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OUT TO DEMONS RATE that anythlng, however improbable, can happen in etérnlty, that
horrid example of FAPA's deag timber, Norm Stanley,'has produced an issue of Fan-Tods.
Unlike its eijghteen predecesgors, this issue emerges from Encumbered: Acre, P, 0. Box
895, Rockland, iaine, However, it's still going to members of the Fantasy Anateur
Press A55001at10n, wherever ﬁt,hey are, ,ﬁ .
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And it is a poor enough reward indeed, for thelr forbearance and ‘courtesy in
flxedly staring the other way the whlle i have most illegally continued my nembership
. the past two (or is it three”) years without the production of so much as a smidgeon
of .activity. In fact, I got by this past year without paying any dues, elther, I did
send a check to Burbee long ago, but what fate befell it I kmow not, for it has never
returned to roost, «Rumor has it that he has had it preserved in an atmocphere of
helium in anticipation‘of .the day when the .- sutograph willibring rore than the face
valué of the docunent, ,but whatever’ dlspos1t10n was made of*lt I.only ‘wish more of
my creditors would do phe Bame. . « 5 . o o And speaking of credlt rmuch should go to
ille, Mireille Koenlg who klndly supplied the translation: ‘of the Parls Match squib
vou'll flnd on page 8 QI thls issue. , :
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Thomas S. Gardner

I have been very much interested in Dianetics for three reasons. First of all I
have a high regard for Hubbard's better fiction writing; secondly, I also have a lik-
ing for Hubbard personally, and finally, for the really important consideration, I an
most anxious to see the development of soue form of -mental therapy that nankind can
use to become sane as a group, The big question which I and many other people have
been asking is whether or not Dianetics is this long sought science of:the nind.

.When I'wrote the short article, The nise of the Hybrid Sciences, in Warner's
HORIZONS, #17, + thought that Diametics might be the answer., My later letter, also
published in that issue, expressed iy, doubts which arose on better acquaintance with
Dieneticse. I had discussed this matter to some extent with Hubbard at one of the
August Conclaves in New York City about two ycars ago. At that time Hubbard called
his system "Perspectives" and said that it began where General Senantics left off.
Goodl =-- if-true. Hubbard 2lso described. some of his work in hypnoanalysis and the
total recall under hypnosis of events which took place while the patient was under
the dee¥est anesthesia, All of this sounded very interesting to me and 3o when I read
Hubbard's article, Disnetics, in the May 1950 ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION,I looked for
something new and interesting.

I was not altogether disappointed. Although the article was very poorly written,
at about the level of Hubbard's poorest pot-boiler fiction, and scemed to have been
- hastily thrown together, there was discernible in it a great deal of the conclusions
and new work of General Semmntics, Cybernetics (in its ;philosophical implications),
and nodern logid¢, Fine, for a sterter, But there were 'still plenty of faults to be
found in Hubbard's development of his thesis. As an example, onc error of statement,
possibly due to hasty writing, stuck out on page 86, where Proposition 13 stated:
nDianetics sets forth the non-germ theory of disease..." Now there are many non-germ
theories of disease which are far beyond being rere hypotheses, iWe know, for example,
that mineral and vttamin deficiencies result in the well known deficiency syndronmes,
while hormone imbalances produce yet other types of illness, Hence Hubbard should
have modified his statement. But perhaps such things as that ought to be tolerated,
if not excused, in a popular exposition, I felt sure Hubbard knew those facts, but
had overlooked them, or failed to express himself properly in that connection, due to
his haste in preparing the article. Hence, on the basis of uy conversations with
Hubbard and of the article in astounding, I wrote the short iten for HORIZONS.

There hos been a gradual build-up through uasthematical Biophysics, Symbolic
Logic, General Semantics, and Cybernetics that rather definitely points toward the
emergence of an all-ermbracing science of the nind. I hnd hoped that Disnetics night
be it., I received auite a set-back, however, on reading Hubbard's book, for I found
in it not the anticipated developnent of the natter so sketchily trecztéd in the aSF
article but instead a great mass of words put forth ns a method of mental therapy. A
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closer tie-up with procedures #nd methods of thinking would have been very usefu%.
However a straightforward handbook dealing with the therapy zlone is also useful, if
it gives the needed information in a useable form.

Hubbard's book doesn't do this, * read it with care and found it hard reasding,
due to Hubbard's involved method of statement. The same weakness, unfortunately, has
been shared by important books in other fields, Korzybski's Science and Sanity being
well known as a horrible example. It would be an impossible task to discuss all the
implications and points of Hubbard's book; the fpllowing, though, struck me as being
especially pertinent:

Hubbard's theory of the engran as a special kind of cellular recording irrespect
ive of the nervous system would recuire the most laborious ond painstsking work for
its satisfactory proof. Such proof would require mechsnic-1lly recorded conversations
between the parents at different periods of the development of the foetus., These
would have to be locked away for years until the child hed become adult, ~nd then, by
dianetic procedure, the recsll obtained nnd checked agninst the original recordings.
Now Hubbard has tried to use cross-checks for his verification, but I fcel that he
errs in accepting testlnony fromn relsated individuals as evidence, even if this testi-
nony is taken under reverie conditions, This hypothesis that everything thet hap-
pens 1is recorded on a cellular level and thus stored in the cell along with the
genes, etc., permits a revival of the racial neimory theory. that is an old idea but
has never been proven. It is iaplied in Disnetics, however, or so I gathered, In
theory it could be extrapol-ted back to the primordial cell] But are there enough
stereochenical configurations of the protein riolecules in a cell to carry cellular
recordings for such a length of time? #hat hoirpens when the number of protein con-
figurations becones saturated and the cell cnan no longer receive cellular recordings?
In my humble opinion the thcory of cellular recordings 1is the weakest spot in
Dianetics and may be.its bane,

A curious inplication of the engran theory 1is that a child weuld be better off
if he were conceived by artificial insenination, or perhaps even bétter by fertiliz-
ation and incubation of the ovun entirely outside the human body. In the former case
it would also be better if tha parents werc not to have intercourse at »1l during
‘the time from conception to birth, Better for the child, that is, but rather tough
on the pzrents| : :

Arnd then Dianetics was presented in the book is‘such a manner ss to engender
suspicion from the scientific nnd nmedical world. To mnke clainms without citing veri-
fizble case histories is the surest way to get attacked. What is needed is a book on
case hlstorles that can be verified and checked on. In one aspect the book, I think,
was very poor in regard to this suestion of proper scientific and nedical evaluation.,
That is the book's overwhelming clains of cures. This is a characteristic one assoc-
iates with quackery and charlatanism. Even lf true, such all-inclusive claims ought
to have been soft-pedalled because of this prejudlClal association and because they
are really not necessary, for if thev proved true other people would speedily find
out the worth of Dianetics ~nd thus promulgate it on a more credible basis, Frankly,
I doubt if there is any panacea, any elixir that can cure all groups of illnesses or
even a ‘major portion of nny group, Sorie antibiotics coime close to this for certain
susceptible diseases, but are not anplicable to others. Every treatnment has its lim-
itations, even on the types of disease which are susceptible to that treatment. I do
not believe in any all-curing rechanism.. This ettitude is based on past work from
31l over the world. The body 1is too complex = phenomenon for such a treatnent as
dianetic therapy to cure as nuch s is clrimed for it, Also the clzins of cures of
syndromes such as arthritis, bursitis, colds, etc., should have been clearly separ-
ated into two groups,one of allergic syndrones,the othecr of infecte#, dous illnesses,
For example, about 30% of the so-called colds are due to virus infections that a2 r e
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transnittable., They are the true coldse A4bout 704 are allergic reactions and aren't
transmittable. The antihistanines relieve the allergic reactions and have very little
effect on the virus infections. When you have a '"cold" it would be a tough job to
classify it by culturing the virus, if there is one, A simpler unethod is to try an
antihistamine. If the rhinitis decreases and the stuffiness decreases then you had »
pseudo-ccld. A similar situation exists for arthritis.. Some cases are allergic. Now
did Hubbard ever have any serun work, X-rays, etc,, done to determine if his cases of
arthritis were real or pseudo? Frankly it 1is rather distracting to read of claims
for cures that are badly needed without any proof being offered that, the author dif-
ferentiated between syndromes fron real and from mental causes. (By "real" I niean
other than psychosonatic,) With Hubbard so rwuch is left out that should be in, and
so much extra verbiage stuck in that ought to have been left out, that the trained
reader is inclined to toss the book in the trash-basket. Such a situation could have
been avoided. ¥

A very nuch discussed ruestion 1is whether or not Disnetics is just another nane
for hypnoanalysis, The early technirue of Dianetics, which used counting to start
the session, led to this cuestion, but that technicue is new supposed to have been
abandoned. However that still does not solve the dilemma. The cuestion of the state
of hypnosis seeris to be the key point. -Hypnosis, ‘as Hubbard knows, mnay run fron
conscious autosuggestion on down to the deep cataleptic state, It has been found
possible to exanine different .iental states by the use of electroencephalographic
recordings. I have seen severcl (presented at the Gerontologicald Society rieeting of
January 1949 in New York) and noted th=t deep hypnosis gave a typical pattern., (I
am trusting to menory here, but fecl confident that I recall this correctly.) If so,
then if the recordings taken under diffcrent levels of hypnosis were to be compared
with sinmilar recordings from potients wunder dianetic reveries a proper decision
could be nade. It should also be recalled that induced hypnosis may be obtained
without mechanical neans or direction from the operator. The statements used at the
beginning of the dianetic reveries ought to be sufficient, in ny opinion. Now I am
nore inclined to believe that Disnetics involves light hypnosis than otherwise, I
would analyze the situation thusly: Since Hubbard knows the superstitious fear that:
the public hns of hypnosis, he realized it would be fatal to use the word, hypno-
‘analysis, even for the lightest states. In his choice of other words and by resort
to the trick of appearing to condenn hypnosis he would be using a clever device to
.get around the popular fear, The relationship of Disnetics to the super-confession-
al state induced by the Church, and to some aspects of psychoanalysis also bear out

this vitwpoint. The technique of running the engrar znd reworking to elininate un-
pleasant memories has been used as the basis of other therapies. And there is truth
in the old saw than confession is good for the soul. The-phenonena ef the dianetic

reverie are quite :verifiable and have not been greatly disputed, = However I have
used and scen used suggestion to bring about states of enotion, illness, and also
a sense of well-being. I believe that psychiatry and psychoanalvsis have also ob-
served sinilar casas, s : :

A fundamental point that I pot from the book is that a Yalear" person or even
a partinlly released pre-clear exhibits increased mental 2bility. Thus higher intel-

ligence is implied. What kind of I.Q. tests were given before and after the treat-
nents? What are the criteris of improvement? Achievenent? Who gave the tests?
Subjective statements are so riuuich hog-wash, According to the theory a clear has no

psychoneurotic drives and hypothetically is therefore better off, How better off?
The evidence is pretty overwhelning that every one in the world who has ever achiev-
ed anything had quite a number of psychoneurotic drives, ilould s perfectly "clesr"
individual, then, be anything but a contented robot? Sone of the people whom I know
to be undergoing dianetic therapy were somewhat whacky to start with, and I am fol-
lowing their cases with interest, as with these it will be easier to note any in-
provenent . After all, improveiient is the most inportant thing, and if Dirsnetics can
bring about consistent and penisnent improvenent then it is a valuable therapy, if
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it can not it is worthless and we shall justifiably say to Hell with it, It will
take about two years for Dianetics to have eneugh cases scattered sbout the country
"to enable one to come to a definite opinion, This estimate is based on experience
with other types of nedical therﬁpy. Also if a few psychotic individuals happen to
comnit crimes and blame Disnetics there may be legal action against the workers in
the field, I wouldn't be surprised to see some form of licensing for auditors. And
if Dianetics, as outlined, is strictly true, then a criminal is not really respons-
ible for his actions as he is aberrative and can be cleared, that is niede normal in
the Diasnetics sense, by therapy. Does that rniean that a murderer should receive dia-
netic treatment rather than punishment for his erime? What about the practical as-
pect of this, irrespective of the ethical side?

I heard Dr. Winter speak in New York, on July 2, 1950, at the science fiction
meeting of the Hydra-ESFA groups. Frankly I was shocked at the confused and apolo-
getic attitude Dr, Winter exhibited. ‘I hed expected an objective and straight-for-
ward discussion of Dinnetics, its aspects,  implications, etc, Actuzlly nothing of
any importance or slgnlflcance was se2id by Dr. Winter. As an example of even a pre-
clear he was not very encouraglng. This ney heve been due to a belief that he was
up against a hypercritical’ audience, but oughtn't that to have brought forth 2 great-
er effort to neet the challenge? - ’ g .

To summarize, I an nost suspicious of the claims, as well as the “theory, of
Dianetics, I an observing a few cases taking treatment and an looking for concrete
results. To date it is too esrly to tell, I anm willing to be convinced, but nust
necessarily rcnain unconvinced until snd unless Dianetics proves its cleims,
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((Apologies to Bob Tucker, now that he is with us, praise be, once again,
and thereby available for apologizing to.) o~

A BAS LA DIANETIQUE DEPARTMENT: "It has becen proved in 1950 ‘that the public would be-
lieve in anything. When Velikovsky published 'Worlds
in Collision', at the beginning of the year,- he was considered by the most tolcrant
people 88 a man of vision, but he was so fer surpassed in the second half of the year
that in our day he appears as a classic author, Franz [Elc? Scully, of whorl we can
say to his credit that he is probably a fuker, - produced .-a best seller by revealing
that three flying saucers which fell into the sea had yielded into the hands of their
Arnerican rescuers ‘nineteen siall corpses about ninety-five centimeters in height,
dressed in clothing of the style of 1890 =nd definitely known to have come from Venus.
But Franz Scully is a child compared to Hon Hubbard, Hubbard rinde in 1950 the dis-
covery, of which he leaves to no one eclse the task of describing it zs the most import-
ant in the progress of riankind since ‘the discovery of fire, that of 'engrans',which,
caused by shocks to the unconscious nind, 1live in the human body like little devils
and sre responsible for 211 its ills, The science which Hubbard has thought up to
exorcise then, 'dianetics!, reconstructs all philosophy, all psychology,a2ll pathology,
all medicine, and is toaught for the price of twenty-five dollars 2 lesson. The naga-
zine, 'Look!', pretends that Hubbard surpssses Barnum and so implicitly awards him one
of the nost brilliant crowns of 1950. But everything considered, Barnum was an enter-
tainer while Hubbard is an inposter.

-- Paris idatch
-O-
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HALF DIM (PARTIAL) BLACKOUT DEPARTMENT: "The principle of verification is supposed

to furnish a criterion by which it can be
determined whether or not a sentence is literally mesningful.  a sinple way to foru-
ulate it would be to say that a sentence had litersl neaning if and only if the prop-
osition it expressed wios either aznalytic or empirically verifiable. To this, however,
it might be objected that unless a sentence was literally mesningful it would not ex-
press a proposition; for it is couwonly assuried ‘that every proposition is either true
or false, and to say that a sentence expressed what was either true or false would
entail saying that it was literally neaningful. Accordingly, .if the principle of
verification were fornulated in this way, it might be argued not only that it was in-
coaplete as a criterion of meaning, since it would not cover the case of sentences
whioh did not express any propesitions at all, but also that it was otiose, on the
ground that the question which it was designed to - answer rwust already have been
answered before the principle could be applied. It will be seen that when I introduce
the principle in this book I try to avoid this difficulty by speaking of 'putative
propositions' and of the proposition which a scntence !'purports te express'!; but this
device is not satisfactory. ror, in the first place, the use of words like 'putative!
and 'purports'! seemns to bring in psychological considerations into which I do not
wish to enter, and secondly, in the case where the 'putative proposition! is neither
analytic nor empirically verifizble, there would, according to this way of speaking,
appear to be nothing that the sentence in question could properly be said to express,
But if a sentence expresses nothing there seems to be a contradiction in saying that
what it expresses is empirically unverifiable; for even if the sentence is adjudged
on this ground to be me~ningless, the reference to 'what it expresses!' appears still
to imply that something is expressed,"

-- A, Jo Ayer, Language, Truth and logic,
-o-
NERNST TO THE LIBERAL ARTS DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT: A rigorous statement of the third
law is the following: For any sub-
stance in 2 single pure guantum state,the entropy at the absolute zero of temperature
be taken 3s zero, No known exceptions to this law nre known,"
-~ Perry, Chenical Engineers' Handbook

15
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TURBOENCABULATION DEPARTMENT: "The Sensicon Circuit with the Permakay Wave Filter,
Statomic Oscillator, Differenti=l Squelch, Capacitance
Discriminator, and Thernally Balanced Crystal Oven, 21l exclusive Motorola develop-

ments, has advanced the art to pernit practicable adjacent channel operation."
-= advertisenent, Electronics, June 1950

—o.-

DEMONOLOGY DEPARTMENT : "The operetioncl fullsey of Maxwell's Denon 2s an sgent for
. ' decreasing the entropy of the universe was shown by Szilard
for some special cases. Brillouin, using the Shannon-Wiener concepts of informction,
has shown that such a Derion, using radistion to gain its inforuction, swust cause a
net entropy gain., . The 'efficiency! of: 5 Derion process is proportipnzl to the rutio
of entropy decrease to infornation requirement. Colculations for standard door=-open-
ing Demons are msde on this basis, and their efficiencies are shown to be less than
uniby . ‘

-- Monthly Program of the New York Acadeny of Sciences, Oct. 1951
" e ¢
DEMON RUil DEPARTMENT : "So it was that I spent several .Sundays as a guest of Craig
sl AT Rice, in real life lirs. Lawrence Lipton.. The Liptons, it de-
veloped, held open-houses nesrly every Sunday, and the assorted collection of people
that dropped in znd out was as interesting and stimulating. as it was heterogeneous,
e o o o » o All these soirees were rather sinilar, except of course for the conversa-
tions. The pattern centered around ~ profuse use of liquor--everyone present having
entree to the refrigerator snd passing around drinks to all present whenevet soreone
got dry, _.a_ practice which often led to one's having two or three drinks in front of
himselstimgltaneously. I never saw anyone get out of line fron drinking out there,

"
3
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but on the other hand the amount of booze flowing around the place riade it really
rugged for me, since I was supposed to be working regular hours, while few of the
others were. These parties used liquor in the way I've always felt the stuff wus de-
signed to be used: as an ige-breaker and tongue-lossener; and such was the high level
of most of the conversation that partaking in it burned up nost of the alcohol as
fast as it was drunk."

-- Fs T+ Laney, shl Sweet Idiocy!

—O—

"Los Angeles, Nov, 22, (aP) -- Craig Rice, Al-year-old mystery story writer, to-
day was comnitted for an indefinite tern in a state hospital on an alcoholism peti-
tion signed by her daughter, -

"At the hearing in psychopathic court the drughter, ilrs,

Nancy Atwill, testified that liiss Rice had used liquor to excess for four or five

years and needs institutional care: .

- "The court ordered iiiss Rice to the state mental

institution st Camarillo for treatnent, :

_ "The author filed divorce suit against her

fourth husband, Henry W, Demott, jry, 29; 1last August but later said she was sceking
a reconciliation," o :
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phemis" i witrartnoec”

For the relief and reassurance of those whilon Vanguardifs who ¢re still around,
this column is not going to consist of: reviews of long since nouldered VAPA nmuilings,
Having just used Revista to perpetrate that stunt with respect to FaPa, I quite lrck
the audacity to try it again., .
; Contrariwise, it shall be used this time for FaPi, not
VAP4, discussion. It won't be devoted to forgotten mailings, but to recent stuff
(well, fairly recent), and it won't be the customory review/discussion, = for which
I've the inclination only--not the time, ' I'll just do a jot of running corment on a
nunber of itens that took my fancy in the current and fairly recently previous riril-
ings. 5 .

Was it you, Harry, who once let it be known, oh, long ago, and with what I re-
call as something like pride, that your record collection consisted of a disc of "The
Beautiful Blue Danube" stirringly executed by a military band? Rightly or not, that
thought has popped into ny iind repeatedly during the past year or so, as I've read
successive items in HORIZONS about a record player, an amplifier, a coaxial speaker
and, to judge fror a trend noticeable in your rusical discussions, what must be by
now a sizeable stack of recorded music, Me too, Harry angt others, with the nakings
of what will be a rather. elaborate snd gadget-ridden (wothell, t like gadgets,) music
system when it's all built into my recently acquired house. it present it's strewn
about and hooked up in a haywire, but tolersbly ear-satisfying, manner. But ne riore
of that right ngw; no, doubt you'll all hear about it at tedious length later.
ac it
was also you, I believe, Harry, who discussed recorcded church nusic and mentioned in
particular the verdi Requiem, I'm with you on that; I've heard it once, maybe twice,
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via radio, and also had the particular good fortune about a year ago to be in Los
Angeles during the three weeks of the UCLA Music Festival, the opening concert of
which featured an unforgetcble performance of the iequiem. Now I sce it's been LP'd
by three different companies, a triple fulfillment of your prediction. which one
should I buy? » \ : ~
And while, on this subject I'd like to recorriend Bloch's (Ernest, not
Robert) Sacred Service, on London LLP-123., (There is 1lso, confusingly, = :ilhaud
"Sacred Service!", a lengthier work on which I can cermient only '"no cemment'", having
.never heard it,)  The Bloch recording I 'find notable in several respects: as riusic
it is beautifully and movingly impressive, a nassive composition yet achieving that
substance ‘without the percussive thunder (which I like, too) of the Dies Irae in the
Verdi, The text, which is in Enelish, is clearly enunciated and comnpletely intellig-
ible in the singing, #nd it is good poetry and of n content that I found interesting,
infidel dog of a logical positivist thoush I be. The bass baritone, Marke Rothrnuller,
has a very deep and extraordinnrily resonant voice, quite unlike nny other that I re-
call., And finally, the record has captured o peculinr effect, 2pparently due to the
acoustics of the hall, which is of a nature that would simply fascinate H, C. Koenig.
It's no detraction, either, #s it brings 2 remsrkoble effect of presence to the repro
duction,

Harry also mentioned the Concert Hall Society 2nd its perennial hurrylhurryl
hurry} sds for its limited edition recordings. ' Here now is the tale of folly on one
who was sucked in by the ad znd the (cxcellent) sample record. I'd be interested in
comparing notes with sny other foruer plutocrzts who may've done likewise,  Concert
Hall doesn't offer such a bad deul: I got 22 12" LPs for $1ll, which compares faovor-
ably with what I usually pay via nnil order for trade ecition LPs--204 off list plus
something for shipping. The music scems uniforialy good, worthy, and riostly not avail-
able elsewhere on LP, But as for the quslity of reproduction of these limited-edition
discs "custon-pressed...directly fron rold and silver sputtered masters" -- I wonder?
‘Was my experience typical, or did I just happen to get the rare lemons of the lot?
As I parenthesized,CH's . 10" sample record was very good technically; I csn't say that
of all the records I subsequently received., One was downright bad 2t first, having
apparently been pressed from a vinylite-sputtered mester,or something, as the grooves
were clogged with what looked like excess nolding powder, Happily, it has since
cleared up considerably and is at least tolerable now. Several others had the same
2ilment in less degree,

What is, I believe, a more gencral characteristic of Concert

Hall recordings is their extreme shrillnessj;their engineers appear to have a penchant

for overly pre-emphasizing the treble. I've noticed courients on this, too, in reviews

of CH's trade records. along with this they seem 2lso to my ear to be rather defic-

ient in the bass. While undoubtedly sone of these deficiencies nre characteristic of

ny audio eaquipment and not of.the recordings, that doesn't altogether account for
them, Pending construction of a Williamson amplifier, I'm getting by with feeding nmy

pickup through a jury-rigged prearp end thence through the audio section of a Halli-

crafters SX-62 recéiver., The spcaker system is @ teriporarily set up three-way affair

with two tweeters capable of faithful reproduction up.to 20 KC. The woofer is admit-
tedly inadecuate, so I look for some loss of bass, ‘But I've other LPs from which I

pet bass that is fairly solid, considering the speaker I'm using, ~nd I don't get

solid bass from the CH records at the points in the music where it should be, 4t the

upper end of the spectrum, the extreme h-f content of Concert Hnll's discs is often

stimulating to hear, but 1is »lso fatiguing listening as reproduced on my equipnent.

Again, though I suspect I'.n introducing distortion here, probably in the SX-62's

sogenannt "high-fidelity" audio section, I've other LPs which hove extreme h-f on

them snd which do not distort and are not tiring to listen to. There's that shatter-

ing-of-glass-like fff opening of the fourth movement of ichler's First (Columbia il-

- 54251), I invarisbly jump a foot when it's uncorked, but it's not  painful to hear on
ny ecuipment, from which it emerges crystel clear, full, complete; with apparently

- ‘everything audible ithat ought to be and nothing that oughtn't. . Ariother example is
Varese's Integrales (ENS-401), to which I con listen at extrene volume levels without
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the least discomfort. And those cymbals really shimmer in the final crescendo| (There
are, of course, those who would heve it that with Varese no one could distingui§h the
music from the distortion, anyway, I can't go along with that; to me Verese 1s one
of the most rwusical of the experimental composers.,)

Well, anyway, the Concert Hall
records are mede of very pretty transpsrent ruby vinylite, The luxurious leatherette
case supplied to house them, though, is 3.flimsy affair which isn't going to hold to-
gether long, I+.see, under the usage I'm giving it: To sum it up, I'm unimpressed by
the claims of technical perfection and far from satisfied with Concert Hall on that
score, -But I do very much like their choice of music, most of which I'd've hated to
have nissed. It was good to find th-~t Beethoven.composed more then just an overture
for Geothe's Epmont, The rendition by usargit Flury of ClYrchen's two songs, "Die
Trommel gerdhret{" and “"Freudvoll und leidvoll", were for ne the high spots of the
recording, ¢"high" in two senses; both good.) I was amazed, though, at the temerity
of 2 mere soprano's competing with & CH-recorded fifej On the lighter side, I was
captivasted by ifartinu's altogether-delightful La hevue de Cuisine with its orysing
plano tour de force, ]

Much better recording, I'm delighted to report, is to be found in
the first two Haondel Society rcleases of the oratorios, Israel in Egypt and acis and
Galatea. ~ Musically, Handel, in the first of these, grve us some of his very best
choral work without carrying matters to.the excessive length of a iiessish., With .iAcis,
on the other hand, ' the .choir plays » compsrstively minor role, and the work is, 1in
fact, more .closely. akin to opera thon to oratorio. * The text is s dramatization, not
a narration,of the Acis-Galatea myth, with the choir functioning ruch like the chorus
of classical Greek drana, + was taken particulsrly by its subtly sympathetic portray-
al of the cyclops, Polypherus, as = would-be, but hopelessly bumbling, lover who
strives to express his tender emotion in song but succeeds only in noking a great
clamor about it. This recording, incidentzlly, is complete on.three 12" LPs (Handel
Society HDL-2), which should be borne in mind by the prospective purchaser as there
is another LP recording of it (Harvard HLP-1) which, being on 2 single 12" disc, is
obviously not complete. I'm a bit curious os to whether Concert Hall ancd the Handel
Society are one-and-the-same or imdependent conpanies. They sometiiics rdvertise to-
gether and, until} redently at least, shared the same address, Nonetheless, of their
products I've heard, there's a vost difference in the engincering on the two labels.
And I'm solidly with Bob Tucker in appreciation.of Columbia's enterprise in 1lift
ing the score of Destination lioon off the filr sound track and giving it to us on LP,
And it is ‘also all the excuse I need for similarly plugging London's enterprise ‘in
doing the same for the complete (or nearly so) performance of -The Tales of Hoffmann
in its film version. ‘That film is a minor enthusinsm of mine ‘since I first saw it
about a year ago. It (the film, not the enthusiasm) is a sight to see and a delight
to hear, snd it certainly is sufficiently frntastic (even says so in the title) for
anyone in the audience to whom that cualification is an essential requirement. It's
a beautiful demonstration that film is the best medium for opern, th=t opera on film
is opera plus., I can only wonder why nothine as good as that has been done before,

t

The thing to do is to see the film first = =nd then get the album (London LLPi-4,
3-12"), play it a lot and then go to see the film agasin. “as Bob remarked with refer-
ence to Destination #oon, by hearing the recording of the score you can mentally re-
create the scenes and action of the film; at the same time you are also more aware of
the score as music when it is frced of other distracting ‘sense impressions. This is
true with respect to TofH, though perhaps with nore c¢ppositeness to the libretto then
to the score, -which latter is prominently enough a feature of the film to hold the
attention., But it is rwuch ensier -- 2fter seeing the film -- to catch and grasp
detsils snd nuances of the witty Arundell libretto  if the recording is availiuble for
replaying. (For some obscure reason London has issued this album without & printed
text of the libretto or, indeed, notes of #ny sort other than a booklet much the sane
~3 that usually hawked at 'the road show exhibitions of the film.) .One's impressions
of such a highly colorful production are apt to be faulty in detail ‘'when seen but
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once", as. our Helen hns obliging illustrated for us in TUT with her iaisquotztion of
uStudents] Art is long and time is short....t (This moy be another illustration, so
I've put that. in aquasi-cuotes.) . \ ;
' audio-wise, the recording is surprisingly nstursl
and brillisnt for a transcription from sound track. Playing it at greater than normal
volume, as London recormends, does indeed help bring that out, though on wide-range
ecuipment it slso brings up the harvonic-lgzded 50-cycle hun which, according to Bill
Dannner, is a sort of trademark of London rccordings, and which in this perticular
recording is slightly prodigious.

nobert Rounseville, as Hoffmann, is & robust =ond
photogenic young tenor whose appearance here makes one wonder whet nsnner of bushel
he's been hiding under s11 this tiie. The essence of the filn version of Hoffrann is
thet of starry-eyed ingenuousness, the goose to be plucked, =s plucked he is from the
word "Gol" by the hissworthily villnrinous Lindorf. Rounseville hzndles the role re-
merkably well, ‘carrying off neatly the difficulties of being at once charming and
ridiculous, tragic and comic. = snd one of the subtletiecs of this, which,I nissed in
two viewings of the film and discovered only when the recording wes at hend to facil-
itate attentive listening, consists in the profound banslity of the verses which
Rounseville sings beautifully, soulfully, and so utterly straight-facedly.

another

interesting discovery I.nmcde on heering the recording is that it contains at least
two scenes which have been cut from the filn as it is exhibited in this country. The
first occurs in the prologue, in the middle of the scene in Luther's Tavern, and 1is
minor, consisting only in the expurgation of the nildly rowdy drinking song which
runs somewhat as follows: "Let's light up o punch, boys! Let us booze}! Let any who
choose roll under the tablel" although at the time I was unawore of the cut in the
film, I do recall being somewhat nstonished, the first time I saw the film, .at the
rather magical way in which the blazing punch bowl materialized into the scene.

The
other cut is more extensive and reprehensible and occurs in' the third 2ct where the
best nart of the arusing dizlog betwcen the irascible Crespel and the deaf servant,
Franz, who misunderstands all that is said to him, has been censored out =nd along
with it the comic song wherein Franz, in a cracked voice, sings of his vocal ability.
It is difficult to see why these two scenes should've been yanked. The first seeningly
is inoffensive enough to =11 save, possibly, the WCTU, and at that the white rib-
boners might well =pnlaud Hoffmann's succinct corment on the flavor of Luther's beer,
The second cut admittedly expunges one sadly overworked little anglo-Saxon four-
letter word on the sort you can hear everywhere except in the movies,
: : : . Z ' On the other
hand, the music for the dragonfly b:llet takes up just 83 seconds in the record, and
I'd swear it whs much longer thon that in the film. ~ Incidentally, does anyone Know
just what words the chorus sings in that scene? I've listened ‘to it repeatedly and
it still sounds to .rne like doublctelk., It could be thzt, I suppose, since this is a
British film, in view of the high regard in qhidh Britcns appear to hold doubletalk
as a humor forn. REF: .

The debate on companionate marriage h»s proved interesting, and. it 1is good to
see that the old braintrusting tradition of the FiP4_still survives.’ aAlthough I'm in
considerable agreement with the title of .Mrs. Carr's contribution, I've plenty of
quibbles over her argumént, The statement thet procrecation is the '"only" reason for
the existence of "sex" is hirhly debatable.’ We discover that the word "sex" in her
proposition means eroticism. Well, first, is it not questionable whether erotic
plcasure is 2n essential mechanism to insure procreation? It's not necessary to go
back to the amoeba to raise that doubt. Among mammals there are species of guite
high order wherein courtship prior to copulation is practicclly nil and the act it-
self is too brief and violent to support the sssumption that erotic pleasure or an-
ticipation of pleasure plays any significsnt role. In other msmmals, notably the ret,
the nature of the sex impulse hzs been quite thoroughly investigated experinentally.
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Mutilation experinents have shown thit a mele rat deprived of all the sensory cham-
nels necessary to experience erotic stinul:tion will still copulate with unubated
ardor. Electric shock hxs been used to render copulmtion painful, with the surpris-
ing result that a very high threshold value was found necesssry to discourege sexu-l
union, The rat endured current practically to the point of electrocution before he
would quit the fenlel

Again, it is ~n unwarranted disparagement of hono sap to dis-
miss him as an "educated memmal", He's = reasoning marmmal, With the borderline ex-
ception of a few other species of the higher primates, ncn is the only being known to
reason in any significant sense of the word., That is the opinion of practicslly all
animal psychologists, lovers of the dog, cat, horse, etc,, to the contrary. .ny
reasonably adequate account of humrin sex life rust toke fully into consideration this
faculty which makes man unique anong aninrls,

For nonreasoning aninsls the formula-
tion, ‘*survival of the species is a consequence of procrestion is a consequence of
sexual activity which rmey involve (but not necessarily require) eroticism!, is fairly
adequate. There z re no 'reasons" involved in the deazl, which requires no further
justification. It just happens that way and "the survivors survive", as Charles Fort
quipped with a wisdom he doubtless never imagined.

With men it's a different story.
He abstracts. He thinks about his thouphts.. He senses thzt he senses, To a reason-
ing being there is no point in survival per se; he szeks some reason, or reasons, for
his existence. Whntever reasons thzt we choose, they are nonlogical ones, postulstes.
We could take survival as a postul-te, to be sure, but I think it's an intellectunlly
unsatisfying one, Too abstract, it crnnot be felt by direct experience. From a
hedonistic point of view (and if snyone thinks there are other points of view which
are not ultimately hedonistic, I'm just spoiling for an srgument]) it is desirable to
choose basic postulates that ar: nore closely related to direct experience.

Suppose
we choose, then, as a postulate, or 'reason", the individunl's apprecintion. of all
that is aesthetic; this is broad enough  and sufficiently acceptable generally to be
an agreeable basis, With respect to this postulate we may justify the survival of
cur species--to provide beings to produce and to experience the aesthetic--and so o n
back up the line of ‘"reasons" to croticism. But eroticism itself con be aesthetic,
intensely so, moreover. hence, ss a particulsr aspect of our general pcstulate, is
not eroticism acceptable as on end in itself? So, with reference to iirs. Carr's
argunent, we can turn it sround and nssert with good logic thot eroticism 1S '5kse’ 8
valid reason for procreation, there being undeniably an erotic (znd highly aesthetic)
satisfaction to be had from the production 2nd nurture of offspring.,

" % SETPC Sc why should
we deprecate the practice of sex ns »n »rt nnd »n =esthetic experience? ‘Why consider
it as 2 mere "sugar coating" of the task of procreation? It is as ruch a legitinate
activity 4nd oan innate part of the nature of nan to appreciate the aesthetic as it
is to reproduce his kind,

i This is a hedonistic philosophy, surely, but not necessar-
ily a crassly sensate and selfish hedonismn. The nesthetic appreciation of sexual
activity is certainly enhanced if the partners deeply love each other, 1In using the
word "love" here, I'm taking that nultifaceted sentirent in the sense of the posses-
sion of a high regard for another, to the point of considering the loved one's wel-
fare and pleasure ahead of one's own. This reconstitutes sexusl behzvior on the basis
of its being nore of a giving than a receiving of pleasure, But doesn't .such & predom=
inance of solicitude and concern for the satisfaction of one's sexual partner argue
for the practice of sex as an art rather than s mere prelude to procreation? The in-
terpretation of sexual behavior as a mode of aesthetic expression ss well as experi-
ence is one that deserves rore attention, I've a notion thot were this attitude more
generally recognized many, if not most, of the appallingly large number of cases of
so-called sexual "incompatibility" would be revealed as mere selfishness, a seeking
of pleasure in the absence of much conscious will or intent to contribute fully to
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“the relation, = Likewise the dour ~ttitude of te king sex as 2 sinful business on the
road to obedience of Jehovah's injunction to be nultlple and fruitfly obviously leads
+ to the seme kind of frustration.

The tnle of Towner's going for dinnetics (with an overbocrdness thaot'd astonish
me if encountered in any other iconoclrst th-t I know of) multiplies yet more my re-
gret that I.didn't look him up when I wrs in La l-st year. I rwust've been there just
about the time of the events he chronicles, or very shortly thereafter. But I don't
recall eny furore or screaming headlines re dianetics or Hubbard in any of the papers
I saw while there, In feet I read nothing whatever about the subject. I do reczll
driving by a big, brown stuccu, residentianlooking house which had a2 huge sign out
front proclaiming to me, the passer-by, that diasnetics could chinge my life. Not
being prepared for my chenge of 1life, I made no inquiry. Now, I am fascinated by the
Laney account, though baffled by its being written in dinnetics rsther thon English.
Helen's tacit admission of a siniler bafflement is arwsing. I hove two trivial ob-
servations to nake: I don't know what "agarophobia" labels; possibly a fear of cert-
ain laxative preprrations, It sure as Hell ain't a fear of spaces; thot's "agoraphob-
ia", 4nd the Swisher-Hubbard meeting; I'm fairly well acquainted with Bob, and I
don't believe he is, or ever was, on the faculty of M. I. T. at the time I sazw the
most of him, back luring the war, he was a moderately-big-wheel research mon with the
Monsanto Chemical Company (#2I'm hired to have chemicnl ideas.#) and apparently had
becen exclusively that for some yenrs, He still is, I gather, judging from the assign-
ment of his recent patents,
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-~ otherwise known as "Project D", consists .of long-ago-written corments cn
some publicatiovns of the Fifty-second Lziling, now two years gone. any com-
plaints over their exhumztion at this time are undoubtedly justified; I
plead only that o certain meessure of this stuff is still timely &nd, con-
ceivably, even of interest.to the present auditory. .The rest I throw in for
any historical (or amusement) value it riay have and becnuse I labored over
it and am loath to see 21l thdt bst&t go for nsught,

THE FANTaSY /L.TEUR, ;2, iv: I always read the President's (Presidents'?) ilessages,

Dean, cld bean., They're often ingeniously contrived
to fall into hunor ‘or whimsy when it happens thst nothing else waits to be said,
Loads of fun, almost as rwuch as the Official Crltlcs' Critiques used to be.

HORIZONS, 11, iv: . I'm quite in agreenent with your proposnls (1) and (3), but doubt

if (2) is worth withcluttering the constitution, I've often fclt
that psycholopicﬁl 1lift on receiving o fat postrmniled bundle from the Galaetic Roonm-
ers, or the LASFSers, or the Insurgents (I hope this juxtaposition won't produce the
same Violent reaction as did a similar bit of tactlessness I perpetrated back in the
day of the Outsidersl), or other centers of activity, whereas of individually post-
mailed items only the most outstanding nake any impression at all on ne, The energ-
ent whole c¢an be so nuch greater than its parts. Probably I should, s FiPa's nost
flagrant abuser of the postmriling privilege, assurc one ~nd all thet I've never yet
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participated in a group postmailing and don't intend to. But I do like to receiye a
bundle of fapazines, be it large or small, postrmziled or not.,. And a postmailed
bundle seems to me rather more like a bonus to the regular nalllng thon a simple col—

lection of stragglers., ; i
Proposal (3), incidentally, ought ‘to have additional value as

an at least partially effective means of barring undesirables. If -they subnit menu-
script and no one consents to publish it thenthey don't get in, True, that's not

effective against the goon with a duplicator, and about all we can do about doing in
him, pending passage of federal legislation to require licensing of all editors, pub-
lishers, and duplicator operators, is'to resort to seme crude form of direct action,
nssassination, say. gl oW = IR _
This Coewal=ilarner exchange has brought forth the closest thing
to tartness I've ever seen come from our hermit., Is it o reflection of the temper of
the times that even the most serene characters become = little edgy? Me, I know I'm
rather more than a little so,having lately developed » distressing reflex for yapping
out in conversation and, of course, immediately regretting having done so. I pulled
this endearing little stunt at lcast twice at the Norwescon; I hope the recipients!
failure to notice it was real and not simulnted, An cdd thing about it is that when
I snap like that it's never from having taken offense (my reaction to a stab in ‘the
ego is cuite the opposite -- I clam up); it's just an overwhelming sense of weariness
and impatience that surges up to unse:st my judgment, Is there a P. A. in the hcuse?

Masochist, Harry? Sodist's the word, I'm thinking, .after the torment of reading
this particular copy of HORIZONS, which is of eye-rending illegibility and yet too
fascinating in content to give up on., Second sheetst!d be 3ll right if only you'd be
a little more ruthless in tossing cut the poor impressions.

: "Shipments are made by
express..." You mean Railway Express 'Agency? Any westcoaster who buys nimeo paper
at 75¢ f.o.b. New York and has it shipped that way will surely regret the desl when
he pays the shipping charges. Duwn east here I've been getting my poper from a Port-
land outfit called Discount liartin, who presently asks $1.00 per reamn for 20 pound
82x11 and sends it down by motor truck at negllglblc transportaticn cost. (It used
to be 60¢ and free transportation, but them days is gone forever})

-Books? I'd like
to put in a plug for Dover Publlcntlons, 1780 Broadway, New Yawlc 19, N. ¥. - This-is a
publishing house that speciulizes in low-priced photolith reprint editions of out-of-
print scientific and mathematical works,but also 2s 3 raother extensive sideline sells
remainders in such subjects as science, philosophy, history, social science, biology,
literature, art, and the like, A card stating what subjects you're interested in
will put you on Dover's mailing list; they ship out batches of flyers listing their
offerimgs by subject every other week or sc.
: Dover, incidentally, is sbout to pub-
lish a reprint edition of Lewis and Langford, Symbolic Logic, which Gardner cited in
his article on the hybrid sciences.

I'n surprised to learn that there's bad blood
between the symbolic logic school and the Korzybskiites, though they are, appsarently,
going their separate ways, I know practically nothing of what goes on within the
former camp; the general semantics journal, though, has had nothing that I can recsll
as indicstive of disagreement with symbolic logic and its methodolegy. Rather, 1I'd
the impression that symbolic logic was tacitly approved but in practice neglected by
the semanticians, this being due, mayhap, t¢ the circumstance that most of the lead-
ing figures in the g, s. mcvement are researching in the biolcgical, psychological,
and linguistic fields. Symbolic logic, on the other hand, is now pretty much tied up
with mathematics, ouestions of rigor, &nd the like; it's still mcving under the im-
petus Nhitehead and Russell gave it forty-twc years ago via their Principia iliathemzt-
ica. In its Buolean algebr:sic furmulstion it has elso become a popular engineering
tool in certsin fields, notably electronics. I suppose nucst senanticians would agree
along with Kcrzybski that meathemntics can and should be the proper language for the
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elucidation of human problems, but isn't it likely thet' 'mcst of them =lsc fail to re-
tain the ndotion nuch below the verbal level and so feel something artificisl about
that viewpoint? The gap between mnathematical formulations. and verbal forrulrticns
remains- abysmal for most of us, due to the utter lack in our ezrly conditioning cf
any consistent effort to interrelate the two., Indeed, .the -essentinl math. formula-
tions (e.g., invariance) aren't even introduced, as 2 rule, at the elementnry level.
Somewhere--in a VAP4 discussion, I guess it was--I once confessed that what symbolic
logic I'd studied had yet to prove of any practicsl use to me, but that my reading in.
Science and Sanity’ had from the first profoundly affected my outlook, not sc ruch
alterlng it as clarifying it, . and th~t I'd found A of frequent aid in spotting the
jokers in arguments which previously I h~d intuitively felt unsound without being
sble to discover just why.
As for the frequent complszint, now voiced yet again by

Gardner, that S&S 1is involvedly written and difficult to study, T wouldn't debate
that any further than to cbserve that the subject rmotter of g. Sey ‘85 Korzybski saw
it, was most intricately r=amified, extending s it dces into every field of humen
activity. A genersl synthesis of the sort he cttempted is bound tc¢ be involved and
in detail often unsatisfactory. The question ¢f difficulties in studying 2 trectise
is subjective; it can be discussed with precision only in reference to whonever does
the studying., Subjectively, then, I've resd the book completely through once, iL
spent three years on it, resding -t it off #nd on, leaving it sometimes for months
and then going back to reread : good desl and go on to a new high water mark. I
found it fairly rough going in finy plices but reslly b-ffling in surprisingly few.
The "difficulties" I fcund fell for the most p:srt in cnc or nore ¢f these three cate-
gories: (a) Statcuents of "focts" which sceried to me incorrect; (b) Interpretztions,
which seemed to me incorrect, of factu~l drta; (c) Questions raised and then answered
unconvincingly or not answered ot nll, I 2n going " to cssume, —egotistically, that
these sore spots are at fault on the writing rither then the reulding sile of the
relationship we call a "difficult book", 4t least I still find on reexanination that
my original objectiocns rencin for the most part little altered. With respect to
these, then, ny criticism cf o&S is that the not inextensive populaticns of sets (a)
and (b) point up the de51r°b111ty of having a work cf synthesis like S&S refereed by
specialists in all of the fields tcuched upon, This would be next to 1np0551ble in a
first edition of ‘a work of the scope and sheer bulk of S&S but could and ought to
have been made part of a long-range program for ' the ed 1t1ng of later editicns. If
any such work as this was done between the first and second editions of S&S it. cert-
2inly was done rost incompletely. The third edition, from what reviews I've read,
appears to heve had practiczlly no further revision at =11. Category (c) scems even
more directly accountable to sloppy writing and editing. There is rauch justice, I'm
sure, in the sttitude of nyse€lf and the nunerous others who have voiced similar crit-
icisms; but such criticisms are, I think, closely skin to the counsel c¢f perfection.
This moy be apprecirted when one res=lizes fully that S&S was practically 2 one-man
job, written by Korzybski not becruse he thought hinself a aualified to coripose 2 sat-
isfactory treatise but because he hzd things to say that were in crying need
of being said, however imperfectly. Sc he did what he could to step outside his cwn
specialty of mathermatics »nd attempt to work up the data needed for his synthesis,
This was done by heavy reading on his own p=rt plus what help he could ohtain from
specinlists in the fields he considered, 4s for the'failure to adequately edit later
editions I'd haszard a guess that K's association with tHe Institute of Genmeral Sem-
antics had something to do with it. He was busy training people in his methods, and
it m3y just be that he thought it more import:int to turn out disciples who could in-
terpret his work to others than it was to perfect his own written expression of it,
Finelly, anyone ccpable of taking on S&S for imore than a superficicl reading ought to
be sble to read it critically «nd ke the riost essential revisions of the text in
his own mind,

Probably some nention, in connection with cyternetics, cught to be made
of the work of Shennon snd others in corraunication theory. wmathemsticz1lly, Sheonnon's
work complements th:t of Wiener ~nd auite 1likely it will profoundly influence cur
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conceptions of neural mechanisms if, ss, and when neurology .gets out of the gxplgra-
tory/descriptive stage and becomes a quantitative science, Right now the applicaticns
are nlmost entirely to the electrical communications field, where some highly spec-
tocul-r revelations are turning up. As, for example, the fact thet an unlinited
smount of informeotion can (very theoretically, however) be transmitted by a single
pulse of energy--Bang!' Like that.--, or the practically realizesble (though nsyte
not sc economical) possibility of transmitting rendable English speech via 2 cormuni-
cation channel of less than three cycles bandwidth.,

I haven!t yet seen Hubbard's
magnum opus and so am ouite unprepared to spout evaluations with my customary
oldfaithfulness (or, nore aptly, like those geysers which zre supposed to erupt when
stimulated by gunk tossed into them). I went off to the Norwescon in the expectation
of learning something of what was going on in diasnetics snd did, indeed, hear a lot
that was highly interesting, cocccasionally exciting, and rather more than a little
disquieting, Good or bad, diunetics is moking one hell of a big splash cn the west
ccast, . at'least. But it looks to me as though 2 1ot of.its adherents have taken it
up with the notion that it is primorily =z surefire way tc make a fast buck and only
secondarily, if at @all, a.new cnd still relztively unverified science, = whetever
nerits disnetics m:y hove when sanely ~nd cnrutiously applied, it is still a technique
whereby violent and spectacular phencriena are cbtained in profusion and as such is
a wide cpen invitatisn for chorlztanry of the worst sort,  This is ‘o potentially
dangerous situation if, »s what evicdence I've seen appears to indicste strongly, it
is quite possible to misuse dianetic therapy and produce ill effects in the patient;
it could become an explosive situation in view of the faddish, semihysterical way in
which the dianetics cult seems to be rabbiting. I noted with interest that, whereas
most of the Norwescon sessions were rather lightly attended, the dianetics meeting
packed the hall with people, not 51l of whon appeared to be fons, I believe the per-
iod would’ve run over its time Ly hours had there not been the "Destination Liccn"
showing to brenk it up. I sensed a terrific current of emoticnalisn in the audience
and the speakers appeared to be playing cn that for 2ll it was worth; Ted Sturgeon,
in particular, exhibited some remarksble shownsnship. It was not at’ 211 unlike a
religious revival with the "Look, these things rre fantastic,but they really happenit
keynote substituted for the appeal to faith. At the moment I am very uneasy over this
tendency to get hysterical over dianetics. The Hubbard technique, nonetheless, is
oroducing results so striking as to merit the mnost sericus consideration of the
system. The foundation itself is oddly cngey about exhibiting its own results, but
the results of other experimenters outside the foundation are sufficient in them-
selves to justify attention. isny of these experinenters are fans, and there's a
heady appeal here tu fandom to climb on the Hubbard band wagon, since we were, in a
neasure, in on the ground floor, Hence I was greatly ~nd favorably impressed by ny
observation in Portlond that the fans, by and 1large, are not going overboard for
dianetics, But they sre studying it and experimenting with it and criticizing it,
and the commonest attitude that I found was one of reservation of judgment. I think
that is the most impressive testimonial I've yet seen to the fundsmentel level-headed-
ness of -ur kind of people.

3 Whatever became of WWWVY, Harry?

LIGHT, 45: Gibson's quite right with his reinrks on the high temperatures encountered
in space and thut, even though the temperature be high, the amount of hest
energy in the extremely rarefied gss is su minute as to have negligible effect cn a
space ship, Radiation would be the big factor in hest transfer to or from a body in
space; conduction would be practicslly nil.

. Lamb, in his zttack on WONDER STORY
ANNU4L, expresses what ‘I tcke is disspproval of one ¢f ny favoritest sf stories,
namely, Pratt's "onslaught from Rigel". I want tc register a dissent. (Dissent of
me, wot?) I loved that tall, tall tzle when I first read it, eighteen yesrs back;
I've reread it several times since down through the years to 'nd including its resp-
pearance in WSA. I still love it, iaybe whet I 1loved nmost of nll back then wrs
Pratt's consumnate audacity in writing a story around such an utterly ridiculcus
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scientific premisetnnd mnking me like it, even back in those days when ny views ¢n
accurate science .in science fiction were no end iore strait-laced than they are nows
Scientifically, of course, the yorn's a fantasy, a prime exanple cf the suspen31on-of—

. disbelief idea. If you're looking for fiction-co~ted science then ycu're right in

dismissing "the story 2s rubbish, whlch--sc1ent1f1cally-—1t is, But as a story-—well

if the notion ‘of ‘one's wzking up in the morning to find himself alive 2nd kicking in
a body of metal’ 1sn't cntlclng tu the iurginetion, then what is?  Grant the inpossi-
bility, forget your science, -nd I think we have here s pretty entertaining develop-
ment of that basic idea. The characterizatiun isn't bad; the wmetal pecple are types,
rmaybe, but they're individucls, too. Zesty individuzls, their breeziness was over-
written, perhaps; yet of the dislcg in the stcry the flippancies of the dancer, userta
Lami, have somehcow stuck with me in menory for years. I liked the portraiture of the
Lassans--an old race, great with knowledge but inclined mnybe to rest ¢n the leaurels
of their past achiecvements. Lazy people, perhaps grwipy over the natural catastrophe
that had forced then tu flee their world, but nut really mnlevolent. They were Jjust
moving in on a plenet inhabited only by "lower animals". Grant thnat they'd likely
never in their history becen opposed by any race of sufficient intelligence to give
them a fight for their rcney and it's not at all illogical that they were so easily
thrown off balance znd defeated, despite their enomous advantege in science and
technology. The ending of the story, with its miraculous reconversion of the metal
peaple back to flesh and blood, I'll adinit was » bit hard to swallow, though. And,
incidentally, what I have lcng adiiired s2s a very neat trick is Pratt's subtle use of
the horror motif in that scene with the statue-like metal man, somehow still living
though congenled into rigid metal, immovable save for rolling, sightless, eyes of
nmetal. That, to ne, is r nost nightnorish notion and one of extreme shock value when
interjected into the levity of the tnle as a wholes

CONTOUR, 2: It's been so long since I read 2 pulp magazine other than sf that I'd
‘'not know whether or not I was being treated like a general pulp mag-
azine reader., I'm standing up pretty well, though, under the strain of being trested
like a sf magazine reader, I go «long nost of the way with you cn your rhtings of the
current output, dissenting merkedly only re the Stsnderd group which I still like con-
siderablyl. For myself, though, I wouldn't-care to select my reading by the magezine
it appears in. That'!s okey stntistically, maybe; you'll get better stuff in the long
run, obvicusly, by reading sSF ~nd rejecting PLANET. Nonetheless I've often read
soniething in one of the poorer mrgazines that I'd've h-ted to have missed. So I pre-
fer for that reason to keep track cf most of the current mrgazines »nd select my read-
ing fare therefrom by the simple process of browsing--much the same technique as the
editors use for sifting mss; I ncte title znd suthor, read the blurb for a laugh
(magazine blurbs are the most consistent siurces of unconscious humor I've ever en-
countered), and if still interested by then I skip-résad o little through the story.
Having done that I know pretty well whether or not I want to go back 2nd read the
whole story. I do restrict my buying tc scne extent; WEIRD TALES is out51ce ny field
of interest, and FaNTASTIC aDVENTURES I quit in disgust_yesrs agoc #nd h=ve never re-
turned to it, though it hes, I underst~nd, -improved of lo-tes I've not seen-much of.
the newer titles, pocketbcoks, ~ni such; they just don't hit the stands here. An
amusing example of this leotter blind spot . in ny sf experience happened at the
Norwescon where sonebody asked who authcred  "Colossus" and I said "Donald Wandrei'
and got a blank stare in return., It wasn't until I bought a run -of OTHER WORLDS st
the auction that I disccvered why. e
another thing: Isn't there somewhat of a tendency
now for the various prozines tc¢ limber.up on .editorial policies and publish a wider
variety of stories around their particular specinlties? I've that impression anc be-
lieve the increased catholicity mpy be due pertly to » dawning realization by the
publishers of thudblunder and juvenilia thst somewhst more adult materiel is alsc not

L I1952 still do.
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unsaleable, »and partly to a trend anong the better authors to shop around for better
rates in these inflationery times.

@ Well, ot least it wasn't spelled 'cavilry". . . .
And I suppose letters from ch:ructers like your mt, trail clinbing correspondent are
asmong the hazards of crlling the Washingcon a Disclcve,

BOBOLINGS, 1: You've the be~r by the tail now, chum!z. »* s « I“think® the 'rocket

reseorch fellowship you mention must be the Dsniel and Florence
Guggenheim Jet Propulsion Fellowships, which are still very much sctive, Ten of them
were awarded this> ye€2re o « « « o Wonder if thct "spouse-spice" gng goes sny farther
back than Christopher iorley?

SPACEWARP, 7, v: G. B. il, Laney's Industrinl Electricisan facet reminds me of the old
J. R. Willioms character we used to have in maintenance here at the
Algin Corporation. He could (o anything in the way of niotor wiring blindfolded but
would invariably do a bolix if called upon ‘to put in a wall switch for » light. - On
one of those og¢crsions we told him thet his switch for the 1lab, lights had caused the
disintegrator to start up. He believed it, (Yes, we really do use 2 "Jisintegrator"
in the plant; the 20th-century version, though, t=zkes a 70 HP motor ancd is » long
w2y in evolution from the handy ~nd portable gadget of Buck Rogers' day.)

SPACEWARP, 7, vi: 'In justlflcntlon of justification I'll paraphrese you, Fran: The/
average fznzine editor ought to type a dummy to work from. Unless¥
he's one of those individuals who c~n compose decently on the stencil he'll want to//
" make snd revise a draft of his own writings ~t least before committing them to the///
stencil, The way I go nbout it is to insert the usuﬂl Justlflcqtlon symbols as I go/
along with the initial.composition. Each gA¢¢

sheet of this, if it's not so execrable as/
AT A R R Ao LA kg i v B tebh e
K /ERTIRE] ]

ﬁfifiﬂ#ﬁ//#ﬁ ﬁfﬁféiZﬁfﬁﬁﬂ /IﬁﬁKﬁ/ﬂﬁ##i/ﬂﬁ/ﬂﬁixl/ﬂﬁﬁﬁ/ﬂ##/ﬁxi..ﬁﬁ/ﬁﬁfdfﬁfﬂiﬁ
Aﬂféi AL /AN AL L Part-page revisions

are mz2de by crossing out the offendlng lines, typing the revised versions on separate
shests and cllpplng them to the original. Since these usunlly change the number of//
lines to the original sheet, narginsl notztions are used to imdicnte where the text//
PELIAS/ PAA/ERdE I/ LA

" goes from one page to the next. The result looks messy #s hell but has 211 the in-//
form=tion needec to type the justified page on the stencil with o minimal shedding of
obliterine, I know nothing =bout.Ditto mgstersets, Lut as far as mimeo 'goes I'2 say/
that the stencil is definitely not the plsce to do one's revising; it's rough on the/

stencil, » strain on the eyes, ~n" tine-consuming., 4as for {Kﬁ/jﬂ#ﬂiiZ¢%ﬂi¢¢[/¢¢11/¢t
justification, well of////
¢¢ﬂfﬁﬁ/lﬂ/ﬂ/¥¢¢7ﬁ¢¢éﬁﬁ¥ff/¥¢

course it's merely an embellishment which con be omitted if you wish, but if ‘you zre/
going to make a dummy anyway the justification can be incorporated with very little//
extra labor, '
As an example (horrible, no”) I have reproduced the preceding puragraph
exactly as it occurs in the dumny, See whot I mean?
] This is heresy, I suppose, but
I can't recall any work by Rotsler which would renk him 2s more than a competent car-
toonist. Some of Stibbard's work is rather interesting, though I doubt if he hes
much to offer to the fantasy field. Watson was rather good when he was around; I

2% Those who may be annoyed by the obscurity of this out-of-date remsrk haove my
understanding sympathy. I don't know now what it means, either.

3o .. 71900
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hope his t-lents are of volue to him in selling nutomobiles, or whatever he's doiny
these days. Hunt was very good; i5 he still around? and all the rest are dooillers,
and Finlay, too, doddles? iell, maybe -- depends on whst you call doodling. Finlay
does an illustration an”d lo=ds 1t ‘up with gingerbread. Some of the gingerbrend may
be relevant to the meaning of the drawing, some nay not be, I'd level the doodling
.accusation only at the latter. In other symbols, doodling = meoningless detail. In
this respect I'd agree that Grossman znd Kroll dopdle, Rotsler and Stibbard <o not.
_The G, & K, bubble baths are pretty, bezutifully drafted, and look like a hell cof a
lot of work went into them, They're cloying confections, I think, mainly Lecause of
a failure to be evocative. I don't mean they should have o definite neaning tut
rather than they should be capatle of evoking definite idens or associstions in the
mind of ‘the observer, A sparsc style is better for that sort of thing; with a great
wealth of detail the trouble is that the association evcked by one Jeteil is increas-
ingly likely to be upset by some other detail, But ~s with Finley, the gingerbread
is quite proper in its proper place, which 1is ss definite detail in an illustration
of a definitely associable scene, I hope all you good people know what I'm talking
about here,

The various Kennedy memoirs ought to be pulled together into a single
article, ala Laney.

", ,.the same sort of half-witted !'fad' as Genersnl Semantics de-

generated into." Do you really mean precisely whot yvou said there, Redd, or is it
merely an innccuracy of expressicn?  If you believe that G. S, is today no more than
a half-witted fad, I'd very much like to know whnt evidence you have for that cpinion.
I'm getting plenty fed up with this recent tendency to identify, subtly and otherwise,
3 worthwhile and completely respectable schcol of thought with crackpotism, Laney!'s
sniping I don't take seriously as it's obvious tcmahawk-grinding, just as his kidding
about Raym Washington's youth was really aimed not at Raym but at Degler. I am
gravelled, though, by unthinking parrotings of this Towneresque humor in the guise cof
sober truth. Even nilty, in his defense ¢f G. S,, surprised me by differentiating
between:G., S, as a logical-pusitivist philuvsophy znd 2 lunatic-fringe "mind training"
version of G, S, The latter nmay exist, but I've never heard of it, Have you? At
least nothing of that sort ever: sees prlnt in EIC, cr even in QUOTE,, which latter
carries reports on lucal group activities anc occnsionzlly may get just a wee mite
starry-eyed with e¢nthusiesm. There may be, possibly, pseudi-senantic cults which are
passing themselves off 2s A; if so ‘I'd 1like nothing better than tc have any such
frauds exposed., However I'll demand better evidence than the writings cf a fourteen-
year-old boy or some apocryphal Ashley pontifications or Van Vogtean fantasy repre-
sented as serious 4 fornmulations,
P . For example, the "corticu-thalamic pause' has been
the butt of some amusing jokes, but do you know thot there is no reference tc it in
Science and Sanity? Even though Korzybski 1leaned rather heavily on the notion of
Henri Pieron that neural currents psssed from sense receptor up to the thazlamus and
from there to:the "higher,levcl" of. the cortex, he repeatedly stressed the point that
this idea was .still hypotheticel and ouversinmplified and hs such wasn't to-bc tzken as
a picture of the actual physical prccess, zlthough there were suff1c1ent 51nlldr1t1es
in structure to make the formulstion a provisicnzlly good worklng hypothesis,  In this
connection it is interesting to find' 'that the neurosurgecn, Russell .ileyers, in 3
paper entitled "The Fiction of the Thalamus as the Neursl Center of Emotjons" (ETC.; -
7, ii), has now realized these forebidings by rather completely cemolishipg as struc-
turally false the old formulntion of Pieron and Korzybski of the thalamus and cortex
as the respective seats of emotional £nd logical neural processes. The present evid-
ence indicates s far more complicated situntion for the uescrlptlod of which the old
notion of thalsmic, corticol, etc., "levels" of neural sctivity is quite inadequate
and hence is now being superseded by a modern, cybernetic, forulation, stressing the
idea of "reverberating (i.e., feedback) circuits",

' : Forgive me for the lecture, Redd,
'twarn't altogether aimed nt you, anyway, That explosion's been gathering fcr a yesr
or more and it just happened thst you were wandering about the target ranece when it
let go.
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What was it about G. Peyton Wertenbaker that was news to hckv°h I've long
been mildly curious about that author who made a few rather 1nfrequent appearances in
AMAZING 'way back in the twenties, I hope Forry's interest in Wertenbaker is a pro-
fessicnal one, as two cr three of the Wertenb~ker stories were extremely gocd snd
rate anthologizing. I'd once thought of e¢alling him to Groff Conklin's attention,
but as usual I never did get the letter written, I'm delighted to find, thcugh, thst
Wertenbaker's excellent "The Ship that Turned Aside" has been included in a recent
Conklin vclune,

I read Pilgrim's Progress at a very early age and enjoy ed it im-
nensely as a bang-up adventure story; I was toc young to be bothered by its being a
religicus allegcry.
' Howard Davison isn't by chance related to Charles Aviscn, Fran?

Watkins' mgntion of the meteors in Rocketship X-iI as being "abcut the size of
basketballs" interested me as an eéxample cf how widely such estimates differ. To ne
they looked about: the size of a house, regular planetoidlets with sunlit and dark
sides, It was a terrifically impressive scene, I thought, and very well done despite
those swooshing noises. I don't sece the cbjecticn to having all the metecrs coming
frem the same point in space: They should; a meteor swarm moves in » Cefinite orbit
and the individual rocks of the swarm would therefore all be going in the same direc-
tion, Less likely is the relatively slow speed with which they c~me up on the ship,
though that may be taken to indic- te that the ship was traveling in the same direct-
ion as the meteors and at a slightly different speed, By the way, does znyone re-
call whether the characters called them ‘metecrs" ur ''metecrites"?.

: While I agree ss
to the forgiveability of technical uerellctlons comnitted in the name of ecounomy or
as a3 concession to an audience not primnrily interested in techniczlities, 1I'd point
out that the film still had plenty of bcners whose eliminntion would've cost no more
than @ small amount of ndditiosn~l resenrch- or technic-l ‘advice on rocketry. The one
that smused me the most wns the lecture (with dingrams cribbed from Oberth) cn the
step-rocket which culminsted in the. dendprn nssertion that the bcttom step was not to
‘be cut loose until escape velocity was =ttnined. and of course the phoney instrument-
ation wherein the rocket's enormous velocity in outer space was indicnted on a huge
dial marked ' "air speed", Incidentnlly, I think that the audience at the shcwing I
attended must've all been null-A nen: At. the point where une ¢f the actors said, in
an awe-filled voice, "Infinite velocityl" everyone in the theater hawhawed loudly.

While the feults of Rocketshlg X-M are commendebly nbsent frcom Destination
doon the latter is not altogether without blemish. For 2ll the labor expended upon
trylng to achieve a rezlistic depictiun of the starry vault of space, the result is
hopelessly artificial-looking. That couldn't be helped; it's a tcugh problem and the
attempt at its solution was ingenious, & good try if not a successful one, Not so
‘excuseable, I thought, were some of the scenes wherein snimation was used to show the
space-suited figures crawling cver the rocket hull, Considering George Pal's reputa-
tion 3s 2 pioneer in the use of aninntion 1 was surprised that these scenes were so
crudely done, The jerky animation seemed of a level more approprinte to ijonsters of
the ioon than to Destination iivon. g

MAG WITHOUT A NaifE, summer 1950: That Gallet opus turned out to be rather interest-

~ ing, =after all, Ttfd've been the better for a
little editing, though. What may be regarded as addenda to it are a ccuple of rather
fanciful astronomical articles ty C. P, iiason which were published in LECHANICS AND
HANDICRAFT for Nev., 1935,:dan. 1936, Feb. 1936, The first of these,entitled: "Rembling
Through the Solar System" - alluded  tc Voltaire's several—nlles-tﬁll Micromegas and

Lo I1952'd still 1like to know,
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took off from there to postulate s Licromegas capeble of striding throuch space at
the speec of light, On that scale-up of the normal walking speecd of four miles per
hour uicromegas would be 180,000 miles hifh, The article proceeded to describe the
solor system in terms correspondlng to Misromegas! scsle of sensotions. In the second
piece, "A Short Jount' among the Sters", .ason pointed out that the iiicromegas of the
preceding article,while quite at home Within the solar system, would bte far too smnll
to extend his travels even to the nesrer stars. So he imogines =n even huger being,
one Hypercosmes, who stands 60 000,000 mlles hl *h' and who by running a2t 1000 times
the speed of light for hours on end mrnares to get a look at some of the nearer stars,

SPACESHIP, 9: .is somewhat reminescent of the fanzines of -the l937>l9AO era.
SKYLARK, 8: 1is, too.

THE TALISMAN, 1, ii: The "missing scientist's crughter" is, one may presume, closely
related to the ‘'pretty scientist's daughter" of "Golden Road"
fame? ; '

Phil Rasch is good, solid, objective, with his "Comments on Cycles", which is
an excellent, if once over lightly, survey of the cyclic tribe of whitherers., we, I'm
not so ob1ect1ve, I fear, as I've lony “een subject to vague, but uncomfortably gnaw-
ing, suspicions  with respect to the worth of political/sociological arguments when-
ever cyclic theories are trotted out s clinchers. There's a severe tendency there,
I feel, to indulge in = sort of cycle worship, to imbue a possibly quite justified
pragmrtic formulsation of o cyclic trend with sz definitely mystical connototion of
fated inevitebility. ' ;

As for the long-term cyclic theorists, Spengler included, I question if they give
weight, if indeed they recognize it ~t 2ll, to the effect of long-term linear trends.
Of these, the technology on which De Camp pins our hopes is only one and thus far
comparatively short-term at that. a4 longer-termed trend end one which I'm inclined to
think may be of the greatest importance is the increase in humen population, While
technology is now so well developed as to exert a great deal of influence toward
furthering this trend (Granted, too, that technology in the militsry field could elso
reverse it.), the increase in the number of people has been foing on steadily all
along during the ages before technology became cruciclly important. It appears that
primitive man was a rather rare 2nimal who probably stayed that wey until he invented
agriculture5. From then on his numbers have increzsed, If this trend hasn't severely
perturbed Spenglerian or other cycles in the past it may be because it is only very
recently thet the increase and.the rate of increase have reached the point where a
saturation density of populetion may be foreseen generally and, relative to techno-
logical application, nlready have been meached in certain regions, Too, with more men
in the world we have more men with new ideas and more demand for those ideas and as a
result a burgeoning of technology thot already has accelerated to an exp1031ve rate
(NB Gardner's "The Hesearch Age" in Efty-18). - : s Daach

The 1nfluence of technolopy, too, ex-
tends beyond the mere effect of its gadgetry. It has a concomitant in philosophy.
Here, I think, the important thing is the development: of rigor, Rigor, .in its modern
sense, is practically a product of the past h<lf century. Even in its home ground of
mathematics it goes back only a2 century more. Before that the notion wasg only vague-
ly formulated and at thot was more professed .than practiced. among the modern thought
trends which are rooted in the rigor concept we may mention for the field of philouso-
phy, logical positivism, methematical logic, ~ni genersl semantics. In biology, math-
ematical biophysics is exerting » riporizing effect on the whole science, In psych-
ology, biodynamics seems a likely candidate to supersede Freudian and other ‘anirmistic
schools of thought. Even in religion--of all fieldsi--there's a tendency-now to look

5. Itself a technology, to. be sure.
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for guidance more to semantics than to theology, And in sociology/politics —- well,

I'd like to see some comments on thot. I'm not well up on it, but would imzgine that

the most rigorous schools must be those which trace their pedigree back to Pareto,
Information, plense, someonel

. The nub of the matter is, though, that these develop-
ments are all very recent, And“when we consider the extent to which they've spread
throughout the most diverse branches of human endeavor-in-‘this short time, the only
words which seem properly to express their influence on our culture sre "unigue" and
"revolutionary". In this milieu 'and at the present time my inclination is to place
no chips at all on cyclic-based whitherings. b

- _ As for this being the day in which the
power-minded individual can become politicnlly creative, isn't this more or less the
case at nearly any point in history? about the only real exception would seem to lie
in tribal or feudal societies wherein the politicnl structure is so disgregate that
no one boss c¢an accuire and hold a sufficiently large area of allepiance to exert
much influence on the society as n Wholes But even there it's the individual who
determines the action of o group. 4t a later stage of political integration the in-
dividual has the oprortunity of influencing history to a pronounced extent even
though he canmot become a Caesar, Consider Henry VIII, Cromwell, Peter the Great:
Again it's the individual who determines what's to be, .

. It's true that now, - in this
century, we've reached a point where the politically energetic individual does, in-
deed, stand o chance of making himsclf a Cnesar of 2 sort. But the linear trends in
history have been at' work all this time and now they're working overtime. Consequent-
ly Ceesarism in this cycle is something rather profoundly different from any previous
Ceesarism, so grestly different, in fact, that it's to be wondered if it's still use-
ful to think in terms of fitting it into the Spenglerian pattern. Thus in the past
Caesars have arisen as an outcome of the integrztion of interconnected groups into a
"universal state" which, hcwever, was "universsl" only in that it included 51l groups
with which it had consistent means of contact. - It existed as such by virtue of -that
limitation ‘and crumbled when overextension outstretched its means of liasiun snd/or
brought it into contact with formidable competitive cultures outside its sphere of
influence. For a twentieth-century Caesar to make a go of it, though, he'd have to
be the boss of & truly universal state, technology having quite cCestroyed the condi-
tion of isolation under which previous Caesarcoms existed,

...I.....'......"..I_...........the phl‘ontistery

"There may, on the other hand, be 2 revolt apainst the established cultursl voc-
abulary that is by no means schizophrenic., Indeed a part and parcel of adolescence--
at least, 'Americon ndolescence--is an alnost ‘stereotyped revolt against the beliefs,
attitudes, and cultural behavior of the adults, Since this revolt has itself a cult-
ural vocabulary of its own in terms of which its youthful members express themselves
with an almost servile deference, it can scarcely be viewed as schizophrenic, Event-
ually they 'settle down'! into a middle-aged conformity to the cultural pattern which
may even have been somewhat enriched st its periphery by the terms of the then anti-
gusted revolt. Some few revolutionaries may continue with the antiquoted revolt voc-
abulary; and smusing it is to see these perennial revolters agein, when one revisits
one's youthful haunts and sits in the c:ndlelight .at the familiur and carefully wine-
steined table oupposite an old hebitue who is still 'in revclt,! as each pair of eyes
asks the other the unuttered question, 'Which of us is crazy?'n
-- Georce Kingsley Zipf
- 73 - : '



