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Society information is available (in Hebrew) at the Society’s site: http://www.sf-f.org.il

This month’s roundup:
e  Book review: “More Zion’s Fiction”
o Story #10: “Above the Clouds, Above the Mountains, Above the Sky...” — by Pesach (Pavel) Amnuel
e  Book review: “The Cloning of Joanna May” by Fay Weldon
e  More Yiddish-related SF material dedicated to my dear departed father, David Botwinik (0”h —7"'y):
o Chapter D of “Kamf-Nign” Yiddish SF short story by Leybl Botwinik (with English translation)

Our usual tidbits from the Web — at the end of this issue.

A few words about this and upcoming issues.

I’ve been busy of late (what else is new...) but have nevertheless managed to publish every month, albeit into the month (around
the 10th-15th) though | prefer closer to the top of the month. | don’t see any letup in the next while — so bear with me.

| also felt that other than the regular “Fun from the Web”, I’'ve (mostly) only presented a review of Zions Fiction I, and my
translation of the ongoing story “Kamf Nign — Battle Tune” (now moved almost to the end + with a “story so far’ intro).

Therefore, to make the issues more diverse:
> It would be great to see more outside input (i.e., guest reviews and reader comments)
> 1 will try my best to add more reviews of books and films (see the one in today’s issue)

> It would be great if we could renew the ‘Science’ part of our fanzine, with articles and commentary exposing up-and-
coming discoveries and/or research and or topical techno-social issues that could lead to further discussion

Also: Any topics that you — our reader — would like to see covered? Don’t be shy, and tell us what SF topics intrigue you.

- Your editor, Leybl Botwinik

Jose Sanchez: Blue Sunset on Mars (aka Foot Patrol)
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BOOK REVIEW: The Cloning of Joanna May, by Fay Weldon

- Reviewed by: Leybl Botwinik

1989, 351 pages
Humourous. Off-beat. Intriguing,

FAY WELDON

THE CLONING
OF JOANNA MAY

The book cover: “;’ » The TV adaptation:
R i ‘
1 ) =r
Mo g
!

I’ve heard it said: “Never judge a book by its cover”. Then again, one can’t really ‘judge’ until one has actually read the
book. I’ve also seen the following quote — apparently, by the master story writer Charles Dickens (1812-1870):
“There are books of which the backs and covers are by far the best parts”...

All fine and good, and yet, most people today will select a book (unless it’s recommended to them) by both title and
cover. | recently came across the book in question, by Fay Weldon, and was at once intrigued by the cover and title (I
had never previously heard of Weldon). The back cover info was also interesting. The actual paperback was a bit dusty,
and the paper yellowing more than most paperbacks do — but when | looked inside at the publishing date — 1989, the
fictional account about clones further intrigued me — and I’'m happy that | took it home with me and read it.

Background setting: The story takes place in London, with the news of the Chernobyl disaster and the issue of the
Brits’ own nuclear power ambitions, as background to the story. Lots of tension in the news — in the very air of the daily
lives of the story’s characters. Particularly, because one of the main ones, is our hero, Joanna May’s ex-hushand — Carl
May — a rich and powerful energy magnate, and a very scheming person.

Plot: Joanna is in her 60s. Her husband, Carl May, divorced her 30 years earlier because of an incidental love affair she
had. Although he feels that he loves her — he nevertheless has done his best to ‘punish her’ for that indiscretion. He can’t
seem to let her go (and has also ‘taken care of” her lover. i.e. had him offed).

She, on the other hand, has felt remorse (and for some unknown reason still retains emotional love for him) — but at the
same time is angry at how he has treated her. Over the years. She is single and never had children — and has no siblings
—and is basically, isolated and lonely (except for her gardener/secret lover).

Believing that she is alone in the world — and bitter about it, fearing that her jealous ex-husband will kill any new lover
that she may take — she discovers one day, that she is no longer the unique single individual that she thought she was.
There are 4 young clones of her living in different parts of London — until this moment unknown to her or to each other
— created by her estranged husband 30 years earlier. And that’s when the fun really goes up a notch.

Most of the book is in the 3 person and is recounted by a ‘narrator’. However, some of the best writing — and the funny
parts — is where Joanna tells the story and describes the events through her own eyes. When the paragraphs turn to her
thoughts, they are at once humorous and cynical, but very heart-warming, and evoke a great deal of sympathy from the
reader. They are the best parts of the story, as written by Weldon.

There is a lot of thought put into the story, and it brings up many social and ethical issues concerning cloning and also
about human relationships. Apparently, the book (published in 1989) was so well received, that it spawned a British
mini-series of two programs (in 1992), a few years after its publication. I haven’t seen the TV-movie.

About the book and the 2-part 1992 TV adaptation (mini-series):
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Cloning_of Joanna_May

CyberCozen Page 2 of 9 Vol. XXXIV, No. 11; November 2022



1702

 MORE MORE ZION’s FICTION — Review #10

eN’s FICT'ON Above the Clouds, Above the Mountains, Above the Sky...
J By Pesach (Pavel) Amnuel (Translated by David Reid)

(e-Book: p200-232)

wondwvu Tales
from the lseacli
ImagiNation

Amnuel has written a very enjoyable story, reminiscent of Plato’s tale
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allegory_of_the cave. A young man
seeks to go beyond the physical boundaries of his life of drudgery.
His people have lived for many generations in a literal fog that covers
the Earth and have created a religion/mythos based on their
circumstances, and the way of life that they eke their living from.

Although this is a good read, it is yet another story that has no

httD -//zionfiction.com/ connection to Israel, Zion, Jews, or Judaism. I don’t quite understand
- . how this story came to be added to the collection...

Look forward to more short reviews of “More Zion’s Fiction” in our upcoming issues

Yiddish-related SF material
“1113-9nXj?” [KAMF-NIGN=Battle Melody/Tune] Chapters C - by Leybl Botwinik

Inxan bxn [Hot hanoe = Enjoy]!

THE STORY SO FAR:

The planet Kark-IIl is slowly defeating the planet Kviko in a war of hundreds of years. In an attempt to save themselves,
the Kvikovians have sent out a military/science spaceship to try to find some super-weapon that will give them the
upper hand to destroy the aggressive Karkians. The lizard-like Kvikovians are under the command of the 5-meter-tall
Commander Balaka-Tshur. His brother Deputy-Commander Tatshkata-Tshur has for the last several decades been
bound to a series of tubes and wires in a state of awareness-sleep, connected to the ship’s advanced sensors and
central ChemiSap (chemically sapient computer). He has so far recently managed to locate 2 devasted planets that
may indicate some vast energy source or weapon that they hope will be useful to them to turn the tide of war.

Their great-niece/granddaughter, Captain Mananda-Tshur, commands the scientific research and defensive attack
warships that accompany the mission. A bit of a rebel, she often clashes with the militaristic leanings of her great-
uncle and grandfather and goes along with the mission in the hopes of finding some other solution to her people’s
dilemma.

Read on...

Chapter D 'T0'anp
N |'1Q(IIUA AUTH T'N ,AUDVaY D'YTh 92'9 71V X b'N
.'IUD]UX—UTJP_{)’JPT{D 09'Ww DVUT |'N UT2'9V) N |IN f]t('?U;\
|1?gn O)’JU']P_{'N_{ TIIN,JVMY |1'I|'1U2]P3 |1PY<|"| [e)VALVALIORN]
,'I'T]r_m?gﬂ—.UX'll VT .|U\UD\U"7J IN ]9"9 |1'|numg
—T]PY{DUL\ [T [19 DAOXIVAQ'IN |'T mgn AMYO-XLNXPYDLNRD
722 [IX VIUT [AUR DPUT T DIQVVA ,21NVIN2IKD Q7w
[19 DPULWUAD'NN |ANN AR T .[2U3aN] [2VUX [2MNVAIN
[A78N X 7V X 19 UNUT22 UXIID QUIN [QORY T
VYNVl IX VIV IX D'MITUAD'IN )'T [IN ,AJU'? T AVbun
D1 DIXN "7 ,0NX TN mgn qVv .|T]P3IIUA 17 Dt{n

JA"NANIN DOINTUA

About five months later, the ship's command
center again became a center of clamor and
commotion. The sirens began blaring, and the
alarms started beeping and flashing. Deputy
Commander, Tatshkata-Tshur roused himself from
his state of awareness-sleep, opened his six eyes
and immediately started giving orders. The eyes
protruded from his skull on short membranes of
about a half meter in length and turned towards
those to whom he addressed. In this manner, he
did not have to raise a hand.
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—"You, you, and you, run to the ship's takeoff
platform, and help prepare the research vessel.
And you, wake up commander Balaka-Tshur,
who went to nap in the silent-room where he
went to meditate. He absolutely needs to call a
meeting of the chief officers... and you," he
turned to the communications officer, "get
immediately in touch with officer Mananda-
Tshur, that she should this instant return from
her distant war maneuvers.

We are in full combat alert. As soon as she
lands, she should immediately head to the
conference hall. However, | want half of her
warships to remain close by, within a periphery
of no further than twenty-five thousand
kilometers, and that the five fastest should fly
out to up to a hundred thousand kilometers on
a far-reaching reconnaissance patrol."

-29ax8 DA'W WT IX IX DAN? LT IR T T —
29'W-PNND DUT [D'MAIX DA7UN [IX,UNINIDK?9
ORI IWD-RIN7RL VTIRDRD DUT Q'R pUILLIT (IR
IV INIUAIN-2'DY 'R [9R7W DAMVAPVIIR 7T DN
DAVTNANIN QINT W DITTIANN X [UAINIVL TR
DR "IT IR 1NN DA T 19 22IX'T X (991X
T 2uDY" NIar PIIMKP DIN TIRNVA )T W
TN, MIWD-NTININD 1NN [D'D 2TIINT 'R )12
-0AN YL VIR |19 |VRIPPNIX 92 KT T
.OVIIVINN
,DUTINY? 'TIND '1.DIWIR-021 [719 QIR [V1'T 1N
S 200K CINT YIUTWAIRD DIN [TIVIE 972 )T 1T 9NT
[78T W79'w-0a1p VIR 19 DA72UN X TR VAN
[19 WD DM |19 YIVANYE N |'R,DIUND 2171189
929 T TX |IN ,JUDYNR?'P DITID P'YIRIN [IN 9219
DITIV  LIWTIN T2 |UY9D'IK 78T YDDIY
DINDVIRPVI WPITIAZNN-DMI K IR WDUNN'D
7. 2x0Na

Shortly after the chief officers had all gathered in
the conference hall, Captain Mananda-Tshur and
three of her flight officers arrived. The commander,
Balaka-Tshur, told everyone to sit down and be
quiet, and requested his brother Tatshkata-Tshur
to clarify the situation for them.

Tatshkata-Tshur, of course, still sat in the
command chair, bound up with wires and tubes.
Therefore, with the help of the sophisticated
ChemiSap, he created and projected a three-
dimensional artificial holographic and animated
model of himself (a 'holo-anim-model', or 'holo-
vision'), which was akin to him standing in front of
them, projected. It looked like the very Kvikover
himself. Even the lips moved.

DINTUA UZX 7T [ARD [1'X1AN DN T 1 DYTIND T72X]
[ND'QND T |URIPUAIN |UIUT ,INT YIUIUDIN] DUIR
WT XN W9 VIR JI9 T (IR MPD-KTIRIRD
TN [NIT JUNYIX [O1'NVA RN IWD-RPR7X TINARD
AWD-NDNPWORD TWTNA YT [DUAVA |IX ,|7'DRANN

KT 1T TANG NU7P9YIN

VT 'K [OVUTUA XD, T DHDYARD TR TIWD-RORPIYWDRD
ANDWT VT [IN [DXIT DM [TIAVAIN ,21IDY-YUTINARD
[DIP'VDIAND DV 97'N WT LN W LR VAN
[P"TU'0IVUN'T 'T X DI'DPYURIG IR [ANYVA ,9K'NDV)
T 19 2UTRN [DINIX [IN [WARIARIND [WN70D01' )
TR ONIL ("WITH-K7NN TR, "2UTRND-DIR-N7RN' K) 2N
"I JUTUAD'IN DX DV .DI'DPUINID T IND [VINDWUA I
T JARD (97 T 129K Y9N WIRPIP WNNR VT

LI

—"We are approaching a new planet. Our sensors
have picked up the first signs of radiation waves
like the ones we found on the previous two
destroyed planets. Initial data indicate that we
have here another destroyed planet —and
indeed from the same kinds of terrible
energies. Our instruments show that the closer
we get, the greater is the danger that we
ourselves will be harmed."

—"According to our calculations concerning the
planet that we have analyzed, the destruction
took place not long ago, perhaps about two
hundred to one thousand years ago. We now
need to establish the following: get closer to

VIVUTTAIN .DUIN?9 DU X IX T QUDIVNVT " —
D'IN'0 YDYNY 'T DARIVIQ'IR [ANN [DRINAN-WIN
[U219VA |[ANN 1M ' DYUIZRIN UK YVIPVTIN (19
T 19 .|DYIX?9 YDIVDYUX HIX UPTIUNa 1T qiIx
N NI VI NT T DTUD ,DUNNRNINGYN YDV
[DIND VAZUT T 19 UKD [IX — DYIX?79 IWDINNIRD
[DIVANDDI'N  VIUTTAIN  .DUMIVIY  VIu2puie
Y78 T QUDIUNYUT ' WUn ONIE TR TN
DUT |19 NI [Y7X [7XT1'N 1130 'T DOPNII VOV

" OPTURVA
DA DITININ [AND 1M ONII LYIN?R WT' —
T TN LJUAVIVY VIVUTTAIN D7 JTUHRININ

AWAN ,pPMIX 2IX7 L1 [Unipuaxa ™y ANVLYWUX
' .PIX AR DITID T2 DAWTIN MIX Y [X D'
]ANND IX T2 T NUDIVIVT [JUN'TDYKI DXIN [9INT
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make a more detailed analysis, or move on...
and about that next step, | want to let the
commander enlighten us."

[IN ..2UDY NS WX ,TIXIR [P'TR'DI9 1WN K
DUT [TX7 'R 211 DY [PTIVDMIT DUT [AVIE UPRD
”.NVU7D9YINR TTIIR VTINAND

— "Brother and sister officers," Balaka-Tshur took
the floor. "Our Astro-navigators have prepared
a star model for us, that will display where we
have been since our departure from our home
planet in the Kvikovian star system."

The lights went out, and above them hung a kind of
cloud of glittering specks -- the main constellations
and stars they had flown through.

—"You certainly see the familiar stars and
constellations, and with your permission | will
draw a blue light from point to point in order to
mark the path we travelled so far... Here you
see our Kvikovian Galaxy... the quasar... and
after it the black hole that we avoided... the
star system of the first planet that we detected
11 years ago... here is the second one (which
we detected 6 months ago) ... and here is
where we are now, at the third planet with
huge energy waves."

NYD-KPRIRL DR ", NN WDOVIY [INWTIL"
INDXANIXI-XIDOX VIVUTTAIR" .DINII ONT |UNI1IVA
DU ORI 2UTRN-VDY X TTIIN IXD D'MAVAIY [AXD
[19 (V799X WTTAIR DT VIIVA VTN IR THIN
-NULY WINPT 'R DYIR79-DMN WTTIIN

”.0ULD'D

['N [UXINNUA TR "TIVAN [IN,[WN2VUAD'IR J'TORN DI 1T
1T -- QW7UD1'9 YPITIVLYIZ2 19 [p7RIL 'R K |LAI7 WT
VauT 0T ONII UL |IN DUINK7UDDIND  DA'IN
v I I X Ni
A129V207ITN

[IN UDY UDINPKL YW 1T IRTIIR DUT IR
'R U1 W1IUAN7IVUT IR DN IR, DYINKIVDDIR}D

T2 LPAID IX LI 19 L7 UN7A KU
VN DUT DX ...AVIE VT UPD'DXIR-TL T [UIVDMXININ
D'NIND [IX L ORTRID DUT LUK IR ' T

T ...[D'NVAD'IR [ARD 1'N ONIN N7 UNINIY 1T
[AXN 7' ONRII DUIN?9 LYY |19 DUDD'O-NVYDY
[DIIX DYAIA KT DX ...pNIX IR 11 b vI'avIvT
[IX ...(PMIX D'UTN 6 D' LI'AYIVT [ARN 1N ONI)
D'N LYIN?9 [DNT DML ,LX'R T [VI'QVA N INIL,NT

” DUMINII-YIVIY U1

— "If you will permit me, although | have not been
at my youthful post of Astro-navigator for a
long time, | think that it is clear to everyone,
the possible direction where our mission is
taking us... With a simple extrapolation of the
First Theory of Star-Spanning, we should arrive
more or less here...”

He made a movement with his hand — as if to catch
a flying insect — in the direction of that solar
system, and a bright green sphere surrounded the
star. Bigger!" he ordered, and a more detailed
holo-image grew before their eyes: a yellow sun
surrounded by planets and other celestial objects.
The third planet from the sun began to glow.

— "Who wants the first word?" ... and the
discussion began.

2IX7 'Y '3 'R WONRDL12NUT 1 DYIEIR 2R
-NIDOX |19 |DONR-DAI' "N "2 [VIVA DD
T,JUNYUIX IR IN7)? TR DU TR, 'R [N, INDNANIND
DYV9IWT NINYY AWTTIAN 'IN-INIEAIIDIN YIVY72UN
T 19 UIXKINANIDOPY UDIYE X D' .. TTIN
1M [9INT LJVINAY-NUDY |19 UNRUD WDV

" LNTVUPRINIIYTR WA (VAR

[N DN YN 1= DIXNIWT DM [KDUA VIR X DN WY
[IX,DUDD'D |IT DVIV! |19 22102 T 'R — DPUTIIN-179 K
2T1NULY DUT UNRUANNAKR DRN U920 1W1N3 2VUn X
-N7XN WP WN N [IN,]71982 W DRN "hyova
[IT Y7U2 N AR VIUNT N9 [ORIVADIAR TR T2
JOPYUIN UBINRIM IR (IR [DYIRY9 DM D721MVANNN

JUPDLYIA [UNIYA DRN [ITIVT 19 DYINYQ WONTWT

DN VUOIPOIT T [IX ... "?DININ VDRV OXT 241" —
JAINUANR T

After about an hour of talking, a conclusion was
reached. It was decided not to stop, but to
immediately turn in the direction of the new,
fourth, planet.

Q0NN X IX [UNIPUA YN TR, [T |19 DU X 7V [N X
[TIVIE 192 7T IND )T [2UDAN D1 [OX7WK DR N
.LUIXY9,|DIVA ,0VU™M DIN 21D WT 'R
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— "As we have all agreed, | will close the
meeting. But with your permission, | would
like to let the crew on the ship know what we
have decided."

Commander Balaka-Tshur pressed a communicator
button attached to the left sleeve of his suit and
relayed the decision over the ship's loudspeaker
system. He also ordered that the preparations for
sending out the research ship to the nearest planet
should be canceled, but that everyone should still
remain on alert.

"Also, transmit to the captains of the warships
that are still flying on the alert maneuvers. Tell
them that although we have decided not to
stay longer in this part of the galaxy, the two
groups of pilots should still remain in the
determined formations and distances.
Meanwhile, they will fly along a parallel flight
path with us — for safety's sake."

T ]ANNIND 'R 2U11,0'200 UK [VIUT iRt —

[O'11X [2VUX wVAM7IUT IWER DI 211' KD ADIX'T

[AND 7' OXII ONT ,9'w WT Q'IN DANWIRND 'T
”.|JoN7wUN]

N 'R [XDU2 WDV X DN MWD-KIR7RL VTIRARD WT
[VIIVa TR ORIl DRINGX  'PIMNp 19 29V1p
DN IX,DI'DOR} |1T 19 727X [72'7 DUT IX DUSGURDVAIN
qV137'N D9'W WT 1WAN DIYYNKL DUT [AVAUNVAN
AR JUAIILMAIN T TXL[2'19K2 1IN DRN Y .0UD0'D
[7NT DYIN?9 TWDIUNI T IX 79'W-wIRD DUT |[P'WO'NN
OIN 2172189 IND [7RT UZR TR IND VI [aRBUIaN

DIV

-02MP T 19 [VIRD'AXD T IX IR DO —
JOVNIIVIRA-DIVIR T IR NI |U'79 OXIN WW72arY
[2172 1X D' [OX7WN [ANN 1D WONRI TN, [N 1T DART
ITIVAN [7KT,U'ORKRINA T [19 21D DUT 'R WYY
VDLNIDWRL T 'R [2172I89 TN D1V179 DVANA M
U2UINUT |2V T [XINDO'T  |IN DU'XNNING
-- TTIN D' AVI-29 W2U7KING K Q1IN U790
.oVt afIN

Meanwhile, an officer approached the commander,
and gave him a note from Mananda-Tshur, on a
sheet of electro-paper. As soon as he squeezed one
corner of the electronic paper, the handwritten
note from his great-niece appeared. Since she had
written it down quickly, and her handwriting was
generally far from clear, he squeezed again. Then a
small micro-ChemiSap within the e-paper
immediately reworked the letters of the
manuscript, and legible letters appeared in their
place: 'Where is the danger?' — it stated.

Balaka-Tshur seemed to catch himself, and raised
two of his six eyes, and turned them in the
direction of Mananda-Tshur. Two other eyes were
focused on a communication point in one of the
ship's ChemiSap nets. A further two eyes looked at
a small screen on the table while he typed in
keyboard queries to the central ChemiSap to which
his brother Tatshkata-Tshur was connected.

D'N [IN,1TINARD DIX [UNIPUAIX IXIAN [K TR ,U20NUT
DX72 X 9UN IWD-NTININA 19 YDUX X |AVAVA
[N |'N [NDUX &DUID X DR W IND '1'ARA-XIDPUIY
ONT [T'IIN )'T DN ,1'aNa-XIDPUZY T 19 7p2
T LUXIUNRYA-IR [UT (19 VIR VIVANPUA-DIND
29221 T'N DOWDINND 1N [IN,[ATDUIIN 72 1IN DU DX
WOUIN N T W DX LUINID N [UT 19 DU UHYA
1AX9 T 'R OXYNUI-XIPN W7D N DR KT .[NDUA
[IX ,T-2N2 DUT 19 NIMIX T DUAIRUIIVAN 92 K913
INI' IR UVINQIU™ DIX WIT QN [T1IND )T [AND DY

.JUINDWVA T'X -- '?N120D "TTN

[19 M1IX [21NUAQTIN [IN, DRIV 1YTOND MPD-RPNIN
[19 221D2M WT 'R [TINHYUA T [IN ,UINT AN DPUT 1T
IX [TIRIYA [UIHUA JUINT AN X VIUTIN JIPD-XTININA
D9'W T |19 VAN 'R DPAD-VPIAUNND N 19 [WHIRD
[AND AN NI VIUTIN [IN L[OXR'IUY 19 |NU)
W NNV WD DUT 91X (XY QUMD X 'R DPIPUAITNIN
DIX DUANID DNTINID T |'N DAN7PUAININ DND
TR MWD-XDXPWONRD WTNA |UT IXIEANWMVI [781DIVN

JT2IND (VYA

A silence reigned in the hall. No one was allowed to
leave the meeting without the commander's
permission. But no one wanted to leave. Everyone
understood that something was brewing. Perhaps
the long-awaited confrontation between the
handsome captain Mananda-Tshur and her great-
uncle, the commander of the ship.

DI LRN WIMD INT 'R DRIV DRD D'P7'DY X
DVTINAND  DUT X 22XT T [IN7IX9  DINDUA
VN JTR7IX9 DIXIIVA D' IWAN DRN WA A NuT
AIN7 "TIWAN .OVAY XT7'TDIND VO TN JUINDWING [AND
[ND'aXD WM WT [WHIN UNRDINIDIXD VDIRINUT
[19 VTINAXP DUT , WDV WDV IR [IX NYD-KTINIXD

W AwT
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Balaka-Tshur broke the silence.

"Officer Mananda-Tshur, you sent me a note
on electronic paper. It says: 'Where is the
danger?' --- Can you clarify that?"

"With your permission, high-esteemed
commander", she turned first to him and then
immediately after that turned and walked out
to the center of the hall. She again called out
the cloud-like star model.

.LIMNVY IT JONYUANVAN DNN TMYD-NININA

N D'WVAIN 1’0 DONRN 1T ,IWD-XTINIXD 1Xar”
T TR NI DYDY KT 'AN3-NIDPUIY 91IR JDUX
"?NU7P9'IR ONT DDV TWAN --- '?N120

UONUWUIANN L pnuannuT o N on”
22 |IR DN IX [TIRNUA WA T ITORD, " ITINRD
DIX [DXIDVAD'NR [IR D'MTUADIR T DUT N
[2NVAD'NK T DR 'T.78T DV1I2 DPIIQ-TVDIVN

SVUTRND-NVLY [PTIP7RI DYUT

"During my studies in the military science
academy, as a preparation to become an
officer, we were always taught: 'Seek out the
enemy; study him well, -- you will be able to
defeat him."

"On our current mission, we — praise to the
Great Egg —really didn't have to worry about
any enemies. Nevertheless, every time we
found ourselves near one of the devastated
planets, we kept in full combat readiness. But
against whom, or what, did we have to defend
ourselves? There was no danger from the dead
planets themselves."

f

DANWIDHI-DANP WT |'N DTG vi'n nua"
DN NN X I IX 22D X YUTVTRDR
;NIW DUTOIN IT' :DIVZVAINN PITIVDY TTAIN [UN
".JVnip' o' |VIYp 1DDVIN -- DI DR ITIDY
—=7'N 2NN ,AVIVUTTIR NINYY URDXR T qIR"
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At the sides of the hall, quiet discussions and cross-
conversations took place. Captain Mananda-Tshur
continued, simultaneously pointing at the star
model.

— "This thought did not occur to me during our
visit to the first planet. The second time,
however, without your knowledge, | sent out a
number of my warships in a very broad
reconnaissance maneuver... here... here ... also
here ... and here ... spying out whether there
was someone to watch out for in the nearest
populated solar systems."

— "The results turned out to be negative. The
surrounding advanced civilizations lived
peacefully, and on their planets there was not a
single trace of such an energy weapon, nor was
there any sign of the destructive technology we
are looking for."
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— "We know very well, that our extremely
sensitive sensory devices (and particularly
under the supervision of the greatest intellect
of our generation — Deputy Commander
Tatshkata-Tshur) would have picked up
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-UN'I1 UT — T QUTTAIX |19 DPUYVUDIR [DOVIA
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NTX [2UDW ,U2ANYUT 'R 21 .DANXIVAQ'IN DUAY

CyberCozen Page 7 of 9

Vol. XXXI1V, No. 11; November 2022




1702

something on their own. Therefore, | want to
place before you a rhetorical question: 'Who
destroyed these three, widely scattered,

planets — if not the inhabitants themselves?”

Before anyone could express themselves, or make
a statement, the holographically animated image
of the Deputy Commander and chief scientist,
Tatshkata-Tshur, appeared before them again.
Although he was actually still sitting in the
command chair, in a completely different place,
the sophisticated ChemiSap made him look out to
be animated and awake. Even some of his
emotions were reflected in the artificial holo-
image, in that he actually seemed to be in a state
of embarrassment. This was so realistic that his
face was greener than normal, just as if the green
blood of his body had made his face blush.
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— "Officer Mananda-Tshur. You of course know
that such information is very important for the
central bank of data, and for me in particular,
to study... but | do admit that you are right. It
never occurred to us that outside of the dead
planet, there was no surrounding danger.

No sign of an 'attacker>victim' scenario
playing out here like in our own fight for life
with Kark-1ll, at least not in the three cases so
far..."

Everyone knew well, the military leaning of the
Deputy Commander. For them it was no longer
theory, but reality. They themselves were victims
of the predatory military power of Kark-Ill.
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"Our task remains, however, to discover the
secret of this powerful 'elemental weapon'.
Thank you for your wise observations. We will
take this into consideration when we arrive at
the solar system we are now flying towards.
The preliminary information from our sensors
indicates that on the third planet there from
that sun, there is a fully developed technology,
with traces of this powerful energy. We are
still too far away to be able to pick up more
details. The hypothesis is, that we will arrive
there in about four months."

The meeting left them with a strange feeling, and
one key question: 'Will the weapon be their
salvation, or will it be a danger for them all?'
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Look forward to the next installments in upcoming issues.
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Earthquakes: Facts about one of Earth's deadliest hazards
https://www.space.com/earthquakes-facts-science

A Month on 'Mars': Return to Earth
https://www.space.com/month-on-mars-return-to-earth

How the space race started a technological revolution in agriculture (op-ed)
https://www.space.com/space-race-technological-revolution-agriculture-op-ed

'Spooky action at a distance' can lead to a multiverse. Here's how
https://www.space.com/spooky-action-at-a-distance-create-multiverse

Extremophiles on Mars could survive for hundreds of millions of years
https://www.space.com/mars-microbes-conan-the-bacterium-survival

The 25 scariest spaceflight moments show dangers in orbit and beyond
https://www.space.com/scariest-moments-in-spaceflight-dangers-in-orbit-beyond

Atoms: What are they and how do they build the elements?
https://www.space.com/atoms-definition-history-facts

Quarks: What are they?
https://www.space.com/quarks-explained

TV&MOVIES

'Love, Death + Robots' and 'Avenue 5' will return for new seasons
https://www.space.com/love-death-robots-avenue-5-renewed-new-seasons

HBO's satirical space comedy 'Avenue 5' is back for Season 2
https://www.space.com/avenue-5-is-back-for-season-two

Sci-fi needs to be more like The Expanse in its casting
https://www.space.com/sci-fi-needs-to-be-more-like-the-expanse-in-its-casting

Predator movies in order: chronological and release
https://www.space.com/predator-movies-in-order

Alien movies in order: chronological and release
https://www.space.com/alien-movies-in-order

GAMES

Upcoming space games: Starfield, Dead Space, Mass Effect 4 & more
https://www.space.com/upcoming-space-games

Entire known universe recreated in Minecraft by 18-year-old
https://www.space.com/entire-known-universe-recreated-minecraft-game
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