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things, such as exercising my voy-
eurism on Diana the moon and Aphro-
dite Venus and the other planets
and stars and nebulas and galaxies
on clear or least-misty nights (the
fog, you know) and playing with my
"dolls," my prized possessions,

and other little indulgences.

Among my favorite "dolls' are
the metal statuettes of Enzenbach-
er: right now I've got his appeal-
ing "Pirate Queen'" out, also "Waltz-
ing with Death," most morbidly
lascivious. And he just phoned to
tell me he's done a "Tigerishka,"
cat lady of The Wanderer.

And the soft sculptured ones
of Lovecraft, Poe, the Mouser and
Fafhrd that are the work of Susan
Dexter, whose novel, The Ring of
Allaire, is scheduled for November
release by Del Rey.

Newest of these curiosa on my
coffee table, most frivolous and
self-indulgent, is an atomizer of
verbena-scented Guerlain cologne to
which I have affixed the following
label on green paper: 'VERBENA--
'It cools the forehead'--Morris
Klew." Klaw was Sax Rohmer's old
white-haired "dream detective' who
traveled about with his beautiful
¢hie daughter Isis solving myster-
ies, many of them Egyptological, by
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napping and dreaming a dream at the
scene of the crime. Whenever the
resultant psychic turmoil would
threaten to become too great, Isis
would spray his forehead with ver-
bena while Morris would disquisite
on how it was the favorite perfume
of the Romans, as Falernian was of
their wines, and how it cooled and
quieted the mind. In this techno-
logical age when even the most ex-
pensive chic scents are apt to be
synthetic coal-tar products, I
searched long for verbena, and
when I found it, decided to cele-
brate my discovery in a playful way
which can hardly be amusing to
everyone or even many.

Besides employing my atomizer
vigorously, I tapered off from last
column's vast and steamy involve-
ment with Stephen King's Danse
Macabre by reading his new Cujo
(Viking Press, 1981, $13,95).

It's a novel of suspense,
fear, and physical horror set in
the same small town of Castle Rock,
Maine, where Frank Dodd did his
string of nasty girl-murders in
King's fifth, The Dead Zone.

Like that one, Cujo fulfills
the prediction John D. MacDonald
made in his introduction to Night
Shift that King would soon be writ-

ing good solid mainstream stuff
without benefit of '"spooks and
spells and slitherings in the
cellar."

(But there is a spell in the
book, written by a modern adman,
and a horror image that outdoes
E. C. comics, and something very
evil in a cellar and also in a hid-
den little bat-infested cave that's
never discovered.)

The only supernatural items,
if you can call them that, are a
couple of bad dreams that might be
roughly predictive or telepathic
and then again mightn't.

There are also no science fic-
tion elements as there were in The
Stand, Firestarter, and The Mist.

But there's a lot of use of
what King calls in Danse Macabre
"Society's phobic pressure points."

There's the adman in dread
both of losing his one big account
and also of the phobic pressure
point that is New York City.

There's a woman afraid of
dehumanizing young-mother and
housewife loneliness.

There's a boy 4 years old
terrified of the things he sees in
a bedroom closet whose door keeps
opening by itself.

(Continued on page 34, Col. 2.)
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Brian Aldiss

Workshop for Science Fiction Writers

A limited enrollment, intensive workshop for writers of
fagtasy and science fiction will run concurrently with the
Third International Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts,

March 10-13, 1982, at Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton,

F 1 . . . . .
lorida Each participant will have his/her work read and

critiqued by one or more of the professional writers.
intensive sessions are planned over four days.

should submit a manuscript of approx. 5,000 words before
January 1, 1982. Those accepted after screening may then
submit an additional manuscript.

Barry Malzbers = James Gunn

I{egistration fee is $150,
For details, write: WSFW,
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