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You might, said the sage, compare the love life of a man wi
the busineses or profession of racing horses. The racing man has what
is known in his and other fields as & string. He loves the business
of racing. Ewven though racing horses should not strain or be forced
to violent effort, he races all he can, compatible with his abilitles
in that line. And naturally, Nature has endowed some men with tle abi-
1ity to maintain bigger and better stringe than their neighbars. Tie
racing man, then, loves the Game. To him it is the Prime Subject.

His

string is usually divided into four classes, though we will discuss a
hypothetical fifth olass later on. First of all, he has a few platers.
They are called variously, olaiming horses, clailmers, skates. The
term "mount" is used almost exclusively by jockeys when they speak of
the horses they ride, but yqu might expect to see the term used indie-
criminately here. Theae platers are cheap horses, oftentimes mere
spavined hacks. The sportsman picks them up out of the claiming races,
where any qual ified person may buy or ngleim" a horse that 1s rum.
They are a sort of pickup. Casuals. They do not cost much. He has
1.0 great attachment for then. More often they axe just fill-ins be-
tween the bigger events of his life. He may run them a few times in
some of the numerpus opportunities he has to choose from, and even-
tually loses them to somebody else via the claiming route. He expects
to, in fact, and often hopes %o. He is not particularly interested in
t.em as individuale--top many just like them, no better or worse. Somst
times, though, these cheaper items not only pay their own way butl help
support his better class stuff.

He also has a few mounts of a somewhast
higher grade. He does not risk these in the open market, viz., the
claining races. He watches them more clésely, since they usually have
more class than the general run of atuff and might easily develope in-
to something better. They generdly have been better bred or have by
their own efforts raised themselves to the higher bracket. They are
not run as often as the cheaper stuff, and their effortes can gei.erally
be depended upon to be better. Their style and technique is far aoove
average.

s The stake horse is the third classification. Generally tie
small operator will have only oné or two of these. These are the o.es
that he goes all out for. The other ones are just buildups for these.
If financial reversesg force him to give up part of his string, he will
usually attempt to hang onto these horses, giving them up only &as a :
last resort. If he has something really c¢hoice, he is constantly fend-
ing off prospective buyers, who often eye his mount with greedy eyes
ind sometimes cause him no end of worry, since he feels tha} in a weak
moment he might possibly part with this choice stuff. 0ddly enough,
for all his care and expense, he often gets little or no money out of
the stake horses. It coste more to enter them in races, and, compara-
tively speaking, they often do not make as much as the cheaper stuff.
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Tut he thinks they are better and can seldom be convinced otherwise,
¢ven when poor performances should tell him the truth.

The fourth
classification takes in the younger stuff--the stuff that is often too
young to race or, being old enough, is being held in reserve for spée-
cial reasons because the owners think it is capable of better things.
He may own these himself and spend a lot of time grooming them and ob-
serving them, yet never throw a professional leg over them when the
chips are down. Not until they are ripe. The time must be right or
he will not bring them out. Sometimes he keeps them under wraps and
dreams roseate dreams of what they will do when he eventually brings
them out and runs them. Moset of the time they do not deliver, but he
is human and so he dreams about it. :

. So, it follows then, said tlie sage.
that every man should have & string. And most of us do, even if only
mentally. The day-dreamed strings are always of exceptionally high
caliber, containing fillies in the lineup that would ordinarjly never
be found in any one string. But we should all have our s¥rings. Good,
strong, headily resilient flesh. A warning here, though. Do not be-
come to00 attached to any of these mounts, no matter how well they ride
for you at first, or how promising they may eseem. Anything can happen,
and usually does, in this mad businees. At firet they seem to bring
great rewards for your outlay, and have cute little mannerisms that
endear them to your heart. Be callous to their blandishments, since
to grow too fond of your mounts is not.good for business. You are
likely to squander your portion on them should they later take a turn
for the worse. :

E And if that gshould happen, it 1s quite possible that
in holding onto this seemingly choioce item, you will lose, gradually,

riece by piece, the rest of your string, and eventually lose your
choice item and be left without a mount. For a time things will be
desolate indeed, and you will probably not even care to rush after
a.,other string, though the makinge lie in great plenty around and about
YOt . : :
Now we speak of the fifth class. Here the analogy is not per-
fect. Here is proof that the horse-racing business is run more sensi-
oly than life. Imagine,.if you can, the racing commission giving a
man a mount--at his request, mind you--and forcing him to enter it on-
ly, mounting but the one filly for the rest of his or its life. He

is forced, brutally and without thought of deprivation, to forsake all
others. In other wfrds, he is not permitted to have a string. He
must pin all his hopes on this one horse, which he thinks at first is

a stake horse. He enters into a contract to keep this horse, feed it,
care for it, placate it. For this he thinks he is entitled to certain
considerations, which is why he signed the contract. But! These very
pame censideratione are not specifically mentioned in this ambiguous
and misleading document. He only imagines, fondly, that he will re-

- geive these considerations, and he later learns to his bitter sorrow
‘that the mount itself is seldom in a mood to do other than abide by
the written letter of this heinous contract. The mount moreover, by
contractual right, can refuse té6 allow him to acauire other mounts,
though the mouht itself does not allow itself to be ridden wore than
once a week, and often much less, And literally mnever, after the sign-
__ing of the contract, does this mount run other than a half-hearted and
"uninepiring race. Why, any green and untried filly out in the paddock
- .gan do much better. So the poor man, who loves his racing more than

“ anything, and considers it to be his prime subject, finds himself re-

““gtricted and bound in and pent up until he feels veritably imprisoned

in a S gEatE wn making.
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COMMENTS ON THE SPRING MAILING

INSPIRATION. The review of stfzines was Very interesting, and shoud
prove of consilderable usefulness to those of us who
have not read all their back issue zines....The interesting discusse-
jon of traffic control and cilty redesigning would be much wOIe valid
if it nad been better designed to fit in with present-day cars and
highways. Electronically controlled automobiles are Very well,..but
what apout the millions of cars on the road today, none of which are
so controiledt? Are their owners to be compelled by law to have them
adapted to fit the new system? Are they to be scrapped arbitrarily?
Certainly an electronically controlled highway network wiLl-fald fax
short of its aim if it is used by vehicles not so designed. It 1is
all vary well to bring in these new devices, but at the samd time it
must be rein.embered that many very commonplace automobile improvements
are not shared by all cars on the road. For example, although the
first four—wheel brakes appeared in 1933 or 1934, there arc many CalS
still in daily use which have only %he two—wheel brakes. I saw two
today, a model T vegetable truck and a Dodge touring of about 1933
vintage. Safety glass has been available for twenty years oOr mnore,
and has boun standard edquipment on many ocars since 1928, y:t many
cars are still in servicc which do not vvin have safety windshields,
1ot alonu side—windows. I belicve that is enough to demonstraté that
radical modifications of thc motor car will take a long, long time to
become pniversally adopted. And then therc is the mattur of highwaye
Lynn talks about roadside controls. All very well, but consider the
thousands and thousands of milcs of presentday highways which are
definitecly obsolete and inferior cven according to the standards of
1940. Three-lane highways have been condemned as death-traps for
well over a decade, yet there are still plenty of them. I drove
several hundred miles over guch roads in my 1943 trip from northern
Idaho to Los Angeles, to say nothing of an even greater distance
over obsolete two lane highways, with turns banked for 235 or 30 milee
an hour instead of the 50 plus at which e¥en my antiquated Willys
+as rattling along. And I know of several major and geri-major ar-
terials which still bear thelr antigquated black-top paving, and are
1iberally sprinkled with signs rsading: w8l ippery when Wot or Frosty"
....The point I'm trying to makc is that while it is all vory well to
build up pipe-drcams of onc kind and andther, 1t seems that & morc
practical, though oertainly &as interseting, discusseilon could boc built
up if we took greatur cffortes to coordinate with things as thoiy are
today, and try to trace a gradual cvolution, rather than outline some
arbitrary system of fifyrol- & hundred years in the future....Robot
ad was lovely.

——=00000~—=
FANTASY AMATEUR. I voted Ye¢8 on both those Questions. Did you? Of
courss it is of acadcmic intcrest only, but I was
struck by the slipshcd recasoning of somc of our members who sewm to
think an augmented memburehip is the solution to our financial woes,
rather than an incrcased dues. If mailings avirage 35¢ each, there
ip auto..atically a 40¢ psr membor per year deficit on postag- alone.
Just wew can it solve this situation to enroll further nembors at
the old rate?

——-00000-——
FAN-DANGO. That was the 1ast of the pink issuvs, I hope. I made a
lovely boner when I said Bessis and Bennie would not be
of interest on the same side, forgetting about OK 8946 and 8949 .
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: i TEUR, Sinatra croseed with Bing, eh? That isn't fantastic, my
_ friend; that's Perry Como. ... I am rather strongly in-
"slined to doubt if maintendnec and repair can legitimately be consi~
dered as disagreeable jobs, even though in mary eases they are "dan-
perous or arduous'.” Danger per se will certainly never -keep a job
from being filled. Some of the jobe in the woods, for example;-such
as topping trecs, give me- the heebie-jecbies even whon I think of
thern in the oconfines of my armchair. I wouldn't tackle that kind of
job for all the moncy in ¥he world. Yet I pave be.n oasually acduain-
ted with scveral men who do that kind of thing professionally; not on-
1y are they unbothered by thc dangers, but they actually o d S Lo C—
gard themeelves as a gort of guild, an aristocracy among lunb.-rjacks.
Since ne care to work in the game- shop whcre I am employed, 1 have
discovered .that Burbee 1is scared of the aaws, I'm a timid 1ittle
feller myself, but I'd just as soon Baw plastiocs a8 perforn any other
operations on them——don't even consider the saws to- be espcoially
dangcrous if oné keeps his witse sbout him, And so it gocs. Mot only
is thv job oné nan regards as dangeIous tzme stuff for somions €18G,
but thesre is no job 80 dangcrous but what soweone will willingly un-
dertake it. = B
And I rather doubt if arduous is an apt description of
the av.rageé malnenance job. It is true enough that the ‘maintonanos
nan periodically has to work unusually long hours doin SO oty -~
usually dicficult, but it must be vemembercd that he 160 spends much
of his tinc in pretty ruch of a standby status, puttering around
with an oilcan or grcasegun. In wmost ocascs, it averages up prctty
woll, It must also be renembered that many men definitcly cenjoy
tinkering around with maohinery and cquipment, :nd in many cascs de-
rive sufficient pleasure therefrom to go a long way towards nullify-
ing any hard work which might be involved. i i
“ i Py ' ' I am inclined to think,
on- the basis of the specific suggestions I already made, that very
few jobs I didn't actually name but could either be shown %o be -

pleasant cnough to someone to warrant their retention in’ my -utopia
("11) or clse could be eliminated. And though Don mentions wmoving
heavy objests by hand as being "simple®, a Tittle thought will show
that the elimination in one wey or another of manual weight 1ifting
will also eliminate the arduousness from most spdustrial jobs. For
instance, if the machinist has the proper lifting equipm=nt he'd as
soon fit his lathe with a a4n chuck as an 8" one. :
: ' One very unpléa—
pant thing I did neglect to consider was heat, and I suspe ot that
it way be one of the Kknotticst problems of all to solve. While the
less exact applications of heat, such as pmelting or brick-baking oI
industrial "cooking" could very likely be taken ocare of through a
mixture of remote controls such as I suggested for mining, and ailr-
conditioning coupled with protective suits; it  is diffiocult for me
to see how many'operations——such as plastics moulding or forging
or welding or heat treating-—ean be adequately performed without the
presence of rne or more skilled workmen. Qan any of you gentleman
suggest sultable techniques?

~——00000—-- :
1LIGHT., Is thore roon in the Society of Pollyannas wnd Optimiste for
an old pessimist? I'm going on, Jjust as though thines were
not going t6 be blown 211 to hell in another decade or so .t most—
perhaps o 1ittle noTrs intensively thuan I would if I figured on &
1ifetime's norm d gpan——but an moat certuinly not giving anything
wway and preparing for The End. -I'm going to get my moncy's worth

out of what time I havc 1cft, even if an ctomic bomb does intvrrupt
no
(] y bt 4 o o




~_IKX's FoRii IE TTER, Is this "explaination" truly voffical"? Any

=7 . 'aﬁtempt to say what shall and what shall no? oe
creditted againet activity reduirements oan iead only to a soryry .aess
Let's not get ourselvua into one.

——00000———
FANORAMA. The "blackest little bitch in these thar hills® is not
named "Fewmets". While no official spelling of the name

exists, it may be tentatively set forth ae Fumous, with the accent

on the firet syllable. The name was given her by Quiggie, and, so fa
a8 I oan ascertain, represents the quintessence of a thres-year-old's
impressions of a blaok cocker. The name fite Flame's personal ity so
well tnat we all call her that now. She ecven answers to it. For
the bencfit of anyone who may still be reading this, Black Flame is
Ashley's pooch, who lives with the Lancys due to Ashley's unconverted
landloid.) z

~--00000—-—-
AD INTERIM. Bure, let's all Dunk tho fellow.
~=-—-00000—--
GLOM. Oxnard forecvur!
———00000~—-

SUSTAINING PROGRAM, When I compared Everctt to the barfly, I wase ré-

forring cntirely to religious diatribos, rather
than oojecting to autoanalyscs and other sclf-revelations. For some
reason, I fecl a mixturc of smbarrasn.nt and disgust whon somoone
starts bluating about god and how nc is saved. Religion, so far as
I'm concwrned, is not a subject fitted for polite conversations. L
suppose that t.is reveals gomething wrong with me, but that's the
way I feel about it anyway.

Quite frankly, 1 approve in the main of
self-revelations. For one thing, the mere marshalling of the facts
and fancies into coherent enough form to express often helps one to
resolve or at least alleviate some problem. Even more important, the
nore we &ll know about each other, the better we probably will o],
able to get along.” [A% leaat, we.will know enough not to rub acid
into ewch other's sorec spots, unless for the sheer joy of kicking up
a rumpus.

I'11 take a raincheck on your education cssay.

I wonder
how many members dug that second interlincvation on page 167 - Talkle
about a nice, sly, subtle crack !

I think Daugherty has a most lovely
coiffurc, but I must ptill politely decline his invitation to the
strip toase.

—-—--00000—-—-
A TALE OF THE EVANS. I wasn't awarc that I was going around making
. e so muoch noise about the fact that I do IOT be-
1i.ve. I hav- perb.ps ment ionzd the fact obscurely a timc ol BSO.

doubt if Evorett will ever be offered anything oomparable 1o his 1lifc
philosophy and rcligious bcliefs. For somconc interuated in a neatly
blendzd mixture of fact cvasion, self-justification, and 28 capism——
not unmixed with a certain amount of glory-sscking ¢xhivitionism—-
Everctt most certainly has a firast olass offecring. The eni.f point
to the criticisms is simply that many of us cvither do not reduire
such p.reonality props, Or else prefer to attain similar conds with
a bit more subtlety. Also, it must not be forgotten that any maga-
zinc submitted to FAPA is gubject to discussion and criticisnm which
ig not always aimed at soothing the ego of ths person at whom it 1is
aircd. Ask me somctime; I've had my sharce of brickbats !
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T LEBINDER, .In referenee to Everett's remarke on giving present:z and
then not getting the sort of respdnse he wants, wasn't it
Denjamin Franklin who pointed out that the real way to get a response
out of someone was to make hipg do the giving? At least I have found
tiiat it works beautifully, 1if I'm %rying to get set with someone, o
make that person render services for me which he or she can easily
feel could not be rendered by anyone else. The warm glow of righteous
egoboo arising usually makes the character feel quite kindly towards

ne——and of course I'm not proud; I don't mind someone's going to a
good deal of trouble for mé. Only trouble is, such a procedure knocks

me out of my ego-boo. Ho hum.

~--00000---
READER AND COLLECTOR. Robert Butman did not live up to his promising
start. BSome points taken out of III-6: )p.13Y
Butman certainly does not understand the fan field well enough even to
mention it. His discussion of the field ranges from half-truths to
glaring errors, with a majority of the latter. (p.gl) Butman sounds
as though he thought the UAPA, a wholly mundane aj group, was not enly
HPL's personal club but was a major influence on the develppement of
fantasy in America. Later on the same page, Butman speaks of Machen
and Biercec almost as though they were followers of HPL, rather than
the reverse. (p.33) This is a very minor point, but onc should rea-
sonably cxpeot an author of a scrious piece of soholarship to kuep his
sourc.s straight. My glossary did not appear in The Outsider.

Thra
this entire chapter, Butman writes as though H. P. Lovecraft were the
influcnoc on modern American fantasy, and this he assuredly was not.
If one examines the field of fantasy impartially, he is forccd to the
conclusion that H. P. Lovecraft was both a slight and a fleeting in-
fluence. If he was other than a slight influence, why is it that, out-
gide of stories wri:ten by his own most intimate friends, there exist
gcarcely any stories which ocan possibly be called Lovec¢raftian? If
his influence was other than fleeting, how does Butman account for the
fact that the new Loveoraftian story is today a definite rarity? And
how does he account for the further faoct that another equally slight
and fleeting influence (Unknown) has.arisen, flourished, ~nd declined
gince Lovecraft's death? If Loveoraft were the influence Butman ima-
gines him to be, half or more of the fantasy today would bear definite
markze of having been influenced by him. Does it?

Finding Butman pa-
tently in error oconcerning matters which I am in & position to wverify
makes 1t extremely difficult for me to give the recst of his ¢ssay any
serious consideration. If he is wrong in these things, I think, how
dan I expect him te be right on these other matters?

——00000——

HORIZONS., For an educated man, old Hard Luck Gardner shows less appre-

ciation, or indeed, knowledge, of literature and literate
fiction as contrasted against the cheap slop of the pulp maguzines
than anyone else in FAPA. '"Now it is an ascertainable fact, ™ he says,
"th..t hook fiction is usually utopian, soelological, and often of a
lower grude than the fiction published by the best magazines." Do
such bibliophiles as Koenig, Liebscher, Searles subsoribe to that
statement? And his statement about naming the tdp 30 stories! Cer-
tainly if onc has oconfined his reading to the cheap magazines, his
1ist of favorite stories will refleot this fact, but the more discern-
ing f.ntasy reader, who has given the hard-cover side of our field a
reasonidle perusal is not apt to give much tolerance to the pulps.
A coupl: of stories out of ASF, a couple more out of UNK, and perh.ps
somzthing by HPL or CAS—-apart from that, they'll be ncming book stuff
among thcir favorites. 5



40217048 (gont) But what of-FFMT I myself consider that the magazine

. ee———

& is far below what it should be, but a moment's analy-
8ils shows that most of its faults are those inherent in all pulp maga-
zines. Realism, particularly as related to the mores, just isn't per-
sitted in the magazine field. The wellnigh Victorian outlook on 1life,
the prudishness, the unconvincing motivation, the mawkish charaoters,
and all the other flaws of the old three-deoker novels of a century
&30 ar3 preserved today more than anywhere else in the ficld of perio-
d;cal fiotion. FFM is no better in this respect than any other maga-
zine, and as a result is unable to consider most of the truly outstand-
ing pieces of book fantasy, or is forced to resort to drastio revision
of the stories. Another point that should not be overlooked is the
faot that these magazines are, on the whole, catering to an immeture
if not moronic audience. A study of the advertising oontainsd in them
can lecad to no other conclusion, for if these advertisements wore not
patronis:d they would not continue to be inserted issue aftcr issue.

I havs heard the statement made that these ads are placed in an entire
chain of pulps irrespective of title, and that consequently stf maga-
zines must not be judged by them, Perhaps so, but I have also noticed
the way they are keyed, so that the advertiser not only knows what
chain of pulps, but what title, is pulling in his returns.
I have no
quarrel with Hard Luck Gardner, who evidently enjoys his pulp stf. I
like the stuff myeelf. My only ocomplaint is that he should not blind
himself to the faot that 99% of this stuff ia sheerly trash, no matter
how much pleasure he or I or anyone elee may derive from ol A
—=00000-~—-
L'INCORNU. I'm not looking for any sepie strange stuff, e i st
thought that blues verse off a classic Armstrong record
would be amusing to put on the cover of a Speer-inspired magazine.
——-00000~~~
EN GARDE, 1In casé anyone was wondering, I'm a graduate of the Uriver-
sity of Idaho.
-=-00000=—
Tell, that's about it. -I don't see too much point in making comments
:ust for the sake of making comments. If I have something to say, 1
siost certainly will say 1t (and indeed will often hold forth at great
longth when I have nothing whatever to say) but if I feel blank.ibout
% certain item why should I underline this fact by giving the boy a
paragraph. :

I am sorry, though, not to have any jazz discussions in
hnere for Chan Davis. Somehow, I gucss that I'd rather listen to the
stuff than write about it, despite all my threats a while back about
an all-jazz Fan-Dango. I think that perhaps the best solution would
be for Chan to pay me a visit sometime, and let my phonograph talk

instead of ne.
***##**#***********###**t***t**##*******#************t****************

CAMPAIGN PROPAGANDA.

In the last mailing, I demonstrated the shooking
hypnotic control which Ashley sometimes has over me by speaking of
rinning for the secretary-treasurer's office. I wish I hadn't, but
dammit, my name's on the ballot, I guess, and having more or less ;&
given my word, I suppose I'm gtuck. But I will takec it as a supremé
favor if you'll all vote for somoone €lse. If there is no othecr can-
didate, I suggest you might write-in Gpeer or some other wheelhorse

with an overdeveloped sense of duty.
The fact is, since making this

rash statement, so that Ashley would take his knife out= 6% nyoribe; T
find myself with & full-time fan job (editer of the Foundation) and
I just don't see how I can handle a FAPA office too.
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T7.T BURBEE, -concluded from paged: -~ g T N

= T Wny -it_ is a truly ghasily picture to contemplate, is 1t not?
Jan you inmagine, anywhere else in-the wide world, the existence of so
unfair a system? - But, thank God, the racing commision imposes no such
1ifitations on any of their fellow men. They are men of logic, govern-
ed by logic; men of high principles guided by the golden rule.

Rk 4 ‘ o Shge

glue factory won't take my horee. -Do any of you guys want 1t7%
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MISCELLE-ANITA |
For the special PACIFICONGLOMERATION, the combozine flung to-

gether by that high flinger E Everett Evans, I am inserting pages 1-3
Znd 7-8. They should give a fair sample of Fan-Dango, even sone mail-
ing comments. For the benefit of combozine Treaders, I might mention
~ that the four other pages of this issue consisted exclusively of com-
rents on the previous FAPA mailing. .
: Ordinarily, the ratio is better.
The last issue, for instance, carried five pages of commentary out of
‘a tetal of twelve; the remaining seven comprising a two page article
by Burton Crane and five pages of original articles by myself.,

Ty & i 2 With
the demise of The Acolyte, Fan-Dango becomes my only fanzine--and it
is my intention to offer it to my ekchangers in lieu of Acolyte. 1o
make it worth offering in exchange, I'm going to have to soup 1t up a
bit, and with this end in view, I'm asking for contributions of writ-
ten material. .

-~ -.There are only two criteria. First, the stuff must be
well-written essays or articles.’ (No fiction or verse.) Second, none
_of this material may have any .relation to fantasy, weird, or scienti-
‘fiction. Any cultural subject .otherwise is ‘welcome. :

= : 1S . Fan~-Dango does
not want a wiide circulation. It is not for sale, and I'm doggoned
tightwaddieh about giving coples away. Contributors will get cne copy
each of the igsue their stuff is in. The 65 members of -FAPA will get
Fan-Dango in the mailing. Any fanzine editor who is wWlling to exchang
a1l of nis for all of mine will get the thing with depressing regular-
ity. The only other way to get it ie to be a beautiful woman on whor
I have evil ‘designs. : i
At I'm not entirely sure myself what sort of a maga-
zine it will turn into, now that I intend to devotée more effort to 1it.
I ‘imagine, though, that it will run 16 to 18 pages per issue aa lcng
as I don*t have to write more than half of it myself. I have no doubt
that the contiruation of the old policy of composing on the stancil
will periodically get me into hot water with one person and anothex.
Anyway, ites developement may be fun_to watch; at least I intend %o
have some fun out of it. It will be published to please one reader—-
myself--so those who don't like it can grit their teeth in vain. It
will refledt me (or on me) and may be expected to be .swayed by passing
whins and whimsies as well as by more serious purposes like horse
racing and its concommitants. : 2 : "
************‘*.***************************-f*******************%*..********
FAK-DANGO is the personalized, composed-on-the-stencil effusion of ¥.
Towner Laney, who quarterly inflicts it upon the long-suffering mem-
bership of the Fantasy Amateur Press Associlation.
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