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FIGGLE OUT OF THIS ONE, ACKY!
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: (Note: .This is the text of a letter written by me December 28, and
sent to Rex Ward for publication in Fendom Speaks. Since Wourd has not
only folded his megazine but quit fandom and FAPL I decided to stick it

in here. The references to statements by Ackerman aend Speer are of -
course concerning things they said or did not say in Fondom Speaks, but
‘I daresay uost of you received that magazine.) ' :

. . ‘ QO Qi = ) e ‘
. Asckerman's deliberate méfusal to- objectify His reasons for the at-
tempted boycott of zZiff-Davis' fanzine.column leaves me wondering if
perhaps I do after all know the true reasons underlying the dislike so
many fans have for Palmer. For some time now 1've held several rather
radical opinions on this matter, but have rather hoped that they were
erroneous. Now I'm not so sure. ‘

e L You must remember that the anti-pal-
mer feeling fer antedates the advent of the Shaver material. Then I
first became active in fandom in mid-1942, it was almost as necessary

“to be publically anti-Palmer as it is for a man in the deep south to
be a Democrat. Anti-Palmer and anti-Amazing stuff can be found in fer
zine ¥ as early as 1939, and wy 1942 anyone having the crust to edmit
to reading the ziff-Davis twins was considered either too young-to X.:C

- any better or else a stupid fool. (It of course was legitimate then as
now to collect these magazines.) inyone. doubting these statements has
only to refer to & representative sampling of the better fanzines of
the early forties to sce what I méan,. particularly ones such as SOUTH-

ERN STAR or. FANTASITE which carried prozine review columns.)

: L o Since the

Shaver stuff started sometime in 1944, it is evident that Pelmer was
held in low esteem by a sizeable segment of fandom for reasons which

-have nothing whatever to do with Shaver., 4nd it seems to me highly
probable that these same regsons are. very likely the ones back of the
recent overt attempts to boycott the. magazine, that .the definitely
questionable aspects of Shaverism merely serve to furnish the anti-

. Palmer boys with more pablisheble ammunition then the real reasons.

Lig'i look at some of thése reascns, and see if perhaps T can meke them
o '1'd say.offhand that one of the biggest causes for the enti-
Palmer feeling in fandom is just plain old jealousy. Palmer at one
time was a fen, & fan who did considerable pro writing, but a fan ne-
vertheless. In the early 1930's, Palmer and sckerman held equal posi-
tions on the staff of FINTASY MaGLZINE, eadh conducting a column. TO-
day Palmer is unqu3stionably a successful man. T don't know how much

__salary he mekes, but would be very wmuch surprised if between salary

and ‘bonuses he earns hess than {10,000 per year, Morectwer, a man Who

. 18 kuown to have taken a failed magazine with a circulation of 30,000
‘and r«ise it to 200,000 can unquestionably get a goéod job with any

. pulp house any time he wants it. That's.the kind of editor a publ‘-
sher is willing to pay real money. : , |
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On the other hand, just wio is= Forrest J Ackerman today®? A BEuel
boy, living off the gcvernment his folks, and what money he can free-
lance out of side-line book dedllng and mnnuscrlpt agenting. I don't
meen to say that there is necessarily snything to Ackerman's discredjt
that he so lives. But there can be little question thet, from an ual
start, Palmer has left Ackermen so far behind him that Ackygﬁc TE-even
see the dust any more. A4 situation like thet would mp_,u-nxpne’gealous.

L

And”when you -look over & roster of Tag{s pist and. present, and see how
smdlL @ percentage turn their fine 'minds anc broad mental horizons to
any sort of account, it mages envy a most tenable hypothesis.
-~ < Another
prcbable cause for all thls/dlsllke of Palmer is colesely allied to
jealousy. Fans as a rhqle‘take themselves far too serieusly and tend
to feel that their words should have & disproportionate amount of
weight. If .anypne- has the temerity to satirize or ridicule fans &nd -
their foibles-he-very qulckly becomes rather heartily disliked in fan-
deom. (Asxk mey I know!) And the fan who tmkes the utterances of his
fellows lightly is. seldom very popular,

Bearing this 81tuat;on in mingd,
consider what happened to Palmer. Heré he was, a fan, taking over the
editorship of AMAZING STORIES. Oh boy, thought fandom, now we can have
a magazine Just like we want. But Palmer had sense enough to realise
that his job came first. He could have edited a magazine for the fane
---and run it into a failure and hiumself out of a job inside of a year.
Or he coulld have edited a commercially successful magazine which he
did.

Here is a list $f Fane who took jobs editing profescional science
fietion magazines: Trederick Zahl, R. W. Lowndes, Charles Hornig, D.
A. Jollheim, and Tay Palmer. 211 these men except Pulmer published meg-
azines the fans llﬁed - Lnd all these men except FPaelmer failed.- to meake
the grade as. stf editors. The fact that Wollheim is making a comeback
as editor of Avon Fantasy Reeder does mot alter this situation. Nor
should zZiff-Davis' probable greater financial.strength as a busines
te given too much welght since after all a truly successful mayaalne
would have made its publlsher succes sful too.

The inordinately s¥wol-
len egoes characﬁer1stlc of so many fans just haven't been able to
gtand the fact that a man formerly of their number has made & great
commercial ,success, of himself, and that by flouting their advice!

“What & blow to all these self-acclalmed experts! No wonder they hate
his guts. The errors and fallaciess of the Shaver mythos have merely
given them smmunition for the 1r POpEUNE

- If T am wrong, how do wou
Propose to exnlaln awdy the difference-in attitude towards Amazing and
Fantastic Adventures, &and that held towards other non-Street and Smith
pulps? Take files.of the Ziff-Davis twing, TV %S, Cgptain Tuture, Planet,
end -Startling for 1941 and 1242 (a good two yeArs before . Shaver was
ever heard of), read them, and compare -all these stories. obgpct;vely
You will find that they are all cut pretty much\pff the same bolt of
cloth--more or less juvenile &adventure -stories 'in other-worldly set-
tings. Then take a complzte file of fanzines for these same two years
and set down the derogatcry remarks about all these!l \magazines. You'll
see thet there are morTe nasty cracks at ZlfL—DuVlc than at ‘all the
others put together.

" If I am wrong, - hon is 1t that fandom is not try
ing to boycott Weird Teles and its Shonck1ns° "Isn't this too a face.
of what Svpeer calls "the unendlng rull back toward superstitionv? And
gren't we still, &as he saye, "the ones best suited ‘to fight it on this
front2® o ' o S
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Pl ol criginale swolzd o It v omrboll, who has cetnioly s oLl Tooari
.oue fanzines (SBACJWAYS for one) that fandom can have no zxiummyp effect
on the editing of ! OUNDImJ, and who has ctherwise madeit pretty clear
that he cares nothlng for fandom: and then contemptuously dismisses
vast quantities of largess ITrom Paimer as a "hribew?

e Speer is unbelie-
vable when he prates so gilibly pf "Psluer's long campaign +6 buy his -
way into power among us®. -Isn't i; ‘fairvly obvious that Pulmer is still
a fan at heart, and that he would like nothlng better than: for fandom
to treat him as one--insvead of maKlﬂU ann issué out of the way heé earns
his living? 7For some inexplicable reascn, Palmer still values the es-
teem of fandom--else why would he bother to deal with us at all in the
teeth of nearly a .decade of sturdy anti-Pulmerism$ ~After all, he knows
far better—than many . fans seem to of how in51gn1ficant 200 cr 500 or
even 1000 fan° are on his circulaticn of 200 0CO0. :

': Palmer most dertain-

.ly-has dlrected soine mlghty rough remarks at fanddm.- Can any fair min?-
ed person con31der the wellnigh constant barrage fand om hes thrown au
Palmer sinceé ‘1939 and still say-that Palmer hes not had more than am
provocation? : ~ ; '
Another factor in connection with/Palmer should make some
fans heartily ashamed of themcelves In most circles of life, people
are genuinely pleased when thcir 1ends make &8 lucky stroke and go on
toff a success of some sort or snother., This is all the more true when
the fortunate person 1s handicapped in some way thet limits him severe-
ly in choosing a posesible ocfupation. I don't kiow Palmer &% all, but
even I have enough feeling of good will towards qy. fellow humans to
be very glad that this erippled man has wea to a pocltlon of ‘sudcees.,
Thatever Paluer's faults, I gincerely admire him for having enough po-
citive virtues and courage ané perserverance to ovelcome very real
physical handlcap and makc a wqrthwhlle and normal ;1fe sbr hlmself

It seems devastatingly reveal:ng that DleFP'b former faﬁ associates .
are unable to f@e almllarly towarcc onu who at oneé timeg was their.
close frlend‘ a 4 /

- Well, It still ;ooklng for that objectlflnatlon of the

reasons for the antl-Palmer feeling. But don't forget, thev must not

only cover the case agalnct Shaversim, but they muk b &lplnln the pre-
Shaver attitudes as well. Aind 1nuofar as this ob1pct1f1¢at1on deals
“with Shaversim, it should show clearly what practipal results. might
e hoped for by fandom's boycotting Z-D. As it =( nds o d2te, the
entire attempt looks remarkably 1like the old ostrikh te hHI&UL. (And
while I'ui at it, I wonder if Speer was not a bit e Jérrleb awsy by. his
typewriter, or if he really thinks that all fan001 can 'be un bied about
anything--considering Michsi&sm, the pﬂAnSclent sn movement Degler-
isn, yes, and Shaverism,) ’(Gole, Jack, I hope ¢'m not pu+t1nv w rds
in your mouth! I wrote the original letter with FANDOM SPEAKS in
front of me, but I cun't imagine x&vx your saylneﬂﬁ%au I seem to have

hought you said.)): ‘

Until I sse & real objectlfication, .I'11 feel T've

shoin the reel reasons wWhy some fans are anti-Pulmer. I =-1lso think
I*1e demonotrated that some of you & hould be hea:iilly ashamed'of your-
selves ' ’ :

********************xx***********w*$"**»x<*xx**£# R oK ek sk ok ol ook sk o ik ok ok K
ROSES ARE_RED; NOUSTA"UES 4#PE GREY. AL STOLE FAPA'S MONEY, : .

J-A-TT) .*“T FAI)\ LIJ-A.[&QG.IOOBOQ.I‘
estesk oK 333 ki sig i sie sk ok oK *f¢xx*w«*:44»*~****xxx***«*v<«wix R
WiN ~-DANGO is t,uLbJ.lehed guarterly or less oft =N by FTLe ncy for FAPA.
Tl esa the contrary is 1ndlcab@d he wiots 21l tlhe conuents.
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( (Fen-Dango is fast becoming a bone-yard. The lead article got
squoze out of FANDOM SPEAKS, and now here is one that was written for
the #2 WILD HAIR.))

--000--
v (e have an entirely fantastic situation around which to weave this
experiment in writing. As our story opens, we have an organization
known. as the LASFS---which. in itself puts this effort away off in the
realm of faery fantasy. It seems that bacxk in the dim dark past, soume-
one named Al Ashley saidirepeatedly to all who would listen to him that
the membership nf the L:3FS was 80% queer--at least 80%, maybe even 90%.
((He has since denied having said this. You know our Al.)) Trying to
this little man out of his fixation, I got hold of the club membership
récords and found that of all LASFS wembers in the past four years 20%
were definitely queer, 30% were doubtful, and 50% presumably normal.
Being of a somewhat malicious nature, I wrote a couple of articles ex-
posing this dire situation, and that sterling fellow Charles Burbee put
them in the club's official organ, which he edited. The repercussions
were terrific. As an end result of this and other troubles, both Bur-
bee and Laney found themselves out of the LASFS, and the LASFS found
itself without an official organ.)

--000-~

I knew that I never should heve tried to collect the money Al Ash-
ley owes FAPAi, because it made Al ishley wmad to be asked for this dough
before the statute of limitations had run its course, and when this
rugged individualist looses his vengeance the air is filled with mush-
room shaped clouds. "I'll undercui you in ways you never dreamed of,”
he said. . ' : -

He was right.
- In ny wildest moments I never imagined that
this dime-store Svengali ocould jerk my psyche from its fleshly teamesment
and project me, a startled gob of ectoplasm, into Dale Hert's apartment.
In a way, it was interesting, because Dale had a stencil rolled into
his typewriter and was staripg at it blankly. Not only could:I read
over his shoulder, with & start I realised I could read the churning
maelstrom of his thoughts.
. Here we go, with a ghostly transcription:

SHANGRI LA #5. 10¢ EACH/6 FOR 50¢
; EDITORIAL

Boy what a job. Here: I zm, not only stepping into the shoes of the
best editor LA fandom ever produced, but faced with trying to build up
the reputation of the LaSFS.  What a mess. "Gonna be tough trying to
compete with Wild Hair too. “hat to do...Burbee..Laney..Burbee..lLaney
..s.queers in fandom....Burbee,.Laney. Wonder how it would sound if T
built up Burbee and tore down Laney...csay, that's the way to do it!
Laney is unpopular esnyway, tnd everybody like Burbee....solid idea...

CHARLES BURBEE WaAS & GOOD EDITOR. . HE PUT OUT A GOOD MAGAZINE.....I LIKE
THE BURB STYLE OF WRITING. I SUPPOSE YOU COULD CALL IME 4 FAN OF HIS...
(end sc on for half a page).... = . oo

There. I've still got to slide over
this about his being canned out of the editorship. I'd like to say he
mas canned on account of Laney's articles, but I dunno. Fandom musin*'t
realise how seriously the LASFS tock this indictment...anywey, tihe club
hasn't got any queers in it %to speak of...well maybe it has, but if I
recognised the fact I'd have to quit the club and I don't want to dc

# . (cont. on page 10)



THCUGHTS WHILE FAILD-CATING
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AT6: BOMBS AN~ HOTTTITTCTS. Farcld sheney pullec ene of the slickest

' side-stsps FAPL uas seen for some time
when the hewls of the pacik fcreed hir. to clarify his statement that
the destructien of Rome wac: &8s blz a tlew teo civilizatien as atomio
war. There is ~onsiderable lilkdihood that the Esquimaux and ether
sborigines will not be struck. 4Aud I suppose 1t 1s permissasble to
1liken them to *he Northern Burberiasns who evern tually evelved inte our
ewr. civilizatiern,
' HoWwever, I don'i *hink thte ~ompariser is entirely
valid. Not enly was there fer less differentiel between the sewi-oci-
vilised Northerners and Rome than there is tetween tho Hettentets and
us, but it axust be remembared “hat Reme's untechnolegioal oivilization
was fur more suited fer primitives o ape, particulerly when"ws cen-
sider the* the fall ¢¥ Rowe did net include the ermihilatier ef its
irhebitamts; ‘thouszanis upon thousends of whom lived or te temper the
savafr' 01 tL invaders with their kmewledge of Oivilizad'arts.”

’ ye
mizht al~0 consider for a mement what kind of peeblﬂ"hesn berbarians
were. 'Not ernly wers they highly in% elligert, but they were a rising
race, & race wihich pretty muich wrder its own 1mpetuq kLad taken grea?
strides tewards becoming civilizod. They were a far cry indeed from
the primitives of the For hvrtL an- of ths interier of Australis, who .
are scerssly removed from the 3tore Age, and whs Lave neither develoD-

. ed nor rotregressed appreciably cduring the time they have besn knewn.

And the CG.ths and Hums had ncot fallen awayv frowm civilizatisn, as lr ve
the trives c¢f A.riea. (I Mushenoland, for example, are a nuwnber of
ruined zities deting frem o mative A.rican civilization which waxed
end waned pretty muoh &ll by itsslf scme £000 yeuTs ago,) (Curo W
reasonably assume that these various pr1m1+1ves of today have the
emetieral drlvcb whic h leac mﬁn tewards civiligatien<? ,
It.took betweewn
eight erd tén oert* ies du the vary least fer civilization tc recever
frem *the fall of Reme. onsidering the points 1*.e just tried To make
deos it seem likely that aborl%inal survivors af the bome can do:&s
well? Doesn's it seem meore probatle that the world would clip back
into stene agc cord itiens for many uillenia; te start the sliew crav..
besk tewards civilizalicn only when rardom mutations have omre a¢ain
preduced a svecies temperamern.lly and othersise fitted te be civilized?
———<'Onu——— .
y LFE. What with tho great influx of new members, it 1is
"7 not altoge ther untimely thet scme of the members
of lerger standing should endeavor t. point cut tc the newcomers what
it is that makos FLPa aturﬁﬂ ‘vn t¢ them. This 15 one man's cvinicy:

THAT FaPa IS

1
le

FAPA is no% a Jlearing hause for general iype fanzines. We hava sl-
ways hed a few of them, cf ccurse, but they are mnct tynical, aud thaey
ere not What kesps us aotive year after year. “Thile me uway still en-
joy them, to wost of us they rerresant a phase of fendor Wwe leve pass-
oathmmd. o ' ' ,
' And te a lct of us, 1t 1s the fantasy A'LATEUR B3D LSS~
OCILTTON. Ws tond to look with jaundined eye upon pleas Yo empiasdlze
tko Fantasy oni of the organization's title. This was underlined when
we volted cdown, & couple of ysars &go, ar attempi to reguirs a definite
percentasn cf. fantasy ocontent in each submission. S
And since most ef ™
us want the fun without the work, we take & very dim view cf goslet's

- B =l



suggestion of an unlimited membership. Thatts general fandom., We're
willing tc¢ turn ocut 70 or 75 oopies, but feel that beyound that point
the @rudgery eutweighs the plsasure. Those of us who don't feel that
way about it turn cut general fanzines like DRTAM QUEST or FAI"DOM
SPEAKS or FANTASY ADVERTISER. :
Cn the positive side, FAPA is a let of
things tc me. Verner's charming arnd Popjoian eagoounts of himself, his
nestalgic "When We Were Very Young", his generally sound articles en
almost everything. Spesr's amazing colleutlcn ctf quotations (heve any
of yoe realised what a worthwhile anthology cf these ten years heave
built up?); his scoic-political &articles ard aprpraisals (You cam admirs
the cverwhelming if soretires pedantic marshallirgy of data which is
Speer's writing style even if you often d’ffer vielently with his con-
clusiens), his stisk psn aud otker cartoon his gamius fer usually
intoresting minutia (kpowmn to the nogros,erti as hair-splitting), end
ebeve ell, his hrilliant railing reviews., DBThoppsent's terrific arbi-
clss er this and that, threough the lines of which poep & guy that you
just krew you'd liko encrmously if you ever met him perscmally. Norm
Starley's utterly utter ngpilnticn of weird stuff out ef the readers’
oclumns of yestaryear, served with a garnishk of serﬁous articles and
railing reviews syual to fpesr at nis best. Hisser Yeenig's dbludgeon-
Ing sercasm, and, in nostalgie retrospect, the way he used te teke

us srowsing along hirp beookshelves as he chatted ebeut editiens, and
bindings, and ether bpikliominutim. 1711t Rothman in all his mapifes-
tations sxcept the muthmetioian/}hysioist, & fTacet whioch throws me for
@ loop. Orans ard Wesson, especially when Burtie starts throewing
these burbed reviews, or Wesson gets lyriocel about hey Pappy-San. 4e
end his unique little GLAM Of cullings from obscure sources, which I
admire more as the sucoessiul accéompliskment of his magazinets polisy
rabher than fer the intrirsic merit of the contents, a good part of
whioh are semewhat removed from my spheres of intercst. And It'll de-
fy AL Ashley, ané say right here in Ffrout of Speer and everybody thai
I've &lv/ays senjoyed Everett's stuff, even TIMEBINEBER, swltheugh much I
my er:joyment stemmed frem my being able to out lcoss at some of the
stuff 1% emntainred. And I've never yet seen anything wriiten by Bur-
Poe that [ didn't just loveo, partioularly when he tells us of that
f&5okless 1ittle man hs created cro time when his god complex had &
frezen Bsaring. (O®r waybe yéu think Al Ashley oxistal)

- The foregoing,
plus a lot of similar stuff which escapes we at the mement (like Hur-
terts celumy in CanTen end Chan Davis in his loss mathmatioasl facets),
are ths thimes that I losk for Tirst in my wmailings. This is the
stuff that keeps me in FiLPL; this is the stuff I try tc emulate when
I publish for thne mailimgs.

0f our »e wer members, some have gotien
the idea right off. IT'd partisulcrly like to congratulate Read Boggs
fcr SKY ‘OOT and Tor pratton for GOXIAK--two first issues wh*oh ere
c7ery bit uB good as the stuff sux Taetcrar FA™s have been turning out
for yoars. And the .i® H-l661 ¢l Rusty's 1is equally goed. If Don Wik~
son would halve the spaos he dovotes ito prozines and doukls the c=paocs
he gives to strictly FAPA-type discussions, he'd be right im there
with Poggs esnd Bratton saxd Hevelin. Hareld Chensy deserves pralsé for
Lis adrelt sidemtsey,: ovon thouga stuff like that "pulleaqe, pulleaqe -
turn the nage" and, thoe Smearyesque spelligg mar his mag badly. And
I'd liko to tosa egoms sposial kind e¢f orchid to Talt Ooslcu, whose
SNIX seers to me te have shown the most imprevement of any 7%”A21nc
dur ing ths past eouple of years.

Well. There's one man's epinion.

Tet's see wnat seme of you other mewooners oan dco.

.—qu-—n



AND OF CQURSE THERE'S ROTSLER. I had intended, in .the preceding item,

o Yo single Bill Rotsler axd his MASTUE
out for special mentiom, but I got into my infalliwility facet and e-
mitted him altogether. 4L, this composing on the stegcil:

: Anyway, it
looks from here as though BRill is blazing an entirely mew trail., It
would be nics if MAJQUE had more reading matter in propertion to the
artwork, and since & usually authoritative source tslle me that Rill
is et averse to g:tting first-class material, I'd like to suggest that
some of you non-publishing members night find [MaSCUE & wor.derful out-
let Tcr your bettsr stuff. You can imagine the presertation BIll woul
give you.

Ard T, a% l2a3t, would like to ses wore of Rotslar's writic,
His self-irtroductior in particular makss me thiunk he sould very easi-
1y develops inte a rioh man's Burbeg with & little practice.

--=00000 -~~~
De3%. EEAVANS, anc CHOMPSIN: throe 4f a kird, I hope none of thess
» : gerntlienen objoct to

——

. ~ 3 . . 0 ! . -
my lirnxing their names in public this way, but it s® happens that each
of tnem seid scmethirg about jazz and/or Satchmo thet T wemt te talk
sbout e little. .

{First, though, I'¢ like vc take issue with Boggs'
remark ¥hat "ome wust te emot ionally unstable %o spereciate jazz to
thLs f:11". That savors unplcasantly of tne sort‘ofﬂahip-en—the—shoul-
¢er stuff that got me irn Au*tch with a los of TAPs baok in 1943 cud 44,
Teke it from me, tud,.den’'t get off on that scr? of tengent. Tt will
just serve to syoil PA[L icoT you. 5 founé this out the Hard way. 1'd
not mention it &% ell, cxcept that [ noticed thrso eT Mur other plac-
es in SKY HECK WhkoTwo the gams tone grept sut. Ta my ewn case, &8 let
of ‘it was due to faulty writing style; I. ceuld ¢cite dogens of places
in the Fan-Dargc of four cr five y6ars ago where T sound supercilieus
and snefly erd plain knock-itv-eff-uy-shoulder-if-you-dare; vet I cean
remémber quite vividly how I folt & out the matter in questien and T
didr't feel that wey et all. Anyway, 1t isn't werthy ef ycu, partil-
sularly when 8FY HCCK is far and apay the best ef the rew FAPA titles.

as trey dc over any ethor art form. On the ether hand, the prime ap-
pcel of most art forms is to the otions rather than te the intellecyu,
srd over if you take issue with t#at statement I deubt if vou can ob-
jest wuck te my peointing out that:ovnhe van te emetional without being
w.stable about 1%.

Joss Stasey ray cr may not be unsteble. Having
ssor the gentlem&n oncs Cver Q decode ago, T couldn't say. Tne chanoes
are, however, thav hs l1lg Q pqgtty ¢olid ~itizen sipce he h=2ld down the
piaro vhair with Berpy CGocdman 7T five or six years. Particularl
with & drivirg porreotiorist 11 Gotdmon, this ipplies amensbilifty
te strict ertietio discirline ¢ nl% as purnchtuality at reheersals,
perserndl rsatness, {lependabilil , o4 other relatnd traits all of

In
[

6f n~ourcse, lcts of émnticnally unj.ablo people go gaga evor jazas, jus’®

whickL point pratty sitrongly te I's tegration eud stability.

, o ' As te
his bursting into tears, this ls no¥ so hard to uadorstvand when you
oensidsr that [despite reams of hog ash written by TDorothy Buker ard
others alorg this same line) the re 1 jazz musician 1 a«t boitom a
oreative urtist who takes his ert mighty seriously. Hs is cors tantly
torn between the inner sreative desires and the wishes of the crowd,
who ocarc rot a rap for Jazz or art-ferms of any sort and want to have
played errangements of the current ri*3 whizn are rnot so far removed

from the hasic melody tut that a moren @ recognise them. This is,
to say the lsast, a frustrating situatinhn. Ycou oan imagine how TosS-
_— T - '
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canini would feel if asked to play "Civilization". Being a fairly
commercial gentleman, he'd urobably play it if it locked liks his bre-
ad and butter deperded on it, but his perscnel feelings im the matter
can well be imagined. Jazzmen, particulsrly white jazzmen, are ur
against the same situation. I/Negroes don't seem tc werry as much as
whites abcout whethsr cr nct the music is pretty, or whether or no%

it is omn the hit parade., If 1t rocks, they like it.) TIf the feeling
for jazz 1s not strorng, the musieiar goes &ll out ~cmmercial--like the
late Hal.Kemp who staried oub with a hot band, abencdoned it when it
did not puay off at the box office, and weut on te mame and fapme with

a strietly commercisl grcup. I he really has the jazz fever. ke may
dc like Muggsy Spanier; play the jazz he loves em recerds amd jigs,
pascing up the really blg dcighs I% is highly doussful if lMfuggsy has
evor made much &bove mininum Unicn scsle; irndsed, mueh of tre time Le
haz been turied as a sicdewen for Ted Lewis, wWho & ways seems to hire
Lim baok after his latest atteupt to loead a thicsgo-type jazz tend has
gous blools at ths box office. And A lot of the boys dompromise. When
they oan, they play jazz, bub if tacy have to help neke scmething like
"Sloepy Lagoeen" a smash hit they do it. This is not to sey they like
rlaying corn, ’ -

So nere 15 Jess Stacy, feriyish and with twemty-fi ve
years more or less of professicpal pusic behind hip, twenty-five years
in which he's played & whkole lot more sommercial tham he heas jazz. And
hera is Louis a4 trong, fabulous, pretty muoch of a degi-god to most
Jazzmen. ‘nd from the arvistis, purs jazz point ef view, L.ouis hasn't
dene so well the past’ fifteen ybars either. His bands have zotten pro-
gressively bigger and mwore rauopous, he has feutursd himselrs less and
less, and he has fectured jazZ less and less--recordixg mestly hit pa-
rade and novelty material, though of course in a mere er less jazz
treatment.

Then all of a sudicdem here is Louls with a small, intimate
group, playimg just exactly what ko wants to just e2xactly hew e wanse
to Befere a oourle er three hundred mEffraimw jazz-levers. Tun't you
see hew, particularly to somsone like Ztacey, this is & supreme wmoment
of triumph ever frustraticn, a sert of fulfillment?

ok ek
DBT wenders about, the "specific factors which cortribute to ele
Satch's generally-ackrowledged sureriority in his field", erd he has
gctter me te wonderirg if it 1s possible for me to set dowr a few of
them ebjectively. i'w not at all sure I can do it, but here goes fom
e stab at it enyway. '

In the first place, just as Jyerstt peints out,
one sither doss or does not like certain types of music, epi, artists.
Theugh it is of course psssible to set down objective factore which
raks ene psrfermancs of a sertain type of musisc better than anether
rerformance ¢f ‘the same type, it 1s nighty difficult te objectify why
one type of musio 1s or 1c not superier to another type. In fact, I'm
not Se Sure but what it s ippossiblo, bscause in the Tast analysis
musio sppeals te us bsoause ws llke it. If we Like it we like it,'§1d
if we dorn't wo don't, regardless of what the autherities in the field
may try to tell us. In ether werds, musical taste is e&lmost entirely
gubjentive, end thers just isn't muoh we capn de about it. T might men-
tiern in passing that T have yet to meet a mieio lover whe deesn't cker-
ish sometning er other which he knows is utterly inferier L7t which
he still likes anyway. (My ownisecret shame aleng this 1ljlrc is RPoy
Eldridge's "Littlo Jazz Boogie'en Decca 23471---completely derivita-
tive, sorosching, tasteless; & dime-z-dozen flagwaver whioh isn't evor
a very good sample of its class. T could spend half a pags telling
you why this side isn't fit te listen to---but I still love 1t.)

i B -
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. ~Wel;, let'a try tc oL1eat1rV Qrmztrcng.

In tho flrs+ rlace,.he is
& great crlulnal q”eatlve artist, ot 50 muen: frem tho »oint of writ-
ins original’ compobltlon , &8s TIom nLq hirhly origirel way ef interpre-
ting what scmecne 2lse has wrltten. ' 4 gsame in .poirt is .Fletcher.Hen-
derscn! u‘croheu%ra. the Iirst large nésro band te recerd prol fiocelly.
From 1922 until 1225 Henderscy. pla_yﬁn muoicianly arrars ements wkich
rieant nﬁuhlné,,npO+LPﬂ with occasicnal scoleecs which also meant nothing
Many ef his musisleni wsre mon who.later teeame graat jazzmen in the
own rizght, rotatly Joe Drith aut Jdnarley Greer and folenan HawkiMc,

But until 1925 none ef them were sryvthing. Then Lou1°' fame reacked
Nev Yerk ar& he was I ""eu-for s1x or seven months. The first racerds
Louis made with Hénderson are resllyv funny. The bend goes ricka-tick-
ing slong im a torctecmous rut, eard £11 of a sidden’ teat golden hern

bresks loose like A cléan wi 124 blo/ing away the # fog. By 1286, .WLuhﬁ
Louig gore Tack to "hicazoe, Henderson's whole ‘rand jumped .like ocrazy..
They'd gevten awey frem their mcnotbtorous on-the -beat tempo' the arra--"
ngements wovs in and out of the teat juat like Leouis played, end in-
-stead ef tha obvieus.cld teat up chords Henlderson started throwing in
" &ll dorts ef grime-tirg llrg inversiors and off-trail precressions. The
-celoists toe LAd causnht the faver; Jod mLth, wheo up uptil thpen Yad
Just-playsd preity sot kot like a. little red wagen, dragseimg or- the
beat srd then rushirg ansad and aﬂtl"lpatlnF it; 3Jolewan Hawkins who

had. &lwavs sounded liko-a rocr an'as Rudy 1edoIt fellowing alnng the
wey - Aristrong had pointsa until Le made tlie tenor sax a jazgz kk\ru—
ment, sewmsthing it had never bhesen. » ' T

. . , (I murfed tll‘; I shfuldvhavc salddf
that Armstr ng is mot cmly crigirel but that he seb the Uatternf‘whiah '
nearly all haz7 has growr- cut cf,) . . ' ‘
Teochnically Aruptrong is ore cf
the grpatest musicians cvgr to heve lived. His tcno- 1s. n»t 7nly .pur
erd true at ary p.int in its phencminally wide range, dut he oar. aup;i—f
cate LT surrass any . virtuosc. feat his ingtrumen® ic oapah¢a of PETL TUH~"
irg. "Fven in +ne very highest register nis téne never faltors cr flabt-.
tens LUb, axd he oan play lightning fast passages with a;moet impos-.

sitly igvrioate fingering or slow.majestic phrascs with eoual facility.
Fe has complete c:ntrcl ¢f his instrument a&nd almost rever blows &
Telse rcte. (4And, unlike meny jazzmen, he is a fluent ql”ht reader.;

srmstreng’s musical wmemcry is febulcus., He can kesr & number once and
e Knewa 1%, and he seems never te. forgst anytbing. ¥e has a roguicsh
+rior ®f vcsesing In bars from cpPLQS in hie improviszed solqs.

, His
teste 15 impescable. Florid thuu n he sometimes is, it id the right
ncte im the right plaoo- Lis ipgprovisations scund as though he hud vi-
sualised the wiole solo kefsro he started. Tt is a hserd thing to put
inte werds kew you oux tell 17 a passare i3 "right" er ?qt-—but if
you're listening tc it thare's never any~d0uEt. '

- Arpstraong's grsat peor-
sonel. wBIT 54 anl joio ae vivre bunbleh tnrough evoryth‘:g he 1lays or
singec. ~ Sone siolapns scurd as though they we re Just g ing ta"ﬁugn .
t Lo, motlonb, but Lcuis means every note.

Powsr, fealini ’on
teohnique, origimality, beauty 'joy, sadgess, Tond. s 90} I'. not-
aat+1ng anywqoro. T was arraid I-coul&q 5.

Bu?b drop aro:nd and le’
me P‘a& y)u POTATO HL“D end W”ST FHD wnd XNOCKING 4 JUG wnd EXLCILY
LIZ® Y(U and I SURRENDER BRAR .nd BASIN S'@ERT and ST. F;Mﬁs DIFIRMATY
end MUGGLZS ond HEEBIL-TEEBIES....yau'll see what T meanl; ;

I -
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...that's the stuff...lay the blame on Ackerman. Him and his boycott.
club boycotts Palmer 100%. Well, of course there was that story that -
sent to Palmer...but what the hell, a man's got to eat, Besides 1t wa.
a stinker...it wouldn't have sold. 4nd Tillmorth HAD to send fantasy
advertiser to asmazing; golly, he needs all the circulation he can get.
So what if he was director of the LASFS when the club voted a 100% ban
on Palmer. He's a serious constructive fan, he isn't like Laney and
Burbee. ..hmmm...hmon. . show do I say this...

: «+.IN DISREGARD OF THE DECI-
SION, REACHED BY VOTE, NOT TO SEND THE MAG THERE, CHAS BURBEE DECLARED
THAT HE IS GOING TO SEND THAT ISSUE AND ALL FUTURE ISSUES TC AMAZING'S
REVIEW COLUIN.....(on and on)

There by cracky. 4e has lost most of
his prestige over this Awazing boycott; let him take the blame for some
more...gee, icky, you make the cutest scapegoat....

NMow for Laney...that
guy is a devil to answer,..his stuff stinks, too much purple verbiage...
boy, what couldn't a semantics shark do to & Laney article...gee, I wish
semantics had something to do with poetry; maybe I could feed Laney some
shredded up old articles of his....boy it mey stink but it is still tougl
to try to answer...figures, Iigures, figures...cold old statistics..jeeps
every time I read that first article it almost makes me quit the club...
dammit, are there reully that meny queers in fandom®?...well, heck, if a
guy reads science fiction he can't reslly be far off the beam,...HEY...
why don't I agree with Laney, but just meke out that the club quit being
queer a couple of years &gO...

I REGARD LANEY:® S TW0. BLASTS AS ILL TIMgD
AND MISDIRECTE « LET If “XPLAIW ILL TIMED FIRST. HE WAITED UNTIL THE
CLUB'S QUESTIUIABLE ELEMENT HAD _PASSED ATLY....(a fierce pounding of
typewriter keys¥....NEVE R IIeVE Z OPENED THE DOOR TO TEE CLUBROOM AND i
MET WITH A FLUTTEP OF B ;Tﬁﬂ LY HANDS...

: «..By God, they'd BETTET not
try to meke mef{ TI'w« 5'10" and 180 pounds and any queer gets funny wit
me I'll pull his backbone out Ly the roots like it was the string in
orange!...hmmm, wonder if any of ‘em ever tried to mske Laney...hahahah.

.naw, he's skinny but he‘'s pretty aggressive, het'd probably raise hell
1f they did...most of these fairies now, they're not reel wmen...they'd
be scared to tackle anybody that wasn't little and timid like Al Ashley
..sWups, woolgathering doesn't write editorials...

e« PALE LILIES FAST
FADING OUT OF THE MEWORY EVEN... ‘

: oh nuts...here goes my hat over the wind-
mill...

WHEN I SAY ({TSDIRECTED, I MEN TH.T HE ATTACKXED US WHERE WE WERE
NOT ESPECIALLY VULNERABLE...
...bOy!...I never knew before how hard it is
to type 50 words a minute with my fingers crossed...
WHY DIDN'T HE SAY
THLT MEETILIGE 7TERE OFTFN TULL?.e..
yeah, so dull most of the faiiies wan-
dered away in disgust...that club's gotten so bad it can't even hold its
better gradec pansies...well, let's see...Luney doesn't dare name names...
except maybe for that one guy thet served a prison sentence for being &
queer....the rest of 1t is hard tuv prove...heck, I'1l just name some of
the people who've been around lately...I'd better not mention that guy
that kept trying to make SDR...NOV, I'u better forget cbout him...and hir
friends too...s0 what if I leave out helf the names, it's still a compl =t
list...besides, maybe scme of the queers owe dues...
(A FURIOUS NAMINT <5
NAMES) .
- 10 -=-
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o There. I wonder if an CoDoNLsEe auys Tere Sn Lavel o T T
({If you must know, Dale, vl The Iiijeen wales you lisled, twu are «e-
finitely known homosexuals and two more are doubtful. You aldn't name
any of our lesbians.)) . '
 +.+S0 SEND ME SOME . tATE?IAL...
w.There...T hope 1
never have to write a tough editorial like that @gain....I almost knoct
ed myself out of the LLSFS theat time...if I ever let myself face the_
facts about the club I'd quit just like Laney and Burbee and the rest
of the WILD HAIRS Gid.... | o .- ) o
’ o .. . . ==== 00 00 0 00 00 ==-- _4_' o ' s
Dear ir. Hart: N s ' '
' Thatts an excellent idea. Why don't you qult the LASTS®
You're far too good a men to be uhrow;ng yourself away on thet bunch.
How'a you llke to guest-edlt th° next 'JILD HLIR? : o
. " I'm not kidding; that*
a serious invitation. . _ ' B
' Yours for more infrequent fan' clubs,

F TOWD er.

*********%mx***********************x*******4, *x*x*“****%************

VOTE A8 YOU PLEA’

- — - . - o - - -

‘SE BUT VOTE | -
- - - - - -for Laney and Burb,

Yes, friends and CDnctitﬁéntgs the next mailing will be the fowth
of the preoent a@ministration. That means that it will be the election
mailing. That means it is not too qoor to than about holdlng offi ce.

Burbee and I alloved our names to g0 on the ballot last time simply be-
cause we felt FAPA is too flne an orgenization to see fall by the way-
side through the upathy of one or two members. e “were .on the spot and’
it seemed that we could serve. e believed that FAPA would respond to
an efficient administration. , A . :
' : Events have nroved us to be right. Frcr
a tottering group, with spasmodic mailings and a dwindling member sl
FAPA uas grown in nine months to the sturdy group 1t once Waq-—w1*h
roster and an impatient waiting list. In our modest way, we feel il.
this is due in great part to the fact that each malllng has come ocut on
time to the day ard to the further fact that Ackerman and we have hand-
lcd each bit of business that came up with dispatech and, ws like to
think, intelligent efficiency. At least, we have done’ our best. .

) , A grow
such as ours ie‘ﬁt the mercy of 1noompetent of¢1cers as the term of
1946-47 amply showed, and a guy can be a fine feJlow and a stsrling
character, and still be a foulup as ap officer. We don't beiieve fandom
t0 be a way of life, and we most ce“talnly are not reverent . towards its
Tiner aspects, but wa do believe that our service has shown us to be
worthy of reelection.

Consecuently, we are filihg aP in«-Burbee for
vice-president and Laney for official editor. ITf els cted, we will func-
ticn the same as thl: year—A-d1v~d1ng the dhth~ of both offices equi-
tably betwsen ms. . Qur platform is a simple one: IF ERECTED, WE WILL
GET EACH MAILING OJm Oh TIIE TO TEE DAY, the same as this year,

: S Wera
also, &s members, like to see other candidates file: W wi'e particular-
iy anxiour for Juck Speer.to file for thg secretary- treasurerchip last
yearts snafu did him out of end- Ac.vrngn'é fine work this year has surel;
garaed him the yresidency il he wantes it. But the more tﬂmt Tile, the
better we'll like it. o
- 1]l ==



.This is the sort of thing you may occasionally have to contend with
when I find myself forced to fill up a page in order to keep from wast-
ing the back of a sheet of paper. TFAN-DANGO was complete at 11 pages,
so if this turns out to bore you, just comfort yourself with the thought
that 1t would have been blank anyway. .
About my memoirs: Through the
untiring devotion, selfless industry, and general all-round sterling
worth of Charles Burbee, the genial factotum of the Goosed Goblin Mimeo-
graph, you are enabled to see slightly over half of this opus in this
mailing. The Burb took pity on my struggles with the ex-Ashley mimeo-
graph, and in a frenetic outbreak of mimeography poured 60 pages of my
deathless prose through his electric machine.

- I had intended to run c
_the rest of it myself in time for this ' mailing, but this and that in-
‘tervened 50 you'll get the balance of it next time,
One thing that
~ held me up was a ghastly experience with Al 4shley, "in whieh I was com-
pelled to view that former friend's gUIZKEAELLY soul face to face. (The
bit of censorship in the last sentence shows why I've as yet becn un-
able to write the proper addendum to my memoirs to give a true picture
. of Mr. Ashley. I'll calm down eventually, no doubt.)
o But I will say
this I want to apologlse to B © Evans for any remarks I may ever have
made about & pose of saintly patience. Eveans has known Ashley for some
fifteen years and the fact that he was able to put up with him for that
length of time shows Everett, despite other flaws and good points he
may or may not possess, has a stock of genuine patience far exceeding
that of many people, ineluding me, Ir I can be proved wrong on other
matters, I will maeke an equelly public and equally voluntary apology
therefor, :
Now to more pleasant matters.
T have & lot of plans for FAN-
DANGO which will start materialising durlng the next year, provided I
retain my present level of interest in FAPL. (aArd T héve no doubt but
what I will.) 4
: : Probably in the next issue will be a report of certain
.of my recent activities, I will not say juet now what these have been,
"Hovwever, ‘these activities are of a seriously construetive nature vh ich
all seriously conms tructive fans (which I am definitely not) will applaul

B they have involved my conqultlng my 1auycr a couple of times, and the

report on them will be writtén in pdrt by two big name ‘fans, Exfuse -
Two Bik Name Fans, Intrigued?

My one reamlning reguler correspondent,
Jack Speer, end I have been discussing the obeying of leaws with which
one does not personally concur., I intend shortly to publish my half
of this discussion to date with the idea that Jack may be inducsd to do
likewise and that a FAPA—Wide discussion may ensue.

ind before too much

longer I intend to start serialising EXCIRPTS FROM THE JOURNAL OT MINNIE
T, LANEY. 1In 1910, -11, and -12, my mother accompanied my father on hisc
~field trips into the heart‘of the Appalaechian mountaineer country. He
wes on temporary loan from the U. S. Geological Survey to the State Geo-
logical Surveys of North Carclina and Tennessee for a survcy of the cop-
per deposits of those states. Iy mamma kept a journal.which I found to
be utterly fascinating., She had intended to write a book about thc soci

ology of the mountaincers, qna consequently made extremely detailed note

which she hes glven'perml ssion for me to publish. Truly offtrail stuff!
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