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FILE 770:83, the "everybody else’s Worldcon report® issue,
is edited by Mike Glyer at 5828 Woodman Ave. 42, Van Nuys
CA 91401,  Please step up and receive your copy in return
for barbed gossip, self-accusation, buf mainly 5 issues
for $5.  (thers may get it for arvanged trades (primarily
with other news or clubzinesi, useful wordage and
surprising long-distance phone calls (heing able to get
through despife my incessant use of the modea s
considered surprising,) The nuaber here is (B18) 787-5061,
Finished December 4, 1389,

File 770, which has never been famous for iis
procfreading, was plagued last issue by annoying little
errors, Feading the finished copy was frustrating because
I had spent a great deal of time editing and wmelding
segaents of the WorldCon veport., This experience has
driven hoae the lesson that heavy editing for style is not
a substitute for proofreading. In fact, it actually
increases typoes, accidental word omissions and improper
punctuation. Two of the three best lines in the report
were slain for want of a missing noun'

The next issue of File 770 will carvry Hindycon, Loscon,

Mythcon reperts, artist David Lee Anderson's Mythcon 6ol
speech, and the first of several articles by Annemarie van
Ewyck locking ahead to the 1990 Worldcon in The Hague.

SUR 9 TOMNE

mesber of Sacramento and Northern California fandos for
pany years who succeeded John Mclaughlin as chaiy of fhe
San Francisco in '92 Worldcon bid earlier this year, died
October 27 at a Sacramento hospital after 1ife-support
machinery was disconnected. (Scurce: Andrew Porter guoting
Mary Mason) According to Michael Wallis' phone message
to  File 770, Gtone was admitted to the hospital
complaining of symptoms that were discovered fo have been
caused by & aneurism.  Beginning Sunday of that wesk she
had suffered leakage in the carotid artery in the back
part of the brain. GShe went inte hospital Tuesday
assuging she had a severe headache associated with a case
flu she'd been trying to shake. She collapsed in the
hospital on Tuesday when the artery actually burst. She
was in a coma until her death. Stone was married and is
survived by her husband and two children. (Scoe details
varying from HWallis' account were veceived by Andrew
Porter from Mary Mason.)

4E TURNS 73: by Forry Ackerman “The Sci-Fi Guy, Farry
Ackerman, celebrated his 73rd birthday and 63rd year as a
fan at a standing-room-only brunch at a former Brown Derby
restaurant in Hollywood on he Sunday before Thanksgiving.

(His acteal birthday vas cne day after Thanksgiving.)

—— |

Forrest Muraurings z
4mong the profusien of pros present  were  Sombow
Sucharitkul, Charles °The Misfortune Cookie® Fritch,
Kenneth "Hollywood Babylon® Anger, Faul "The Beat Hithin®
Clemens, cult queen Erinke "The Demon Within® Sfevens,
Sherwood "Ne Land of Mod® Springer, Hank Stine, Janrae
Frank, Don Glut, Ib “Deathrace 2000° Melchior, Bill Warren,
Hillian "New Lensman® Ellern, Bob "Amazon Women on the
Moon® director Weiss, A.E. Van VYogt, Hob Burns, Ferdinand
"The Fearless Vampire Killers" Mayne, Helga °It Happened in
Harrorwood® Oswald, Ann "War of the Worlds' Robinson, Jean
"The FReader Has Forgotten” €ox, J. Harvey “The FPlanet
Prince® Haggard, Charles Lee Jackson II, and Dr. Donald
Read, creator of the Count Dracula Sociefy and the Academy
of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror Files,

"Fans came from as far away as San [Diegn, Tiujuang,
Baltimere, MNew Jersey, and Israel (Jerusalem: Oskar
Wahrmann, #1 collector of American sf there since 1950),
including Halter J. Daugherty, Ren Borst, Dik Daniels,
fiayna Shireen (Miss Science Fiction), Tigrina, Harjii
Ellers, Hary Ellen Rabogliatti (Mrs. Daugherty), Paul
Turner, Len Moffatt and 5 members of the Ackermonster’s Bat
Pack. Introduced was Hichael D. 5Stein, the man who plans
to devote the remainder of his life {o preserving,
protecting, prometing and presenting to posterity the
300,000 genre items collected by Forry since 1926 in 4
puseuns throughout the world.,  The 3-hour event was video-
rassetted by Forry’s assistant Linceln Bond and fan Dik
Danieis as Forry went the rounds of all B8 individuals
pregent, identifying them from memory and describing their
relationship to the fantasy field.  Party continued
aftervard at the Ackermansion till 3:30 PM.°

In a separate letter substitute Forry writes that his vife,
Wendy, continues to esperience very serious medical
problems: "[Her] kidneys have practically quit functioning
and it takes 4-5 hours three times a week to take care of
her hemcdialysis cleansing process. Off an on she's been
hospitalized in Intensive Care. The worst part is her
persolity  has  altered incredibly.”  This  includes
occasional hallucinations and an almest daily expression
that life is no longer werth living and she would prefer fo
die.
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3AY AREASHAKEUP

EANDOM SHAKEN, NOT STIRRED: Or so ve sight apply James
Bond’s amartini instructions to the October earthquake in

Northern Califaornia,.

Lucy Hunbzinger phonad Friday, October 20, to report, °All
of Bay Area (andom survived the quake just fine. Some of
us had bookshelves ‘tirn evar.:and seme of us had our pets

«* scared into catatonic Bliss, but mostly everybody seeas

. okayy  And in fact John Bartelt and I are going ahead and
getting married tosorrow. We defy the forces of natura'ie
stop us from doing sodething we think is right. Hest of

the locals so far as I know are going to be at our wedding
and vhooping it up and celebrating life. It's all okay and
I expect to see something about this in the next File 770.°

Locus editor Charlie Brown makes his hose in the hills
above Dakland. Faren Miller, Associate Editor wrote, "The

Charlie didn't even lose pover up here. 5o ve were lucky,
with regard to the Pretty Big One.”

r



4 Shaker-to-Breakers Marathon

At the October 19 LASFS meeting Lee Gold reporfed a list
of Bay Area fans whose safe passge through Tuesday's
earthquake had been reliably established by phone. 4
number of fans in the room vere able to make additions.
The list read: Tom Whiteore, Debbie Notkin, Alan Minston
and VYanessa Schnatmeier, Patrice Cook, Dean Anton and
Rowar Sherwood, Dave Nee, Clint Bigglestone, Greyhaven
Inc., Diana Paxson, Paul Edwin Iimmer, Carolly
Hauksdsttir, Janice %elb, B. % L., Konigsherg, Flieg
Hollander, Leslie Fish, Owen and Eclaire Mannifen, Don
Simpson, Gue Potter, Linda Frankel, Elizabeth Fox, David
Bratman, Ken Butler, Heather Junes, Jordan Kare, Mary Kay
Jackson, GSteven & Colleen Saritsky, Cynthia McBuillin,
Jane Robison, Sylvia Stevens, FRuss & Wilma Meyer, (Kathy
Hary Chug Yon Rospach, Laurie Seftom, Terry Gish, Dave
Barry, Victoria Ridenour, Rusty & Diane Dawe, Poul % Karem
fnderson, Pieter Thiessen, Joey Shuji, Virginia Heinlein.

Jervy Pournelle told the meeting he had just returned from
a Byte magazine staff conference at Ricky's Hyait in Pale
Alto,  The meeting had broken up before the guake, and on
the way home Jerry and Eoberta stopped o visit a friend,
in Los Altes, Dr. Stephen Fasone.

Because of a debilitaling stroke Pascre routinely sits
beited in his easy chair, and he was there when the guake
struck., But Jerry Pournelle had been sitiing alongside
him in Pasone's vheelchair. One moment Jerry was talking,
the next soment he was volling back and forth across the
living rooe fo a tune played by the quake. Pasone's
refrigerator moved 8 feet.  Jerry said it wasn’t like
Southern California guakes because it had a rhytheic wave.
He could see the displacement of the floor inside and the
earth outside. At the end there was essentially no damage
to Pasone’s house. Some freestanding bookcases fell aver,
and the loose shelves in bookshelves attached to walls
slid onto the floor.  The house was without lights, but
still had vater and telephone service.

Jerry and Roberta drove south., Traffic lights were oui.
Scae compunities had electrical power, others had lest it,
depending on the status of the grid vhich served thes.
Jerry noticed that the farther avay from San Francisco
they drove, the more hysterical the radia news coverage
sounded. He also noted with irony one broadcaster whe
persistently referred to the "disparaging reports® about
quake deaths, rather than “disparate reperis” -- and used
the misnomer during his attempt o interview Mayor Art
Agnos, leaving Agnos confused.

The Pournelles were first to call Virginia Heinlein, now
living in Carsel. She told them Fixel, the 14-year-old
pale cat writien about in Heinlein's books, was in her lap
vhen the guake struck: Pixel went nuts and hopefully
didn't leave toe many scars.

File 770:83

Pournelle checked newspaper maps of the quake, and is
convinced the epicenter was within hundreds of yards of
Robert A. Heinleir's former home on Honnie Doon road in
Banta fruz. Huserous houses in the vicinity of the old
Heinleia place collapsed.  (Clint Bigglestone reports one
earthquake casualty was killed on the beach near laower
Hornie Doon Road,)

Recently David Bratmap wrote, "Having sensibly staved avay
frog the few spots of major disaster, I haven'i even seen
any dasage apart from a few broken windows and falien
plaster, and a lot of tuabled books both at hoae and at
work. Everyone I've talked to has been startled bul o.k.;
the only panicked reactions have come from out of toun.”

correctness check, the 1990 DUFF race will take place on
schedule, say Australian Administratoer Terry Dowling and
North American Administrator John D. Berry. Their cosaents

Eariler this year, Australian Irvin Hirsch editorialized
that selecting a DUFF delegate to attend the 1990 NASFiC
wotld help legitimize what he plainly considers a malignant
growth on the BWSFS constitution, Alterpatives under
consideration were sending the delegate elsevhere, or
postponing the DUFF trip until 1991,

Jack Herman answered Hirsch in Syeetness and Light #2. (I
experience is any guide, by nesxt year a beginning edifor
will find an overlocked, perfectly wonderful title for his
newzine that will make you green with envy. At least it
won't be-Apsible this fime.}

Sydney fan Jack Herman said, in part, "DUFF is not purely a
fannish thing and relies on the support of all fandoa,
particularly of Convention fandom, who will be well-
represented at  San Diege.” Also, °I bow o none in my
opposition to the inclusion of NASFiC...in the Worldcon
constitution... But it will be a major von in 1990 and it
should he he ceniral stop in the visit of the DUFF delegate
because 1%t will gain s/he the potential to meet the
greatest number of Horth Aserican fans, promote Australian
fandom {and Perth in 94) and keep DUFF before the eyes of
fandos. "

In Redback Terry Dowling agreed with Herman, and added,
"The imporfant thing ic that fandom is served fairly, that
the ambassadorial nature of DUFF be maintained especially

in those years when there is no Worldcon held in the US.”



Noainations are now open for a fan from Australia or New
lealand, A candidate needs five nominators: three from
Australasia and tve from North America. MNominators aust
confire their status in writing to the Adainistrators.
Candidates aust submi a nonrefundable $10 bond assuring
they will eake the trip if selected, and a written
platfora of 100 words or less. The DUFF winper will
succeed Terry Dowling as adsinistrator.

Terry Dowling: 11 Everard 5t., Hunters Hill, NS¥ 2110,
Australia. John D. Berry: 525 19th Ave. East, Seattle WA

TAPE

TAFF BOES ON HIATUS: Meantiae administrators of the Trans-
Atlantic Fan Fund have discovered the prospect of being
able to attend a European Worldcon in 1990 has resulted in
a lack of candidates for the Europe-to-North-fmerica leg
of the TAFF trip that would ordinarily avarded that year.
Robert Lichtman writes, *A randos saepling of fans queried
while I was in the UK indicated a general preference for
attending a Moridcon in Eurcpe over NASFIif in HNerth
fmerica as their ’big convention' of the year.®

curopean TAFF Administrators Lillian Edwards and Christina
Lake and North Aserican Administrator Lichtman have agreed
that under the circumstances there will be no 1990 TAFF
race. Instead, nominations will be opened during the
suaser of 1990 for a candidate to fravel fros Europe to
Chicon V in 1991.

During the interim Lichiman will be fundraising by sale
and auction: a listing of the itess will be available for
a long SASE with 43 cents postage {mon-US send two IRCs).
The administors’ addresses are: Robert Lichtman, PO Box
30, Glen Ellen CA 93442; Lillian Edwards, 1 Braehead Rd.,

Thorntonhall, Glasgow 674 5AB U.K.; Christina Lake, 47
Wessex Ave., Horfield, Bristel BS7 ODE U.K.

THE SKELTON CREW: Joni Stopa's plot fo bring Skel {Paul
Skelton) and Cas froa England to the next Midwestcon has
been undone by its success: before the fundraising could
begin, Alyson Abraeowitz made arrangements herself to
{ranspert Skel and Cas %o the US by cashing in her
frequent-flyer mileage!  With plenty of thanks o Alyson,
Joni is still proceeding to raise money o help ease the

expenses of the couple’s anticipated S-week US visit,

Said Joni, “From all I've heard, they are planning to spend
five weeks in the States. I am sure that they re juggling
household funds frantically to pay for the coaming trip.
€as 1is no doubt planning aeals around eeat substifstes to
keep costs down, I know how all that sort of thing goes.
They are probably even thinking of taking out a loan. This
is where ve come in..."

"Dave Rowe is.deigning a t-shirt., I will see that it gets
printed. We will need articles and artwork donated for 2
fanzine which I propose to call the Skelten Crew; Dave
[Lockel, Jackie [Causgrovel and I can handle that. Then we
vill need auctions, and material to sell at thes. Perhaps
those of you who are artists or crafts people could donate
your vorks.™ Contact Joni Stopa at PO Box 177, Wilmst NI
53192,

-TOOTING HY OWN HORN? YA DAMN BET:' Congressional aice Tia
Kyger called to amake sure ve knew he appeared on CEN's
"Sonia Weib Show® {sp?) on October 11, debating a mesber of
the Christic Instifute about their atiespt te legally bleck
the launching of the space shuttle carrying the nuclear-
povered HGalileo probe. Long-time space activist Kyger
often appeared on radic when he lived in San Francisce. He
nov works in  Hashington BC for Congressman Dana
Rohrabacher.



g Silicon Days

BEDDING PLARS: Terry Gish wed Dave Berry on Friday,
Noveaber 24 in the Greek Asptheater at Kelly Park in San
Jose. Although the date coincided with the start of a
local convention, Silicom, several fans elected to atiend
the wedding thea swing south to spend the remainder of the
veekend at Loscon, amenr them Sue Potter and Ben VYalow.
Scott Dennis went the other way: after spending Thursday
night in LA Scoit went north for the wedding and fo
huckster at 5ilicon while Jane Dennis stayed to run their
button and {-shirt table at Loscon.

SHUTTERBUGS  SUMMONED: Terry whitter has started a

EEGEIEEEEF; -éii?;y Photoqrapher,  where  fannish

photographers -- especially those vith an interest in
shooting the Masquerade -- can workshop in print. Contact
Terry at 35563 Sunny Oaks Dr., GSan Jose CA 95123-1341.
Those responsible for masquerade photo areas should ask
for a copy of issue 1, which contains the contributors’

pet peeves.

CLARION WEST APPLICATIONS SDUGHT: Applications are now
being accepted for the 1390 Clarion West Writers Workshop
in Seattle. The infensive six-week workshop prepares
vriters for professional careers in science fiction and

fantasy.

The seventh annual workshop will be held fros June 17 to
July 28 1990 at Seattle Central Cosmmunity College, in
Washington. Writers in residence will be Marta Randall,
Pat Murphy, Lewis Shiner, Vonda N. HcIntyre, David 6.
Hartwell and Gene Wolfe,

In workshop sessions students work with the writer in
residence to critique students' stories. They meet with
each week's writer for orivate consultations, are given
assignaents and writing exercises, and are expected to
start and coaplete independent projects during the
workshop.,  Tuition is $995 until March 1, 19%0. For

applications and scholarship information write to: Clarion -

Hest, Ste, 330, 340 {5th Ave. East, Seattle WA 3Bl112. Or
call {206) 322-9083.

b WRITERS JOIN HCC FORUM: Shortly before Armadillocon,
the Microelectronics and Computer Technology Corp. (HCC)
computer research consortive imported several notable
tyberpunk science fiction authors to participate in a
vorkshop as part of a regular seminar of technical
discussions. MWilliam Gibson, Halter Jon Williaams, Lewis
Shiner, Pat Cadigan, Eruce Sterling, Tom Maddox and Ellen
Datlow conducted a two-hour panel, "View of the Technology
Future.®

MCC technology analyst Gary Knight came up with the idea.
"The writers have insight into people and society so their
views and intuitions about how society and technology will
interact are of value to us,” he said. "We gave the
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writers some tours of our labs and ongoing projects. Being
writers they had their notebooks out., Something would be
said and I'd notice two or three of thea scribbling away.
You could see plots being hatched.” (Condensed from AP
story sent in by Bjo Trieble.)

Get 'em vhile they're hot! Funniest thing to hit Middle
Earth since Bilbo disappeared at his own birthday party!
Lydia HMarano of Dangerous Visions Bookstore whooped and
said, "Wait til the Hytopoeic Seciety sees this!® Then she
discovered -- they did it!

art by Pat Wynne, Nancy Lou Patterson, Christine
Loventrout, MWot Paula Di Gante, Sarah Beach, Sylvia
Hunnewell, Tiam Callahan, Bonnie fallahan and Lynn Maudlin.

$6.50 each (plus 75 cents postage) or 2/%15.00 (plus $2.00
postage); overseas airmail postage additional. Order fros:
The Mythopoeic Seciety, P.0. Bex &£707, Altadena CA 91003.

(3</(§
N

DAV A
ASTOUNDING NEWS blatts the change of address announceaent
for Judith Hanna and Joseph Nicholas., “The 22 Denbigh
Street People's Revolutionary Collective is soon to be no
more!"™ The couple subleased from a previous tenmant who
came under an eviction nolice by the landlord, so with
their house of cards tumbling they have reluctantly escaped
to "a quiet suburban backwater with no buses thundering
past all day and half the night. Judith vill have a roos
or her own and Joseph can be ultra-tidy everywhere
else...there’s even a patch of garden to play in come next
summer, provided we get the weeds cleared...blah drone,
cosy domesticity,...”

Michael Donahue, 4901 Clair Del dve. #1104, Long Beach CA
90807

Ross Pavlac, PO Box B16, Evanston IL £0204-0818;
Phone: (312) 264-4383

David Bratman, 1334 Crane St., Menlo Park CA 94025

A. Joseph Ross, 648 Washington St., Brookline MA 02146

Judith Hanna & Joseph Nicholas, 3A Frinton Rd., Stamford
Hill, London N15 6NH U.K. (tele. 01-800-4899)

Dan Hoey, 6004 Buebec St., Berwyn Heights MD 20740
Fhene: (301} 220-2343
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BEST NOVEL: (851 ballots)

H 1st 2nd 3rd 4h  5th
87 Cvteen, C.J. Cherryh 199 202 217 277 376
61  Red Prophet, Card 165 169 190 233 244 230 288 379
35 Falling Free, Bujold 174 178 186 201 208 225 2%0 299 339
73 lslands in the Hei Ster. 171 173 209 250 326 197 199 M 317 233 244 337 330
66  Mona Lisa Overdrive GBib, 92 93 120 123 17y AN 23t 482
No Avard 30 56 69 104 139
#t = Total nominations
"BEST NOVELLA: (699 ballets)
ist 2nd 3rd dth 3th
74 *Last of the Hinnebagos® 185 187 217 274 35
38 “Scalehunter's...” 126 126 144 180 160 228 306
62 “Journals of the Plague..." 136 136 148 174 215 189 170 191 252 207 208 268
33 "Calvin Coolidge Home...® 125 126 142 169 149 151 179 187 190 250 265 268
5&  "Surfacing” By 82 117 119 174 177 258 264 430
' No Avard 47 43 37 &7 100
BEST NOVELETTE: (724 ballots)
1st Znd g 4tk dth
47 “Gehrodinger’s Kitten® 245 243 262 308 368
37 "Peaches for Mad Holly® 137 139 168 196 245 184 186 233 298
38 “Do Ya, Do Ya Wanna Dance* 118 118 129 175 177 199 282  2i6 219 29
42 “tunction of Dream Sleep” 127 128 13§ 1Tt 181 182 198 218 219 268 296
39 "Ginny Sweethips'...® 70 72 94 9% 150 155 231 414
- No Avard 27 37 53 62 91
BEST SBDEI SIORY: (698 ballets)
1st nd 3rd
37 *Kirinyaga" 132 132 152 175 A3 282
25 "The Giving Plague® 134 137 159 181 204 268 157 {60 197 235 281
23 - "Ripples in the Birac Sea” 117 120 136 152 183 138 141 160 193 257 172 {75 212 270
23 "Dir Neural Cherncbyl® 87 88 93 114 - 113 127 153 155 194 251
29 ."Stables Strategies...” 102 103 110 133 {17 118 134 168 136 137 166
‘23 "Fort Hoxie Branch® 3 13 93 93 121 122
Ho Award 53 ; 4 &0
: 4th ath bth
*Our Meural Chernobyl 192 134 268
"Stable Strategies...® 1894 186 246 262 266
*Fort Noxie Branmch® i54 138 220 229 3k6

No Award 3 71 81 100
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No Award

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION: (305 ballats)

209 Hho Frased Rogert Rabbit

61 Beetiejuice

98 Big

60 Alien Nation
No Award

BEST PROFESSIONAL EDITOR: (698 ballots)

144 Gardner Dozois

85 Dave Hartwell

87 Edwvard Ferman

74 Stanley Schaidt

5% Charles Ryan
No Award

BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTISI: (745 ballats)

90 HMichael Whelan

97 Don Mait2

69 David Cherry

36 Bob Eggleton

43 Thomas Canty
No Awvard

== EoLoL=oso=l

i71 Locus 243
126 SE Chropicle 160
44 NY Review of 3f 124
34 lInterzone 100
a7 Thrust 42

No Avard 43

BEST FANZINE; (462 ballots)

35 Eile 770 94
60 Lan's Lamtern 83
24 Miekas 89
38 Fosfax 63
24 Other Realss 37

No Award 74

is
248

170
130
113

44

105
9%
95

&4

76

ist
172 177 179 184 240
161 167 170 190 226
116 128 128 147
5 63 64
kI
59 59
st 2nd
560
72 248 253 290 402
94 207 211 249 317
58 104 115
8 80
1st” 2nd
266 267 293 319 o
131 132 143 163 198
B 83 91 157
111 111 124 144 162
75 15 97
M 38
igt
241 242 260 286 326
171 172 191 237 320
116 118 132 150
75 75
107 107 110
35
t Zn
250 286 344
174 194 289 248 25t
130 179 149 150
115 144 146
58 59
47
116 124 159
117 119 155 110 130°
104 108 101 112
80 86
72
80 80 94

g 3rd dth sth
211 223 2271 239
1594 173 176 204 207 239 246
73 82 83 133 158 183 211 222
43 73 130 132 249
B3 64 78 82 90 123
3g 4th  5th
274 280 342 378
141 138 215 420
104 149 203
3rd o S
200 226 302
159 1719 248 230 303
162 190 243 {89 189 231 2717 286
97 136 136 206 21t 366
464 74 92
20 3rd 4th 3th
239 241 282 3
178 180 203 233 274 277 344
101 01 148 130 233 297
118 118 126 176 176 212 293 234 416
41 45 57 74
g 3t 5t
21 327
163 239 221 224 269
162 182 185 231 292
112 113 133 3
58 73 u
134 182
117 134 123 131 10
90 114 117 140 148 161
% 9 125 131 217
83 103 127



Fan Category Hugos And Other Sidebar Stories 3

lst Zud ard 4th
15 Dave Langford 97 101 111 140 141 173
48 Hike Blyer 8% % 108 115 116 156 113 123 143 146 104
30 Arthur Hlavaty 78 83 BT 94 94 82 88 95 935 {26 103 119 122 147
12 Avedon Larol 32 ®m 57 Bl 86 94 94 106 117 119 139 139 171 177
12 Chug Von Rospach 45 52 a6 68 79 B 85 101 106
No dward £ 62 b4 &B 66 68 71 % 79 86 9t
23 Buy Lillian III 32 39 30 69
Stho Gth
Chug Yon Rospach 123 183
No Award 119 133 150
Guy H, Lillian IIT 96 134
BEST FAN ARTIST: (512 ballots)
ist 3rd dth ath bth
43 Diana Gallagher Wu 133 181 172 172 182 201
43 Brad Foster 83 103 107 107 1335 208
38 Stu Shiffaan &0 69 B B 106 10z 125 126 159
33 Teddy Harvia B3 69 73 73 110 131 133 152 135 135 {73
29 Taral 40 b4 97 98 113 150 151
27 Merle Insinga o) 78 BE 86 9 34 133 136 209
Ne Award 3 O 3 89 71 71 g2 107
_ | @
OM FANTOM OM
NIRRT INARVIMIRVINE
A NOREASCON THREE REVIEW: by Thesas Hanlon Worldcon in history. The preplanning shoved a lot of
The latest episode of Fandom Follies was held in Hoston foresight and insight into fandom, as well as financial
the week straddling Labor Day, and was hosted by a responsibility, They vere able to point people and pennies
conglomeration  of Massachusetts Convention Fandoa in the right direction to cover a lot aore than just the
Incorporated {MCFI), the New England Science Fiction critical areas or bare minisua.
Assaciation (NESFA), and the usual floating victies (UFV),
This 47th Worldcon, the 50th anniversary of the first one Registration had plenty of room and the only real line I
(they took a break during World War 11D, featured as iis ever saw was for program participanis. Since their line
guests of honor Andre Norton, Ian and Bebty Ballantine and was the first as you entered the room, nobody minded the
surviving memabers of the Strangers Club,  Isaac Asimov chance to say hello to a favorite fan or pro while they
also attended most of the veekend and was readily vere waiting. The mixing area and fan exhibits were a
accessibie.  Attendance was around 7000 and fans froe all wonderful  hodgepodge  that meshed well with nearby
over the world lounged in the spacious, cool and clean convention information, the daily newzine and Ervin
Hynes Convention Center, downtoun. The Hynes connected Strauss' flyer displays and message boards.
directly to the Sheraton and several score focd and
shopping establisheenis. Additional function space was The Art Show seemed smaller than those of vecent eemory,
used in the Hilton across the street as well as the but the quality of work on display was uniforaly high., !
majority of their sleeping rooms. The Coionnade and heard some quibbiing over the nusber of bids needed tc send
Harriott and other nearby hotels filled out the sleeping a piece to auction, but those artists I spoke with were
roof arrangements for fandos. pleased by their voluse of sales,
MCF1  and MESFA have a reputation for being organized and The dealers room didn’t have the variety of Los #Angeles in
efficient {o the point of goosestepping. They certainly 1984, but was overall a nice mix with a strong literary

deserve a lot of credit for being as aorganized as any base, 1 wmissed the costume contest vhich was crificized



o Tom Hanlon 4 Year Wiser!

for its small-than-expected auaber of enirants but I heard
it ran on time and the pictures of the winners were
pretty. It was thoughtful of the staff to put them on
display the following day,

Opening and closing ceremonies had a few slov soments but
vere well attepded. I especially liked the presentation
of slides taken during the con.  They were well grouped
and set to classical musiz, Social highlights included
the Meet the Pros miver on Thursday vith Fat Cadigan
handling the sike duties and a Friday night blowout, last
ever, goodby Boxboro Fandom and Louis Wu Birthday Parly.
It's a shame they had to close by 2 AN, they could have
gone on all weekend, This party cost thousands and
featured half-a-dozen rocms, many special presentations
and 3 live band. At one time there was a line of over 200
people just waiting to get in!

The Huge presentation ceremonies started with a little
pomp and ceremony in the form of a fan carrying sach award
folloved by all the nominees for that category. I didn't
like it at the time, but later decided it was a good way
to honor and thank ALL the pros and fans that were
nominated. 1 hope fulure Worldcons do something siailar.
fieorge Alec Effinger finally won years after first being
noainated in 1973 -- long overdue. Mike Resnick was
speechless for the first time in his life after winning on
his first nosination. Not surprisingly since he has been
writing even longer than George. Fred Pohl did a qood job
as Master of Ceremonies and his exchange of quips with
Isaac Asimov was priceless,

Priscilla Olsen and Ben Yalow, with the help of a far-
flung staff, did an outstanding job with prograaming. The
pocket program was useful and accurate, I felt the
Souvenir Prograe Book was a little disappointing.
However, its cover was beautiful,

The biggest complaints I heard were the hofel clamping
down on parties too quickly and too hard. Pros and
publishers were not immune, The Bantam Party on Friday
was cordoned off by hotel security without evem wvarning
the hosts. They found cut when several pros phoned the
rooa to say they weren't being allowed off the elevator on
that floor. The party was eventually moved down inte a
larger and cooler room on a non-sleeping-roon floor. When
you consider that Noreascon Three spent many thousands of
dollars in legal fees simply tc enforce their letier of
intent, perhaps the fact that ANY parties were alloved is
a surprise. There was no hospitality suite to speak of,
though the sixing area [ConCoursel helped a lot.

I personally got tired of site staff in blue suits telling
se vhat to do.

Dverall @y feeling is it was a well-run Horldcon prepared
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to deal with most vorst-case scenarios. They tried to
encourage most subsets of fandom to aingle and learn. The
staff should be cospended for a job well done and given a
few vell-earned years off before they start worrying about
1998. Since the con cossittee seess fo he fairly far-
sighted as well as mchile, perhaps they can work on ancther
venue besides downtown Boston in the interim.
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The crowds Isaac Asimov can atfract is impressive. This is
a credit to him and an indication of how widely he is read.
Acsimov filled the Marriott ballroom with a crowd of over
1000, and gave some reaarks on what it is like to be a
science fiction writer, His remarks were spontaneous and
amusing, He appeared to be a healthy man in his 70s. He
is energetic and speaks in a conversational tone of voice,
punctuating his remarks with plenty of anecdotes. He had
the aura of being a hard worker, if sosevhat overvorked.
He is quite aodest about his achievesents and had praise
for other meabers of his genve.

According to Asimov, when pecple interviev hie or find out
that he is a writer they're alvays interested in th
quantity of his output and Asimov has some wry comments
since he is a notably prolific writer. He said that people
always manage to ask how sany books he's written even
before asking if any of thea are any good.

When eeeting new people Asimov tends to be sodest and not
dwell on the fact that he is 2 writer, but some people want
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to know vhat he does and will pursue the subject. One leaving thea for the reader’s aind to fill in.

gentleman of his acquaintance has a son vho wrote tuo
books on sports.  After some inquiries the guy found out Asimov has a sense of humor ahout himsell, He is the only
that Asimov had written over 300 books. The next question writer to have done a commissioned work for th New VYork
this guy came up vith was, "Were any of thes on sports?® Times magazine. When he submitted the story he expected a
tall for rewriters, which he vas unwilling to do. Instead,
In Asimov's early career he vas a pulp writer. He the Times loved the piece, so Asimov never got the
stressed that pulp writing had two characteristicst high satisfaction of telling off the Tiges.
output in word count, and low pay. Asimov developed the
habit of writing a piece once and not rewriting, in order Asimov had a number of things to say about publishers,
to keep his productivity high. His pulp pieces were First of all, "You have to understand they're crass,
rosgissioned by the word and written to a deadline. He they're interested in soney." At first he had to write for
developed a reputation with publishers for reliability and pulps at low pay, so Yo make a living he was prelific,
reasonable quality. Asisov coincidentally developed a hctually, Asimov began 25 a professor, and later progressed
reputation with his readers for good science, good quality to the point where he was making more money by writing.
and good storytelling. Modeskly, Asimov did not dwell on
this point, although he accepted the adeiration of two Asimov was asked to write a sequel to his Foundation
female fans, one on each ars, when he left the hall, Trilogy 20 years after its first publication. In the vords
of oene of his critics, “nothing happens® in an Asimov
Asigov 15 somevhal unusual in that he is also a well- story.  "Hothing happens® seans that no one gets 'killed,
regarded mainstreas writer and science writer. The job raped or blows up the galaxy. WHen Isaac re-read the
that gave him his start was a biochemistry texthook. Foundation 3eries he commenied, “You know, thal quy was
Asimov -vas asked- by, a colleague %o- write a biochew~— —righty -Hothing~happemss® Asiwoviwprose-esploys dialog
textbook .and’ didn't know whether he could do it. He was heavily, and what the people say is interestng,  Asicov
qualified in the subject matter bui didn't know if he went to the publisher and said he couldn’t write a sequel.
could handle the writing. He agonized over the decision The publisher took the time and explained it very nicely.
and talked to a psychiatrist friend of his. Her advice He caid get out of here, go home and write!
vas to do it: "You never know what you cam or canmol do
until you do it.* After this sental turning-point Asimov When events such as the Voyager Neptune fly-by occur,
launched into mainstreae writing and vas in desand, Asimov is called upon to give press statesents. He enjoys

doing the statesenis, but his phone never stops ringing.
Throughout his career while his scorecard of novels,

textbooks, coamentaries and other full-length works has Acimov states that only people over B3 years old understand
cliged into the hundreds, Asimov has cose into contact the Great Depression.  To him it was the greatest disaster
with other writers. GSome have envied his productivity and in human history net invelving war or plague. It left hia
fried to duplicate his prolificity. And some have coze to with a deep sense of insecurity. His family owned a candy
the conclusion hat Asieov is not normal but exceptional. store and he vorked 16 hours a day, 7 days a week, except
hsigov commented that he wishes he could write o5 well as for school, It was impressed on Asimov that this was a
soae of the other sf authors! As a fan of sf I find that normal work woek, & habil ke maintains to this day. He
some of ay favorite are prolific writers. It is good to feels insecure when he is not working. He said, “Hentally
find an author with a volume of interesting work., When e still ippriscred in that candy store.” Even though he
looked at from a literary point of view Asipov doesn’t has written eany hundreds of books he still feels he has
sees brilliant yet it is hard to put one of his novels meny books yeb fo write.  He sayd that his dying thought
down. I think this is because he gets the job done. He will ke, ®Only six hundred?®

tells a story and develops his line of conjecture.
Fe locked back on a long career and life with a sense of

Asimov commented that the literary guality of science accopplisheent.  He projects a sense of self-satisfaction,
fiction has improved over the years, a3 fact he is glad to pixed perhags with a little bit of resignation. Asimov's
have witnessed, Given the duration of his career, he writing has brought many people into science fiction and
should know. He felt more good writers were entering has advanced sf. Asimov is a person fo whoa fame geans
science - fiction -due to the difficully of entering-~ ~ ~-less than telling a goot-story; and perhaps contributing to
professional writing in other fields and due to the the advancement of science fiction. 1 found Asisov's vast
increasing "legitimacy® of science fiction. He said that lifetire inspirational and instructional, Many of these
the current crop of sf is the best which has ever been experiences were gotten by hard vork during Asimov's early
produced.  Asimov siressed that he does not insult his period. The best suamary of the mood of the speech was his

readers. He omits connective passages in his books, oen words, "I am prowd to be a credit to science fiction.®



Resnick at Noreascon 3

MIHERESNICHS COMPLETE N3 MRS

{{Many pros tock their furn in the spotlight.at the
Noreascon 3 Sunday brunch telling what science fiction has
seant to their lives. Mike and Carel Resnicik's first
Worldcon was Discon-in 1963.  Hike's account of the con
vith its ieplied cosparizons fo Worldcons of today was
asong the most interesting segments -- and I vas surprised
..‘to hear he'd have said even more if he'd been able to read
his notes with the spotlight in his face. MHike Resnick
has consented to have his cosplete text printed in File
770. 1)

flur -first convention was the 1963 Morldcon in Mashinglon,
D.C. -- Discon 1 -- and I car remember if as if it wvere
yesterday. 1 vas 21, Carol vas 20, and six months earlier
ve hadn't even known that fandoe existed.

The total  attendance vas about 400. Rooas were 48 a
night. The banquet $3 (and everyone vas furious about
ity -

A Frazetta cover painting sotd for $70, the highest price
of” the auction, and  people doubted it —vould—ever—be

equalled.. (1 think the same paxntlng sold 20 years later
for something like $15,000.) .

Everyone agreed that thxngs vere iooking up for the field.
Some of the better writers could even forsee the day, not-
far off, when they could sake almost $7,500 4 year froa
their science fiction -~ provided that Beb Sllverberg would
stop selling 30 stories a month.

There were no regional parties, because there were only 3
regional cons in the vhole world, and- they didn't have to
compete for custosers.

There were no @mail ballots for site seleciion. You dragged
yourself out of bed on Sunday morning, listened as various
pros told you which city had better restaurants and various
fans told you which city had better bookstores, and then
you voed, N

The nightly entertainsent was provided hy fubure worldcon
bidders, each of whoa reserved one evening to sponsor a
bheer blast for the entire convention. The costuse bhall

was aceostuse~ball, cosplete with a dance band.



Noreascon 3: Encore!

There was a special interest group that constituted almost
201 of the aesbership -- and no, it wasn't the Trekkies.
It was the Burroughs Bibliophiles, all of vhom vore suits
and ties (as did almost everyone else.)

The Hyborean Legion spent most of its aeeting debating
vhether there vould ever be encugh interest in Robert E.
Howard to get at least a couple of the Copan books
reprinted in paperback.

Femmefans vere outnusbered alsost 10-to-1, fesale authors
by an even wvider margin.

The huckster rooa sold books and magazines. Period,

fans vho actually read science fiction outnushered those
who didn’t.

The convention wound up with a play, written and perforaed
by the pros, just the vay sumeer camp used to end up vith
a play put on by the counselors.

There vas no social schise between fans and preos. Hell,
gost of the pros had been fans...and an awful lot of the
fans were on the road to becosing pros. There wvas an
alaost fangible sense of coseunity among the aembers of
the convention.

I was the greenest of neofans, and fully expected to he
ignored by everyone, but before I had been there for two

—————

_________

in the history of science fiction.

Jack Chalker, who was only 19, and I, who at 21 should
have known better, both remarked at a party that we
planned someday to make a living wriling sf -~ apd I was
asazed that not a single person scoffed at the notion, and
indeed everyone seemed to encourage it...the very first

vords of encouragesent I had ever heard except from Carol.

Stan Vinsgp, an old-time Ohio fan vhom I had known only
through correspondence, bought me a hook that he knev |
vanted and couldn't afford, and for the next 15 years
refused to let ae reisburse his.
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pro party.

The N3f sade sure 1 vent hoae loaded down with half a
hundred fanzines,
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John Campbel} sat ee down in a corner and explained what

Ed Wood sat ase down in another corner and explained why
good science was far sore important than good writing.

Then fritz Leiber caee over and gently explained why I
shouldn't necessarily believe everything Ed Hood told ae.

Suite and insisted that ve think of it as hoke.

We even met the Chicago fan group who, unbeknownst to us,
had been meeting regularly acorss the street fre our
apartaent for years.

If there was an unfriendly fan or pro there we never get
him.

That was the main impression we carried avay froa Biscon [t
the feeling that we had found ourselves among friends we
had had all our lives but simply hadn't met until then.

Things have changed over the years. HNowadays when [ cose
to the worldcon it’s at least as much for business as for
pleasure -- but that vonderful feeling of community remains
unchanged.

There is an old saying that you can choose your friends but
you can't choose your fasily. To vhich I reply: Bunk!

We chose our family 26 years age and we've been coming back
to its annual reunion ever since.
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NEW MEDIA ATTENTION FOR WORLDCON: True to its image as a
lightning-rod for interests of the Yuppie Generation, USA
Today's Life section used the Werldecon as its Cover Story

on Hednesday, August 30, Mriter Trish Wells interviewed
£.J. Cherryh, Charlie Brown and Patrick Nielsen-Hayden: you
can’t get any eore authoritative than that, can you?

BRIPE $ESSIONMEDIA

BANNED IN BOSTON: by framcis Hapit

I've been a seaber of Fandom about half as long as ['ve
been a journalist. In fact, it vas a desire {o do an
article on fandom that led ae to attend my first science
fiction convention ten years ago. The paper I was working
for folded aboul the time of the dead dog party, but the

article was done eventually.

Over the last decade I've been to 60 conventions,
including 5 Worldcons and a NASFiC. Those I usually go fo
as Press, not as a fan,

For a number of years I've also attended more sundane
events. A good part of my journalisa when I lived in
Chitago involved reportage on trade shows and conferences.
In outward form, the Design Engineering Show, the
Imternational Machine Tool Show, or the Consumer
Electronics Show are little different from a Worldcon.

This is by way of stating that i know my way around a
press voom, Like every freelancer, 1 have vorked the
other side of the street. I did se at the Worldcon in
1984 and 1986, helping out by escorting less knowledgeable
reporters and assisting them in getting the proper story.

The Worldcon in Boston, or at least the coamittee thereof,
vas determsined to prevent press coverage of the event in
any way they could. This vas allegedly because of an
incident at Boskone some years before. A reporter for
some local teenage rag had described the con as a good
place to get laid and drink vhile underaged (ah, youth!}
The resulting near-riot conditions and subsequent problems
vith the hotel and police should have heen blased on poor

security, not the press.

Representatives of MNoreascon 3 whoe I encountered at
various cons answered sy queries about press passes with
the curious assertion that I should buy a nembership,
citing the above instance as justification, and assuring se
that this was the policy at Boskones. 1f I purchased the
meabership, then ay fee would be refunded when I sent in a
copy of ay coverage.

Outrageous. Absolutely outrageous'!!
Journalise is a profession. It has a canon of ethics that

does not permit a reporter to be pdid by the subject of the
article for doing the article and getting it published in a

- publication when that publication has made the assignaent

and is paying for the article. To do so is the most
blatant possible conflict of interest. That same code

-frowns on being a participant in the event covered,

although  exceptions are made when that participation
enhances ones ability to report th story. Either vay, the
reporter is vorking, and is pot expected to pay to be able
to do the work.

When 1 made these points (admittedly, in a vociferous and,
alas, even inteaperate manner -- I was really pissed!), 1
was told that reporters in the East liked the arrangesent
because they could claim the sembership as an expense and
then keep the refund.

Great! You want me to be an embezzler as well!

Requests for the name of the person in charge of Press

)
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felations were met with either a blank stare of 2 vague
assertion that I should write to the concos’s post office
box. I vas pot even given the courtesy of information on
the convention hotels, on the grounds I that I was not
entitled to know this because I was nol a sember of the
cenvention,

Well, any rveporter knows how to get information, and
eventually I got Richard Brandt’s telephone number. 1 had
been told that he had been given the task of "handling the
press® by the concos. His response was  totally
professional. He asked only that I send him a letter from
my editor at the Los Angeles Daily MNews verifying the
assigneenta for my associate, Leigh Strother-Vien, and
gyself. This was done. MWe made reservations for the
Hyatt Cambridge, which was not a convention hotel.

Because of @y other job we did not arrive until Friday
morning, when we found Brandf, Chris Rarkley and the rest
of the press staff had not been able to get press bagdes
made ahead of time because the concos had decreed that all
press would go through the normal registration process.
{That eight sees like a reasonable procedure, but it
nearly made one television crev aiss their deadline,
Brandt  had to handle the asatter  personally.)
Dissatisfaction and lower morale among the press room
staff were the result, since the concom seemed deterained
to frustrate coverage. There was a panel on the matter
that I ae told turned into a bitch session. I was
elsewhere. I had offered to be on the panel, had been
told it was full, and had a commitment to assist jan
howard finder with the SFWA charity auction.

Many of the local fans seemed to feel that the policy was
entirely reasonable, citing (ad ipfinitus, adiedium) the
unhappy experience of Boskene years before. In addition,
some accused reporters of freeloading: signing up for
press passes that resulted in ne stories,

Well, that happens. In fact it happens all the {fime.
Reporters are not usually editors. (SF semiprozines are
an exception to this...but I think the tera itself fells
you why. Semipro, as in less than...) FReporters cannot
guarantee when, why, how or even if a particular piece
will run. Those are decisions pade by editors. It is the
same for television, except that if someune sends cut a
five-person crew, there have to be coapelling reasons not
to use the piece -- breaking news of national or
international import for instance.

Nov 1 suppose that the folks who run Boskone may do as
they please ahout that. It is their own convention and
they have the right to be as bullheaded, ignorant and
foolish as they want to be. A Morldcon is a different
matter, since it encompasses all of Fandom, is the site of
the annual business meeting for GSFWA and other pro
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associations, and includes the Hugos: the eajor awards for
our literary form. It is truly a global event and receives
glebal attention.

In 1984 the press room at Horldcon handled 135 different
media organizations with about 300 representatives. In
198t Atlanta handled about 125 organizations. The range
cut across the entire spectrum of journalism. No one has
shown up from Field and Siream yet, but the range is

1gpressive  and includes the top news organizations in the
world.

At Boston, by their total non-cooperation and hostility,
they managed to hold the rampaging hoard to less than 80,
The list included the New York Times, Variety, the London

Daily Telegraph, Good Morning America, The Econcaeist, ABC

____________

Radio, USA Yoday Television, Publisher's Weekly, PC Herld,
the Boston Herald, the Christian Science Menitor, and ay

own paper, the Los Angeles Daily News.

One of the objections to press coverage of science fiction
convention ({one I share, I amight add) is the emphasis on
the silly and superficial. [ call it "Look at all the
funny people” journalism, and find it as abhorrant and
disgusting as you do. This kind of snide coverage is
something we can well do without both as fans and
journalists, However, it is all you can expect if you make
no effort to educate the press, and yes, manage the
COVET age.

That is the proper function of a press room; to sake the
reporfer’s job easier. God (or Goddess, if you prefer)
knows that Richard Brandt tried. Press kits were preapred
and credentials asked for and escorts vere provided when
requested.  However, the official hostility to the press
probably resulted in seme negative images being generated.

When Fred Harris, with the able assistance of Karen
Boehler, ran the press room in Los Angeles at the 1984
Worldcon, there were releases generated on every aspect of
the events, Fact shests were provided. (Ne honest
reporter will run a press release verbatim, but we do rely
upon them for such essential details as the correct
spelling of names, dates, titles and se on.)

Fred and Karen also made sure that plepty of typewriters
and telephones were available, that volunteer aides were
present o assist reporters in cosprehending what they saw.
(Time is of the escence for a reporter on deadline.
Explanations are welcome, usable guotes moreson.)

Fred also made sure that coffee, tea, soft drinks and
various kinds of foed were also provided. A hungry
reporter is an unhappy reporter. Coverage suffers thereby.
The roog itself was of a generous size, not the closet
provided in Boston.
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The press room is also supposed to provide the press
controlled access to the pros, making appointments for
interviews, Some authors are better than others at this,
but  all realize the 'absolute importance of giving
intervievs. It is a symbiotic relationship: they need
the publicity, we need the story. Among the authors I
have interviewed at or in onnection with conventions are
Robert Adams, Steve Barmes, Larry Niven, David Brin and
C.J. Cherryh. I don’t think any of thes considered it an
ordeal. We had fun. Host reporters are positive people.
They want the truth of a matter and will consider all of
the information presented. The New York Times piece on
the vecent Worldcon is a case in peint: a model for the
kind of coverage we do not want; coverage that occurved
despite the parancid policies of the concom.

"Look at all the funny people" journalisa will continue to
prevail as long as Fandom is hostile and elitist. You set
yourself wup for such coverage by not providing the
necessary information. The fact that people abuse the
press privilege is irrelevant -- Noreascon’s policy was
designed to throw the baby nut with the bathwater. The
press are vwho they say they are. No one issues press
cards anymore and no one cam ethically guarantee the
coverage you want or kill the coverage you don’t want.
That’s part of the cost asscciated with living in a free
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virtually always held at a local McDonalds -- which this
year locked deceptively like the Burger King a block from
the Hynes Auditorium -- there could be no more appropriate
Hogu guest than the author of "Hhy I Left Harry's All-
Hight Hamburger Stand.® Guest of Honor Lawrence Hatt-
Evans said, "This praves I finally made it. I wasn't sure
-- last year I won one of those joke awards...." fGiving
the importance of literature its proper perspective, Watt-
Evans noted that Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings has sold 11
sillion copies, “Which is about one-quarter of the people
vho vatched every episede of Hy Hother The Car.®

Such dignitaries as Julie Evans, Martha Soukup, Brian
Burley and Toe Galloway listened fo Elst Weinstein explain
the Hogu selection procedure. Said Elst, “The voting
system has changed over the years.® Yes, we used fo count
them. Somebody shouted, "Don't worry -- I'm froe Brooklyn
-- 1 have plenty of postal money orders!”

Too bad, actually: this was a sirictly cash operation. 1

was a bit self-conscious sitting in the Boylston GSireet

Burger King while someone ran through the aisle vaving a

November 1989
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doliar bill and shouting, "Dianetics! Dianetics!™ With 60
pecple on  hand there were tidal waves on a sea of green

making sure 2 broad spectruam of favorites (or whatever the ;

right antonys is) won. Elst made one small exceplion to the
tash only rule: he accepted an Exxon credit card -- cut in
half -- as worth $5 voling credit in a category where the
oll coapany was nominated.

There was 2 comacticn when Elvis made an appearance at the
Hogus: it seems some local college group had picked the
same hamburger joint at the same time and was conducting
some meeting of their own when Elvis passed by to tell thes
hella, It was propptly dubbed the Best Hoax Appearance at
a Hogu Ranquet. ...And the other winners are:

BEST BLOCK VOTE: Hogu Committee Blockkeads

- THE DEROACH AWARD: John Guidry III
_THE ARISTOTLE AWARD: Leona Helasley

BEST NEW FEUD: Hugo Committee vs. Hamilion b Beese

BEST TRAUMATIC PRESENTATION:  Exxon Productions' "0il
Buiet op the Western Front”

BEST RELIGIOUS HOAX: Jim Bakker

HEST HOAX AWARDS: The HUGD Awards

BEST TYPEFACE: Joker type face

BEST PROFESSIONAL HDAX: Dianetics

BEST FAN HOAX: Nolacon II

FANDGH'S BIGBEST TURKEY: Robert Sacks

WORST FANZINE - TITLE: Freeze-Dried Wombats Dun Et Hy
Settee

BEST DEAD WRITER: John Norean

BEST HOAX CONVENTION: Melacon II

BEST PSEUDONYM: Nesfadamus

DEVO AWARD: Mary Hasen

BEST HAS-BEEN: Ronald Reagan

RANGER AWARD: Andy Porter

CUISINART AWARD: "Btar Trek V®

HOST DESIRED GAFIATION: Robert Sacks

FREE FOR ALL: "Chains Required -- Whips Optional”

SPECIAL BAGELBASH AHARD: Drivers Against Mad Mothers

BEST NEW DISEASE: St. Walden's Dance (Rushdie Rush)

HOST BIZARRE HALL COSTUME: Elvis Alive!

MIXED MEDIA: Ellison's Gec Cosmercials

CLOSEST ENCOUNTER OF THE FOURTH KIND:  Rob Lowe and VYoung
Thing

SPACE GEEK OF THE YEAR AWARD: Dan Buayle

BEST JESSICAN RABBIT LOOK-ALIKE: Kees Van Toorn

REST HOAX BID: DC in '92

GTANDARD BLACKHOLE (vete for 4): Jim Bakker, Justin
Winston, John Guidry III, Vanna White

INVISIRILITY AWARD: NOLAcon Committee

INCOMPETENCE AWARD: Ed Koch

PUBLISHERS AWARD: Bridge Publications

GREED AWARD: DC Sheraton

HALF-ASSED CON OFFICIOUSNESS: Noreascon 3

BROWN HOLE AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONALISH:
Pete Rose
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Best of the West

SO AFTER YoU TAKE 1.

GASOLINE ENEMA, Ypu

DROF YOUuR. PANTS ONSTAGE.
L4

FUN

1 love Texas conventions anyway, bhut altending
Armadilliocon as fan GoH also permitied me to enjoy the
extracrdinary hospitality of Karen MHeschke and Fred
Duarte. They Collected me from fthe airport at the
unconscionable hour of sidnight, then still made it a
point to show me some of the city of Austin, treat se fo 2
wee-hours supper at Katz' Deli and check me into the
hotel. Then they drove off to run mgre aiddle-of-the-
night errands in preparation for the con.

Austin is an appealing contradiction. On the one hand the
city is capital of a huge and wealthy state; on the other
hand it's a small western city on the arid hillsides of a
sesquite-dotted alluvial plain. The Texas capitel glows
like 1its open all night. Glass office buildings hover
like terrestrial space stations over Hain-Street-
storefronts and old houses. Peinting o new developments
it's clear only the recent cil bust stifled the same
impulse that caused LA to choke ifself on stucco-acuntain
apartment buildings and claustrophobic mini-malls, but for
the moment Austin retains a subliminal feeling that there
is breathing roca.

Across Austin from the ailrport in a Wyndham  Hofel
Armadillocon gradually collected members throughout friday
afterncon. The vegistration staff included Judith Ward
who sat behind the table handing out red "pre® ribbons,
artfully folding them so the "NOLACON 1988" was invisible.
"Me got a good price on them,” she said as she deftly

MOON THE AUDIENCE, AND

THEN 2
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stapled one to my badge. Asked about my newfound status as
a "pro*, Judith replied, "I don't zay 'pro what'." Mhich
was rtight in line with her appointment as "Official FRude®
for Armadillocon., = Judith told each pro, "I'a the official
rude person -- 1f anyone's rude {o you, come see me because
they're doing my job.®

I sat near registration to talk o Judith and see pecple as
they arrived. Thai's how 1 met Casey Hamilton. She came
aver to greet Judith and catch her breath. Casey had
finished verbally clisbing all over Lew Shiner, the writer
Guest of Honor.  Casey also claimed a job description: "I
alvays give the Guests of Honor shit, That's how they know
they're human.” In fact, scmebody cosplisented Judith who
took off her hat and said, "My head's swelling up.® Cfasey
replied, "Then it's fime for ee to go to work.®

Casey, Pat Cadigan and I launched the Armadillocon program
on "My First Conventien.® Pat introduced Casey and
herself, saying, "Hi -- we're Casey Hamilton and Pat
Cadigan. We laugh too much, we drink too auch, we talk too
loud, we wear too much makeup, and you want to meet us,”
There were two firsi-timers in an audience otherwise
congested vith convention veterans, It seems that genuine
neofans don't know enough to find such a program in the
first hour of the convention, and that people who have been
going to cons for years are attend orientation panels in
order to velive their oviginal thrill at discovering cons.

Bill Parker will never lose the thrill of attending cons as
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along as he continues living out his attitude that he
likes to help -- literally -- anywhere he's needed. I
discovered the Houston techie crew leader checking badges
at the door to the Dealer's Room -- because that's where
he was needed. Parker was at the con between engagements
as an effects tech on the Rolling 5%ones world tour. In a
forthcoming issue I'11 publish a sidebar story about
STAFF, the Houston tech group that is making a valuable
contribution to conrunning.

Friday evening toastmaster Connie Willis presided over
Opening Ceremonies. Lew Shiner must have been bragging to
her a bit about his successes as last year's toastmaster
because Conpie devoted over 20 minutes to razzing him for
being "Lew Shiner, the funniest man in science fiction,”
quoting a virtual roll-call of his friends and colleagues
which mostly sounded like, "Lew? Funny?®

Fannish adaptations of TV game shows were a prominent part
of Armadillocon's prograsaing, Orn Friday night Ken
Keller hosted a science-fictional "Hame That Tune” replete
with buzzers and bells for the contestants. On Saturday
night Denpis Virzi hosted "Hin, Lose or Draw,” a game
vhere players convey a phrase or proper name by drawing
tlues. Virzi's clue, "Television: two words® elicited a
carrect guess without the player actually drawing a single
stroke -~ "Star Trek®, Hore typical of the game was the
atteapt to communicate the title "Silver Metal Lover® by
drawing 2 vampire targeted by a silver bullef. They
didn't get °Michael Yalentine Smith" at all.

Armadillocon’s fop-rated game show drew 130 fans on
Saturday afternoon to see Pat Cadigan host "Family Feud®.
The feuding fans were Scott Cupp, Ben Yalow and myself; if
I was envied at all as fan GoH, it was for having a spot
on cne of these teaes. The fouding pros were Connie
Willis (TH), Pat Lo Brutto (editor GoH) and Lew Shiner
(vriter GoH). Answers for the game, in  which players
attempt to predici the most popular responses to various
guestions in a science-fictional opinion survey, had coase
from the SMOF BBS and were quite eccentric, MHost bizarre
were the responses fo, "Hame a science fiction writer
whose last name is a 'C' word.” Cherryh and Clarke were
good gquesses, but how Willias Gibson made the list was a
gystery, and Connie Willis was still angry an hour later
to discover that while her quess, John Crowley, drew a
blank, Alastair Crowley made the list! HWhile neither feam
was especially successful at predicting such randos
ansvers, just the same our fan teas won by over 300
points.  MNear the end vhen Lew Shiner boldly exclaimed,
“He'll pull it cut yet'!"™ 1 answered, "Before you can pull
it out you have to stick it in'" (When you're up against
the funniest man in science fiction, you have to take your
shots where you find thes...)

The con was a great source of linos. Pat Cadigan says she

likes fantasy fans "But I wish they'd use the unicorn box.®
Retelling her early fannish exploifs, Judith Ward said, *I
found you were supposed to buy a pey trashcan to mix blog
in.” Running a con suite she also learned, “Gamers can
clear a $100 table in five minutes.” Casey Hamilton added,
"But you can smell thee cosing.” One evening by the pool a
bunch of us were drinking Coronas, talking about kids and
Christmas gifts and how the more complex the toy the more
likely it is that within three days the kid vill get bored
and start playing with the box it cage in. Dennis Virzi
said, ®I know that happened to me after the baby case.”
Pat Hueller promptly demonstrated alongside Dennis' head
how to make a bullwhip-cracking noise using a handy diaper.

Dennis  Virzi and Pat Hueller initiated me to the
southwestern aysteries of Chuy's, The road to the
restaurant passed the lachary Scoft Theater, where "Crimes
of the Heart" was on stage.  Pat asked, °Is that with
Angina Dickinson?”

Chuy's is a gaudy Tex-Mex dimer decorated in early
Demolition Derby with hubcaps, tailfins and auto lights.
With their baby, Frances, in Pat's arms I vaited tc see if
the same trick that got people seated so guickly at Legal
Seafood would jet us to the front of the line. Not really,
but it did get us a perch in the bar where patrons paid
rapt attention to a TV replaying highlights of a rare Texas
victory over Oklahoma. For dirner 1 enjoyed a plate of
fajitas and listened to Dennis pretend {o be frenzied with
interest about a female diner he could see in the next room
vho allegedly vas wearing black fishnet stockings and not
such else.

On Sunday Heward Waldrop's reading drew a standing-room
only crowd. The reading was promised o be the best
progras of the weekend and a silver-haired man sitting at
the end of sy row (probably Chad Oliver} told the woman
beside him, "I wouldn't give up a hamburger for just
anybody!®

When Waldrop entered the roce there was as much hooting and
applauding as when the Aggie cadets saw the first bugs in
Aliens. Howard blev the whele audience avay with his
absurdly funny parody of a slightly-alternate-timeline
modernist France during the years of the Dreyfus affair,
packed vith tvisted allusions f{o Proust, Picasso and Jarre,
plus the art and habits of late-13th-century Paris. At
times the wordplay was so incredibly right and funny we
would have given the man a standing ovation except that it
would have interrupted him reading!

When the convention closed up Sunday afterncon it was time
to shanghai any conveyance with wheels and peel out for the
County Line. Mo, we weren't leaving town with the sheriff
breathing down our neck, The County Line is a barbecue
place in the foothills outside of Austin that serves the



best barbecued beef ribs, brisket and sausage I've had in
years, Judith and Lynn Ward gave me a ride and ve were
among the first 20 or so to be seated.  (Scuttlebutt was
sopebody had called in "reservations for 40 of 50.7) You
can order the food country style -- which means each {fype
of meat comes on a single dish to be passed around, and
with 20 fans fthat was timed about righlt so a dish
completed ifs a circuit vhen you were ready for seconds,
Or fifths,

A lot of diners returned fo {he Wyndham fer a Dead Dog
party., Haiting in the lobby for the con suite to reopen
we passed around pages from a long printout Kurt Baty had
downloaded from a BES, full of hilaricus gaffes contained
in manuscripts acfually submitted to New York science
fiction publishers, There were rampant chuckles in the
fayer, proapting Greg Ketfer to ask whi was happening.
Debbie Hodgkinson told him, "We're suckers for the written
word...the poorly writlen word.” When the suite finally
opened next year's guest of honor, Pat Cadigan, toasted
the party, "Fasten your seat belts, boys, it's going fo be
a bumpy vide.”

How prophetic. Monday morning I was up before dawn with
the airline crews to catch a cab to the airport. The
cabbie’s attire made me wonder if Zopker Harris has
started selling a line of senswear, and the upholstery
saelled like it had been vescued from a burning rope
factory. As all are cabbies he was full of information.
Learning I had just come from & science fiction convention
he told me that L. Fon Hubbard was practically his
favorite writer, and did I know that Hubbard had been Bob
Heinlein's roommate at college? 1 said that wasn'i true,
Heinlein had atiended Annapolis, and so had to leave
Austin without further benefit of his stock of little-
known~facts about great SF writers,
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CONFESSIONS Of A NEOLIZARD: HESTERCON 42 REPORT BY C.S.F.

Okay, so I can'f call myself a neofan anymore., I guess
sopeone  who knows the word is foo experienced to be a
neofan in the first place. But it was amy first Westercen.
I can only offer my first-hand viewpoint.

At Concsaurus, the volunieers were called Lizards. The
convention staff had actual dinosaur-print shirts, and the
volunteers received dinesaur-print sashes (while they
lasted). After the sash supply dried uwp (or, after
extinction?)  late-coming volunteers had to scrabble for
pieces forn off somebody else's sash, My "piece of the

con® was cuf off somebody else’s half.

S0, we were little lizards and the stafiers (in the shiris)
were Big Lizards. &nd  operations +  Volunteers
Headguariers, I'd  hear called  either "Lizard
Headquarters®™ or "Lizard Lounge.” I asked for a velunteer
assignment and they said go up and report to the Con Suife.
I went to the Con Suite stock room, was handed a box  of
fruit juice cans and told, "Take these to the Lizard
Lounge.” HWell, I knew where that was -- I'd just come from
there.

"You ordered some fruit juice?" No, they hadn't, actually.
"But 1's suppozed to bring this fo the Lizard Lounge.®
Well, the real bLizard Lounge was the hospitality suite
reserved for volunteers. (Wow, we get our own suiie?) And
-- it was on the same floor as fhe Con Suife, the sacking
Lon Suite, and the Con Suite stock room.  Back up the
tower...

Volunteering was a lof of fun. Knowing the bare ainisua
about the con, I got to help man the informaticn desk (I
yas the one with a dinosaur on my headd. I did several
gids-and-ends jobs some of which stick in memory as I write
two months later...

I helped set up the Masquerade; my principal activity
helping was to act as door guard o keep out anyone whe
didn’t have a Masquerade-staff badge. A surprising nusber
of peaple had convincing reasons to be let in anyway. He
also gave handicapped fans (they had a badge vith a
vheelchair-riding lizard op it) special treatment. Deaf
people got to sit near the announcer, heart conditions got
a seat by the aisle, the blind were invited to go hackstage
and feel the maferials.

Being a wvolunteer 1 got to sit in the special Lizard
Cheering Section, on the righthand side, It was a good
seat, better than 1 would have found on my own -- 1
wouldn't have been waiting in lipe long enough, I've
determined, though, that one of the best seats you can get
is by being a catcher. You wear a black shirt, preferably
black pants, and sit right up front at the edge of the
stage. You tell the masquers if they're too ciese to the
edge, and if necessary catch them if they fall off. Easy
work, great view if a liti{le skewed from the angle.

Another great angle is to bring a camera and participate in
the masguerade phote session,  They bring the costumers in
one by cne. Funny, though -- "Killer Gueen” (I still don't
know how she kept those spiders on -- pasties? glue? rubber
cement?  velcro?) locked a lot more alluring on stage than
che did standing still under the harsh light. 1 guess it
goes to show thal masquerade presentation is an art, aleng
with good photography.
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I schiepped ice and dry ice upstairs AND down. 1 was one
of the lizards whe brough the 1ce/dry ice from the loading
dock up to the ice-storage room, and I alse delivered over
half of the ice to the various parties in the {ouers,
{Memc to party-rumners: if you order ice, fry to be on
hand in the room to accept it when it's delivered! When I
have io traipse down one tower, across the hotel, up to
the other tower, then back down again, dripping all the
way, it wmakes for a soggy operation.) I alse helped
deliver the dry ice to the lce Cream Social, where I stuck
around to scoop cut ice cream. I was the one dishing out
too-seall portions at first,  Sorry about that. I tried
te give exira service to authors I recognized from my
tookshelves, though... Our ice cream station was the one
. that stayed open to the last.

Our editor’s conreport left out cne of the highlights of
the night of the Ice Creas Secial: Roger Rabbit was
playing in the other half of the ballroom. This meant I
wmissed seeing RR for the second time: 1 hope to rectify
that coae Loscon, Apparently part of the deal with Disney
(re: RR) was that the concom couldn't advertise Roger
Rabhit, so all the signs just said ‘"Feature Movie

Presentation.” Word sure got around, though...

Then the dance -- 1 helped set up, and then put up little
signs with arrows pointing ballrocavard asking “"Ever
danced with a dinosaur in the pale moonlight?® The
convention, being dinosaur-theaed, had several inflatable
'saurs on the dance floor. I saw two of thens
participating in 3 conga line, and there was a menage-a-
trois of thunder lizards on the sidelines. I got to
stand guard behind the DI to keep pecple from bumping the
turntable. I also took "suggestions® (no °reguests” as
such) and relayed vital imporiant messages. That's why we
had that barricade of chairs back there.

During the evening, I slipped up to the Con Suite o grab
a soda, -.I discovered a young lady (which I guess means
any female younger than ae) apparently not having a gocd
time at all -- she looked very distressed. I overheard
her mentioning her home city (which was just a few ailes
from the convention) and sidled up next to her. I asked
if there was anything a fellow Orange Countian could do
for her and pointed out that there were several exits if
she wanted to make an inconspicuous departure. 5o ocut the
side rooa, pause for her to have a brief breakdown, and
down fo the dance we went. Ghe cheered up, we danced a
" few dances, and then she asked if I was married. Being
honest (and I always wear ay ring) I adaitted so,- and she
disappeared not long after...

I enjoy dances, despite ay imability fo dance. Sadly, the
Westercon dance made me appreciate how good a DJ Steve
Barnes (at Loscon) is.  Nobody coaplained when they shut
down the Westercon dance. 1 resember last year’s Loscon,

What Has The Question?
when Hilton managesent shut down the dance early fhere vas
puch lamentation. Wemo to Vancouver: Have you got somebody
good lined up? And if you do, make sure he has a copy of
the hotel contact when he's doing the job.

Somehow during the dance I managed to fwist ay ankle,
sending me in writhing pain (but only when I tried to use
that foot.) I reported to Lizard HB fo see if there was
anything a limping lizard could do, and they net only
released ame from duties but they even loaned me a
wheelchair. Unexpected, but I was grateful.

Other highlights: the movie rooa was well-run, although I
didn't get to see as many of the "must-see” items on my
list. 1 did finally see The Birds and A Funny Thing
Happened on the Hay to the Forus for the first tise. 1
caught the tail-end of an educational-film spoof about
"Gravity" ("There’s a gravity shortage...”) I saw a fev of
the fannish legends panels, including the editor’s; the
fannish panels seemed to be different installaents of the
same idea, i.e., get a bunch of con veterans together and
let thes tell tories. Sounds okay by me. 1'd been
following The Shaft’s adventures here in F770 but hadn’t
heard all the details.

The fan guests of honor, Hlavaty and Bosky, were a delight
-- I crashed their party, didn't say such, brought ay own
drink, sat arcund and listened, enjoyed ayself very such.
At one point, they were trying a few rounds of “cam-you-
top-this-disgusting-joke”...such as the one about the lazy
camel, and the one about the incorrigible grade school
student.

John Varley was pro guest of honor. 1 enjoyed his speech,
but by sitting in the back I didn'f get fo see all of his
visual aids, such as the Weasel Avard {awarded by Varley to
exceptional concoms for GoH coddling).  The Weasel Award
looks different every time because requiresents call for it
to be cheap, touristy, and preferably for sale in the hotel
gift shop. Being held in Anaheim this year, the Heasel vas
a HWickey Mouse souvenir., Varley explained why he decided
te. start giving away avards. It seemas it started in
Australia. He was a GoH at the national convention down
under and was admiring theivr Hugo-equivalent [Ditmar]. He
was very surprised when they presented him with an award
locking Just like it (only without the °®Best Australian
Hovel"-type designation.)

It’s a chame Varley couldn't see the Ace Hardware store in
frange while he was here -- all suseer their signboard
proclaimed "We Have Weasels.®

JOHN HERTZ' WESTERCON NOTEBODK: Westercomn 42 was ssocth
and rich as Scottish eggnog.... Lex Nakashima, the current
inexplicably talented master of strangeness to enchant Los
#ngeles, had filled everyone's sinds with dinosaurs and was
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billed in con publications as “Chairosaurus Lex" and “the
Brain in the Tail", He made 42 matching dinosaur trophies
for the con to think up uses for. The Art Show judges
threatened te give them an avard but were relieved by the
discovery that while the trophies sat in the 4&rt Show,
they were not entered.

John Varley in the Pro GoH speech explained a new
Philanthropic Order of Professional Guests of Homor, or
POPGOH, and gave its new avard, the Heasel. Hike Glyer
accepted for the concom,

Prowling the Art Show with Kelly Freas put new lenses over
my  eyes. "ghat do you scee? I kept asking hinm,
fascinated. “Look al the modeling of that face,” he said,
pointing to a Betsy Mott. “Look at Richard Bober's
freedom with oils, the ease of his detail. Man!  what
technique.” Don Simpson's masterly Puppeteer Skeletsn won
the judges' Best GSF award, There was less trite and
derivative work and more new art media. Mary Jane sold
her fabric picture Jupiter and Io. I struggled te focus
on the weakness of bad Art Show pieces.  "It's inability
to handle the pediua chosen rather than using a amediua
they tan handle," Kelly said. He called it self-
expression at the expense of the viewer, the reverse of
bad commercial art. Good art is tuned better,

The Fanzine Lounge, an increasingly usual feaure of larger
cons, is still, as Professor Harry Kalven would say,
vorking \itself pure. 'We knov it isn't the "fan room";
every room in ‘e com is @ fan room. We put in a display of
historic fanzines} and/a supply of current ones for sale
(trade is too complicated), Showing current Hugo nominees
and GOH pubs and contvibs is a good idea, as Westercon 42
did. I like refreshaents and hanging-around space to
encourage people interested in fanzines to congregate.
Bruce Pelz steadily manned the Lounge, comforted by the
thance ta get some sorting done. Heverages were brought
to hia.

Robbie Cantor did start the Hasquerade on time, fandoa's
own ¢ross between kabuki and Litfle Theater, but she erred
in the vay most of the concom did not, and costume fans
groaned, Backstage was confused, judging tock iriple
time, and Kees Van Toorn [who, in an excellent gesture,
stepped in as Haster of Ceremonies when Rick Foss' woice
failed} never an ML before, and uninstructed, often
floundered. At halftime a filksinger vho might have been
fun to hear in the lobby at 3 a.m. grev almost unbearable
as she stretched into her fortieth minute; “Drivel!" she
sang, helplessly self-referential.

The costuees were good,  Jennifer Tifft wore & splendid
headdress of stars and stalks (Master class; Honorable
Hention for Workmanship, headdress design), Shawn
Marshall made a fixer-upper "D-27 Scratch and Dent Droid®
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with a sound track like a year 2018 pitchean (Best
Original, Journeyman class; Workmanship award for Fiberglas.
and electrical). Rob Davis was a nicely accurate Dr.
Strange (Best Re-Creation, MNovice class), and there was a
Sanders fuzzy-animal fanfasy of the four lead characters
from Yanadu (Best Re-Creation, MWaster class). Andy Heal's
aoemy-deadest "Armando Creeper and Mother® nearly stole the
show with Heal cross-dressed as the mother, carrying a
loathsome doll Iike a ventriloquist’s dusmy that was all
too plainly in charge (RBest Original, Novice class;
Honorable fention for Workeanship, makeup and props).

"Borothy's FReturn to Hollywood®, celebrating the 50th
expecting pathetic dullness and then sprang laughter (Most
Humorous, Master class; HWorkmanship ward for accuracy).
Janet and Gary Anderson took Best of Show with ®In the
Courts of Chaos" (Master class; Workmanship award for use
of fabric and jewels), Even though one of Bary’s ferocious
special effects failed, the blend of majesty and decadence,
the carefully distinguished movement of the two characters
-= and Janet’s fingerpails -- struck the sense of wonder.

To me a Dealer’s Room holds verbal and non-verbal ware,
books and gadgets. Half a dozen dealers told ae they sav a
better proportion at ®'con 42,  Haybe we're settling back
into balance. Marty Massoglia, as uswal, grubled (but
fiecrgette Heyer is still his best-selling author)., The
Green Room was stocked with real food, & blessing to
panelists struggling against both hunger and time; it even
had Guinness,

I got into a lon whither-SF discussion with Art Hidner, vho
ought {o know. I suggested a panel title "Why Is
Everything So Dark?" Here we are with PC's, aicrowave
ovens, and cheap photocopies.  The world is still full of
jerks, but we act like it had gone to the dogs. We try fo
make Batman realistic by painting him in  anguish.
(Realistic!?)  MWhy are we sorrier now than when we had
legal segregation and Nazis choked the sea? Art thought SF
was under a fatlure of nerve, He distrusted the great
organic turn away from science and the supposedly mature
withdrawal fros optimise. HWhy are we, concurrently with
this trend, so taken with sedieval lords and ladies? Mill
I ever vwrite about it for a fanzine?

Regency dancing dvew about 150, not bad considering it had
to be scheduled for the night before the con opened.
Science and art, 1 hasten to add, were on good terms in
1800.  About a third were in period dress; there vere a
few, but not enough, hall costumes, which I think aluays
add zest to this madness. Alan Winston led a secoend
installaent Monday night. By then the Costumers Suild had
held a smashingly successful Romance of the Desert party
with belly dancers and drumeers and Arabian finery
overflowing into the halls, so I borrowed sheikh’s robes in
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the interest and Anglo-Arab relations. Fan GoH's
Bernadette Bosky and Arthur Hlavaty were there.
Bernadette, a student of the previous century, knew the

Regency meaning of “bosky® and tried to help me convigce
Arthur that Regency dances were like football plays.

I moderated one panel and sat on twoe -- Harlan Ellison did
eight. Don Fitch said in APA-L he was shocked to learn
Harlan's chronological age, since in vitality and energy
Harlan is at least 20 year younger.

In a picture hat and 2 fake finishing-school voice Harlan
Joined Elizabeth Berrian to make a panel for Vanessa
Schnataeier's {famous “"Fannish Ask Ms.,  Manners.® He
harangued the audience on hov bad their manners are.
“fost of you don't read; for the rest, human speech is not
your natural tongue.® Near despair I handed up the
question, Can any of you recall an instance of
particularly 600D fannish sanners? Harlan did think of
one, a gesture of hospitality at the con itself which had
pleased him, but in a mipute he vas off again. The notion
of good emanners as the art of rescuing people from
needlese unpleasantness or warding it away, of prosaic
~acts " of compassion -- indeed a form of art -- vas not in
his amind. [ vonder what he vould make of Freddy Standen
'in Heyer's Cotillion. On another panel, while throwing
cracks into the audience he twice insulted the wife of one
of his friends, vhom I happened fo be next to. Bernard
Shaw wrote of Frank Harris, "The truth is that Frank was
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an exceedingly sensitive man, who reacted with violence not
only to facts, but to any sort of gossip that stirred up
his alvays seething susceptibility to scornful indignation.
I think I know pretty well all the grievances his
detractors had against his; but if I had to write his
epitaph it should run, 'Here lies a man who hated cruelty
and injustice and bad art, and never spared thes in his own
interest,"

CENE Quebec subscriber
Steve Gold told me a whale of a tale at Noreascon 3. His
copy of File 770480 arrived weeks late and when it did, it
vas stapled inside a plastic envelope with the folloving
letter from a United States Postal Service Postal Inspecter
in Pasadena, CA: "Dear Postal Customer: Please find the
enclosed mail which was recovered and held as evidence in a
trininal matter. This mail matier is no longer required
for  investigative purposes. We are sorry for  any
inconvenience this may have caused. For your inforaation a
suspect was apprehended relative to this crise.,® Up til
now the only crime File 770 has been connected with is the
cold-blooded murder of the English language’
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