Yo appear In the book wer=
sion, bul the publisher inadvertently omitted its There i3,
however, quite & bit of new material In the book verslon: 1t Is
telce 44 leng as the magazine version and was rewrliiten from
scratch,”

(t'was the wislt to the six worlds of tomorrow & part of the
new materialy We can't quite wisvalize TWS following your trick

paging for the Fourth Tomorrow. =37 0

Frederik Fohl (New York)s: "Thank
you wery much for the note In HNews
Letter announcing that | am getting
marrled this moath. (Howewer) iF §2 &
liHtle premature, In that |'ve nol as
yet pot unmarried. You get an E for
Effert, theough, and whatever wedding
presents come In (ti) split with youe®

i Hever mlnd the presents--= send
along & bridesmaid and (1] marry wou
of f in every issve. =BT W



18

Darrell C. Richardson!s monumental
volume of research and biblicgraphy
Psople Notes WAX BPAND, THE MAN AND HIS WORK, has
been published fn hardeovers by FPCl.
To be reviewed here next issves

John Collier and Arthur Co Clarke won the 1952 Fantasy Award
in London lasl monthe Collier's FANCIES AND GOODNICHTS was
chosen the best in the fiction fleld; the annuel award 13 & lable
lighter mounted on & wood base, with 2 space ship model mounted
just to the rear of the lighter. Second and Phird plece ln the
fiction field went to  Johm Wyndham for hls DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS,
and to Pay Bradbury for THE ILLUSTRATED MAM.

Clarke, avthor of
THE EXPLORATION CF SPACE, won the nen-fichion award, with second
and third places geing to willy Ley for his DRAGONS INM AMBER, #nd
to Fletcher Fratt for ROCEETS, JETS, GUIDED MISSLES AMD SPACE
FLIGHT. #As usual, the awards machipnery was hampered by lack of
funds, mostly Britlsh caplital backing the annval effair.

porma Erler 'and Dave Hammond are the
names behind the pen-name "Made," sppearing
in this issue. And the picture al fhe right
reprezenls pure nepoblsm, Two lsiucs ago, my
doughter hed & plicture herein, =hich Tmmed-
lately created a howl from the younger son.
This i3 lo restore peace In the family.

Judy May, chalrman ef the Chicago convention, reperis that
more than six hundred memberships have now beecn sald -=by far the
largesi of any of the annual conventions.

fred Goetz (3488 22nd st., San Franciscol has organized an
internatienal tape-respondence exchange, similar te his earlier
wire-recording club which has several hundred merbers. Ferhaps
kalf & dozen fans owning tepe recorders arc active in samg. Goetz
has interested some of the tape manufacluring companies Tn his
organization and they are asslssting by means of advertizing &
publicliy.

e e e e A e B R W S -

EXCERPTS ERCM THE FAM PRESS (gems that othereise might oo ussungl

"please tell Marion Bradly though she means well, that I'm
not culte thirteen, #nd never will sec twelve or thirtecn again.
T am mature, cullered high school Freshman who hs: reached the
wise ole age of 14, And if anything hurts the circulation of a
mag more lts bo tell the public that thz editor 13 13 ar |4 or 12,
I'm sure Maricn didn't mean anylhing, butl her and Kog Fhillips
made the mistate, Mot guite as worie a3 not getting sub. s te
get one Flilled with Ffawning mavdling slep aboul hew mice it is te
have someone so young publishing a fandline even though 11 i3 erod.
| Ilve In dread fear of the Chicon. 'How are the fans golng to
resct to s 14 yr. old In atlendence? when they retire bo the
770ts & smoked fliled rooms will there be roem for this creaturey
Or will he Be cast out, I|ike a street urchin, tossed and ragoed,
domed to spend the night aloned ..."

=David lah, in OFUS #4 .

INobody should be domed te spend the night alonel If they
toss you cut ragged, [ave, join me down in the bar. =8T1



SHOCK

THE LONG LOUD SILEMNCE

by willsen Tucker

is the most sensablional sclence flction
novel since "The Twenty=FIfth Hour™ and
"Einal Blackouwi™,

Reallstic, grim, hard=hitting, this
startling novel paints a brutal piclure
of the Unlted States ftorn down the
middle === af Amerlcan froocps stafioned
along the Mississlppl fo enforce the
division === of one=half the population
with radicx, neen lights, comforts; the
other half with nothing left to them
but the bitter piclture of 1ife, light
and souvnd across the rivers

THE LONG LOUD SILEMCE I3 descriptive of
the twenly-six states scaled of f by
troops, descriptive of the dead future
¢nforced on them. This compelllng novel
strikes the wery roots of such an
exlatence, brings inbo the open every
resultant evil.

THE LONG LOUD SILEMCE has no "good"
herc. |t has & tough=minded protageonist
caupght on the wroeng side of the river,
4 man who brawli and shootd his way
scross nine states lo reach safely--and
an vnexpeclted receplion.

THE LONG LOUD SILENCE will not be pub=
lished until Cctober, bul 3o unusuval a
book deserves an wnusval advance ann-
ouncements All book storles will take
your reservalfon pow. £2.50

The Long Loud Silence

by Wilsen Tucker

'8

EHART oMP 232 Madison Avenue,
. ol ANY Mew York 16, N. Y.
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