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Bditorial Wote. _

A small number of fans in Tngland received some unexpected and very sad
news last month with the arrival of the ilarch issue of SPACEWAYS,  Since my busihess
is quoting, T aquote in nart Harry 7arner's words on introducing a poem "Moestitiae
Encomium" by Earl 3ingleton, "Mditor's Vote:. It is Web,12, 1941 as I tyne this
dumny page, and in today's mail came notification of the tragic death three days ago
of Berl Singleton.. Less then s week ago T heard from him last; I hed asked him to
write a regular column for this magazine and he had agrsed, promising to send the
first instalment of it «ithin o few days, These two pages--—4 and 5--had besn held
cpen for it that will never arrive, **%*A]though T never met Barl, our correspondence
was steady and the loss is greater to me than most fans will realise,. I am positive
that he would want me to publish several manuscripts of his I had accepted for
Spaceways, A long noem which was originally intended for a- future issue of this
magazine is nublished below, and snothsr poem will appear in the contest issue, as he
wished, A third item, his short story "Goddess on His Arm", T feel it is better not
to put into print, however, in view of its nature and the tragic circumstances,.,H¥#jr*

Personally T was not lucky enough to have known Singleton, azven in the
only way I can "know" other fans - through the interchange of letters. I had writt-
en him only once, However, from what I know of him, Singleton vas one of these fans
whom it 1s a nleasure to hear of in America - he took no vart in the fan-feuds,. Hav-
ing studied for three years in the Wlectrical “ngineering Nepartment at the Mass—
achusetts Institute of Technology, he graduated M, %c., was offered a scholarship by
the Maths Nepartment and was doing gratuste work for & Ph.D. at +the time of his death,
Singleton was‘ ‘he &ditor of one of the latest 113 fan-magazines - NEPENTHE, devoted to
the printing of verse by both fans and nro authors, 3,

' And so passes on a<fe110W_fan M Har £ - 15}

% %* * * * *

There was not a great deal of comment on’ the last issue of GA; and so

I'm grabbing the chance to include several, extracts from letters not dealing directly
with anything which has so far apneared;, To begin with, the question of intelli-
gence, education % propaganda has been simmering for some while in Ragatzy~Tebster
letters., ; o g s ok

ANTON . RAGATZY "You claim that :the ‘more intelligent and/or the better-
educated are less influenced by pronaganda in the imnediate nresent, Pell, this mdy
be so. I know I stated my case, that thig was incorrect, but I wish to restate my
views, any revision being due to evolution in opinion, * * * * Modern education is
naturally tainted slightly with various provaganda of government, nation, and the
churches, according tc its source, Otherwise, however, it is impartial. Othér
forces, forces of the contemmorary world, in the® shape of party propagandsa, all tend
to divert the individual in their sdecific direction, snd at a time when the individ-

ual is insufficieritly logical in his reasoning and immature in his intelligence, Now

when a person., early in life (this refers to the average, you understand) adoﬁt§ a

viewpoint, he usually keeps it, and the longer he keeps ity the less flexible his
mind becomes. Fis ohilosophy becomes 2 habit, If you can keep all education im- ;

- partial; ‘and Af you cen nrevent the individual's access to theoretical or abstract

provaganda until he is quite mature in intelligenqe -= then, and not until then, will
You have the opnortunity for correct reasoning. I still think education sn insscure
method of securing unity of opinion, and unity, of action, * * * pctually, any mis- '



é/ #" apnrehensions which may have appeared in my original comments on the subject -

were caused by the following 'logical' sequence:- FaESCs :

(1) The fact thet in Nazi Germany, the najority of uneducated were wholly in support
of the Nazi policr, and anti-British, @ - : : :

-62) The fact thet in Tazil Germany, the madority of educated were wholly in sqpport
ef the Nazi nolicy, and anti-British, ; :
. (3) The fact that in Britain, the meiority of uneducated were “rholly in support
af'ythe British pvolicy, and anti-Vagzi, _ 3 : 5

(4) The fact that in Britain, the maiority of educated were wholly in support
~ of the British policy, and anti-Nazi, : : 7 :

(5);Ehe‘fa¢ts (l) and (5) can be accounted for by the suscentability pf the un-
gducated to provaganda. i %

(6) The facts (2) and (4) can be accounted for by the susceptibility of the
edugated to propaganda. ; :

(7). Recently ‘I heve discovered an alternative to (8) - T

(6) The facts (2) and (4) can be accounted for by the économic, commercial or
finencial interests of the educated,* * * Actually, I believe it a combination of the
former (6) end the revised version,® A

It will be'noted that this makes no mention of intelligence, but only of.
education, Should anyone cars to venture to break a lasnce on either aspect, he will
receive .a —arm-welcome: here, ; N

: £ % 3 % £ % % - * b *® s £ = % #” %

EDWIN MACTDONALD, in a letter —hich kicks off "¥hat do you mean, by Gad, sir!®, makes

: this interesting observation: ™By the "ay, you might ask via the
peges of the "Gent", how many feans keep their liking of science-fiction a closely-
guérded_secret.él could name e Ffew =who make no secret of* thsir dislike of it&7, &
don't let their neighbours, friends (+Ho aren't* fans); or mors distant relatives,
ever see-them. with a stf, magazine or writing to brother fans, etc, I'm afraid I
don't .go about with a big badge-"Science-Fiction Fan"--stuck. on my lapel: people'd -
think I was "queer" - the peovle Mgo dascribes in the "Gent", Perhaps T should have:
said, hov many fans do not keep it a secret?"’

This ‘looks like an interesting subject for nsychological research., 7Vill - ‘
readers please discuss it fully in their next letters, becoming as dntimate as they "
feel judicious 2?2  Thanks, Incidentally, ®dwin the Mac is one of the younger - school
of fans %, as will be readily seen from his remarks, destined to go further than most.

: ! E * # = * S %
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= Brooding sadly that no letter from young Fookins had arrived for some :-
time (true: my last ong =8 a-bit long), I took to leafing through my vast pile.of . f
his past oness...an extremely pleasant task, In one short 16~page effort I found -
the following sample of the gentlest art, preceded by some rather insulting remarks
about sophisticated acquaintances,  Mr. George Medhurst, who has also sinned in this
respect (Adaptive Mltimate  indeed.,.green hair % carrots dangling in front of noses =
huh!) ney be interested to learn that the Tebster yesterday svent much vleasurable “
time being vally to certain sophisticatefd persons' mother (a bracing widow of some 60 -
summers,-whom he once asked if she went to the flicks’alone), and she. informsd him °
cheerily that after another four years' study at Aberdeen, his best plan would be to
carry on abssa, guess where ? Cambridge, Yes, Same people are crazy, 3 _
ERIC C., HOPLINS: "Have just remembered the name of that bally ballet fellow:- gz

Constant Lambert, and he's an "nthusiast! /in %, on swing,/ But Sir :

Beechame, .00 Tut, tut: a sad case,  Mind youy he's not above having his little Joke
even with the adoring vublic., ° I'well remember the time I went to a Sunday afternoon
Beecham Coneert to find that old Tom had lightheartedly deleted Mozert's 40th, Symphony.
- and substituted some "Varistions »mon the theme: ""nder the Spreading Chestnut Tree'™!
. True it is, that he also -added Modart's 4th, Violin ‘oncerto to the vrogramme but

*




3/ neither of these cheery nieces made me cry half as much as the GoMinor Symphony
woudd have, Luckily for the public's morsle the chief work, Tchaikowsky's 5th,
Symphony, was generously left in and boy! 4id old Tom s'ing it!  He struts about
very statelily, y'know, but when he gets down to business it's really dom - and up
again like a jack in the box, .Tum'oing around’ v.faving his arms, W’iggling his eve--
brows (for the orchestra's benefit), mooning his noble brow (for the audience's ben-
efit), he fair radiated youth % energy and ro=red into the exciting finale, even once
emitting an appealing bellow which rang across the hall (Jueen's): T did not cateh
the words, but gather that the general message was "Hit it un, fellera!", They dida
e, the poor mugs who paid, collemssd =xhausted in our seats; while the Pill King
strode triumphently from the frantic scenc, Tf you've never seen Beecham perform
then you really must before you die; even if you must drag him from retirement. "
Oh London Town's a fine torm - and London's sights are rare,  ®h, Rric ?
% * ”* %* * % % %*

And now NDicky-bird lMedhurst, As I expected, it was sbout 2 or 3 days
after I stencilled the last ish that word came from him of a large & lavish Peace
between the Youd # the Medhurst, ° Good = it had to be, As T quote the following
passage it must be remembered that RGM is really, as Yorick says, "a most saintly
fellow". He ambles through life dripning beneve}ence on all his fellow men - except
the Smith, So does the Webster, As you will see, the Var Against Smith is a
matter of deadly seriousness; 'twill be pistols 800N,

R. G, MEDHURST: "“Quote from Smith in *®,M,":~ 'Rather a curious point you raise about
my sticking to surnames in letters, I think myself that it's the lsegt
remant of my secondary school education, coupled with shynesgs, It doesn't extend,
of course /of cdurq§7, to verbal communication, in other words, speech, ! ****pAgqure
You I haven't forged this! Couldn't possibly have brought myself to forge that lagt
horrible circumlocution, 7ell, look here, don't you think this momentous announce-
ment should be published, in, say, GA.?. Or would it be ethical to get Ray's permis-
sion first? éﬁé was told to object if he objedted: had quite enough time to droo
us a p.cs if he diq;7 Thich sentence inaugurates my Campaign for Drawing the Tangs
of Smith. .Splash him all over the place as "Ray", and never againm let innocent fan-
dom be terrorised by the monstrous ﬁ%rsonality fabled to hide under the grim nom=-de=—
guerre of "Smith", Te already have a "Mon", and anyway "Ray" is much more suitable
for letting Light into that Dark Place.* * * Hereby demand adequate space-allowance
in GiA. for my Campaign, or else, All the best, G." ...Call it the CD"S, men,
* * # % % 3 * * % )

CONSENSUS OF OPINION DEPT. C of 0 would tend to indicate that the name The Gent for

GA finds fairly general favour, So be it, gentlemen, so
be 1t The Gent, Still, T may be allowed my lonely lewd snicker over Art Milliams'
suggestion, the Gent-less Tart ? Not quite that touch of the assthetic which is in
CSY's original suggestion; but funny, to %imple minds, :

% 3 x £ * £

Some comments on the last issue, from, firstly-—--
ANTON RAGAPZY: ™ ',,,real leisure for worthy objects., Such as politicss,, ' (Hop-
kins), This is a fine examle of intellectual snobbery, = Me find

the whole process in a logical order as follows:-

(1) of this community, a certain number of individuals, either for ma%¥erial gain or
from mental inclination, dabble in the science of govermment, known as politiocs,

(2) The remainder of the community are known as the politically ignorant mass, and
are allergic to any serious indulgence in politics,

(3) The present system of society vlaces the responsibility for chbice of govern=
ment upon the interested and uninterested, the capable and incapable,

(4) This responsibility ensbles certain parties, individuals, or groups, to make
use of the mass to lend weight to their political schemes or policies,

(5) Many 'intellectuals' have noticed this problem, and offer, as a solution, the




4/ education and "versuasion" of ths neople in volitics, thus making the whole
community nolitically conscious. :

(6) This step would mean that the gap between ndiviiual and individual, party and
party, would widen, parties would increase, and ¥ community would be dissociated
into bickering, quarrelling little groums, each nu.ling in a different direction,
would increase volitical insecurity and, in other wrds, would make a damned mess of
the whole affait,

(7) A1l this will be the result in . the present stdie of affairs. But since the
recognised necessity is to change this, why base your reforms upon it? If the
individual is not interested in politics, it should hot be necessary to waste time
'persuading' him in order to ensure that problem 4) disapoears.

* * o % 8 G *
And secondly, DONALD HOUSTON: "Re the current issue of G.A.  "ith this issue it
improves in my estimation 1007 In fact the only thing that's wrong with it is its
‘nickname' & I hereby put in a vote for it to be changed to the Gent,***In this issue
I see that a certain Mr. Hanson /just call him Meurice Henson - we'll kmow who you
mean/ picks Unknom's fine stories to pieces, > .ss far as I can see he really has noth-
ing against it except for the 'whacky! yarns. _I would advocate a second reading of
his criticisms_°_7 I grant that some of these are rotten, but what is wrong with "The
Mathematics of sagic® /nothing - except that I read it & haven't the slightest idea
what it was aboul/, or for that matter "The Indigestible Triton"? /quote J¥B, 3:7:40--
"so. 'Indigestible Triton,'which I enjoyed, desrite the shoddy writing,"/  Again,
"Lest Narkness ™all* was no® ons of the 'sinigier’' types of varns, yet it is ome of
the best storie: that sver sppeared between "Mak's" cevers, I agree with him over
the matter that the sinister yerns are the besgt, but mot always, no, not alwsays, Az
an example of this I give "Put Tithout Horns®, I see that he tends to favour this
yarn but personally I consider it to be one of the worst tales of the year, Then as
to the short stories. - “fhat he could see in "All Roads® % "Tarm Nark Places" beats
me, ~ "It" wasn't much beiter. In direct contPast to these are "The Truit of Know-
ledge" # “"The Devil's Rescue", two fine shorts, but vhich are not sven mentioned by
ilr, Hansom, " .

I print this as an excercise in comparative criticism, Compvarative,
because it should be compsrsd with the two samples, by Hopkins % Hanson, lest issue,
purely as criticism, not =ith any regard to the concilusions reached, And also
because of the fact, to which most older fans are blind, % which I have bBeen deliber-
ately ignoring, that while Houston is a fairly representative sample of the ma fority
of Pido readers, Hanson, Hookirs, Ragatzy, Burke, % the others,...are not. A pity.

* * * £ %*

PC from CS: "You will, T trus®, appreciate the exigencies of the editorial life which

are forcing me to withdraw your instalment of *The Road to Tame®", even
after two vages of it had been stencilled, This withdrawal has nothing to do with
the merit of your vwriting, which is at the least adequate, but is oactasioned by edit-
orial realisation of the insuwperable difficulties lying shead for those who would
follow after, I am ultimating Smith to do.the whole thing himself, saving which it
will be sbandoned,  THE S'RVIVORS has actually been abandoned (after my Part 3 had
been stencilled); Bill Temple has flatly refused to »rite it in Jthe bath, which is
the only spare time he has now, Expect soon a nice chatty letler on the cost of
stencils!" :

This raises an intriguing point, 11 all those whom I haven't already

"~ asked kindly let me %now vhat (if anything) they read in bath. © Statistics later,
® * * * * * * * *

Yeur TIncle Doug lets domn his hair & tells a bedtime story: "Remember a scheme for cir-
culating MS3 7 I asked if anyone would care to Join in..,TDoughty, Holmes % Houston
said Yes, Being exnerienced; I wouldn't let mere apathy deter me, Bit, tho the &
authors were the antithesis of the readers in consideration % helpfulness, due to there
being a war om only four MSS were obtained betwsen them all. So, dear readers ? For
elaborate figures on the number of authors asked, apoly DHouston, Ors.ccscscescocesces I



excercj.se

