





£

~

( »\?

L
Yy éydny (Wsé Lj
£19



FAnTASY
























TDOr. Je“ﬁ% E Wiot












activities, but drugs have a ten-
dency to become the end rather than
the means. Some people are discov-
ering that a mind-high is much bet-
ter than a drug-high, and with no
nasty side-effects, but achieving
this state only with your own head
takes a lot more discipline and
control than just popping a pill or
lighting up a joint or shooting up
something. I don't take drugs; 1
don't even like to take an aspirin
unless it's really necessary. But
I've had some experiences that were
absolutely mind-boggling. The mys-
tical experience is something that
still gives me shivers of sheer awe.
I suppose I've drawn a little on

that in the Camber books, especially.

Remember, I told you that there was
a lot of me in Camber. T've used
this religious appreoach in the Dery-
ni books both because of the histor-
ical framework and because T guess

I want to try to share a little of
the magic of what religious exper-
ience can be. And if you put that
kind of thing in a fantasy novel,
people who ordinarily would be a
little skittish about acknowledging
this part of them, in their modern,
scientific educations, are often
able to taste it just a little. And
some of them go on and explore fur-
ther on their own. Religion can be
the opiate of the masses, as some
folks charge; but if you take it a
few steps beyond dogma and get to
the archetypical foundations, the
mystery of existence, you can find
something that is valid and has
meaning, at different levels for
different people. The outward form
isn't that important. Personally,
T'm most comfortable in a .Judeo-
Christian framework similar to what
I describe in the books; but I can
also be comfortable in any of a num-
ber of other frameworks. People may
call their gods by different names,
and acknowledge Him or Her different
ways; but it all goes back to the
Source, in the end. There are many
valid paths to the CGodhead.

Klliot: Has the Deryni series
bridged the gap between the fantasy
audience and the mainstream audi-
ence? Are there tangible signs that
mainstream readers are buying and
enjoying the books? Do you aspire
to branch out into other fields?

If so, which ones?

Kurtz: 1 think it has, to a certain
extent. ['ve had reports that peo-
ple who never read fantasy before
have picked up my books and gotten
hooked on them, and then started
branching out to other fantasy and
science fiction. People who like
straight historical fiction also
like the books. They've also been
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great for getting junior high and
high school kids to start reading--
kids who've never read a whole book
before in their lives. 1've had
some amazing reports from teachers
who use the books as catalysts for
getting kids to read. 1 do plan to
do other things besides the Deryni,
though. 1T mentioned the book on the
medieval sheriff. I also have a
couple of mainstream-type projects
that I'm going to do one of these
days.

Elliot: Some critics have argued
that the early Deryni books are not
as deftly written as the later ones.
Would you agree? If so, why?

Kurtz: Of course, the earlier Dery-
ni books are not written as deftly
as the later ones. 1 wrote Derynt
Rising in 1969; I was ten years
younger and less experienced then.
Also, Deryni Rising was a much
simpler book, in terms of plot and
characters, than any of the later
ones. People don't usually realize,
until I point it out to them, that
Deryni Riging is very unusual in
that it all takes place in little
more than twenty-four hours, other
than the opening chapter. There's
just so much you can do in twenty-
four hours, especially if it's a
first novel and you're still finding
your literary balance. If I were
writing Deryni Rising today, there
are some things I'd add; and when
the film version eventually comes
out, folks will see some things
added. It doesn't change the basic
story; but the script is much more
the way the story would have gone,
if T'd written it today. TIt's a bit
expanded, shows a little more of the
relationships between Morgan and
Brion and Kelson. We actually see
Morgan before he goes off to Cardo-
sa, and a little of his relationship
with Kelson. It's going to be

great fun. As for progress, 1 would
certainly hope that the later books
are the better ones. 1If they aren't,
it means that I haven't been learn-
ing my lessons as an author. TI'm
told, for example, that Saint Cam-
ber is the best one to date, and T
have to agree. 1 like that book
very much. 1 still re-read passages
from time to time and think to my-

self, "Wow, that's neat. Did I
really write that?" And the neatest
part of all is that I did! 1If T

didn't enjoy writing so much, T
wouldn't do it. It's nice that
other people like to read what 1've
written, but if it didn't please me,
too, I certainly wouldn't spend all
those hours behind the typewriter.

Flliot: 1In what sense could it be
said that you've grown as a writer?

Can you see clear signs of improve-
ment in your work? What do you do
better today than when you began
writing? What areas still require
further effort?

Kurtz: Language seems to be the
thing that's criticized most by re-
viewers. They seem to think that
fantasy has to be full of thee's and
thou's and lots of archaic language.
That can be good, if it's done well,
but it can make a book limp along
very badly if it isn't just right.
From as objective a point as I can
manage in answering that charge, I
would have to say that I'm not J. R.
R. Tolkien or C. S. Lewis, and I
don't think it's valid to criticize
the Deryni books because my lan-
guage is not theirs. I try to keep
blatant modernisms out of the lan-
guage, but I am writing for modern
readers, and communication is some-
times more important than formal
style. There are those who can
handle this epic language beauti-
fully, and I admire them for it;

but I don't think that the stories

I have to tell would benefit from
being couched in that form. I could
cite Mary Stewart's Merlin books as
beautiful examples of language hand-
ling. And there's a novel called
The White Hart, by Nancy Springer,
that will be coming out from Pocket
Books shortly, that's marvelous.

But T don't think either of those
ladies could tell the Deryni series
as well as I can. Different kinds
of tales call for different ways of
telling. Still, I am aware of the
fact that my language usage bothers
some folks, and 1'm trying to
broaden the epic sweep of what ['m
doing.

Elliot: Since your full-time pro-
fession is not writing, do you find
sufficient time to write every day?
Can you keep to any kind of set reg-
imen? Does this haphazard approach
impair your skill and/or productivi-
ty?

Kurtz: Right now, it's difficult,
if not impossible, to write every
day. 1 probably average a couple of
nights a week, and at least one day
a weekend, with occasional bursts of
writing binges when 1'11 turn out
forty or fifty pages in a weekend.

T can do editing during my lunch
breaks at work, but it isn't the
best way to try to write novels.

I'm really looking forward to the
dav when I'l1 be able to write only
what I want to write, and on the
schedule T set. Hopefullv, 1'11 be
able to spend a certain amount of
time each day reading and doing re-
search, as well as writing, once the
writing business is full-time.
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