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I. The sScattle -~ Tacoma Convention, 1951

And a tnorouganly cnjoyablc tiac was had by alil.
A bit of a FAPA scssion was held somcwhere on tne north
side of tnc most southerly corridor, sccond floor, at
whicn thc participants convincecd Unca Elmcr that mail-
ing comments should be writtcm. This shall bc donc.
The maliling whicn last cmanated prior to thc convention
will bc rcvicwed, onc mnagazine at a time, in depth.
Unfortunatcly I don't know the mailing number, mainly
bccause Racncl did a thorough job of houscclcaning
recently and I haven't found it since. Our lovely
Phyllis H. Gconomou has offcrcd to print these comments,
and the 95tn(%)y meiling will bc tho most tnoroughnly
revicwed mailineg of all timec. :
The Iconomou dcadlinc is
unknown. It docsn!'t nattcr. It may takc ten or twenty
ycars bcforc tnc bettom of the stack is attained.

11. The qucstion of follow—-up.

anotner thing about which objcctions nave becen ncard
is thc lack of follow-up. 8pccifically, what was thc-
outcomc of nooks and fardcls% 4hat was thc becst final
statcmcnt of Caryl Chcssmanft -

Thc nook and fardcl quces-
tion, including a lovcly answcr froa Mcrriam-dcbstecr,
was in proccss of consolidation whcon the cver-lovin' to
winom, I nad Jjust sworn marricgc vows packep away thc-
material. The last words of Carryl Chsssmen, howcver,
arz now rcedy for unvceiling.

G. Gordon Dcwcy, tnc
fabulous, was scatcd on thc couch doing something clse
whilst I was rcading. (Dewcy had read the cssay on
Chessmean'ts last words). I blurtoed, Herc it is! This
Chestecrficld advertiscment! These, ah thosc arc thc
perfcct last wordst :
- (& rcccnt acquisition is & papcrback
cntitled The 100 Greatest Advertiscinconts: wWho drotc Them

aAnd dnat Thcoy Did).

Dewecy quictly spoke four words, thc
words in thec advecrtiscacnt.
: vh'
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I was in collcgc, quoth Decwcy, whcn that edviTtiscmcnt
first camc out. It was thc first onc to usc a woman in
& cigarctte advertiscmecnt. And my profcssor in creative
writing camec in,; and was hec cver red-hcadcd. And then
hc hcld the advertiscment high, end scid, "This is thc™
cntering wcdgcec. Next thing you'!ll be sccing her putting
it in hcr mButhi¥ : _
-- The Checstorficld advertiscment camc
out in 1926. It showcd o wman and - womzn scatcd on a
cliff, ovcrlooking somc watcr, and thc moon is full.
Thc man smokcth. Thce woman says:

"Blow somc my way.!
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This is & good placc for o 1littlc bit of bathroom humor: .
When the last westcecrn confcocrcnee was held in San Fran-
cisco, I took advantcge of 2,brcak in thoe proccedings
to call a young lidy who once workcd in our officc.
Shc assurcd amc that shce fclt finc; that goctting out of
thc Dcpertmcecnt and out of Los angclcs was thce best thing
she cvor did; and veluntecrecd her scrvices fully to rcport
thc doings - a2t standard pay ratcs, of coursc. 45 2
ccertificd court rcportcr hcr incomc must be well over &
thousand a month by now.
--0h, and by thc way, Elacr,
I'm building = housc in Bcrkelcy. It'a getting tircd of
sidcwaligs and concrctec, and would likc to havec somce
grccnery for o change. :
——yWondcrful.
~—nnd I insistcd
that thc architcct dcsiegn thcec bzthroom with panclced
walls. You scc, I'm a good libcral =nd would 1likc to
stert o necw and c¢xelusive socicty.
s SRRt S T e e T G
follow you, Ruthnic. -

—-Wcll, this ncw socicty will bc
limitcd to thosc pcrsons owning houscs with wood-
panilid walls. Itm going to call it thc Birch John
Socicty. - ;

1

# # #

Pcrsonal and urgcent to Ruth Berman: I own about thirty
yerds of cotton matcricl, dccoratcd with sccecncs from
Wizard of Oz, individual sccncs maybc o foot on a side.
Bjo hos scwing machine, thinks youtd look good in skirt
of said matcrial. Will scnd vit-l-statistics to Bjo,
and acccpt result as tradc for 4Aphorrcttat
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and now, o bit morc bathroom humor:

This homc of minc undcrwcnt rcnovation.in January of
1961, o couplc of months aftcr =y mrria2gc. sftcr we
got 2 ncw bed and 2 ncw stove thc wifc dccidcd that the
toilct must go. :

ih, that tollct hes blttcrswcot.
mcmorics. wvriginally it had becn high-mountcd with 2
chain pull. Thc foxmcr owncr of the housc had rclo-
cetcd the flush tank to & much lower position? and in
thc proccss connccted the tank and the john w;th a
beostard pipc fitting that no plumbcr can duplicatc. The
joint drippcd. &and drippcd for ycars. uqd thc wood
rottcd away, soO that towards thc cnd tae john would move
undcr you, hcld in placc solely by thc plumbing. wlso,
the flush tank was too closc to thc john, so that the
1id had to bc hcld up by hand. Somecday wr. Burbcc must
spcak about an incidcent that occurrcd at onc Ncw Ycars'
Evc party hcrc... ;
So finally thec plumbcr, thc carpentcer,
and my pocketbook could gct togothcr. Mcanwhilc, Rachcl
(my gorgcous wifc) had gottcn uscd to 2 toilct scat that
was z2lways down. Shee, too, can spcak of an cmbarassing
occurrcncec with thc ncw john. .. ‘

Wcll, Buzz, you know
how it is. Thc carpentcr rips up all the linolcum or
asphaltic tile or what have you 2and thorc you arc with a
barc wood floor and thc problcm of what is to go on it.

There is a building 1n Los angcles, at the northeast
corncr of Sixth Strcct zand Norsmondic avcenuc, that hes a
fecing matorial that 1 faunch over. Beautiful stuff.
Inaginc that you takc a batch of cgg-sizo groavel, spread
it out on 2 flat mct 1l platc, and pour high-quality
concrcte over it so that thc conglomeretc is slightly
morc than half-way buried in thc concrcte. The larger
diameter of thc mass, so the ncighborhood kids won't
pluck out the stones znd lc~ve unsightly holes. Then
you take thc mass and cither saw off the top of the
stoncs like with 2 marble saw, or just polish thom
down. anyway you cnd up with 2 mess of tilc-like
rcetangles, 2ll the rocks sticking out of the concrete
by about an cighth-of-an-inch, and thc polished beauty
of thc gravel intcrior prescnting never-ending, intrigu-
ing diffcrcnces. ' -
Oh, and thecsc tilcs arc 2bout six by
cight inches. I thought long and decply about flooring
tac jonn witin them, including consideration of thcir
cffcet on barc fect fresh-scrubbecd from a hot sozk.
wcll, an cighth-~of-an-~inch isn't much, cspccially sincc
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the angle 1is obtusc. . I decided that if ny feet couldn!'t
toke 1t, there alwasy is available the bath mat. But -
that 1s not thc reason why the bathroom still has = floor
of mized linoleum and barc:wood. .
P o
pelheny fan, ands I
were sitting around drinking becr and discussing thcesc
bcautiful tilcs, and hc claimed that they werc nade in
& slngiec meass tharec or more fect on 2 sidc, thon sandecd
down to the desired depth znd the concrctc was thercafter
ctched out with hydrochloric asid. He 2also . .claimed that
therc is @ special kind of gravel, whosc naae I have
forgotten, that os = rcsult of millenia of crosion has
beecn fiattened on cach side.: This said he, is the kind
of gravcl that was uscd. He went furthcecr to cstimatc
the cost at less tamn 2 dollar per squarc foot.,
Thore
arc only about fifty squere fcet in the bath Ffoom. - 80 thoe
prinmc cost plus labor additive do not nccount for tioc
cxisting barc #ood floor. A
o .
Most of you don't know
this, but @y nickname of God cemc long beforc fandom
handed it to me. It goes back to highischool days,  =nd
to my atteapts to find summer-timec Jjobs. I ngver found
onc. Oh, 1'd go down town clmost dzily, and invariably
2sk at least onec placc for employment. Then I'd end ud
2t the library-.end do morc rcscarch into fascinnting books.

Then I'd come home and if Pappy were home 1'd rcport
failure. Then would comé tne familiar story - 17 about
his heoving fill-timc work since ne was fourtcens _
(Which
rciainds me of my Unclc Roscoe. He's the fat onc, you
know. «nd his recurrcnt story of how grandpappy Fcrduc
(that's thc blind onc that taughtmsc how not to play
checguers) bet the boys a dime thet they couldn't leorn
how to milk. Hnd Unckc.Rock cnuckling about hoew stupid
he was —— you know, I ncver did learn how to wmilk. But.
your pappy won that diac). -
«+nd it was all startcd by
Pappy. Every once in & while thce family would be
gathcrcd for dinnct, and 2 hush would fall. Pappy would
somctimes look up from his soup, look at nc, and grunt
iGewd ." Somctimes, when hc was fceling particularly
ulcerish or disgusted,; he would worship cven furtncr,
grunting "Migawd.!
2 ~ Only Milton 4. Rothman has hcard my
father'!'s grunt..
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Do you want to know why thcrc is barc wood in the b?th—
room% Saac to you, buddy, and I'll Fcll you anyway:

The God-fearing frce world andi athcistic communisg are
in & cold war. .anang the wmyriad- faccts of comuunisn
and of thc cold war is thc strugglc for thc loyalty and
syanpatny of thc uncommittcd nations. Unto'cacn of.us ==
¥cay, ocven unto thee ~nd thce ~nd thee and nc -- licth
thc rcosponsibility of not the lcast wecapon unto the

oner anding. !

e 2 and £hat is why helf of ny bathroom 1is .
still of barc, unpainted wood.

Do you think thnt I want

the communists glcsfully to boast, and to be cblc to
provec to thc uncoanittcd nations:

God has rocks in his hcad.
##

Gucst articlc, writtcen last Saturday by anotncr fan while
Dalc Hart was putting 2 ncw roof on ny housc and taking
an occasional bscer bresk, ~nd Kcnneth H. Bonncll had =c
buttonholcd talking about thc prccocity of his son...

G

t.mong thosc prescnt werc wy, B, C;, D, E, and
another foneee’

How oftcn,:dcar fandom, hmvc you rcad thosc words:
How oftcn, dezr fandow, havc you cver given thc lcast
thought to thc lifc, aspir=tions, and thc prcvious con-
dition of scrvitudc of 'anothcr fan%! You have given
not the lcastest lcast.- -

«nd yct, such a fan cxists, livcs, brcathes. He
has aspircd and " hc h~s scrved. I know. I am anothor
fan. Wy crecdentials% I have none. 8tilI, I rcad the
first issue of "umazing Storics' before the sccond
issue was Oon the stands. I was.pro-tcm cditor of an
antcdiluvian Fanzinc whosc successor is still being
published. Wwhen I am:introduced to the latcst litcrary
1ion of tnc Pro-Fon world the invariable answer is Yoh,
ycs, I act you 2t thc Xyzcon.'" -

I am 2 sourcc of cabarrassmcnt: to my fricnds.
when I am prescntcd (F.NS arc neyverprescnted to: rngy
they fceel it necessary to =2dd Tic's a fan froz a way
beck.” Thc usual nccepbtaonce on the part of the FulN
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is a smile of condescention and a gecneral fecling of tYgo
way beck and sit down.? e

Stop and think. There must bo a rcason. (Not for
me tO go A& way back and sit down, but for wy.-exXistence,.
Un second thought, let!s say there may be & reason. wWhy
docs world Fan Nuwbor 3 say "I and anothcr fan wcrc
sitting at a bar when...? =,

##

«% thilis point thc a2rticlc ended, and anothcr fan closecd
his bluc c¢ycs and dozed, the inch-and-a-half long c¢hnds of
his straw-colorcd nusta chc gcntly weving with his brcath.
His unhappincss started about 1958 with Solacon rcports,
and thcre was & long whilc in which hc was pleascd with
his anonyazivty. Last ycar somconc forgot and rofcrrcd to
him by namc. He was unhappy. I do nolt know whcther he
is happy or sad to bc rclcgatcd to obscurity; but his
anonymity will bc prcescorved for a long tizc to coimie in
this 'zine of izine. Hg do make a good drinkin! buddy.

it #

wnd that reminds me of another fan, Bob Wells by naac.
Works for the long Bcach Independent—-Prcecss Tclegra.
Should call him Dr. Wells, FPh.D., bccausc among his
rcportorial dutics was an exposc of doctorates—-for-salc,
in which h¢ became 2 Ph.D. with the Indcpendecnt'!s moncy.
The swindle school hcad dreow six months Jjeil time, 1if I
recall corrcctly, and Wells a rcgional eward. Wcll, Wells
also writes two columns for his employer: Eyc-opcncr, in
the morning paper, and Night-cap for thc cvening. -Ho and
I enjoy trading storiesc-

L1ko° iy professional titlc is
associatc cngineer, Dophrtﬂont of Public Utilitics and
Transportation. Local transportation is handled by a
8tate egecncy, thc Los .ngceles dMctropolitan Transit
suthority. They'rc thinking of various typcs of cxprcss
transit, including monorail, subway, and clcvetcd. The
angcncy has rcecently considorcd rubber-tired subway tralns
a la Paris, in which City thecy'!'re callecd La Mctro.

So I talkcd to Bob Wells, saying in effect that if they
put this into effecct it should be crlled Mctro-Cal.

Mr. Wells (a good =an) canc back with a topper, to wit:
I nave a fricend who is waiting for them to coue out with
Metrical with a pickalilly flavor.
—-—-Alhy %
» —=50 he can
cat it with rclishe.
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«20Nng gy possessions arc too wmany possessions. One of
thesec puzzlcs mc. It turncd up o few ycars ago and
maust be worn to somc future convention, oncc 2 satis-
factory answer is found. Description:

4 pin-on type
badgec, circular, blue cnamcl. Diarcter four inchces.
atop the blue cnauel is overlaid a white circular rin,
enamocl, poerhaps 2 guarter inch widc. Within this

¥ “circle, in lettcrs thrce-quartcrs of an inch high or
so (sixty-point) is ovcrlaid in whitc cnauel thc simple
question: .

A S K
M E
WHY

«+1l)l knowlcdge and ~11 intellcctual ceapacity rcsidcs in
fendoa. Somewhere in this pool of ultizate knowledge
rests the answer to what may be said to Joc Grecenhorn
Fan when the aforcsaid badgc/seal/insignia/cablea is
in plain sight, say upon the locft coat lapcl closc to
the necktie —-- the ncecktie®

¥ 7ot

snd this would be & good point et which to shout =
mighty nulloa of agrcomcnt to Mr. Harry wWarncr (a good
man) and his statcuzcnt that he kecps his work and his
fanning scp2ratc. uftcr 2ll, who knows whcn some dis-
gruntlcd fan may underhandedly strikc a2t anothcr through
his cmployer. Verbzl chatter is onc thing .. dazn fow
of us carry conccalcd tazpe recorders, such as I did in
1957 and still do occasionally. But somcthing in
writing, emanating from a provcable typewritcr, whecrein
a man bitchcs about his work, is =another thing.

I harve Jjust dr~wn a line through a paracraph for the
forcgoing rcason. It was 2 good paragraph; too.

But thcre arc fascinating kiss ny aspects to the work.
Last nonth 1t was necessary to sot up with thc €omzandor,
Highland Parque Division, Los .ngclcs Police Departmcnt,
2 confercecnce toggther with other intcrested partiecs in
order to deter:.ine how a prradc could takec placc with =2
minimel intorfcecrencce to mass transit. Oh that poor
parade cheirman -- we outnuubéred him scven to onc and
convinced hixs that he should change the routc of his
proposed paradc.

wast wcck it was the Chinatown pearade
to inwclcone the ncw ycar, this being the yc=zr of thce
tiger. and did we ever navc anmunition -- last ycar,
the damn band sat thcasclves down in the iddlc of
Hill Strcct and playcd o ninctySnminute band concort.,
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elmuraurings voluiic onc nuwmber onc wholc number onc, which
is continucd onto .pagg c¢ight mainly bocausc one has for-
gotter how to sot this anchine to onc-and-onc-half spaccs
vortically, in which.casc onc would be through two pagces
BED o oo

So five ,police offiicensl,. ;two gentlemen from the Los. ingcles
pMctropolitan Transit wwuthority, =and aysclf overwhelimied the
lone paradc sponsor and convinced hia that pcoplc on buscs
had & right to goet home for supper and it wasn't right to
hold thex up in a traffic Jjou for forty wminutcs like he
did last ycaroe.o.

Toxorrow, =2nothcr confercnce in the
officc of the Cosnander, Newton Strccet Division, Los
wnroles Police Division, to try to pecrsuade the parade
chairzan that =2 parade along Central .venue will crcate
more. 111 will than it will gcneratc good will. Ccnbtral
avenue is scrviced by trolley coaches, which cannot bo
detourcd zorc than the length of the trolley contactors.
de will point oyt that the average parade costs thce City
about nine ccntes pcr specctator for police patrol aldne,
and cndecavor to get the gontleuan to amiend his routc to
minimize interferance with wmasSs transit.

##

End preparcd and prethought text. Let ms at this pofnt
think of F. Tewncr Lancy, and Of how he oncc sa2id to ne
Eliicr, when you got in a spot like when you got cight
pages-tor £fill and you ain!t ot the words you Just sit
down and jam with yoursclf antil you hit botton.

I don't got 'a completc sct of my outpourings. I don't
give a particular damn whcther It've repeatcd nmysclf or
not; but I would Likc to think that all thouchts arc
ncw. This tiac the nan wants f£ive and onc half pages.
They!vec already becen written clscwherc, in thce matter of
the Minutemen of samcrica. That'!s o finc organization,
neyer, tcept for ‘the chancc that onc mipht misintecrpret
rninutc in the spacial scnsc rather than tcmipcrale. It
isn't. I nust suggest to our honourable foundecr, ur.
Horey Merkin, that .a physical cxamninetion be given to
prospcctive zcubers.

' Thosc who are minutce men in the
spatial. scnse ~- they gotta f£o, dMoycr.
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