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FILE 770:80, paddies madly through the rapids of fannish
chaos {o your mailbox and soggily anncunces it came fros
Nike G6lyer of 5828 Woodman Ave. #2, Van Nuys CA 91401,
Stay close enough to be splashed by fan news by
subscribing 5 issues for $5.00, $1,25 overseas air printed
matter rate -- or whatever other surreptitious means you

can devise!
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The Noreascon Three Hugo ballot-stuffing confroversy has
continued to produce a great deal amore heat than light.
Beese and Hamilton have circulated a b-page memc and
provaked the Noreascon Three committee to retaliate with a
27-page press release whose cover letter ends, *He invite
you to read our narrative and these docusents and sake up
your aings.”

Before offering that blandly confident invitation, hovever,
the coamittee makes it clear they have withheld a
considerable amount of relevant information,

What they did disclose gives the public a limited reviev of
the evidence Mark Olson, Geocrge Flynn, Rick Katze and the
rest of the cosmittee have used to fore their decisions,
The data almost does more to infore one about  the
coaeittee’s own attitudes and sethods than about he bloc
voting scheme and 1ts prepretrators,

Noreascan's first press release informed fans that block
voting had been detected in aany Hugo categeries, some of
these votes being <ash by new auppuiving EEECEFS whc Gougnlb
their memberships with sequentially-nusbered postal eoney
orders. The comsitiee's new release includes a 7 page
chronelogy of the ballot-stuffing scandal, describing scae
af the evidence, and rationalizing the commities's
decisions at each step.

Noreascon states: “...We were aware fairly eerly that a
rather large amcunt of blec voting was taking place, but
this did not greatly concern us until the vave of money-
crder ballots started appearing in mid-March (the three
goney orders in February had not been noticed at the timel.
The deadline for Hugo nominations was March 15 (postaark)
and all the money order ballots hac been received by March
16, The meabers of the committee vere made aware of the
outlines of the situation, and a discussicn of the matter
was planned for Saturday, March 25, when a meeting had
already been scheduled to confira the nomination counts anc
resclve any Huge eligibility guestions. ...The committes
agreed  that the acney-crder ballols constituted an
1epropriety: the guesticn was what to do abeut it."

Noreascon's statesent carefully defined their terme: "'The
bloc vote' refers to a set of over 30 nomination ballots
vith strongly correlated nocainations. More precisely,
there were several subsets, with a very sirong resesblan:e
among the ballots in each subset, and a sozewhat leszer
reseablance between one subset and another. MWe presuse
that several people were soliciting noainations, each with
((please turn to page 13))
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Dan Alderson passed avay guietly in bed at about 1i A¥ the
aorning of May 17. He is survived by his father and by
nany friends in Fandom and the vorld of Science.

What does one say vhen one has mixed ewotions about the
loss of a friend? I a; sad, because I'1l never see ay
friend again; on the other hand, he had a very hard tine
af it these last fev years and now the hardship end pain
are over, and for that I have to feel relieved and in 2
way happy for hinm.

for sose tiae he had been in a convalescent home near the
clubbouse, stricken by the effects of diabates. He could
no longer see {a said fate for a reader as avid as Dan),
had lost his sense of touch, and had lost a foot to
surgery, His best friend, Ed Buchean, had for soae tise
been bringing Dan the mile or 50 to the club, so that he
could experience at least something of LASFS aeetings.
But eventually even that proved too stvessful, and his
only enjoyments were a radio that Roger Hill had
especially rigged for him, and the visits of his LASFS
chuss,  The last time I saw hin I spent sose time reading
to him froa "Walt Disney's Comics and Stories®, agiving a
drasatic reading of 2 Mickey Mouse serial. Doing the
voice of Black Pete is very hard on the throat, but it
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ﬂ% It makes it
/y hard on a guy
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intrezsed Dan’s  enjoyaent and made the occasion 4  hagy
ane.

I first met Dan Alderson in late 1987 or early 1968, scon
after [ joined LASFS, and by the aiddie of {369 e were
aood fripnds. Dan was an excellent friend to haver giving,
caring, interested in his friends’ lives, and yith many
fecets of interest to those who Jistened to b (though
sonstines his self-effacing attitude could be a £it much.)

Da worked his whele life for the JIet Propulsion
Laboratories, and his TRAM (TRAjectory Mositor) program vas
a vital gart of the unmanned space effort in the B05 and
70s.  Viking, Mariner and especially Voyager ships made it
wnto space principally because of W4is computer genius,
When some alien race finds that playe ve sent out, 1f will
be 2 tribute to Dan Alderson.

Dan had many interests in fandom. He was a charter sember
of CAPA-alpha, the first comics amateur press assoczation,
and vas for a time its Central Watler, He introduced Glen
Goodknight Lo the works of JRR Telkiem, and so is a sort of
godfather to the Mythopoeic Seciety. At LASFS, he did many
things over the years: he was a seaber of the LASFS Eoard
of Directors for a very long time, and was Senior
Committeeman (Vice President) wvhen the club bought its
firsy clubhouse, and had the distinction of calling to
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order the first seeting there. He was the treasurer for 2
few local conventions. His efforts on behalf of APA-L
vere considerable.

Dan's favorite authors were mostly people he knew, like
Larry Miven, Jerry Powrrnelle, Poul Anderson, Hal Cleasent
and, [I'a nroud ta say, se. He also like the comics vork
of Otto Binder and Williar Woolfolk, He dearly laved the
old *Space Patrol® series,

But he was aiso a master raconteur hiaself, with a rich
tantasy universe people with interesting vaces and
characters, He could tell you about thea almost
endlessly. The people of Toadland, the Mauvepucians (vhat
most people know as cosic-book Funny Animals),
Arfaibblestein (master villain who spent his time in
search of the Arfnibblestone, source of ultimate power),
and pany more, most with nases so long and strange that
- Douglas Adams would do the dance of joy to hear thea.

All of this controlled from the key point in the Cosmos,
vhich just happened to be Dan's hose in Tujunga, known as
*Universe Center.® MHe knew these stories well, but
sopehov never get around to writing thea down.

And now the Universe has lost its Center, 6Goodbye, Dan.

DC where he wvorks for Congressman Dana Rohrbacher of
California’s 42nd district (Seal Beach) doing sciemte and
technical issues. In recent years Kyger has been a
prosinent advocate of space exploration, living in San
Francisco.  Further amiraculous proof there is life after
being a WorldCon chair.

THE ELLISON FILE; Thanks to his 6Geec car commercials,
Barlan €Ellison was asked to appear on HBO's  “Not
Necessarily The News" in a live broadcast May 24. He
vould be appearing in his role as "Noted Futurist®,

Appearing in a virtual repértory coapany of roles, Ellison
has asked to do 20 panels at the 1988 Mestercon, to be
held July 4 veekend in Anaheia, CA. Maybe he would break
the Guiness Book of Records mark for sost panels done by a
pro on a convention veekénd. But is the tawdry pursuit of
statistics Ellison's geal? Bhen asked why he is doing
this Ellison said amiably, *Oh, only to piss people off.*

—————

valkabout Los Angeles in May vhile on separate Aserican
tours.

Hestern Australians Julia Batesan and her hushand Craig
Hilton spread the vord that there is a revitalized Perth
in '94 WorldCon bid. Ironically, because one of the bids
ic about 10,000 miles closer o home, Perth and Winnipeg

suffer coeparable disadvantages ip access to the US woter
base due to their geographic isolajion asd the expense of
travel. In last October's Nagle Leaf Rag, Vanceuverite
William Affleck-Asch-Lowe reported that the sentiment at
NOLAcon favored the Winnipeg bi¢. Nov both must also
contend vith a Nashville, TN, bid for the saae year.

Bid Coordinator Julia Bateman's handout says, "Dne of our
sajor probleas is that we are so far from the centres of
fan activity in the United States and Britain. That means
we have to vork twice as hard as anyocne else to tell fans
about ourselves, It is iapossible for us to carry out the
sage kinds of bidding activities that US fan centres can
vithout sperding eany thousands of dollars. This is a
handicap, but one ve are deterained to overcoze." She
adds, “There are many vorld class facilities in Perth that
ve established for the {1984 America's] Cup from which we
vill benefit, At the moment we are looking at Observation
City and the facilities around it as a possible convention
site. It has everything necessary for a semorable
convention, and the Indian Ocean over the road is a superb
sviaming pool." Part of a LASFS meeting was given over to
their presentation. .

Los Angeles also played host to Nigel Rowe in early May.
Returning to Nev lealand after awhile in the U.K., Nigel
made a fanzine fan's tour of Aserica, spending 5 days in
Madison and Corflyu veekend in Minneapolis. Nigel's LA hosts
vere Marty and Robbiz Cantor, who enlisted me to take his
to Disneyland. Talking %o Nigel I felt it vas a close
call, but Disneyland iaepressed him even sore than the
world's biggest concrete cov, cheving its silicon cud on a
North Dakota hilltop.

SCIFI REIMBURSES WORLDCON APA EYPENSES: Robert Sacks
urites, "] anm pleased to report that I have received an
expense check from SCIFI (the Southern California Institute
for Fan Interests) for the full amount of ay expenses in
producing WOCF 12/13 at NOLAcon II.  This is money 1 never
expected to see; vords cannot express ay gratitude.® SCIFI

funded the amount from 'B4 MWerldCon profits,

-----------

30, 1989 to parents Dana Siegel and Eric Rowe. David's
veight at birth was 6 Ibs. B oz,

IT HAPPENED IN PORTLAND: The April issue of Portland's
clubzine, Pylsar, reports: “Bryce Walden's cat Bilbo died
at the age of 19 years apd B sonths; the funeral will be
tomorrov...{it is NOT a party)." Alse, “David Johason is
looking for a copy of the Koran.® (For what?) And:
*Michael Pearce has put out a contract on the life of the
Ayatollah.” (Oh.)

In the same issue, Roger Wells furnishes a very thought-
provoking discussion of the appropriateness of censorship
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L What were
| You sauing about
\Janzine fandom?

_It’s not
important.

fror the Third World's point of view, together with
scles of its wixed successes at dictating which
nefits  of Western technology and culture will be
dgitted to those countries, It's net a lomg article, but
ane well warth neding for fresk insights about a topic
»st fans and prosc typically reduce to boring, self-
onb2ous” indignation,

send 50 cents fo:  PorSFis, PO Box

UUSEONS % DRABONS DEFEYDED: Nelda Kathleen Kennedy in The
NASFA  Ehuttle, discussing tv coverage of BADD (Bothered
&hout Dungeons and Bragonst; szid, "Pat Pulling, whose sen
cornitied suicide and who founded BADD was [on Sally Jesse
ganhaeld.  Sha said the wasn't blaaing Bungeons and
fragons  or any other game and she thought parents should
5o aware of what their children are doing so they can
sxevcise control 1f necessary.  This sounds well and good
but she made a big point of DD being a role-playing gasme
as nopposed to a *hoard game® (Momopoly was mentioned),
Someone said that accusing DYD of causing all the probless
the kids who play it have is like saying that soweone who
plays Monepoly will go out and participate in insider
trading., 1%. also seeas that the acronyn BADD is designed
to give DD a nzgative igage.® Heh -- no douwbt, but wait
until they discover their service sark is also used by a
California group, Bikers Against Drunk Drivers!

..............

vegien of nee desktop~pubtiished sercon fanzines vying for

he atiention of pro writers (an attainable goal) and of
encugh  sohscribars to break even (a2 sore elusive goal) is
agva £xpress. A Jexas fanzine vhich received an early

..........

same pro comaunity as Texas SF Inguiver did, offers a
comparable high standard of saterial, but aims for a
readership that in cther days would have read Algel. For

example, the Howard Waldrop these issue, #3, sold out

File 770:80 2
three printings. =

The editors have managed fo place their zine in a fev sf
specialty bookstorss, and have the iasediate gqoal of
rounging up  enough subscribers to produce 200 copies for
bulk vate eail, so the '200¢ or Bust® drawing of several
gifts for nev subscribers, Harlan Ellison szid he was
quite gratified by a reviev of his work in the most recent
issue. Subscriptions are $8 for one year in the US, from
Hichael Suabera at 1115 Drava Lane, Houston TX 77090,

FILE 770 OFFICIALLY DETERMIKED TNOT A FANZINE'; Long-tise

IS Las Z-LAERALESS SELEU_ALEL SEL & culEEaS.i

readers know I've been foudly ignoring Ted White's message
te this effect for years, but now I say *Uncie!® In the
May DASFAx Harry Warmer Jr. writes: “"...it's been s long

since I sav a fanzine published in Los Angeles that I don't
know if aimeography has become chsolete out there.®

NEW ENTRY IN TEXAS! MAKE YOUR ON SF FAX CONTEST: To quote
oy Texas source, "You didn't hear it froa ee but Fred
[Duartel and Karen [Meschkel, Dennis and Pat’s replacesent
at Moreascon, are expecting a child of their own around the
first of Novesber." Less anonymous confirmation appears in
the Noreascon Three Prograa Apa.

aaaaaaaaaaaa

of Armadillocon, displeased at a change in his status that
he attributes to Fandoa Association of Central Texas
leaders Steve Jackson and Monica Stephens. A fanartist who
appears in these pages under the signature “Teddy Harvia®,
Thayer said he vas originally invited as Armadillocen’s
Artict Guest., He reports that his status becase a subject
of FACT poiitics, and publicity for Armadillocon changed to
reflect "0Official Artist: David Thayer, Fan Artist: Teddy
Harvia.,” Thayer said, "I felt like I was being insulted.”
He informed the chair, °‘Either I's your artist guest or
nothing,” and getting an iapression there were not encugh
votes on the FACT board to restore his as "Artist Guest” he
withdrev. Thayer adds, "I wish it hadn't happened that
way. "’

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the First World S&F
Convention in 193%, Noreascon 3, the 1983 World SF
COnvention, is developing exhibits on the kistory of the
science fiction field.

One of the exhibits is the History of the WorldCen itself.
1 an looking for memorabilia and souvenirs of any and all
WorldCons -- things published or produced for or by the
WoridCon, or photographs which convey some of the features
or atmosphere of the NorldCon.  (Photegraps of such things
a5 masquerade costuses, unless they picture something which
vas a highlight of the convention as 2 whole, are sore
appropriate to other exhibits, e.g., the History of the
Masquerade.} 1 do intend to include such thirgs as 2 photo
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of the first costuae vorn to a WorldCon.

1 am espscially looking for the large Bapguet Photos which
vere taken. I have those for 1958, 1963 and 1972, I
need any others,

I have a complete set of WorldCon Progras Books. (Thants
for the sissing one, Dave Kyle!') I have two sets of
playing cards (Eash, Finlay) produced as fundraisers by
conveations. lNere there any others? 1 have the Zelazny

Poatry Booklet (1363, Discen 1), and the Jack Gaughan art .

portfolio (1969, St. Louiscon). I have the postage staeps
=~ {ull sheets and “covers® of both "Mars Mail® and "Moon
Mail® -- fros 1955. I have the three years of Proceedings
(1962, 1963, 1980) and the 4 volumes of photographs called
CONVENTION ANNUAL (1960, 1962, 1983, 1966) by Jay Kay
Klein,

It is probably sasy to find a complete set of the NESFA
Press Buest-of-Honor books.  And there is room for only a
few of the WorldCon t-shirts,  (Wkich WorldCon produced
the first one? Was there a "best® one over the years?) |
knov there vas one WorldCon hat (1984). Uere there more?
Any other clothing? 1980 did a VTote Bag: were there
others?

Sot (1) Uhat as I missing that cught to go into the
exhibit? (2) Where can i get a copy?

The next several WorldCons have agreed to include the
NorldCon History Exhibit in their plans, so that it can
begin with the 50th Anniversary of the WorldCon and
continue through the 50th WorldCon in 1982. (The 4tk
WoridCon vas postponed from 1942 to 1945 because of WMIL.)
The espectation is that people looking at the Eshibit vill

==

I HITURED A RIDE WitH A GUY 1M A DELOREAN
WHO SAID HE RAD BEEN T THS Con THE. SNME

Yews ip 5f

think of things that should go into it, and
the Exhibit will grow over the four years.

So: (3) Would the likely source of a topy of
the itea you suggest be willin to allow it
to traval to the next several WorldCons, as
2 Travelling Historical Exhibit?

Please write to Bruce Pelz, 13931 Kalisher
St., Granada Hills CA 91344, (B1B) 366-3827
s2 ECTSPELRUCLAMYVS, BITNET

NEBULA AWARD VINNERS: The Science Fiction
Writers of Aaerica gave their trophies to:

BEST NOVEL: Falling free, Lois McMaster
Bu jold.
BEST NOVELLA: °The Last of the Winnebagos",
Connie Willis
BEST  NOVELTTE: “Schrodinger’s Kitten®, George Alec
Effinger
BEST SHORT STORY: “Bible Stories For Adults, No. 17: The
Deluge®, James Horrow,
GRAND MASTER AUARD: Ray Bradbury




Convenfional Reportage

NURWE EQR

NORWESCON : (Harch 24-26) by Hike Glyer
Steve Barnes is a rare six of spontaneous wit, sincerity
and varath. After a long tiae trying to help friends on
convention comsittaes outside LA “discover” his as a
toastmaster -- along came the Movwescon comsitiee who
figured all by themselves vhat a fine toasteaster Sieve
vould be. 8o not only was I fortunaie to be Norwescon's
fan guest of honor this year, but that gave me a front rov
seat for Barnes' successful debut. I alss renewed
acquaintance vith Algis Budrys, a very pogpular choice as
pro guest of honor, intervieving hie as part of the
progras about all thnse oghgr aspects of his background

ee———

mREE Ame

It seess like just yesterday Greg Bepnett and friends
began hosting Morvescons, but in fact “yesterday® vas a
decade ago,  Their comsitfer iz very experienced, with
leaders like Judy Suryan, and this year's chair Elizabeth
Warren (vho changed hats from her past role as
proprietress of the Con Suite).

Formerly rivallinp Boskene as the largest and  sost
successful regional, Worwescon used to draw over 3000 to
downtown Seattle, and vas an automatic stop for the SFUA
and a loyal following of Eastern smefs. But even before
Boskone had probless, Worwescon's large wembership of
party-hearty attendees ran afoul of downtown hotels.
Norvescon retrenched and resorted to the Sheraton Tacosa,
on a hill overlooking this industrial and timberinmg city
sbout 50 wmiles down the road from Sezttle. The 1989
coamittee was ruled by hope that having another incident-
free con under their belts vould let thes negotiate a
return to Seattle, and watchful against drunken vandaliss
that could lose their Tacoma site and kill Morwescon.

Norvescons still attract Ben Yalow, and Gary Feldbaue (vho
had to take 2 deposition in Wyoming and also dropped by to
present Philadelphia fandea’s Philip K. Dick Award). Hany
Vancouverites case down, including Fran Skene, William
Affleck-Asch-Lowe, Steve Forty and others promoting the
city’s Westercon bid. Kevin Standlee had 2 party for the
opposition bid for Sacrasento. Elton T. Elliott of
Portland ansvered ay questions about Dick Seis but was far
more avid about the nanotechnology conference he'd
attended.  Apparently at that conference a leading
nanotech scholar rebuked science fiction writers for
frightening the public with their speculations, and SFUA
President Greg Bear got up and read the riot act. 1 asked
Elliott if the dasp Washington weather affected ay
sinusitis. He said, "I don't know about you, but people

Sheraton
Tacoma Hotel

SHERATON HCTELS. INNS & KESOR 15, WORLDWIDS
1320 BROADWAY MLAZ A

TACOMA, WASHING YON 98402

2615705200

P AND HoTEL

HAS ONEC ONLY
HEHT N THE
(NDOW . WHAT

SORT OF s
CONVENTION IS THIS T
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in Klingon pakeup at 9 AN give e a headache,” A few
people, old-tiae Horwescom regulars who have been coming to
these things since nineteen-ought-eighty-one, confided that
*Norvescon is dead: it's just nohody has told it to lie
down yet®, a& rather peculiar sentiment applied to a con
draving 2600 people this year.

Having programsed tvo conventions in the last year, the
thought was freskly in mind that vhatever information I
gave the participants, they vere entitled to have more. In
case you wondered what it's like -~ as 2 paeelist - to
have 1001 of the inforsation availabie for a prograa item,
now we know: it's burdensome. Reporting to the Green Room
Thursday afternoon, [ vas given not serely a registration
packet, and but 2-page cosputer-generated progras
assigneent sheet for gach of 12 things I was supped to do
that weekend, Not wanting bo he derelict in any of amy
responsibilities I weat up Yo wy room and read this
saterial for tvo solid hours. Each event sheet had a
paragraph describing the event, a checklist of the
equipaent requiresents, and other things needed only by the
congitter -- knowing the hotel vesuse didn’t mike »e 2
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better panelist, and based on the Horvescon experisent
(net error} I will have a standard to apply nest tiee I
have to organize 3 prograa. (Like a certain other
convention starting with "M', WNorwszcon also had a lot of
schedule changes -- a coamittes representative made an
extraordinary apology from the Basquerade stage.)

The cosaittee hosted the guests at a fine dinner in a2
Sheraton banquet voos, welcosming Steve and Toni Barnes,
and across from Dr. and Nrs. Alan Moursa (the doctor was
Science 6oR) and Algis Budrys. At Opening Cerewonies
Steve Barnes assured attendess Worvescon is his faverite
con. Then I vas off to my 9 PM progras itee.

Mark Manning and Jerry Kaufman were presiding over the
Fanzine Room (in 2 bed-less hotel rocs). But “Strange
Fannish Tales and Jokes®, as is often the case vhen a
prograa is situated in a rooa that can barely contain its
audience, seesed Lo have & lot sore energy and 3 smore
focused audience as the classic tales vere related, Jerry
Kaufman told the *Secret Handgrip of Fandos™ story "-- he

Rike dlyer

9as 2 pariicipant, which aeans I have heard the story told
by each of the arincipals except Patia herseli. Loren
Rachregor fold a tale of pistakes identity and having
nothing %o eal ai a con except Alice B, Toklas brownies
that Yeads up o the punch line, °*...And Ted While was so
ivaded he dida’t even recognize his own vife!® And [ told
the story of The Shafits Last Adventure.

4 nugber of inberesting prograe itess were staged in the
Fanzine FRoos, though one that didn’t work out was a
conference call with Binicon.  Though vhile ve weren't
talking %o Binicon, we weve vaptly listening to Hendell
Joust  tell abeut brewing Desert Peack brandy, how Donna
Barr drev the labels, ant how an octcasional bit of
deliberats ineptitude on the part of the brewer grovided
foaming beobytraps to be given as gifts to unsuspetting,
bt deserving turkeys.

Norweston does a nusber of things for wolunteers our local
conventions could learn fros. On the last day of the
convention they invited all the Gols to 2 “Volunteers/BoH
Party", =saking sure the volunteers got to meet the guests.
This lat the guests thank the people who ran  the
convention., Doer prizes were raffled off to volunteers.
Judy Suryan alse prosoted the coesitiee/volunieer susaer
get-togethers. There was @ discussion of vhy people are

" volunteers. One gofer said she had vorked all but two

conventions she attended because it let her in “behind-the
-stenes®, and Judy Suryan joked, "kow you don't know what’s
going on in such sove detail!®

The Con Suite siaff, uhich had ordered even more food than
they gave out last year, found theaselves svirmed over by
fans who didn’t belisve TANSTAAFL., Between feedings the
swars remained in a lounge area outside the suite. They
were still around on Easter aovming when the lounge becase
a studio for 2 Yalk show {sprovised by Horwescon's video
and tech erew. Viewing the closed-circuit broadcast in my
roos, [ gathered they were saking 2 great deal of noise
becase an irate wvodan accused thew of the kind of
rowdiness that had gotien Norwescon kicked out of other
hotels. [Buring the show's call-in segsent the host had to
supasrize the incoming calls because there was no link
betvees the tzlephone and television audio,  Guests Domna
Barr and the Desert Peach (in Afrika Kerps khakis) aided
the hosts' efforts to explain and top the anonymous
callers. The rest of the sesbership isprovised their own
parties, I spent soez tige in the Saturday night BC in 92
party vhers Algis Budrys vas holding forth. (I can’t
reaegber  the last time I found a pro guest of honor so
accessible -- or found one at all, after 5 PN') The
Vancouverites sold hard cider for a buck a cup to finance
their Hestercon bid,  Alevis and Doll Gilliland collected
F. K. Busby, Fran Skene and ayself to see the big suite
they'd been rented ab con rates as a eake-nice for royally
screwing up their reservations, Hhile we sat at a round



table, Alexis penned the carioons appearing this 1asue.

At the banguet, sesbership was announced as heing 250D
and breakeven was announced a% perhans 200 less, lesving
one to ponder whether the budpet was authored by a
tightrope walker, or else Norwescon has mastered the
science of promptly reinvesting its cash in the con.

BALTICON 23: (March 24-26) By Hartin Moorse Wogster

For some reason the downtown Baltisore Balficoms seer to
have amuch sore zest and vitality than Balticons held in
that city's suburbs. This year's Balticon, held once
again in the Dani afer a brief refurn to the Bunt Valley
Inn, proved to be a considerable improvesent over last
year's convention.

Balticon still has many probleas, The con organizers
still have to learn that the convenfion is held over tuwo
nights. Friday night is still completely controlled by
costusers; if, like g, you don’t have that asiuch interest
in wmasquerades, Balticen Friday night was extresely
boring, . And the con suite vas the worst con suite ['ve
ever seen for a sajor convention,

Still, from Saturday eorning onwards, the tonvention was
enjoyable. Saturday’s highlights included a fine talk by
L. Sprague DeCamp on current developmenis in anthropelogy.
In the afternoon, Esther Friesner had her (fantasies
fultilled by being hauled arcund the convention im a sedan
chair by four irvon-theved siave boys, two of which vore
green paint. The "slave boys" prosise to be al Moreascon,
supplying egoboo for suitable fees.

Saturday night marked the latest round in the great battle
betveen Hashington and Orlando for the 1992 WorldCon. The
Discon comsitise held five, count’em, five! parties en
three, count'es, three'! contirents, including the
Australian and British national conventions, MNereescon,
Minicon and Balticon. Orlando countered with parties at
Contrivance, Horvescon and Balbicen and according to Judy
Besis, "in NMinneapolis we have Laurie Hann rumning a
table, which is alaost as good as a party.® The Discon
suite vas larger, but the Orlando party won on siyle, 6ol
€. J. Cherryh preferred the Orlande pariy, singing
filksongs until at least 2 &M, Other wmajor parties
included the MHeird Tales party, Not Dundalk in *92,
Boxboro Fandom and the Baen Books party. Supposedly
Winnipeg in ‘'94 held a party, but I didn't attend if.
Balticon attendance was 2000,

SWANCON XI11: (Easter Weekend; Perth) by Jack Herman

One of the good things about the Australiasn SF Convention
is that it is the annuval gathering of Australian fandos,
bringing together wsost of the fans one really wanis to
see. S0 the poor turn-out of fans froe 'the eastern

states' was an immediate ainus for the con. There wers
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cospensations: a load of interesting, younger ¥A fans; the
Get 3Btuffed wob shoving the same kind of sisple fannish
enjoyaent in condom as they have shown in zinedom; some
fairly creative bits and pieces; and a cast of
international and national good people in fandom. Mostly I
kad fun,

Cindy Clarksen did a eagnificest job putting the thing
together but, tou frequently, she lacked the support of her
toesittee, This vas zost evident in bwo aveas: promotion
and prograsming. There seess to have been insufficient
promotion of the con anyuhere, but, particelarly in the
Fast. HWith both John Varley and Bob Shav in attendante,
and the promise of a typical Perth con, there was plenty to
progote.  Andy plenty to atiract the interested fan. Why
weran’t they enticed?

The guests were underuiilized; the Guests of Honor were not
on the progras enough. Too often panels vere unroganized,
ané we even had the reappearance of the CAPCON classic
panel itews

Saturday 1100 PAPER (Charles Roon)
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~Mont iteas on the prinied prograa had no assigned mesbers,
indicative of a job improperly dene,

‘The Rotel was sore than adequale for the con, but with
several probless that ezerged: the smain function rooms
vere -if =2 baseacIT) shut off froz light and air.
Facilijips were separated too far: the fasing, video and
art rooas were four stories higher than the sain fuaction
vooms.  The hotel had no reasonbly-priced food
establishaent’ nor wvas eifort sade to get cheap seals
provided; and, horror of horrors, the bar within the hotel
vas closed for all or part of 3 of the 4 days of the con.

On Thursday night ve enjoyed long dinner with sost of the
fans ve vanted to see, &UfFer Roeloef Goudriaan and Lyone
Anne Morse, DUffer Jehn Berry and Eileen Gumn, the
Harveys, John Yarley and those elesents of Melbourne
fandoa that had, by thes, arvived. He were to cee auch
sore of most of these, particularly at the parties.

The Masquerade vas held on Friday night, dry because of
the local ligquor laus relaiing to Good Friday, and a
sasked ball was staged on Saturday night to ailev for the
sissed alcohol to be consused, The two events should have
been cosbined. The Banguet was held on Sunday night and
recorded a good atiendance, most of whom atlested to the
geod quality of the food. Bob Shav and Paul Stevens gave
after-dinper spesches and the Ditaars and other awards
vere presented. The evening program went quite well,
Partying after the evening prograa was alsc goed, aided by
the appearance of several experienced party fans.

John Varley's 6oM speech was hoth different and

interesting. MHe guoted from The GSatanic Yerses then
explained vhy, relating to his belief in {reedos of speech
and his feelings as a fellow author, His other sajor
contribution wvas a video of his taping of the production
of the sovie of his povel Millenius, 1t vas good to get
an outsider's viev of the processes of filenzking. BoSH
delivered a slightly altered version of one of his
Eastercon speeches and wmade a pretty good after-dener

speech at the Banguet.

The highlights of the prograe were based around the
isprovised. Some Theatre Sports professionals caee in to
shov how it was done: it is a series of improvised pieces
based around cet formats with silly plots, Two days
later, four teams of fans set about trying to de similar
things, and it worked surprisingly well. Tia Richsrds and
Narelle Harris were the coaperes, a volunteer provided the
piane  accompaniment and thrze sudience seabers were
recruited as judges. As a parbicipant, it was a buzz.
Fun wvas also the zajor ingradient inm the Fan Olyapics on
Nonday. Perth was the first Australia fan centre vith the
idea of silly games during the con, an idea Sydney
adapted, with a series of diffarent gawes, as Fit for

The Final Prograsse

Fandoz. The success of the Fae Olympics is dependent on
Dave Lucketi's organization and the villing participation

- of 20-30 fams. It went reasonably well,

I didn’t have such time for the rest of the progras. Not
that wuch was meeded, The Future Fanzines discussion was
lively with Jenny Blackford keeping it on the rails every
time fellow pamelist, Terry Frost, tried to derail it.
Grant Stons and Peler Nicholls sade telling floor coaments.
Much of the discussion rentered on the increasing
conputerization of fanzine production and whether the paper
production will give vay o electronic transeission. A
side issue was the relevance and assthetic of zines like
Ggt Stuffed and whether ASFR was being too elitist by nol
trading. Eileen Sunn stood in at the last minute on the
*Why Write® panel to rescue the con who'd failed to line up
their pro guests for it.  She gave reasons why she hed
witten and hou her eriting tit in vith the rest of her
life, especially with her eaployaent. The interactir~ -
audience aesbers aiso bitten by the writing bug vas good.

Suancon JYII1 was not a stronply programeed as either of
Perth's previous Natcons, bub it was just as enjoyable as a
social occasion. [t was interesting to see a nev, younger
element of fandoa being just as dominant as the older, more
estabciihed (ay) generation of fans. Although he is not as
naturally gregarious as Spider Robinson or C.J. CHerryh,
Varley Sriec hard and atiended a few parties, even hosting
fans hisself late one evening., He deserved sore chances on
the srogram and a (%A should have been included. Siailarly
BoSk vas more than evident socially but less present on the
panels. An enjovable time vas had by wost as is usmally
the case at the Natcon despite (and sosetimes, because of)
the coamitiee,

The Australian SF dyardg vere won by:
LONG FICTION: Siriped Holes, Dasien Broderick

=tas?

SHORT FICTION: *My Lady Tongue®, Lucy Sussex
FAM WRITER: Bruce Giilespie

FAY APTIST: fan Gunn

WILLIAY ATHELIMG JR: Russel! Blackford

an International Ficiion Avard vas also given to Orson
Scett Card tor Seventh Spn.  The Literary Competition was
von by Russell Blackford with joint second places to Dave
Luckett and Harelle Harris.

DISCLAVE 1989: by Martin Horse Hooster

Last year’s Disclave was one of the most enjoyable
conventions [ have been to in some btiee. This year's
Disclave vas even heiter,

Held for the fifth straight year over Memorial Day Weekend
at the Movard Johnson Plaza ip Wew Carrollten, MD, this
year's Disclave vas even better. The "Dis-Clave® Con Suitae
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vas back, featuring large, comfortable sofas, food at ail
hours Cincluding the shocking innovation of fruit, cheese
and other nan-junk-food itess). This year, Ray Ridenour
and Joe Mayhev provided art for the “cave®; Ridencur’s
castie walls and Hayhey's dragon were guite pleasant
additidns. Aiso aduew this year was a book for the Buest
of Honesy lucius Shepard; Shepard's novella, Ihe father of
Stopes, wvas published by WSFA in a lisited edition with
illustratiomms by J. K. Potter. Unlike many conveniien
efforts,- The Father of Stopes looks like & real book;
although expensive, the efforl paid off. [ hope other
large regional conventions follow WSFA's model,

Parties were plentiful, including Nashville in 194,
Hagicon, Philcon and Eepiricon.  The best parties,
hovever, were held in roos 1005. Saturday night Tor Books
held a birthday party for Wanda June Alexander where,
rusor promised, at the stroke of aidnight, fasous Hugo
vinning editor Gardner Dozois would imitate the lusty smep

,of Chippendale's and do a striptease. Unfortunately,
Dozois kapt his clothes on, but Bob Malters, Peter Heck
and James Patrick Kelly did strip, Sunday night Tess
Kissinger held a “jungle party® to celebrate Lucius
Shepard's steasy ouerve, The party largely consisted of
guests in jungle garh playing with vhoopee cushions. (°If
I knew this was going to be a farting party," Gardner
Dozois said, °I vould have eaten more beans.®.} The best
tostuse vas that of Walter . Miles, Jr., vho vore a green
Jockstrap and a giant sign saying “BAMANAS®. *I wvas a
Jungle savage,” Miles says. The other important party was
Alexis and Doll Gilliland's “BNF Soiree,” vhere hundreds
of guests all wearing BNF badges in green and while,
sipped cider and ate pastries. No saoffing occurred, and
Ted ¥hite vas conspicuously absent.

GoH's Lucius Shepard and J.K. Potter gave a talk about
collaboration which was quite entertaining. Attendance
vas 1,200, Special kudos to book designers Nichael Walsh
and Mary Blute.

MYTHCON XX UPDATE: Lovers of high fantasy will have &
unique opportunity to celebrate the works of Telkiem, U.S.
Levis, Lord Dunsany, Ursula LeBuin and other writers in
the sythopoeic tradition, when Mythcen XY, the Z6th annual
conference of the Nythopoeic Society, coses to Vancouver
on the tniversity of British Coluabia campus (July 28-31).

The special focus of this year's confersnce -- held for
the Ffirst time evar outside the U.5. -- is the Arthurian
Tradition. Gols are Canadian fantasy author Guy Gavriel
Kay and Raymond Thompson. Also on hand as spacial guesis
vill be ¥elvyn Hilton Katz, wvinner of this year’s
Bovernor-General's Avard in Children's Literature, Michael
6. Coney, Eileen Kernaghan and Sharan Newsan.

Neabership: $25 U5, $30 Can., to PO Box 806, Station 4,

Mytheon Blurh 1t

Manaimo HC ¥9R SN2 Canada. Room/board package: $153
US/%20. Can. Inforsation/inquiries re papers: Mason Harris,
Departwent of English, Simon Fraser Yniversity, Burnaby BC
VSh (St Canada. Yriters' Workshop info: Meville Books, 52{)
Beville St., Burnaby BC Y5 2H7 Canada.

10K BULLETIN BOARD:
RIVERCON XIV: (July 28-30) Louisville KY. Pro: Jack

Chalker; Fan: Dick Spelmany TH: Arlan Andrevs, Mesbership:
$15 b1l 7415, €20 ab the door. Holiday Inn Downtown, $56
sgl/dbl, phome: (502) 382-2241, To: RiverCon, PO Box
58009, Louisville KY 40248,

ZERD 6; A RELAZACDH (August 11-13) Cavanaugh's Motor
Inn, MWoscow iD. Pro: John Dalmas. Fan: Jon Gustafson.
Featuring two dances, a Jacuzzi party, video roos, Sunday
brunch. Hesbershigs: $12 til 871, $14 after and at door.
Hotel vrooss:  $32/sgl $3B/dbl; call (208)882-1611 for
reservations, Info: Moscon-I, PO Box 8321, Moscow ID
83843,

NOREASCON 3 = WorldCon 47; (August 31-Sept. 4) Boston,
WA. GoHs: Andre Norton, lan & Betty Ballantine, the Boston
Stranger Club. Mesberships: $70 attending til 3/15, $45
child attending til 3/15, 420 supporting til 7/15. Tt
Noreascon 3, PO Box 46, MIT Branch PO, Caabridge MA 02139,

STAR BALKING: (Bept. 8-10), Melbourne Townhouse, 701
Swanston St., Carlton VIC 3053. GoH: Jeresy Bullock (Boha
Fett). Theae: “All Things Yeird and Wonderful.®
Beaberships: 960 before con, $75 at door. Rooms: $82 dbl.
To: PO Box 118 Springvale VIC it Australia.

FILE 770 CONVENT

ﬁlherta, Canada BoHs: Author = Brxan Aldiss, Artist -
Vincent DiFate, Fan -~ Mike Slicksohn, The brainchild of
the MosCon and MenCon coamitiees, this con has a 650 aepber
ceiling., Mesbership: $30/Can $23/US til 7/{, more later.
Yor Banff International '83, either PO Box 964, Red Deer,
ALTA T4N 5H3 Canada, or PO Box 85321, Noscow ID 83943,

CON-CHORD 52 (Oct. b£-8) GQuality Hotel, Los Angeles
CA. HoH: Bill Roper and Carol Poore. TMs Catherina Cook
MacBonald, Science fiction folk music/filk convention,
Rooms: 30, io Quality Hotel, 3249 W. Century Bl., LA CA
90045, (213) $43-2200. Hesberships: $20 til 3/10, higher
at door. To: Conchord: 1810 14%h St. $102, Santa Monica CA
90404,

BIVIG Ii: (Oct., 13-15) Holiday Inm - Van Ness, 5an
francisco ChA, Convention for fanzine fans. Mewbership: 827
attending, 43 supporting, Hotel: %95 sgl/dbl.  Te: Gary
Hattingly or Pat Peters, 7501 Honey Ct., Uublin CA 94368.
Intor (415) 829-7129,

CANVENTION 9(PINEKONE Ii; (Oct. 13-15) Skyline Hotel,
fttava ONT. Canadian National SF Convention. SFGoH: Greg
Bear; fantasySot: Raymond E. Feist; ArtSoH: David Cherry;
FanBoH: Michas) Skeet. Mesberships: C$20/UB$17 til 9/15,
C425/US%21 thereafter. Rooms: C$85/sgl, €493/dbl. CAPSER
Avards to be presented. To: PO Box 3368 Stn. F, Ottava ONT
K2C 3J1 Canada.
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WEAPONSCON:  (Dct. 123-1%)  [loefort Inn-Landsark
{Mashington DC suburb),  Live roleplavieg  games
{interactive literature), awards for best (hall costumes)
and wmost interesting veapon.  "You MUST have a veapor on
you at all times al this con, however your wouth counts;
use it with care.” Mesberships: %10 til 9/30, $20 after.
Hotely. -£264. Duke. St, (I-393 Duke S5t. Exit HWest),
Alexandria VA 22312. Rooms: 55 sgl/quad, (707) £42-3422;
say you are with the sf convention, Chaecks payable tos
Irv Kock, 5463 N. Morgan St. #1068, Alexandria V4 22312
(702) 334-5334.

NECROMOMICON '83; (Dctober 20-22) Ashley Plaza
Holiday Inn, Tampa FL. GoMs: Beorge Adec Effinger and Tonm
Kidd, Meshership: $15 til 9715, 920 after and ad door.
Hotel roos rates: $50 sgl-quad. To: Necronomicon '8, PO
Box 2076, Riverviev FL 33562, (813) 677-R347.

WORLD FANTASY CONVEHTION; (Dct. 27-29) Sheraton Hoiel
b Towers, Seattle WA. Monored Guests: Ursula X. LeBuin,
S. P, Somtow, Robert ®. NcCammon, Avras Davidson. TH:
Ginjer Buchanan. Memberships: $70 til 5/1, lisited to 730,
Dealers tables sold out. To: WFC, PO Box 31815, Seattie WA
98103-1815.

NILEHICON 21: (Dct. 27-29) Execetive Tower Inn,
Denver C0. God: Robert Bloch. Fan GoH: Forrest J.
Ackersan. TN: Sison Havke, Registration: $18 til 743,
$20 til 10/15, $22 at door. Hotel: $47 sgl/dhl. Deslers
tables: 30 til 7/5, 9435 til 1071, $40 til 10727,  Tes
HileHiCon, PD Box 27074, Lakewood CO 80227,  (303) 426-
0806.

ORYCON iz (Mov. 10-12) Columbia River Red Lion Inm,
Portland OR. GoM: Nichael Bishop. Mesberships: $16 til
5731183, 20 til 10/31/89, $25 a% door. Tor Ovycon 11, PO
Box 5703, Portland DR 97228.

SCI CON 1i: (Nov. 10-12) Heliday Inn Exscutive
Center, Virginia Beach VA.  Artist Guests: Ron Lindahn &
Val Lakey-Lindahn.  Special SGoH: Frenk Kelly freas.
Memberships: %15 i1 9/30, $20 ai the door. Huckster
tables (including 1 meabership) are $7§ til 10/1, and if
any are available after that date, they will cost $100.
Info: (send SASE) Sci Con ff, Dept. FA, PO Box 9434,
Haapton YA 23670,

LOSEON i6: (Nov. 24-26:  Thanksgiving Weskend)
Pasadena Hilton, Pasadena €A, 6GoMs: Authors - Spider &
Jeanne Robinson; Fans - John & Bje Trimble; Artists 4 Big
Secret. Featuring Spider Robinson’s Birthday Party, Steve
Barnes' Famous Blowout Dance, {arry Niven's Irish Coffes
Party, Ice Creas Social. Memberships: $17.50 ti1 7/15/89.
Info: LASFS, 11513 Burbank Bl., Morth Hollywood C4 91801,

SILICON 'B9; (Rov. 24-26) Red Lion Inn, Sam Jose CA.
Hriter GoH: Charles de tink; Artict Goh: David Cherry; TH:
Diana Paxton; Fan GoH: Nancy L. Cobbh. Hotel phene: (408}
279-0600.  Mesbership: 320 til &/§, $25 il {171, %30 at
door. To: Silicon, PO Box 8029, 8as Jose CA 95133,

SHMOFCON 6: (Dec. 8-10) Toromto, Ontaric. The
tonvention runners’ convention, Thepe:  Convention
planning.  Hospitality suite. ‘Holel: Howard Johnson

Sgcret Iravel Agent

Mrpori Hotel, 801 Dixon Rd., Toronto DNT RSW 1J5 CANADA.
(416) 675-6100, Rooas: 472 sgl/dbl. Meaberships: US$26
til 5731, U3832 t{l 10/30, US40 at the door. To: Smofcon
§, PU Box 186, Station M, Torento OWT MBS 473 Canada.
Plaza, Costa Mesa CA.  Furries-anthropomorphics-funny
anival theme convenbion.,  Hesberships: $20, €25 at the
door. To: Confurence, PO Bey 1958, Garden Grove CA 92644-
1958

COMSORANCE 1930: (March 2-4, 1990) San Jose Airport
Ragissom, Ban Jese CA.  GoMs: Barry and Sally Childs-
Helten, TH: Chris Weber, Rooms: $52 sgl/dbl; phone (408)
2%8-0100, Resherships: %20 through 10/9, %25 through
212190, To: Wall Sengs, PD Box 29888, Jakland CA 34604,

DANSE WACABRE: (aApril 12-18, 1390) 2%th Australian
Kational Convention. Diploeat Motor Inn, Acland 5t., St.
kilda.  Pres 6. R. R. Martin. Fam: John Bangsund.
Yeaberships: $43. Rooms: $54/sgl, $59/ddl.  To: Danse
Nacabre, PO Box 273, Fitzroy VIC 3063 Australia.

CORFLY 7: ({May 4-6, 1930) New York, NY. Fanzine
fans' convention, Hotel to be announced. Hewberships: $35
attending, %5 supporting. To: Lise Eisenberg, 99 Joraleaen
St., %60, Brooklyn HY 11201,

CONVERGE 1II: (June 1-4, 1990) NI Queens Birthday.
Terrace Regency Hotel, Hellington NI. Pro: Richard Arnold
(Paramount’s Trek  archivist),  Fan:  James  Bensen,
Kesberships: NKI$35, NI$40 at door. To: conVERGE I1, P Box
4188, Manganui, New Zealand.

WESTERCON 43: (July 5-8, 1930) Red Lion Inm, Portland
OR. Golis; Ursula K. LeGuin, Vonda Wcintyre, Kate Hilhela.
Reaberships: $25 til 7/4/89, wore later. To: Westercon 43,
PO Box 5794, Pertland OR 97228. Info: (503) 283-080Z.

CONFICTION - MorldCop 48; (hug. 23-27, 1930) The
Hague, Hetherlands. Pro foHs: Joe Haldeman, Woligang
Jeshcke, Harry Harrison; Fan: Andrev Porter; TM: Chelsea
Guinn Yarbro. Membarships: attending $70, child attending
$17,  supporting $28, all good til 12/31. To: PO Box 93370,
2309 CJ The Haguz, The Hetherlands,

CONDIEGD - MASFiC: (Aug. 30-Sept. 3, 139%) San Diego,
(4. Pro: Samuel Delany. Fan: Ben Yalow. Meaberships:
attending %53 til 7/1/89, supporting $23 til 7/1/90, To:
Conbiego, P Box 15771, San Diego CA 32115,

CHICON ¥ - NorldCon 43 (ug. 29-Sept. 2, 1991) Chicago
L. Pro GoMs: Writer~ Hal (lesent, Artis} - Richard
Powers, Edilor - Martin Marry Gresnberg; Fan: Jon & Joni
Stopay TH: Harta Randall. Mesberships: attending 875 til
12/31/89.  Supporting? Hesberships to: Chicon V, PO Box
218121, Upper Arlington OH 43221, for information: Chicon
v, PU Box A3120, Chicago IL £0R90,
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((Moreascon Hugo Ballet Furor, continued fros page 1))
a slightly different list. (e iw Tact know the nases of
several of these people: sose vobers indicated op the
ballots that they "received hallot and instruciionz® from
X or Y.} He esphasize thal solicifing vobes in this way,
while - perhaps in dubious taste, is in no way illegal or
unethicaly we describe the larger bloc vote only because
of its relationship to the ssaller prowp of money-order
ballets.

*'The smopey-order ballets’ are the group of 25 ballets
already mentioned. All were accompanied by new supporting
aesberships, all paid for by $20 postal wonsy orders
purchased at the same post office in Brooklyn, WY, (1%
should be noted that all pestal eoney erders bear code
nuabers giving the zipcode of the isswing post office, the
sequence number of their printing, and the date of
purchase.) The dates of purchase were as follows:

Tuesday, February 14
Tuesday, March 7
Hednesday, March
Tuesday, March 14

3 soney orders
11 money orders
§ money orders
3 money orders

*The money orders within each of the above four sets were
consecutively nuabered. The ballots vith these smoney
orders were all part of the bloc vote described in the
previous paragraph; soae of the subsets memtioned there
included both soney-order and non-money-order ballots,
other subsets included only non-money-order hallets. This
suggests that soge of the persons soliciting the bloc vole
baliots were avare of the aoney orders. The voters
casting the amoney-order ballots had addresses in nine
states, none of thea anywhere near Nev York: 17 froa
[Ninois, one each from Missouri, South Carolima, South
Dakota, Texas, Florida, California, Nebraska and Arizona.
The signatures on nearly all the money orders eatched
those on the correspunding ballets; however, a large
nusber of thes appeared to have the 'PAY TO' sectien
filled out in identical handwriting,

“[While reviewing the evidence {o prepare this
statement...ve discovered g 26th meney order purchased at
the sase Brooklyn post office on January 20, this one for
$40 for tvo memberships. The voters were fros Wisconsin,
and the ballots reseabied the other  money-order
ballots...fand] they appear to have bees filled out with
the same typewriter as three of the non-soney-crder bloc
ballots, Me also found that three money orders purchased
at aChicago post office on February 18 seem to have been
filled out in the sase handuriting as sany of the Brooklyn
money orders,

“'The bepeficiaries of fhe blog vole' refers to those

potential nosinges receiving many or sost of their votes
fron the bloc voters. There were i tolal of eight such

dune 1388 3

beneficiaries, not all of whon received enough votes to
make the final ballot, Of those that did sake the ballet,
only two would have failed to do so without the money-order
ballots: The Guardsean for Best Novel and Todd Cameren
Hamilton for Best Professional Artist, Nominees in three
other categories received a sufficient number of non-money-
arger bloc votes to have made the ballot anyway. (The
latter included the Beese/Mamilton nomination for the
Cangbel]l Award, wherz it took only 1! voles to make the
ballet.}"

Armed vith the foregeing inforastion, the Moreascon Three
cospittes felt they hed three options:

{1} They could sccept all tie ballods, risking that some of
the 30 people avare of the money-order bloc vote would leak
that inforsation. “Unfortunately, once those ballots had
been cast, there way virtually no course of action not
iikely to lead to eabarresssent for the wsoest obvious
beneficiarises.’

{2) They could disquaiify fhe moroy-order ballots, leaving
;a;1§§§--f;;‘ the final hallot. Although some comsitiee
gesbers favored this course, arguing that the subsidized
votes violated the constitutional limit on the nusber of
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nosinations one individual could sake in a category,
others felt disgualifying the ballots weuld be unethical,
or a dangerous precedent, and in any case leave unfouched
the unsubsidized portion of the bloc vote.  The coseifize
also voted against this choice.

(3) The comaittee setiled on a third eplion, fo leave all
the bloc-voted nominees on the halioet and also retain the
legitimately-voted nominees that vere edged out of fifth
place by bloc voting. This meant there would be six
nominges in the affected categories.

The committee agreed "...that vhatever we did would be
made public. There are nmany stories about hov past
WorldCon cosmittees have thrown out ballots or rejected
nosinations without telling anyone about it (though the
facts usually leak out eventualiy), We rejected these
precedents, feeling that the science fiction community had
a right to know vhat we were doing. Unfortunately, the
consequences of this decision thus far are not likely to
encourage such openness in the future.®

The committee considered it mandatory to publish a press
release about their decision. "There was little guestion
about describing the general situation, including both the
overall bloc vote and the money-order ballets, It was
also clear that ‘'we should not name the individual nominees
in guestion (though some would inevitably be deduced.)”

The nev release states the commitfee was *startled" when
fandom perceived the first press release as an accusation
that Hamilton and Beese had orchestrated the ballot
stufting.

¥ & ¥ 3

The day after I got my Hugo nominees press release in the
adil, sy phone rang. “Siyer? This is Harlan.® As z Hugo
nominee he'd gotten his own copy of the press release and
he wanted to ¥now, °Who is P.J. Beese and Todd Caseron
Hamilton?" He and his vite Susan had already deduced who
was being accuced by a sisple process. ‘“Listen fo these
names, Glyer: C, J. Cherryh; Bruce Sterling; Millias
Gibson; Orson Scott Card; F. J. Beese and Todd Cameron
Haeilton -- which of thee doesn't fit?"

Being unfawiliar with The Guardsmes I couid only tell hiwm
P, J. Beese is married to the Chicon IV treasurer, and
Todd Hamilton is a hot artist froa Chicago.

It remained for Michael Kube-McDowell, the Rafsanjani of
CospuServe, to see thal Noreascon’s cautious press
release did not fail to outrage the uninitiated general
publice he explicitly accused Hamilton and Beese on a
national computer net.

Clouds of Witless
Panicked by the rheforical stera on CospuServe, Todd
Hamiiton and his agent phoned regresentatives of Noreascon
3, who im turn consulied thear atiorney. By Todd
Haailtonfz request, the nases of Haeilion and Beese were
vithdraun frea all but the Caspbell category. Roreascon
reacted with a second press yelease snnouncing, "Because ve
are satisfied that Mr. Hamilton did not take part in
arranging the bloc vole or purchasing seaberships for
yoters, we have agreed to his request...” Such assurance
vas too late to prevent publishers fros cancelling four
cossissions Hamilton told fams at a party in Chicago the
folloving veek. Me also spoke cut bitterly, at the Narcen
banguet, against his trestment by the Noreascon 3 chairman.

Hawiltor has good cause to be upset with Horeascon 3, given
that his reputation and career have been daaaged by the
cossittee's handling of events for which they now hold hia
blameless.

Todd Hamiiton was the last of six speakers at the Marcon
GoH speaches. Doug Carey, of Canton, OH, says Todd
described his disillusionment with fandow’s fairmess. He
characterized MNoreascon's committee and chair as very
unresponsive and hinted at possible palice. He stated his
lawyer advised his he could ‘stop the Huges: this is not
acceptable,” Haeilton reguested that no fannish action be
taken against Michae! Kube-McDowell for posting hulletins
about the vote fraud on CompuServe,
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Editorialization and Other Excerpis: It has  bheen
Noreascon’s explicit policy throughout this scandal to seek
no information and sake no investigation. Despite their
reluctance %o be informed, further information vas thrust
upon thes and the coamittee vas forced to modify its views.
' i .

At the ocutset, the coseittee deliberately failed to
cogmunicate with Beese and Hamilten about the bloc voting,
only talking to Hamilten after the first press release had
been circulated, at vhich Yise they “becase convinced that
Hasilton had no knowledge of the meney-order ballots and
had sot himself taken part in soliciting votes.®

By then, of course, Hasilton had already been pilloried on
ComguServe and in the fannish press, a result the comsittee
clearly intended and felt was utierly appropriate and
consistent with Sheir assumption that Hamilton and Beese
orchestrated the bloc vole.  Their aistake is coely
excused in the latest release with the cosaent, *...ve had
originally thought it likely that those who profited from
vhat happensd were also avare of it; it nov seeas likely
that this vas not the case.”

Distilled to its essence, the comsittee defends its mistake
as being excused by the need to grotect the Hugo selection
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process frok z present danger of fraud.,  This might be 2
more persuasive defense had it meant, ir practice
anything sore than performing awateur handurifing analysis
on baliots and postal aonsy orders.

The -¥d%ect press rerzase aakes fhe cospittee’s avoidance
of systematic fact-gathering -~ that would allow thee to
make authoritative public comsent ahout the  true
perpetrators of the bloc vele -- sound virtwous..  They
state, . *...ve nade no attespt to contact the money-order
voters thesselves, In this comnection, we have bheea
attacked both for not attempiing to comtact them and for
thinking of doing co. He in fact felt that for us to quiz
the voters about their actions would have been both
improper and futile, It sust be remesbered thal ve are
not 3 law enforcement agency: we have no power to subpoena
evidence or compel testimeny. And if the wvoters in
question vere in fact involved in a conspiracy, there was
no reason to think that they would adeit it if we asked
thes, As we shall see, a nuaber of the voters eventually
contacted us on their own behalf...with interesting
results. [(Ellipsis in the original.l”

Granted that once the comaittee alienaled the bloc voters
vith ballot-stuffing charges in a press release thay had
no reason to expect any cocperation. But the committee can
hardly defend its original failure to interview the bloc
voters by admitting they vere too prejudiced te consider
anything the voters had to say.

Before the first press release suddied the walers
irreparably, it should have been very easy to call bloc
voters on the phone (or, second choice, to wrile to thea
if a number vas no available from information), asking (1}
*Did you jein Noreascom?® (2} "Did you cast your oun Hugo
nominating ballot?" Anyone vhose nase vas submitied for
seabership without the individual’s knovledge can hardly
have cast a legal vole, but bear in mind that vhether the
fodividual being interviewed, his acquaintance, or a
hypothetical conspirator bought his smeabership, the
individual would be innocent of any rules violations
therefore would have little sotivation to be untruthful,

The purpose of question (2) is less inmocuous, hut vithin
the limitations of the commitiee’s powers would have
vielded a decisive answer. Anyone vho ansversd that he
let his vote be cast by zoseone else sust have his vote
invalidated. Anyone who let himself be instructed how to
vote should have his vote accepted, for that does not
violate the rules. Anyone who answered that he cast his
own vote (uninstructed) should certainly have his ballet
actepted, regardless of suspicion about aoney-order
aeaberships (if one is involved}, given that the cosnittee
has no evidence to disprove such a statement and that it
is not against the rules to Be the recipient of a gift
seabership, The coeaittee primary test should be vhether

Aud the feerican Hay,.. b
thy one-persen-one-vabe principle is violated. At no point
in *his process is it necessary to ask a person yhy ‘they
put Hasiiton {or anyone else) on their ballet, although the
consities, Beese and Haailton appear certain that it does.
Everyone agrees that bloc voting does not violale the
rules, therefore all the matiers is that the volers have
validly joined the cton, and smade out their oun hallebs.

(Whether the science fiction comeunify desires to outlav
Hugo bloc woting, or has reasonable means to identify
unallovable vetes, iz a cquestion fo be considered at
ancther time.)

Having sade nro investigation, the cosaittee received a
godsend in the fora of an unsolicited letter from SFWA
gezber Michael Stackpole, of Phoenix, who told them in his
letter of May 13, "I discovered, about six weeks age, that
1 have a supporting aesbership to N3. This surprised ae
because ! don't recell sending souney to anyone, I also
understand there has been sosething of 2 scandal involving
supporting memberships that vere voted in a block. Is sine
of those?" Stackpole confirmed he neither paid for a
seabership ner cast the hallot bearing his signature. The
comsittes captioned this section of the new press release,
4 Letter Demonstrating Fraud®, and leans very heavily on
this evidence to jusify iis extrasrdinary actions.

But one letier is not an avalanche. Having failed to
interview the bloc volers, the comaitter was left in a
veakened position vhen there surfaced a letter, dated May
20, signed bty 17 of the 25 money-order voters (all the
ones with Illinois addresses) purporting to give an
fonocent explanation of the suspicious patiern in their
votes. (Neither the committee nor Beese/Hamilion has
released any of these naaes.)

In essence, the 3-page letter attributed the block vote to
a group of friends vho went to college together a decade
ago and oow pick a convenbtion each year to attend as a
group. They are avid lelazny fans vho chose this year’s
Lunacon for their reunion because he was GoH. It happens
Yodd Caseron Hamilton illustrated Roger [lelazny's Visual
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fuide To Castle Aaber, released in November 1988,
attracting the group’s attention to the young artist, and
eventually to hkis collaborative novel, The Guardsman.
Their Lunacon vacation was about a week before the
roainating deadiine, and allegedly, *we decided to purchase
postal aoney orders to pay for our memberships because wve
thought 1t would be a shape if our votes veren't accepted
because our zeaberships were held up pending the clearance
of our personal checks.® The writer pointed out that in
Noreascon’s press release, “You did not state that each
ballot was filled out by hand by 2 different persen and in
a different handwriting. You did not mention that the
addresses were different, wost being from different towns

_______________
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The letter recited detail about the group’s activities and
scveaents: looking without success for Ielzzny Friday
night of Luracen then leaving the convention, ekc. The
Noreascon press release spent most of iwo pages applying
the techniaues of ljterary criticisa to discrediting the
story 1p the tequery, pointing out inconsistencies -~ like
3 retevence tu-cold fusion, which was nob reported uniil
gfter Lumacon, and attacking certain actions as illogical
(thus not credible} -- like failing to find lelazny when
his schedule was public inforsation. The tiaming of the
eoney-order ballots was alse shown fo be not fully
explained by the Lunacon story.  The cossities likewise
thought it a signiiicant camission that the writers!
effection for Reger lelazny's Guide To Casiie Amber did
not translate into more than 3 noainations for Best Kon-
Fiction Book.  (Uf course zaybe they didn't consider it a
work of neafiction: I ¥now I den’t.)

The cosmittee’s analysis of the letler, though it casts
soee doubt wpon it, alse re-enacts their bizarve aversion
to calling anybody en $he phone to ask questions. Perhaps
tkey are afraid the authors vill be able to persuade thes
they are telling the truth, which would be galling &fter
they have leapfrogged to a series of conclusions!

This is not a situation vhere fans with coepeting
interests know the facts and can be stisulated to bring
tihez before the public, as you are accustesed to see in
File 770.  Heve, for exasple, & concommittee's
secretiveness about a sensitive issue g3y be defeated by
soseone who feels fandos will share his dissatisfaction
after he shares the informatisn. The ccamitiee will be
aoved to offer its side of the story, and the public is
tnforsed. In this case, npeither Noreascon Three nor
Hasilton/Beese knows the story behind the bloc voting,
Only the voters -- a third party -- know the story behind
the scheae,

Bhen ong blec of people has a aonopely on a story, it 'you
don't ask thes questions before aaking accusations you
von't get to hear vhat they have to say before it is
influenced by defensivenss. (Especially in this case vhere
post of the participants probably didn't feel they’d done
anything vrong.)  You also won't have any way to test the
self-cerving stateseris that vill be made after the
accusations are aired. Given that even a self-serving
statement can be the truth, the truth is got served by
guaranteeing that such statesents eserge in an atrosphere

of cynicisa,
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Pure Editorialization: Beese and Hamilion’s opinion about
the ‘unacceptable precedents® being creatad by the
Nareascon 3 Cosaiftee are quoted verbatis elsevhere in
this issue. In brief they accuse Noreascon of adopting
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soaething like its own sel of Five Cosmandsents: (1) The
coms ttee shall have the power to call a valid seaber’s
nominating ballot into question and force that wesber to
Justify his choices. (2) The coszitiee shall have the pover
tc resove any nominez they do not persenally fesl is worthy
of such a nomination. {3} The comaitter a2ay add
indivicuals te the ballot regardliess of how the meabers
voted., (4) The coamttise shall have the power to decide if
the ballots aust be kepl secret. (5) The cosmittee need not
give ail mesbers an egual veice in the Hugo avards process.
Beese and Hamilton have good reason to be outraged at their
treaiment, but these particular opinions are expressed in a
silly end argueentative vay.

Beese aad Haailbon are absolutely right that *the comsittee
has the power®, but their portrayal of that pover is very
silly, and quite unirue to the way cosmitiees have
gxereised  ihel power, - They very rarely exercise any
discretion over individual Hugo nominess or voters.

Evern without explicit license from WEFS Constitution, a
BoridCon coemittee has the responsibility and intrinsic
authority to validate every phase of Hugo voting, Twice in
the 1980s HorldCons have seriously considered exercising
that authority to deal with hallof-stuffing.

The 1383 ConStellation committee, according to Scott
Deanis, intended fto invalidate the Huge nomimation of
Battlefield Earfh if it received the minimur number of
yotes necessary to aake the {inal ballot, in reaction to
the bloc voting orchestrated by John & Bjo Trimble. In
1985 the Trishles were associated with Bridge Publications
whon they expected to subsidize their semipyozine "To The
Stars”. Dennis reports Battlefield Earth narrovly missed
the ainimus number of voles tc make the fipal ballet,
sparing the committee from having to take action. (One
cannot overlook that the ConStellation commitiee intended
to reject the nomination because of bloc voting done
partly, but by no peans exclusively, by people who seesed
to have no previous connection with fandes, not because of
illegal ballots or fraud.

LAccon 11 (1984) received semberships purchased by a
prospective nozinee for his friends and family, whe
dutifully filled in his nase on their ballots, Although
disqgusted with the sro, the comaitiee agreed this vas not a
viclation of the WSFS constitution because each was a real
individual ang cast his ocun vote, The coesittee decided
not tc resove the nominee from the ballot, and as expected,
he fared poorly in the fipal voling.

A WorldCon coesitfee has scle authority to administer all
phases of the convention as they see fit. Hometizes this
sutonoay has been critical to the survival of a year's
convention, as when the intended 1977 WorldCon hotel in
Oriando went Bankrupt, and the cossilttee moved the con to



Piaei. The concon®s autoncsy is an inherent fesiure of
oyr systes of awarding and administering HerldCens, and
has been ferocicusly defended against each abttespl o give
WSFS  (whether Inc.  or Uninc,) authority over  its
franchisees. The cnly real limitation on i coamittee is
the amount of persomal flack they're willing io take.

Is it vee duty &r right of concoms to dofeat efforts at
panipulating the final ballot?

Past WoridCon coemittees have been leathe to deal openly
with Hugo voting irregularities, so my inifial impulse vas
te congratulate Noreascon 3 for its willingness to boldly
confront to blec voting. Reeesber: convention coamittees
are aade of science fiction fans.  They have very liitle
incentive for risking the alienation of a pro -- plus all
his {riends, and any of his colleagues vhe resent fandon
== by calling inte doubt what ought to be a high point in
his career, a Hugo nomination, What fun is it to be a fan
if you have to make decisions that piss off the people you
adatre?  The WSFS Constitution does not instruct a
committee hov to preserve the integrity of the Hugs
selection process, giving committees great leeway to do
absolutely nothing, and the few we know have been
confronted with suspicious voting patterns have managed to
do just that. Regrettably, in Noreaccon's case, their
haphazard methods have eclipsed their good intentions.

Fanden's confidence in the convention adainistering skills
of the 1983 (Noreascon Three) committee is such that a
group could hardly enjoy greater credibility where Hugo
rules enforceaent is concerned.  The Noreascon executive
also being conservative and fanatically close-mouthed,
one hardly expected the aggressive stance of their first
press release to be based solely on coincidental patterns
of nopinations and money order memberships, unchecked with
any voters, unsupported by any corroberative evidence of
fraud, Pattern recognition is a useful tool in wncovering

itself proves nothing. Let’s face it: Blot voling is nof
against the rules) aoney order mesberships are not against
the vules; gif! eesherships are not against the rules; and
the Stackpele letter (proving one case of vote
fahrication} did not come until after the first press
release. 50 was anything behind Noreascon's first press
velease Besides aisdivected suspicion and righieous
indignation?

¥hile the Noreascon officers are probably right in saving
*...the consequences of this decision thus far are not
likely to encourage such openness in the future” the fact
is the coamittee wasn't very open to begin with, never
intended to release the inforsation we have before us, and
have done so only to rebut Beese  and  Hasilion's
atcusations.

Near the End 11

* Unsplicited Advice To Fufure MerldCon Comsittees: There

will come ancther day vhen Muge veting fraud is suspected,
A comsonsease strategy for confrenting it is needed, one
neither paralyzed by lack of constitutional license, nor
dictated by emoticnal outrage. Indeed, the broad cutline
of that strategy is not very difficult {o conceive,

When the validity of someone's mesbership or vole is in
doubt, & committee can ask the sesber appropriate questions
about hov they jeined the convention and whether they cast
their own vote. One never should, and never has tg ask
*Why did you vote far X?" If the seeber’s answers reveal
violations of the one-person one-vote principle, don't
count the balleb. If they don't reveal such viclations
(hecguse there are no violations, or they are lylng, or
they sisply can't be reached for guestioning), absent proof
from another scurce the comsitiee has no factual basis for
invalidating the aembership or ballot and should shet up
and count the vole,

If some ballots are disqualified, a comsittee should not
izpugn the beneficiary of such voles without evidence of
the beneificiary’s responsibility they could confidently
take into a court of law, for in our litigisus society they
may have to.

Az the MNoreascon commitiee says: "The integrity of the
negination and voting procass aust be maintained, or the
Hugo awards will be aeamingless.”
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BEESE/HAMILTON OPEN LETTER YD ROREASCON THREE
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((PREFACE: Behind the scenes an smotion-packed exchange
has been yo.uy on between P.J. Beese, Todd Caseron
Hamilton ang officers of the Noreascon Three committee.
Recently the two writers circulated copies of the May 2
latter from chairman Mark Olson and attorney Rick Katze,
along with the writers' ansver. The coasmittes’s letter
discussed several ideas for canvassing the sesbers whe
. participated in the bloc vote, sounding discouraging about
the prospects of gairing any cooperation or truthful
answers that would defipitively clear the pair. The
letter alsc stated, °Of the 53 ballets [in the bioc votel
about 25 of {hea vere accompanied by nev supporting
sesberships paid for by postal acney orders purchased at a
single post office in three lots with sequential nuabers,
These ballots showed a great deal of similarity among
theaselves, The wother 30 or so ballots of the blor were
sostly cast by people who were already aeshers of
Noreascon Three. ,..Seventeen of the 25 postal aoney
order nominations came from Illinois.”))

_______

Ietter...and have read it carefully. It offers ne more
satisfaction than any of our many conversations., I is
obvious you have ahsolutely no sense of justice or fair
play. We feel we can no longer stand quietly by and trust

you to rectify the unseealy situation you crested,

Your refusal to do anything fo either validate or
invglidaie the Huge nominating ballots that you, in your
sole judgesent, decided vere questionable, is at best, in
ibself questionable.,  ¥e refused the offer veferred to in
the sixtk paragraph ef your letter, Buite frankly, we
found the prospect of questioning anyone on the reasons for
the choires they sade on a secret hallot to be abhorrent.
Even worse, ws would have had to question jthose  vho
supperted us as to their reasons for supporting us, and
their ethics, de're sure scme aight have felt that even
their morals vere being questioned.  Your letier proposes
an even worse situation in that we would be performing this
inquigition in front of the entire WNoreascon Three
cosritiee for your further "analysis” and any action you
aight choose to taks, WNo, thank you.

It should be obvicus to everyone knovledgeable in the Hugeo
nosinating process that, in order fo make the statesents
you have pade, Noreascon Three has scrutinized the
noginating ballots to determine who nominated vhom, While
this is disturbing, it btecoees even more so when one
realizes Noreascon Three does nol have a Hugo subcoamittes.
This means that most, if mot all, of the seabers of your
large compittee have access to some, if not all, of the
nominating ballos. Your claim to be
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pretecting the sanctify of the ballots is beyond belief,
especially when cosaitier sesbers readily leak supposadly
privilegad yet still inaccurate inferzation.

Bur purpose ir sending copies of this letter ¢o BFUA,
ASFA, 'WSF5 and other sigrificant assbers af the science
tiction compunity is to call attertion to Moreascon
Three's usurpation of powers heyond those granted by WGFS,
1f alloved to go unchallenged and uncensured, Roreascon
Three will have sstabiished the following unacceptable
precedents:

1. The bhost comsittee shall have the pover to call any
valid ameeber’s nosinating hallet (and by extension any
final ballot) into question and force that mesher to
justify their choices.

2, The host cossittee shall have the pover to use any
aeans necessary  to cause the reaoval froa the ballet of
any noainee thay do not personally fee is worthy of such a
nosination, regardless of how the meabers voled,

3.  The host committes shall have the power to add
individuals to the halloel that the cosaittes feels should
have been on the ballot, regardless of how ihe mesbars
voted,

4.  The host cosittee shall have the power Lo decide if
the ballats auch be kept secret.

S, The host comaittee shall have the power {o diregard
the requirements that all seabers be given an egual voice
in the Hugo award process.

With respect to the aatter immediately st hand, there are
pany who believe we have been the vickins of libel,
slander and innuends. Noreascon Three has taken the
position that we are guilty unless we prove ourselves
innocent, This is obviously the reverse of what the free
people of the world feel should taks place. HWe doubt
anyone who aight be nominated in the fubure would want
this form of perverted logic to become common.  Based on
only the thinnest of circuestantial evidence, you chose to
condean us without even lifting a finger to check the
facts.  You decided ve were guilty hased on your feeling
that our work couldn't merit a nomination. e vonder if
any one of you, et alone all of those naking the
decision, even read the book you vere so guick to judge.
Worse yet, your comsitter sesbers we spoke o confireed
that it was your intent not to give sither of us any
warning of the charges leveled against us. You wanted to
ensure that we “got what was coming to us” with no chance
to defend curselves,  Why or how anyone could have been
this aalicious %o someone they had never even set is
beyond our comprehension. The pain and anguish you have
caused us is beyond description. Thz saterial dasage $o
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our careers has alrveady started, We're positive that vhen
the seabers of the science fiction comsunity entrusied you
with the power you have they didn®f envision you would
pisuse it in such a vile and perverse manner,

The withdrawal of our nowinations wa sextracted from us
vith the unkept premise of a coaplete exoneration in a
press release -- i press reiease that vas modified without
our knowledge so as to be aore indiciaent than exoneration.
This is yet another exvample of your gquestionable ethics,

He have steadfastly maintained our innecence. Further, we
asked you rtepeatedly to corvect the grave injustice you
have perpeirated.  You have zaintained that we sust prove
our ipnccence to your satisfaction before you will take any
actioch. You even iasisted the proof of cur innocence had
te include the identificalion of a guilty party. Never has
any Hugo nominee been forced to prove and then justify so
guch te so faw.

In spite of cossunications fo your cosmitiee from nom-
disputant parties indicating our innocence, you couldn't
tonceive of, and weren't willing o adait that, the hallots
aight have been cast by honest sxeabers attespling to
ncaination according to the rules. ({See editor's
fostnote,}) The subleties of the politics and face-saving
esployed by Horeascon Three do pot plude us.  Your refusal
to accept the explanation offered for the ballots still in
question 13 cowardly in the extreae. Clearly, the only
infraction of WGF5 rules was perpetrated by Noreascon
Three, as admitted in your own firsi press release. We are
paking this letter public because we no longer feel ve can
turst the Moreascon Three cosmittes to deal in an honorable
ganner.

He feel the following actions should be taken by Noreascon
Three ispediately:

to Issue a full, unequivecal public apology te us and to
the asmbers of Noreascon Thres for the actions taken by the
copmitfes and the inability of your comaities to maintain
confidentiality,

2. Reinstate our Hugo nominations with all the rights and
privileges theretao,

3. Issue a full, unmequivecal public statement that our
nosination for the Campbell Award was never in questicn,

4. Issue corrected Hugo ballobs along with copies of the
apelogy  and an explanation of the wrong-doing of Noreascon
Three,

The cost and inconvenience Noreascon Three will suffer is
negligible «compared to the suifering you have caused us.
We f{eel it is entirely reasonable for us to expect you to
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pake this minimal effort to mitigate damages you have
caused. There is nothing you can do to sake us entively
vhole,

1f you refuse our reasonable request, we hope the science
fiction .comaunity will judge you accordingly.

{{The "tomwunTtitions...froe non~disputant parties® refers
to an alleged group of Lunacon attendees vho contacted
Haailton vith the clais they bought their asaberships with
on their ballots. The group’s letier is discussed in the
gain arficle,

{{As noted in the main article, the commitfee issued a 27-
page response to the Beese/Hamilton letter. Chairman Mark
Olson's specific reply to their demands is:

NOREASCON IOREE COMMITIEE: °f. Ve believe that the

Noreascon Three Comaittee has acted honorably and with the
best intent. We do not see that the coanittes needs to
apologize.

*2.  ¥e removed you from the hallot in the firsi place at
your urgent request. [Ef you had changed your einds before
the bailot had been printed, we would have ohliged, At
this point, wsore than 3000 Hugo ballots have been
distributed and over 130 Hugo ballots have been refurped,
Any further change to the list of noainees is impossible.

*3.  Me agree that your nomination for the Caspbell Avard
vis not dependent on the money order hallets and are
pleasad to say so publicly.

*4. This request is answered in the above three points,

*As we have stated fo you in the past, we have ne evidence
that you were parties to the soney-srder-ballot fraud. e
vill state this publicly. However, ue believe that you
should focus your righteous anger at thuse whe perpetrated
this fraud, not at Noreascon for uncovering it and acting
to protect the Hugos. fs/ Mark L. Olson, Chairsan.®

R I R IR H R R R E R L R R R R A T R 01

HUGOS GET STUFFED

R R R R A F T R A R E R R R R A R F R A R R R R R RS

GEORGE FLYNN: As ! guess you already know from the second
press release, the paragraph about Todd Hasilion is in
addition to, not instead of, the original bloc-voling
paragraph (except that on the actual ballet we had ic edit
bath paragraphs to fit.)

The answer to Brad Foster's guestion is that the Fan
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at L.A.con 1 it was amended to include “"other public
display®, wvith the explicit intent of including convention
art shows f(as is also obvious froe the fact that Bjo
Trigbiz sade the motion.}

And a belated coasent on #78: It's very nice that there's
50 littie *fannish inactivity in Alberta®, but what does
that have to do with ¥innipeg? Perhaps you had Manitoba in
pind? (1 wvas astonished to find ¥79 had no cracks froa
Canada about ignorant Asericans...}

HARRY WARNER JR. Of course, the information about blec
voting for Hugos is alarsing. 1 no longer care in
particular vho wins the Hugs avards because not more than a
fev dozen potential voiers see all the fanzines that aight
deserve a HWuge or all the fan writings that could be
honored with a Huge, and I doubd if the number of voters
vho read 2l the professional fiction published in a year
is much greater. Still, if a thousand dollars or so gels
spent to buy fifty or more supporting aesberships for this
purpose, it's sore evidence that WerldCon circumstamces are
running amek. '

I do think the WorldCon authorities owe us an announcesent
of who and what achieved noaination because of bioc veling
in the categories werz a sixth nosiner vas  added.
Dbviously there is nothing criminal or immoral in blec
voting, or the comuittee would have refused to accept those
mesterships,  So it shouldn't be libelous to reveal their
identity, and in this vay the other five noainees in each
of those categories would be freed froe suspicisn. It
isntt fair that the other five in each category should be
left in circumstances that tould cause some fans to assuae
they're in ithere because of blec vobing.

CATHERINE FITISIMHMORS: ((Editor's noter To conserve space
Catherine's lzfier has been heavily edited vhere it raises
questions already covered in the Beese/Hamilton letter

appearing elsevhere this issue.))

In regard o the recent brouhaha concerning the Hugo
nominations I as oulraged by the smanner in which the
Nreascon 1!1 cosmittee (N3} and George Flynn in particular
handled this matter. Uhile refusing to release sufficient
infornation whick vould clear those involved, they have
used rumor and innuendo te salign the characters of three
very fine people, They have caused these people 3 great
deal of pain and have almost certainly damaged, if not
destroyed, the career of ong of the three. All out of an
overbloun sense of self-rightecusness.

Leothe N3 press release states that the commitles was
*highly disturbed® by the concept of such blec veting.
However, they also acknowlsdge that there is nothing in the
WGFS Constitubtien prohibiting this. In fact, such blec
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nosinating has been dong in the recent past. Perhaps not
so “blatantly" as was done here, but it has been done.
The fanzine nominations at Atlanta are 2 good exasple,
There, a group decided that their farzine ought to be on
the ballot and they nosinated en wasse. Whils there vas
great -deal of discussion about whether the fanzine i
questiog belopged on the ballet, ne one so much as implied
there had been anything unethical im the way it was
noninated. - And, to tell the truth, here was talk in
Texas for- several years to "hloc nominate” and get Pat
Mueller and The Texas 5f loguirer on the ballot. But
because Pat and the Inguirer were ‘“deserving® of the
honor, no one seewed to think anything was wrong in  such
tactics. The only difference here is that (1) the bloc
appears to have been paid fur by a single pevson with
tonsecutive money orders {in spite of the fact that the
ballots can, as Mark Olson acknovledged to Marie Barilatt,
be attributed to 23 very real individeals) and (2) Flynn
and N3 apparently believe that the alleged perpetrators
don*t belong on the ballst because the caliber of their
vork is not "up to snuff”,

+eoohs a direct result of the N3 press release, coaments
flev across CospuServe and other networks, such as SMDF-
BBS, saliciously maligning the integrity of the tus and,
by implication, the spouse of one. One asssage written by
a relatively well-koown, up-and-coaing writer was
blatantly libelous. (That is not only my personal
opinion, it is wmy legal opinion.) ({FitzSimwons is an
attorney in Illinrois,)) The writer has since “"apologized
for amy misinterpretation of his comments, but how can you
sisinterpret a statement that two people "hought® thereir
way onto the Hugo ballot? This writer, as vell as cthers,
seens to think that hecause he vas serely "discussing” the
issue that he is not subject to a lawsuit, Mell, 1 have
nevs for his: he is, Thal those he saligned have pod
decided to sue hie speaks only of their geod natures and
the fact that they vish to put this behind thes as soon as
possible,

«oroAll in all, I think Olson, Flyon and the rest of the
N3 comsittee have handled this atroricusly. They did not
have to release this information in this sanmer.  If they
truly felt there vas a problem they had several optians,
the vorst of which was the making the probles knoun in the
asnner they did. At a miniaum, they should have contacted
the people involved ~- not only the noainees affected, but
also those people vhose names vere on the ballots. There
certainly wvas not cause for thea to go looking for wmore
*patterns® in the balloting, since fasilies and other
groups often vote siamilarly, Obviously, patterns are
going to show up. Will N3 tell wus about any other
patterns which dop't involve these two writers? Hah! The
fact is, N3 had absolutely no right to do vhat they did
and I, as a aeaber of N3, demand an explanation for their
actions, In addifion, I think SFWA and ASFA should ask N3
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vhy it didn’t even notify these two before branding thes,
since it could happes to one of their sesbers again in the

future.  Surely, there should be soae process by which the

accused can confira or deny the allegations of wrong-deing
gnd I think SFWA and A5FA sesbers (as well as nosinees in
other categories) should have the right to such a process.
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LAURIE MANN: An #ahemt inieresting issue of File 770. . As
the head of progran for the last Boskone, Dawn Atkins!
letter on her probless at Mestercon struck a familiar
chord,  Doreen Hebbart either should have told her the
program was full to begin with, or should have backed her

against Charlie Brown's wrath,

The probles we've had with several people over the years is
their attitude that convention progras is OBLIGATED to
invite all comers (pros, BNFs, whoever). In fact, the
people who run convention progras have two obligations:

They should design/oganize the best prograe they can for
the sake of the attendees.

They should showcase the con's GoHt as best they can.

When pecple ask o be on program, they should either be
told yes or no, If they are told yes, then they deserve fo
be ftreated well by the congos, and they need to attend
their prograa items and participate 2ppropriately. If they
are tuld no, then they shouldn't press the issue.

I sust say that I liked all the art in the last issue. |
vasn’t fond of the illoes by Berislav Pinjuh until I noticed
he said he was only 17, MNeot bad for a younger cartoonist.

DAVID THAYER: I enjoyed Francis Haeit's Minicon report., It
pade we feel as if 1 was actually there, Hait a minute --
I vas actually there!

Your veporting of the Hugo controversy had ae wondering
vhere ?.J. Beese, ro-author of The Guardsmen with Tedd
Haailton, was during the discussion to drop the ites freas
the ballot. Rumers from Marzon are that Hamilfon, the
Artict Guest, was uncoaplimentary of the Noreascon concoa

in his el speech, What's the whele story heve?

Alexis  Rilliland's fillos were entertaining  and
enlightening as usual. Those by Berislav Pinjuh indicate
ancther sanic fanartist in the making. Perhaps he should
take Brad Foster’s cartoon advice, °“Kids! Don’t try this
at hoge!"
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HICHAEL M. SINCLAIR: ¥r. fuidry is a gentissan and as far

as [ knov is neither an attorney nor an alumnus of "Head
Start".

LLOYD RBEMMEY: Good fgc Berislav Pinjuh in finding fancon
at 17....my finding fandom ai {7 would have made ay

grovinf *tpWuth-exsier. Maybe Tadranka can get back at
Berislay by “rawing a picture of his.

LYSN MAUDLIN: The Mythcon XIY report was great; it's
2lvays fon to vead a con veport that sakes you laugh while
reminding you of absurd moments and makes you scratch your
head in wonder over the ones you esissed (like maybe that
Moon Woman and Brunhilda dide’t recognized the grey-haired
lady becasse they didn't SEE the grey-haired lady? He
vere vell-past the punch-drunk exhausted stage by then! I
plead extenuating circuastances.)

The only “correction® is to point out that I was not
thairaan of the con but chairman of the Council of
Stevards (the board that governs the Hythopeeic Society, a
nonprofit organization). * That sounds more thoo-de-hoody
than it is: a rotating chairmanship at whick we take
turns.  But you're absclutely right, NOBODY slse got to
chaffeur two such pulchritudinous females stevards to
Mythcon 3nd you definitely earned you Eagle Scout patch!

Firally, I want cvedit for the "Just say NOLAcon® lipe.
About $2.28 will be sufficient.

file 770:80

Nike Glyer

3828 Woodman Ave. #2
Van Nuys CA 941401

shere Are They Now?

CHANGES OF ADDRESS: Sarah Prince writes: "I have moved, to

a little hole in the vall accerding to good fannishk
tradition... T like to say it"s my reaction to having the
worldion in-slate -- moving farther out into the sticks (ay
actual residence is ip still a different town, north of
Worcaster, the unknowe second-largest city in Wew Englaad.”

Mike Christie and Sherry Caldsaith will receive aail af the
address shown belov after May 31, They will not be
resident there between June 20 and August 10, so anyone
vith an urgent asessage should call the Coldsmith  phone
(915) 349-4072,  fetwean June 25 and August 6 you should
call Kary Sheridan at (517) 3§3-8486, Mary is the manager
of the C[larion East writing workshop in Hichigan where
they'll be.

Barzh Prince, PU Box 217, S, Berlin MA Q1349

Michae! J, Walsh, PO Bex 19951, Baltimore ND 212{1

Patrick and Teresa Nizlsen Hayden, 23 Hinter Ave. First
Floor, Staten Island NY 10301, (718) 442-4930

Leslie Seith, 1209 Miller Ave., Ann Arbor NI 48103

Nike Christie & Sherry Coldssith, c/o Coldsmith 3302
Tanglewood, San Angelo TY 76404

Tim Kyger, 100 N. Carelina Ave. SE 83, Washington DC 20003

Kichael Hallis, 1647 Willow Pass Rd. %161, Concord CA
{zip?}

Jeff Schalles, Toad Hall, 2444 Blaisdell 4ve. S.,
Minngapolis MN 53408-4315 {eftective July)

Eve AcKEYWan, 3530 NW 20th Place, Bainesville FL 32605
43} 13§§‘s€i;ahaosic Leke Rd., nergzggggjiu,ggqgf-v-_-~-
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Richard Bergeron B4
PO Box 5389
0ld 5San Juan PR 00905
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If warked ___ your subscription has expired.
Please renew: 3 issues for 45,00



1989 HOGU & BLACKHOLE

FINAL

1989 HOGU & BLACKHOLE
FINAL BALLOT

These prestigious HOGU awards were created by Tom Digby, inspired by a rePlergblican Typo occurring on
a Hugo Ballet. In 1972 at LACon |, Mike Glyer, Eist Weinstein, and some other putrifans put on the first Hogu
Awards Ranquet at a local McDonald's. An instant tradition (add water and serve...), the event outdrew the
real banquet by 1974, so Ranquetesrs stoppad scheduling the whoop-ti-doo opposile the Banquet. Trufans
knew the value of good entertainment and junque-food cuisine in the midst ol plastic envirans, But this started
putristorians to dig through mounds of moldy fanzines to find cut about Hogu Chabsnerg, the man behind the
award. As founder of Modern Sinus Friction (never call it “Si-Fri"), he published the Golden Age Hoaxzines:
Amuzing, Thrilling Chunder Stories, Weird Snails, and ANALFOG. Recently relired to the Old Hoax Home in
Sonava Beach, CA, he has been active writing parodies of Battlafield Earth, collecting outdated stare coupons,
and conducting Sinus Friction courses at IJC Sonova Beach. All his friends and supporters are still trying to
get him a commemorative stamp, however the USPS choss o raise rates again inslead.

Commercial announcement: WEINSTEIN & GLYER'S DISCOUNT HOAXARAMA is still available for the
poultry sumof $3.00 Just send this to Elst Weinstein 859 N.Mountain Ave .#18-G Upland CA 81786 and you
will get nearly 100 pages of humor, hoaxes, articles and old Hogu ballots. A fantastic deal, you have my word
oni...

: Vole as often as you like. The Hogus and Blackholes are peer group awards: if you
don't feel qualified to vote, just peer over a shoulder and copy. Ballot stuffing is mandatory, so stulf it! Please,
make copies and distribute it all over your dorm (but use a prolective covering so as nol lo spread it.) Include
all typog , or eles! Voling is by the AUSTRIAN BALLOT SYSTEM: vola as often ard as secretly as you want,
then we decide the resulls independently in a closed caucus so as not lo be unduly influenced by either the
actual vole or political affiliation during WWIL.

THE AWARD: The HOGU consists of a charred block of virgin pine, a fine romantic symbol of a rocket take-
off. Was sponsored by APA-H ( the APA for Hoaxes and Humor.)

HOGU BESULTS: File 770 may eventually carry the resutlis. If you want to chance this, or read other important
fannish news, send $5 US o Mike Glyer 5828 Woodman Ave.#2 Van Nuys. CA 91401

YOTING DEADLINE. Send all ballots to the HOGU COMMISSION c/o Elst Weinstein 859 N. Mountain Ave.
#18-G Upland, CA 91786 by August 25,1989. Money and other financial donations are always needed lo help
continue this service. Vote one in each category, rank in odor of preference...

HOGU SCANDAL ROCKS HOAXDOM! This year the Hogus too have be ravaged by scandal. Some people
tried to block vote without paying bribes! That will never do. Remember, a nominee gets a vote the old
fashioned way: they BUY it! Set forth here are the nominees for a new category.

BEST BLOCK VOTE
Western Bloc Eastern Bloc Midwestern Bloc Alphabet Blocks
Block Buster Neighborhood Block Around the Block Hugo Committee Blockheads

THE DEROACH AWARD: given for putridity in every day life. Inspired by Edward DelLoach, LA City worker
who held his testimonial dinner at McDonald's.
Frank Lorenzo John Guidry Ill Geraldo Rivera Maggie Thatcher

BALLOT

IHE ARISTOTLE AWARD: Commemorating the Geek Tycoon, Aristolle O. Nessus, the elusive founder
of putridity and the originalor of the phrase, “Ock Ook Slobber Drooll” For Grand Master Litetime
Achievement in Pulridity.

Donald Trump D. Wesl Robert Adams Michael Wilson (Canada Finance Minis-
ter)

BEST NEW FEUD: Starting 1988 or later to qualify.
Bush vs. Congress Hulk Hogan vs. Macho Man Savage Hugo Committee vs. Ha-
milton & Beese Apple vs. Microsoft & IBM Gary Groth vs. Harlan Ellison

Rob Lowe in “Young Love” . Oliver North in “And Justice Forestall
—_Ayatollah Khomeini in “Little Bookshop of Horror® ~ ___ "Who Framed Todd Hamilton?”

Exxon Productions’ “Qil Qui o
U.S. Senate Films “Making Mr, Wright” John Tower in “The Best Defense”

: The Flavor-Aid Award. A lot of competition here, folks.
Oral Roberts Satanism Harmonic Convergence Jerry Falwell

BEST HOAX AWARDS: Besides the Hogus, of course!
The HUGO Awards World Fantasy Awards TAFF DUFF Elrons

BEST TYPE FACE:
Velvetica Smooth Paltable-ino Pixyish with Blond Hair Adobe Villa
Zapf Comix Myopia Zapf Dungbats Flyspeck

BEST PROFESSIONAL HOAX: Hoaxing as a profession.
Cold Fusion Congressional Payraises Dianetics Govemnment Ethics Codes
Jacques Benveniste's Homeopathic Dilutions

BEST FAN HOAX:
Lasiuturians Midsiream Hugo Rules Change Nolacon Il "The Sad 3 Party”

'SB : (This award back by popular demand)
John Guidry (Il ____ Kevin Duane Locus _ _ Geri Sullivan

WORST FANZINE TITLE: The Aard Daze Award
Satanic Nurses ZZ7Z-Zymurgy Thrust Freeze-Dried Wombats Dun Et My Settee

BEST DEAD WRITER: Must be living to qualify: The Battlecrock Glacktica Award
Thomas Monteleone John Shirley Alan Harries John Norman

Miscon DCin '92. Sercon Nolacon I Future Science One

Nesfadamus ] User's Fees L. Ron Plummer Ura Phink Judge Doom

DEVO AWARD: To who has done the most to HARM Science Fiction
Mary Mason Rep. Newt Gingrich Fritz Freiheit Susan Allison



BEST HAS-BEEN: (Deposed Dictator's Award)
Jim Gilpatrick® Ayatollah Khomeini John Guidry Ill Ronald Reagan
*indicates last year of eligibility

BANGER AWARD: (Most Inappropriate Con Guest of Honor)
Terry Watt David Brin Andy Porter Charles Platt

CUISINART AWARD: (Worst Editing TV, Movies, Fiction, etc.)
Dune vers. 2 ___Jenette Kahn (DC Comics) "Star Trek V" NBC 1988 Bummer Olympics

SPECIAL GRAND BASTARD AWARD:
Robert Adams* Ted White* Jerry Pournelle® Robert Sachs

* indicates repeat nomination to this category

MOST DESIRED GAFIATION: Winner to get Mid Atlantic Fan Fund (MAFF)
All Starfleet Chapters Guy H. Lillian 11l David Hartwell Noah Ward
"l Break for' Mutants” "Chains Required — Whips Optional”

"Entropy Isn't All It Used To Be” "l May Be Slow, But I'm Ahead of You!"

SPECIAL BAGELBASH AWARD:
Chinese Student Bodies Secular Humanist Inspired Thinking Ultrasonic Bug Machines

SF Cable Chanel Drivers Aganst Mad Mothers
Rice's Anemia (VWIw Fandom) Toxic Schlock Syndrome Commuter Viruses
St. Walden's Dance {Rushdie Rush) Presidential AIDES

MOST BIZABRE HALL COSTUME Real or Imagined
Elvis Alivel Asimov’s String Tie and Whiskers Slime-Gen

=ST ALIEN MUSIC VIDEO:

____"Bad"by Michael Jackson ____ "Like A Little Prayei” ___ Morton Dowrey, Jr.'s

____The Matamoaros Voodoo Drug Satanist Murder Cult Mexican Tourism Video

MIXED MEDIA:

____"Fat" Weird Al Yankovick ___ FElison's Geo Commercials "Murder by Moolight™

CLOSEST ENCOUNTER OF THE FOURTH KIND
Priest and Choir Boys Brigitte Nielson and Anyone Rob Lowe and Young Thing
Senate Confimation Hearings

SPACE GEEK OF THE YEAR AWARD
—_Dan Quayle Bruce Sterling Justin Winston Ben Yalow Herr Hobbs

BEST JESSICA RABBIT LOOK ALIKE
Laura Modine Ruth J. Brosh Kathy Saunders Martha Soukup Kim Mare

THE BLACKHOLE AWARDS

The Blackhole Award, first given in 1973 by Matthew Tepper, designed by Phil Lebow, was revived in 1979
to give all fans a chance lo make nominations and vole. The distinctive award and its original purpose are lost
in cbscurity, but the feelings it engendered live on. THE AWARD: Consists of plastic spheres suspanded on
a wire, each sphere sublly dilferent, depending on the award. The standard one is a black sphere.

STANDARD BLACKHOLE: Vote for four of the following (here ONLY!)

Gary Groth Harlan Ellison Jim Bakker Ted Bundy

Justin Winston John Guidry Il Rich Jervis Dennis Dolbear

Phil Donahue Vanna White Alan Harries Willard Scott
INVISIBILITY AWARD: For conspicuous absence

Alan Moore Michael Dukakis William Casay

Dan Quayle Fred Patten
INCOMPETENCE AWARD: Political Refuse Award

Sen. Tower Sen.Proxmire Rep. Coelho Rep. Wright

Mrs Mandela Rep Lukans Mayor W. Wilson Goode

Overlook Press DC Comics Bridge Publications Pageant Books

Exxon, Inc. ’ Walt Disney Studios DC Sheraton Warner Publications

HALF-ASSED CON OFFICIQUSNESS: The “Connie” Award
Nolacontest Noreason 3 Creation Cons Confiction

BROWN HOLE AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONALISM: Past winners of this award have
included: Norman Spinrad, Roger Elwood, Alexander Haig, James Watt, E. Gary Gygax, Phyllis Schlaffly, Jon
Estrin, Charles Platt, Edwin Meese, Andy Porter and Judge Bork.

__ GeorgeFlynn __ John Shiley __ PeterHeck __ Geraldo Rivera

__ OprahWinfrey __ JimWright ___ Morton Downey, Jr. ___ Malcolm Edwards
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Name,
Address
City State Zip Country

White space is provided below so that you may have room to nominate or suggest categories not on the ballot.
If suitably funny, they might even get used! If not, we will just disregard them anyway. Have fun. NOTE: Fanzine
editors and con attendees are encouraged to duplicate this ballot and distribute it through fanzines and
conventions. Please! The Ranquet will most likely be held at a suitably putrid New England Plastic Burger Joint
or equivalent in Boston.



