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Editorial Notes by Mike Glyer

Do you think you’re living in the Pnime
Timeline? Here’s proof you’re living in a
slice of alternatc history. This is the 30"
anniversary 1ssue of File 770 and, as every-
one knows, fannish newzines never last.

File 770 #1 came off the mimeograph in
January 1978. In 2008, I kicked off the 30"
anniversary celebration by scanning that
issue for eFanzines promptly attracting a
fresh review by Chris Garcia and a brief loc
from Mike Mclnerney. There’s nothing to
beat the energy that surrounds a newzine.
Egoboo is better than royalties.

When Linda Bushyager was about to
retire Karass, the leading fannish newzine of
the mid-1970s, she encouraged me to take
the baton. My interest was high, and has
stayed that way ever since, and 1 give the
credit for that to everyone who has partici-
pated over the years.

Thanks to the hundreds of you who have
sent news, articles, letters and art over the
years. Thanks to fans who devotedly LoC

nearly every zine they get, not only this one.
Thank you subscribers, including the fans
still receiving File 770 that began as Austin
in '85 NASFiC bid supporters and sub-
scribed in order to ballot-stuff the File 770
survey. I'm glad you stuck around: we had
fun, you guys ran a great con, and I can say
there was one year | didn’t lose money on
the zine (because I was still $25 ahead at the
end of 1983).

I have been lucky enough to publish every
type of material on my original wish list,
from a Worldcon GoH’s speech (Race Mat-
thews, 1985) to fanartist portfolios, and a
chapter from a TAFF trip report (James Ba-
con granted that wish in 2005).

There also have been wonderful opportu-
nities and surprises. Richard Bergeron gave
me pre-publication sheets from the famous
Willis issue of Warhoon to distribute in the
zine. File 770's first 85 1ssues were mimeo-
graphed -- #42 on luxuriant Twiltone paper
courtesy of a NESFA publishing party in

1983, when members collated and mailed the
whole thing while I was 1n Boston for IRS
training. Now that’s hospitality. In 2002,
Alan White celebrated the birth of my
daughter, Sierra, by publishing and sending
me File 770 s first color cover. Thank you!

The zine has paced the changes in pub-
lishing technology since 1978. My hand-
crank mimeo lasted as long as it did with the
help of a mimeo repairman located by Marty
Cantor, who staved off the inevitable “til my
Gestetner finally became more proficient at
spewing ink than printing it. Then Gordon
Garb did me a great favor by giving me his
late father’s motorized mimeo equipment so
File 770 could keep going.

In the dawning age of computers I discov-
ered how to cut stencils with a dot-matnix
printer. The late Irene Danziger created File
770's first true desktop publishing layouts in
1991 to take better advantage of the cheap
photocopying Gavin Claypool clued me onto
at CalTech. (It didn’t stay cheap for long.
They must have worked the math.)

Once | made the transition to Xerox, fa-
nartists no longer had to take a deep breath
before peeking at their art inside the latest
File 770. This is the 71* issue to feature art
by Brad Foster. There are artists I have been
publishing since before this zine began, in-
cluding Alan White, Taral, Grant Canfield,
Sheryl Birkhead and Bill Rotsler.

Diana, my wife, has been the muse and
sometimes conscience of File 770 (reading
drafts and asking, “Did you really mean to
insult this person?” Actually, I didn’t....) She
has been behind two big developments this
past year, the color cover on #150, and my
new File770.com blog (her Christmas gifts to
me included the domain name and the host-
ing service.) You are a jewel beyond price.

Warner’s FAPAzine chugged along for
decades. So did Tackett’s and the Coulsons’
genzines. Fred Patten’s APA-Lzine is still
appearing weekly after 44 ycars. Never a
fannish newzine. If they did last, we could be
celebrating the 35" anniversary of my short-
lived fannish newzine Organlegger which
lasted a few months in 1973 (more on this
elsewhere). As it is, I'm very glad I got a
second chance.

File 770:152 is edited by Mike
Glyer at 705 Valley View Ave.,
Monrovia CA 91016. File 770 is

available for news, artwork,
arranged trades, or by
subscription: $8 for 5 issues, $15
for 10 issues, air mail rate is
$2.50.

E-Mail: Mikeglyer@cs.com
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Thieves Go First Cabin

Frank Denton discovered his cabin near Mt.
Rainier had been broken into when he ar-
rived to prepare it for a New Year’s gather-
ing of friends. Someone using bolt cutters
had sliced the Master lock off the back win-
dow shutters to get in, leaving the curtains
ominously blowing in the breeze. A number
of appliances and lots of blankets were taken.

Frank has published The Rogue Raven for
many years, a name he also uses for his blog.
I always remember him as the first person to
ask me onto a convention program (at that
same 1973 Westercon where Elst and I
pubbed Organlegger).

Higgins Scores Landslide

on Super Tuesday

Illinois fan Bill Higgins became the envy of
every big-name candidate in the Super Tucs-
day primaries when he polled 100% of the
Democratic votes cast in Naperville's 23"
precinct. He was running for precinct com-
mitteeman. Higgins can expect a call for
advice from Illinois’ U.S. Senator Barack
Obama, who polled merely 68% of the Na-
perville Democratic vote. Also, the 204 votes
for Higgins was 60 more than the precinct’s
Republican voters cast for his counterpart.
That’s an encouraging sign on the road to
November, for as Bill wrote in his blog, “The
Democrats have, let us say, a lot of room for
growth in Dupage County.”

The fan who styles himself “W. Skeffing-
ton Higgins™ (when sharing deep thoughts
online) answered the call of the Naperville
Township Democratic Organization’s re-
cruitment drive. He contributed to the largest
increase of any township in the county --
from 6 precinct committeemen 1n 2006 to 25
1n 2008.

Higgins will be expected to walk the pre-
cinct, canvass the voters, pass out informa-
tion on the party’s candidates, encourage
people to register to vote, and find out on
election day who hasn’t voted yet so calls
can be made to get out the vote.

Bill 1s a well-known panelist at Midwest
conventions who often speaks about science,
spaceflight and planetary exploration. Bill
joined Fermilab in 1978, famed for its giant
accelerators and particle beams, to work on
issues including radiation safety. His fanac
covers the spectrum: fanzines, filksinging,
art, conrunning.

Be on the Lookout
for a Chocolate-Covered
Manhole Cover

After almost 40 years there’s somcthing new
to say about a chocolate-covered manhole
cover. It’s missing.

News of Flandom

Tom Digby, the wildly inventive fanhu-
morist, originated the line Larry Niven used
for the title of his popular story, *“What Can
You Say About Chocolate Covered Manhole
Covers?” Tuckerized members of the Los
Angeles Science Fantasy Society are fea-
tured in a romp that begins at a fictional
version of the 1968 party where Bruce Pelz
and Dian (now Crayne) celebrated the final-
ity of their divorce. (Yes, there really was a

cake with a little bride and groom on top
facing in opposite directions.) During the
story “Tom Findlay,” the character based on
Digby, was revealed to be an alien — and to
this day LASFSians haven’t entirely ruled
out that explanation.

LASFS holds a gift exchange during the
Christmas season, It's always leavened with
gag gifts. I got the Flatbed Mimeo one year. |
still have on my bookshelf one of the many
copies of Zotz! that cycled through the
exchange.

Another traditional gag gift I held
for a year was the genuine chocolate-
covered manhole cover. The real-life
version was made by chocolate-
coating a pancake-sized steel lid from
a natural gas main, rather than a full-
sized manhole cover. The winner was
supposed to stash it in his or her
frcezer and put it back into the next
year’s exchange. Except, it never re-
appeared in the 2007 gift exchange.

“This is like the swallows deciding
not to visit Capistrano this year,”
wrote Milt Stevens in his appeal to
readers of the LASFS newzine De
Profundis. “It’s very disturbing. Sev-
eral fans are going to have anxiety
attacks if it doesn’t return. So check

Bill Higgins strikes a stfnal pose in
this photo from the 2007 Moonbase Con-

Fusion website. He was their Fan GoH.

the clutter around your residence pod
just in case you have the Chocolate
Covered Manhole Cover. If you do,
please give 1t back.”
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Samaritan Medal: (L) Obverse; (M) Reverse. (R) Designer Steve Stiles (photo by Chaz Boston Baden).

Stiles-Designed Samaritan
Medal Goes to Shimon Peres

Steve Stiles’ dramatic new artwork 1s unlike
any he's done before.

He writes: “Ages ago [ was commis-
sioned (thanks to the efforts of Michael Dob-
son and his contacts in the Lutheran Church)
to design a medal, intended to further the
cause of peace, for the Samaritan community
in Israel. Recently it was finally cast and
Shimon Peres has agreed to accept this Sa-
maritan Medal Sunday, February 17 at the
President’s House in Tel Aviv.”

The Samaritan Medal for Peace and Hu-
manitarian Achicvement is awarded for dis-
tinguished service, the only one of various
Samaritan medals actually awarded by the

original Samaritan people of Isracl.

The Medal is made of pure silver, two
inches in diameter, with a scene from the
parable of the Good Samaritan on the front,
and the sacred Mount Gerizim on the re-
verse.

Recipient Shimon DPeres, now Israel’s
President, was its Foreign Minister when he
shared the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize with
Yasser Arafat and Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin.

Steve Stiles has worked in virtually every
medium, from comic strips to modern ab-
stracts, but this is his first medal design. He
is a frequent Hugo Award nominee, and a
past winner of the FAAn Award and the
Rotsler Award.

Datclave Redux

One more sign of the Millennium? The
Washington Science Fiction Association now
holds Datclave more often than Disclave.

The very first Datclave was held Leap
Year weekend of 1980 according to a club
rule that a con be held whenever there 1s a
fifth Friday in the month of February. This
can happen only once every 28 years. And
while Datclave I just took place, the club
stopped holding Disclave, its big Memorial
Day convention, in 1997. (WSFA now spo-
nosrs Capclave in the fall.) That's why the
proverbial turtle is going to win this race.

The fellow who chaired the first Datclave,
Kent Bloom, claimed a prior conrunning
commitment this year, so Bob McIntosh was

TAFF

Candidates Edraps
votes
Chris Barkley 0
Linda Deneroff 4
Chris Garcia 41
Christian McGuire 4
Hold Over Funds 0
No Preference 5
Total 54

Fans learned weeks ago that voters picked Chris Garcia to be the
2008 Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund delegate. Now the administrators,
Suzle Tompkins and Bridget Bradshaw, have released the final

voting tallies and a brief financial report.

The final ballot count increased to 180 because the administra-

Tally Five Star Final

Nonthr e woltledS :/g:es Total
ica votes
13 0 13
26 0 30
66 0 107
14 0 18
2 0 2
5 0 10
126 0 180

tors discovered more valid ballots after
they originally announced a total of 174.
The correct count includes 126 ballots
from North America and 54 from Europe.
A list of the voters, and a regional break-
down of where votes came from and who
they went to, can be found in the latest
TAFF report at http:/tatf.org.uk/.

The unofficial TAFF site also has Chns
Garcia’s preliminary itinerary: “He reports
that so far he is: arriving on the 15"
[March] and leaving on the 30th; traveling
to various parts of the UK including Croy-
don on the 15%/16", North London for the

17" /18", and then to Eastercon. After the con, he is planning to
visit folks in Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds.”
Chris Garcia has been sent $2,000 to work with and there still

remains $7,982.23 in TAFF’s North American bank account, Suzle

says in the report



http://taff.org.uk/
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pressed into service. Datclave Il was, as the
flyer says, “the Washington D.C. Relaxacon
with the Gettysburg Address.. held at the
Hotel Gettysburg on Lincoln Square, Febru-
ary 29-March 2.

Samuel Lubell commented online, “We
had about 40-45 people including Kent
Bloom who chaired the first Datclave. The
highlight for many was the tour of the Get-
tysburg battlefield conducted by WSFA’s
own military historians Bob Maclntosh and
Lee Strong.

“As for Datclave ever catching up to Dis-
clave, the turtle will eventually catch up yes,
but I believe there were 44 Disclaves. We
hold Datclave every 28 years so that means
catching up 1n the year 3184 (or maybe 3212
depending on whether 2400 is a leap year or
not). Unless of course the singularity hap-
pens first. So I wouldn’t hold my breath.

“Of course, by then Capclave
(www.capclave.org) will have long since
won the race, so come join our GOHs James
Morrow and Michael Dirda at Capclave on
October 17-19, 2008.”

Steve & Sue Francis Win DUFF

Steve and Sue Francis of Louisville won the
Down Under Fan Fund and will travel to the
Australian National Convention.

Administrators Joc Siclan and Norman
Cates tallied 218 ballots: Suc & Steve Fran-
cis, 163; Murray Moore, 48; No Preference,
2; Other, 5. Two people received 3rd place
write-in nominations: Andy Hooper & Dick
Spelman.

James Bacon wrote me when voting be-
gan “DUFF has gone all electronic,” so I
immediately had to try that. “All clectronic™
has been a siren call to fannish ears since the
days of reel-to-reel fanzines.

I found Jean Weber’s elcctronic DUFF
ballot easy to use. It was equally convenient
to make my required donation through her
PayPal connection. Privacy was preserved
because data entcred on the electronic ballot
was transmittcd to an e-mail address at
Jean’s domain, and automatically forwarded
to Norman Cates, Australasian DUFF Ad-
ministrator, without Jean secing it.

North American administrator Joe Si-
clari’s voting analysis shows where all the

votes came from: USA, 185; Austraha, 15;
Canada, 8; UK, 7; New Zealand, 1; Holland,
1: Sweden, 1.

Judkowitz Recognized

by Workmen’s Circle

Ruth Judkowitz, long-time LASFSian and
“chairmentsh” of the Workmen's Circle of
Southem California distnct, forwards a link
to an article in the January 25 issue of the
Jewish Journal about Edward Asner deliver-
ing the keynote address at the Workmen’s
Circle Centennial Gala:

“See the attachced story for a reference to
moi. 1 wrote the parody lyrics for ‘California,
Here I Come’ as well as the musical arrange-
ment and | was named Member of the Year
— these facts are conspicuously absent from
the article, but Ed Asner is the one who sells
the papers.”

That’s a mistake we won't repeat.

Fancy Fanac
Laurie Mann has started a FANAC commu-
nity LiveJournal <http:-//community.-
livejournal.com/fanac>. lIts first posting fca-
tured a photo from a "70s LASFS meeting,
with a few fans they’re still trying to iden-
tify.

FANAC has handled the fan and World-
con history exhibits at most Worldcons.
They plan to exhibit at Denvention. FANAC
was created and funded by the Florida Asso-
ciation for Nucleation And Conventions
(F.ANN.A.C.), Inc. which sponsored Magi-
Con, the 50" World Science Fiction Conven-
tion in 1992. Laurie adds, “We're always
eager for more help!”

Jim Caughran, too, 1s always looking for
writers to work with the online Fancyclope-
dia, <http://fancylopedia.editme.com>. He
reports it has added a piece about the Knights
of St Fantony, by Pcter Weston (from
Prolapse 11), and an entry by Frederic
Gooding about the Langdon Chart, adapted
from Rich Lynch’s outline of 1960s fanhis-

tory.

Perfect Pitch

What’s the best route to success in Holly-
wood? Cary Grant made it going North By
Northwest, now LASFSian Ed Green 1s hav-
ing luck with the opposite direction. Ed
worked on a spec commerical used in a pitch
to Southwest Airlines and the dircctor has
posted it on FunnyOrDie.com <http:-
//'www.funnyordie.com/videos/83alfae273>.
Ed offers the link “for your amusement (or
horror).”

WHERE “770”
COMES FROM

Mike Resnick brings fanhistory alive for
readers of his “In My Opinion” column
in the February 2008 1ssue of Jim Baen's
Universe. Along the way he explains:

“Even Mike Glyer’s Hugo-winning
fanzine, File 770, is named for the most
famous fannish party of all, held in Room
770 of the 1951 Worldcon hotel in New
Orleans.”

Entirely true. See, it has nothing to do
with cell phones at all...

A photo from the 1951 Worldcon
of the famous Room 770 party

in progress. The fan with the
glasses is Lynn Hickman. The
seated fan on the right may be
Roger Sims. Lee Hoffman is in the
foreground.



http://www.capclave.org
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Diana Glyer Wins Imperishable Flame Award

Diana Glyer’s The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis, JR.R. Tolkien as
Writers in Community has won the Northeast Tolkien Society’s 2007
Imperishable Flame Award for Tolkien/Inklings Scholarship. Her
book tells the story of the Inklings, the writers group that met in Ox-
ford through the 1930’s and 1940’s to read their work aloud and offer
feedback. The group’s 19 members included Tolkicn, author of The
Lord of the Rings, and C. S. Lewis, author of the Chronicles of
Narnia.

Nominees for The Imperishable Flame are named by the Northeast
Tolkien Society. This year, the winners were chosen by readers of the
Journal of the Northeast Tolkien Society, participants in the NETS
Yahoo online group, and visitors to the Herenistarion.org website.

Northeast Tolkien Society chairs Anthony S. Burdge and Jessica
Burke told winners, “We see your work as an inextinguishable light
amongst the rest, guiding future generations to further understanding

The Company They Keep has received enthusiastic reviews from
the Times Literary Supplement, Green Man Review, Mythlore, Myth-
print, the SF Site, and Tolkienlibrary.com. It was named a Core 1000
book by Yankee Book Peddler, and a recommended title by the
American Library Association’s Choice magazine.

Diana Glyer’s exploration of the Inklings shows how many ways
that the members of this group encouraged, critiqued, and on occa-
sion, even rewrote each other’s work. For example, after Tolkien
asked for feedback on a long poem Lewis not only criticized it but
actually re-wrote several sections of it for him. When Tolkien aban-
doned all hope of finishing The Lord of the Rings, Lewis took him to
lunch and made him promisc to write more of the tale. And unforget-
tably, Charles Williams, another Inkling, once wrote a poem that
prompted Lewis to write him a letter saying that his work was getting
to be so good, “I've a good mind to punch your head when next we

and education, leaders in community functions and creativity.”

meet.”

A SALUTE TO TIM KIRK

How good a fanartist is Tim Kirk? So good
that in the 1970s he won five Hugos during
the greatest era in the history of fan art,
running against a field including George
Barr, Alicia Austin, Steven Fabian, Bill
Rotsler, Grant Canfield, Steve Stiles,
ATom and others.

Tim drew the signature Geis-and-Alter-
Ego logo that ran above the editorials in
Science Fiction Review, the dominant fan-
zine of the late 60s/early 70s. He did lots of
terrific fanzine covers. With paint and
canvas he brought vividly to life all kinds
of rumpled gnomes and alien creatures,
including “Mugg from Thugg.”

Tim made a huge splash at the 1972
Westercon art show with a display of 26
Tolkien-themed paintings he’d done for his
thesis project, eamning a Master’s degree in
Iustration from California State University,
Long Beach. Thirteen of the paintings were
selected for publication by Ballantine Books
as the 1975 Tolkien Calendar.

Tim’s stunning entries in art shows in-
cluded vast pen-and-ink drawings that were
busier than any scene by Hieronymous
Bosch and infinitely more entertaining.
Whenever they could, the Nivens would top
all bidders at auction and take these draw-
ings home to make them centerpieces on
their living room walls. This was lucky for
visitors to the Nivens’ after-LASFS poker
games, like me. Once 1 gambled away my
S5 limit I had plenty of time to study in
detail all the lore Tim stuffed in every cor-
ner of Merlin’s workshop and other pictures
‘til my ride was ready to leave.

Fandom still had a bit of an inferiority
complex in those days about the main-
stream’s disrespect of anyone with an inter-

est in sf and fantasy, so when Hallmark
Cards hired Tim some of us felt a little bit
vindicated to see a talented fan artist apply-
ing his abilities to products everyone in
America used. Tim was with Hallmark from
1973 to 1980, doing progressively more
professional art and, as seemed logical at the
time, fading out of the fanzine scene alto-
gether.

Tim was destined to leap from one pinna-
cle of success to another. From 1980 to 2001
he was employed as a designer for Walt
Disney Imagineering, and was instrumental
in the conception and realization of several
major theme park projects, including the
Disney-MGM Studios in Florida, and Tokyo
DisneySea, which debuted in September
2001. In 2002 he, along with his brother and
sister-in-law (also Disney veterans) founded
Kirk Design Incorporated, specializing in
museum, restaurant, retail and theme park

work.

Their firm was responsible for the con-
ceptual design of Seattle’s new Science
Fiction Museum which opened in 2004 and
exhibits some of Paul Allen’s vast collec-
tion. Tim also serves on the Science Fiction
Museum Advisory Board.

Tim’s work on SFM led to renewed visi-
bility in fannish circles. He was at the 2003
Westercon participating in Greg Bear’s SFM
presentation by making illustrated notes on
an easel. In 2004, he contributed a highly
interesting autobiographical essay to Guy
Lillian’s Challenger, accompanied by a
beautiful portfolio of his classic pen-and-ink
drawings. Since then Tim has been guest of
honor at ConDor XIV (2007), the local San
Diego convention.

It’s great when a fannish giant comes
home again!


Herenistarion.org
Tolkienlibrary.com
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Lasting Impressions: News from the World of Fanzines

Bwana’s in the Organlegger Business

Mike Resnick, best known to the internet’s luxury shop-
pers as Bwana25, always keeps a cargo of vintage fan-
zines for sale at his outpost on eBay. Every now and then
that includes an old zine of mine.

In mid-February Bwana was selling a copy of Or-
ganlegger #7 from my first foray into fannish journalism
in 1973. The copy looked in good condition (1t might be
better than my file copy!) That’s a pleasant surprise when
you’re talking about twiltone paper printed with oil-based
mimeo ink. If any of the earhest issues are still readable
that’ll be even more surprising, for reasons that will be
revealed below.

Organlegger #7 came out in August 1973. The first
issue had been produced just the month before. So was 1t a
weekly? Never. But it had been a daily.

(Left) Elst Weinstein in 1974 to right of Mike Glyer and Craig
Miller. (Right) Elst’s more photogenic “after” picture (2003).

Elst Weinstein hauled his ditto machine and supplies to
San Francisco in case they’d come in handy for whatever mischief we
got 1nto at the 1973 Westercon, a 5-day convention. The Westercon
daily newzine had an aloof tone, and was full of official announce-
ments. Elst and | were tempted to parody it until we considered how
much real news we knew and that it would be more fun to launch a
rival zine and play it straight.

Even though it was a Sampo Westercon in the Bay Area, many of
the con’s most interesting stories involved Southern Californians.
Larry Niven was a GoH and 1n those days he was also hawking mem-
berships in the highly-amusing parody Trantorcon in 23,309. Marji
Ellers scored a coup in the Masquerade as the “Queen of Air and
Darkness.™ The LA smofs bid for (and won) the right to try their own

Bay Area Westercon, OakLaCon in 1975. And so on. Elst and [ filled
several ditto-reproduced issues of Organlegger by the end of the con.

The experience also confirmed I'd been bitten by the newzine bug.
When I got home I took over the title and set out to print all the fan-
nish news people felt Locus was neglecting (which was plenty even
then, in only its fifth year!) Organlegger failed to last because | was a
college student who simply couldn’t afford the project. The zine sur-
vived just long enough to report LASFS’ purchase of its first club-
house — indeed, 2008 is the 35" anniversary.

If you’re someone who enjoys all the nostalgia brought on by a
whiff of twiltone, I hope you didn’t miss the opportunity to own a

copy.

The League of Extraordinarily
Selfless Fan Artists

Frank Wu has preemptively announced that
he will decline if nominated for Best Fan
Artist in 2008.

“This essay is incredibly hard to write. |
don’t want to be misunderstood, to come
across as churlish, arrogant. calculating or
ungrateful.... Having won three Hugo
Awards for Best Fan Artist, in three of the
last four years, I have decided that - should I
be nominated - I will decline the nomination
[in 2008),” wrote Frank in an edito-
rial published in Abyss and Apex issuc 24,

before.
dated the fourth quarter or 2007. cfore.)

and Stu Shiftman. (Though Frank surely
must know Gilliland and Shiffman have won

it’s even harder to get off.”” Victoria Poyser
won the category in 1981 and 1982, then
announced she would not accept future
nominations. Foglio and Poyser both went on
to professional success.

Frank did explain that Teddy Harvia and
Brad Foster declined their nominations 1n
1997. He speculated, “Apparently they were
trying to clear the path for fellow nominee
Bill Rotsler, who would pick up his Hugo
and then pass away a month later.”

Well, no. Just the previous year (1996)
Rotsler had won the Best Fan Artist Hugo, a
Retro Hugo, and a Special Committee
Award. He'd already cleared his own

| learned about Frank’s decision when his
editorial popped up in response to a Google
search about another fan artist. Such news
must have been reported and discussed long
since (though not anywhere Google could
show me). Such a remarkable example of
selflessness 1s worth retelling, in any case.

Frank thoughtfully explained that s
decision was made for the sake of the vitality
of the Best Fan Artist Hugo category. He
wants to “brcak thc logjam” for other fan
artists hke Alan F. Beck, Taral Wayne, Dan
Steffan, Marc Schirmeister, Alexis Gilliland.

To help show that withdrawing 1s not an
ungrateful response to his popularity, Frank
lists many other people who withdrew from
past Hugo races. He might have added the
two most 1mportant examples from the Best
Fan Artist category itself. There’s not an-
other category where serial winners have
been so conscientious about sharing the lime-
light.

Phil Foglio won the Best Fan Artist Hugo
in 1977 and 1978. During his last acccptance
speech, Foglio withdrew from future fanartist
Hugo consideration saying, "I know how
hard it is to get on the list, and once you do

path. The reason Harvia and Foster gave in
1997 is that they had a self-perceived con-
flict of interest created by their close In-
volvement with the San Antonio Worldcon.
Foster had drawn the covers for all the Pro-
gress Reports, and Harvia contnbuted other
art. They made a highly-principled decision.
A past progress report artist had been criti-
cized for having an unfair advantage over
competitors for the Hugo — that's fandom
for you, where someone demands that our
top talents forego Hugo nominations as a
condition of being allowed to provide art for
free!
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debates about Core Fandom, that 1t would be
“quite funny to imagine a world in which the
brave freedom fighters of Core Fandom
really were engaged in a bitter struggle
against the greedy capitalists of WSFS.”" And
in her hands, 1t is funny.

whether Cheryl would find 1t
funny (it might remind her of
blunt comments made by
trufen in past years). Now
that I've learned the full
context, | expect she had no
problem with it at all, if 1t
tums out she didn’t wnte it
herself (1 haven’t stumbled
across that answer yet).

“A Corflu Carol”
from its opening lines:

“Fanzine fandom was
dead, to begin with. There is
no doubt whatsoever about
that. The register of its bunal
was signed by the costumers,
the filkers, the conrunners,
and the fummes. Emcit Eljay
signed it, and Emcit Eljay’s
name was good for a fan
Hugo. Fanzine fandom was
as dead as a doornail.”

Had I not (cvidently) slept
through January 3, I'd have
already known this was ei-
ther the answering salvo to,
or perhaps a tangen-
tial development of, Cheryl’s
comical new series of “Barmy Cats Adven-

Egoscanners Don’t Live in Vain
Brad Foster, the multiple-Hugo-winning fan
artist, likes to keep track of where all his
work has appeared. And after three decades,
that list 1s very long. Brad says, “I’ve done a
lot of art for a lot of weird publications over
the years, not to mention posters, flyers,
decals, patches, logo designs, cards, tee-
shirts, and a little of everything else. And I
kept a list of all of them as they were pub-
lished.”

Now he’s distilled the pages and pages of
notes into a searchable list on his website.
This news might have been important to
Brad alone but for one fact: Faneditors love
to egoscan. You think I didn’t enjoy seeing
File 770's name 70 times on that list? So 1
can confidently predict <http:-//www.-
jabberwockygraphix.com-/inprint.html>  is
the next link you’re going to click if you ever
published a single Foster cartoon.

soars

The new home of David Bratman and Berni
Phillips is named Minnipin Cottage.

The Barmy Cats Adventures
It turns out to have been a mystery only to
me, that nagging question I’ve been ponder-
ing for several weeks: Why did C*****g
D*****s pen “A Corflu Carol” (The Drink
Tank #158), lampooning Cheryl Morgan
with such nch humor [ was embarrassed to
admit how hard I'd laughed? Mainly because
I didn’t know who really threw this barb, or

tures,” launched by the appearance of “The
Clubhouse Affair™ in The Drink Tank #157.

My encounter with “The Clubhouse Af-
fair” waited ‘til March, when 1 caught
up reading Cheryl’s personal blog. She’d
publicly explained the whole project weeks
earlier, on January 20, giving verbal snap-
shots of all the characters.

Cheryl concluded, after reading the recent

Who'’s Been Naughty or Nice?
Jerry Pournelle: “By the time I sit down at
the keyboard to work, Orlando has logged in
to my local wireless Internet access, and I
can tap into web resources. I need that: /n-

ferno Il has a lot of people in it, and I need to

look up details of their lives before | put
them in Hell.” [/Chaos Manor Reviews,
Column 325 Pt. 3]]

Why Spock Can’t Grok
Spock.com showed up as a result while I was running searches with
Google. I decided to find out what the site had going for it besides
the eye-catching domain name.

It’s a new people search engine. Making the obvious test, I typed
in my own name. Spock.com came up with a hit, with great confi-
dence displaying a picture of “Mike Glyer” beside the text — who to
my surprise appeared to be an identical twin of George R. R. Martin,
right down to the green Archon 25 badge that read “"George R. R.
Martin.”

Now I was even more curious. I put in “Ben Yalow.” Spock.com
found him too, sort of: with his entry was a photo of Priscilla Olson
Things werc getting worse: at least George and I both have beards.

Still, mistakes happen. So the third time, I gave Spock.com every
chance to succeed and typed in the name of the most famous fan I
know, “Forrest J Ackerman.” Eureka! This time the image returned
with the text was Forry, surrounded by his collection.

Why didn’t this seem to be working for us lesscr mortals? I went
back to re-run the “Ben Yalow” search, looking for clues. If nothing
clse, I intended to read and note down the silly motto on Priscilla’s
pullover and mention it in this article. But, no. Now, next to Ben’s
name was the picture of a toothbrush.

I can see why they call this beta software.
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Fandom’s Tangied Web

People Can’t Be Fooled
Cancel the Information Age! A UKTV sur-
vey of 3,000 pcople revealed that 23 percent
think Britain’s World War II Prime Minister
Winston Churchill was made up. And de-
spite the many hours devoted to him on the
History Channel, 47 percent believed Rich-
ard the Lionheart was a myth.

You probably remember Stewart Robb’s
satirical “Letter from a Higher Critic”
(Analog, November 1966), where intellectu-
als scoff at the notion that World War 11
actually occurred, and a scholar argues that
the names of the leaders, such as de Gaulle
(*of Gaul”, which is France) and Churchill
(“The Church on the Hill”, symbol of old
England) are obvious inventions.

As a teenaged reader, I considered it per-
fectly likely that the future would misunder-
stand the 20th Century to that degree. But 1
never expected to be living in that future.

Lou’s the News

I was scrolling through SF Signal, a high-
energy blog about sf in all media, when the
name “Lou Tabakow™ leaped off the screen.
What was he doing there? You see, SF Sig-
nal is where 1 expect to find someone ranting
that Heroes has jumped the shark, or
see capsule comments directing me to
the latest blog posts by sf wrnters. I don’t
expect to see news about a famous fan of
long ago, the patniarch of MidwestCon and
OctoCon, a founder of First Fandom.

What was that news? There’s a website
where you can read for free ‘“Faithfully
Yours,” a good story by Tabakow
that Campbell ran in Astounding (1955) and
reappeared in a 1986 collection edited
by Asimov, Greenberg & Waugh, Tin Stars.

Maybe they were told about the Many-
books site and coincidentally one of the cur-
rent posts is Tabakow’s story. But if the
folks at SF Signal recognize Tabakow as a
newsworthy name, all the better. A tip of the
hat to them in either case.

Cons Piracy Hits the Web
Heavy aftershocks were felt for months after
the New Madrid earthquake of 1812, and
according to a popular joke if you asked a
man in Natchez how his farm was he'd run
home to see if it was still there. You'll soon
be hearing a new version of that story featur-
ing conrunners who’ve been asked how their
websites are doing. The former owners
Boskone.com can save themselves the trip:
cyber squatters now own the farm.

Cons are often marketed online using

Star Wars Icons: (L) A costumed stromtrooper challenges a suspicious
postal employee. (R) Is Darth just full of hot air? Here’s photographic proof
taken at a ballooning exhibit in Belgium, published by the Telegraph (UK).

internet domain names identical to the con-
vention’s name. Domain names have finite
lives and must be renewed. Several compa-
nies thrive by claiming expired domain
names and reselling them, sometimes back to
the oniginal owners, through a process that
costs at least a few hundred dollars.
Cybersquatters are not to blame for the
unavailabihity of Eastercon.org and Easter-
con.org.uk, although that was originally sus-
pected when fans noticed the disappearance
of Chris O’Shea’s sites about the con’s his-
tory. Both domains are still registered to him,
paid through next January, but www.who.is

shows the domain as “pending delete restor-
able, hold™ which is not a green-light setting.
Kevin Standlee reports “According to Chris,
it’s not resolving to the correct web site, and
he has to figure out how to get back nto his
provider’s system to re-point the DNS.”

The New England Science Fiction Asso-
ciation unhappily found its “Boskone.com™
address evidently had expired and been re-
registered by a cybersquatter. The club 1s
taking action, according to [nstant Message
#796.

That 1s not the only Boskone domain.
Boskone.org still forwards readers to
NESFA’s official web page promoting the
convention. (Athough this state of affairs is
destined to end in November, according to
www.who.1s). On the other hand, Bosk-
one.net already talks about nothing but last
August’s Lynch/Cheshire wedding in Seattle,
and for the explanation of that your guess is
as good as mine.

Teddy Harvia Sighting

You don’t run a “wherc are they now” fea-
ture about fanartists who still have new work
appcaring, likc Teddy Harvia, who's car-
tooning 1n Denvention 3 publications. Any-
way, Teddy is exactly where he said he'd be,
writing books. “1 am 10% into the second
draft of my first novel and have a complete
outline on my second,” rcports this Renais-
sance fan.


Boskone.com
Eastercon.org
con.org.uk
http://www.who.is
Boskone.org
http://www.who.is
one.net
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OBITUARIES

Ken Slater (1917-2008)

By Andrew Porter
British fan and bookseller Ken Slater, 90,
who was instrumental in the establishment of
the British SF Association and for much of
modemn post-war British SF fandom, died
February 16. He and his wife Joyce (nee
Joyce Teagle, who predeceased him in 1995)
were Fan Guests of Honour at Conspiracy,
the 1987 Worldcon in Brnighton, England and
earlier at the 1959 British Eastercon. Slater
received the the Doc Weir Award in 1966
and the Big Heart Award n 1995 at the Glas-
gow Worldcon. When Forrest J Ackerman
was named #1 Fan Personality at the 1953
Worldcon in Philadelphia, he asked at the
time that the award should go to Ken Slater.
Britain after World War Two was 1n dire
straits. Although the UK was among the
winners of the war, rationing was still on, its
cities were filled with bomb sites, the coun-
try was all but bankrupt because of the cost
of waging war, and fandom was struggling.
Slater, who had been a collector before the
war, was involved with several efforts to
revive fandom in the years immediately af-
ter. In September 1947, Slater published the
first issue of Operation Fantast, whose intent
as stated in i1ts 10 pages was “To encourage
and promote greater interest and enthusiasm
in stf, to complete files of magazines
with missing 1ssues.” A second issue
appeared the following January, but then
Slater was posted overseas, to Germany;
conscription and National Service, as it
was called, was to continue for more
than a decade following the end of the
War. With the help of his girlfriend
Joyce, he published a third issue in
March, which included as a rider another
fanzine, Norma Ashfield’s Alembic.
Suddenly others started publishing
fanzines, and, as Harry Wamer says in
All Our Yesterdays, *'The dam broke and
the flood that later resulted from the
trickle of new British fanzines didn’t ebb
until the mid-1960s.” In 1948 he helped
spread the word about the Whitcon, the
first post-war British SF convention,

now regarded as the first Eastercon. Al-
though he was in Germany, he sent enough
money to buy a round of drinks for everyone
there.

Operation Fantast had members, more
than subscribers. Membership offered people
a way to distnibute their fanzines as riders,
and to contact other fans, to offer want-lists
through small ads that cost a few cents or
pence, to see what magazines, fanzines,
books and other material was available, to
hear about upcoming conventions, and most
importantly, to see that other people with
similar interests cxisted in their own cities,
states, counties and countries. By 1950,
membership had reached 800 people world-
wide. In its way, the organization became a
must-have for 1solated fans, somewhere be-
tween a club and a newszine and a commer-
cial company. Each member received an
annual  handbook containing enormous
amounts of information. Slater’s Operation
Fantast evolved over the intervening decades
into the current mail-order specialist Fantast
(Medway) Ltd., which sold books and maga-
zines by mail order, and at conventions.

At the same time that Operation Fantast
was bringing fans together, Slater had been
active in helping to organize a national SF
club. His first efforts, with the Science Fan-

tasy Society in 1948, had come to nothing,
leaving only the club’s newsletter, Science
Fantasy News. Writing in the 250th issue of
the BSFA’s Vector, Slater remembered, It
was around 1948 I started thinking that Brit-
ain should have a national science-fantasy
society. In terms of fandom at that time, in
Britain there were only a few small regional
or ‘town’ groups — mostly very small —
except for the folk in London. Basically,
London’s fans had no need for organisation;
anyone who cared could attend a meeting
every week, and so could anyone from out of
London who happened to be visiting. I had
spent a fair amount of time bombarding Bnt-
1sh fandom with letters, one-shot fanzines,
and even physical visits when I was in Eng-
land on leave. Finally I talked Vince Clarke,
Owen Plumridge and some others into form-
ing the society that was called ‘the British
Fantasy Society’ which survived a couple of
years, and was outlived by the fanzine origi-
nally published in its name. At this point I
more or less gave up. [ had left the army, and
was struggling to convert parts of ‘Operation
Fantast’ into ‘Fantast (Medway) Limited’.

“This was the time of the Cytricons in
Kettering, and at the fourth one of those, in
1958, my dream came true. The formation of
the British Science Fiction Association took
place. The first | knew about was a letter
telling me of the formation, and informing
me | had been made founding member num-
ber six, in view of my past efforts. I did not
join the BSFA; I was conscripted! 1 did not
take a very active part in the proceedings; I
contributed an item to Vector as requested
which was a sort of catch-all column titled
‘General Chuntering’, and would help out
with other things if/when asked. But things
seemed to continue on a reasonably smooth
course. A very good Vector was being pro-
duced, and there seemed to be a reasonable
number of people joining the BSFA. But
then at the AGM [Annual General Meeting]
at Yarcon it was revealed that the finan-
cial position was far from good; there
was a fair possibility that the Associa-
tion was bankrupt, although the ac-
counts were unclear. The cost of the
publications was taking too much of the
income, and although there were new
people joining, they were not renewing
when they expired. The BSFA became
‘BSFA Ltd.’ so that officers had a legal
responsibility, we produced some dupli-
cated (and self-typed) Vectors as a stop
gap and information line, and then I
resigned — not for any particular rea-
son, except that I felt I had done enough
— and was madc Life member Number
Four.”

Through the years, although Slater
became known to thousands as a book
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and magazine seller, he also
got hundreds of people inter-
ested in SF fandom. In the
last few years he attended a
convention in Poland and still
had a dealers table at
Novacon. In the last few
years he reluctantly conceded
that he needed a bit of help
carrying boxcs. The BSFA
notes on its website, “His
influence on Bntish science
fiction fandom is incalculable

and he will be missed by
many, many people within

(1) Ken Slater. (2) Joan Enslinger. (3) Greg McMullan. (4) Joey Grillot.

the science fiction commu-
nity.”

Walter Willis, writing in the 1987 World-
con program book, stated, “One may specu-
late that we would all have become active
fans anyway ... but for myself, 1 had been
reading SF since 1934 ... but never thought
for a moment of being involved in such fan-
ciful goings-on. I believe it was Ken and
Joyce who changed my life, and very much
for the better.”

Jim Linwood writes, “Ken Slater 1s a
major name 1n Bntish Science Fiction Fan-
dom. Between 1953-1959 he contributed a
regular book review column for ‘Nebula
Science Fiction’ which covercd most of the
hardcover SF books published in the United
Kingdom during that period. The revicws
were entertaining, unpretentious and infor-
mative from someone who described his
reading habits as, ‘I like to take a book, a
glass or cup of some liquor appropriate to the
time and season, a comfortable chair, ciga-
rettes or pipe ... and a few hours’.”

Peter Weston recalls: “In my very early
years the only thing I knew about Ken Slater
was that he wrote the book reviews in Neb-
ula. Then, in 1963 I leamed he was also a
science fiction bookseller, and | came to
cagerly await his monthly catalogue, which
provided my supply-linc and usually con-
tained all sorts of news. When | went to my
first SF convention 1 discovered Ken was in
charge of the book-room, and was also on
the programme running a sort of *Any Ques-
tions?’ event. 1 discovered he was heavily
involved in running that con, and had been
Chairman the year before. Then, someonc
told me about Ken’s wartime and post-war
trading activities with Operation Fantast,
which for years kept British fandom alive,
and in the wreckage of the British Science
Fiction Association Fanzine Foundation I
came across some of his neatly-printed, half-
size journals and yearbooks which, though
out of date, were packed with information.
At the 1966 Yarmouth SF convention, Ken
became Vice-Chairman of the BSFA, and at
the end of 1966 together with Doreen Parker,

rescued the BSFA’s magazine Vector and
bailed-out the Association, which would
otherwise have gone broke. Much later, 1
discovercd Ken had been one of the original
voices pressing for the formation of a na-
tional SF organisation. In the 1970s he was
one of the first fans to embrace the opening-
up of international fandom, with his trips to
conventions all over Europe.

“Everywhere | go, Ken seems to have
been there first. He started pushing the causc
of SF fandom in the year I was born, and
shows no signs of stopping yet; he 1s still
selling books, he is still ‘reading the rubbish’
(to quotc his own words) and now he’s into
electronic fandom where his memory for
detail is as good as ever (except for faces!)
and his anecdotes are greatly appreciated.
He’s won thc Doc Weir Award, been Guest
of Honour at various British SF conventions,
and was properly honoured [as Fan Guest of
Honour] at the Brighton Worldcon in 1987.”

You can read Ken Slater’s 1950s reviews
in the British SF magazine “Nebula™ here:
<http://members.aol.com/nebulasf/kenslater.
htm>.

++ Andrew Porter

Joey Grillot

Joey “Big Reel” Grillot, long-time New Or-
leans fan, passed away at 4 a.m. on Christ-
mas Day 2007. He had been in poor health
for awhile. Heart trouble, and pneumonia in
both lungs, finally took his life. He was 62.

Joey earncd the nickname “Big Reel” by
running the 24-hour movie programs at many
conventions. He lived in the Ninth Ward of
New Orleans prior to Hurricane Katrina. He
called himself a “Yat” — a term 1 first heard
used by George Alec Effinger, who said
“Yats” are people living 1n a particular part
of New Orelans who are commonly mistaken
for having a Brooklyn accent. The mix of
Creole and Southern accents turns “Where
you at” into the commonly heard “Where
y’at?”

Joey was a member of the Stage Hand
Union Local Chapter #39. His obituary in the

New Orleans Times-Picayune added that he
was a colorful United Cab dnver for many
years.

I reminisced about Joey in The Knarley
Knews about a year ago, saying he was a
wondcrful character [ first met when he
saved the day at an L.A. Worldcon bid party
back in the ‘90s. | had madec the supply run
and bought what seemed to me like enough
soda, but fans were rapidly drinking us dry.
Joey volunteered as bartender, corralled all
the liter bottles behind him at the counter,
and poured very discreet servings the rest of
the night. Everybody got a cup of something
on ice and the party continued on without a
glitch. When the doors closed Joey even had
a little left over and offered to pour drinks
for the hosts from a half-full bottle of grape-
fruit-flavored mixer. (We respectfully de-
clined.) His performance had been as inspir-
ing as Jimmy Stewart’s in /t's a Wonderful
Life, surviving the run on the Building &
Loan with a pair of dollar bills left over at
closing time. Joey sure earned his angel
wings that night.

Frank Schiavo’s insightful appreciation
sums him up very well:

“Joey was funny, giving, smart as a whip,
boisterous, lovely and wise. A pretty good
slow dancer, so my wife swears, and he had
a way with a patriotic tune that would make
Kate Smith proud.... Working with him
made the many hours of voluntecr work at
conventions fun and yet we always walked
away knowing something more than when
we started. Joey was a teacher as well as a
buddy....”

Gary Gygax
Gary Gygax, who co-created the fantasy
game Dungeons & Dragons, died March 4 at
his home 1n Lake Geneva, WI. He was 69.
The publication of Dungeons & Dragons in
1974 fostered explosive growth in the popu-
lanity of role-playing games. D&D also be-
came the cornerstone of a publishing and
marketing phenomenon, TSR, Inc. When
Gygax and TSR parted ways in the mid-
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1980s, he went on to create new RPGs.

Rob Hansen’s well-regarded fanhistory
Then claims that Gary Gygax was an LA fan
whose early experiences with role-playing
games included Coventry. This was the role-
playing universe originated in the late 1950s
by Paul Stanbery. Stanbery introduced it to
LASFS, and under gamesmaster Ted Johns-
tone 1t attracted well-known Southern Cali-
fornia fans as players.

However, research shows it is likely that
when the co-authors of Dungeons & Dragons
first met, Gygax lived in Lake Geneva, Wis-
consin, and Dave Ameson was enrolled at
the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis-St.
Paul, and their first meeting occurred at a
war-gaming tournament attended by their
respective clubs.

Stephen Marlowe
(born Milton Lesser)

By Andrew Porter

Author Stephen Marlowe, 79, died February
22 in Wilhamsburg, VA after a long illness.
Although his name was changed legally to
Stephen Marlowe, he was bom Milton
Lesser to Norman and Sylvia Lesser of
Brooklyn, NY, on August 7, 1928. He was
the author of more than 50 novels, which
were translated into more than two dozen
languages.

He began his career as a writer of pulp
science fiction, publishing several dozen Sk
stories under his own name and a variety of
pseudonyms — Alexander Blade, Ralph
Burke, Adam Chase, Lee Francis, Andrew
Frazer, Darius John Granger, Jason Ridgway,
S. M. Tenneshaw, C. H. Thames, at least
once Ellery Queen — for many of the lesser
SF magazines of the late 1940s and early
1950s.

For the Winston juvenile SF series, Lesser
wrote the first title in the series, Farthbound
(1952), as well as The Star Seekers (1953),
Stadium Beyond the Stars (1960), and the
last in the series, Spacemen, Go Home
(1961). His other SF novels were Somewhere
['ll Find You (1947), Slaves to the Metal
Horde (1954), Recruit for Andromeda
(1959), and Secret of the Black Planet
(1965). He also edited the anthology Looking
Forward.

He may be best remembered as the author
of the private eye senes featuring Chester
Drum. Marlowe founded the Writer-in-
Residence program at William & Mary in
1974, received France’s Prix Gutenberg du
Livre 1n 1988 and the Life Achievement
Award of the Private Eye Writers of America
in 1997.

He 1s survived by his wife, Ann Marlowe,
a sister, two daughters and two grandchil-
dren.

Donations in his name may be made to
the Authors League Fund, 31 East 32nd
Street, 7th floor, New York NY 1001]6.

Dr. Christine Haycock

By Andrew Porter

Dr. Christine Haycock, 84, widow of Sam
Moskowitz, died after a sudden unexpected
illness on January 23 at St. Joseph’s Hospital
in Wayne, New Jersey. She had been in the
process of moving from her home in New-
ark, NJ, to relatives in the Midwest, and had
sold her remaining SF paintings and other
collections before becoming 1ill. An award-
winning surgeon and professor, active in
cancer research, she was a nurse in World
War 11, and after becoming an M.D., was the
first woman intem at Walter Reed Medical
Center. In later years she obtained a Master’s
in Political Science at Rutgers, was a gradu-
ate of the U.S. Army Command and General
Staff College, and the U.S. Army War Col-
lege. She retired from the military with the
rank of Colonel in 1984. With her husband,
whom she married in 1958, she attended
hundreds of local, regional and World con-
ventions, was a GoH at the 1965 Disclave,
and was active in New Jersey fandom. She
was buried in Arlington National Cemetery
in Washington, D.C.

In Passing

Popular filker Greg McMullan (1963-2008)
died in a fire at his Massachusetts home on
January 28. He is survived by Maya, his wife
of seven years, and his stepdaughter Faeryn,
who both were out of the house at the time.
The filk community has rallied around Maya
and 1s collecting donations to help her re-
cover after losing nearly everything in the
tragedy.

Joan Eslinger (1959-2008) died February 7.
Bill Higgins posted online that he first met
her through Champaign-Urbana (Illinois)
fandom and the General Technics group. She
worked for years in the Silicon Valley. Eslin-
ger was active on Usenet and other online
forums as early as the mid-1980s, often using
“Wombat” for her handle.

Seattle fan Anita Rowland died December
10, 2007. She was mvolved 1n running Pot-
latch and an active blogger.

Margaret (“Peggy”) Crawford died June
23, 2007 at the age of 82. Peggy and her
husband Bill (who passed away in 1984)
were active LASFSians in the 1940s. After
World War 11, they founded Fantasy Publish-
ing Company, Inc. and were part of the small
press boom of that period. They were in-

volved in publishing the magazines Fantasy
Book, Spaceway, Coven 13 and Witchcraft &
Sorcery. They also ran a series of small con-
ventions in the Los Angeles area. [Source:
De Profundis|

Australian sf fan Marea Ozanne passed
away on January 13. She is survived by her
husband, Ken, and son Alex.

Marca and Ken provided hospitality to
some of the overseas fans traveling Australia
after the 1975 Worldcon, including Bob
Tucker, and also to the Cantors on their
DUFF trip in the 1980s. The Ozannes joined
LASFS and visited the clubhouse in North
Hollywood at least twice. They were part of
the Australia in 1999 committee. [Source:
Australian SF Bullsheet 71]

Derek Pickles (1928-2008), the British fan
credited with inventing “The Usual™ as the
standard method of payment for fanzines,
died January 5. Ansible reports that he edited
a notable zine, Phantasmagoria (1950-1955),
and he stood for TAFF in 1954. Derek re-
sumed fanac in the 1990s after a long ab-
sence following his 1956 cancer operation,
attending the 1991 Mexicon and the 1998
Leeds Corflu.

NYC fan, copy editor and proof-
reader Robert Legault died of a massive
coronary in mid-February. Legault was
found at his apartment in NYC over the Feb-
ruary 23 weekend after failing to respond to
the phone or e-mails. He was 58. Quite a
few detailed reminiscences about Legault
have been posted online, including at Mak-
ing Light and SF Scope. [Thanks to Andrew
Porter for the pointer. |

Writer and long-time fan Janet Kagan died
March 1 at the age of 63 after a battle with a
combination of COPD (Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease), emphysema, and ano-
rexia. She had just cntered home-hospice
care after a period of decline that followed a
hospital stay. Her novelette “The Nutcracker
Coup™ won the Best Novelette Hugo and
also was nominated the Nebula.

(=
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The Worldcon [ Saw

by John Hertz

Nippon 2007, August 30—September 3, 2007, 65th World Science
Fiction Convention, 46th Japan Science Fiction Convention, Yokohama

Author Guests of Honor, David

which means “cosmic dust” but

Brin, Sakyo Komatsu; Graphic
Artists, Yoshitaka Amano, Mi-
chael Whelan; Fan, Takumi Shi-
bano. Attendance about 3,000;
Art Show sales about $40,000.

Yokohama, capital of Kanagawa
Prefecture, now with 4 million peo-
ple Japan’s largest incorporated city
(Tokyo, next door, is not a single
incorporated city — in fact it may
not really be the capital of Japan —
but never mind), and known to
history a thousand years ago, soared
when Commodore Perry came. It
becamc the Alien Port. Within two
decades the first English-language
newspaper In Japan started here, the
first daily newspaper, the first rail-
way; Phileas Fogg touched here in
Around the World in Eighty Days.

Of course a city can soar. Don’t
you read science fiction?

In 2004 we were voting World-
con sites three years in advance. At
that year’s Worldcon in Boston,
Yokohama beat Columbus, and
Nippon 2007 was on. I had been
with the Japan bid since 2000. Ta-
kumi Shibano had becn since 1957
— or perhaps 1927, the year he was
born.

With Japanese names — as with
Hungarian, incidentally — the first
shall be last and the last shall be
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sounds like “space man” — pun-
sters, you ain’t seen nothin’. Tetsu
Yano had already been to the 1953
Worldcon. In the 1960s Shibano
met Roy Tackett, who was then a
U.S. Marine serving in Japan.
Shibano started the Japanese na-
tional s-f convention and began
contributing to Tackett’s fanzine
Dynatron. A one-time fund
(TOFF, the Trans-Oceanic Fan
Fund) brought Shibano to the 1968
Worldcon. He and Yano received
the Big Heart, our highest service
award, in 1987. The Shibanos,
Takumi and his wife Sachiko,
were Fan Guests of Honor at the
1996 Worldcon, whose Program
Book showed 132 members from
Japan, more than any country but
the United States, more than all
but four of its States.

In 2000, Westercon LIII was in
Honolulu. I've told how the Shi-
banos and their married daughter
Miho Hiramoto helped me get and
wear Japanese formal clothes to
judge the Masquerade (File 770
138). Japan was rcady to bid. The
year 2004 was not too far away; on
the contrary, it was ternbly soon. |
tricd to do my part, which included
trying to figure out what that was.

first. In Japanese custom one first

states the surname. Some people

when using Enghish adopt the English-
language custom of first stating the personal
name. Some don’t. That can be confusing.
Since English has capital letters (Japanese
doesn’t), some people write the surname in
capital letters wherever it comes: AMANO
Yoshitaka, Michael WHELAN. Like many
such arrangements that makes perfect sense
if you already understand it. In this article |
put surnames last. Elsewhere ] promise noth-
ing.

I also continuc my practice of generally
mentioning people by surmame, a literary
familiarity. I mean no rudeness to Mr. Shi-
bano, my senior and my teachcr, nor others

@brad w-{oster- 2005

entitled to honorifics; nor do I explore here
the Japanese practice of names for various
purposes — everyone knows the translator
Kozumi Rei (incidentally a Japanization of
“cosmic ray”) 1s Takumi Shibano, it is not a
disguise, and one refers to the great poet
Basho, that being a literary name. not his
surname Matsuo nor his personal name Kin-
saku.

Also that mark over the o back there is
for the Japanese long vowel. If you know too
little of Japanese, dear reader, to care, or too
much, forgive me.

Shibano started the first Japancse fanzine
in 1957, which was and is called Uchiijin,

I will mention the Nippon 2007
Haiku Contest, a bid party at Lo-
scon XXX (2003) co-hosted with
Genny Dazzo, and a bidzine article “The
Strangeness”. Of course there were things
too fierce to mention.

We knew thc con would be strange.
Strange for Japanese, strange for visitors. We
looked forward to it; are we not fen? We
were not disappointed.

Over the next years wonders came. Japa-
nese campaigned throughout the s-f commu-
nity. The bid won. Chairman Hiroaki Inoue,
a special guest at CascadiaCon the 2005
NASFiC (North America S-F Con, held
when the Worldcon is overseas), judged that
Masquerade with Marie Cooley and me al-
though we had no Japancse and he had
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little Enghsh (a fine interpreter, Takayuki
Karahashi, came too). Even now some don’t
know Inoue as an anmimé celebrty. North
America agent Peggy Rae Sapienza rode
atop the ups and downs of an immeasurable

A seasoning of wisdom unaccountably
mixed up with the strangest whims

Sterne

and uncertain role with charm, and if she’d
been the United Kingdom agent, or this were
Boswell’s Life of Johnson, I'd also say with
bottom — | already mentioned strangeness. |
was made an Advisor to the committee, the
only non-Japanese. 1 had no notion how I'd
get to the con.

My L.A.con IV roommate Murray Moore
started a one-time fund, HANA (Hertz
Across to Nippon Alhance; Japanese hana =
“flower”, a frequent word in poetry). This
succeeded, a culminating wonder, there and
back again.

My Nippon 2007 roommates were Mike
Willmoth and his wife Jean Godden. We
stayed at the Rose Hotel, Chinatown. The
rose 1s Yokohama’s official flower. That
Chinatown is the largest in Japan. The Alien
Port. We went to and from the con site by
train or taxi to save money or time. In the
first taxi I took alone, the driver returned my
tip. I found no tipping in Japan.

On the airplane over | had found Greg
Benford. He praised the 800-word s-f stories
on the back page of Nature. At Narita Air-
port I failed to find Larry Niven. Our confu-
sion was mostly harmless. Dinner at the
Rose with Godden and Willmoth; on the
menu four grades of Chinese rice wine, six
teas; we talked of skill and talent, and Kelly
Freas’ big heart.

The con site was in the new Minato Mirai

(“port future™) complex, the Pacifico Confer-
ence Center & Exhibit Hall, and two main
hotels, the Intercontinental which was adja-
cent to the Conference Center, and the Pa-
cific. The “Pacifico” — “Pacific” likeness led
to confusion, mostly harmless.

Registration had a Japanese side and an
everyone-else side because of the way peo-
ple’s names went. Japanese writing 1S 1in
three sets of characters, mainly Chinese
(kanji) which are not alphabetical although
the two supplements (hiragana and kata-
kana) are; also most Japanese have one of a
very few surnames. Japanese registration
methods would choke on a thousand Amen-
can-European-Austrahan folk, like foreign
methods on that many Japanese. Attendance
was half and half. I had been told it would be
impossible to get the Program Book half in
English with a Whelan cover, half 1n Japa-
nese with an Amano cover, like an Ace
Books double. But it wasn’t.

First of the con was the Aardvark Panel,
“about aardvarks or whatever other fancy
comes to mind.” Last was the Zygote Panel.
I never leamned how translators managed
that. I moderated the aardvarks, Paul Cor-
nell, Susan de Guardiola, Jessica Langer.
Langer was named for Jessica Atreides in
Dune; she was a Ph.D. student from London;
it was her first con. She asked about my
propeller beanie. We proceeded comfortably
to Litlle Mosque on the Prairie. De Guar-
diola praised FEifelheim. Comell said we
were like a Worldcon in mimature. Langer
said “Speaking of shoes —" I ruled, “On
topic.”

The European counterpart of HANA was
the Japan Expeditionary Travel Scholarship,
not invented for one person but holding an
election and choosing Chris O’Shea. In the
bustle of Thursday moming Hiroaki Inoue’s
wife Tamie, the con General Affairs Man-
ager, found me and stuck a ribbon "HANA
Delegate” on my name-badge. She had made
“JETS Delegate” too. | had gone west,
O’Shea east, to meet for the first time in
Japan.

That afternoon he and 1 were on “Fan
Funds, What Are They”. Michael Liebmann
the Filking chief joined us to tell of Interfilk,
which sends filksingers where they could not
otherwise go, e.g. Franklin Gunkelmann
from Germany to the San Francisco Bay filk
convention Consonance in 2004. Alan Stew-
art of Thyme, who was the 1994 Down Un-
der Fan Fund delegate, joined us too. Lieb-
mann proved to be a cousin of Stu Shiffman
the 1981 Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund delegate.

The Art Show, thc Dealers’ Room, and
our exhibits were down an escalator in the
Exhibit Hall. 1 had to mount the Selina
Phanara Sampler and build “Fanzine Art”.
Jerome Scott had printed color reproductions

of her work, not for sale, on a background
sheet with a rod at the top. She reminds me
of Hans Arp; he made his “natural shapes”
up but they scem to have grown. She’s one
of our most original artists. “Fanzine Art”
too was not-for-sale reproductions. I had
been told it would be possible to get three
panels, with an overall sign and fanartists’
names in English, Japanese, and Klingon.
But it wasn’t. I got one panel and made la-
bels myself. The hours 1 had spent picking
wordless drawings paid off. Japanese looked.

To the Conference Center. I found Flick
in the newsletter office. She had made JETS
trading seals, a local fad deriving from the
seals Japanese execute documents with;
these were colorful stickers to collect in
booklets. Also on the ground floor 1 found
the Shibanos, Sachiko carrying her Wester-
con LIII tote-bag, with its brilliant Jane Den-

Even though nothing noteworthy took
place, there was something peculiarly
elegant about the entire scene, which
makes me feel bound to mention it.

Sei Shonagon

nis design of a flying saucer watching a Gau-
guin landscape. Seichi Shirato, who had
helped me with “A Look at Eij1 Yokoyama”
(S-F Chronicle 248), found me and brought
me to meet Yokoyama in person. He's one of
our most original artists. The Dealers’ Room
had four of his 2007 book covers, a set of
Illuminarus! (Eye of the Pyramid being in 2
vol.) — whose translator, Takashi Ogawa, |
do not envy — in a big blue display from the
publisher Shueisha.

Standing room only at Opening Ceremo-
nies. 1'd never seen such a thing. Hiroaki
Inoue said his hat (a red inverted frustum —
fine word that — and yellow brim, about ten
gallons in size, with Mickey Mouse ears)
had been sent by Christian McGuire. This
was because, at 2006 Closing Ceremonies,
when McGuire in his final act as Chairman
handed over the official gavel, Inoue 1n this
same hat politely took off the hat, drew a
raygun, and killed McGuire. Or so McGuire
explained it to me afterward.

Komatsu in his deep baritone joked “The
girl in the red shoes was taken away by a
foreigner” — actually Baum’s book The
Wizard of O: gives Dorothy silver shoes —
and acknowledged exotic Yokohama, pio-
neering Uchyjin. Brin said “*S-F 1s the litera-
ture which represents the possibility that
people could be better than we are. You are
the people who believe there is a future.”
Amano joked “It’s strange to stand here on
land” — the con site was landfill — *“this
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used to be sea, so Yokohama is suitable” —
alluding to Komatsu's Japan Sinks. Whelan
said “This is the pinnacle of my career.”
Inoue said “Shibano inspired me to bring the
Worldcon here,” and as Shibano entered, we
rose to our feet. Shibano said “I'm honored
that I was given the chance to witness this.”
Inoue banged the gavel.

The bid parties, indeed the big parties,
were 1n the Harbor Lounge, a separate hall in
the complex. The Montréal for 2009 World-
con bid served maple stew, and ice cider
from apples deliberately frozen as ice wine is
with grapes. Kansas City served mikan sake
flavored with oranges. Japanese fans knew
how little of Komatsu’s work was available
in English; they had made a helpful exhibit,
as I later found. Edie Stem had come to ac-
cept a Hugo for Science Fiction Five-Yearly
in case it won, as she later found. Willmoth
said David Nordley's slide show on interstel-
lar travel, across from the Fan Funds panel,
was well interpreted. And so to bed.

The Heinlein panel was at 10 a.m. on
Friday. This was Heinlein’s hundredth birth
year. Yano had been a big Heinlein fan. The
panel was Keith Kato, Kari Maund, Farah
Mendlesohn, Nordley, David Silver. No
moderator had been assigned. Silver tried.
Maund said, Heinlein showed a generous
future. Kato said, his writing inspired techni-
cal people, including Kato’s Ph.D. disserta-
tion in plasma physics. Mendlesohn said,
Heinlein could write stories suitable for an
entire family. Therc came a lot of approval
and disapproval of his characters. From the
audience | said, he was an artist; had he not
been a good one, nobody would have noticed

or cared about them. Mendlesohn said, after
Heinlein an “invention story” was about the
people around the invention.

In Fanzine Alley not one English-
language fanzine. In the Art Show a collabo-
ration by Bob Eggleton, Naoyuki Kato, and
Michael Whelan, three hours on half a dozen
canvasses to be auctioned for the benefit of
the con. The Komatsu exhibit showed twelve
novels, thirtcen shorter stories, with notes in
English and Japanese, posters, color repro-
ductions of book covers, and screenings of
Japan Sinks (the 1973 Shiro Moritani ver-
sion). At the Heinlein Society exhibit | ran
into Silver. He said “Well?” so I joined. The
Intercontinental lobby had a sign “Welcome
Worldcon Voyagers”. The Voyager 1l space
probe had just reached the heliosheath, outer
reaches of the solar wind. A fan who’d been
in the 2:30 p.m. flower-arranging class gave
me a lily, which | accepted with joy. Therc
was Sachiko Shibano. Of course I gave the
lily to her. At the Art Show reception Lisa
Standlee said, Japanese are less disconnected
by high tech because they also reach for the
timeless.

A message came from Glenn Glazer and
Allison Hershey. Of course I went. Outside a

Rational and emotional.

Carlo Maria Giulini

room at the Intercontinental was an hour’s
worth of their friends accumulating. Celebri-
tous persons including the con chair ap-
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