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AROUND EANDOMINSS

LASFS CELEBRATES 25th ANNIVERSARYs VAN VOGT, ROBERT BLOCH SPEAK

The Los Angeles Sciences Fantasy Society observed its 25th
anniversary on Oct. 29 by holding its 1159th consecutive
meeting in the Commodore Hotel in downtown Los Angeles. The
special meeting, with Directeor Bernard Cook presiding, was
attended by well over 70 neople among whom were many prominent
West Coast fans, including Bjo, BErnie ltheatley, John Trimble,
and Forrest J. Ackerman, who was distinguished by having
attended the first LASFS meeting back in 193, Robert Bloch,
the guest of honor, made a speech commenting on LASFS members,
past and present. Since his talk was printed in its entirety
in Shaggy #1i7, it will not be covered here.

Morris Scott Dollens showed a large number of color slides of
his astronomical paintings. A1 Lewis (West Coast) received
the Bveng~Frezehafer Award for 1959 for being the most out-
standing msmber of LASFS for the year. Al was chosen for his
work as editor of SHANGRI-L'ARFAIRES. Bjo was given a special
Certificate of Recognition for her contributions to fandom
over the past several years.

A. E. van Vogt appeared and was induced to talk from the rostrum.

Since he had not prepared a speech, van Vogt invited questions

from the floor., Someone asked how many books he had written.

He replied by saying he had written fifteen or sixteen; he

was not sure of how many exactly. He went on to say that his

works had been translated into magy languages, including

Swedish, German, and Japanese, He wasg agked if 1t took him

very long to write a book. "Oh, yes," he replied with a smile,
szpecially in Japanese,"

“n asyering further questions, van Vogt said that he!

wi Jsed to write fourteen hours a day, seven days a weelk,
during his most prolifle period. This went on for four
v2ars. One year he produced 300,000 words for pub-
lication, but that he has never equaled that since,
especially since he discovered that Cleve Cartmill
eculd produce 500,000 words a year with just one hand.

“#% Come to live in Los Angeles in 19l (He was previously
a citizen of Canada.) . After some months in L.A. he
discovered LASFS, and for about two years "they couldn't
get rid of me." But eventually he came around less and

less, finally dropping out altogether.
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gontimned Trom firai page {van Vogt's wemurks)

#kHag always enjoysd Hanyr Xubhrer's writings.

#nbiag a high epindon of Yorry Ackermen as a writer's agent.
2 receives ebout a thoussnd dodlars a year from Forry
in royalties on his o0ld stories and books. These royaltis
are reallzed from obscure markets, such as foreign
rights and reprints. "Now," said van Vogt, "I think it
is time I replenished the well." This remark was received
with warm snthusilasn,

#%# Collaborated on a technical bcok on hypnotism, which has
sold well.

ik Used to write confession storles, which 1s how he got
gharted Lo wrliting.

###Took a collegse course on the modern novsl about two years
s20s e learvnd a Lot zhoui ths modzrrn aovel, snd some-
day he expects %o be able to put thai knowisdge Lo usel

Van Vegt continaed vo answer guestions, most f whicl: concerned
disneticis; hypnovism, and paychistry. Unfortunsiely, spacs
prohibits covering these remarks,

Conpricucus by thofr absience: Ray Bradbury, who hgd unavoidable
businesas clsewhaers that night; and Fritz Leiher, who was vialting
Chicago.,

Following van Vogt's talk was a showing of photos from LASFS!
past, moss interesting among which was & group photo taken at
the 100th new-ting, twenty years before, LASFS members of that
fargzone day lasluied E. E. Smith, Ph, D,; otherwise known as
"Doc" Smithj; Robert A. Heinleiny Jack Williamson; Edmund
Hanlltony and s very youthfulelooking Ray Pradbury.

To wum up: it was the high poInt of the year for LASFS, and 1t
was generally hoped that everyone concerned will be arocund for
the fiftieth armiversary meeting in the foreboding year of 198lL1

s e

Al Lewis, long-time editor of the LASFS publicahticn,
HANGRI-LYAFFAIRES, 1s resigning his editorshlp as of Jan. 1,
1920, Hs will bLe suceceeded by John Trimble, who has been
aszonlated with Shaggy for over a year., Everyone will be sorry
0 sse Al go, but they are consoled by the fact that he will be
meplacsd Yy a man who has prove% that he c¢an do a good job.
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LASFS hsid its annual New Year's party at the home of ien and
Anna Mol7ztt in Downev, Cglif. Like all fan functions, this
party wac a smeashing cuccess. o fatalties were reported,
though it was reported that i ztomach pump and the mechanical
resuscitator were called upcit tu revive several members whose
enthusiasm got the best ol thain, o leave it to your
imagination to f£ill in th»o detzils,.
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it has roached thiszs reporter thal Sxues Leustell, preamising .
Fouaz wWost Coast neofan, g cinse Iriend of Handell GarTesh, .
and g =vasader feor nive-h fomfom, disd svldenly a fow days :
ago. The report was uncenfirmesd, and moat detalls are iacking
at this writing. Bruce, whose ent™:sissm for things fennich g
knew no hounda, was rather well kw7 on the west coast, and :
fandom in general wili mins Lim. :
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#lemn Lord, sditor of an Arkham House book Always Comes Bvening,
the collected noems of Robert E. foward, is preparing a bibiice
grephy of Howardl!s stories., In an interview with Glemn Lord
vacently, it was learns? that Howard wrote oder several pen
rames: ratrick Brvin. Petrick Howardi, Szm ¥Wiissr, and Robert

E. Ward, thovgh the last has not been authenticated as really
t2longing o Hdeward, Howard was a reslly prelilfis writer,

ar<i his stcries, besides appearing in Weisi lales, were printed
in sueh =uzgazninss as Jgck Demnsey's Figkt: lgzazine, Action
Stories, Argosy, Top Eoich, Cowboy Storiss, Golden Fleece,

Sport tizwvy, Ia-iliing Adverture, Orier:zi Stories, and Action
Soorles, #£1l of which are cut of print. Tias stories In guestion
apoeared in “lese magazines between 1G31 and 1937, & year after
Eovard's vrinrimmate dsathe
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I'SFS HELD ITS SEHIANRUAL ELECTIONS recently, and the results
rare startling. FEerpard Cook. runping for a sscond term as
INreshor, wes dafested by Ted evohnstene, 10 has been secratary
» the past Tesar. <ack Sarress, otherrise known as Scribe S5,
che raw serrehary. Barper Beynard, LASFS ¥Ireasurer for a2
w2 a8 tha memories of the prezcnid members go, ws3 reniaced
fizk Snacewry, Bsrmeyls urset was ilis surprise of the ysar
for meiF. Sealor and Junlor Committeemen are Johm Trimble
end Braie whasiley,both active in fandom for many yeavrs.
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ADVERTISEMENT: I em interested in buying copies of de Camp's

"L f'iE3 OF IF, and TEE TRITIONIAN RING. Anyone who has copdes
¥ thss2 twe books, prsferably in good condition, should contact
e siinor of this fenzine. Will psy & reasonsble price.
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<iVZRSAI-INTERHATIONAL recently hosted LASFS st a special
“Hmls showing of TEE 4D MAN, Many thenks to U-I, but

gkalng, fellows, your science riction movies still stink.
“nF dontt you grow up?
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