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Linneman, Allan Stewart, Julian Warner
(four of them are past DUFF winners!)

2011: Seattle is bidding. There is a web
page and a flyer, neither of which names any
committee members. Not that the names are
really a secret, and as the bid gets more seri-
ous they may even be advertised. They pro-
pose to hold the con in August 2011 at the
Washington State Convention and Trade
Center located in Downtown Seattle.

2012: The former Chicago in 2008 bid
has emerged Phoenix-like from the ashes and
become a 2012 bid. The committee report-
edly mailed Valentines to its supporters con-
taining this announcement:

“As with many great stories, endings also
bring new beginnings. While this notice to
you is the final act of our bid for the 2008
Worldcon...we also bring you news of the
future. We wish to let you, the folks that we
love. know that we’ll be back and better than
ever. We have decided to launch a new bid
and will be campaigning to bring the 2012
Worldcon home to the town we all love. The
new bid will officially get underway in 2008
at the Worldcon in Denver (Denvention3).
We hope that you will love and support that
bid as you have done this one. We look for-
ward to your continued support!”

Some fans heard at last year’s Balticon
that Washington, D.C. had shifted its sights
from 2011 to 2012. Martin Morse Wooster
recently wrote, “As you know, Washington’s
Worldcon bid collapsed because in part there
wasn’t a hotel near our new convention cen-
ter.” Outsiders also have speculated that part
of the reason is that Denvention chair Kent
Bloom, a former DC smof, is making some
of his friends very busy with his 2008
Worldcon. Speculation extends to the idea
that a DC bid might be officially launched at

Denvention. Meanwhile, the old DC in 2011 |

website has been abandoned and the domain
name is up for sale.

The Washington Post reported in the Feb-
ruary 19 issue: “With convention attendance
decreasing and convention-booked hotel
rooms fewer than predicted, politicians, de-
velopers and tourism officials are eager to
move ahead with plans to build a 1,400-room
hotel, the biggest in the city, connected by a
tunnel to the convention center.

“*Every day there’s not a shovel in the
ground is costing us business,” said William
A. Hanbury. president and chief executive of
the Washington D.C., Convention & Tour-
ism Corp.. who estimates that the lack of a
hotel has cost more than $200 million in
convention trade....

“Construction on the Washington conven-
tion center project was supposed to start this
fall and be completed in 2010. But now the
earliest that ground could be broken is next
winter, that would be the hotel would proba-

bly open in 2011.”

In a companion article, the Post reported
the Washington D.C. convention center ex-
pects to lose $22 million in 2007. Wooster,
who sent the clippings, adds “[Note] that the
failing convention center is cutting their
rates. Maybe this will make Worldcons here
more affordable!”

2013: A Texas in 2013 bid “exploratory
committee” is chaired by Bill Parker. Karen
Meschke posted that they are looking at sites
in Fort Worth, Houston and San Antonio.

Craige Howlett announced his bid for a
2013 Worldcon in San Jose at the recent
Smofcon in Kansas City, reported Jack
Avery in SFSF 36. Although Howlett is a
board member of San Francisco Science
Fiction Conventions, Inc., the bid is not as
yet being undertaken by the corporation that
ran ConFrancisco and ConJose. “If I can
prove to the board of SFSFC that there are
enough people to back the bid, they will fully
support me, but 'm not expecting their sup-
port until the summer of 2008.”

Smofcon churned with rumors of a Min-
neapolis Worldcon bid. You see, 2013 is
also the year 5773 in the Hebrew Calendar,
so it would synchronize with the long-
standing Minneapolis in ’73 bid. Is anybody
serious about this? Seth Breidbart is in-
volved, which means pretty much anything
might happen.
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Medical Updates
NESFA archivist Kelly Persons was recov-
ering from a broken bone in her ankle at the
time of the February 4 NESFA. [IM 781]

Last issue should have reported Mike
Glicksohn’s good news, dating back to July.
He wrote in a letter to Vegas Fandom
Weekly:

“The surgeon says the biopsy was nega-
tive: no signs of bladder cancer and he's
given me a (temporary) clean bill of health.
So thanks for all those good wishes and good
vibes you all sent this way: they seem to
have worked!

“Il have to be tested every three months

and there's always the chance that cancer
might appear on my left side but for today i
can breathe easier than I have in months.”

Porter Becomes Part

of Medical Establishment

Report by Andrew Porter: Former SF
Chronicle editor/publisher Andy Porter was
diagnosed with obstructive jaundice on De-
cember 10th. He had a medical procedure
two days later and was subsequently found to
have a cancerous growth on his bile duct a
week later. On January 19th, he had a
"Whipple Procedure” (a Pancreati-
coduodenectomy) which qualifies as major
surgery, at Memorial Sloan Kettering Hosital
in New York City.

He was discharged on January 28th, but
subsequently developed complications which
resulted in another hospital stay, from Febru-
ary 17th to the 23rd. Having lost 20 pounds
in less than that number of days, a CAT scan
showed fluid leaking from the incisions of
the January 19th operation accumulating
around the pancreas. A drain was installed,
Porter was put on Cipro, and he was again
discharged. Until the fluid dries up, all
thoughts of chemotherapy have been post-
poned. Eventually Porter hopes to continue
in the life science fictional that he's been
living for the past many decades.

One good thing has come out of all this:
Porter now weighs less than he did when, at
age 18 in 1964, he registered for the draft.
Lean, but not so mean.  ++ Andrew Porter

Fannish Bookplates Online
Artwork by George Barr is featured in a
recent entry at Lewis Jaffe’s blog “Bookplate
Junkie .”” There’s also an example of a book-
plate used by Ozzie Train, once a leading
Philadelphia fan. The URL is:

http://bookplatejunkie.blogspot.com/

Joyous News
Joy V. Smith’s article “Selling a Cool Book
About the House That Joy Built” is #2 in the
2006 Preditors & Editors poll--Non-fiction
category. Her short story, “Pretty Pink
Planet.” is #13 (tie) in the P&E Short Story
SF category.

Chattacon Artists in Tax Ruckus
Artists who sent art to Chattacon (January
20-22) have now received a letter from the
Tennessee Department of Revenue saying
they are delinquent on 9.25% sales tax.
which TDR estimates at $500 (per artist),
according to Bruce Miller on Smofs. The
artists don't know whether Chattacon col-
lected any taxes at the time of sale. Other
Tennessee cons, such as LibertyCon. handle
sales tax themselves.


http://bookplatejunkie.blogspot.com/
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It's a Book! Kent State Publishes Diana’s Study of the Inklings
Amazon Stands on Its Hind Legs and Does Backflips

-

Two heavy boxes from Diana’s publisher
landed on porch late in February and we
could finally say — Diana’s book is out! We
shot video of Diana unwrapping the first
copies. Sierra and a little friend put on fancy
hats danced around the living room. There
was ice cream for everyone!

The Company They Keep: C. S. Lewis and
J. R. R Tolkien as Writers in Community is
Diana’s study of the Inklings writing group.
The publisher has been accepting pre-orders
since last fall and the copies will be in read-
ers’ hands by mid-March.

It’s a hardcover. Diana hoped the first
printing would be in paper to keep the price
down and so reach a wider readership. In-
stead, Kent State University Press conserva-
tively chose to do a hardcover first edition to
appeal to library buyers. Diana has done
everything she can think of to market the
book to friends, fans and scholars in hopes
that a surge of immediate interest will en-
courage Kent State to consider a paperback
reprint sooner than later. The early burst of
sales did prompt Kent State to send out dou-
ble the usual number of review copies.

Looking for other hints that pre-order
sales were going well. Diana found that
when Amazon gets a bunch of pre-orders it
starts doing all kinds of wonderful pre-
programmed marketing tricks. For example,
Amazon keeps track of books selling well in
pre-orders in more than two dozen sub-
categories. Diana excitedly e-mailed friends
last November, “1 just discovered that The
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Company They Keep is ranked number 14 on
Amazon UK's list of ‘Hot Future Releases.’
How cool is that.” It later reached #8. On
February 21, Amazon (U.S.) had The Com-
pany They Keep ranked #55 on the Hot New
Releases sub-sub-list for Literature & Fic-
tion/ History & Criticism/ Criticism & The-
ory. .
That same February day it rocketed back
up the Amazon bestseller list from 602,000
to 117,449. Did you know Amazon ranks its
entire inventory? I first heard that years ago
when Tom Veal said his book on pension
plans was something like the 800,000 best-
selling book on Amazon. The website states
these figures are updated hourly. How many
sales does it take to move somebody half-a-
million places in a day? I couldn’t tell you
although I hope the answer is thousands. Of
course, it might be only one or two...

Maybe the jump happened because the
cover art finally went online, the most eye-
catching feature of any Amazon webpage.
Cover art for Diana’s book was finished
what seemed to us quite late in the process
and the image sent to Amazon in January.
We haven’t been this anxious and impatient
for something to happen since Sierra was
born.

The lack of cover art did not seem to have
kept other internet marketing tools from
running. David Bratman subscribes to Ama-
zon’s notification service and receives e-mail
about selected authors or categories of
books. On December 22, an Amazon robot

correlated David’s past purchases with data
about forthcoming books and sent him this e-
mail:

“We've noticed that customers who have
expressed interest in ‘Interrupted Music: The
Making Of Tolkien's Mythology’ by Veriyn
Flieger have also ordered ‘The Company
They Keep: C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien
as Writers in Community’ by Diana Pavlac
Glyer. For this reason, you might like to
know that Diana Pavlac Glyer's "The Com-
pany They Keep: C. S. Lewis and J. R. R.
Tolkien as Writers in Community.’"

Bratman sent a copy of the e-mail to both
authors. Flieger wrote Diana: “Good for both
of us! And thanks, David, for showing me
the company 1 keep.”

The Amazon website also bundles books
in two-fer sales. When I’ve checked the pro-
gress of Diana’s book ['ve often found it
pairs up with scholarly works about Tokien. |
really like seeing Diana’s book matched with
the latest edition of C.S. Lewis’s published
letters, on the theory that Diana gets more
help from the arrangement than Professor
Lewis.

And don’t forget the Amazon Associates
program. Lynn Maudlin explained that as a
member of the program she promotes se-
lected mythopoeic books on her website and
gets paid up to 8.5% of the selling price of
items through these links. Lynn said the
click-through purchase is credited to her site
if something is bought on Amazon within a
few hours.

Every Amazon customer knows the site
doesn’t simply offer to sell you books, it
erupts with an extravaganza of visual bells
and whistles the moment you show the least
interest in any of the company’s million
products. Book buyers like me find Ama-
zon’s features alternately amusing. interest-
ing or helpful. Never until Diana’s book
came on the market did | wonder expectantly
about how any of them would change from
week to week. Amazon gets exciting when
your own horse is in the race.
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As a paradigm for the Inklings’ inter-
actions, the author chooses “writers’
groups.” as filtered through an academic
study that sounds quite dreary but is em-
ployed usefully here. The Inklings were
not. of course, much like the neophytes
who exchange critiques, either personally
or often these days via LiveJournal, in
the hope of developing into published
authors. Almost all of them (Christopher
Tolkien, J. R. R.’s son and assistant, and
John Wain, whose work took a strongly
non-Inklingesque turn, are the excep-
tions) were mature men, already estab-
lished in their professions. The only one
whose literary career was nurtured in the
bosom of the group was C. S. Lewis’s
brother, Warren, author of several histo-
ries of the colorful goings-on at the 17"
Century court of Versailles. Moreover,
authorship was not really the center of
their association. In fact, only seven — the
Lewis brothers. Tolkien, Williams,
Barfield, Nevill Coghill and the anoma-
lous Wain ~ had any substantial output of
belles lettres. The others wrote in a
scholarly vein, in fields ranging from
Roman Britain to the history of the Brit-
ish Liberal Party to medical research, or
not at all. (An appendix by David Brat-
man usefully summarizes the life and
works of each of the 19 “recognized”
Inklings.)

Nonetheless, when presented with a new
manuscript, the Inklings worked in much the
same way as the composition-centered
groups that Dr. Glyer uses as a template. She
identifies four principal roles — “resonators™
(ugh; the term is borrowed from the afore-
mentioned academic study), “opponents,”
editors and collaborators — and shows how
the various Inklings played them, mostly vis-
a-vis the three best known figures in the
group.

The first two roles, “resonance” and
“opposition,” are two complementary aspects
of the same process. The allegedly uninflu-
enceable Tolkien offers the most carefully
worked-out illustration. What he got from
the circle who heard the “New Hobbit” read
week by week was not “sheer encourage-
ment” but a sense of direction that led to a
story not at all like the one that he was natu-
rally inclined to tell. “Without the Inklings. it
is certain that we would have more details of
Shire genealogies, more words in the Elvish
vocabulary, and fewer stories of the Third
Age of Middle-earth.”” The contrast between
The Lord of the Rings and the Silmarillion,
the latter completed long after the Inklings
had dissolved, is telling. Tolkien cut much
from The Lord of the Rings that the first
hearers did not like. such as long stretches of
“Hobbit talk™ and a saccharine epilogue.

while emphasizing the elements of quest and
adventure that he did not find especially
congenial. There cannot be many readers
who are ungrateful for the transformation.

Similarly, Charles Williams abandoned a
new novel, tentatively titled The Noises That
Weren’t There, after the first three chapters
failed to enthrall the Inklings. He then used
some of its materials as the foundation for
All Hallows’ Eve.

[H]e read it to the Inklings, chapter

by chapter, and then revised it in

response to their criticism. Most

scholars [more to the point, most
readers] consider it one of Wil-
liams’s finest works. and the Inklings
played a significant role in it from
start to finish. Tolkien notes, “I was

in fact a sort of assistant midwife at

the birth of All Hallows’ Eve, read

aloud to us as it was composed, but
the very great changes made in it

were I think mainly due to C.S.L.”

At this time, one should note, Williams
had by far the highest literary reputation of
any Inkling. We tend to think of him as an
obscure writer appealing to an exotic taste. In
the 1940’s, as Dr. Glyer reminds us. he was
widely regarded as one of England’s nonpa-
reil men of letters. T. S. Eliot was among his
fervent admirers. When Lewis called him,
following his premature death in 1945, “the

great English poet of this age.” he spoke
plausibly. While the ensuing years have
been unkind, and today, “It may be said
that in offering this magnificent compli-
ment, Lewis’s gift for friendship is more
in evidence than his gift for prophecy.”
it is remarkable that, at the height of his
career, an acclaimed novelist paid atten-
tion to criticism from comparative ama-
teurs, revised his work to please them,
and profited by the exercise.

All Hallows’ Eve serves also as an
example of the Inklings’ unpaid edito-
rial labors. The alterations for which
they are responsible, mostly proposed
orally, are recoverable only when
chance has left traces behind. Still, Dr.
Glyer assembles a suggestive list, note-
worthy for the fine sensitivity displayed
by the auditors, as when Charles Wil-
liams’s rebuke led the replacement of
Treebeard’s original expletive “crack
my timbers” by the far more Ent-like
“root and twig”.

Collaboration is where the Inklings
diverge from the “writers’ group™ para-
digm. Fledgling authors are attracted by
the idea of crafting a story together. but
the process is very hard work, one place
where many hands do not make light
work. (This reviewer has co-written two
books and knows.) Successful collabora-
tors almost always join together early in their
careers. The Inklings were past that stage,
and, save for jeux d’esprit and a few editorial
projects, their occasional ideas for collabora-
tions fell through almost as soon as they
were conceived. Lewis and Tolkien went so
far as to devise a title, Language and Human
Nature, for a volume announced for publica-
tion. If they went further, nothing of the la-
bor has survived.

Dr. Glyer elides this point — I'm not sure
why — by following the contemporary aca-
demic fad of stretching “collaboration” to
embrace a writer's entire milieu. When
“collaborators” means “agents, editors,
friends, publishers, sources, and spouses”,
and even “other thinkers, historical events,
and readers” (pp. 160-61), what is the word
still good for?

The final chapter of the book leaves liter-
ary history for more theoretical territory and
is disappointing after what has come before.
It sets up what appears to be an opposition
between “collaboration”. very broadly con-
strued, and the modern opinion, specifically
rebuked by Lewis in The Discarded Image
and elsewhere, that originality is the sine qua
non of great literature. But that can’t be the
dichotomy that Dr. Glyer has in mind. for
she puts very similar writers on both sides of
it. Goethe and Shelley “celebrate the poet as
one who invents within the rich, supportive
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Sidebar:
Roomsharing
With James
by Max

James is the sort of person who runs Young
Adult streams at Worldcons and Robert
Rankin’s fan club in the background, at the
same time as championing TAFF, moving
country, churning out articles and reviews
for fannish publications worldwide and
getting a promotion at work. In fact, I'm
pretty sure he’s got to be the only person to
do so. Given this admirable enthusiasm and
slightly disturbing tendency to steamroll
any opposition to his latest greatest plan, |
never thought he’d be quite such a sedate
room mate.

James doesn’t so much wind down as
simply stop. He’ll be sitting in a restaurant
waiting for the first course to arrive, chat-
ting away amiably one moment and the
next he’s dead to the world, face down at
the table and a prime candidate for a quick
round of human Buckaroo. ‘When he goes
to bed at a convention, though, he holds out
for a few more minutes of consciousness,
forcing his eyes open for long enough to
skim through the latest stash of fanzines,
send a text or two to Simoné and root

through the three ton bag of books he’s had
you bring up to the room on your last visit.

I don’t mind this at all. 1 like to think
I'm a fairly accommodating room sharer
and I tend to push bedtime back to the last
possible moment myself. The problem with
sharing with James is that getting to sleep is
a race, and he’s damn fast. Eyes shut. Five,
four, three two, one... launch snoring. “If 1
snore, just punch me,” he says. “That’s
what Simoné does.”

[F?! The first problem with this is I'm
not actually that keen on punching a sleep-
ing man, particularly when he’s my friend.
The second problem is, it doesn’t work
anyway. Neither do random shoves, they
just elicit a grunt, a pause, and a continua-
tion of the snores.

James laughed at me for putting on a hat
to keep warm in bed but the muffling prop-
erties of said hat are a nice complement to
the warmth it offers. If you're really fast
and determined it is possible to fall asleep
first and not be disturbed by the snores and
if you’re tired enough (going to bed at 4
a.m. and racing to be first in the bathroom
and therefore into bed works well) then a
decent sleep can be earned. I learnt fast and
slept much better on Saturday and Sunday
than on Friday.

What particularly surprised me about
James was the lack of wakefulness in the
morning. | know James to be a fairly early
riser. He gets up stupidly early for work
and he’s frequently up and about before a
lot of people at cons. When he stayed at my

house after a party he was among the first
to rise. This led me to assume that he got
up with reasonable ease when in fact he
doesn’t. While he goes from awake to
asleep in seconds, the reverse is a slow
process of warming up. | roomed with
James’ cohort and partner in crime, Stef,
last year and waking him was simple.

Compare and contrast:

“Stef.”

“Is it time to get up now?”

“Yeah.”

Stef gets up.

Rk

“James.”

Pause.

“JAMES!”

“Urgh?”

“It’s time to get up.”

“Urgh.”

Pause.

“James?”

Pause.

“JAMES!”

“Yeah... in a minute.”

I’s a lot like trying to quell the snores.
Ten minutes later, bleary eyed. he rolls onto
the floor, shambles to his feet and bumps
into the wall next to the bathroom.

“Urgh.”

5o

The inspiration for zombie-based con

programming becomes clear.

We’'re sharing again at Eastercon. I'll

pack earplugs.

gow. There were about 240 people in the
room and only a few voted against the unop-
posed bid for 2007, Convoy. It was less who
voted against the 2008 bid. so some would
think from this show of hands that perhaps
people were for Convoy, but what happened
was those who didn’t care or didn't want
Convoy, just disengaged. This wasn’t Con-
voy’s fault — they were there to answer many
questions and would have engaged, but this
was only one stage in the process of gaining
people’s confidence, one has to reiterate the
positives and of course engage and discuss
the choice as frequently as possible, without
getting frustrated.

Convoy made security and hotel two of
their main missions, and to me they seemed
to be addressing the issue adequately, al-
though I had a hard time convincing others.

They still didn’t engage properly I felt
and I said it, | found out that the web and
email engagement was also not great, but
sure each convention to their own I felt and I
had run many an Octocon with feck all web
stuff, so it’s not the be all and end all.

With the concerns still in the air people

were not joining as much as one would have
liked. Then personal things take effect: the
choice of guests was in my mind really rather
disappointing, both after ‘05 and ‘06's wide
selection and also with ‘08 having some big
names along. Like everything I write, per-
ceive and form an opinion on, this is my
personal viewpoint. It’s just when a panellist
speaks over children, refuses to show respect
for people who make an effort to actually run
programme and then insult moderators by
their behaviour, well one draws opinions. 1
never really made mention of it. I just wrin-
kled my nose and said I could think of more
appropriate guests.

So although | joined, and encouraged
others to do so, people in general were lax
about joining. Now Vince Docherty said
after analysis of the membership trend that
the Eastercon would have been OK, which is

interesting as it throws some doubt onto my-

perception of the lack of engagement being
an issue.

As summer passed. LiveJournal became
the place for people to raise issues. Unfortu-
nately there was little or no engagement of

LiveJournal by the Eastercon committee.
When issues arose about the hotel in July the
immediate responses required to quash nega-
tivity were lacking.

A fan from Liverpool whom I highly
respect posted links to news items that were
featuring the Adelphi hotel. This didn’t sur-
prise me to be honest fans are very intelli-
gent. The link went to the Liverpool Echo.

'Adelphi crimewave’

Jul 26 2006

EXCLUSIVE by Nick Coligan, Liverpool
Echo

Liverpool's Adelphi Hotel

LIVERPOOL'S Adelphi hotel is single-
handedly responsible for a huge increase in
city centre crime figures.So many thefts are
reported from the 402-room hotel in Rane-
lagh Place thar it is making the city centre
appear crime-ridden.

Tourism and council officials fear the
hotel's reputation could damage Liverpool's
image for Capital of Culture vear. But their
repeated pleas for improvements by Adelphi
management to end the five-vear crime-wave
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tee for additional members.

I chilled out in the bar on Friday night,
there was some programming going on, and
Novacon does have a single stream of pro-
gramming, but really | spent most of the
night in the bar just bouncing about, and as |
felt myself nodding off. I went to sleep.

I was sharing a room with Max, which
was good as she is a very good sort, and I get
on well with her, although she sorta claims
she isn’t the easiest person to get to know or
get to know well enough to get on well with,
but I often think this is some sort of mecha-
nism, as she’s a rather fine person and good
roommate, although 1 do try and solve or
offer solutions way too much!

Saturday was good, as fanzines were
pressed into my hand, the talk was all about
2007 and 2009, and bizarrely [ started to
introduce Hayley to various people I thought
she should know. It was good and her bid is
an interesting prospect the girl definitely has
an interesting idea, although 1 see it as un-
threatening as her big tent philosophy is
something 1 concur with, although perhaps in
a different way. (Yes Mike she actually said
BIG TENT - what a quote)

The dealer’s room was good, great value
indeed, and Mark Plummer and Claire Bri-
aley were there on behalf of Cold Tonnage
Books and they had some bargains. There
were also some free books. and I found one
or two to my liking along with some free SF
magazines. 1 found a Galaxy with a James
White story therein, always good. The book
auction was good fun, and again 1 scored
very well on the book front, and was pleased
with it.

I love getting book recommendations,
chatting about authors and books and the
dealers room is a place this always happens.
As usual I came home with a huge stack of
referrals and recommendations, and the extra
knowledge that these are recommended by
readers.

Of course I then discuss the same books
as I tart them around in the bar or wherever.
It’s good to talk about SF books and writers
even if it’s just the scandal.

The item everyone was waiting on was
the Eastercon panel. and there, much oc-
curred. 1 had started to just watch what was
going on and although [ was interested in a
fruitful result 1 needn't have worried too
much.

Chris O'Shea essentially stood up to the
plate, as ye Americanos would say, and said
he would run an Eastercon. There was con-
siderable talk and all endorsed his conven-
tion idea there and then. Despite other
thoughts and ideas it all came to nought.

A mechanism was found whereby Harry
Payne from Convoy agreeing to go onto the
new convention committee could find a con-

sistancy between Eastercons. and others
agreed to help.

By the end of the session it was clear that
concerns were ill founded, as many had
stepped up, but 1 still hoped for more, [
shouldn’t have worried, It was a late conver-
sation between Fran Dowd and Chris O'Shea
that sealed the deal, Fran Dowd would co-
chair.

Now this is a big deal. Fran Dowd is a
powerful woman in her own right, but she
has chaired TWO successful Eastercons and
is very able, and it was as if there was a con-
firmation of authority when she joined. Oth-
ers, equally able seemed to follow. There is
something about fandom that attracts strong
women but Fran is more, she is also a lis-
tener, and I always have an ear for her.

The core committee included: Co-Chairs:
Fran Dowd/Chris O'Shea, Membership:
Steve Lawson, Finance: John Dowd/Vince
Docherty, Site Team Lead: Hayley Marsden,
Operations: Eddie Cochrane, Convoy Repre-
sentative: Harry Payne.

I noted at the time that Hayley had volun-
teered for another convention; the girl has
gusto that’s for sure.

Of course. 1 went around telling people
about how young she is and courageous, yet
very focused to run a convention and how
amazing it is, and someone asked me what
age | was when I was myself first on Octo-
con's committee, and 1 was of course 18
when | was on it first, and by the time | was
21 1 was a co-chair, but sure no one in UK
fandom really notices that part of my own
SFnal CV, even if it was national convention
with over 400 people along, and a new face
is as good as a bird in the hand or something.

So Fran Dowd was onboard. that was a
big deal and Hayley would obviously learn
much, so in my mind there were positives all
about.

Personally disappointing though was the
fact that the administrators of TAFF had
decided to yank the TAFF race, as the lack of
clarity about what was happening would
affect the race and those who wanted to run
in it. I was really very annoyed by this, all
for my own reasons.

It makes sense not to run the race. but
due to my involvement with TAFF in the
previous two years, | was aware of the effort
many fans made on behalf of TAFF and
there was a serious effort made at L.A.con
IV to highlight the award and bring it to a
new yet quite possible present audience.
Anyone who attended Max’s TAFF party can
attest to that fact, and that we were the last
party to close. Regardiess the administrators
made their decision a few days before
Novacon. so that news was talked about a
bit, but not as much as I would have liked.

Now Mike Glyer had asked me. and it’s

his question which he foolishly posed to me
that got this article in response, if Eastercons
were healthy.

Well I would say they are. The interest in
Hayley’s bid, with her being the new girl on
the block was very strong. 1 found out that
another bid had been in the offing, but when
they had heard there were already two others
in the ring, they decided to pull back and
wait a year, which makes sense really, but if
there were three bids in one year, now that
would be a big deal.

1 think that there needs to be a continua-
tion of the encouragement that some experi-
enced fans are offering to younger fans. I
think that con runners should always be
looking to apprentices for want of a better
word in order that they can propagate a suc-
cession plan, which naturally proceeds.

Of course there are always exceptions,
and some people will just turn up and get
involved no matter what age etc., but these
are still people who need encouragement.
Even if it’s to read more books.

I had been trying to lose weight at
Novacon, as I was on a diet and still am, I
have lost about 11 kilos since October now.
and | didn’t want the convention to be a
pound-piling exercise. This is hard as | eat
quite a bit at cons to help the energy levels
keep at the maximum. But [ purposely moni-
tored what | was eating and drinking.

First off, I decided upon no booze. This
isn’t hard really as the real ale drinkers who
make up a lot of Novacons’ membership
ensure the unpalatable beer stuff is in evi-
dence, and 1 ignored my favoured natural
cider and pretended it didn’t exist. This left
me with fizzy water and lime cordial, which
worked out at about 40 pence. So drink was-
n’t an issue.

This was good, because I got an email at
4 a.m. from someone who had too much to
drink, which the next day 1 found rather
amusing. It was actually coherent, but |
laughed all the same at the slurring of the
type.

I decided I would continue focusing on
vegetables and fruit for food with as little
meat as possible and avoiding the heavier
carb-based veggies. such as my beloved
spuds.

So I ensured at dinnertime that [ was
heavy on the veggies. Then late at night
when they were dishing up those late night
sausages and rashers in bread roles, I found
they had veggie sausages so I opted for these
without bread. which allowed me to have
twice as many, which was excellent and not
really the type of filling that you want after
midnight. but it was much better than the
usual pork sausages.

The evening quiz that Novacon. apart
from the odd dodgy question where you'd
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more positive. Some of his examples, I think
| recognize some of his examples. in fact. |
wonder if Alex is thinking of mounting an-
other bid somewhere? By the way, | think
the new San Antonio address is work-related
and temporary.

I believe all of our L.A.con IV agency
activities are done. All the refund cheques
for Canadian members have been issued; I
think there’s still some yet to be cashed. |
still have to check the bank account to see
what’s left to be cashed.

So many obituaries...it took me a while to
learn of the passing of Jim Overmyer. 1 met
Jim at a Michigan convention, and he would
come up to Toronto for a number of years
and conventions. He was quite recognizable;
he was often dressed in lederhosen at cons.
His nickname was Mr. Coffee, for he was
usually drinking it, even walking the conven-
tion halls. and he often had coffee parties at
cons.

The comments are a little dated, but I
agree with Chris Garcia. There are so many
good writers whose works we enjoy, so
many of them we admire and respect, that
there may not be enough opportunities to say
thank you. Some of those great authors (and
this applies to artists, too) go through their
lives with some measure of respect, but don’t
get named a Grand Master or other lofty
position, or win a neat trophy. We want to
say many thanks, but sometimes, we don’t
get to it until it’s too late. Then again, in-
creasing the many awards and fancy posi-
tions may take away much of the lustre from
the awards and positions with some measure
of time and achievement behind them.

The horizontal ribbons at L.A.con made
things a little hard to read, mostly because
they were a little smaller, but the sheer num-
bers of the ribbons made up for it. It got to
the point where if you didn’t have a foot of
ribbons hanging off the bottom of your
badge, you just weren’t trying hard enough.
Many of us could stand outside, and tell
which way the wind was blowing.

Just a few days ago, I received a letter of
thanks from UC Riverside for submitting to
them a copy of our CUFF trip report from
some years back. At L.A.con IV, John Hertz
had helped the SF collection with a section
on trip reports, and had provided them with a
reduced photocopy of the cover to Penneys
Up The River, and Other CUFF Tales. When
we got back. 1 promptly send the collection
one of my few remaining copies. and through
one miscue or another, | got e-mails before
the promised letter arrived. It might also
have been swirling about in the mail for a
while. It was dated December. and arrived
February 5.

Just for the record, Yvonne and I did get
to the LA County Coroners’ offices on N.

Mission, and my article about our adventures
that day should be in an issue of Vegas Fan-
dom Weekly RSN, possibly issue 93.

I think that’s about all for now. Please
greet Diana for me, and lotsa of hugs to Si-
erra..it’s evident that of all the positions
you’ve held over the years, Dad is probably
the one you’ve enjoyed the most. Take care,
and see you next issue.

Alexander Slate

Well, I did manage to get the latest File 770.
It came down with Laurel on her recent trip
from Dayton, where it was forwarded after
being sent to the old Lasater address. And of
course page 6 holds the change of address
announcement. Don’t worry, you aren’t the
only one. Everyone has gotten the change of
address, but about 2/3 of the fanzines insist
on being sent to the old address.

Of course, watch everyone correct their
addresses now. The funny thing is I don’t
know how much longer I'll be here -- hope-
fully not long. I’ ve accepted a job (a promo-
tion - huzzah!) in Washington, D.C. This
means that Laurel and [ will be separated for
a year or two more, but its too good an op-
portunity to pass up. Laurel and girls will
remain in Ohio. When I am moving is still up
in the air, due to government policy issues.
Right now it appears it won’t be until at least
the end of March. I'll send out notices when
1 now when and where the new address will
be. (I know, the grammar on that last sen-
tence was horrific, but 'm gonna leave it
that way anywhos [sic]).

Good to see another File 770. As you can
tell, 'm pretty isolated, since it was only
through that issue that I heard of the passing
of Judith Ward, someone I considered a
friend. Judith and I almost always disagreed
on how to get things done, but we always
knew and respected each others competen-
cies. Judith was someone, who like me, al-
ways knew when things were headed for
trouble. One thing about Judith, she never
hesitated to suggest fixes, and always volun-
teered to help. Just like the Con Suite story in
the zine suggests. Texas fandom would not
be what it is without her passion and drive.

Joseph T. Major

Editorial Notes: Diana’s new book: “We’ve
learned that readying a book for publication
is an endless series of crises.” Tell me about
it. It took about a year and a half to get
Heinlein’s Children ready for the press.
Obits: Both Tuckers — well, some say
that some couples are like lovebirds, when
one dies the other doesn’t have long. Bob’s

death has left Fandom bereft of its favorite
uncle.

Dick Eney: And talk about deadline! He
certainly took to the Net with a vengeance.

The Fanivore: Chris Garcia: It was un-
fortunate that Frankie Thomas died before he
could be honored, but the supply of World-
Con honorees rather exceed the supply of
WorldCons. More and more GoHs will be
GhostoHs, it looks like. And the “In Memor-
iam” will be the biggest part of the opening
ceremonies.

Robert Lichtman: If Warner’s house
sold for $100k and is now twice that, all |
can say is that house prices must be a lot
higher in Hagerstown! It did not look like all
that big a place.

Lloyd Penmey: Thanks for the news
about Chaz Boston Baden’s lapse in fan-
zines. I had begun to think he had been doing
a TAFF bidzine.

Taral Wayne

I didn’t know Diana was writing a book, let
alone one on the Inklings (or is that the black
harmonic group?). I'll have to keep an eye
on the delete bins in a couple of years.
(Nothing personal, but $35 and $45 books
tends to keep them out of the hands of the
peasants like me.)

1 was at a party for Robert Charles Wilson
& David Hartwell Friday. There 1 also met
Larry Hancock, who was treasurer for Tor-
con. | asked if they were over their troubles
and he said mostly. They’ve got a few loose
ends, but have sequestered $15,000 for
“worthy causes,” none of which he named to
me. There’s supposed to be another fifteen
grand when they’re sure all the bills are paid
and the money is free & clear. I asked if
they’d be interested in m archiving project,
to ensure a set number of copies of the CD’s
I was producing. I was a bit set back by the
answer. Evidently the committee has decided
the money has to be used for causes
“accessible” to the people who were mem-
bers of the worldcon. This was interpreted to
mean things like bringing guests to cons, or
perhaps mounting receptions. But preserving
old fanzines doesn’t seem to be anything the
concom thinks fans might be interested in.

I really don’t like con fans... Fanzine
fandom is marginal enough without the peo-
ple who hold the purse strings and determin-
ing who gets their five minutes of fame mak-
ing it official.

Joy V. Smith

I like the collage-type cover--lovely back-
ground and interesting. and I like the letter-
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ing. Aggregate? Rocks? Asteroids?

The Company They Keep sounds intrigu-
ing: | know Diana will be grateful when it’s
finally out! And congratulations to her for
getting those great blurbs! (Been there; did-
n’t get any.) Wonderful photo of Sierra being
read to; and I enjoyed the background on her
toys’ names. (They all gotta have a name.)

I’'m aware of Trufen, though I'm not sure
I’ve ever visited it. (So many websites.)
Thanks for the update and the other news
tidbits, including the various awards; I hadn’t
heard of the JETS or that Emerald City was
closing down.

Useful, but scary, article on “Building the
Worldcon Committee™ by Alex von Thorn. 1
also enjoyed Taral Wayne’s Corflu 23 report
and graphics and “John Hertz’s Westercon
Notebook™ with its inserted quotes. And the
other con reports. And the two Christmas
stories too. And Chris M. Barkley’s “30
Years in Fandom.” And all the photos.

The Fanivore: Okaaay. I'll remember not
to use OBE or the other orders in conversa-
tion. (That way I don’t have to worry about
getting it right.) Re: Bastards of Kirk, I'm
not aware of this. Will it be available any-
where anytime soon? 1 remember All in
Color for a Dime: 1 used to have it, but I
don’t recall coming across it in my last cull-
ing sweep. (I accumulate too many books.) [
don’t remember a Xero connection. Re: my
LOC, in which I mention Michael F. Flynn’s
novelette (yes. I called it a short story in my
LOC). I am in “Dawn, and Sunset, and the
Colours of Earth” (two posts--Pagadan and
Velvet--in the online segment, along with
other online contributors, which were very
well edited to incorporate the story line).
Anyway, this story will be in a forthcoming
Years Best SF #12.

The HANA announcement (Send John
Hertz to Japan) makes a great back cover
with the Japanese text. Is that one word?

John Purcell

Gorgeous Alan White cover. Simply gor-
geous. He has sent me the cover for the sec-
ond issue of Askance (May, 2007) which
simply blew me away when | saw it. Alan
has a talent streak a mile and three-quarters
wide, and his work deserves some recogni-
tion. Time to start talking him up for Fan
Artist Hugo, I guess. He deserves the nod, or
at least a sideways glance.

As you have probably noticed over on
eFanzines.com. I have folded the two e-zines
I've been running at a break-neck pace for
the last year, In a Prior Lifetime and ...and
furthermore. They were both a lot of fun to
do. but I have my dissertation staring me in
the face - in fact. there's a stack of texts and

note cards by my chair needing my immedi-
ate attention for the Literature Review chap-
ter, and they're calling me incessantly (I'm
coming, I'm coming! Hold your danged
horses...Sheesh!) - so [ felt the need to
downshift my fan pubbing gears into first to
make time for dissertation research and writ-
ing. I have said it elsewhere and I'l say it
again: fanac is fun and a welcome diversion
from the idiosyncrasies of academia. The
new zine, Askance, will be out on March 22,
2007 (cover by Brad Foster), and will be a
bi-monthly (for starters). My goal is to make
this zine my release valve to keep me sane
over the next year and a half, maybe more.
We'll see how things play out.

Every so often something gets posted on
Trufen.net, whereupon 1 get e-mail notifica-
tion (a great feature of the site), and there are
times when I peruse some of the old stuff
still floating there. I do hope Victor can get
back into the swing of things; it's a great
service and a wonderful source of informa-
tion. Thank you, Mike, for plunking informa-
tion there when you can. 1 really don't want
to see this site go the way of all flesh and
have its bytes scattered to the Internet winds.
Trufen serves a purpose, and | am one fan
who appreciates its place in the fannish
scheme of things.

Alexis Gilliland definitely deserves the
Rotsler Award. I have no idea how long he's
been at this sort of thing, but it has definitely
been a few decades at least. Love his sense
of whimsy, and Alexis has an easily recog-
nizable style. Even though it's been many
months since he received the award. my
congratulations, Alexis. Keep on drawing!
(Maybe even for my zine, *hint-hint*)

Mike. wasn't the birth of Hugo Gernsback
the featured story in your first annish?

There are now many zines with well over
100 issues, which astonishes me. I think it is
easy to accept the fact that modern technol-
ogy -- e-pubbing, using computers to lay-out
and create graphics, plus easy. incorporation
of photos into a zine, etc. -- has made this
possible. Of course, it doesn't hurt to be sin-
gle and have a pile of excess energy needing
to be burned up. does it Chris? A hearty
"well done" goes to Henry Welch and Knar-
ley Knews. That is a fine zine that is well
worth asking for. Just out of curiosity, too,
Mike: when did File 770 start? I think you
had this sucker already running when I got
into fandom the first time back in 1973, but 1
just can't remember exactly when it began.

[[If you saw a newzine of mine in 1973 it
was Organlegger. What Elst Weinstein and |
started as a hoax newzine for Westercon
(distinguishable from the real newzine by
ours having a lot more news), [ continued for
awhile as a legitimate fan newzine. One of
the events | reported was LASFS acquiring

its original clubhouse that year. The zine
soon folded because in a burst of idealism
I'd promised all the (miniscule) proceeds
from subscriptions to the Bob Shaw Fund
and couldn’t afford to eat the cost of printing
and mailing. I'd learned a few lessons by the
time I started File 770 in January 1978.]]

I really don't mean to cut this loc short, but
I do want to thank Alex von Thorn for his
insightful treatise on how to create a success-
ful Worldcon committee. Sounds like the
voice of experience talking here. His closing
line best sums up how any con committee
should operate: "We don't have to agree on
every question to be able to agree to work
together, and picking the right people to be
in charge is one of the best guarantees of a
good experience for both committee and
attending members of the convention.”" Truer
words were never spoken. Now if only Alex
has suggestions on how to re-assemble frag-
mented fan groups after hosting a worldcon,
well, there's an article that will also serve a
practical purpose.

Taral's Corflu 23 report was greatly en-
joyed, but I sure missed meeting him at Cor-
flu 24 just passed. It was another great time,
as I'm sure you've read all over LiveJournal
and e-zines already. It sure felt like going
home to me. | haven't had that much of a
good time at a con since 1992, Of course,
that was my last real fannish convention --
almost the only con I've attended since then -
- but that's not important right now. As a
result, I can't wait for next year's Corflu in
Las Vegas; future scheduled Corflus are
Seattle in 2009, England in 2010, and San
Jose in 2011. Now I know where I'm gonna
be for the next four years...

Many fine people have been lost in the
past year, and all | will say about your obitu-
ary section is that they will all be missed.
Some of these fine folks I knew -- like both
Bob and Fern Tucker -- but | am also sad-
dened by the loss of fans I never knew. Sure
sounds like a batch of wonderful people.

Finally, to wrap up. I just have to say that
I read and enjoyed John Hertz's Westercon
LIX report, but have no real comments to
make thereon. Same for the lettercolumn. As
usual, you have put together a wonderful
issue, Michael, and | appreciate your love for
fan pubbing and keeping this zine very much
alive. Take care of yourself, and continue
enjoying Sierra. She sure sounds like a won-
derful child. Kids keep you young, y'know.
And so does fanac. On both counts, 1 speak
from experience.

Brad Foster

[Loc on File 770: 146] Congrats to Schirm
on receiving the Rotsler Award this year. His
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style is so organically animated, rich flow of
line and movement. not to mention nicely
twisted humor. Well done.

Thanks for running that old loc of mine
you found. [[Déja vu all over again...]] We
still miss Lori very much, so I’'m glad those
comments made it into print, into the
“official record” as it were. Speaking of locs,
I guess Taral sent his “Preening” comment
before he saw my loc about how it was not
me who said nudes were the way to fan-
nishly. I actually agree more strongly with
his final comment here, “I always thought it
was the guys with the one-liners and puns
who had it all.” At one point I thought you
should re-title the two art-related Hugo
Awards. Best Professional Artist would be-
come “Best Painter of Paperback Book Cov-
ers,” and Best Fan Artist would be “Best
Doodler of Weird Gags.” Neither is totally
true across the board. of course, but it does
seem to go that way.

Sheryl Birkhead

[Loc on File 770:146] Hope Alex Slate’s
recuperation went as planned. Just heard that
Fern Tucker passed away....

Taral is doing quite a service for fandom
in getting the CDs and internet forms of fan-
zines available to the general populace (well,
fandom in general that is). Thank you.

Both congrats and commiserations to
David Levine. Not that it really compares,
but once upon a time (out of the blue...l
figured that a letter to me from a prozine
indicated I'd let my subscription lapse) an
assistant editor (who shall remain nameless)
asked me to come up with designed to be
used on t-shirts for their two magazines. I
was shocked, in a good way, and promptly
sent off two designs — having no idea if in
fact that it was to be for t-shirts made any
difference in how the design was made. Ah.
The rapid reply was ecstatic, the designs
were just what they wanted. Oh joy and rap-
ture! Then | just waited. | had no idea how
often one was contacted, but after about six
months | figured I ought to write. I did.
Sorry, aforementioned assistant editor is no
longer with us and we have no artwork in the
files. Ah, it was nice while it lasted. And
nothing like it has ever happened again.

We Also Heard From

Jan van’t Ent: After all the busy weeks
surrounding last year’s end (finishing work,
holidays, starting work - and the usual fan
activity involving Dutch fandom) I finally
got around to reading your issue 148. Nice
cover, wonderful contents. as usual - this

time Taral’s piece on Corflu was the bit |
enjoyed most, but [ was also intrigued by the
furor on OBE versus knighthood... I just did
some digging on the web (all right, I
googled) and found that Sir Clarke is a
Bachelor Knight in that same OBE (see
http://www.geocities.com/harveytpooka/clar
ke_knighthood.jpg).

Ranks within that order are: Knight/Dame
Grand Cross, Knight/Dame Commander,
Commander, Officer, Member (there’s more
one.g.
http://www.royal.gov.uk/OutPut/Page4886.a
sp or
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_B
ritish_Empire).

Just in case you wanted to know.

Lee Gold: Tamar Lindsay (Dick Eney’s
wife) later corrected her announcement of his
death to say, “And this came as a surprise to
me as well as others: he wasn’t 69, he was
74. Somehow his birth year got changed on
later paperwork.”

Eric Lindsay: 1 kept hoping 1 would have
some sort of news to send you, but life has
not co-operated. Actually I'd prefer a lack of
cyclones.

I see that cute baby stories are a suitable
substitute for cute cat stories in editorials.

The way fanzines keep turning up on the
web is great. Amazing to find so many being
turned from atoms into bits.

I see we are back to feuds. 'm tempted to
observe it is just like old times.

Dotty Kurtz: Thanks for File 770 #148,
especially after reading “Snowbound in Mo-
rocco” by Diana Glyer. Such an inspiring
story could have just as easily found its

way into Friends Journal or a similar publi-
cation.

Alexis Gilliland: Regarding my letter in
#146 which touched on Ted White’s joining
the WSFA after Lee had banned him from
the house I thought it had been made obvious
that Bob Maclntosh and Barry Newton were
totally innocent of any wrongdoing. They did
nothing more than handle a routine bit of
business, they were not participants in the
fight, and it would be appreciated if you
could post this notice in your next issue.

Mike Glicksohn: When #148 arrived I
promised myself I'd respond to it this time. |
figured I’d send a loc but although I read the
entire issue and was intrigued, amused, in-
formed, entertained and saddened at different
times, no loc formed mentally. (My lack, not
yours.) So here’s postage for the next issue
instead.

Martin Morse Wooster: Although Darreli

Richardson’s son is Darrell C. Richardson.
Jr., he’s always been known as Cole
Richardson. Cole is a pretty active fan in the
Washington area, and best known for his
involvement in Burroughs fandom.

Also, your obituary for Darrell Richard-
son doesn’t mention that Richardson was a
pretty prolific author, well known for his
biography of Max Brand and for his research
in the pulps. I believe Richardson wrote over
30 books, including at least four published in
the past decade.

Henry L. Welch: Thanks for the latest File
770. As usual, a fine issue. For someone who
isn't publishing as regularly as you used to,
you do manage to keep well-informed of
most things fannish.

William Breiding: I did the math on your
subscription and realized you are barely
breaking even, even if your entire mailing
list subscribed, and you are actually still
publishing a good old fashioned money-pit
of a fanzine!

Letterhacks’ Addresses

William Breiding, P.O. Box 1448,
Morgantown, WV 26507

Brad W Foster, P.O. Box 165246,
Irving, TX 75016; E-mail:
bwfoster@juno.com

Chris Garcia, E-mail:
garcia@computerhistory.org

Alexis Gilliland, 4030 8" St. South,
Arlington, VA 22204

Mike Glicksohn, S08 Windermere Ave.,
Toronto, ONT M65 3L6 Canada

Lee Gold. E-mail: lee.gold@ca.rr.com

Dotty Kurtz, E-mail:
dottymk @ yahoo.com

Robert Lichtman, E-mail:
robertlichtman @yahoo.com

Eric Lindsay, E-mail:
fijagh2007 @ericlindsay.com

Joseph T Major, 1409 Christy Avenue,
Louisville, KY 40204-2040. E-mail:
jtmajor@igiou.com

Tim Marion, E-mail:
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Lloyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd.,
Etobicoke, ON, M9C 2B2 Canada;
E-mail: penneys @allstream.net

Marie Rengstorff, P.O. Box 2285,
Kihei, HI 96753

Alexander Slate, E-mail:
alex.slate @brooks.af. mil

Joy V. Smith, E-mail: Pagadan@aol.com
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Martin Morse Wooster, E-mail:
mmwooster @ yahoo.com
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