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The British Scene
by Mike Acllley

Blowing-My-Own-Trumpet department:
There seems to be something wrong
in starting a news column with in-
formation about yourself, but if I
don't do it no one else will, and
if the information's wrong, then I
need only shout at myself. It seemed
a good idea to put it at the start
rather like the credits at the start
of a film--something to gaze at
whilst getting ready for the meaty
stuff.

Anyway, it's been four months
since I last wrote a column for
Fantasy Newsletter. In the inter-—
vening period I have been virtually
glued to the typewriter preparing
the master copy of my Complete
Index to Astounding/Analog. I'm
relieved to know that the typescript
reached Robert Weinberg safely,
and, as if he wasn't beset by enough
problems in moving house, he will
hopefully have the book in print
before the end of the year. It
covers just about everything you'd
want to know in ASF. There's an
issue by issue index which gives
the usual contents details plus
the illustrators to each story and
the AnLab results. Stories are in-
dexed by author and by title, and
then there's a series index, an
index to all artists--both cover
and interior, and an index to all
letter writers. The appendices
cover most statistical aspects of
the magazine, and although it does-
n't take much to guess which artist
has illustrated most issues of ASF,
who do you think contributed the
most fiction to the magazine? Or
which story came out overall tops
in the AnLab votes? All these
facts, and more, as they say...

Several years ago I vowed I
would not edit another anthology
because the time spent on the type
of anthology I 1liked to do was bet-
ter spent in other areas. However,
an opportunity arose recently which
I couldn't refuse, and so I've
assembled a reprint anthology of
fantasy stories, Jewels of Wonder.
It contains five long stories:
"Thieves of Zangabal' by Lin Carter,
"A Fortnight of Miracles" by Randall
Garrett (a humorous heroic fantasy
which I feel has been woefully over-
looked), "The Seventeen Virgins' by
Jack Vance, "Blood in the Mist" by
E, C. Tubb, and "Vashti' by Thomas
Burnett Swann. The book has been
scheduled by William Kimber's to

appear this November, but a snag
has set in. Kimber's won't set the
press rolling until they've seen
the release of rights for the stor-
ies and, at this time of writing,
we've not yet heard from either
Jack Vance's agent, or the estate
of Thomas Burnett Swann. So, if
anyone out there has any contacts
in those two areas, any help will
be appreciated.

Before I move on to other
things, perhaps I can just give a
plug to my research into Algernon
Blackwood. I'm working on his bio-
graphy and would be pleased to hear
from anyone who ever had any con-
tact with Blackwood, either direct-
ly or indirectly; or who may pos-
sess copies of his letters.

The Publishing Scene

The hardcover publisher Wil-
liam Kimber now appear to publish
more supernatural fiction than any
other in this country. For Septem-
ber is scheduled It's About Time,
subtitled 'A Witch's Brew of Comedy,
Tragedy and Ghosts' by Margaret
Chilvers Cooper. 1t sounds like a
modern Gothic, set in a 17th cen-
tury inn at Cape Cod and concerns
the tragic life of a young girl
plus such ghosts as "the jovial cap-
tain Obediah and the Indian Prince
Flying Buzzard.'

October sees a new book by R.
Chetwynd-Hayes, The Fantastic World
of Kamtellar. Back in FN #20, 1
reported on his unsold novel, Kam-
tellar. Since then Chetwynd-Hayes
has rewritten the novel as a 40,000
word novella, and he's rounded out
the book with four more vampire and
ghoul stories, "Looking for Some-
thing to Suck," "Birth," "The Gib-
bering Ghoul of Gomershal," and
"Amelia."”

Three other books of interest
are scheduled for October. Stories
of Fear is an anthology of ghost
stories edited by Denys Val Baker
and includes items by William Trev-
or, Roald Dahl, Antonia Fraser, A.
L. Rowse, Winston Graham, Edna
O'Brien, Daphne Du Maurier, Vladi-
mir Nabokov, Fred Urquhart, Angela
Huth, L. P. Hartley, James Hanley,
Susan Hill, William Sansom, and A.
L. Barker. Ghostly Carnival is a
new collection of Cornish ghost
stories by Mary Williams, whilst
Red Letter Day by Rosalind Wade is

a collection of 'Twelve Stories of

Cornwall' that includes three sup-

ernatural stories, "Shepherd, Show

Me,'" "The Little Ghost," and "Exor-
cism Extraordinary."

New paperbacks lined up from
Methuen Books' Magnum imprint in-
clude in August, Catface by CLif-
ford D. Simak (published in the U.S.
as Mastodonia), Farth Magic by Alex-
el Panshin; and in September, The
Fires of Lan-Kerm, the first book
in Peter Tremayne's new trilogy.

Tim Shackleton has now left
Fontana Paperbacks and thenew SF
editor there will by Carolyn Caughey.
Before he left, Tim passed on the
following items of interest:

"We're publishing the first
part of Janet E. Morris's Kerrion
Consortium trilogy in September.
This is called Dream Dancer; vol-
ume two to be delivered at the end
of April is Cruiser Dreams; volume
three is Earth Dreams. The author
calls it a 'marriage of man and
machine intelligence through our
mastery of the intelligence codes'
and 1'd say it was about power
struggles in a vast, intergalactic
family cartel; science fantasy
really, with heroes and villains,
telepathy and an enormous sentient
spaceship which will feature in our
cover, wrapping round all three
jackets 1like the Land did on the
Thomas Covenant books. I'd go so
far as to say it's the biggest
spaceship ever used on a book jacket.

"The other major event is the
publication of the fourth Stephen
Donaldson book, The Wounded Land.

I can't give you details about the
subsequent volumes, but the new one

- will be published in October." The

Fontana Wounded Land will be the
first world paperback edition.
Fontana also publish the regu-
lar anthology series of Great Horror
and Great Ghost Stories. The 13th
Fontana Book of Great Horror Stories
edited by Mary Danby is now availa-
ble and includes twelve stories,
five of which are reprints: '"Ven-
detta" by Guy de Maupassant, "An
American Organ" by Anthony Burgess,
"One of the Dead" by William Wood,
"The Werewolf" by Frederick Marryat
and "Herbert West, Reanimator" by
H. P, Lovecraft, The seven new
stories are '"Cold Spell" by David
Langford, "The Circus' by Sydney J.
Bounds, "Undesirable Guests" by
William Charlton, "The Warrior's
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