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FORINTT ORD

Tiic two spooches prosonted in this littlo pamphlet wore writton originally with
the intontlon of having thom given ot the Nowark Fourth Eostorn Science Fietion
Conventiens According to a decros laid dovm by the solf=oppointod Convontion Comme
ittee 2ll spooehes had first to bo submittod to this committee for apprcval, Tho
repgon for thig fascistic action of cunsoyship was te provent any now or criginal
ideas fron boing prosonted. The convention was to bte kept dovm tc an ompty routino
cf moro blabbor aboutrhow good or bad seme particular yarn was=-~the convonbion was
not to do any original or constructive worke Apporently it was tho bolief of the
carmittec that fans wore incapablo cf withstending now ideas or with coping with

strange cr unusual ocneoption of thoir hobby. Thoy were, acccrdingly, tc be insue
lateds

In the words of ono cf tho Committes mombers in a letter publishod in JEDDARA,
--="Bvory talk muct bo first road by the convention committee so that no moro scrave
lecse, scattor~brained, MicheleWollheim idoas cf forming a fine foderaticn of African
Bush Bavages, Chinose, Jops, Indians, mon from Venus idoas orzop ine" Vell, nothing
dounted, Michol and Wollhoim submitted spoeches anyway, They wore rojected, Howe
ovor these two individuals cannot so lightly toss asido all the pregressivo idoas
and dreecms of civilized man, nor so crudely deny the Utopion and Progressive side of
scionco=ficticne MNor do thoy boliove that scionceefiction fans aro as stupid,
stodgzy and hopeless as Mre Moskowitz thinks they ares Thorefore, tho twe spoeches
have boon published in pamphlet form,

Mre Wollhoim's spooch is o cloar statement of tho positicn now being hold by an
increasing number of fans today, It presonts o quostion of vital oconcorn tc all
roaders, writors and publishers cf scioncoefiction, Nr, Michol'as spooch is dosign=
ad for tho consideration of tho advancod fan and is suggosted for caroful study,




SCIENCE FICTION AND SCIENCE , .
by Donald As Wollheim

irs Chairman, Fellow scienceefigtlion fans : =~ K.

The primary purpose of any oenvention is of course to resume old aquaintances,
to moke new ones and to solidify good feeling amonget thoae with whaom tho eonvone
tion goers have muoh in common, But once tho convontion has actually convoned, it
is nesossary to find moro ndoquato roasona for earrying on what might be tormod the
"roul business" of tho oonvontiom, And this business is admost in ovory ocac to
surve: the poat and to drow up the now alignmeonta for tho future.

This is as true of o scionoo Fiction convontion as of any othor kind. Espeoiclly
is this true at the prosont momofit whon soionce~fiction fandom is becaming inoroce-
ingly oritical of its formor sbamdards and is geaking now standards ox moasuraments
and goalse At the momont, the renks of the fans ecom almoat split in half on an °
issuo of whot shall bo tho aim of scionce~fiction activitios,

In tho past it was always takon for grantod thot scionso-fiction could have only.
tho ono objoctiva==ata rougso intprost in scionco and to awnken a desiro among roade.
ors to study science and to ombugk upon a_selontific carocrs Of courso, it was ale
ways rocognized that not all couldd be oxpectod to rush off and become sciontists,
but that vas the aim of scioncg Hioction anywoy~~=to cauze as many Qs possidble to do=
voto thoir onopgies and tnlents 4oward the renlization of tho inventions ond discove
oriog prophocioed by tho writers of fantostic fictione :

No ono doubted this aim ot f#rst. Tho bollof in a sciencomfuture for science~
fiction reafors wns first formulated by Hugo Gernsback, so called "Father of Seoience
Piotion" ahd teken for granted thoreaftor by tho various persong who were to follow
in his footetopse Towords thig aim the discussions pages of tho magazinos woro
oponod=e=lottors oritioizing amd debating tho various scionos itomg of the stories,
Then "Scienae tionaires" and Soienoe pogos and features began to moko thoir
appearances Fang formed clubz devotod to the making of scionce~students out of
scicnco fiction fans.

Tho first such olub was tho first Intornatlonsl Seiontifip Association which exe
isted from 1928 to 19334 Following it eame tho second IBA which ran frem whore the
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Tirst loft off up to 3937 and & rovival of which ig now boing suggosteds These clubs
woro as powerful as an Stfe=fcunded club is likely to be. Thoy ran up large and ace
tive rembershipge=ethoy published longelived and woll=attonded magazinog===they had
brances and members in many secticnse The aim of those olubs was to interest scie
ence=fiction fans tewards a study of scionco and thus to causo scmo to ombark upon

& sciontific careers Thore were othor clubs of this naturs; in fact, all Stf. clubs
had this airm including the meny chaptors of the Science Ficticon League,

Vhat was the results cf those cluba? Did they sueceed in their cbjocts? Tho
oditiors, writors and fans ogroed thet fans could and would becomo scientists. The
clubs set out to preve it, Thoy proved what? Thoy produced a fow scattoring sincere
scionce studentse Thoy produced also a lerge amount of writers, poets, aritists,
amateur publishers and kindred typos that woro not tochnicionse Tho porcentoge of
sciontists to literateurs and artists was about one to twontye

And whet of the sciontista that arcse from the ranks of science~fiction? With
very few oxcoptions, if, any at all, thoy proceeded immodiately tc dencunce science=
fiction as "juvehrile", as "droaming", as "time=wasting", as the Mrefuge of intellece
tual frauds or the montally shiftless". 1In short, thoss few fans who had succeedod
in roalizing a geionce career fovosworo their former reading and deniod it as a rose
ponsiblo elemont, On the cthor hand, several dozen writors, cditors and artists
gavo Stfe crodit for first ewakening and developing their talents.

Did thesc scientiflonlly minded Stf, clubs aocieve any practical results, or add,
in thoir work, oven the tiniest mite to the gtere of man's imowledgo? Not that I
know of'y Thoy did add reams and reams of writing and other nonetechnical stuff,

In the light of these results and facts ovor ten yeara of aotual experience are
we not justifiod in reesxomining the naturo of scionce=fiction? Evidaontly it is not
the agent for making scientists it has been cracked up to bas Cortainly no one in
his right mind can deny that the magazines worked towards that angle with might and
maine Nor can any cofie deny that tho results obtained did not justify in tho smalle
o5t degrea that work.,

Why was this so?
Science Fiotion is o form of escapo literature, That is obvious, that is correct.
ing fiction basod on fantasy it is more intonsely oscapist than tho average liter-

Ba
aturo, That it 1s also based on the probabilities of ascionce does not alter tho
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oscapist fantasy-bosces The roaders aro motivated primarily by o strong dosire to
osgapo, oven if only in thoir imnginations, to a world wherein sciaence has fulfillod
ita promisose The worlds thoy oscape to, might oxigty that is beside the quostione
Tho point ip they do not oxist now, the roadors are too impatient and dissatisfied
with present=day progress to accopt it, and thorofore rush ahend to watch the 1nag-
inod ouscome of scionce ns it might bas

True scionce itself doeg not deal with probubilitioss It deals with fectu. One
definition of acionce states that it is tho orderly accumulation snd classification
of faots. Whot is done with those facﬁs, what could be dono with thoso facts (vut
nasn t), what facts remain undiscovurod and honce hypothoﬁioal are not thoe probiom

£ the romonrch soiontist, Ho follows 4 trail basod upon oxact ruutine work e upon
often grimly monotonous reitoration of tost after oxact tombte If he spoculates upon
what he might find ten yoars from now, ho wastes his: tiimo, and makee his work loss
oxact and honco loss scionbifics His work is today, nowe ﬁlth oxact actual knowlodgo,
and not dreamod fortnsione

An escapist or fantasy-dronmer has not the potionco or doggodnoss to pursue this
iron grind, The stf fan ronds his sciuvncoe=fantasios boenuse ho wants to oscape the
Erin monotony of the prosent for tho glamor and glitter of moEx n nonwmoxistent
future. Ho pins his hope in scionce as tho maker of that future but he himgelfl by
the very Baturc of his mind cannob partake of the work of prosont=day science, His
mind iz not the troinod patient mind of the aspientists, his. is the wild flaming mind
of tho utopian, of the champion of sciencoy not of the werkor in scionceos

It is tho few oxceptions te this that succeed in buckling thoir minds dowm to
prosont routine that fooled Gernsbacke It 1s the strugegle that many of these excopm
tions had ngainst tho fantasy=-thinking of stf that caused thoir denciations of i%
afberwards

Oneo nlght point in robuttal cf this argumont to the oxample of a certain scionoco=
fiction fan who studied and masterod scionow , roceivod a degroe in scienco , and
yot today is tho dditor of one of tho big nowasstand scienceefiction magazines. Hore,
one might say, is tho proof that an stf fan can moake o sciontist and still beliove
in stfs This particulsr porson in fact has ropoatedly championad this thoorye

It hoppons though¥f that my centontion .still holdss For this fan who mastored
sclonce is not a scientist todays He has reverted dack to his former scionce=fantasy
£18)d. Docs & man gbudy scionce in high school and collego, mastor o BeDy 5 &N MeSa,
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or finally perhaps a PheDe only to become the editor of & pulp magazine? Why did he
not utilize this hard won teohnical knoweledgo to pursuo a research caroer? Why is

his trainod brain not put to uso today to advancs the frontiers of man s knowleodge

and power? Surely enough nonstechniocal persons could bo found to edit a pulp magazimo?

Tlic answey 18 easy but sade Socioty had no placa for this trained mind, thero was
not room for another sciontiste Hy could not find a jobe Since he has to live, he
took to writing fontasios ond thus found his way to the oditor's dosk, But tho know=
lodpge and tochnicnl ability and gonius that won him his degreo stagnatese The achiove
oments and triwmphs thot he might have won for mankind aro lost for lack of a labor=
atorys

Such would bo the fote of any fan who octbually succeeded in mastering scionocas
Socioby of today would find no placo for hime Speicty today rejects him and his do=
nations and makes the path hard for those who would followe Loarned idiots in powor
make bralnloss romarks that we neod loss oducations High scobod jackassss ocall for
scionec to "boke a vacation"e Blookod nincompoecps bury the latest achiovemonts of
sclenco in order not to cut down their profits, Why? Because tho cconomio breakdevm
af sceicty oaused by a planlecss and med systom hag left no placo for any Zuiarws
furthor advencoment of lomwledgo, Yet such an ndvance is #ital if monkind $s to wmdk
oxiat furthor,

In tho light of thaty tho duby and purpose of seioncoefiction and its roadors
should o stond out clear and brilliant, If we believe in scicnoco, if we belicve
thot scionco can give nankind a futuro more to our liking, if we want to ses or help
bring about that future thon we must awoken to our position as dofondors of scioncoe
Vo are not aciontists, we tre tho ndvocatos of scioncos We bolievo in scicnce and it
holds for us the fubturo of the world, Today it is monocod on all eides by tho onrush
of a now barbarism « by tho insonity and incompetance of the morons now wielding
powor ovaor e large part of this globa,

Scicnco=fiction should present an unyielding front to tho enemies of sczgnce, wo
should oppose tho waremakors, tho now barbarians who call themselvos "faseists" and
dostroy scienco in those unhappy regions in which they gain their hold, Wo who
Lboliove in seicnco, who express our belief by our enjoyment of stfy, must roalize that
today scionco is menaced by roactions Must roolizo that today scionce, and with it
all humanity, is fighting for 1ts very Yife. Amd that wa, 08 champions of scionco,
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oan on1¥ redeem our boliofs by fighting shoulder to shoulder with scienco and with
those millions and dilliens of humang who champion progrosss <

The duty and purposc of scionco=fiotion cen only bo to defond soionce, to urge
its readera and followers %o dofond tho cause of scionces to cense the delusions
that anyono can follow of scionce onrocer when alrondy oxlsting scionbists are finde=
ing themeolvaos cast out &nd holplosse Such a course, to continuo tho old delusion,
suiscidaly Vo who boliove in scionco must defend ite Wo aro not sciontisbs, wo are
its defondorse It is tho duty of soionce=fiction to point out continually that scione
must win, that progress must go on, that ronotion nnd fascism must bo dofoateds

READ "PHE SCIENCE FICTION ADVANCE"
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YEE FOBITION OF SCIENCE, CORELATIVE TO SCIENCE FICTION AND THE PRESENT AND DEVELOPING
L TERGATIONAL ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CRISIS.
by John Ba Michol -

lirey Chairman, visitors and scomrades : =

It hos beon giveon mo to understand that all speeches at this, gathoring must. concpnn
thomgulvos with the fiolds of sclonco=fiction or fantasye The subject I am about %o
discuss concorns, of the two, scicnce=fictions I have alsc boon advisod that shord
speochos aro degirod bacause of the groat numbor of subjocts to bo dealt with hore-
this altornochy, and will thorofore confine myself to bosio statomontss

‘Practicnlly, nobody gnins anything from doing nothing,

An inactivo body doos either one of 4wc thingse It stays where 1t is, set, immove
oble, or olse i1t decays, dogenarttaes beck through its provious ntoakes of dovelopment
until tho ond is roachcd and tho body disappocrse As natural laws operate cternally,
vhotover forces acted to first producc it ronctivate thamsolves and dovolopment
starbs againe If tho samo state of nonmdovolopment 1s rcaohod the conditions will
ropcat themselves ad infinitume Tho vesult, os can be scon, is procisely nothing,

Today, tho world finds itsolf in much tho some position as cur hypothetical bedye
Taldng; tho stato of civilizabion as n whole and obscrving tho vorious forccs oporat=
ing within its framowork, it is immodintely apparent that o numbor <f contradictions
exigt thot in the cnd threaton to nullify its progress ond throw it into rotrogressian

Tho structuroe of cur oivilization 1s basod upon the standrds of devclopment of
varicus aspcebs. or manifestationa of the.crontive thrust which dctivates the whole of
men's propross, Theso aspocts nre, namely, occnomic, political, social and cultural,
The Tirst aspeet concorns the development stanarda of the means by which the race
cxisto and xiidoshiolds itsclf from want and the destructive powers of natures Tho
second concerns the mothods by which we ovolve tho prowkh of tho sbages of the firsk
and the third and fourth aro roflections or montal byeproducts cof the operation, by
tho two formory upon socicty as o wholoe Tho force that continucs and gucrantoss the
atvance of the standards of theso aspocts i scienco, the forms of which aro dotore
cinad by what is teochnically knovm ns the dialectic, which term may be dofindd as
followstm= The dialoctic is o procoss resulting from the confldzts of the varied
irterests of humanity which cealescas the nobulous forces releansed by those conflicts
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inko a rigid throad running through history which dotorminee irrevooably tho sourse
of humen affolrs and which lasts as long ns opppming interests exlst in human inbtaw
coursQe

Vie see, thoroforac, thet the growth of man's knowledge is o result of on inflowe
iblo process depending entirsly on the operation of natursl laws, We soe furdher
that man haz advanoed and we lmow by rovicwing history tho atops token to effect
this ndvances Again this chain of reasoning may be used to present the fact that man
progross has been accompanied by a llke progresg in scionce,

Science, in that light, is tho rosult of mon g conflict with naturs and o reflectw
icy of his innor conflictse It is ot onco an cutgrowth of his advance and an aid to
future advances Ipso focto, it is o part of man and insoparatle from his futures Wo
ney concludo, on that baais, that the formgaf our oivilization, from tho vory earld
iost times have grown moro and moro scientific, or, to roYevate further, thé baso mid
mobivating factor bolng oconomic, the motheda of preduction by which man maintains
hinmgelf have booome inoreasingly scientifioc, This hes lod tc inoronging congolddation
and oxpansion of the forms of productions To 31lustrobote The aga cf feudalism
annlgamatod the seetterod, anarchic moona of tho idyllic ngo prooading it, tho age
of! gapitalism and its onsulng phosog supersoded and further developod and improvaed
man. & muikplo woopons of smwfw defense ageinet noture and it is obvious that any
furthor advence, which is inevitable, must meéan groater consolidation, improvomont
and expansion of the means of production, The forms this will -boke, are , of courso,
debatabloe But due to evolution of sciemtlfio methods tonding always to deatroy old
wvays and substltute new onosy it iz oloar that tho fabrioc, base and framework of
the stnté of the next great advance must bo geiontifio and nothing olses
. Todoyy this ovolution into that higher stage iz boing impodods Solence is not
going ohoad and is not fulfilling its historfo roloe By 1lts very frustrotion it is
aiding in the halt of all phasos of progress throughout tho ontira world, Teghnically
it may be argued that ascionce. hag not atopped its advanco in certein ways, but, to
theo contrary, has crested more marvelous things and discoverod moro accrots of natugo
thah any age beforos To o cortain oxtont this vlow is corroote Scicnce hgg Gocomes
vliszhod wendews, proecisely up to tho point whoro the -egonomio conditiona‘?ghping its
forms were propressives Wo do Jmow moro now than we did figty yoars agoe But the
cpplication of the full frults of this knowlodgo oconsed as soon as the opntradiotiona
of tho economic system doprived it of tho sustonance nocessary to continue, Scienca

. T o crrived ot - ~tage of Ikm
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nag nov: for some time beor stognant, In fuot wo have arrivoed at a stoge of its devole
opmert whore the porversicn of the aims of tho corpus of scienco threctens to croate
a Frankeonstoin menster,

This is dus onbirely Go the economic contradicticns of the prosont economic syotomg
namoly copitnlisms On every hand theso contradictions appoar, threttling the very
Llife out of scientific research,

It 1s now futile %o further advonce these sciences bearing on the production of
besic commodities, Ovorpreduction (due Lo the advanco of kkm scicnkific methods
impreving memmfaectoruing processoes) causes pricesloworing and subscquent uncmpliye
merte It is now futile to advanco those scionces boaring upon the production of
focds, in notural or propared forms. Overproductzon causes priceelowering and subw
sequent unemployments It is futile to engage in rosemrch on the soionces of biolegy,
medicine, surgery, psyocholcgy and nll scheols of thought bearing on the hoalth of
the massoss ~he unemployed and the mosses in gonoral have no money to pay fer such
thlr.gs . 1

Faotories nro Loing abandonedy focd is being destroyeda We are told on ever hand
that wo havo too mueh of every thing, including education , ns one college presidont
romarked rocontlys And dey by doy the monoy available te financo soientific rescengh
Lccones ceorsors Unlimitod meang can always bo found, however, for tho development
of costructive scienco, now bombs, guna, gasses, tonks, battloships, aire~bomhers,
end tho like,

Scionce is nothing if it fails to benofit humenitys In its most practical sonse
it vorks for the fulfillment of one goal alone, tho botterment of the rocces In cur
dey and cgo science is being hamstrung, dlvertod from its truec courso and turnod to
the cause cf greed war and the Almighty Profit, Far from being tho most progressive
force in human offairs, it is in reality a cdwod, submissivo thing, serving and focde
ing tho monoy rulors of the world, prostitutod, a whoro in dime stcryg daudery driving
o chromiuwn plated Modal T dowj tho brink of o precipices

Let us now soo what bearing oll this has upon scioncesfilotion, of which sclence
is tho baric principle,

Divorcing sclenco=fiction from the mystic halo with which many of its delufed
cysoprants surrcund ity wo sco it as a force which hog beon croatad by & cortain
t}no of nlnd ond whzch isg inflaoncing tho liveos of mury poople. The prosent uay

YL Arn,, AT eo S ) RSy ot



aspects of science fiction ars, of course, ciafly commerciaml, but even this
aspect would not oxist were it nct for the spebial class of peoplog the base of
whoso conflicts with oxistenco is of such o unique neture as to cause tham to
turn tc sciontific and futuristio flotion for cscapes This suporficinl, cragse
ly matorialistic aspect, 18 howevor, not the truo manifestatione It ¥sy in- -
renlity, on oxprossion thet aleng =Hith ovorything elsoin this age becn exploite
ad to the causo of profit,

Tho true scionoce ficticnist geos tho ficld and himself in the puro form, an
idealistic forward thrust, ¢ casting plout, asit woro, by awakonod minds for
some glinmpso of the unlmovm futurce And as such an existing manifostation and
living force it is a purt of reality and must dopond upon practical moasuros
for its fulfillmont,

The destruction of scionco means the destrucstion of scionco fiction and the
obliporation of tho true idealism, It is to the beat interests, thorefore, o
the scionco fietlcnist to work for tho broaking of tho ohains that hold scienco
holpless, for tho rcloaco of its mighty onorgies from ocenomic bondages

Vo scionco fictionists must stand togethor with ombottled scioncos In this
orisig, in the midst of tho groatost upheavel in humen histcry as rulea, roge=
ulatlons, traditions, moralitits ond governmonts ge by the board, facod with
the ultimzte problom cf survivoal or oktinction, is the structure to scicnce to
Lo brought crashin~ tothe ground? Aro tho toxtbooks to be burned, the tostubos
smashod, the brain fetierod, musours and libraries turnod intc fortrosses and
b;rrpcks, six Thousand yoars of kmowledge wrung from nature to bo drovmoed in
blocd?

No! And tho answor is strike! -

A atriko agoinst stupidity and roaoction, against war and fascism, against
ovary force that socks the destructicn of human idealse We must all of us NOW
bo ready to throw the woight of our prestigo, achiovemonts and praoctical halp
behind tho upsurge of humanity rising tc owoato a now world,

The men and womon of secionce ond scicnco fiction must awekes Thoir world is
tottoring bonoath tham, Their ideals, aspiraticns, hopos and ambitions are
driving straight into tho DEAD EWD of Fascisme In their hands is tho insight
and tho knowledge, incaloulablo potontialitios of powers Thoy are tho figures
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on the balenco shoets of civilization, When the doy of reckoning crashes over tho
plonet will they be found ascets or 1ichilitios?

THE CONSCIENCE OF HUMANITY WOULD LIKE TO KNOW}

K o ¥ m % e

HAVE YOU READ tho firgt pamphlct of the CPASF "MUTATION OR DEATH" by John B,
Michel? The speooh that shook the scisnco=fiotion world and started the controveray
vhich is growing ovorywheroe wmexm thot science~fiction fans gother, If you have not
rond this mossago, gsond a nickel now to the :e CPASF, 2391 Bedford Avc, Brooklyn ,NY

FIGHT AGAINST FASCTSM AND FOR A SCIENTIFIC WORLD ECONCMIC AND SOCIAL SYSTEMY

DEFEND SCIENCE AGAINST REACTION!  ON GUARD AGAINST THE NEW BLRBARILNSY
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