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Space Cadets Looking for Base
Heidelberg worldcon chair Mario Bosnyak
made the 1970 Hugo bases himself with
wood from an old barn door. Kelly Freas
thought it looked like scraps so when he got
his Hugo home he went into his woodwork-
ing shop, made his own base and threw
away the original. Most committees since
then have been more painstaking in design-
ing and producing their signature Hugo
bases (the rocket itself is standard).

For example, L.A.con IV, the 2006
Worldcon, is following the lead of No-
reascon 4 and Interaction by publicly solicit-
ing design proposals for its Hugo base. The
press release below outlines what the con is
looking for. All three of the 2004-2006 com-
mittees set a budget in the range of $100-
$200 per base, which is an interesting con-
trast to the $700+ Nolacon II reportedly
spent.

Noreascon 4’s announcement also
showed they hadn’t forgotten their experi-
ences with the 1989 Hugo bases:

“We're wicked allergic to designs which
disintegrate in people's luggage, cannot be
easily shipped, or which have little bits (or
big bits, for that matter) that may fall off of
them and need re-attaching.”

Interaction jointly ran its competition
with the Glasgow School of Art, one of
Britain's foremost higher education institu-
tions for the study and advancement of fine
art, design and architecture.

2006 Worldcon Opens
Hugo Design Contest

[From the committee’s press release:]

L.A.con IV needs YOU... to design the
2006 Hugo Award Trophy!)

Do you have vision? creativity? power
tools?

Then the Space Cadets of L.A.con IV
want you to submit a design proposal for the
2006 Hugo Awards trophies.

Since the early 1950s, the World Science
Fiction Convention has been awarding hon-
ors for outstanding achievement in science
fiction. Categories have come and gone,
changing with the tastes and interests of
Fandom.

But the basic design of the Hugo Award
itself has remained constant. A silver "cigar”
rocket is the focal point of the award -- the
ever-steady work of art and science that
instantly identifies the trophy as a Hugo.

The one thing that does change (every
year!) is the design of the base, the platform
upon which the rocket trophy is mounted.
Each year's Worldcon committee chooses a
base design that compliments the award and
is, in some way, thematic of the convention
or its city or region.

L.A.con IV is continuing the recent trend
for open Hugo Award design competitions.
We are seeking artists and designers to craft
bases worthy of this most prestigious SF
honor and which reflect the convention's
theme of Space Cadets and/or its home re-
gion of Los Angeles and Southern Califor-
nia.

Three finalists will be selected. The
person who submits the winning design will
receive a full 5-day membership in L.A.con
IV, a cash prize of $250, and the opportunity
to introduce their base design as part of the
Hugo Ceremony itself. The two other final-
ists will receive a full 5-day membership in
L. AconIV.

Some Guidelines and Specs: (1) Bases
must be designed in such a way that the
silver Hugo rocket is an integral part of the
design. We will supply the rockets, which
are to be bolted to the base from below the
tailfins. Ease of attachment should be a de-
sign consideration.

(2) The design must stand on a flat sur-
face in some way (please do not craft a
"hanging" design or one only appropriate for
Zero-G).

(3) Bases may be made of wood, metal,
lucite, or any other material which has a
fixed form. Materials which will change
form when aged, heated, etc. should not be
used.

(4) You must allow space for a plaque
containing the convention name, "Hugo
Award", the category name, and, of course,
the winner's name in an easy to read font.

(5) The design must be sturdy and capa-
ble of being transported or shipped
(assuming reasonable care in packing). De-
signs that can be easily disassembled (i.c.
rocket removed from base) are preferred.
Designs should avoid small attached ele-
ments which may break or become sepa-
rated from the trophy. Excessively heavy
designs should also be avoided.

(6) L.A.con IV will want the designer to
oversee the manufacture and construction of
the approximately 20 bases that will be
needed. While not required, entries from
designers who can oversee construction will
have an advantage in the judging.

Rocket Specifications: Height: 13 and 1/2
inches (340 mm); Width: 2" across (5.1 cm)
from fin-tip to fin-tip; Weight: 3 1b. 2 oz.
(142 kg); Bolt: 5/16-18 machine screw
thread; Bolt-Hole: 0.625 inches deep
(15mm).

Return of Materials and Confidentiality:
We regret that design entries cannot be re-
turned. In addition, the winning design is
traditionally only unveiled at the Hugo
Ceremony and strict confidentiality will
therefore apply to the winner and their de-
sign until the convention.

Deadlines & Other Requirements: De-
signs should be submitted by 15 January
2006 and should include appropriate draw-
ings or renderings of your design or a physi-
cal sample.

Please tell us (1) how much it would cost
to fabricate 25 bases, (2) the lead time
needed for fabrication, and (3) your ability
to either craft the bases or arrange for the
work to be done. As a guideline, bases
should cost less than $200 each (preferably
much less) to fabricate and the finished
bases should be received by L.A.con IV not
later than 15 July 2006.

Please send designs, samples, or ques-
tions to us at hugobases@laconiv.org or
L.Accon IV; Attn: Hugo Bases; P.O. Box
8442; Van Nuys CA 91409. (Okay, send
the samples to the P.O. Box. But if you fig-
ure out how to send a sample via e-mail, that
would be really cool.)

Help carry on the proud, bold tradition of
Space Cadets everywhere!

DeVore Back in Hospital
Howard DeVore, the fan guest of honor at
the 2006 Worldcon in Los Angeles, was
hospitalized on December 18 for blood clots
in his legs. His caregiver had hoped DeVore
would be released in time for Christmas, but
he is still in the hospital and may face rehab
rather than being released to home.

Caregiver Joyce writes: “I saw Howard
on xmas day -- he does seem to be eating a
lirle better but his overall condition is not
too great. His regular doctor is out of town
and the other doctor is just a fill in. [...] I
don’t know if he is coming home or going
for rehab for a couple of weeks. The doctor
will know more on Tuesday. Anyway he is
not very happy and I don’t blame him since
it seemed as though the whole staff went on
strike over the holidays.”

DeVore suffered a massive heart attack
in Aug. 2004.

Medical Updates

Mike Resnick sent this follow-up to his
vision report in last issue: “Yesterday
(October 26, 2005) 1 was back at the eye
surgeon’s for my regular bi-monthly exam.
The vision in my right eye has improved this
year 20/300 to 20/160. Still legally blind, I
suspect, but a little less blind.”

Mike Glicksohn recently informed a wide
circle of friends that he is fighting cancer,
after being diagnosed with a tumor in the
right ureter (the tube which joins one kidney
to the bladder). He stated tests show no can-
cer in the kidneys themselves. He is tenta-
tively scheduled for surgery in February to
remove the ureter and the right kidney.


mailto:hugobases@laconiv.org



Factors.com
Http://brickcare.dementiaradio.org/




8 File 770: 146

ment for this year’s Capclave (Washington,
DC), where Howard Waldrop and Teresa &
Patrick Nielsen Hayden were GoH. I named
him Izzard for Teresa & Patrick’s fanzine.
For the rest of the weekend he was like a
part of me. I certainly was part of him. Geri
Sullivan reached the con ten minutes before
her docent tour. She put down her luggage
and we followed her in. Mike Willmoth
made shadow pictures on people’s backs
when we stood before a side light. Ctein said
labeling a piece “digital” didn’t say all we
needed; what’s it made of, for purposes of
preservation and display?

With no Fanzine Lounge, I held a Cur-
rent Fanzines Kaffeeklatsch. I'd put round
the con a flier with color-photocopy reduc-
tions of a dozen visually interesting covers,
Banana Wings 22, Chunga 10, File 770 144,
Plokta 10/1, Probe 126, Tortoise 20. The
con sent coffee and tea. I set out butter-

A frolic took us.
Samuel Pepys

waffle biscuits and Carr’s Ginger Creams,
and spread three dozen recent issues over a
couple of tables. We discussed the place of
paper. I said, neither the telephone nor E-
mail and the Web superseded it, any me-
dium (as Marshall McLuhan might say) has
a place for what it does best. Speirs said
paper was durable. I said it was portable.
Skene agreed crudzining seemed to have
fled to the Internet. I commended Guy
Lillian’s reviews in The Zine Dump. People
picked up things and made notes.

Dinner, the Locus Awards. Charlie
Brown began, “Thank you for inviting me to
this literary conference in China,” with sev-
eral more false starts. Doherty said “Thanks
to all the authors, first comes the book.”
Ellen Datlow sent a message “Short fiction
is the lifeblood of s-f.” There was a Hawai-
ian Shirt contest. I had judged the one at
Conolulu. Brown said “This isn’t a Hawai-
ian shirt, it’s an Australian shirt,” indeed
bearing a map of Australia. Hartwell drew
more applause for his tie. Brown pulled up
Samuels for his paisley vest. John Varley
was the only pro among other finalists Steve
Forty, Samuels, and Standlee. Forty wore a
shirt he got at Conolulu. Standlee danced.
Varley got first prize, a banana autographed
by Brown. From the audience, “Brilliance is
the most important thing.” Connie Willis
said “I can’t believe you all liked Charlie’s
Chihuahua joke.” Arthur Taylor said “No,
we’re Canadians, we were just nice to him.”
Dark gingerbread in the Hospitality Suite. A
peach-cider fountain at the CascadiaCon
party. James Daugherty explained digitally-
filtered photos for his new HP printer that

could do five blacks. Filksinging at 3 a.m.,
Sue Koziel on flute, the Loch Tay boat song.
And so to bed.

The making of these mistakes is
part of the price paid by those who
reject the homely, avoid the
obvious, and look about for the
imposing.

Fowler

At 11 a.m. on Sunday was Ferrari’s do-
cent tour. When the con opened his work
was stuck in Customs. He showed color
images on a lapsize computer. Now all was
well. Artists had work-in-progress tables
along the walls. Aurora-winning Tim Ham-
mell showed his collection The Inner Mind
next to a print of the cover picture from his
portfolio, under broken blue spheres in a
serpentine gulf a small man in a skiff. We
could see how the cover used more-
saturated colors. Dan O’Driscoll had hung
his “Starship Athene” (Best S-F) next to his
streamlined atmospheric ship for the Febru-
ary 2004 Asimov’s. Ferrari pointed to the
darkest spots all next to the brightest spots,
the exhaust and the highlights at the nose.
“I'm really interested in color and light,” he
said; “I'm a terrible draftsman.” San Jose
won Westercon LX unopposed.

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s
Court. 1 had called it an s-f classic; I asked
people if they thought it was s-f, and why.
Hank Morgan the Yankee introduces tech-
nology, they said, and indeed we’re shown
its effects. I asked, should we rename our
maxim Mark Twain’s Law? No: he didn’t
formulate it; he applied it, but Clarke said
“Sufficiently advanced technology can be
indistinguishable from magic.” How care-
fuily Twain painted all the bigotry for pur-
poses of his art! He knew the inventions
would have to go away. So they were
brought by Morgan, who never compre-
hended the Church or the aristocracy, to him
only clowns and goons; he won followers
but lacked friends; Twain set this up to bring

who’d been showing his portfolio to visiting
publishers, chatted about commerce. It
seems, he said, to try selling a book to peo-
ple who already like that kind of thing. Isn’t
that the low end, I asked, selling the already-
sold? Isn’t the high end showing us what’s
interesting about something we hadn’t
thought to be interested in? Two Boston fans
who’d been in the Yankee discussion further
explored early s-f classics. I favored Frank-
enstein for first, Verne for founder. Yet
they, and Huxley the poet, Wells the
preacher, didn’t ignite the rocket to take off.
We seem with Gemsback — knowingly or
not on Verne’s foundation — to have started
an art of possibility, which is science, and
hope as well as warning. In the Hospitality
Suite, Roger Wells liked how I'd said in
Vanamonde that, at what our crowd calls an
s-f con, we don’t offer tickets to gawk.
Donna McMahon led the discussion of
Slan. Tt has action, she said. It has drama
and a series of bold strokes. McMahon said
Slan showed superior intelligence requiring
empathy. Tom Veal wondered how much it
met with resistance to the theory of evolu-
tion. Tom Craig asked, do all books have to
have a deep philosophical meaning? I had
wondered about the tendrilless-slan empire,
and about their character, as the author
meant me to, one of the great stunts under
Poe’s “Purloined Letter”. Re-reading can be
important. McMahon criticized didactic
speeches in the second half of the book, but

It would be wise to be skeptical
even of skepticism.

Clarke

The most precise and flexible in
the world.

Stravinsky

Morgan down, solving time-travel with
tragedy. Twain’s endless, matchless joking
was at home in a heart big enough for it, for
compassion, and for a craftsman’s love. He
wrote about writing. Use the right word, he
said, not its cousin.

In the halls, a harlequin and an Imperial
TIE-fighter pilot. A local graphic artist,

in fact they are revelatory of the speakers.
No less a stylist than Harlan Ellison has
written that Van Vogt was a giant, the well-
spring of wonder. His dazzling power of
invention is not his only literary virtue.

I went to hear “Evolution of the S-F
Con”, Bobbie DuFault, Jason Sallay of Con-
Version, Standlee. Standlee said Baycon and
Animé-Con both grew. DuFault said we
should on the one hand look for commonal-
ity, and on the other hand promote the shar-
ing of subfandoms. “I'm bringing Steve
Forty’s Gestetner machines to Cascadi-
aCon,” she said, “to support a part of fan-
dom I don’t even participate in.” She stayed
for the next hour to take NASFiC questions.
Sallay had talked of pursuing one’s passion.
What, I asked him, about things one simply
finds amusing? He said Calgary had felt
hard economic realities. No doubt this was
true. But as an amateur teacher I had learned
the old rule A well-taught class fills, a
badly-taught class empties. He said Con-
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Bernie Zuber
March 4, 1933-October 14, 2005
Obituary by David Bratman

Bernie (short for Bernard, a name he rarely
used) Zuber died in October at the age of 72,
of respiratory failure after struggling to re-
cover from multiple surgeries, at Arcadia
Methodist Hospital in the L.A. area.

He'd been a member of LASFS from
1956, writing and drawing (Bernie was al-
ways an active artist) for Apa-L, Shaggy,
and (in its fanzine days) Locus. But he is
best known in fandom for his Tolkien-
related activities. He was one of the "dirty
old men" (then in their mid 30s!) who were
active in the Mythopoeic Society in its early
years after its founding in 1967, mostly
coming in from LASFS, attracted as much
by the young women in the group as by its
activities.

But Bernie was serious about Tolkien,
whose work he found reflected his own
Christian faith. He was the first art editor of
the MythSoc journal Mythlore and wrote a
lot for it and other MythSoc publications,
doing what he could to improve the quality
of the editing. He served on the early Myth-
con committees and boosted a Myth-
Soc/SCA fringe art-fandom group called the
Neo-Pre-Raphaelite Guild.

In 1977 Bernie and his then-wife Teny
became fan publicity agents for the then-
impending Ralph Bakshi film of The Lord of
the Rings, giving slide shows at conventions
and passing on the producers' assurance that
the finished film would look better than that.
But Bernie turned straw into gold by con-
verting his film fan group into an independ-
ent network of clubs called the Tolkien Fel-
lowships. He ran it for several years, editing
and writing (essentially single-handedly) its
fanzine, The Westmarch Chronicle, until
1982. He also assembled a small array of
Tolkien experts to write and vet questions
for The Tolkien Quiz Book by Bart Andrews,
published by NAL in 1979, on which Bernie
received co-author credit. This book was
both accurate and imaginative; it was ubig-
uitous in Tolkien fandom for a while, be-
cause due to a distributor error everyone on
Bernie's reviewer list got a box of thirty
copies.

In the mid-80s Bernie suffered a severe
recurrence of bipolar disorder that had inter-
mittently affected him for years. He was
hospitalized for some time and dropped out
of fandom. But new drugs brought his con-
dition under control, he moved to a commu-
nal living facility in Pasadena and stayed in
occasional touch with old friends, participat-
ing in MythSoc discussion groups, drawing
occasional psychedelic Tolkien-inspired art,

and running a small e-mail list called the
Shire Post. His main activities in later years,
though, were in artists' and jazz circles and
the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill.
Bernie was short, already graying when I
met him in 1976, and wore glasses and a
small trim beard. He was always intellectu-
ally curious, read widely, and was a good
clear expository writer with warm prose and
perceptive thoughts. Unlike most fans, he
didn't always use a typewriter; also unlike
most fans, he had clear, elegant handwriting.
Bernie had been born in Paris; his mother
was French and his father a U.S. embassy
official. He went to art school and served a
stint in the U.S. Army in his youth. Burial
is at the Veterans' Memorial Cemetery in
Riverside, CA.
- David Bratman

Irv Koch

Irv Koch, the second southern fan I ever met
(the first was Don Markstein, both at the
1972 Worldcon) passed away November 19
at the age of 58. He had not had any recent
major health problems and his wife, Kay
Pinckney, said he died peacefully while
taking a nap. He and Pinckney had been
married almost nine years.

Koch was an active organizer of conven-
tions and clubs, primarily in Tennessee
where he chaired the 1976-1979 Chattacons
and returned as Fan GoH in 1985. He also
chaired the 1984 DeepSouthCon in Chatta-
nooga. He worked on the 1979 NASFiC in
Louisville, and served as special assistant to
Mike Rogers at the 1986 Worldcon in At-
lanta where he bankrolled Filthy Pierre’s
invention of his now-ubiquitous flyer
boards.

His undeniable record of leadership was
created by a combination of persistence and
a quirky way of turning setbacks into oppor-
tunities. For example, Koch explained in a
con publication how he got “Weaponscon”
off the ground:

“T was wandering around Xanadu [a
convention] with nothing to do but talk
about neat ideas for SF cons. 1 had about
five, but the one that people actually wanted
to do was reactionary. Other cons’ commit-
tees started behaving like the dullest of mun-
danes; they’d taken to banning this and stop-
ping that and generally forgetting what fan-
dom was. Banning was and is merely the
focal point of such.” Koch disapproved the
trend toward banning or peacebonding
weapons at conventions and found enough
like-minded fans to make a con with rules to
their liking.

For awhile Koch was a member of Knos-
sos, the Mythopoeic Society’s Washington
DC-area discussion group, until he moved

back to Tennessee in 1996. While he was in
DC, the group ran the 1994 Mythcon.

Koch chaired the Charlotte in 2004
Worldcon bid, which lost to Boston. I came
to admire him at that point in his life as the
kind of fan who had consistently proved he
had a passion for fandom greater than any
adversity that came his way.

Barry Bard

Phoenix fan Barry Bard passed away Octo-
ber 7. He had been fighting illnesses for
over a year, according to Mike Willmorth.

For years, Barry was a familiar figure
manning a huckster table at southwestern
U.S. conventions. He was Film & Video
Editor for ConNotations, news publication
of the Central Arizona Science Fiction Soci-
ety. He also built a reputation coordinating
movie previews and for arranging promo-
tional freebies to be given away at local
conventions. Barry was Comic-Con Interna-
tional: San Diego’s Freebie Coordinator for
many years.

Kelly Turner
Kelly Turner passed away September I8
while under medical care for a sudden,
catastrophic illness. He was 43 years old.
Kelly is survived by his mother, Rosetta
Turner, three older siblings, and by his life
partner, Tom Grossinger.

Turner was an active fan and costumer in
the 70’s, 80’s, and early 90’s. He was part of
the crew that built the “V’Ger Flyby” sets
for Star Trek: The Motion Picture in 1979,
He worked on the committees of Costume-
Con 1 and 2, and chaired Costume-Con 6.
He was Masquerade Director for the 1986
Westercon in San Diego.

He was the managing editor of the first
nine editions of The Whole Costumer’s
Catalogue. He also was the editor of Cos-
tumer’s Quarterly for the ICG for several
years. He competed in the Master division,
and his costume credits include The Egyp-
tian Gods, Pyrogenesis, Turn of a Friendly
Card, and Night on Bald Mountain.

Kelly worked in the video game industry.
Over the last 20 years, he has worked in
virtually every aspect of development and
production at such companies as Atari, P.F.
Magic, Virgin Interactive, Rhythm & Hues,
The 3DO Company, and Eidos. [[From
information posted to Smofs]]

In Passing

Linda Ann Moss passed away July 12.1
wanted to acknowledge it here.

Stanley Sutton, long time SF fan and
reader of Chronicles of the Dawn Patrol,
died of a massive heart attack on December
1. He is survived by his wife, Kathy.
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other genres." Nope. I said that some au-
thors believe that. I do not, and have said so
in print half a dozen times. I will have some-
thing like 15 books out in 2006 -- novels,
reprints, collections, non-fiction, and an-
thologies -- and I'll be using my own name
on all of them, as I have for the past three
decades.

See you here next issue, after he screws
up what I say yet again.

[[Sorry File 770 was guilty of leading
people in the wrong direction. Knowing you
left that work behind long ago, 1 hadn't
stopped to think that other readers might
come away from the conreport with an im-
pression that you still write adult novels
after all these years as a leading figure in
the sf field. Rereading the report, I see it
was left for the reader to supply the context.
That'’s a problem because a number of File
770 readers have never heard about your
career firsthand. My apologies!]]

Brad Foster

File 770 #145 came in last week, and even if
it arrives out less often than in the past, still
just as packed with good reading as ever.

Loved that back cover piece from Can-
field! Appeals to my background of combi-
nation architecture and goofy cartoonist.

The opening notes on new homes for the
zine ‘collections of Patten and Horvat were
good to read. but bring up the question of
something I've not heard about in a while --
any update on what happened with Harry
Warner’s zines, books, etc?

[[I’m following the story, but for the time
being there isn’t any substantial change that
needs publication.]]

In your medical updates, if you want to
put a short good notice along with the sur-
geries and such of graying fandom, I had a
full physical a few months back on hitting
50, my first full physical in quite sometime,
and seem to be in pretty good shape, so
hoping I can continue to bug people with my
weird little doodles for a few more decades.
(Keep the weight down, get at least a little
exercise, don't smoke, keep the alcohol in-
take low... it's worth it!)

Stevestiles.com was a fun visit... and just
another poke-in-the-eye to get my ass going
on getting something of my own up on line.
As per the last few locs, I am working on
it...really, I am!

I do have a bit of a correction for you
with regards to one small part of your No-
reascon 4 report. You pass along a story by
Teddy Harvia about a bet he and I made
about doing cartoons with cute aliens versus
nudes. It is a great little story, but I couldn't
recall any of that stuff at all when i read it.

There was so much there to forget, I was a
little worried 1 was indeed getting older
faster than I thought, so asked Teddy about
it. He pointed out I was okay, no memory
loss (at least no extra memory loss!), and
that he had been talking about B. Ware, not
B. Foster. (I might add I am surprised at the
result of their little test, as if I had been de-
bating this point, I would have thought hu-
mor would win over nekkid every time. Of
course, there are too many extra variables to
control which piece of art gets into print first
beyond the actual art itself to call it all into
question as a valid experiment. But, as you
say, an excellent fannish story. Just got to
get the cast right.)

Phil Castora

Well, I'll start at the beginning -- the cover.
Beautifully drawn and delightfully silly.
(And the furry on the left and the statue on
the right are a little sexy, in the bargain.)

Next is your Editorial Notes, with two
more pictures of Sierra. Whatever you and
Diana have been doing right, keep it up!

In your (excellent) Noreascon report you
mention Teddy Harvia’s saying that fanedi-
tors prefer artwork with cute aliens, while
Brad Foster said they prefer nudes. So you
used a drawing that included a cute alien, or
at least non-human, certainly not dressed for
an audience with the pope, and also a nude,
if only a statue. Your mommy didn’t raise
any dummies!

Mention of Frank Kelly-Freas’s interior
illos for Robert Heinlein’s Double Star re-
minds me that he also did a cover painting
for the first installment -- and another for the
third! I have a very vague memory of read-
ing another story with two cover illos, but I
have no idea of where, when, or by whom.

So Anne McCaffrey is a Grand Master?
Well, to quote Ted Johnstone when the first
landing was made on the Moon, “We’re
living in the future.” Yes, I understand that
the word “mistress” has some inappropriate
connotations, but when there are separate
masculine and feminine forms of a word,
I'm left to wonder why feminists and other
Politically Correct persons always pick the
masculine form to become “gender neutral”.
And why are college graduates still given
“bachelor’s” degrees???

Millennicon “Space Opera” panelists and
their audience agreed that the stories in the
Ace Double Novels were “excellent exam-
ples of space opera.” Weren’t most of them
reprinted from Planet Stories? I'm reminded
of a review by P. Schuyler Miller in As-
tounding. He was great -- he never gave
away an ending, and he loved space opera,
but after reading his review you’d know

whether you’d like the story or not. Once he
reviewed a space opera by Gardner F. Fox,
which he said was very good despite the
“comic bookish science” -- he was probably
unaware that Fox made most of his money
writing comic book scripts.

Old acquaintance (how long has it
been?!) Robert Lichtman seems to think I
meant few readers were aware how long ago
Walt Willis wrote The Improbable Irish; 1
must not have made myself clear (for which,
alas and woe, there is more precedent than I
care to admit); in fact, I meant that the book,
written a third of a century ago, was not
likely to be known of by fans, and that of
those who were familiar with it some might
not have known it was by Willis. But I thank
him for the e-dress from where it’s avail-
able; as soon as I can afford the $5 for a
copy, I'll order one.

Overall, just another of your superb jobs.
Oh, and the art was at least as good as the
writing. Thanks bushels! Please keep it up!

Alexis Gilliland

The local news, of course, involves a fan
feud in the club. Enclosed is a flyer handed
out at last night’s [November 4] WSFA
meeting which describes the background.
Not included in the flyer are Ted White’s
charges, made on the WSFA list and on his
usual internet forums, that my wife, Lee, is
seriously crazy, a madwoman who banned
him from our house because he, Ted, had
joined WSFA. This demonstrable falsehood
acquired some transient credibility when
Lee made no answer on the internet. How-
ever, during the meeting, Lee asked Barry
Newton, the trustee who signed off on Ted’s
application for membership, and Bob
MclIntosh, the treasurer who accepted the ten
dollars proffered in his behalf (from Walter
Miles), if they knew that Ted had been
banned from the club when they accepted
him into the club. Barry and Bob both said
no, and with that, the fan feud vanished into
air, think air, along with any support the
club had for Ted. It is obviously far more
persuasive that Ted would have joined
WSFA after Lee banned him from our house
than that Lee would ban Ted because he had
joined WSFA. Next day, on the WSFA list,
when Barry asked Ted why he had not men-
tioned the fact that he had been banned from
the Gilliland’s on his application, Ted re-
plied that then he might not have been ac-
cepted as a member. Tsk tsk. I understand
Barry was not pleased.

[[Before I decided to keep this is a loc
instead of working it into a news item, |
checked the Washington SF Association
meeting minutes. Those for October 21by
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And. of course, the Nebula Awards Week-
end 2005, Millennicon 19 (I'm glad H.L.
Drake finally got to hear some funny filk;
Tom Smith is good, but I also like Michael
Longcor & 1 have his Rudyard Kipling CD,
btw; and the David Drake background was
interesting), Technicon 22 (focus on Lois
McMaster Bujold, one of my favorite au-
thors), & Westercon reports. (I always en-
joy the panel reports, btw.)

I also enjoyed all the photos, illos, and
cartoons, including the cartoon at the end
(End of fanzine * Do not remove staples)
and the back cover.

Tim Marion

Just received the latest File 770 today and
am relieved that I have not somehow fallen
off your mailing list again. I'm so out of
touch with fandom now that I wouldn't even
know if I had. Only you, Robert Lichtman
and Bruce Gillespie still have the patience to
keep me on their mailing lists.

Just wanted to write and tell you when I
received it and to note that, Wowie, Zowie -
-- 50 pages! 50 pages of this impeccable
layout, scintillating news, and oh, that art!

So far I have only had time to pe-
ruse/scan, but wanted to tell you quickly that
I think you were a mite mistaken in your
write-up about Mike Horvat. 1 don't know
that he ever did South of the Moon --- if he
did, it was no doubt during the time I was
(even more) out of fandom (during the 80s
and 90s). But he certainly didn't start the apa
listing fanzine in the 70s --- that distinction
goes to Larry Nielson, whom I understand
has long since passed. Then, Richard Small
did it for one impressive issue before he
succumbed to cancer (in 1975) and passed it
along to me. I did several issues before be-
coming frustrated and passing it along to
another party.

I think the biggest problem with doing
the apa index zine was that people who
weren't members of the apas they were writ-
ing about would nonetheless guess about or
give me old information. If such a person
wrote me after a person giving me accurate
information, the more recently received (i.e.,
false) information would take precedent. As
I didn't know which was the accurate infor-
mation and which was old or incorrect, not
being a member of every apa, this had a
tendency to make me look incompetent. I
think a future editor stated that he would
take information only from those who were
actually members of the apa they were writ-
ing about, and that he preferred to have an
actual copy of the official organ to the apa.

I do think something like that should be
done today, even if only as a web listing.

The last 1 knew, someone in Florida was
doing something called The New Moon Di-
rectory. I doubt that he is still doing it, and
he swallowed without response my inquiry
or two regarding same.

But anyway, that's all 1 have to say for
the moment. Thanks for printing the (bad)
news about Fred Kuhn, as well as the other
obituaries. Darrell Schweitzer's letter was
funny and a good response.

I didn't understand Craig Miller's joke in
your Noreascon 4 report, unless he was
referring to Edward G. Robinson and the
movie Soylent Green. (Sorry! 1 am actually
trying to, in a smartass but gentle way, point
out that you had typoed the actor's name as
"Edgar G. Robinson." May seem like a
trivial thing, but it can (potentially) drive
crazy someone like myself who has a perfect
memory and keeps getting disbelieved by
those with poorer memories...)

I guess I should add that I really appreci-
ated the amount of detail in your Worldcon
report --- very entertaining, and the vivid
descriptions of the art were interesting. (I
know, my nose looks brown, but I mean it
sincerely.)

The "Retro Hugo" for Chesley Bonestell
is confusing, as I seem to recall (and I never
get tired of telling people this, even when
they act like they don't believe me) reading
in one of the first fanzines I ever received,
back in the early 70s, that he had received a
Hugo and a visitor to Bonestell's home saw
that he kept it on the back of his commode. 1
thought that indicated a rather disrespectful
attitude toward fandom in general and his
fans in particular, but perhaps the rest of his
abode was filled with artwork and that was
the only space he had left to display? Just a
thought.

[[I checked back — Bonestell got a Spe-
cial Committee Award, but he received a
Hugo rocket for the physical award. Since
then tradition and the rules have changed to
keep Worldcons from giving the rocket for
anything besides a Hugo.]]

Martin Morse Wooster

I'm glad you published excerpts from James
Bacon's Worldconomicon. That was one of
the better TAFF reports in recent years. In
fact, all the energy that the British are put-
ting into TAFF deserves our respect. Per-
haps maybe an American will publish a trip
report? I'm really looking forward to read-
ing Vijay Bowenss....

I suppose 1 should say Something about
Capclave. I didn't go last year, since the con
that year was held in a distant suburb in
Virginia. But in 2005 Capclave moved to
the Silver Spring Hilton, which is the closest

hotel to my house. So I went, and had a
pretty good time. Howard Waldrop was an
amiable GoH. although the promised lim-
ited-edition Waldrop chapbook (which led at
least one Australian collector to buy a Cap-
clave membership) has not yet been pub-
lished. WSFA Press did publish Future
Washington, an original anthology of stories
set in Washington. There were a great many
high-powered pros in attendance, and a
well-stocked dealer’s room. There were also
three Worldcon bidding parties. Official
attendance was 337.

Capclave is scheduled to be at this hotel
for at least one more year, and possibly
longer. The con was certainly an improve-
ment over 2003.

John Purcell

Many thanks for continuing File 770. The
145th installment is the only one that I have
actually taken the time to download and read
(I even printed it out doublesided to get that
old, dead tree fmz feel again), and I am glad
1 did. Some comments are in order, though.

I absolutely love the cover! Taral has
long been a favorite fan artist of mine, and I
know that he had been nominated for the
Hugo before in that category back in my
more active fanac years. Has he ever won
the best fan artist award? I'm still pushing
Ken Fletcher for best fan artist; a most de-
serving and unsung fannish mind who needs
to be recognized for the talented artist that
he is. But I have been so long out of the
fannish loop that I dont know who's been
nominated and won since the late Eighties.
Onward to the Internet to look up a listing of
Hugo winners over the years...

The various con reports were a welcome
read, and reminded me why I rarely attended
actual programming items (mostly boring)
unless I either knew the people on the panel
or was really interested in the subject being
discussed (such as a display and discussion
of Hannes Bok's artwork or the scandals of
Sth fandom). If I remember correctly, DavE
Romm had the brainstorm of planning spon-
taneous instant non-programming items that
would occur randomly at all hours of the
day and night in hotel hallways during Mini-
cons. Surgical Glove Fandom was born of
one such non-event in the now-defunct and
razed Hotel Leamington. Those were great
years. I must get back up there again one
day for a Minicon, which I cannot believe is
now at number 41! Unreal.

As always, the obituaries and health no-
tices of long-time fans and writers made me
keenly aware of the graying of fandom and
of my own mortality (knock on wood). Just
this past week I learned of the death of
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