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MARCH, 1944, MAILING.

THE LITTLE AN WHO WASN'T THERE
or the
MICHICON DELUSION ACT

A very effective method of gaining reader-attention is to open
one's article or story with one or more statements of a startling
nature. SOooooooiooooco

CLAUDE DEGLER-DON ROGERS WAS NOT INVITED TO THE RECENT
MICHICON:

NOR -WAS HE EXCLUDED FROM SAID MICHICON!

IN FACT, TECHNICALLY SPEAKING, THERE WAS NO MICHICOW!

Fandom rightfully expects an explanation of the so-called
"Ashley Atrocity". Herewith, we present a true statement of what
actually happened.

In June of 1943, we purchased Slanshacka. It was occupied. by
tenants who had been renting from the former owner, but they assur-
ed us they would be out inside of a monthe. Expecting to move short-
ly; we told Walt to come on up and slesp on that famous living-room
floor at 86 Upton untlil we got possession of the house, But instead
of one month. things dragged along for five of them. It finally
took a litilie legal urging to get possession, 5o, with the gang ex-
pected to start arriving Saturday afternoon, we started moving o
Friday noon-—-—-moving tnree full van-loads of stuif---and the whole
thing was complilz2atsd by bthe fact that the Lformer tensnts were
moving out at the seme time. In fact they didn't get all their
belongings hauled away until late Friday evening. S0 much for that
part of it

Now when.Jack Speer stopped off here on his way back from
LA, he could stay only a few hours. But he promised to return for
a longer visit 1f we cooked up some sort of Michicon. Shortly after
this w2 got word from Tucker that he’‘d be up for a long~promised
visit for a week. Because of travel conditions we had definitely
decided there would be no Hichicon in '43, Contributing to this de=-
cision was the Tact that so many members of the Mid-West FFF were
either in Service. or clear across the continent and uneble to at-
tend. Sut. with Tucker coming and Speer willing to, something had
to be done., We finally decided to stage a private get-togetner ta
inaugurate Slanshack. By special invitation we chose a group we
thought could make it to Battle Creekx, and would constitute a con-
genial gang for the two days to a week they would be here. But. due
to a misunderstanding,. Tucker announced it in Newscard as the
regular Michicon. On the face of it this shoulén't have made any
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particular difference, If it had been a regular convention held at
some hotel, it wouldn't have. But after all, there was a limit to
the capacity of Slanshack. Then there was the matter of calling it
a Michicone At least to us, that name stood for the annual Mid-West
shindig. However, wc lect the name ride, and even used it on the
autograph booklect, though no Mid-West business was transacted at
any time during the affair.

All of which brings us up to Friday evening., The house was
jammed from one end to the other with furniture and unpacked cartons
of belongings. Threc big van~loads is a lot of stuff. Well, wc all
took off for a restaurant, and after eating rcturned to tackle the
job of trying to straighten things out cnough so we'd have some-
thing that a lot of imagination might construe as a.place to sleep
for the night. We rcturned----- and found Deglier. Degler---hungry
and tired and not a bit tooc proud to beg. He b-.d som¢ weird notion
that Abby Lu could drop sverything, a:ad by mcans of a najor miracle
whip up 2 meal for him out of that mecss, Such tliad, ignorant faith
was almost touching---almost. The touch came latc:. -

Frankly, I was rather at a loss to know what! tc do about the
situation. The CC bull the guy had been spreading, and the way he'd
been carrying on other places, had got all of us pretty disgusted.
with him, Everywherc he'd been during the previous ycar he'd managed
somehow to spread dissention. His printed reports on everything were
always distorted, Nor had his several former visits particularly
endecared him to us. Here we had a nice group arriving with prospects
of a good timec and no friction, Was this arbitrary rulc of open
house for anyonc claiming to be a fan so inviolable that onc must
risk spoiling a gathering of a scorc of fans mercly to give an un-
felt welcome to one uninvited individual? And when that individual
arrives not only uninvited, but uncxpected, twenty~four hours too
carly, and at 2 time when nonc of us werc in any mood. or position
to welcome anyonc, car. any strctch of ethical concept demand that
we greet him with open.arms?

I finally decoided in. the negative. being owner of Slanshack, I
knew the others warc walting for me to handl: ithe situatione I call-
ed Degler asidce and triecd to explain things to him, But I'm afraid
he mentally brushed aside anything I said. He claimed to have re-
ceived an invitation to comc, whereupon hcé rushed posthaste to get
here in time, As novody attending the affair sent such an invite,
no other fan has cver admitted to dolng so, and as Deglcer failed
to producc thc invitation for our inspection, we could only conclude
that it oxisted nownerc but in his imagination, I told Dcgler that
nonc of thosc prcscnt, or to be prescnt, approved of his rccent
activitices, or his Cosmic Circle guff., I pointed out that cverybody
would be a lot happier if he were abscent from the gathcringe. But
somehow he wasn't impressed by my frantic logice He didn't ecven
have the decency to show a touch of discouragcmente He bounced right
back by demanding to know whether I actually intended to cxclude
the Indiane FFF froan the Mid-West Conventione. I paticntly tricd to
explain. that it wasn't a regular Michicon, and why it wasn't. But.
it all appears to have gone over his hcad. All he sccms to have got
out of my explanation is the screwy notion that the Mid-West FFF
had died or been acbandoned (witness the so-called rcvival under
Jenkinson as ocnnounced in one of his sheets)e.
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I spent half an hour or more of much needed time trying to get
some comprehension of the situation through Degler's skull, but all
I got for my pains was his volu ble but unintelligible attempt to
sell me a pill of .CC. goods. Finally I told him I had to get back to
work, and pointed out again. that more fun would be had by all if he
falled to attend. Degler still seemed unable to believe anyone
could be such an unbeliever as to spurn. Superfan. and his great
Mission. to fandoms But. just in case the impossible was happening,
he cast about for other methods of achieving his objectives, He be-
gan telling me what a swell guy he'd always thought. me, and how
he'd always supported the NFFF, and still did, and what a swell meg
NOVA was, etc., ad nauseum., In an abused tone he related his tale
of overcoming insurmountable. obstacles to get here, and told how
much he'd planned on seeing Tucker to discuss certain things with
him, It was very pathetic—---or would have been. if he'd been.a better
actor,

I told Degler for the severalth time that the fans weren't due
until the next afternoon, and that if he came around then, provid-
ing Tucker wanted to taik to him. I certainliy had no objections., I
even volunteered that I might discuss things with him at greater
length if I had the time then. Wnereupon I turned back to job of
stralghtening things up. But Degler followed around at my heels
like a hungry hound. A desperate gleam came into his eyes, He began.
speculating aloud ahout. how he was going to manage to eat and sleep
with the mere 60¢ he had to his name. When I ignored him he came
out baldly and asked me to loan him a few bucks to finance a room
and his meals. The cost of the moving and attendant expenses had
pretty near strapped all of us., We just hadn't any money to spare,
Then he decided we could at least put him up for the night., I asked
him to look around and tell me just where he could be put, In. fact
we were goilng to be damn lucky if we managed to rig up a place for
ourselves to sleepes Degler got more and more desperate. He started
wondering aloud for my benefit about just what he could do. He sup-
posed he could sleep in the depot--~but then, they probably would-
n't let him. Of course there was the bus station---but it might not
be open all nighte. I assured him it probably would be, but. he did-
n't seem quite convinced. His plight became so piteous under his
frantic flow of words, that I'm afraid I entertained thoughts of
weakening against my better judgemente. But Walt and Jack got me
aside and strengthened my resolve. As they pointed out, giving him
money then would simply insure his mooching presence for the next
few weeks, or until we refused to tolerate him longer, Mooching can
be reduced to an.art, and Degler had obviously made great progress
in this direction. Before he finally left, Degler tried to borrow
money from ceverybody in the house., He left muttering bitterly about
"Exclusion. Acts",

Friday morning he showed up again. Abby Lu was the only one
present at the moment, the rest of us being across town after a few
odds and ends we'd left behind. He told her he'd wired home for
some money, and that he wanted to see Tucker. She reminded him that
Tucker wasn't due until late in the afternoons S0 he left again,
saying that he'd be back later. That was the last we saw of him.

Degler ceftainly wasn't made to feel that he was WANTED, for
he wasn't. But he definitely WAS NOT EXCLUDED}
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MATTERS OF. ETHICS

There has developed in Fandom a general. recognition. of certain
ethical concepts pertaining to fans and their activities. But the
actual degree of their acceptance is open to question. The idcas of
most fans on this subject seem to be rather vague and uncertain.

Gencrally spcaking, while they may violently disagrec, most fans
arc inclined to be tolerant of the rights of other fans to their
own 1ldeas and pecculiaritics, When some individual fan.has violaticd
some point of Fandom's unwritten Code, scveral of his fellow-fcn
have jumpcd him verbally, pointing out the crror of his wayse The
erring fan, whosc mistake was usually an unthinking or unknowing
one, has thercupon avoided rcpetition of his crror, with the rcsulk
that the incident was soon forgottcn. Howcver, rcccnt happenings
have thrown the situation. into a different light,

A number of ycars ago, a ccrtain minority group of fans sct
about an attempt to control all Fandom., Whcther they might. possibly
have cver succecded is doubtfule In. any cvent, thcy incurrcd the
censurc of Fandom when they forcibly cjceted from a meating several
fans who objected to their mothodss, As a recsult of this aet, while
still active. to a limited extent, they werc, to all cffecets and
purposcs, banishcd from Fandom. More important, howcver, was the
gencral agrccment. among fen that, hercaftcr, no fan. should bec re-
fused participation.in . any fan activity or gathcring. On.a numbcr
of occasions, and in a number of ways, this agrccment has been
circumvented, but the moethods of doing so have becn devious, in-
conspicuous, and oftcn. unconscious, Outwardly, Fandom has remaincd
adamantly dctermined on this onc point, Yct, today, onc might bc
Justificd in.wondcring how much that agreccement. was bascd on cmotion,
and to just what cxtent logle playcd a part.

Today, wc arc faccd with a fan.who has violated not onc, but
most rulcs of fanwcthics. Hc appcars to have actcd undcr thc assump-
tion. that the end justified any mocans, and his apparcnt goal (not
nceessarily his announced one) scems to have recceived no morce ap-
proval than his mcans of attalning 1t..What 1s probably a good major-
1ty of Fandom fcels we would be better off without. this individual,
But. duc to this "Anti-Exclusion” complex, therc has beaen. largely
confusion. about Jjust what action. should be takons Scveral incffce~
tual or unacccptable methods for climineting this fan have becen sug-
gestcds But, as Fandom in gencral cannot make up its mind what coursc
is propcr, it is not surprising that no acceptable mcthod of deal-
ing with thc situation. has been forthcoming.

It beccomes lncrcasingly obvious that thce time has arrived to
consider codifying our acccpted rules of cthicse We need to cxaming
ancw our idcas of proper fan bchavior, We nced them before us in
black and whito so there can be no doubt about what we mean, and no
roon for hedginge. We ncod a printed, generally accepted code of
cthics, avallable to thc noew fan, to better cnable hinm to avoid
mistakeses Doos unauthorized use of another fan's namc, fanzine or
organization titlc, ctce, constitute e breach of cthics? When, if
cver, do personal attacks on another fan. become libelous, and there-
fore uncthicall® Arc there, or are there not, conditions under which
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expuleion or exclusion.are warranted? Do the rules of fan-hospital-
ity demand toleration. of a confirmed moocher, or one who 1s person-
ally obnoxious? When. situations arise that place all Fandom in an
extremely bad light, or that become intolerable to the majority of
fen, are we to be able to act with swiftness and dispatch? Or must
we stammer and fumble, and prove ourselves unahle to cope with even
our own small affairs, to say nothing of those futures on. which we
expound so lengthilye.

There is no call to overdo this matter of ethics. Fen are, by
nature, individualists, and a large degree of tolerance is indica-
ted at all timess But there is a limit to everything. It is up to
us to face the facts and set those limits---not only for our own.
mental clarification, but for the enlightenment and guidance of
those new members who are ever entering our ranks. We must always
be ready to lean slignhtly backwards in an effort to give an. offend-
er the benoefit of the doubt, yet we must be able to say, "Up to
this point, you may say and do as you wish, Beyond this, you en-
croach on the rights of others. Beyond this, you forfeit all fur-
ther consideration, and may expect summary treatmonts”

A definite, acccpted code of ethics will go far toward keeping
Fandom & peaccful, harmonious, smoothly-~functioning groups True,
there is an extremely small minority that favors chaos and turmoil,
It thrives on the excitement of feuds and dissention, But by far
the majority of fen:are concernsd with things more important than.
continual bickering.

So let's mako this matter cf ethics a subject for a great deal
of discussion, Somctime in the not too distant future, I'd like to
present to the NFFF a written ccde of ethics, for consideration and
possible approvale It 1is generally conceded that FAPA contains the
crcam of fan cxpericnce and opinion, so 1t is to FAPA members that
I look for the nccded ldcas and suggestions before going further
with this taske

What do you think?

arapzznvmxlzywbt jzzgistheVenusiancquivalentofthoRussiant skwricktsky

EVOLUTION

Evolution. has been defined as "progress from the. simple to the
more. complex", If one of the primitive cave men had wished to give
you an orangc, hc doubtless would have said, "Have an orango." But
we of today have ¢volved., We have progrosscde.-We live in.a civil-
ized world. Today, the giver of an orange would protect himself and
avoid any misunderstanding by hiring a lawyer to put the whole bus-
iness in writing thusly:

"I hercby give and convey to you, all and singular, my estate
and intcrests, right, titlc, claim and advantages of and in said
orange, together with all its rind, juice, pulp and pits and all
rights and advantages therein, with full power to bhite, cut, suck
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and otherwisc to cat tho samc or give the samc away with. or without
the rind, skin, pulp or pits, anything hercinbefore. or hercinafter
or in._any other ncans of whatever nature aor kind whatsocwver to the
contrary in.any wisc notwithstanding."

And then another lawycer would coﬁe along and take it away fron
yOUua
Ah, Progressié

Monkoyschattenconstantlvwhalosaroalwaysspoutingoffinsecmsbuzzfrom

A PRACTICAL, APPLICATION OF THE FANTASTIC SENSE

The world gocs right on solving its problcos in the old crudc,
hard-working ways. But turn the job over o & fan. andeesssesnes

Well, take for instance the snow ronoval problenr so rpeal toO
the Northern Statcse. The world uscs strong kacks and shovelse But
a fan would sprecad toarpculins aliong ho strcets when. it began. to
snowe. Just think how siaplc it would be tuen to roll up the tar-
paulins, shakc the snow out of the canvas into the river {(bcing
carcful to sort out any of the cars that aight be included), and
nave nicc cloan. strcots without all that back-breaking labors

dawntodawnandpooplctalktoomuchohgiveusthogoodoldpiscatorialagequict

COINCIDENCE

Onec day we picked up a lovely fenalc passcongor in. our taxicab.
She wanted to go out to the Anerican Leglon. Hospitale. She droppod
a roaark about this being her first time in Battle Creck, and that
she didn't kxnow anybody here. We fslt that such a situation was
cxcoedingly traglc. and should not longer ohtaine 50 we introduced
oursclf. In.the ensuing conversation we learncd that she was a
nurse, was froa Cincinnatti, Chio, and was going to work horc. We
idly rcaarked that we had a fricend in. a hospital in.Cincinnatti.
sho asked what his nance was, and we told her, Charlcs Tanner. She

then exclaimed, "Why, he was ono of ay paticntsi"

About six aonths lator we picked up another nursc at the
nospltal wherc we had teken her. We asked this nursc if the other
one still worked therce She informed us that tho gal had left just
a week before. Then.we told her about the strange coincidencc. She
informed us that she was froa Cineinnatti too, and wanted to know
the name of our fricnd thore. We told her, and shc burst out, "why
he was my paticnt tool" :

Ono encounters the strangest things driving a taxil

Puttyisusedtofillcrackssowowillfillthisonewithitputtypgétyputtyputt

Slanshack!s ncwest acaber is Chloe, a black cockeres She is very
saart and eats anythinge She just loves all kinds of raw vegectables,
even including onions and radishes, andshc loves coffce & coca-cola.
The othcr day she was gazing longingly at Moon Poole Maybe sho rcadss
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e o o o o with. jaundiced. cyce"

COMIC. CIRCLE COMIMENTATOR: Having put. our copy to thc logical usc
suggested in the. first paragraph, wc find oursclvcs unable to com-
mente But we do scem to remember a chuckle or two in. connection
with this publications

FAN-DANGO: Very intcercsting rovicws, However, as we feel no im-
pulsc to add to your commcnts, we refrain from revicwing rcviews,

LE ZOMBIE COVER: We scem to have scen this all beforce This must
bc wherc we camc ines

HPL TENTATIVZ BIBLIOGRAPHY: Anothcr of thosc much apprcciated
bits of hard work,

PHANNY:  Unusually good cover. *** "Genius and Supcr-man” extremc-
1y thought-provokings It strikes us that some determination of the
motives dirceting his use of his supsrior mind is ncecssary before
any of your qucstions can. be answcered. Assuming "genius" to be an
ordinary man with cxtraordinary mcental Tacultics, and the possibil-
ity of obtaining a quantity of fairly accuratec data on. the motiva-
tions and workings of such a mind. it mignht bo possiblc to cxtra=~
polatc a plauschlc conception of'supermen’, his supcrior abilities,
and his probablc limitations., Docs such data exist in availablc
form at prcsent? Has anyonc cver attempted to study the mentel
methods of genius? #%% "Agspcets of Intornationality™ a fine article,
As with any considcration. of such a topic as this. it all boils
down.to thc fact that pcople do not think, In fact, the prasent
cducational system of this country derinitely discourages thought.
Further. it gocs to such amazing lengths to aveid any possibility
of individual thinking that onc has recason to wonder if thero might
not be an.organizcd conspiracy to recducc the populace to a statc of
virtual ignoronecs But to cven hit thc aigh spots of this subject
would take ueny poges, so I will save furthcr romarks for a futurc
articlec.

LIGHT: Tale of "Lignt's™ resurcction. was best in issua. Likod
Nanck's pocila The . horcor in Recordemon was quitc goocy and not too
subtle alrign®. Bul way doa’'t you rceally lict yoursclf go somectimo?
Anyway, kecp it coming.

The FAPA CORKESPONDENT: Drop mc a 1lirc Harry, and tcll mc what '
brand of stoncils you ve bcen using and what you pay for them. I've
just run onto a ncw stencil sovurcs, and might be able to holp you
out. As for your typer, did you cvcr consider having a scet of ncw
type faces mounted on the thing. Of coursc, cven that might not bhe
possible under prescent conditions, or the cost might be too high, .
but it might be worth investigatinge.

THE FANTASY COMMENTATOR: A rcally neat publication, Its policy
is as admirablc as it is unusual, and the material morce then wel-
comc considering our own intcrcst in book collecting,

MILTY'S MAG: 50 you scc, Milty. Slan Center isn't Llikely to cnd
up in.Michigan. anyway, wherceforc we'll be Looking.forward to your
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prescnec. Had intcnded to hold forth on the Qo-oporaFivc.phaso.of
the project in this issuc of En Garde, but ;ack of timc znd spacc
prevent. We olweys cnjoy your mag, SO KCCp it coming os rcgularly
ns possiblc,

THE PHANTAGRAPH: We sccond your pleca for all the unknown, lésscr
known, and unfinishcd works of A. Koerritt, Hopc your fcars about
the screcncd covers prove groundless. They have been onc of the
bright spots in.thc Malling.

ADULUX BESKAN: We had begun to consider this a total losss Then
we spotted "coffce arz doughnutlu'. That saved ite Even. without the
doughnuts we would likc it as long as therc was coffcc,

RAY: We find herc, points inspiring argumcnt. But considcring the
water that has posscd under the bridge sincce it was writton, we
doubt thc worth of arguing thosc pointsa.

PHANNY - 2 III: Excceptinally intorcsting rovicw department, and
it was much cnjoycde Alphabet .article contains much thought-food
for onc intercsted in languages, auxiliary and othcrwisc. We're
slightly amazcd ot how far you've gonc into it. Best crack in the
issuc was calling the CC the "Onc Man Multitudc,”

SUSTAINING PROGRAIi: We love your smooth running-commcnt rcvicws,
That, and the voricty of other topics you touch upon lightly, is

why Sus-Pro is onc of our favoritc FAPAzincs. But that is thc cox-
tent of our commcnt this time for the rcecasons sct forth in thce para-
graph following.

CONFESSION

As with all previous issucs of En Gorde, this issuc is being
composcd with cxtreme haste in a frantic strugglc to mect the dcad-
linc. Ever sincc the first issuc, we've becon promising oursclves to
start working on it right aftcr finishing the Mailing. And cvery
time the result has becen the samce But FAPA rcally rcprescnts our
groatcest intercst in. Fandom. Not that other pnascs of activity don't
intcrest us too., But we'd like to recally go into all thce lovely
topics for discussion. that arc always cropping up in. FAPA, or are
suggested by something c¢lsc in. onc of the zingse. Now the time has
come when we shall no ionger suppress this desirces In. the next issuo
we shall lct oursclves go to wnatcver cxtent we feel the urge. And
to make this possible, we shall start working on. the next issue long,
long before the deadline, (EEE, Jack,; and Walt start counti on.
their fingers in an effort to figure out how many times they ve
heard that before.) As for this issue, we ask your forgiveness for

brevity of comment on the rest of the malling. We want to say more,
but simply haven't time.

THE COSMIC CIRCLE AND FANDOM: An

DECIHAL CLASSIFICATION FOR FANTASY FANDOM (Swisherfs mistake. That
should be FICTION): We like this system. One of thesc days we
shall make an automatic card-sorter, or its equivalent, and your
system will work nice for this purpose. Then think of all the
fascinating comparisons one.could make.
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A: To what lengths one will go to avoid being outdonc?

THE S-F REPUBLICAN: This scems to be dated, though it has no datc.

STEFNEWS: Rather. enjoyed this, But our notebooks all have threc
rings.

FAN-TODS: We loved that cover, in view of its dedication. Demn.
it all, this is onc of the cascs where we arc the most rcgretful
over lack of timc for adcquatc comment. Its gctting so we simply
revel in Fan-Tods,

MATTERS OF OPINION: Another casc where we ycarn to plunge into
lengthy commcnt, but arc forced to use reéstraint, Your discussion
on tho word "fan" dcals with something that has bothercd us for
a long time, We too feel the nced for o different name, But as
long as we consider naking a change, why not go 211 the way and
get away from thosc ubiquitous "f's. Is there any good rcason
why the name cannot be choscn artitrarily? And wouldn't a name
composcd of more plcasing sounds bo prefergble? Stray. thought:
In the outsidc world it is almost inpossibic to change a name
thusiy, But could wc makc such a changé in Fandome=-pake it
complctely, and in. a short Spacc of tine? Or would therc always
be hold-outs who would rcfusc to accept the new term? It might
make an intercsting cxperiment,

FULL LENGTH ARTICLES: This wec shall rcally cherishe. Let that

bricf conment Signify, in. inversc proportion, our apprcciation
¢f this cffort,

BANSHEE : How well we understand tho scntincnts cxpresscd in that
last sentence,

THE UNKNOWN MADAN: May he remain. so,

CRUISE OF THE FOO FOO SPECIAL JRe: Anazing how fascinating thesc
travellogs always crc,

CALIBAN #2: We like the reviocws,

Callben.#3:  "Un Jorque" really got told off: Got a kick out of
Alpha-ion" for some rcason or other, "Cushlamocroe": wo'll rcsist
the obvious cracks,

CALIBAY #4: Devilish looking monster on the cover, Your appro-
clation of Slan Center project is cncouraging, If it is cver to
become a rcality, that is the sort of c¢nthusiastic support that is
needede One of the chief aims of the revived NFFF is to provide

a Netional organization for all fans. You will hcar morc about
this pointe.

THE TRIVIAL TRIANGLE TROUBADOR:

It is rcmarkable, but not sur-
prising, what scont cffcet ridicul :

C has on the llooching Moron.
WALT'S WRAWBLINGS: We 1likc tho ncw forma

b as well as tho contents,
A TALE OF THE ‘ZVANS: Welconme back!
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BROWSING: Even with the quantity of books wo've acquired in the
last couplc years, you havc an. amazing numbcr that arc missing from
our library---znd you'rc only down to the "E's". Porhaps we shall
1ist our titlecs thc same way onc of thesc times. After all, a largc
part of thc fun.of collceting 1s comparing collcections,

INSPIRATION: The usual pages of friendly rambling that we find
so pleasing. In conncction with the negro discussion, we will print
as a scparatce. publication. in the next mailing, the matcrial on this
subjdct that we dcloted from NOVA #3. ((Incidentally, NOVA #3 is
all stenciled, pertially mimcocd, and should bc out very shortly
after you rcccive this Mailing. It would have beon. out before this
but we had to pausc to get our Fapazines out of the way, and things
were further complicated by a breakdown of the mimco, causing delay
whilc waiting for now parts.))Glad you cnjoyed your visit to Slan
Shack, Lynn, Wc assurc you the feeling was mutuale

MEET FAPA: Hopc it was satisfactory,

BRITISH FANTASY SCCIETY BULLETIN: The British lads scem nore ef-
ficicnt organizcrs than we Aacricans.

EN GARDE: We rother liked the cover on this one oursclvese.

GUTETO: We glce to notc the cvolution of Gutcto into a sancwhat
morce personal—-—iorc Fopazinish--- publication.

FANTASNIDE: Tantalizingt

BEYOND: Nice art, considering the limitations of the medium, 4s
for drcans, wc have becen.planning to publish our own.hook on the
subject as soon.as we collcet a little morc data, You sce, we have
wanted for sonc time to ¢xperinent with printing and binding an
anatcur book, and this subjoct scens to give a fairly good cxcusc.

FANFARE : This issuc 1s just too utterly uttcr., And thosc ads arc
sinply cxcruciatings Onc of thc best humorous cfforts FAPA has scen

for many a day. As for format and artwork, you have ccrtainly hccn
doing sonc wondcrful work, Art.

FANTASY AMATEUR: Thanks, LRC, for routing thc bad, bad pcoplae who
were about to cut our official position right out from under us.
However, as Abby Lu has had no dircct part in EN GARDE for sonc
tine, or in. any other FAPA participation cxccept holping with the
work when we werc Or, and rcading the Mailing, shce will prohably
drop when. our ncnborship comes up for rencwale Liked the OE's long
nessagce. Would like to scc long oncs overy time,

POST-MAILINGS

CLAUDE DEGLER AND THE FAPA: We're inclined to agrece that ignoring
Degler will have littlc cffoct on the situation,

SHEAF OF CCCOMENTATORS: &  Auazing anount of BTU's in. this pile of

papcre In cevery great cvil some small zood nay be foundee-if
look hard cnoughs S y you
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FEN: Enjoyed Fassbeinder article. Pocn on. 4c was good too.

FAN-DANGO 3-A: Hopc to bring this natter to a hcad soon. What-
cver the outcome, it nceds proapt scttlcmcnt.

MIDGE: Intcercstings

PHOTO: Very intercsting. Should go far toward accouplishing its
ain,

COVENTRY SAMPIE: Sounds good. Think wc'll risk a dollar if plans
for its publication have not changed. -

CAUSTIC SQUARE BULLSHOOTER: If ridicule had been. effcetive,Degler
should bc clcar out of Fandon and completcly forgotten by now.

DECIMAI, CLASSIFICATION: We haven!t tine now to comparc this with
Spcer's in the sanc nciling. Perhaps we can consider this subject
in a futurc issuc of En Gardc,

PEOPLE STORIES: Lovcly cover, intercsting naterials Interior
back covecr pilc suggcsts a horsc on soncbody.

THE F.A. LeAN 3: Better 1l&c than. never, say wG.

THE PEACE WITHESS: We don't approve collective homicide cither,
but we gravely doubt that the nerce sprcad of Paclivistie propaganda
will cver rcally bce cffeectives, What is nceded is to open. our eyes
and facc somc unplcasant truths about the actual causc of wars.
Then. do somcthing positive about it. Are tne najority of tho world's
pcoplcs capable of that?

TOWARD YESTERDAY: Rather cnjoyable issue on. the wholca

Hopc tiah covers cverything. If woelve nissed anybody, plcasc
accopt ouir apologlics. And may we remark-that this was certainly a
huge Mailing--+-soncthiing we greatly approvee

Whenweean ' tthinkefanythingeicveruosayinthoscinterlincetionswewonder

TATS NP THAD

We, 41 aslhiley, haove pretty well run the draft classificetion.
ganut now, For a long tine we were 3A, Then we werc reclassificd to
lA. Then we wont ©o Detroit for our cxanination--~and cnded up in
4r, Maybc, soncday. we’ll write up the story of that oxas. Anyway
the result cane pretty.much as a surprisc to use In.casc anybody
wondors why wc were rcjccted, wc herewith end their wonderings. It

was becausce of Billatceral Assyactry, Quadratic Podex, and Cranial
Varicosity.

Ncil De Jack scens to have gone acrosse. Got a change of address
card the other day giving APO address, Haven't heard froa Dalvan

Coger since he visited us on furlough a few wecks ago, Hopoc he
hasn't gonc too,
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