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2 The Colophon

FILE 770:86, is edited by Mike Glyer at 3828 Woodman Ave,
$2, Van Nuys CA 91401, See belov for an explanation of
the increased subscription rater 5 for US $8 mailed first
class in North Aserica, or printed satter rate overseas.
Air printed matter rate deliver is available for US $2 per
copy. Others aay get it for arranged trades (primarily
with other neys or clubzines), and any sessages yeu leave
on ay answering machine that den’t end "...but of course,

you never return phone calls.” The nuaber here is (818)
787-3061. CoapuServe I1D# 72537,1334,
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THE

TALES FROM THE DARKSIDE OF FILE 770: On March 28 I valked

out of my Tuesday night accounting class and amy 1986
Nissan Sentra was gone.

The thieves rode around in it for a couple of days, then
abandoned it to be found three weeks later near the
college in a neighborhood my father and [ had searched
vithout results the first day after the theft.

Although the loss vas insured, the cost of an interis
rental car vas only covered $10 per day and it took five
weeks to complete the processing of the claia and buying a
replacement car.  The rental expense and choice of a used
car costing soaevhat sore than the insurance soney have
pinched the editorial purse, to say the least.

The effect on File 7790 has been a financial dislocation
that taken ‘together with the drain on ay time of taking
two night accounting classes caused a three-sonth gap

between 1ssues.

Under the circuastances you sight not expect this to lead
to a revised foraat and subscription rate adjustment for

Albeit tardily, having entered all the text, laid out the
issue and cut the mtmeo stencils in the usual way, [ set
about producing this i1ssue. The experience was just as
frustrating as the tvo other issues published after [ vas
forced into using bond by a lack of a supply of miseo
paper: virtually every copy had to be peeled off the drua

Even More Excuses Than Ever Before!
and despite involving twice as auch effort to reproduce
those copies were only aarginally readable. On  the
Glickschn scale of 1 to 10, 10 being Energumen, they rated
about a 3.

While issues of File 770 have been generally attractive,
and the artwerk has been adequately reproduced, the sain
point alvays has been to bring vyou the writien word
clearly printed in an easy-to-scan layout. Photoropying and
desktop publishing have changed the sarketplace so that
cheap aiaeo paper is no longer available in Los Angeles and
File 779 has not been able to adapt successfully to using
vhat 15 available.

Turning accounting knovledge to farnish purpeses I ccaputed
that subscribers need to pay $1.60 per issue (3 issues for
$8) in order for se to afford xeroxing File 770, [ was
appalled by the idea at first, questicning wvhether fans
would consider paying such a price for a newzine that 1<
not about pros and publishers. Qf course, subscriptions to
$2,25 per copy $2.75 mailed first class. Seaiprozines
aspire to amake enough money te support their editors, vho
work full-time on them, and pay contributors. In the case
of File 770, weven an astounding increase to §1.60 per copy

1s only calculated to recover the cost of a2 more expensive
copying process.

--in a nmore readable format -- is definitely worth 2
higher price. [ expect all of you to reach your own
decision and vote aye or nay with your subscriptien
renevals.

Perhaps touchier is the need for me to adjust existing
subscriptions to aake this work:  Understandably, 1f 1
Increase ay production cost over $100 per issue and 1t
takes four to ten issues before the subscription increase
actually starts to help pay the difference, this won't
work. Because there can be controversy about changing the
tssues to be received for prepaid subscriptions, 1 will
walt for your cossents on this issue {o put 1nto effact
vhat I want to do. My proposal is to reduce cutstanding
subscriptions by one copy for every five.  This vould make
the true cost of those copies about $1.23 (not counting
fractions.)

You wvait and see what's in store for next issue though --
the advent of desktop publishing in F770!

BAYCOA ‘90

came to Baycon '90 at the San Jose Red Lion Inn over




Nemorial Day weekend., Alvays a convention thal pleases a
large number of people, this year's aix of attendees
evidently included an alaraing nuaber of people vha had
not come to enjoy a gathering of science fiction fans, but
for a cheap, rowdy time, There has not been such stern
discussion about controlling the con since the 1987
Baskone, which subsequently lost 1ts hotel as a result of
rovdiness and vandalise by a few attendees that
President's Day weekend.

Daniel Murphy reported, 'The biggest problea was with the
parties. HMinors with alcohol ran raapant. Not because of
Baycon's con suite -- they vere carding teveryonet, as far
as I could tell (including a friend of aine, age 46, grey
hair, grandmother of two) -- but becuase of other parties,
and kids bringing liquor and drugs to the con. Baycon has
attracted an increasingly young crowd, especially at the
party scene, and it hasn't been a good thing. Too sany of
thes aren't so auch sf fans as auch as they're fans of the
cheapest ($40) veekend of booze and drugs in the whole Bay
Area,*

Cherp (Cheryl Peterson) attended Baycon the last three
days, observing, "Saturday vas nice and things vent well
until about sideight. At vhich point sose people (I hate
to aake a generalization and then get caught in it later,
so 1 won't accuse any mesher of any particular group.
Though [ have sy suspicions!) decided that trashing the
hotel was apporpriate behavior. If you can imagine
someone "atomizing® a concrete-forsed ashtray, you have
some 1dea that it wvasn't accidental destruction.®

Lex Nakashiaa noticed, *The groving problea of destructive
attendees (Fanarchists?), a problea that appears to be
cropping up at cons everyvhere vhith disturbing frequency.
®hile most of us started going to cons because they vere a
place we could be ourselves, the ideology of soae of the
punks, skinheads and scusbags seess to be one of 'l go to
cons because [ can do things here that [ can't do anyvhere
else.’” This last is a quote I overheard an underage
sctalhead exclaiaing to his friends in the hall. A saall,
but significant perversion of the original reason many of
us started going to cons.  Though it vouldn't be popular,
banning alcohol at open parties might be the best vay to
deal with this,'

The BayCon committee is already working on sethods to take
this probles under control,

Speaking individually, Daniel Murphy said, "I don’t
approve of the draconian lengths Boskone took, and Baycon
is #already? in the suburbs, but I do think they need to
turn up the fascisa knob, just one notch.® He added, "I
don't knoy if banning alcohol at open parties is the
answer. [ think it forces thes underground a bit, |
would like to see con security play the same game the
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State of California does:  Send underage (19 and 20 year
ald) security people around o parties, asking for booze.
If they don't get carded, shut the party down, on first
offense.  You knov, [ haven't alvays been a convention
fascist. But the last five years have turned ae into ane.’

Gary Anderson, active costuser, filker and one of
Costusecon’s organizers recoeeends that "no open parties
serve alcohol, on the basis of liability and sense/reasan.
Weapons liability is nothing cospared to vhat would happen
to a con which knowingly f(and especially after this
discussion, who can say it wasn't knowingly?) served
alcoholic  beverages.  Individuals will  still  bring
booze/drugs with thes, and use thee in closed parties, but
if the con takes active steps to control open parties, and
ensure closed parties stay that way, then there is at least
an arguaent %to use, As it is, conventions are very
exposed. At Costuaecon 8, we did run a no-alcohol con,
officially, and a lot of folks seesed to have a goud tiae
and those who vished to drink soaehov did.”

These probless should not be alloved to eclipse vhat
othervise wvas a successful convention with saveral
noteworthy features,

Cherp noted, “The Masguerade was seall but well-done. It
started on time, and vas telecast to the rooas aver BCTV <o
everyone could see without having o look aver heads. The
line to get in wasn't overly long and as [ understand it,
the rooa could have seated about 630 pecple and only 600
shoved up.  We watched it froa the rooa and 1t vas great.
Judging took a while, but the decisions seesed fc please
post of ‘those who vatched.® Gary Anderson added, “The
Audience Choice costume (Thank God I Wore My Araor vas the
title, and Cheryl Serr wvas the costuser) was given the
Itsie-Bitsy-Teensie-NHeenie Arrov-Dotted Chain Mail Bikini
awvard by the judges (Janet Wilson Anderson was one of said
Judges) and the judging took an actual 40 ainutes, VERY
quick by amost standards. But the aasquerade vas pretty
well done, and the post-aortea on Monday anly turned up
about 6 or 7 iteas for the next victias. There were a few
really good innovatiens which also got passed along.®

Mesorable was the hands-on workshop in coaputer aniaation
that featured artists fros Skywalker Ranch: Carolly
Hauksdottir was the principal coaputer anization artist
giving the panel. The panelists couldn't bring the
proprietary software that they use at Industrial Light &
Magic, but they did bring five cosputers and Deluxe Paint
IT and IIT let volunteer artists froa the audience cose up
to vork on the computers.

This year's BayCon saw the last fish Dance. Their guiding
force, Diana Dougherty, will no longer be running thes.
Hovever, cossittee aeatier Charlie Prael tells us there will
be a dance next year. It just won't be the Fish Dance.
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Fannish Losses

L2 PEARSE

ELIZABETH PEARSE: Liz Pearse, well-known as leader of the

"Teaa ER?" convention art chow crew, suffered a heart
attack at Marcon, and died, on May 20.

Michael Pearse, Liz's oldest son, {paraphrased by Michael
Kube-MrDowell on CoapuServe) said, “she suffered a
massive heart attack at about 1:45 a.s. Sunday morning, in
the public rest rooa across froa vhere the masquerade
dance was being held, Virtually no one at the convention
-- even those still up at the tise -- knev anything had
happened until such later.® Kube-McDovell added, "She vas
a sweet, smart, sassy, dangerously efficient voman, very
auch loved, and vill be very auch aissed.”

Pearse’s funeral was held in Toronto on the Thursday after
her death. Pearse 1is survived by her husband, Teny,
children Michael, Debra, Richard and Lauren, 14
grandchildren and | great-grandchild. Cards can be sent
to: Lauren Marlatt, 1474 Thistledown Road, Oakville ONT,
L6¥ 111, Canada

Fifteen years ago Pearse was active in Toronto's Draco

File 770:86

Fila Society, forerunner of the Draconis and the Ad Astra
conventions in Toronto. She also ran the first Star Trek
convention in Teronto, around 1973. Known in recent years
for her "Team ER?® work, and activity in the Asseciation of
Science Fiction Artists (ASFA), outside fandom Pearse is
reseabered as an Akela for the 3rd Clarkson Cub Pack and as
a supporter of Joshua Creek Ratepayers Asseciation.  Those
vho wish may make aemorial contributions to the Canadian
Cancer Society or the Heart and Stroke Foundation of
Ontario.

Bob Passovoy, a Dorsai Irregular vho had worked with *The
Teaa, eh?°, noted the Teas vas scheduled to run Chicon's
art shov next year. HWhile time would have to pass before
any decision could be aade about that comaitaent or 2
change in leadership, he said, "The core of people 15 still
there. [ think it's very likely that the same group 1s
very capable of doing a damn good job.®

T. 3. JouNSoN

4 from injuries sustained during a robbery. "An affable,
intelligent and able fella, J. J. vas a video nut who could
always be found taping aasquerades and obher ceresonies at
Tennessee, Kentucky and other Southern conventions. He was
extresely popular, with good cause," recalled Guy H.
Lillian III,

According to Knoxville police, whos Lillian contacted for
details, J. J. vas found by police May 3 in the aiddie of
the street outside a local housing project, the apparent
victia of a mugging. He probably had been returning hoas
from his job at the University of Tennessee Media (enter.
His wallet vas missing; his ATM card vas used that night,
and police are revieving the bank video tapes in hopes of
identifying the user. Johnson's distinctive raspberry
Plysouth Laser, festooned with Back To The Future
paraphenalia, was gone; seen later but not stopped for some
reason,

For a time Johnson was in hospital as an ‘Unidentified
Black Male", but he was eventually recognized. He diad
Friday afternoon, May 4.

Carol Gathings wrote on CoapuServe, “The last thing [ ever
heard from J.J. wvas about another friend who had died, He
sald 'As long as we love thea, no one is ever gone.' [f
that's the case, then J.J]. Johnson will alvays be as close
as the film room at the local convention for those af us
vho knev his and cared about his. Science fiction fans
will reseaber you, J.J.®



Hay 1330

LoLA ANN CENTER

LOLA ANN CENTER: William Center writes, "I have sose news
for you that I wish I didn't have to report. My vife,
Lola Ann Center, died on friday, April 13, 1990 at 8:10 Aa

at Gt. Johns Mercy Hospital in St. Louis, Missourl.

*{Lolal vas a long tiae fan and had been active for years
in the National Fantasy Fan Federation [N3F].  She had
served as a aeaber of its Directorate for years and had
been Chairasan most of those years. She also had served as
Treasurer and was still serving as Secretary along with
running the Round Robin Bureau and the Welcoamsittee, [ am
currently the President of the N3f and 1t was through the
N3F that we happened to meet.

'We both joined the N3F at about the saee time -- 1 in
1979 and she a bit later.... We started a long
correspondence, at first sainly just club business but
gradually developing into a more personal bein. [ asked
to join a round robin and she put se on one of hers so
that we vould have even more opportunity to correspond.
She had been attending conventions all over the country
while I had just been attending cons in 5t. Louls. She
finally decided that she had to saeet ame and so she
arranged to come to Archon in 5t. Louis in 1983, It was a
classic case of love at first sight although [ didn't find
out until later that she felt the same way, too. You see,
she had always been a cat lover and had always had a cat
or two while 1 wusually had a dog and (at best) only
tolerated cats due to the fact that [ as soaevhat allergic
to thea. During the con, she had steered the conversation
around to cats and asked what I thought of thea, [ told
her that while 1 liked cats well enough that [ was
allergic to thea and so didn't have a cat and probably
never would. It toc her several months to decide that her
love for ase vas greater than her love for her «cat, Me
continued our correspondence augmented by numerous phone
calls and 1n 1986 we got engaged, and vere aarried on May
9, 1987. As it turned out, [ am only bothered by cats
vhen they get right up in ay face or 1f I handle thes too
such s0 she was able to bring her cat along after all,

*Ours was a true fannish marriage: when we combined our
libraries, wmost of the books were duplicates of the ones
that the other had. We enjoyed going to cons together and
shared the sase interests in fandom. We kept up our
activity in N3F, serving on the Directorate together and
running several bureaus.

"She had been battling cancer for alamost ten years. We we
got engaged she had been in reaission for over five years
and she felt that she was nav home free. Unfortunately,
about a year after we were sarried the tumors started to

Lala Ann Center 3
appear again and she had to stari cheactherapy all over
again.,  There were several bouts with the cancer but each
tine she seesed to pull through them with little
difficulty, She never had bad reactions to the cheas
(other than losing her hair, which upset her aore than
anything else) and was always cheerful, living each day to
its fullest. Since last August she had to go to the
hospital five days per sonth for cheso but again this
didn't seea to faze her -- she said it gave her a chance to
catch up on her "corry® and reading. She kept up a regular
correspondence with several hundred people and hov she kept
thea all straight I'll never know.

"Her amother died suddenly on March 25 and this hit Lola
very hard. She and her sother had been very close and Lola
had just falked to her on the 23rd. We traveled up to lova
for the funeral, a 10-hour drive, and the trip vas very
hard on Llola. She pushed herself very hard to help her
sisters straighten up her sother's effects for her father
and came back from the trip totally exhausted, both
physically and mentally. She had been scheduled for cheso
the week of the funeral but had put it off. We arrived
back hoae on the 3ist and she entered the hospital on April
2 for her regular cheso. That day she seesed dazed and
confused and the doctor was quite concerned about it. He
ran a series of tests and found that the tumors in her
liver had started to grow at an alaraing rate and that they
had spread to her bones and lungs. He said that at this
stage there was nothing that could be done except to make
her as coafortable as possible. She was fairly coherent
for about a week but then slipped into a coma and never
voke up. She died in her sleep.

"l vill be doing a memorial zime for her and as soliciting
appreciations and artvork from these who knev her well and
whose lives she touched, I am carrying on but [ aiss her
more than words can express. Whoever coined the phrase
"complete and total love’ must have known Lola.®

++ Will1am Center, 1920 Division St., Murphysboro IL 62966;
(618) 684-6090,

TED MCADAM: Known for years for his work printing MNational
Fantasy Fan Federation zines, Ted McAdam died April 2 of a
heart attack. In Hovard DeVore's appreciation published in
Tightbeas, he DeVore quoted Richard Tulcholka's line, *If
Ted McAdas and I hadn’t set Hovard DeVore we wouldn't have
gotten involved in printing and we might have grown up like

regular Human Beings.®

BcAdam's printing career spanned 32 years, beginning vith a
three dollar aimeo he bought from DeYore, then an old
aultilith he found advertised for $250 that he and DeVore
lovered on ropes and pulleys into McAdaa’s basesent, daown
to the coaputer and laser printer he had at the last.
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WENDAYNE ACKERMAN

BY FORREST J ACKERMAN: WENDAYNE ACKERMAN: Noveaber 4,

1312; March 5, 1990. Nee: Mathilde (Malka) Wahraan,

The only Wendayne ({Mondelle) in the world died at 8
o'clock on the evening of March 3th in our hose after a
five-aonth period of increasing and ismeasurable aisery
due to rena] failure compounded by dialysis deeentia. In
the end her gallant heart siaply stopped.

The first words ay Wendy ever spoke to me (as a book clerk
in a departaent store) were, "May I help you, sir?*
Heartbreakingly but cosforting, the last words she ever
said to me vere, "Forry -- help me!" In between she:

...Has the translator-in-chief of 137 novels of the
German space opera series Perry Rhodan, the amajority a
phenomenal success for Ace Books and some she published
herself, proud to have created Master Publications. To
this day legions of fans love her for her role in bringing

Perry Rhodan to Agerica.

..Has the translator of Stanislav Lea's *The
Invincible®, her rendition of which (froa unorthodox East
German German) vas not received kindly by sost critics, |
suppose 1 aust bear the brunt of the blame as I did the
final editing on it., She wvas consolved by the fact,
hovever, that the author  himself expressed his
satisfaction vith the translations.

...mHas the translator (from Freach) of Pierre Barbet's
"Games Psyborgs Play" (her title) published by DANW.

...Mas the translator of the Strugatsky brothers' “Hard
To be A God”, which is being sade into a motion picture.
Met the authors in Russia.

...Has the author of one of the most popular and oft-

filaland magazine, the entertaining and informative

'Rocket to the Rue Morque®, originally a paper for a
university project.

...Earned a degree in biology, taught science in high
schoal, acquired an M.A. sagna cua laude in record time in
her 40s, and was a professor of German and French for 20
years at East Los Angeles Jr. College.

.. Accompanied me around the world to England, France,
Gersany, Italy, Spain, Scotland, Wales, Canada, Australia,
Nev [lealand, Japan, Hong Kong, China (one tiny border
town), Sweden, Norvay, Lappland, Luxesbourg, Liechtenstein
(ve longed and planned to return to this fairyland),

May 1330

Moscov/Leningrad/Kiev, Finland, Hungary, Yugoslavia, East
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia., She did aore than
accospany ae, she too care of it all: the {ransportation
tickets, accomodations, passports, that sort of thing;
things [ have no patience for and am not ept at. [ quail
at the thought of international travel without her but this
year it's back to Holland and Belgium, where we were happy
once before, and Denmark, which she never saw, Abroad, her
cosaand of languages was 1indispensible: Ffrench, Geraan,
Spanish, ordinary Italian...and Hebrew,

Perhaps soee eyebrows raise at the aention of Hebrev? Hhy
did she know Hebrew? Because according to the laws of
Germany at the tise she was born there, since her acther
and father vere Jews born in Poland, Wendy vas considered a
Polish Jew. Yes, racially she was Jewish -- so vhat? Do
you think it mattered for one iota to this Esperantist?
Not for one fraction of a nanosecond. I only hope vyou're
not one of those unfortunate people who cracked a Jewish
joke In her presence or aade some anti-Semitic reaark which
nov esbarasses you when it's too late to apologize. She
suffered in silence and never let on. She didn't practice
Judaisa.  She lived the major part of her life an Aserican
Angelenc Agnost. In prevar Gerasany she vas a pre-ped
student at Goethe University il one day Hitler disaissed
her because of her ancestry. In 1933, a pariah in Gersany,
she went to France and practiced midvifery; long hours,
grueling work, one day a sonth off. When she wmoved to
London she continued the nursing profession until she left
for Israel (then Palestine) vhere she experienced enough of
the horrors of war to last her a lifetiae; aarried and had
her son. In '48, getting a divorce, she moved to LA vhere
she became a clerk in the book departaent of a aajor
downtown  emporius. When her body cheaistry reacted
attractively to a 32-year-old shy-guy she sav approaching
her station with an arsload of books, she said to her
fellow clerk, "Lay off hia, he's sine.® The moment [ heard
her charaing accent I asked her where it case fros. 'Oh,
ay ancestors,” she replied sischieviously, ‘were highly
civilized wvhile yours were hanging by thetr tails froa
trees'" Naturally, I never spoke to her again'

In 1963 she co-drove with ae on the 8700-mile cross-country
adventure to nmeet as many as possible of the 1300
filmonster fans vho vanted to see us.  She was the world's
slovest eater, had the wvorld's sost sensitive nose.
Accompanied se to nudist caaps for five years. Accepted
gay aen and leshbians. Loved sushi and gefilte fish, Had a
sveet singing voice (we dueted on "True Love" and "Side by
Side.") Didn't drink, smoke, dope or swear: Curt Sicdsak,
Albert van Hageland (Belgian sf agent), George Pal, Georges
Gallet, Dave Kyle, Vincent Price and several others
considered her "a real lady." ‘'Her sparkle, enthusiasa,
feistiness, wit, 1ntelligence, protectiveness-of-forry,
generosity® -- these are some her atiributes for which
adsiration has been expressed in the first two days' cards



.........................

and condolences. I think she vas a candidate for the Big
Heart Award.

Favorite singers: Theodore Bikel, Al Jolson, Bing Croshy,
Dean Martin, Marlene Dietrich, Maurice Chevalier, Brigitte
Bardot ('), Aznavour and (blush) se' (She said she
preferred ay singing $o Sinatra's') Actor:  Burt
Lancaster. Novelists:  Thoeas Mann, George Sizenon,
Filas: ‘African Queen', “Cabaret®, ‘Lies My father Told
Me*, *The Jolson Story(s)®, “Metropolis® and all Bushy

by Forrest I Ackeraan i
Berkeley musicals. SF: The forever

Triangle®, the Auel Series, Childhood’s End, ‘Letter To 4n
Angel® (by ae) and "Forever" by Mildred Cram. She read the
latter to ae years agoj [ read it to her a few veeks before
she died. She had no use for religion of any kind, didn't
believe in a life before or hereafter. Was reserved in her
praise of my writing (how do you judge this obit, sy dear?)
Was once active in LASFS and early Westercons. Especially
liked the San Diego Comic Cons and their sponsors.

We always planned to celebrate the year 2000 together. My
broken heart asks, "How could you leave se?* My reasoning
aind tells ae you couldn’t help it. I forgive you; [ love
you.

CARD DEAL_

THE CHARLIE CARD FUND FAN/TASY ART CALENDAR:  When last
nased in these pages he wvas on CompuServe banging his
tocsin about the Hamilton/Beese contreteaps, but this year
Hichael Kube-McDowell is using his CoampuServe access in the
cause of niceness. He posted the folloving announcesent at

the request of the Contraption convention coesitiee:

Contraption 1is proud to sponsor the Charlie Card Fund for
United Cerebral Palsy. To raise money for ihe fund, we have
produced the Fan/tasy Art Calendar. The calendar runs from
April 1, 1990 through March 3f, 1991, It features
illustrations from 13 noted artists, convention dates and
addresses, and other useful and/or amusing inforaation. It
will be available by aail for $6.00 including postage and
handling. Order now' Make checks payable to Contraption,
P.0. Box 2285, Ann Arbor, MI 48106,

The Charlie Card Fund is named for the son of Orson Scott
Card, who vas Contraption’s very first Professional 6uest
of Honor. Charlie is very ill with cerebral palsy; the fund
is our vay of saying "thank you" to a great writer and his
fasily for supporting our convention. United Cerebral Palsy
offers many kinds of assistance to people like Charlie --
only through the generous assistance of people like you.

WEDDING BELLS: Robin Doig and Rene Calls were amarried
April 7 in Chula Vista, CA. They are aesbers of the
S.T.A.R. San Diege club vho aet at the 1987 NASFiC 1in
Phoenix. (Source: Interphase)

HOT DAMM! The April Locus reported that Jane Yolen left
her recently-received Skylark trophy (a3 large wmagnifying
lens atop a vooden base) on her kitchen tahle and sunlight

passing through the lens set her coat on fire, (Sgurce:



8 QUEF Report

DUFF WINNER_

DOWN UNDER FAN FUND: Greg Turkich has won the 1930 Down
Under Fan Fund Race. John D, Berry, North Aeerican DUFF
Adainistrator, writes, "The vote was 132 for freg
[Turkich]l and 103 for Roger Weddall, with half a dozen
write-ins and a siailar nuaber of Hold Over Funds votes
and No Preferences.  The total nuaber of votes (including
No Preferences) was 236; 183 of those votes came from
Australia, =aking 1%, according to Terry Dowling, the
largest vote ever recording 1n Australia in a DUFF race.®

Turkich vill loop through the US starting in San Framcisco
and ending up, after ConDiego, in Los Angeles.

Berry promises another issue of the DUFF newsletter,
Redback, "aleost before you can blink twice®, with the
first installsent of an ongoing postal auction of
ffanzines and anything else that seess likely to generate
soney. Persevering in spite of overvork and weild 1ill
health Berry anticipates coampleting to his own DUFF trip

report in the not-too-distant future.

NOW THEY ARE WRITERS OF THE PRESENT: Eighteen novice

writers have sold stories to L, Ron Hubbard Presents

Writers of the future Yol, 4. They are Jases fGleason
Bishop of Colorado Springs, CO0; David Carr of Thomaston,
CT; David Ira Cleary of San francisco, CA; Charles D.
Eckert of Coluabus, IN; James Gardner of Waterloo, ONT;
Michael 1. Landweber of Madison, WI; Jo Etta Ledgervood of
Bond, CO; Pete D. Manison of Houston, TX; Stephen Milligan
of Chapel Hill, NC; Scot Noel of Latrobe, PA; John .
Randal of Pitisburgh, PA; Bruce Holland Rogers of Boulder,
C0; Michael L. Scanlon of Seattle, WA; Jason Shankel of
San Francisco, CA; Annis M. Shepherd of Mesa, Al; Sharon
Wahl of Ithaca, NY; Matt Wills of lova City, IA; and James
Verran of Port Noarlunga, Australia.

LRH Hriters of The future
Voluee 4 will also publish the vork of a coaplement of
vinners in the Illustrators of the Future contest: Beryl
Bush of Reading, PA; Xevin Dzuban of Edison, NI; Kelly
Falteraayer of Houston, TX; Jeff Fennel of Concord, CA;
Derek Hegsted of Prove, UT; Allison Hershey of Granada
Hills, CA; Kevin Hopkins of Milburn, OK; Daniel §. Caan of
Davson, MN; Peggy Ranson of Nev dOrleans, LA; Tiaothy
Standish of Binghaston, NY; Ruth Thoapson of Tuscaluosa,
AL; and Tisothy Winkler of Knoxville, TH.

One of the writers and one of the illustrators will win the
annual $4,000 Grand Prize froam their respective contests.

Thase interested in Writers of the future contast
infermation should send an SASE to PO Box 1630, Los Angeles
CA 930078, Illustrators of the Future inforaation aay be
obtained froe PO Box 3190, Los Angeles CA 90078.

BLANK CHECK FOR SITE SELECTION; Allan D. Burrovs files
this coaplaint about the Dutch Worldcon’s schese for
securing paysent for meebership by voters in the 1933 site
selection.  "Confiction says that the voting fee payaent
sust be aade either in person (at the cen) or by a
personal, post-dated check 1n either Aserican dollars,
British pounds or Dutch guilders. That's a tit of a
problea for aeabers vhose countries dan’t use any of those
currencies! Canada, for instance; soee of ocur banks will
open Aaerican dollar savings and checking accounts, but
surely they don't expect us to open an account for jusi ane
check! Canada Post (aka The Canadian PostHole Service),
sells US dollar money orders, but Confiction 1s swearing
blind that they won't take thes' So what 2a | supposed to
do?*

I have a plan: remember how NESFA floated a Lunar Realty
Trust to buy their clubhouse? Let's do it again: NESFA ¢an
1ssue Canadian site selection voters an engraved [0U backed
by the full faith and credit of the NESFA Clubhouse.  Then
vhen everybody votes for the Havaii 1n '93 being backed by
so many NESFAns, they can square the vhole thing with an
accounting entry. Should any other bid accidentally win,
they can forvard the clubhouse to Phoenix or 3an franciscn
using the sase truck company that delivered The Shaft..,



Prelude to the Worldcon

ANNEMARIE VANl EVYCK

NETHERFAND OM

((The third in a series of three articles about the
Netherlands, its fantastic literature and its fandoa.))

FANDOM IN THE NETHER REGIONS: Fans there have alvays
been, as long as speculative literaure has been written
and published. And so it was in The Netherlands. GBut for
a long time they reeained private fans, not sharing their
interest with others because they didn't know vwhere to

find thea.

It was not until after WNII, when aodern science fiction
indeed even the name of science fiction itself, case into
this country for the very first time, that Dutch fandos
started to put out its shoots. Buietly at first -- for
finding kindred souls was not easy. A fan might nose out
another fans in the same town, by way of a sutual fannish
contact in the USA! Even then fandoa was confined to
private visits, letters and auch reading.

But the future was inexorably on the march, In 1363 Forry
Ackersan, being in the neighborhood anyway because of the
London Worldcon, came for a visit. And one of his
*foreign correspondents® in The Netherlands, P. Hans
Frankfurther, decided to throv a party. Not only did he
arrange for a nuaber of students to meet Forry at the
station in monster outfits, he also organized a festive
reception at the Stedeli jk Museua of Aasterdaa, and told
all his sf friends to cose.

They flocked to see a real live fan in the flesh.  And
sose of Forry's real fannishness sust have rubbed off.
For there and then it vas decided to meet again. And at
the next aeeting founding fathers P. Hans Frankfurther,
Albert Taal and Leo Kindt conceived NCSF, the *Nederlands
Contactcentrua voor Science Fiction.” The deed vas done.
Stnce then Dutch fandos has never looked back,

In 1966 the first issue of Holland-SF, the magazine put
out by NCSF, appeared, It is still published. In 1966
NCSF also held its first convention, still called
‘congress®, with poets, authors and speakers. Fandoa
began to discover itself. In 1970 Xees van Toorn started
his first Dutch fanzine, Atlan. In 1971 Perry Rhodan fans

got together to protest the threatened mothablling of the
series and founded Terra; a aagazine soon followed,

Conventions bloosed,  Modest one-day cons to begin with,
but soon Terra's annual Perry Rhodan daycon drev 600-800

File 770:86 3
visits, while NCSF started weekend cons 1n 1974,
Beneluxcons alternated annual between NCSF and Fleaish
(Belgiua) fandca.

In 1976 Rob Vooren instituted the King Kong Avard, for the
vinning story in the Beneluxcon story contest. In 1977
King Kong started its own annual contest for original Dutch
short sf fiction, up to novella size. The award Is
accospanied by a very velcose money prize, sade up froe
donations solicited froam fans, publishers and unsuspecting
outsiders alike,

Once started, fans do as is their went. Fanzines
case...and went, Beginning authors and artists graced
their pages and tried to strike out on their own. Goase
gade it, too.

Busy bibliographers plied their index cards and in '78
Gorresans, Spaink and Gaasbeek got the first cosprehensive
bibliography of SF in The Netherlands, Fantasfeer,

published by Meulenhoff -- the most pretigious publishing
house for SF in this country,

Folloving the trends of fandom, or reinventing thes all
over again, seall semiprofessicnal presses popped up like
buttercups. Llet's naae just a fev, Info, by Robert
lielschot, bringing navellas or short novels i1n a digest
forsat, and then siriking out on a tangent in '77 uith

a tvo-year run. In 1977 Kees van Toorn started Orbit, a
color quarterly that is commercially available but still a
fannish labor of love. It is now aothballed, but after
1930 vho knows?  Fantastische Vertellingen by Reaco
Meisner started out as a famzine in '79, but soon branched
out as a small press for short novels and story

collections,

Nether fandoa Today: Most of us are still at it, and lots
of nev fans have joined us in the aeaniige. NCSF
confidently looks forward to celebrating its silver jubilee
vhen Confiction rolls around, Terra still thrives, and
recently a small but lively Star Trek fan club has joined
the ranks, the Flying Dutch. All national rather than
regional or local organizations, vhich is only natural 1n a

country that say be crossed by car in a few hours.

It makes aeetings and cons that amuch easier to attend, too.
Terra has reqular seetings and social evenings for eesberc.
The Flying Dutch meet every month and NCSF turns the two
yearly business seetings into one-day sinicons with a book
room, movies and a banquet at the nearest restaurant.

Terra still holds 1ts large annual Perry Rhodan daycon;
since the large Beneluxcons in '8! and '"83 NCSF has been
aising at eore intimate and fannish veekend or day cons.
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A monthly SF-pub in The Hague is run independent of clubs,
preference or fannishness; all comers velcome, a large
choice of bheers, and coffee and smacks at all hours. It
has proved a good hunting ground for roping 1n future
Confiction helpers or collecting contributions for the
King Kong Award Fund.

All national clubs publish aagazines featuring the wusual
book reviews, articles, fiction and news iteas, as do the
independent magazines, but there is enough difference in
nain interast and overall approach, so that aany fans take
sore than one or even all magazines. A ssall muster of
sagazines and their main interests:

Terra, bi.&ﬁiﬂiy - popular science, fila, video, cosics,
Perry Rhodan series
Holland SF, bisonthly - articles, authors and trends,

and rare comlics

M1l in Dutch, of course, and not counting the Dutch
language zines froam Belgium that are also widely-read in

fandos in The Netherlands

Dutch fandoa and vice-versa.

Holland is a small country -- we told you
that before. Sec it seeas only natural
that we should also look at whatever lies
over  the border, Dutch  fans  have
international contacts 1n all fandoas all
over the vorld. They travel to distant
cons, correspond with fans in out of tne
way places, participate 1n apas or produce
their quirky personalzines -- who does not
know of Shards of Babel? And all 1n
English, for many Dutch, and especially
fans, have English as their second

langauge.

Nether fandom today is very much alive, e
gave sose inkling of that vhen ve went far
the Worldcon bid. If you cose aver 1n
1990, you can see for yourselves hav fans
can thrive in the Nether Region.

++ Annesarie van Ewyck

CoSTUME GUILD
TRIES TO TAKE PHCEN/X

HAT FRoM RING

NOW 1S THE WINTER OF OUR DISCONTENT MADE GLORIQUS: Those
checking to see whether the 93 Worldcon bidders have gone
flatline will find fresh signs of life in the April issue

of the Costuaer's 6uild West newvsletter,

Costumer’s Guild West president Joyce Best, who lives 1in
Southern California, endorsed San franciscoe in "33 and held
out this carrot to the meabership: “How does a World-Con
{sic] sound? The last World-Con in our chapter of I[C8
[International Costuser’s Guild] was 1984, The next
possible is San Framcisce in 1993, and the bid cosmittee
has asked little old us (CGW) to run the aasquerade. In
light of this, CG6W is officially supporting the bid (not
being stupid)." The issue gives instructions how to vote
for San Francisco.

Did the Costumer's Guild West innocently forget that a vin
by Phoenix would also return the Worldcon to the Western
up for a 1990 Hugo? Well, probably not. The Guild has
been feuding with Phoenix since the Guild was rebuffed for
trying to dictate teras about the 1987 Phoenix NASFiC and
1988 Phoenix Westercon.easquerades.,



On With The Con
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CONVENTIONAH REPORTACS

CORRECTION: MAKE THAT LOUISVILLE

the Nashville in '94 coezarttee
will be unable to use the Opryland
facility and has shified its
efforts to bring a worldcon te
Louisville in 1994,

VALROYR

PINEKONE  TAKES BATH,  FANDOA

INVITED 70 WADE IN: As Dean

Rolcot tells the tale in  the
Pinekone II, designated that
year's Canadian national
convention, suffered substantial
losses.  Says Rolcot, "There vere
a lot of problems with Pinekone
[I's finances. Debt wvas inherited
from the first Pinekone. There
were problems with the hotel
contract. The coamtttee
overspent, Pinekone I  lost
roney...a lot of it. The concon
took a valk, leaving [treasurer]
Paul Valcour personally in debt
for a grand total of over ten
thousand dollars.’

Rolcot chronicles three western
Canadian cons that suffered losses
and survived thanks to fannish
contributions, then views with
Jaundiced eye the help offered
Valcour by eastern Canadian fans,
including the "substantial
contribution...sade by the
successful Toronto Trek Con.  They gave Paul (absolutely
free of charge) a free sesbership and dealer’s table,
enabling Paul to have the honor of selling off his private
collection of books and magazines to pay for the Pinekone
debt.*

In Calgary this July during Con-Yersion VII (the 1990
Canadian national convention) there will be a fundraiser,
probably an auction, on Valcour’s behalf, Donations of
soney (checks or a.0.'s payable to Paul Valcour) are being
accepted at: Friends of Paul Valcour, PO Box 1088, Station
M, Calgary AB T2P 2K9 Canada. (This is the official Con-

VYersion/Canvention 10 sailing address.)

Calgary fans’ sympathy for Valcour's fate set a dubrous
response Ottava fandoa, (If profit is without honor 1n its
own land, think of how losses fare...) A aeaber of ‘the
Pinekone 1 committee, Andre Lieven, lays the blase at
Valcour's feet in the May QSfS Statesent.  "Both Pinekones
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did indeed lose a fair packet of aoney. Why? Let wus
reseaber that a treasurer's jeb is to allocate and be
responsible for the aoney situation. [f another concoa
seaber proposes soaething that the treasurer (Mr. Valcour)
feels 1is too espensive, he should say so -- often
forcefully. That's his job. The expensive PK2 Guest
slate cost around $5000, The chair's (Casey's) propased
slate would have run around $1800, Big savings. The
treasurer liked the expensive guest slate, so auch so he
approved thea,*

Paul has aany friends and others who have worked with hia
on cons vwho should take this oppartunity to lend his a
helping hand.

AUSS|ECeN T[T ?

SYINEY IN '95: The aan who brought you Wahi-full and
Sweetness and Light now brings you the bidding zine
____________ proapting a rewrite of an old
country/western lyric: "Mommas, don't let your children
grov up to pub fanzines nazed by Jack Heraan,..®

pagazine of "a worldcon bid vhose {iae has come, written,
produced and directed by JACK R. HERMAN,* yet Jack
denies, "It 1s not a 'Jack R Hersan bid’, as scae have
tried to paint it, but an effort from a vide cross-section
of Sydney fandem, including those that have been running
fons for over a decade, and many fans who haven't been
part of the fannish sainstreas. We have a few of the
Sydney in '91 people on the Coasittee and the support of
sost of the others. But Sydney in '95 is a far amore
fandom-avare bid. ...We haven't heard if Britain is
running yet. We hope that they won't fall for the
Business Meeting Smof three-card trick and that they'll
continue their bid for 1997.°

The Sydney in '93 comaittee is Rod Kearins (Convener),
Graese Bathc, Mike Bourke, Ray Gleeson, Michelle Hallett,
Jack R. Herman, Gary Lucksan, Kevin Maclean and Gerald
Saith.  The bid proposes to use the Sydney Convention and
Exhibition Centre. The Centre’s aain auditorius is
divisble into two parts, one seating 2,550, the other 950,
There are numerous saaller aeeting rooas, plus five
Exhibition Halls of 5000 sguare aeters each, coluan-free.
In the vicinity are four hotels; 10 more are due for
completion by =id-1992; eost are expensive by fannish
standards, say the bidders,

Sinchronicity 1, prepared for the Australian national
convention, sets presupporting semberships at A$10 or 7
U.K. pounds (no US dollar equivalent is listed.) "Pre-

supporting meabers will be entitled to participate in the

selection of Guests of Honour, attend all General Meetings
and attend a special Pre-Supporters Party at the Worldoon
vhen we win." Subscriptions to the bidzine cost A3G/year
<(surface nmail rate.) Contact the bid at: GPO Box 429,
Sydney 2001 Australia,

Not to say the nev Australian bid need lock any farther for
skeptics  than Melbourne. The March 1ssue of Thyse
cynically notes, "This is nov Sydney's third atteapt at
bidding for a Worldcon (reeesber '837), and while both
previous atteapts lost the Site Selection vote, at least
they sade it as far as the vote.”

Qver here, jan hovard finder (184 Williamsburg Ct., Albany

NY 12203) has becose one of the USA agents of the bid. To
becose a presupporter send his a check for $10 made out to

Sydney in '95.
VIOOSTES

This year warked the third in 3 roy that Hexacon, the
annual east coast relaxacon, was not held in Lancaster, PA.
This year's convention was moved froa the Shawnee Lancaster
resort to the Bird-in-Hand Faaily Inn, 1in Bird-in-Hand PA,
a small  touristy town seven miles froe Lancaster,
Attendance vas 123,

I liked the hotel aore than most; the staff was largely
friendly, the roocas vere clean, and, at $39 for a double,
relatively cheap. But there wvas soae friction between the
convention and the staff, alrgely because of the hotel's
insistence that there be no nudity in the pool. This year,
the traditional nude volleyball gase was canceled, and
nudity in the jacuzzi was discreet.  Sunday sorning the
pool was closed to con meabers so that it could be used to
perfors baptises!

Host of the things that happen at past Hexacons happened
this year, such as the traditional Saturday night
smorgasbord at Miller’s. Most of the board gaees were
unused, but Darrell Schweitzer and John Betancourt c¢reated
a ney game -- creating an imaginary word ("sseeling®) and
then coaing up with uses to which this word can be used
put, particularly in ligmericks. (Schweitzer’s  sost
difficult limerick competition was one where the first line
vas set by John Boardaan in Latin.)

Hexacon founder Neil Belsky was once again abseat, but his
activities were still discussed. According to an article
in the London (Ontario) Free Press of Deceaber 5, 1989,
Belsky has now founded the London Saciety of the Fantastic,
3 bimonthly discussion group which wseets every other
Thursday 1n that city’s public library.  Belsky not only

introduced his pet rats to the reporter, but one of thes,



according to the article, ‘"peered at close range into
Belsky's open mouth® while the reporter dutifully vatched.

Danse Macabre has all the right ingredients and should
have worked a lot better. The aajor problea vas that it
vas planned as a 400 fan con and drev only 200. S0 with
con facilities spread all over the hotel and too auch
program for its nusbers, it become too amorphous to be a
real success. In size, therefore, it vas the saallest
Natcon since 1975 (leaving aside the aberrant 1983
Advention held when most were planning for Aussiecon [1.)
It was like all Natcons, though, the aeeting place of
Australian fandoa, old and new, and a pleasant time vas
had by most.

The concomaittee’s most grievous fault was its
deteraination to keep the con a secret from all but the
sost inquisitive fan, In George R. R. Martin they had a
very saleable guest of honor, and one who vas good value
for the money. But publicity and prosotion vere scarce in
Melbourne and almost nonexistent outside, No atteapt
seeped to have been made to use the sedia or press to
gather last-ainute publicity and the sade no attempt to
cash in on George's recent successes vith the MWild Card
series or his vork on Beauty and the Beast.  Another 100

fans would have been fine.

But at the con, G6.R.R. Martin was great. The committee
used him as much as possible and he was around betveen and
after program events to party and talk. There is one
reservation here: it vas unforgivable for the GoH liaison
to allov the GoH to stay at lunch on the first day so that
he failed to arrive back in tise for either the Official
Opening or his planned Reading. The latter was
rescheduled, bu still... His GoH speech vas 0K but not as
inspired as Varley's had been the year before. But his
willingness to participate in panels vas a compensation as
he shared views on Shared Worlds, Vaaspires, Horror,
working in TY and generally proved a good guy. Fan guest,
Eric Lindsay, was egqually good to see and heard, and
spread hiaself even aore fully around the corridors and
parties. But he does that at every con, not just wvhen
GoH.

The progras, as I suggested, vas planned for a auch larger
con and with three strands on Saturday and Sunday, and two
on Friday and Monday, was sore than sufficient to seet the
needs of those vho were attending to talk about SF. [f
anything, 1%t suffered from a certain amount of sameness.
Too many of the program itess vere siaply a panel and a

topic and wvorked only as vell as the acderator and the
panel would allow. There were a couple of talks; and
Marilyn Pride and Lewis Morley put on a pair of slide
shows, one on Mission:lapossible and one on their other
professional aovie/TV vork., For the rest, there vas a lot
of talking heads, very little audience interaction and

precious little creative or performance prograa.

The latter was confined to the wmornings and evenings.
Melbourne's version of the Fan Olyspics was called "The
DUFF Race" and worked a bit of the time. Perhaps 1f they'd
had the materials for the Platfors Building it vould have
been better. In the end there were five events, aainly
physical rather than mental, with a disqusting “Bobbing-
for-Ditmars® clone. Naturally, the Heavyweights (Justin
Ackroyd, Jane Tissell, Jack R. Hersan) won. Danse Macabre’s
other atteapt at creativity/perforeance vas Theater Sports,
vhich had vorked well at Swancon and has been popular at a
couple of eedia cons,  They managed o get only two teass
together but it appeared to go reasonably well.

Evening entertainaent includes (Friday) a team Scrabble
tournament (four teaas of six people}, a aasquerade and
(Sunday) an Avards Banguet. The Scrabble vas okay. The
nasquerade reverted to the thematic fancy dress party with
a brief show of a few performance costumes at one point --
this approach ailitates against good and coaplex costuaes
because they are too uncomfortable to stand around in for
hours waiting for the judging. The  banquet  was,
apparently, the wusual hotel standard mass-production food
and the best that can be said the Avards Ceresony 15 that
it vas brief.

Luckily the partying was strong. Each night sav at least
one aass party and plenty of satellite parties around.
Given the nuabers, 1 vas surprised how vell the parties
vent. Sydney in 92/93 held a good gather on Ssaturday
night, which was rivalled by the Melbourne in "92/Huttcon
party. Both were very convivial as fans soved between.
Swancon ran 2 Sunday night party that finished around
breakfast time with the stayers discussing various plans
for 1aproving the Avards.

The established Melbourne fandoa seeas to be aging. Both
the Ortliedbs and the Handfields came to the con with child
accoapnisent.  The Hirshes are very expectant, Many of ay
other Melbourne friends vere busy running the con so we got
to see the nev generation. Melbourne has a group of
insurgents (self-styled "The New Wave®) vho are, as each
insurgent group tends to do, reinventing the fannish wheel.
They are answering the perception of cliquishness vith a
clique of their own, but they are good fun at a con and
provide the necessary comic relief. Sydney provided a fair
nuaber of the starters as vell, and the con was used to
launch Sydney in '95 on a suspecting public,
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Meeting all ay aates, involving syself in sose serious
progran and some light creativity, partying, losing Ditaar
Avards 8 and 9, arguing, drinking, kvetching, It vas a
pretty standard Natcon for ae, but I would have enjoyed it
all the aore with aore fans to fill in the spaces. The
Natcon resains the best place to aeet and get to knov
Australian fandoa.

BALT\con

By now Balticon has becoae a very large sinor convention,
Fev pros attend; David Hartwell, for example, spent most
of the weekend with a very confused look on his face, as
if he vas trying to have a good tiame but vasn't quite sure
why he attended. If Balticon was farther avay from ay
hoae than it vas, ['d probably have stopped attending some
tiae ago.

The two questions everyone wants te know about Balticon
are, "Is it going ta be held in the suburbs or downtown?®
and "Who are these congoers anyway?" This year and next
year the suburb-favoring bloc of the Baltimore Science
Fiction Society prevailed. As for the congoers, [ still
have no idea who most of the 2000 attendees were; many
seemed to have been thrill-seeking teenagers.

The convention was slightly befter than last year. The
Masquerade still doainated friday night; but long-tiae
construction at the Hunt Valley Inn was finally finished,
saking the asasquerade easier to aveid. For the first
time, a video cospany made on-the-spot videos of the
nasquerade for sale at the con.  Saturday there were an
amazing number of bidding parties for cons, including all
the 1993 bidders except for Zagreb, all the 1994 and 1993
bidders, and LA in 1996. Most of these bid parties,
hovever, were handled by agents rather than by aembers of
the bidding coesittees. There were few pro parfies but
the Avon party gets particularly lov marks by hiring a fan
to bar as msany people as possible froam attending.

Saofs continued to smof about the worldcon bids. Some
spofs 1 talked to vere wildly enthusiastic about the
Havail write-in bid, on the grounds that a Havaii vorldcon
vould certainly be run by LASFS and thus prevent a LA in
1996 Worldcon,  Qthers preferred to speculate about which
1993 bid would fold first, given the chronic troubles of
both the Phoenix and San francisco bids. Phoenix was
predicted to fold first, In other news, Midvestcon put
out flyers for the first tise. These flyers listed all
the faaous people who attended Midvesicon in the past,
like Harlan Ellison.

Cons of the Near Future

INTERIM CONVENTION LISTING: Here are scee science fiction

_________________________

conventions scheduled for June and July.

PARICON: (June 14-17) Wyndhaa Paradise Valley Resort,
Scottsdale AL, GoHs: Diane Duane, Melinda GSnedgrass,
Caraen Carter, Peter Morvood, Moah Hathaway. MNeaberships:
$40.  Rooas: $39 sgl/dbl,  Hotel phone: (B00) 234-3400.
Info: Terra Science Fiction Foundation, 3623 N. 1§ St.
$100, Phoenix Al BS016.

NEW ORLEANS SCIENCE FICTION & FANTASY FESTIVAL (June
13-17, 1990)  Bayou Plaza Hotel, 4040 Tulane Ave., Nev
Orleans LA 70119. GoM: Roger Ielazny; AGoH Dell Harris; TM
Edvard Bryant; FGoH: Frank & Cece Terry. Mesberships: $13
til 4/1/90, $20 til 6/1/90, $23 at door. Rovas: (800) 421-
4335,  Other guests: GRR Martin, M. Snodgrass, E. Datlow,
G.A.Effinger, Denny 0'Neil, G. Costikyan. 24-hour gaaing,
art shov, dance, hospitality suite. To: NOSFF, PO Box
791089, New Orleans LA 70179,

ARCHON 14:  (June 22-24) Henry VIII Inn, 5. Louls

MD. GoHs: °*Wild Cards' authors GRR Martin, Ed Bryant, Juohn
J. Miller, 8ail Miller, Melinda Snadgrass, Stepnen Leigh,
Leanne C. Harper, Victo Milan, Walter Jon Williams, Williasa
Wu, Walton Siaans, Betsy Mitchell., Meaberships: $22 til
6/15, $23 at door. Rooms: 55 sgl/dbl. Hotel phaone:
(800) 325-1588.  Info: Archon 14, PO Box 50123, Clayten M0
63103,
11320 Chester Rd., G6lendale 0OH. Heaberships: &16 til
6/1/30; $20 at door. Banquet $20 in advance, $22 at the
door.  Mail to: Jackie Causgrove, 6828 Alpine Ave. #4,
Cincinnati OH 45236,  Rooms: $70/sql. Reservations: (800)
950-8883. Relaxacon. Bangquet $20. TH: Bob Tucker.

INCOMJUNCTION X: (June 29-July t, 1990) Adaas Mark
Hotel, Indianapolis IN. GoHs: Philip Jose Farmer, Frank
Kelly Freas, L. Sprague DeCamp, Michael Whelan; TH: Wilson
'Bob" Tucker. Mesberships: $20. Rooas: $64 sgl/dbl.
Hotel phone: (317) 248-2481, Info: Incanjunction X: PO Box
19776, Indianapolis IN 46219.

WESTERCON 43: (July 53-8, !1390) Red Lion Inn, Portland
OR.  GoHs: Ursula K, LeGuin, Yonda McIntyre, Kate Wilhela,
Art Widner; TM Steve Perry. Mesberships: $40 til 6/20/90;
$50 at door. To: MWestercon 43, PO Box 5794, Portland OR
97228,  Dealer’s room and art shov sold out. Infa: (503)
283-0802,

CHIMERA:  (July 20-22) Hyatt Regency Woodfield,
Schaumburg IL. GoHs: Connie Willis, Howard Waldrop,
Bardner Dozois. A saall speculative fiction convention; no
fila rooca, gasing or masquerade, just talk. Memberships
$40. Rooams: $63 sgl/dbl. Hotel phone: (708) 605-1234.
Info: Chimera 1, 1016 Columbian, Oak Park IL 60302,

CONVERSION:  (July 20-22) Westin Hotel, Calgary AB.

GoHs: Ben Boa, Spider Y Jeanne Robinson. Info: Conversion
7, Box 1088, Stn, M, Calgary AB T2P 2K9, Canada.
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TEDDY HARVIA: Except for a few tense aocsents, including
having ay heart in ay throat for the 60 seconds
lasediately before the anncuncesent of the winner of the
Best Fan Artist Huge, I thoroughly enjoyed the convention.

Too auch fun!

LAN LASKORSKI: Congratulations on winning the Huge for

Best Fanzine (by a lousy 4 votes!) May you not win again
-- I'd at least like bookends'

Letters of Ccament 15

SKEL: 1 was totally gobsaacked when I read the follaoving

paragraph from your Noreascon III report:

"Because of ay work schedule Sunday was my last day at the
con and 1 spent most of 1t in the fanzine area except
during the conventian brunch,  Fartunately [ had lats of
help all weekend, 11ke Dick Lynch, Nancy Rauban (sp?) and
Hawk who took several shifts at the table.®

Nov [ knov that Nereascon I1] was held in Boston, but
helping out on the fanzine table does not seem exactly 1n
character for Hawk, at least not as FRobert B, Parker
describes hia, Maybe he vas helping Spenser out on a case,
uh?  That's one novel I particularly loock forward to
reading.  Particularly the scene in which Havk blovs away
the Medrs Fars bad guys.

LLOYD PENNEY: I had a great time at Noreascon 2. [ know
somse people didn't like the con because of endless walking
through the Hynes, but if one word described the con 1t vas
innovative. The ConCourse vas an idea ahead of its tiae,
and fandom will find those innovative ideas and steal thenm
sercilessly for the benefit of fandom.  Subscribing to The
Mad 3 Party gave se 3 sneak previev of what to expect, and
I vasn't disappointed.

((I don’t know that fandos will have to "steal” the 1ideas
-- many of the features of Noreascon Three vere suggested
by fandos at large. What fandoa should imitate 1s the
cospittee's years-long, energetic solicitation for ‘these
1deas, and talent for skillfully serging outside ideas with
their own.})

Another wvord that described the con was smocth. [ saw no
probless in evidence, although I'a sure Mark Olson and crew
handled their share. Registration was smooth too. This
was the first time 1'd ever valked into registration and
out again within five sinutes, if that....

The exhibits in the ConCourse wvere excellent, especially
the complete set of Worldcon prograas books, the fanzines
and the Hugos on display. Seeing this kind of history and
those three exhibits in reality reminded ae just how big
this fandoa 1s, and hov aany have gone before us. [f this
exhibit can give ae that sensavunda about fandes all over
again, ‘then it's vital to future Worldcons. We're mot the
crazy kids others think ve are; we've got cur history,
which adds that third disension to what ve do.

ALEXIS QILLILAND: The SFWA suite, which was 1n the Hynes
Gonvention Center, had all the varath and intiaacy of a
zeppilin hangar.  Probably future conventions would do
better putting any hospitality suite in one of the adjacent
hotels.  The Green Room, in contrast, was guitz nice in a
vasty sort of way, especially vhen the cuffee sachine vas
vorking. Putting the saoking section in the foyer with the
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30-foot ceilings also worked very well.

As usual there vas more party than I could use, though one
of the highlights of the convention vas sitting down with
Bill Rotsler and drawing carteons.  Soseone asked if this
vas a coapetition? On reflection, I have to say no; what
Bill was doing vas providing ae setups, so that process
went a lot faster and in different directions than when |
vork solo. Synergies? Catalytic cartooning? 1 don't
know what to call it, but it was great fun,

resoved some of the aore obvious {and interesting)
mistakes, Like the statement that [ published Chip
Delany’s Hugo-vinning book of last year. MNope, &y saall
press Serconia published a hook by Chip this year, and it
hasn't yet won any awards.  And Asimov didn't write Horld
Beyond the Hill; the Panshins did. Maybe Asimov was in

((Evidently I was confused about which book Delany aeant,
but 1 believe people heard Asisov’s statesent as a clais
of authorship; at any rate vhen [ received a review copy |
was surprised to learn that the Panshins had done the
book,  Almost as surprised as [ was to get a review copy
1n the first place, given that | haven't published sore
than three book revievs in the last 12 years...))

Minor imaccuracies in Chip's report of our first ameeting
are probably because of his aesory, not yours. You're
right about the attendance, not hia, for an instance of
his aemory lapse. [ wvas at ay first convention, too, not
ay third. I'd been around an entire day longer than he
had, since | lived in Cleveland then. [ vas 17, not 13,
and about a month shy of ay 18th birthday. I was excited
by shoving a pro around the con, and probably didn't
connect his name with sf at first, but I knev I'd read one
or tvo of his books before aeeting hia because [ reaeaber
ranking on Chip about killing off one of ay favorite
characters in the second "Fall of the Towers® book.

But [ enjoyed the vast majority of your report, and
appreciate getting the quotes, the bits of gossip, the
ateospheric descriptions of things like the Hugos, etc.
Hakes ae feel amore like [ vas there, and | wish aore
people vould do siamilar,

harsh (justified) criticisa of NOLAcon and your freguent
carpings at NESFA lent credibility to your praise of
Noreascon,  One thing: given how auch you (and everyone
else) seemed to enjoy the ConCourse, it 15 unfortunate
that Jane Hawkins has not been given due credit for the
extraordinary amount of work and planning she contributed.
If you will look at your Progras Book you will see Jane
listed as Mixing Area Subdivision head (the Mixing Area 1s

vhat became the ConCourse).

({In such a large undertaking it is all too easy fo
overlook the credit due valuable contributors with vhoa one
did not have personal contact. Thanks for speaking up.))

LESLIE TUREK: 1'a hoping to publish one more Mad 3 Party,
but probably not real soon. Since the convention ['ve been
sanaging to fill ay free tiae taking courses in landscape
design. (At this stage in ay life, 1t's a lot sere funm

than dealing with coaputers.)

BEN SCHILLING: Congratulations on yeur victory in the Hugo
race, If seees to have been fairly clese, froa the
inforsation that I've seen, but it only takes one vole to

vin,

((From subsguent letter:)) I believe that 1t was the
Worldcon ballet that Donald Eastlake was talking about vhen
he made his saor faux pas. The Best Novel division -- into
Fantasy Novel and Science Fiction Novel -- also disappeared
in the preliminary business aeeting. We will probably be
back with another aamendeent or two about the Best
Professional Artist Hugo. I was mildly asused by the
struggle to lover the voting and wmaxieus supporting
acabership fee, especially as the sacond part of that rule
only applies to MagiCon and didn’t apply to any Worldcon at
the tiae of the notion. I guess the idea vas te thrav out
the new rule before it got tested..,

The fan vho couldn't understand how ConFiction's Progress
Reports got water-stained hasn't been to The Netherlands.
I vas in Aasterdas for one day in August 1988 and it rained
aost of the day. [ asked the doorsan if the weather was
always like this. He said that they rarely got such nice
veather for the weekend. [f you're going to ConFiction
pack your rain gear, you'll probably need it,

have appreciated your sending File 770 to me over the past
year. 1 found it a heartening redesption of the Hugo
process in general that your zine won, standing as it does
head and shoulders over the other =zines nominated....
Coaing in the wake of Pat Mueller's victory at NOLA i,
this gives ae some hope that fanzines as we know and love
thes still retain soae cachet in the fannish 1magination.

Anyvay, congratulations.

[ just finished reading 382, and [ vant to cosplizent yaou
on the superb picture you painted of Noreascon. As the
vision of the convention becare clearer and clearer, |
found ayself feeling ever more regretful at having aissed
it. All reports that have filtered back here from Boston
have characterized it as having been a gruelingly ecstatic
experience, but few have undertaken to create as eloquent a
description as you provided in £770:82. [t strikes se that ,



File 770:86
this was by far the best of the issues you have sent ae,
and your npassion and affection for fandea really shone
through., One gets the iapression that this event really
gave your batteries a sericus recharging, and this would
appear to be an unequivocally Good Thing.

CRAIG HILTON: I enjoyed the August '89 and October '89
issues (the ones in question.) Congratulations on the
Hugo.  Say -- hov do you win a Hugo vhen you only use one
staple per issue? Great artvork -- Taral, Teddy Harvia,
Alan White and Peggy Ranson sood out in particular, 1
love to read anything written by Guy Lillian. Your own
Noreascon [1II report vas classic Glyer. By this [ aean
that it will be noted as a valuable addition to the
archives of social history. Future historians aay discuss
20th century fandea, look at con prograese books and ask
theaselves, "Yes, but what really happened at these
events?®  And they'll bring aut their preserved copies of
File 770 for the answer. 1 hope you realize what
responsibility this puts on you, Hike,

((Thanks for the coapliaent, Just the sase let's warn
future historians to use more sources than one othervise
they will be realizing Richard Bergeron's nightaares 1in
the afteraath of Topic A -- that the reports in File 770
will be uncritically assumed to be descriptions of
objective reality., We all know better than that, don't
ve?})

HARRY WARNER, JR: Kany thanks for the 820d File 770. It
not only provided me with the most detailed report on the
Worldcon ['ve seen. It also relieved ay sind. So little
had been written about the event in fanzines up til now
['d feared that inability to bitch about the convention
had inhibited conreports and eventually the year would
coae vhen there was absolutely nothing to coaplain about
at a Worldcon and this would prevent everyone froe writing
a word about 1t.,  All the stuff I've read so far about
Moreascon has been mostly very favorable,

Your reference to disintegrating Hugo bases has caused ae
to check mine. They appear to be in excellent shape. The
cleaning lady apparently picks thea up and dusts thea on
each visit because they're not grimy so it can't be lack
of handling that has kept thea intact. Maybe it's the
smoke-free atmosphere of my hoae or it could be the fact
that I keep thes in a corner vhere they don't get strong
light and are never in direct sunlight.

Sogething else that particularly interests se in this
1ssue was the reference to fans and pros defecting froa
the Worldcon long enough to attend baseball games at
Fenway Park. Maybe after 1'a dead I'l]l be reaeabered in
fandos only for the fact that I was the first to comait
this particular heresy, during Nereascon One. Or, at
least, the first to adait in print having done so. I
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Backflash To Boston
still haven’t been able to deteraine for sure if historians
are wrong and Paul Revere vasa't actually warning the
population about the British by yelling “The redcoats are
coaing'®  but wvas publicizing the start of the nev seasan
with a cry of "The Red Sox are cosing!®

Another mesory of Noreascon One was dredged up by the
references %o facilities for the handicapped at the
Worldcon and in Boston 1tself. In the early 1970s [ was
covering the county comaissioners’ aeetings for the local
newspapers each week. They had just overseen the
construction of a large annex to the county courthouse and
after it vas apparently cospleted some vheelchair occupants
pointed out there vas no vay for thea to get in, sc 1t vas
necessary to tear up sose coapleted work in order to create
a concrete raap leading to the aain doors.  When [ got to
Boston [ made a point of inspecting the then-nev Prudential
Center to see how much more efficiently the handicapped had
been provided for. What I found vas a vooden board propped
up against a short stairway which scme good Sasaritan wvas
supposed to lay in place if someone in a yheelchair needed
to get in or out of the new structure.

In the interests of honesty, 1 sust adait that aost of the
events you descibred at this Worldcon wouldn't have
interested ae or would have sade se uncosfortable. But I
do feel unhappy for not having been on hand for that Sunday
brunch. Inevitably, there can’t be sany aore years 1n
vhich it vill be possible to asseable major fiqures froa
the very beginnins of fandoa in this aamner.... | was
particularly happy to learn that Charles Hornig was on hand
for this Worldcon, although I still think he should be
honored with a GoH role at some major con or other before
it's too late.

ALLAN D, BURROWS: As ever your complete coverage of
Worldcon is the finest thing I've read, including ay own...
I'a sure it will be a source of linos for many years ‘o
cose. | do have one small correction to aake to your

cover age,

Reagrding the Boxboro Party you said that there were
'...chefs carving huge joints of ameat in the Kzin eabassy.”
I spent the first hour or two of the party substituting for
the roos hosts at the Kzin Eabassy, (the disadvantage of
knowing the amazing young woman who not enly organized the
room but served on the concoa besides)., There was one chef
there. He had on a propellor beanie chef’s hat. He carved
one joint of beef, It was large but [ voulda't call it
huge. 1 believe there aight have been another, saaller
joint of sosething-or-other besides. There vere also chips
and pop in that voon. Let us not exaggerate.  (Not teo
auch anyvay.)

1 might as vell tell you a little of sy experiences in the
Kzin Eabassy. Part of ay function vas to keep hooligans



18 File 770;36
and amarauders froam eating the props, including a pair of
Pearson’s  FPuppeteers, one stuffed and one painted
cardboard.  The stuffed one got a lot af attention as 1t
was net too easily dasaged. 1 did try to chase one yahoo
off the cardboard puppeteer. Then I realized 1 was
talking to Larry Niven. This was far vorse than the tise
at Chicon IV when I failed to recognize Mark Hamill in the
standing exhibit; that time | was crocked from lack of
sleep. This tise | have nothing but ignorance to plead.
Niven soved reassuringly away from my as [ skulked quietly
1nto the background.

One last word on worldcon. Diana Gallagher Wu has never
had a piece of art in a fanzire that ['ve ever heard of,
She doesn't drav in the sase style as other fanzine
artists, (basically cartoonish). She sells her art as a
pro at convention art shows. She tied with Brad Foster
for the Fan Artist Hugo, Is this one aore indication that
the Hugos are leaving us fanzine fans behind? Do they
truly represent us to ourselves anyaore? Let's end this
farce. Llet's delete the Fanzine and Writer categories
from the Fan Hugos and leave fan Artist to the con art
shov auction junkies. Let's drop the Hugos before they
drop us'

((There are convention art shows scmewhere in the world
every veekend, and the attendance at even the ssallest ane
outnusbers the eailing 1ist of ar average fanzine, Faniine
fans are just one segment of art-lovers within fandoa.
In further contrast to the range of vork displayed at a
typical convention art show, virtually no fanzines publish
full-color artwork., That a given artist never appears in
fanzines 1s no indicator of how good their wvork is or how
sany people enjoy it. It would be small-sinded of fanzine
fans to attespt to dictate teras for the survival of the
Fanartist Hugo. The suggestion reeks of the *No Award"
flasco of 1986.))

CHRISTINE  LDWENTROUT:  Your Worldcon report was
delightful. Makes one wvish aore than ever that it had
been possible to attend.

The panelist who dreamed up a story (first sale) vhile
tied up in a POW simulation in Central Aserica is J. D.
Macdonald. He, with his writing partner Debra Doyle,
vrote two of the 10-book Planet Builder series for
Ballantine/Ivy and are the authors of a six-book fantasy
series, Lircle of Magic, which vill be Troll Baoks' (a
scholastic  book club) first book into the general
publishing arena,

KEITH KATO: Thanks for the nice coasents. There was one
minor error, though: 1 never aet Gregq Benford until affer
I started grad school. My first party vas at the 1974
Westercon in Santa Barbara; successive and larger ventures

occurred at  the 1973 NASFIC in Los Angeles and the 1976
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HidAeeriCon, Greg did not altend these cons to ay
knowledge. I began grad school in October 1976, and first
aet Greg as ay professor of Mathesatical Metheds of Physics
in April 1977. And the rest, as they say, 1is..

BRIAN EARL BROMN: File 770:82 has arrived with your

Worldcon report and I aust say it was delightfully written,
yith sore detail than seess huaanly possible to reameaber.

The ConCourse sounds like a really neat 1idea. [t also
sounded just a bit like the vay British conveniions are run
-- that is vith a pub in the back of the fan rooa so people
could mingle, browse the exhibits or attend the pragraasing
as they pleased. At least that's the 1mpression ['ve built
up over the years, not that ['ve ever gon2 to 4 British

convention,

I hadn't realized that Andre Norton was so frail she had to
be vheeled around the convention 1n a chatr. [ guess that
aakes ae all the amore glad that Noreascon Three thought to
ask and she thought to accept this honor. [ suspect her
books have brought acre people into fandos than any other
SF writer, even Heinlein.

_________ [Deputy Director, Facilities Division,
Noreascon Threel [ such appreciated your Horldlin report
in issue 82,  You reported on a lot of things [ wiszed and
I got & really good idea of events by reading your
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descriptions. I never got to the Boxboro party, so your
description was really welcome. And while I did get to
the Sunday brunch, thanks for your reprints of the
coements, They brought back scme very goed feelings.

One thing I wanted to correct -- while 1t is a small 1tes
in a long report, it's isportant enough., Since ] vas sort
of involved in sose of the resolution of the aatter, 1
wanted you and File 770's readers to know that regarding
the theft and the "sting" operation, the theft did not
occur during the con,  The dealer’s vehicle wvas broken
into on the sireet before the dealer’s rooa was ever
opened or set up. In other words, this wvas not a theft by
fans. In fact, it's possible that sose of the other
thefts were by aundanes who vere working the convention,
While [ assume that any major gathering of people 1is a
target for thieves, and undoubtedly out oé 7000 pevple
there are some dishonest ones, it's important to note that
the oproperty taken was stuff that anyone would target.
Any aundane recognized Stephen King and Batman as popular
and hot iteas. This isn’t to ainialze vhat happened --
but T think 1t's isportant to keep in sind that the vast
majority of fans still appear to be honest and concerned
for each other,

An added note on the "sting operation.” I'a not sure it’s
accurate that the dealer had a shop in the city -- 1 never
did learn who the person was. #hen Worldcon stafi
apologized for the hassle and the probleas caused hia (of
course, his dealer's goods were confiscated as evidenceby
the police) he reportedly replied soasething like, ‘“oh,
vell, that's okay. This 1is the sost fun (meaning the
sting) I've had at a con in a long time.” We really were
sorry it happened, and appreciated the work done by the
police, the dealer’s rooa staff and the cooperative dealer
who didn't have a very good conm.

On a different note, ['a a little puzzled why you vere so
down on Effinger. 1 thought he locked spiff in his tux,
and don't understand why his comsents airroring fehrig's
words were in such bad taste. George has had arun of bad
tiaes, and it seess likely he vould feel lucky. If you're
referring to fehrig having ALS, no way in the world wveould
George Effinger aake fun of that,

((I figured as long as | was being so unsparing 1n
reparting people’s reaction to my own Huge acceptance
speech, it wouldn't seee like [ was picking on Gearge when
I reported Fran Skene's negative reaction. [ thought he
was funny ayself.))

Mike, congratulations on the Hugo and thank you for your
very good job during SF Tonight.

RICK SNEARY: Thank you for sending the convention repert.

1 enjoyed reading it, and shaking ay head. 1 just can’t
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elieve 1% 1s all real. WNe live in an age vhen the
nbelievable happens tvice a veek, so I guess [ shouldn't
.2 surprised. But 1 am sort of grossed out. How can
anyone manage sogething s huge? [ once said, putting on a
con wvas like producing a Broadvay musical, wvithout
rehearsals. This one sounds like an  Hollywiod
extravaganza, dene by Busby Berkeley, with only one take.
To @e going to scmething like that wouldn't be fun, ‘though
it sure as John Cazpbell would be an adventure. That party
you described sounded like sosething Hollywood would think
of for picturing the super-rich or infasous at play. |
have griped about the fringe-fan attendees, who have
coaplained about things at the con, as if they were paying
to attend a theae park and it hadn't lived up to 1is
promises. When 1 was going, 1 thought of ayself as
*joining” the Convention society, and ! vas part of the
con, and also responsible for the way it turned out. But
nov days it is just a show. And I can't see how soae of
the lov level grunts get any fun out of 1t...Stuck at soae
job and missing the fun... But -- gripes like that can't
really hide sy adairation for a teas that can work together
than pull it all off. 1 have been on three Worldcons and
this vould frighten se. [ boggle, too, that so =any fans
can work together and not be at each others' throats, or
backs. 1 reaesber vhen they first proposed bidding for
Westercons two years in advance. Ackeraan and [ both
alloved hov it was hard enough to hold a comaittee together
for a year, they would never last for two, Maybe they make
fans differently.

They certainly are "different” to this old herait. 0Of the
nases you mentioned, well over 80% were total strangers to
ge. A few nases I recognized as nev fans, like Spike, and
some old friends like Bruce and Fred, but for the zost part
they vere strangers. 3igh

It has come to appear that Fanzine Fans, vho used to be the
top of the pyramid, are nov a mnority in the field.  And
for us First Stage Fans, ,ihe feeling of being strangers in
our~8wn house:” The Corflu Con seeas an answer, but aost
would still like to go to Worldcons, once in avhile.

HARRY MWARNER JR. I was pleased to learn that Elvis showed
up at the Hogu ceremony. But you should give details
because I'd like to know if ay theory is correct: he faked
his death and vanished from the public eye for years

because he vanted plenty of time to learn hov to sing.
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DAVE LANGFORD: [ thought [ aust (quite justifiably) have

been hurled froa your satling list; 1 hope the horrors
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which sloved you down have nov dispersed. Post-Conspiracy
shock left ae awfully quiet through 1988, buv on the uothe
hand, the death of Ansible did spare ae froa having to
tackle the Nolacon Horror and the Great Hugo Ballot Hess,
How well I reaeaber, froa the days of the TAFF wars and
totally incoaprehensible Swedish scandals, the despair at
reading thirty pages of accusation and counter-accusation,
and wondering hov to sussarize thea in the page or so you
think you can aanage before actually screaaing.

SHERYL BIRKHEAD: After tales of the desolished mimec | vas
surprised (pleasantly) vhen File showed up, As long as
the Horldcon continues to be run by volunteers there will
be bad-time probleas (as pointed out), [t has been
pertodically ementioped that perhaps the tise for a
professionally run con has arrived...vell? Then again, if
the the Worldcon ran saoothly fans would have to find

other topics to wax vitriolic over!

the sasquerade on closed circuit television in Boston. 1
knov 1t's expensive, but being able to see the Hugos and
the masquerade on closed circuit would be terrific. 1
reaesber BoSh handing out the Hugos in Atlanta (I hope ay
faulty aeaory doesn't fail se on this one) while setiing
up a Slightly Higher in Canada room party, and thinking
hov convenient that all vas, « -

DERISLeY PINJUM: & zezsage for [lsyd Peansyr Jadranks has

drawn a picture of se, and [ proeise to send it as scon as
she hands 1t t{o =e.

_____________ [ have\l01‘?@?&&%he?contretenps betveen N3
and other parties v1\q regard=dg the™ sﬁ%bio{ous'
talloting on the Hugo nominatfons. | notefthe follagviqg
erabarrasseents Horldcﬁh@oas have cﬁtlltted in the pas)
ten or so years: _ ; ,!
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It's Later Than It!s Ever Been!
1) Iguanacom, in vhich it vas discovered alaost foo late
that the person responsible for signing the Phoenix
Convention Center had not done so, nearly leaving [guanacsn
vithout a hose.
Z) The ConStellation fiasco, in which a concor thought 1t
had a bottosless pit of aoney,
3)  The Australian concom which embarrassed 1ts GoH by
publicly asking him not to charge against his hatel roon
since they were out of soney.
4)  Conspiracy, vhich somehow or other ran afoul of 1ts
creditors and was forced into bankruptcy.

..] have been told that the MWorld GScience Fictian
Convention 1is the largest such gathering in this country
still run by non-professional staffing, I would say that
1t 15 about time that this situation be changed and the
sechanics of worldcons be turned over to professional
staffing,  You know, people vho can do things like set up
reasonable hotel contracts, run thr aechanics of the Hugo
balloting, deteraine security requireaents, and so forth,

Other organizations which have large gatherings case to
this conclusion years ago and have gone the route of
professional staffing. Granted, SF conventions are not
huge mcney-raisers, with wealthy exhibiters buying floor
space that subsidizes the rest of the convention, but with
budgets that now run an appreciable fraction of 2 eillion
dollars, which may not be so such in cosrarison with
General  fotors but is more aenky than sosi concoa  meabers
handle in their personal lives, it would seea prudent tg
have a professional staff. Otherwise, sooner or later,
sose convention coamitiee is going to go over the line,
really offend soseone, possibly do scsething overtly

tllegal, and thousands of SF fans will find that the local
‘\\\\Tter5777‘*hai~gut a padlock on the door of the convention,

l\sggghlsed 1t hasﬂ\t happened before now.
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