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Yes, chilluns, this is the fapazine written, edited, and published
by one Lynn Bridges, 7815 Navy, Detroit 9, Michigan. It is done whenever
the mood strikes, usually once each 3 months, is supposedly for the ben-
efit and enlightment of FAPA members only (altho non-members have been known
to get copies upon receipt of a stamped, self-addressed envelope and a crisp

ten dollar bill), md the editor disclaims responsibility for anything he
may have said herein.

The usual proccdure of starting with pagc one and writing straight thru
h2s been changed for this issue of INSP, -~nd this is the last page to be donec.
However, other pages were donc in order, and the INSP policy of being typed
directly on the stenecil with no previous writing or dummying has been strict-
ly adhercd toe. I hadn't oxpected this large an issue, but the thing just kept
growing,

INSPIRATION is written to satisfy Just onc person, mysclf -- »nd bascd on
those grounds this issuc is 2 success becruse I had =2 lot of fun doing it. If
anyoneé clse should hoppen to like it, so much thc better. I'm finally getting
the duplicator lickcd, ~ltho it put up ~ stubborn fight, ~nd think th»t I can
promise .a better job along thosc lines in the future. However, =fter spotting
@ number of typoprsphical crrors upon mimcographing, I've made 2 ment~l note
to proof-rcad stenecils aftor this.

This issuc is much norc like the sort of thing T've wanted to do for 13
long time, and futurc issucs will be somowhat similar in appo-rsnce, ~ltho
they'll hardly be this size. A standard of nbout 20 pnages will probnblv be sct.
Rcasen for the bulk this issuc is that I'd Jreatly undercstim=tcd the numbcr
of psges tzken up by the "history" which did mannge to squccze out almost every-
thiag clse. I could have prescntdéd it in installmcnts, but wented to gct the s
whole thing out of the way at onee. It was written for my own ~muscment Ty-
how, =nd I doubt if very many will find it intcresting. :

I never did finish the l-st issue, but just sent on what I had complcted
in time to make the de~dline. So I didn't gct nround to thanking =11 thosc who
heiped out in the preparation of INSP during the years I wns in the army. So
many thanks to Harry Jarncr, Jack Specer, Russcll Chouvcnet, =nd Dick Kuhn for
turning mimcograph h=ndles -nd to Don Thompson for cutting -stcneils.

The mastheads in the history didn't turn out as well as I'q hopcd, partly
boeause it vns almost my first exp.ricnece 1t attackiny = steneil with snything
other than a typowritcr, -nd pertly because I was in 1 hurry ~nd did a 1at of
work frce-hand that I should h-ve done with a straizht-edge.

A few lines left, so I'll indulge in the curreat f-d of rating thc pre-
vious mailing according t2 school marks. I san do that without violating my
principlc of never revicring - mailing. A is reservad for truly cxeceptionnl
mags, B is for thosc iwhosc m~terinsl I found very interestiag, and € is for
those whose material dida't "ppenl so much. D, I won't go into that,

A - Fan Tods, Sustaining Progran, Phanteur, Horizons, a.

B - Scicnece Fiction, En Gnrde, Browsing, A Tnlc of the Evons, The Time-
binder, Wnlts Wramblings, Glom, Fan Dango, Elmurmurinss,

C = Beyond, Full Length Articles, The Fantasy Critic, BT, S~F 3av-nt,
Light, Phantagrnph.

D - Falling Pct~ls, Gutcto
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The first issue of any professional science-fiction mozazine was dated
April 1926, This issue of this fanzine is dated April 1946. The similarity
in dates is all the excuse I necd to do something 1've long wanted to do, and
that is to write a somewhat personalized history of the science-fiction maga-
zine,

o, I haven't been reading science-fiction resularly since the first is-
sue of AMAZING (I was 8 at the time), and I herdlv claim to have read all the
science-fiction which has been printed. In these respects I can hardly be
qualified for the job of historian. Also, in the period before 1933, my col-
lection contains more blanks than anvthin: else, since I've never tried to be
a completist. So if I don't mention any of your particular favorites from the
pre=1933 cra, it's probable that it's for the rcasen that I don't have them.
Any stories printed after 1933 which aren't mentioned are stories which I con-
sider not especially worthy of mention, altho some of thenm may be good.

Early in 1942 my collection came to a temporary halt due to the influences
of the Urited States army, so this "history" will cnd at that staze.. Now, with
apolozics and excuses out of the way, besins the history.

HUGO GERNSBACK
EDITOR
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IN THE BEGINNING THERE WAS GERNSBACK

As every good fan knows, the first science-fiction magazine was AMAZING
STORIES and the date was April 1926, It's also common knowledze that the ed-
itor was Hugo Gernsback, the managin~ editor was Dr. T. O'Conor Sloane, the
cover was by Paul, and that on the editorial page appe-~red the word "scienti-
fiction", an abomination which has persisted ever since. The lead story was
"Off on. 2 Comet", by Jules Verne. Also represented in that first issue were
such stalwarts as H. G. Wells, Edsar Allan Poe, Austin Hall, and George Allen
Enzland. Thus, science-fiction was born.

Now I'm up azainst the vazaries of my collection, tor after that first is-
sue I have no AMAZINGS until the middle of 1928. Then comes a consecutive run
frem July 1926 until the end of 1929. After that, the collection drops back
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into a hit or miss proposition. HYowever, under the bland assumption that noth-
ing of importance happened during the intervening time, I'1l1l take up the history
again.

In July 1928, Gernsback still hadn't run out of reprints by the masters, and
Wells' "The Invisible Man" occupied a large section of the issue. There was
also a'story by Gernsback himself. My own favorite from the issue is a slhiort
by Bob Olson, "The Educated Pill."

It was with the August issue that things really got moving. Cover and lead
position were given to a novel by an unknown writer, "The Skylark of Space'" by
Edward Elmer Smith. To say that this story made s-f history is a somewhat mild
statement. Compared with present stories and later storics by the same writer,
it seems slow-moving and loaded with unnecessary scientific detail -- but com-
pared with stories from its own era, "Skylark" was really something new and
great. It was an imaginative story on a scale which had not previously been
seen, and set a new standard for this type of fiction.

Almost obscured by “"Skylark" was a story which definitely didn't deserve
obscuring, It was Philip Nowlan's "Armageddon -~ 2419 1. D." and had as its
hero one Anthony Rogers, who later evolved into the comic-strip character of
Buck Rogers. The writing in this was far shead of its time, and it seems a
pity that Nowlan didn't stick to writing science~fiction stories instead of
comic-strip continuities.

One of the few Quarterlies I have is from the 1928 era, and contains the
cxcellent "The Sunken World", by Coblentz, Originally in the Summer 1928 issue,
this story was later reprinted in the Fall 1934 AMAZING Quarterly, and is an ex-
cellent satire in the best Coblentz tradition.

Quick thumbing thru of the next few issues shows nothing of particular note
vntil the February 1929 issue and a couple of better-than-averaze shorts, West's
"The Last Man", nd Breuer's "The Captured Cross~Section." In March came the
sequel to Armageddon, Nowlan's “The Airlords 'of Han", which illustrated all the
more that Nowlan could really write. With the May 1929 issue, Gernsback was no
longer with AMAZING, and with the June issue, AMAZING for the first time had
competition., But more of that later.

For the remeinder of 1929 there was nothing that I consider particularly
outstanding, altho AMAZING did finally acquire a new artist by the name of
Wesso to replace Paul, after a couple of VEry poor covers.

1930 began well, with several better-than-averase stories in the January
issue, and one of exceptional merit. This latter was titled "When the Atoms
Falled", and was the first story by John W. Campbell, Jr. The story, incident-
ally, concerned an invasion from Mars and atomic power.

And now, once again, I'm compelled to skip a period of months and Just see
what is available in the few issues I do have. The June 1930 number has a space
pirate story called "Piracy Preferred" which is much better than the aver age
space pirate story, possibly because it was written by J. W. Campbell. In this
story are a couple of characters named Arcot and Morey, whose names are famil-
lar to many s-f readers. Coincidentally, an artist named Morey is also now in-
stalled on AMAZING covers, Wesso also having deserted to a rival as had Paul.

November 1930 finds another Campbell story, "Solarite", again with Arcot
and Morey, and a new member, Wade, making up the now-famous triumvirate., Wade
(you'd nover guess) was the pirate of "Piracy Preferred". The Campbell stories
of this era stand out from their contemporaries, which accounts for their fro-
quent mention., In the same issue are a couple of very good shorts, Coblentz:
‘ilissionarics from the Sky" and Williamson's "The Cosmic Express." A glance at
the December issue discloses nothing cxcept a very poor Morev cover —— =nd thus
ends 1930, .

1931 is the really lean year, so far as my collectidn is concerned. The
only copy I have is that of January, but it is a very worth-while issue since
it contains "The Prince of Space” by Jack Williamson. A good story, even ihn
it does concern space-pirates. '
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The February 1932 ANAYINC Las two stories which I liked. One was Lein-
ster's "The Racketeer Ray" and vhe other Jones' "Planet of the Double Sun".
The latter was the second of the Professor Jameson series, which was enjoy-
able until it became boring thru repitition. Unfortunately, I don't have the
first of the series. June finds another good, ~nd somewhat sarcastic, story
by Leinster, "Politics". July's cover deservedly goes to the Vincent adven-
ture story "Thia of the Drylands." August has the start of Cloukey's "Swords-
man of Sarvon', which I likecd but don't know just why. It nlso has "The Last
Evolution" by J. W. Campbell, a bit different from his usual type, but zood.

Every story in the September 1932 issue is worthy of note, especially
Williamson's "The Lady of Light." A new and fairly popular series was started
with Skidmore's "The Romance of Posi and Nega." Later atomic developments
have antedated this series, but it seemed good at the time. Also in this
issue was the last of a generally cood series which I haven't mentioned be-
fore, Burtt's "Lemurian Documents", an attempt at translating mythclogy into
ultra-science. Jones' "Suicide Durkee's Last Ride" rounds out the issue, =nd
shows that Jones can write stuff other than Professor Jameson.

The October 1230 AMAZING has Binder's excellent "The First Martian."

In November we find Olsen's "Captaln Brink of the Space Marines". Titles in
the Decerber issue disclose nothing which I particularly remecmber.

In January 1933, AMAZING tried an experiment. From the e~rliest days of
Science-fiction, covers had always supnosedly illustrated a scene from one of
the stories therein -- but now AMAZING tried a series of symbolic covers by
Cismond, delegating Morey to the interiors for thc time being. The first of
these syrbolic covers wasn't bad, being a spaceship design done in a subdued
blue. But laver Sigmond showed 2 strange penchnnt for fish swimming in what
was apparently space ~nd for dragons.

As for stories, ~s is often the sase with me the story =t the back of the
1azazine is the one reacmbeored most. Name was "Radicalite! and author was
Murray. I was quite intercsted in chemistry at the time, which protably ex-
plains my liking for that goriiculsr story. The February issue seems unim-
portant, altho pcrhaps it's just the trouble I had turning past that Sigmond
cover showing a arazon clutching a spherical spaceship ns tho it werc a bowl-
ing ball.

Tr.3 March, 1933 AMAZING has a Campbell story, which is invariably worthy
of notc¢, 3But this one, "Beyond the End of Space", is especislly so becnuse
of its haniling =nd scope. In April I find a short, Bird's "Universal Merry-
Go-Round" which I liked. May had Jones' cxccllert and longz remsmmbered '"Mar-
tian and Troglodyte".

I missed Tarner's "Tumithak of the Corridors", but liked the sequel,
"Turithak in Sharm'", which was in the June issue. Also of merit in June 1932
was Olsen's "Crime Crusher". July and Auzust were the last of the large size
AMAZINGs, and contained nothing I especinlly remember.

1933 was a gencrally had vear for the pros, but AMAZING seemingly held
out lorger than the otha s. The old Clayton ASTOUNDING had already folded
and WONDZR w=s on bi-mcnthly status before AMAZING missed an_issues At that,
AMAZINC skipped only one issue in 1933 and had a reeord of 7% years as a
monthly before it hsappened. Tha% record wasn't broken for another ?% years.
With the October issue, MAZING resuvmed monthly publication wnd went to small
size. Unfortunately, the event is oniy of historicol note, as none of the
stories has -ny speci-~l aerit.

In December 1933 we Jind our old pal Jules Verne azain on the contents
page, but that issue did at least have Olsen's "Four Dimensional Escape" and
2 fair Professor Jameson story to 1lift it partially out of the rut. But, by
the end of 1933 \HMAZING had settled into a groove from which it was ncver to
revive. Itts stories were t.o quiet for its era, and altho it would continue
fer over L years longer, the old AMAZING was in its doath throes. There were
nanv of us who mourned, for the signs were plain even then.
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But AMAZING was still far from being completely dezd, for in the first
issue of 1934 there was E. E. Smith's "Triplanetary". Altho this story has
never received the acclaim accorded the Skylarks and Lensman series, it is
one of my favorites. Originally, it was slated for the Clayton ASTOUNDING,
but when that mag folded, WMAZING was lucKy enough to get .it. This story
represents Smith at his best. :

February finds Philip Nowlan and a time-travel story which is above aver-
~ge, "The Time Jumpers”. Not until June is there another story which I remember
as being particularly good, and this time it's Rosborough's "Hastings—=1066".
December is marked by Leslie F. Stone's "R-pe of the Solar System", which prob-
ably isn't as good as I remember it to be. 'nd those few-lines are about the
only comments I have to make on the 193l AM'ZING =- altho that was the year
the other 2 s-f mags were really opening up science-fiction.

1935 gave promisc of better things, for the January issue saw the start
of Campbell's "The Contest for the Planets". This story was in the besgt Camp-
bell style, altho not quite so grlaxy shaking as many of his efforts, Very
good tho. I nlso like the next AMAZING serial, Kostkos' "Earth Rehabilitat-
ors", which started in the March issue.. In August, Coblentz' "The Golden Plam-
etoid"is worth reading. .

With the October 1935 issue, AMAZING went bi-monthly and also changed to a
slizhtly more flamboynnt format. The stories remained senerally podor, =ltho in
this isste Schachner's "Uorld Gone. Mac" vras zood. Deccrmber finds Stone's
"The Fall of Mercury", which isn't bad, ~nd a story by one Ruymond A. Palmer
which is. , :

In 1934 and 1935 AMAZING managed to start the year with something excep~-
tional, despite the gcneral run of their stories. 1In 1935 they didn't, altho
I enjoyed Kestkos! ®We of thz Sun® in the February issue. April finds Prof-
essor Jameson for the nth tine, bu%t a little better than usual.

In August, I likoed Hasso's @He Who Shrank", altho I'm probably in a class
by myself there. 3But it wasn't until the October issue that AMAZING had any-
thing really good during 1935, 1t was Cempbell again, and with one of his
greatest stories "Uncort-inty." Tiis is one of the few stories which I'd care
to call a "classic", ~nd there is ~reat temptation to stop trping and do some
re-reading of this story. CScience~fictisn lost one of its greatest writers
when Campbell became an editor.

But that was the last great effort of the old AMAZING, for during the en-
tire year of 1937 I can find no story which seems worthy of mention, nor is
their anything in the twe i1ssues of the old AMAZING published during 1938.

The April 1938 issue appeared under the same format 25 the preceding is-
sues, and nad the same editor, T. O'Conor Sloane who had been with the maga-
zine from the start. CGCoservent readers, however, will notice that the pub-
lisher was no longer Teck, butl Ziff-Davis, and so can probably be consider ed
as the first of the Ziff-Lavis AMAZINGS. However, I, =long with most other
fans, consider it the last of the Slonne AMAZINGS —= and somehow, we rezretted
its going. For this was essentially the same magazine which had first popu-
larized science-Jiction. Its fault was that it kept on printing the same tyne
of fiction, rather than changing to meet the requirenents of a more advonccd
and demanding reader. Even in the later years, there is a2 sort of quiev tran-
quility about most of the Sloane AMAZTNIS which is somesimes cnjoyrhle.

As you've probably guessed, this is being typed direc.ly onto a stencil
(as is evervthing else in INSP) withont any notes and with no props sxcoept
stacks of magazines which I leaf thru as I type. This is he Lth paze, and
I've just completed the old AMAZING, which gzives some idea, fcr the first time,
of the size of the job I've undertaken. Ah, well, I cau ouly try and hope that
I can finish the job. I hate to w-ste the sbencils I've already cus. So bear
with me friends while I so back to 1929 and bring the otha s-f mags up to date
before finishing the Ziff-Drvis /MAZING. :
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GERNSBACK TRIES AGAIN

The first issue of SCIENCE WONDER STORIES was dated June 1929, just two
months after Gernsback had left AMAZING, and for the first time the idea oi
competition was paramount in science~fiction. Gernsback had brought others
from the AMAZING staff with him into the new masazine, chief among them perha.
being artist Paul. SCIENCE WONDER generally followed the same lines in size
and format as AMAZING, but science-fiction had grown and was more lively than
it.-had been in the beginning. Consequently, the first issue of the new mag-
azine was quith an improvement over the first issues of the old.

This, unfortunately, is one magazine about which I can make very few
statements, due to the usual collecting difficulties. I've had somewhat pher-
ominal success in picking up first issues of s-f mags, and have the first is-
sue of SCIENCE WONDER. But it is the only one of the 12 monthlies that I do
have, and likewise the only quarterly I have is the Vol. 1, No. 1. And that
isn't much to go by. ,

That first issue had H. G, Wella' "The Diamond Maker", but the rest of
the storica are new and generally quite good. .Lead is given to Lester and
Pratt's "Reigh of the Ray", altho the Paul cover is based on Marshall's '"War-
riors of Space". The latter was a story of the invasion of earth, which was
old even at that early date, My own choice for best story of tha issue is
McDowd's "The Marble Virgin®, whish concernd the turning of a statue into life.
Humorous ae the 1dea scunds, the atory was fairly realistic althe written in
the slower and heavier style. populst at the tima, Coblents' "The Malking of
Misty Isle® wnsn®t bady, and 32 eapesfally {ntaresting today when the papers
are full of repapts of volesale 1slomds riginz in the Paoific, Sometimes
sciengs-fietion does eome trus, . :

T™he Fal) 929 Querterly has s striking Paal eover ~- stpiking, that is,
from the usg of @olors, Secene is a simple one, Juet 2 speceship floating in
space with a few typleal Pml spucesuits hanging around it apparently making
repairsy But the background, whigh 28 evidently supposed to represent space,
is a vivid gold in color. The effeot, from the newsstand point of view, is
striking. .

Lead novel in the JQuarterly wae a translation from the German of G2il's
"The Shot Into Infinity", which I haven't rc-4, but which seems to be remark-
2bly gimilar to Verne's immortal flight to thc Moon story. Wwith my penchant
for picking obscure stories, T'll choose Parker's short "Gravitational Deflec-
tor" as being quite delizhtful. Clare W. Harris' mor. serious "The Artificial
Man" also had merit.

T T T T T e L W N W R
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WINGS WERE NEW

In July 1929, just one month after the first issue of SCIENCE WONDER,
Gernsback started still another seience-~fiction magazine, one devoted to the
future of aviation. AIR WONDER stories had 2 short life, only 11 months, but
is still remembered almost with reverence. In appearance it was strikingly
similar to both of the other science-fictiosn mags 2lready on the market, and
the cover artist was, of course, Paul.

It seems amusing now to look at the illustrations of futuristic airplanes
and see such things ~s exposed landinz gear and other former types of desien
which have been dispensed with on present planes. In this one industry, at
least, science-fiction lazted behind reality.

The first column of one story, Keller's "The Bloodless War", is truly pro-
phetic, The first sentence is "In 1940 the United States was unprepared for
war." And the story concems mn attempted surprise invasion of the United States
by Japan, Unfortunately, Keller is » little off the beam in hie ideas of the
actual use of airplanes in warfare. He speaks of sending a "large fleet! of 26
planes to destroy New Orlesns, and the planes happeri to be single enzine types
carrying 2 singzle bomb which weighs "over a ton". S5till, the story was z00d.

Skipping to the November issue, we find on of the most startlins of all
Paul covers. The scene shows a golden city on top of a choandelier supported
by nothingness in the middle of a cerise sky, with pencil shaped airships dart-
ing ~bout. Title of the illustrated story is, natur-lly enough; "Cities in the
Air" and the author is Edmond Hamilton. In the story it is expiained that the
cities are located in the sky to free them from dust =nd bacteria. Apparently
the simpler process of 2ir conditioning w2s overlooked. The story concerns a
war in the next century between thc 3 all-domin=nt powers on earth and is quite
z00d. Had the laté war turned out differently, the premise of three powers
with centers in New York, Berlin, and Tokyo would have been quite feasable. In
the story, Peking is used instead of Tokyo for the Asiatic c¢apital, In the
same issue, I a2lso like the burlesqued "Suitcase Airplanes."

To start 1930, AIR WONDER presented George Allan England's "The Flying
Legion", deservedly one of science-~fictions classics, altho it's =nother case
wherein reality has caught up with the science-fictionsl devices so0 accurately
described. So far s the science goes, this story is one of the most accurately
prophetic ever written.

In March, Hamilton's "The Space Visitor's" is a good story which exploited
the theme of the immortal "Sinistcr B-rrier" by quite a number of years. The
May 1930 issue was the last of the AIR WONDERs and had no stories of unusual
merit, altho Repp's "The Sky Ruler" was the best of the lot.
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SUPER SCIENCE AND SPACE PIRATES

The advent of the Clayton ASTOUNDING with the Jamuary 1930 issue was in-
teresting froa a stuatistical poiat of view. For the first tine a science~fie-
tion .agazine was started by someone otheor than Hugo Gernsback; for the first
time a science-fiction magazine was published in small size and for a price
of less than 25¢; and for the first tize a sciense-ficiion magazine was in the
hands of a publishing company primarily concerned with fiction mags rathar
vhan science magazines. The Clavton ASTOUNDING was prinarily interested in
reaching the general reading publics rather than a selected group,

It is unfair to say tho, that the new iagazine was not so mach interested
in the guality of their stories as tiey were in circulation. The sane charge
zan Le made of a nuaber of other magazines, including the Gernsbacks, True,
t"e Clayton mag specialized in ndventure, but they were nften excellent science-
fiction. WNot generaily realized now is the fazt that Clavton was one of the
foremost iuality publishers of the time, altho they used pulp format. The
leading Clayton mag of the era, FIVE-NQVELS, had the reoputation of consist-
eatly printing stories of the best slieck qualitv. So the new ASTOUNDING was—
n's just another "pulp'. The editop of the Clayton ASTY'IWDING, as every fan
knows, was Harry Rates.

1530 was one of the big years in science-fiction history, and the new
tvpe of literature was becomning increasingly pooular. W#with the start of AS-
TOUNDING, there were 710 less than L twonthlies on the market, and it's not gen~
erally known that in 1930 thers viere a total of hl wornthlies and 8 quarterlies
pubiished, 2 figure guite a bit in exzess of that of teday, nd comparing fav-
orably even with the banner years of 15hD-hl.

Cover =rtist for the ne: ma7 was Wesso, who held tha=t spot, I believe,
tor every issue of the Clavton mag, and generally did s good job altho his
pictures generally suffered froan an overdosa of a3tion in line with the mag-
azine's policy. The story vitles in the first issve are a kev to that policy
-~ "The Beetle Morde", "The Cave of Horror", “The Stolen Mind", "Invisible
Death". My own favorite in the issue was the simply-titled "Tanks" by Lein-
ster, altho it is somewhat doubtful iF this can be considered science-fi-tion.
It was realistic enouth, bib concerned = survosed war in 1932 which ended with
the as-yet-unproved assertion that infantry was no longer useful in war. aybe
I'a just prejudiced thru being a former infantriyaan. Leinster also had some
accurave prediztion of the invaluable use of what he za'led "fog~gas" in war,
wiich was of interast to e becsuse I was nrinarily concerned with screening
swokes for my first two army yvears. Suffice iv to sav that this is one story
1've read several vimes. Cover spot on that first issae was given to "The
Beetie Horde'" by Rossean, and the storv is about as the title would indicate.
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During the time that it was published, the Clayton ASTOUNDING was my fov-
orite reading, possibly bezause I was at the age wheire I aporecisted that tipe
of story more than the stuffy seewing stories in its rivals. Unfortumately, I
wasn't collectinz at che time, and a nuaber of those stories are but nenories.
In the issues I have asanaged 1o collect, there-are 'a number of stories wphich
I remember reading at the time., Three such stories are in the February 1930
number. -- Vincent!s "0ld Cromuton's Secret”, Pelcher's "ifad .usic", and "The
hief of Time™ by Meek. ihy those particular stories stand out I don't know,
Guess that I just enjoyed them.

In March started on of Cunuings' best novels (he occasionally wrote good
ones), a straight internlanctary adventure called "Brigands of the Uoon". The
April number brought -ore gosd adventure with Burks! "Monsters of Moven". The
pace for the new mag was being set, More adventure in M2y, with Roussecau's
"The Atom-Smasher" best liked,

In July there started one of the best of all the Clavton ASTOUNDING ser-
lals, Burks' "Earth the M-urauder" which reversed usual procedure and made the
sarth the invader rather than the invaded. In the sane issue was Wright's
“The Forgotten Planet", first of the ex-elle-t John Hanson stories. September
brought breuer's unusual "A Problem in Comminication", a story well ahead of
its tine.

And th:t coinle es mv sioelk of 1930 ASMIINDTINGS, so we skip to ¥srch 1931,
That particulsr issue is one to renciber, if onlv for the enioyment I zot from
it at the tiqe. Tws stories are worthy of note, Cunmings! "Beyond the Vanishing
coint" (Cwnainzs could do things with his life-in-an-atom olots until he wore the
idea out) and Williamson's "The Meteor Girl." On re-reading, these stories
don't seen quite so good, mt the uwemories of them IRELieE .

The July 1931 ASTOUNDING is sonething of a banner issue, 2nd I remenber
every story quite vividly, altlo it's besn years sinzce I read tnemn. It's hard
to pick ay favorite froa ithem, so I'id 20 in conuents paee order. First was
"The Doom Irom Planet L' hy 4iiliamson, whigh capitured my youthfnl fan-v alnost
as amch as did Winter's “The Hands of Aten". But I'l] pick Holmes' "The Slave
Ship from SpaceM as best of ths 1ssue, despive the title. Even by sodern stan-
dards, the 3chachner-Zagat "Kevolt of the Machines" is good. Last zones another
Cumnings story, "The Eiils of Tiae." I only have the last installwent of this,
but from aciory I'd sar the whole thiny was good,

U:lober had Starzl's "In the Orbit of Saturn" -- space pirates, but zood.
Anotha Jump, this tine to January 1932 and Burks' "The Mind Yaster'. I don't
have its predeccesor "ifanape the Mig ty', but remember boih as being good. In
June of 1232 T liked Vincent's "Vulcan's Workshop™, Simak!s "Hellhounds of the
Cosnos” and Ernst's "The Eaid on tle Teraites."

At this staze, evil days descended on seieace~fiction. The depression
was at 1ts desth, 21d strancely there seeied little tine for such escapism »s
science-fiction. ASTOUNDING was forscd to skip two months and reapnear in Sen~
2nbir as a bi-moathly. Tt was al.ost the ead., In September, Scrachnerts
"31laves of lfercury' stands out, with Endersby's“Disawned"following slosely.

Last issus of the Clayton ASTOUND 43 was arch 1933, and it left the field
in a nild blaze of 3lory with sus® storics as Vincent's "Wanderer of Infinity",
vest's "The End of Time", Williamson's 'Sslvaze in Space and Leinster's "In-
vasion", In the lattcr story, !einster azain provss himself quite a prophet,
altho not of dates. Fe uses the tern "United Nations" but is L2 vears off on
the date in which it startad,

frus the Clayton ASTOUNDING left the field, after compiling an enviablae re-
cord. It especially pioneered in the develop ent of the well writlen science-
fictlon~anventare tipe story. Ia this brief resune, I realize of course tnat
I haven't senticned onay of the outstanding stories, such as the Jauk Carse
serics, I jast “on't bave tPen for rofarence now, aitho aemory of the: is still
Vivid,
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WONDER STORIES was actually not a new magazine but a continuation of the
original SCIENCE WONDER, and the dropping of the word scienze in the title
took place in June 1930. It was supposedly a combination of SCIENCE and AIR
WONDER, but practically AIR WONDER was dead and after completing a serial
which had been left dangling with the demise of that mag, WONDER no longer
¢laimed any association. Gernsback, of course, was editor, with David Lasser
listed as managing editor and Frank R. Paul as art direector. Psul's art dir-
ection seened to consist of doing all cover and interior illustrations him=
self.

The first issue had two pretty good stories, Kately's '"Incredible Mon-
strasity" and kaymond A. Palmner's "The.Time Ray of Jandra.® Nothing partic~
ularly exceptional in that first issue, and nothing to indicate that this was’
the mag which was to be unjuestioned lead:r for the next few years. The whole
thene of WOWDER STURILS seeaed to be experirsentation -~ experimentation in
story themes and writing styles, in foramat, in price, in policies. And that
willingness to try something new brought forth several classics and a nurber
of interesting stories. :

Once again, I'm compelled to skip issues gquite often in this resume, due
to lack of coapleteness in .y collc:tion. First skip is to October 1930 vhere
vie find Hansen's "The City On the Cioud" the most interesting of the group.
€. A, Saith's ‘'Marooned in Andromeda" is also worth while reading.

YWith the November 1930 issue, WONDER changed to small size for a brief
period, In that issue, my best liked story was John S. Campbell's (not John
%i.} "The Invulnerable Sscourge®. WN~=xt, a long jump to the May 1931 WONDER
and several good stories. There is the beginning of a verv good translation
from the German of von Hanstein's "Utopia Island®, Williamson's “Through the
Purple Cloud", Fratt's 'war of the Giants", and John B. Harris' "Worlds to
Barter., The latter is my pick of the issue. The August number offered the
Schachner-Zagat "'Venus tlines, Inc.', Herbert's iThe world within", and Stang-
land's "The 35th tHllennium.

By April, 1932, WONDER was again in large size and published on slick
paper, one of the most pleasing forn=ts in the historv of science-fiction.
"he stories, cen:rally, were pleasing too. Best among them, probably, was
Thomas D. Gardner's "The Last Wgman". This storyv bears a resemblance in plot
and title tqQ VWest's "The Last ifan', printed earlier in AMAZING. The resem=~
blance was intentional, buf{ what was intended partially in burlesque turned
out to be an exeellent story in its own.right. One of the greatest of all
pessimistic future-war stories was in this isswe.toe,y Carl W. Spohr's "The



Nz INSPIRATION

Final War". Also of decided merit were Campbell's (John W.) "The Electronic
Siege" and Stangland's '"50th Century Revolt." The lay issue couldn't quite
keep up the pace, but it did see the .printing of one of my personal favorites.
For straight burlesque there has never, in my experience, been anything to
equal the farce by one Fpaminondas T. Snooks, D.T.G. c2lled "Why the Feavens
Fell"., Relegated to last nlace in the issue, 25 are so many of my favorites,
L've never read a short with so manv. laughs, and never seen a better story
ending. This was a classic. . ;

Aungust 1932, ané still large size -altho back to pulp stock. Liked Beat-
ties "The Platinum 'Planets'" better than any of the others. "The Space Cof-
fin" by Hilliard was also good. September has an experimental cover instead
of a Paul illustration, but ncne of the stories =re worth mentioning except
possible Stangland's '"Crossroads of Space": ' In Octoba ihere is the likeable
"Mester of the Asteroid" by C. A. Smith and Coblentz' "Planet of Youth".

With the Novenber 1932 issue of WONDER came enothar experimental cover amd
a price drop to 15¢, the first tine a s-f mag W ever sold for that price. M

particular stories worth mentioning, December had the excellent "Space Rays"
by J.W. Campbell and the very good "Time Express" by Sclachner. The Campbell
story is a burlesque to rank with the best of that type. ’

March 1933 has 2 couple of stories of interest, one of them being "The
Rotet Technocrat” by Schachner. The other was tre first'in a popular series,
Manning's "The Man Who Awoke." Like too aany popular series, this one kept
going too long until it was worn out,

In April, WONDER went back to the 25¢ prize, altho keeping le=rge size.
Schachner sagain came thru with a good story, "The Hevolt of the Scientists", and
Miller's "The Forgotten ian of Space” is worth reading. In June, Binder's
"Hurder on the Astersid" is good guace-opera.

Like the other s-f nags, the depression had caught up with WONDER, and at
this stage the aag went bi-monthly briefly. In the July-August issue we have
Pragnell's "The Isotope ¥en" heading the list. October has the excellent "The
Moon Tragedy" by F.K. Kelly.

With November 1933, WONDER went back to both small size and monthly pub-
lication. Perhaps I'n peculiar, but the onlv story in this issue which seems
to stand out is another of the humorous burlesques which WONDER presented so
frequently. This one was the Fedor-Hasse "The End of Tyme". None of the stor-
les in the December issue appeals particularlv, and so we come to 193k, the
year so many fans remember so reverently.

January 193k started one of the greatest vears in the history of science-
tiction, -and WONDER played a-great vart in this, altho not the leading part,
In this issue wae the start of ‘Vaughan's "The Exile of the Skies", which many
fans rate among the classics. I liked the story, but don't consider it worthy
of that high a rating. It was well written, but the science was too weak for
really great s-f. ‘Also of interest was Ray's "Today's Yesterday", which I _
liked but which many others didn't. February gives us Cuthbert's "The Sublime
Vigil", ‘one of the most beantifullv written stories I've ever read.

March is the month in which Willi»mson's "Xandulu" started. It is also .
the month in which Keller's "The Literarv Corkscrew" and another lovely bur-
lesyue "The Brain Eaters of Pluto" were orinted. April has J. B.. Harris!' good
space-opera "The Moon Devils" and Starzl's doomsday story "The Last Planetf.

May presented one of the best of Paul's covers, a skyscraper being en-
gulfed by = flaod, and the start of the Szience Fiction League. Thé league
was the first attempt of a prozine to unite fandom, and did sone zood. As
every fan knows, the LASWS was forawerliyv the LA S.F.L. For the stories, I es-
pecially liked a this-time-serious attempt by Snooks, "Traders in Treasures'.
It!'s one of those geas which it's e-=y to pass up on first. reading. " In June
1934 there is the Keller story "The Doorbell". Keller mas a ndster of the
science-harror~mystery cowmbinatian, :
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The July 193L issue of WONDER is one of the best single issues ever to
be published. There was, for instance, Manning's "Voi-e of Atlantis", one
of the best of the popular Stranger Club series. There is aiso the start of
Binder's near-classic "Enslaved Brains", And there is one genuine classie,
by a new writer, This latter is Weinbaum's first, and in the opinion of many,
his greatest story, "A Martian Odyssey". The Odyssey represents Weinbaum at
his best, and Veinbaum at his best Was practi:ally unbeatable., There have
been sharp disagreezents about the exact stature of Weinbaum among s-f writers,
Mmost people placing him near the top. True, Weinbaun was a good all-around
author as later stories proved, but his real genius is recognized in stories
such as this, which has a charning naturalness in a tale of other worlds that
nobody else has duplicated. Weinbaum's plots were good, but there have been
better; his human characters could Stand improvement; but in the field of
extra-terrestial life there ras been noone. who could write with the charm
and realism of Stanley G, Weinbaum. _ :

Auzust has the Fedor-Hasse sequel, "The Return of Tyme". In September
we find 2,pair of unusual stories which are of merit, Manning's "The living-
Galaxy" and J. B, Harris' "The Man fro: Beyond". October's best is Binder's
"The Thieves from Isot", which is plenty good.

In November we have the Weinbaum Odyssey sequel "Valley of Dreams", a
story which is almost up to its predecessor, and we have tre start of Binder's
great "Dawn to Dusk"., In December, I liked Palmer's "The Time Tragedy"” best.

Nothing ver- outstanding to open 1935, but in the February issue there is
Binder's "The Robot Aliens", March is better, because of the start of "In
Caverns Below", a Coblentz satire which I greatly enjoyed. There was also
the fairly unusual “The Eternal Gvelet by Hamilton,

April draws another blank, and May is marred by "The Waltz of Death",
one of the worst stories I've read. In June 1935 the price of WONDER went
down'to 15¢ again, but the stories improved, Best was another Manning Stran-
ger Club story, "Seeds from Space." In July we have the start of "The Green
Man of Graypec' by Pragnell -~ almost straight adventure, but not bad, Aug-
ust is an improvemeant, if only because of the bumorous Weinbaum, "The Worlds
of If." This was the first of the van Manderpootz stories, a series I liked,
althe meny cidn't.

In Septembez we have another Weinbaum "The Ideal®, But the top story in
the issue is Bartel's "One Hundred Generations." Liked Phillips "Martian
Qesture" in October.

By this time WONDZR was almost through, and at the end of 1935 went bi-
sontbly again, 4 eouple of very short s'orts feature the Ducemb:r issue so
far as jqualitr goes. One is Connell's "Dreams End" anc the other is "Red
Moon" by Sterling.

1936 saw only two WONDERS. 1In February, Weinbaum's "The Point of View"
stands out, and Burkholder's "The iaqd World" is unusual and interesting., At
least WONDER wasn't sfraid to continue expsrimenting., Best Story in the April
1936, the last, isswue of WONDER is Jardner's "The World of Singing Crystals,”

Wonder was probably wmourned by fans more than any other s~f nag had ever
been, and its passing was a severe “low to the field. During the 7 yvears of
its publication, WONDER had presented far more than its share of great and
near-great stories. It had introdnced quite a few of the best writers in the
field, and above all it wzsn't afraid of stories with originslity. It was
probably this latter featur:, together with the, interest shown to fans, that
n05tly aesounted for its immense sopularity., The ma2gazine was good, and from
its start in 1930 until ~bout the end of 1933 it had been the unquestioned
leader in the field. Still, many fans have enshrined it with 2 halo which
it doemn't guite deserve. Hany of its hest stories appeared during the time
when many of us were first reacing sciense-fiction, and stories which we read
then often appear better in retrospect than ther really were.

@
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1933 had been 2 bad year for science-fiction, »nd not a single mag had ap~-
peired with the Septembor 1933 dateline =- the only time such a thing has_ hap-
pened in the literature's history. But in Octobar 1933, things began to bick
up. Bot WONDER and AMAZING went back to monthly publication, But the most -
important development at this period, -nd one of the most important in the his-
tory of science~fiction, was the rovival of ASTOUNDING. The Clayton ASTOUNDING
had foldcud several months before, and now the title was picked up by the larg-
est and best known of the pulp publishrs, Strect and Smith. Like Clayton,

S & 5 set fairly high standards, and it only remainéd to be scen’what the cd-
itorial policy of the new.aszazine would be. . ' =

Bditor was F. Orlin:Tremaine, and Tremaine has been one of those most im-
fluential in the deveélopment of s-f, Iuckily, he was' apparently given a free
hand so long as circulation standards werec met. : '

That first, Octobegr 1933, S & S ASTOUNDING wasn't especially excdeptional,
and about half the stories were of.a weird or fantasy nature. Bedt .4f the pure -
ly s-f storics was the Gilmore space-opera "The Space Coffin", The'jext issue
was 2 big improvenent, with Williamson's unforgettable "Dead Star Station! head-
ing the list, This.is one of the greatest shorts evor nrintéd. Also 'liked was
West's "Plane People", despite the weak seience. i or PO,

It was probably the December 1933 ASTOUNDING that first started me on the
road to ruin and rabid prozine reader. Before this issue I'd réad feirly stead-
ily all 3 s-f mags, but without any cxceptional -interest. Now I started .read-
ing them all regularly, and ASTOUNDING became alnost an obsession. I secc now
that I'm going to have a hard job in writing about tho ASTOUNDINGs of 1934i-35,
There will be » dcsire to stop typing and re-resd:-innumerable stories, .and to
mention almost every storv, During this period, and for that matt@r,;ight up
to the present, ASTOURDING printed so many good stories that, in the' interests
of kecping this to a reasonahle length,.I'l1l have to omit mmy stories which
would have becn listed had they »ppcered in some other mag. L

This Docember 1933 issug had Wandrei's "Farewcll to-Earth" and Locke's
"The Machine That’ Knew too Much™, But the story which secied ‘gutstanding to
ne and probably got mc iuto the habit of reading s-f reZulariy” almost to the
abandonacnt of all other literaturce was Schachnor's "Ancéstral Voicés". Time
has dimned some of the luster from this story, but it's stil)lTinteresting
reading, and descrves classic classification. E L

193h opened with another classic, Wandrei's "Coldassus®+; and also contained
Schachner's "Rednask of the Outlands". ‘The Coblentz "Confessions of Dr. DeKalb!
also deserves listing. "Colossus® really gave indication of “the unusual story
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themes (later cailed thousht-variants) in which ASTOUNDING was to specialize.

February continuaed the vcacc, with Mellsrv's "Rebirth" and Peregoy's
"Shert~iiave Castle". March 1934 gave us Williamson's "Eern of ihe Sun' and
Schachner's "The Tine Tapostor',

April was one of those fortunate issues which has just about everything.
This issue had the start of another classic, Williamson's "The Legion of
Space", one of the truly great s-f novels. It alsc had the near-ziassics,

"y Matter of Size" by Bates and "He from Procwon" by Schachner. Bates, the
Tormer editor of the Clayton ASTOUNDING, often turned out exceptional stories.
Schachner was, at this tine, just about the top writer in ihe field. As if
stories like these weren't enhough, that sane April issue had the start of the
Fort article "Lo!*

May couldn't keep up that pase, but it didn't do badly. There were the
indefatiguable Schachaer with "The 100th Generation", “Succubus" by Ziska,
and Diffin's "The Long Nipht." June brought forth the Leinster classic "Side-
wise in Time" (about as good 2 nane for the branches of tiqe theory as has
been sugzested) ind Vincent's "Rex". In July we have Fesern's "Before Earth
Came" and the Zazst space-opera, "Spaor of the Bat."

The August issue was almost up to that of April, indeed "legion of "Space"
wzs still running. But the outstanding feature was the 3rd and last of the
Skylark stories, E. E. Smith's "Skylark of Valeron". There were also "The
Last Men" by F. B. Long and "Warriors of Eternity" by Buchanan-Carr of out-
standing aerit. :

September has "Faaine on Mars" by Kelly., October is outstanding because
of C. L. Moore's "The Bright Illusion®, Vincent's "Cosmic Rhvthm was good.

Noveab:r 193 gove us one of those unforzetts=ble masterpieces which is
worth reading many times, Don &, Stuart's "Twilight". This ras the first story
published under the Sinart namne, and it wasn't until several years later that
it became gzensral knowledge t at Stuart was actuall- J. W. Campbell. FEither
name belongs near the top of any list of s-f vriters, and for beantifMl writ-
ing you have to go far to beat "Twilight'. Schachner's "The Great Thirst!
in the sane issue was good.

The Dezcesber 1534 ASTOUNDING was lovely. There was the start of a clas-
sic, "The Mightiest rlachine! ane of J.¥W. Campbe.il's greatest novels., There
was another classic, Galiun's Y"0id Faithful". And trere was onc of the most
controversial stories fron a science stondooint of all time in van Campen's
"Tie Irrelevant'.

1935 onenca with Weiabaum's first ASTOUNDIWNG story, “Flizht on Titan',
but prize of the iszue goes to F. E. Long for "Green Glory'. The February
igsue 1g good, with Szhazhner's "The Ultiaate ifetal', another Weinbaum "Par-
asite Flanet", Long's "The Great Cold", and the bhest story of tre issue, "The
Jachiae" by Stuart. The March issue slipoed a bit.

A couple of very good stories of non~human life mark the April 1935 AS-
TOUNDING. Best is probably Vincent's fazed "Prowler of the Wastelands', altho
Weinbaumn's The Lotus Eaters'" isn't far behind. In May wec have Stuzrt's "The
Escape!, Binder's "Set Your Jourse by the Stars'", and Daniels' simply-titled
bt exceilent "Stars”. For June there is another Stuart, "The Invaders" and
Bates'! excellent "Alas, All Thinking!". Worthy of note in July ars the Gallun
sequel "Son of 0ld Faithful', Hamilton's "The Azcursed Galaxy™, and anothe
aagnificent Daniels short "The Far Way,!

In August 1935 we ret a couple of good semuels, Stuart's "Rebellion" and
Schachner's "i*e Son of Hodnask", in addition to Willianson's "The Galactic
Cirsle" and West's cdelightful "The Phantoa Dictator". September has C. I.
Moore!s beantiful "Greater Glories" and F. B. Long's "Sky Rock".

Cctober is good. There is one of Schachner's best, "I Am Not God", the
sequel to "Twiiight!", Stuart's great "Nizht", Weinbrum's "The Planet of Doubt',
ad Daniels "Tre Way of the Earth!. Danisls is » writer seidem heard of to-

av, and his untimely death was protably all t-at kept his from being one of



1o INSPIRATION

the field's ovest known writors.

The Novembor 1935 ASTOUWDINY had Binder's "Ships thet zo-e Back" and two
good veinbauwn's "The Hed Peri' -nd "The Adaptive UWltiunatc". The latier weis
qaite a bit differeat froan the vsual Weinbaun, and it wasn't until after the
deatr of the author that it wns disslosed that this story, published under the
name of John Jessel was =2tually his, One of Weinbaun's best also stood out
in the Deceber issue, and vroved that he was G111 master of the ¢-t story,
"The Mad HMoon", {

To begin 1936, ASTOUNDING had Schachner's "The Isoctope Mon" and Van Lorne's
"Strange City". That Warnsr Van Lorne was actually editor Tremaine was a well-
kept secrat for quite sone tine, February 1936 is the month that ASTOUNDING
first had trimaied edzes. The storics weren't exceptional. March brought "Mad
Robot™ by Gallun and "Entropy by Szchaszhner. '

ASTOUNDINGs covers zenerally werca't so gzood, but April featured a veryv
lovely soeceship by Brown. As for Stories, there was Binder's “Spawn of Eter-
nal Thought” and Gallun's "Ghild of the Stars', che latter being one of the "0ld
Fait™ful" series, ilay had "The Cometeers) Willinason's first seqnel to "Lezion
of Spaze®, June had 2 new writer, koss kocklymne, in a good cops and robbers
story "4t the Center’ of Gravity'. It also had the first of a series of astro-
noaical articles by J. W, Canpbell,

July 1930 hns n Stuart siorv written ore in the style of Campbell, "Frio~
tional Losses#, In August ve gzet Weinbaum's "Proteus Island". Septeober is
unexceptional, 1930 was another bad vesr for s=f, and ASTOUNDING was shigring
the nov to the sane extent as itx co petitors. WONDER had alreadv fallen, and
AMAZING was all bub dead. Still, thre paze of 1935-35 wasn't being kept.

Uctober is better, bescause of Gallun's "Godson of Almarlu®, %allun hag
become the standby thit Schechner had been a counls of years previonsiv, The
lattor could still be depended upon tho, for ia Hovenber we find Schachner's
"The Eternal ilanderer! ranking witn Rocklynne's "Anton “oves tre Earth! for
top honors, December has C. L. Moore's "Iryst in Time". All in all, 1935 was
a preuty lean vear.

1937 opened with nothing especially worth noting, but in the February is-
sue wo have Willey's (Wilkv'Lev) "At the Perihelion" =znd Russell's "The Saga
of Pelicanm West", a spacc-opera which is pretty good. In Mareh there is Gal=~
lun's "Pires of Genesis", nnd April has Rocklynne's "Wate for Mars", "Sands
of Time" by P. 3. Miller, and Bond's "Dovn the Dimensions'. May, not so good.

June is a big improvesent, with Schachner's "Bartrsoin', Jones' "Durna
Rangue Neophyie", "Two Sanelen® by Saari, and especially "Forgetfulness", one
of Stuari's best., The July 1937 ASTOUNDING has Schachner's "Sterile Planet!
and "Frontier of the Unknown" by "Norman L. Knisht", 1In Augnst begins William-
son's"Relenzed Entrooy", along vith"Jupiter Trap" by Rocklynne.

Septeabea 1937 is another of those special issues that seem to appear ev-
€ry so often, altho at this particular oeriod they were few and far between.

In this issue began E. %. Smith's "Galactio Patrol", first of the imuortal
"Lensaan" series. Thore was also Schochner's well-known "Past, Present and
Future", along with de Camp's "Ths Isolinsuals" and "When the Sun Went Out"

by Binder. October has one of those truly great stories which is worth hun-
dreds of run of the =ill Stuff, Stuart's wonderful "Out of NightV, Under the
Stuart name, Campbell did Just about the best writing tnat hes ever been known
in science-~fiction. Noveib r is a bit of a letdown, excent possibvly for "Lost
in the Dimensions! by Schachner,:

With the Decemb:r issue cane a chanze in edivors, and the later ASTOUNDING
reviews will be handled farther along in this chronicle. The Tremaine AST had
run for 4 vears, and hzd oublishec during that period rrotably zore stories of
genuine merit than had any other s-f aag, Or even than any other s~f mag had
ever published. The Tremaine ASTOUNDING had brought a badly needed fresh out-
lodok to science-fiction, =2nd I look back upon it with almost a feeling of rev-

erence.
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With the Decamber 1939 issue, TWS went monthly, zivi ir ihe field of s-f
3 iaonthlies for the first time in over L vears. As jor stories, there were
Binder's excellent Anton York novel 'The Three Eternals'. Kuttner's space-
opera, "Suicide Sguad", and Wellmen's "The Einstein Rl oecrily

n January 1939 I like Wellman's ''The D2y of th: Conguerors". February
had Tremaine's "True Sonfession' and . A, Smith's "The Great God Awto". Rest
remembered storv in darch was Gold's "Perfect ‘urder!.

April wasn't so good, but ifay had Pond's "Prisoner s Base", Williamson's
"The Bun Haker" was excellent in dJunec. July uneventful.

Binder was back with Anton York in "3ecret of Mton Verk" in the August
1939 TWS, whiczh also had wobthy of note Wellman's "There Was no Paradise’ and
Friend's "The Impossible Figiway', TDon't resall anv of tre stories from Sep~
teiber as being outstanding. Wellnan's "The tinrlds of Tomorrow" wasn't bad ad-
venture in October. Bond's '"'Shall Stav These Souriers'! was excellent in No-
vember., Decauber closed Tw.S! most prolific yvear from a quantity standpoint
with Hamilton's "Gift froa the “tars’ and tellman's “The Life ‘achines".

Kuttner's ‘Hemembe: romorrow" in January 1941 was good, but Purks' “Cit—
adel of science was even better adventure. Februar- issue just fair, with no
outstanding stories. “larch had Jameson's 'Dead End“. April gave us Simak's
"Barth for Inspiration',a better grade space--pera.

#ith June 19h1, TuS was back on bi-monthly schedule again, but had nothi
worthy of particular note. For adventure, Yamilton's "Son of Two Worlds' wasnit
bad, nor was Wellmm's "Space Chore". In October I recomnend F. B. Long's
"Plants *ust Grow". December 1941 has nothing of note.

I've decided, partly for the sake of brevity, not to continue past the
1941 datelines in this review. I've read and have on file a few 19£2 mags, but
this nas got to end somewhere, and so it is at this point that the review of
TwS ends. During it's period of publication, TWS offered several outstanding
stories, a number of good ones, and many poor ones. Concentration was n0stly
Upon adventure, and it's surprising that good stories crooeed up as often as
they did. My main cowplaint with TWS was thei rabit of printing one of their
notorious Bug Eved Monster covers, ~nd then having one of their srtaff writers
do a story around it. Such a method is hardly conducive to good science-fic-

Sy

b W sTORIES

ADVENTURE FOR ADOLESCENTS

AMAZING STORIES, with Ziff-Davis as publishel and Raymond A. Pelmer as
editor, has probably stirred up more controversy among fans than has any other
prozine, Palmer has done many things to alienate fans, and in return fans
have done many things to alienate Mr. Palmer. Both sides have been at fault,
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THE BUG-EYED MONSTER

The Bernsback WONDER had folded with the April 1936 issue, The title was
taken over by one of the larger pulp publishers, a new word added, and the
first issue of THRILLING WONDER STORIES was dated Angust 1936, For its first
issue, TWS had the names of Cummings, Merritt, Kline, Zagat, Binder, Weinbaum,
ete. Actually, the stories failed to live up to their authors, a2ltho Binder's
""Hormone Menace" and the posthumous Weinbaum "Circle of Zero" were fair. But
TWS did provide quite a bit of competition at a time when it was badly needed.
It was bi-monthly at first, the first s-f mag to start off on such a modest
basis,

Second issue was n't mueh of an iwprovement, with Burks' "Dictator of the
Atoms" perhaps being tops. But by December 1936, TWS was well under way. In-
this issue were Campbell's "Brain Stealers of Mars', Weinbzua's "Brink of In-
finity" and Binder's "Statio".

February 1937 wasn't too much, altho I liked J=cobi's "The World in a
Box", April brotight Zagat's "Flight of the Silver Eagle” in the best space-
oper 2 tradition -- but I like good space-operas. WNething excepticnal in
June,

August was lifted quite abit by another Campbell, "The Double Minds".
October had Campbell again, with "The Imiortality Seckers", slong with Oiles
"Via Etherline" and Binder's "A Comet Passes". The Giles "Via" series was
good. For December torere was Campbell again with "The Tenth World", =id
Williams' "Beyond That Curtain®. : ; N

February 1938 opened the year well with Binder's ¥Life Eternal®, ¥, B,
Long's "We, the Invisible", and Giles' #Via Asteroid”, April brought the
first of anothar series, Kutiners "Hollywood on the Moon". Liked a connle of
the shorts in June, Peterson's "The Reinmuth Rider" and Williams* “The Man
Who Looked like Steinmetz", and in August theve wag Giles' "Via Death",

Uctober had Campbell again, axionstic of a good story. Thig time it was
"The Brain Pirates", Also, I liked Jacobi's "Cosmie Teletype". Only story I
reaember particularly fron Zecewber is Siask's "The Loot of Tine", almnost
straight..adventure. : -

Another: vear, end February 1939 had a lovely covar, altho nothing much
in the way of reading matter. Aoril was better, with Hawkins' "Men Must Die®, .
“The Jules Verne Hxpress" by Binder, and Clark's "Experiment!, :

June 1939 was the tenth anniversary issue, and TWS tried to put oul an
exleptional issue. They almost Succeeded, with Taine's "The Ultimate Catalyst',
Weintaun's “Dawn of Flame", Binder's "Moon of Intoxication”, and the William-
son space-opera '"Passage to Saturn." But their Quher nanes didn't quite come
thru, which caused a let-down feeling. August brought Kelwin sent Kuttner)
and another new series in the first Pete Manx story, "Roam Holiday", In
October there were Campbell's great "Planet of Eternal Night", Gold's "Hero',
and one of the best of the series, Giles' "Via Venus",
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and the break eventuiszlly btecsme 30 vide what “hee was no hope of reconcilia-
tion. I'wve done guite a ric ot Taluer-bai ting wsel £, all of it on the grounds
that the stories le was pubiishing ver-r. ¢t $it for reading by even a semi-in-
telligent adulv. However, Palmer wns =covatly trying for a new market ~- the
myriad of comic~magazine readsrs who weras interested in having their type of
material presented in prose. And Palmcr Fas been successful in this.

Actually, at first, Palmer tried hrard to please fandom. Himself a fan
and former writer, Palmer displaved guite an interest in fandom, to the ex-
tent of giving up the back cover position, richest of advertising profit space,
to stuff of reader interest. His various columns and letter sections reflec-
ted this interest. But the chief fault was in the stories,

June, 1938 was the date of t“e first Ziff-Davis AMAZING, and it bhad an
experimental type cover, in that it was a fall color photograph. However,
science~fictional scenes didn't lend themselves too well to actual photography,
so the idea was dropped after one 6r iwo trials. None of the stories in the
first issue were of interest.

With the possiblé exception of Pease's "Horror!'s Head", the October issue
was unimportant, so far as stories were concerned. But that issue did intro-
duce a new cover artist, Robert Fugua. Fuqua's covers are perhaps unique in
their clarity among s-f nagazines, and this artist does especially remarkable
work on mechinery, In August, which I'd overlooked for a moment, I liked
Farley!'s "Time for Sale'l,

AMAZING jumped to monthly status with the November 1938 issue, add in
that same issue Hamilton's "The ian who Lived Trice" was fairly interesting
reading. In December there were Pragnell's "Ghost of wars" and Binder's "Mas-
ter of Telepathy”.

In 1939, regardless of what one thinks of Palmer's later policies, it must
be adnitted that there were quitc a number of stories, mostly adventure type,
which could be classed as good by any standards. One of trese was in the Jan-
uary isswe, and was the first of Binder's Adam Link stories, "I, Robot!". This
particularly story had a realism and interest whic™ weren't apparent in the
later stories about this character. Vhy is it that a writer will danage the
reputation of a truly outstanding story with uninspired sequel after sequel.
I'd give "I, Robot" a classic rating. In the same issue, and very good, were
Wellman's first Hok, the cavenan, story, "Batile in the Dawn" and Coblentsz!
"Death in the Tubeway"., 1In February we bave Van Lorne's "Wanted: 7 Fearless
Engineers™. For March, there is "The Stranre Flight of Richard Claytoni' by
Bloch.

In April, Avre's "World Without Women" was the outstanding story. For
May, we have Reed's "iihere is Hoger Davis? and Asimov's "The Weapon too Dread=-
ful to Use!"., June was unimportant. A new writer, Don Wilcox, had "The Pit
of Death" in the July 1939 issue. For August, we have Wilecéx again, this time
with "Wives in Duplicate", along with Bloch's "The Man Who Walked through Mir-
rorg". Williams' "Rocket Race to Luna" and "when the Moon Died" by Wilcox
were best in September.

Another story of classic merit cane in October. This time it was Bond's
fanous "The Priestess who Rebeliled". Same issue had Binder's "The Missing
Year'". Nothing in particulsr came from the Novenber 1939 AMAZING. Bond's
"Fugitives from Earth" was tops in December.

1940 opened well, with Bond's "Sons of the Deluge" in the Jzauary issue,
February had nothing worth noting, but in March the Steber space-opera, '"Black
world" was good, and Bond's "The Scientific Pioneer” was even better.

Liked Kaletsky's "Revolt of the Ants! in Aoril. Nothing in May. The Wil-
cox adventure, "Slave kaiders from llercury” was good in June, as was Rock-
lynne's "The Hathematical Kid". July is another blank, as is August. The
AMAZING policy at this time was beginaing to bring forth a seemingly endless
list of stories of uniform un-merit. From stuff such as this is 3 good-sell-
ing magazinze .1ade, but it's tough on those of us with hopes of reading a good
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story at least once in a while. Despite Palmer's assertions to the contrary,
AMAZING did have a policy to which the writers had to write down.
Septenber 1940 is an inproveaent, because of Rocklynne's "Tre Man who never
Lived" =nd Powell's "Tre Synthetic Wouan", October brings Wilcox »nd "The
Voyage that lasted 600 vears", Nothing worth noting in Novomber or December.,
It was in January 1940 that AMAZING presented a new Burroughs! story,
"dohn Carter and the Giant of Mars", This was far from being Burroughs at his
best, but competition was none too zo0d, a:d the storv tops the issue. Wilcox's
"Battering Rams of Space' is best in February. WMaréh had Burroughs again.
April, not so good,

May 19L1, was supposed to be the 15th anniversary issue of AJAZING, altho
it was a wmonth late, It was the first of tne super-sized issues which later
became so prevalent. Out of the mltitude of stories, only two had much asrit,
and they were both by Wilcox, "The Lost Race comes Back", and "The Iron Men of
Super City". Burroug:s again in June, and not even that much in July, Burroughs
again in Angust,

It was abouth this time that I stopped reading AMAZING, altho I still con-
tinued to get the issues to =d! to mv zolleztion. Now, I don't even do that.

¥
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7~ GRIENCE STORIES

SEX

In August 1938 cane the first of the deluge of new titles, MARVEL SCIENCE
STORIES. Up until this time, all s-f mags had been one continuation or snother
of the original 3, ASTOUNDING, AMAZING, and #ONDER. MARVEL did quite a bit of
experinentation trying to find the sorrent formula for a successful s-f nag,
but never quite succeeded, altho thev cave close.

The first isste had a classic, Burks' wonderful "Survival. Burks hss
been called the King of the Pulps, because of his phenomensl wordage and ability
to write in a wide variety of fields. But he could, when he tried, rezlly
write, and I think he must have had a special liking for science-fiction. He
had turned out quite a few reiarkable stories for the old Clayton ASTOUNDING
and also for the Street and Swith edition. But, to 1e, "Survival" topped any-
thing else that Burks had ever done. Altho sunnosedly a bi-monthly, “ARVEL
was actually on a quarterly schedule, and it wasn't until Novemb-r that the see=-
ond issue appeared. This one had Burks evcellent sequel, "Exodus”, and these
two stories togetheruake one of the best series ever published in s-f. Those
first two issues 2lso had unbridles sex, in two storizs by Kuttner which con-
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sisted mostly of the author trying to find all possible wayvs of having the hero-
ine lose hezr clothing.

The Februar~ 1939 MARVEL made it 3 in a row by again presenting a story
worthy of classic rank. This time it was one of Williamson's best, which is
the same as saying excellent, "After World's End”. Witk a start like like, it
certainly seened as tho MARVEL iwas destined to go places., The February is-
sue also broug't a tewporarv end to the sex elenent, a~d had a niz: Coblentz
short, "The Weather Adjudisator".

Unfortunately, the April-ilay issue was a let-down. The Taine novel "To-
aorrow! was princed, but it was a slow, tedious, generally uninteresting sort
of story. Vincent's short "Newscast! was better. The August issue presented
run~of tre aill sciense fiction, with nothing especiallv noteworthy,

At this point, the publishers evidently felt that trey had been -right
trve - first tinme in the printing of the two Kutiner sex-stories in the first
two issues, for the naie of the nagazine was changed to MARVEL TALES, ard for
two issues sex and sadisia reigned suprene.

In Novenber 19LO the mag went back to s-f, and Gallun's "A Dictator for
All Tine" wasn't bad. The name of the mag at this point was just MARVEL STO-
RIES. In April 1941, Williauson's "Tre Iron God" was interesting.

A NOVEL OF THE FUTURE COMPLETE IN THIS JSSUE!

: ﬁ&TL @r
SUORIES =

The companion magazine to TWS, published in alternzte aonths, STARTLING
STORIES, .was started in January 1939. STARTLING featured froa the start the
idea of 2 long novel in every issue, toegether with thre popular "Hall of Fame"
idea of reprinting stories, mostly from the old WONDER. Necedless to say, the
succiss of any one issue depended alniost entirely upon the worth of the lead
novel.

The first issne started well, with Weinbaum's "The Black Flame". Strict-
ly adveature, this story was good, alt*o it was in a field which ~id not show
weinbaun at his best. Second issue was also good, with Binder's space adven- -
ture story, '"The Impossiblc world",

May 1939 fell dovm a bit, with Yaiilton's plagiarism of "The Prisoner of
Zenda" entitlied, fittinzly, "The Prisoner of Mars". July 1939 was good, with
well 1nn's "Giants froa Eternity". %illiams' lead stor+ in September not so
good, Williaason's "The F-rtress of Utopia! in November w-sn't up to the
anthor's best, but was worth reading. So STARTLING finished its first vear
with l hits and only 2 aiisses, not a bad batting Average. '

January 1940 had Hanilton's zood adventure, "The Three FPlaneteers". The
Knttner effort i ‘larc® wisn't so good. UWellman again, with "Twice in Time"
in ‘fay, a vastly better gra'e story, and one of the best to =2pvesar in START-
LING. Binder's "Five Steps to Tonorrow" in July was gosd. Friend in Septen~
.,\ . - - LI .5.,-:'. .,'—.r
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ber and Kuttner in Decerdber .ere botk - bhit off the beam. Secore for tre 2nd
vear cof STAKTIING: 3 »its, 3 miscas,

Homilton wesn't too good in Janwarsr 19L1, =nd even Welluan slinped 2 bit
in the March issuve, Friend"s "M Watar YUorid! i« ‘ay ving fsir.

July vag aver better, with Willi ason's "Iatews to Paradiss". The Bur-
roughs brothars fﬁl“bd in Seplember, altho I liked F. B. Lone's short #Pris-
oners in Flatlandg! ditl-rdts "Tie qod E=tc Kansas" vwas feir advaature in

tre Novenber 1€L1 1°'ue. Score for tne 3rd vear; 1 hit, 2 bunts, 3 misses.
This review perhaps hasnlt becn satirely fair io :TlFTLIVu,'W ich, bv
its very nature avet bz oriasarils a faturistic adveitors mmrazine., It's az-
veally generally oood, buu S qnﬂh Acoends on That one story that it's hard to
judge it in hie!l same aanner: ¥S,oohar mies,
/.-f-""
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DYNAMIC SCIENCE STORIES was a coaponion mag to MARVEL, =né a very short-
lived one, First issue was dated ? rbruarv 1939, and had 1u1t€ 2 lovelv Paul
cover, Tre lead story, Coblentaz! "Lord of Tranerica®, wasn't too bad, tut the
rest of the storics were iust sverace,

The Acril-ay issue wzs DYNA MIGts secoad and last. DaCampls "Ananias" was
good, and Binder's le~rd story "Prison of Tine' was fair.

9// / g/ﬂ
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AND ESPERANTO TOO

Until 1939 evers 01e.1 e=fiction 1azazine had had » title wrich is some
wav reflected the idea of inersdnlitw. - In March 1939 there finally anneared
a nag with the porfost thWe of SCIRITE FI3 TION, altho the title was somewhat
out of place with t'e 1nsthead slozan of ”Fwntlstlc Stories of the Futurc?,
Editor, to stort, was Jnnrllc Nornlc who had heen last editor of the old WON-
DER. The firet issue nad = Paul cover, and s lead editorisl by Huzo Gernsback
himself,
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I heve a nersonal regard for SCIENCE FICTION which is out of 211 propor-
tion to its actu-l ncrit, beenuse it was thru it that I was introdused to or-
zanized fandoi. The incvitable haprened, 2nd I eventually vrote a letter to
a prozine, the lettoer was published, and froo hen on I was lost. It just
so haopened that SCIRNJE FICTION was the 1azezine I pisked for that first let-
ter.

That first issue was practicallv all spase-opera, and not very zood space-
overa. The second is=ne, Jwme 1939, had one of Paul's best covars, and some
stories which were quite a bit better. Best was Binder's "Where Eternity
Znds", and also wood ere Gardner's “The Traitor" and Coleridge's "The Black
Comet'". I'a not even tryin~z to naravel the ost of psuedonyas which dotted
SCIENCE FICTION's pages, but just listing te nane siven on the contents page,

dore space-op ra in the August 1939 issue, best of then being Gallun's
“Stranze Creature’. October had notine in partienlsr, Decenber is another
blank. Liked Jacobi's "Sky Trap" i1 March 1940. The June 1900 issue has fair
adventure in Clive's Tre Voice lowmmads”, -nd some pretty good space-opera
in “Prozies on Venus' b Hond anc"Sastawavs ia Space” by *. K. Long. The
spize-opera stuff in October 1940 wasn't so good.

January 1941 had one stor of mcrit, Barnes' “Forgotten Future®. Harch
and June vere equally uniwwortant. The September 19L1 SCIENCE FICTION, now
under the asditorship of Lowndes, h=2d some zood sbnase-op'ra shorts, Gordon's
“Revolving vorld", Kaletsky's "“eonvy Cargo, and Marley's "A Matter of Phil-
nsophy*,

At this point, for nurnoscs oi this review, SCILNCE FICTION ended. Act-
uallv, 3t was coabined with FUTUKE FIZTION, altho at a leter date it wzs FUT-
Uhf whicn was coabined under “he nsuaz of SCIVNTE FICTION. But tat was after
1941,

SCIENCE FICTION QUARTERLY generally had one reprinted novel, together
with a group of new shorts, and the first issvwe wrs dated Summer 1$L0. The
reprinted novel was Romans' "The Moon Zonquerors". Kaletskv's "Space-Ship
Derby* was best of the shorts. he Winter 1941 issue reprinted Gails "The
Shot into Infinity', alre~dy nentioned in SCIENCE WONDER.

The 3rd is-ue, the Spring 1941, had a new story as lead novel, Reop's
"Rescue fro- Venus", which wasn't too an>d, There was 2lso nothing exceptional
abont any of the shorts. The Suaner 1941 Quarterly reprinted Cumuings' best
story, "Tarrano The Conqueror®. I also enjoved Woods' "Earth Does not Reply!
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FUTURE FISTION, companion to SSIZHGH FICTION, first spresred in November
1939, and featured aich ihe sane sort of seneral spzce~opera as did t e latter.
In tre first issue, Hagrard's "World Reborn® was fair. In “sreh 1940 I liked
both Willianson's “"As in the Beginning! and Asiaov's "hing Around the Sun”.
Best in July was probsbly Rocklynne's "Prophecv of Doon". Olsen's hunorous
little short "Our Kobot Maid" is the only story in Noveab r that stands out
in retrospect, altho at the time I'd probably have rated a couple of the oth~

Q
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The Welluan “30th Centory Duel™ in Aoril 1941 was fair, oand Lavond's "4
Prince of Pluto’ i 2w zeod. 'Licber's "Ther Mever Come Eack" was eood Sp2ce-op-~
era in the August zdition.

The Octoper FUTURE FICTION wos combined with SCISNCE FICYTION under the FU-
TUKE name, nd undur the editorshin of Lowndcs. - Bost of the storices was Pear-
son's 'Pogo Planet". Best in Duceabar 1941 were a counl: of the shorts, Mor-
ley's "No Star Shnll Fall" and CGroutch's "Salvage Job',

iy
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SPACE -OPERA SANCTUARY

PLANZT STORIES was dedicated to the proposition that the gznerzlly most
successful s-f story was the space-opora-adventure type, and proceeded from
the start to publish stories of that type almost exclusively. Tkey hove, in-
cidentally, zenarally printed very po-d stories ~long thosz lines. The first
s~ mag to publish on a juarterly sshedule, the: have the excellent reeord of
following that schedule to The lettsr.

The first issuc of PLAHET was that of Winter 1939, the winter issue of
PLANZT, unlike otha aags, being the 1last of the wear instead of the first.
The first issue provided the general motif for all PLANET covers, that of the
scantily clad airl, imperiled by semi-hunan monsters, being rescued by the
hero. Best of the stories in %he first issue wis the Prati-Monning "Expedition
to Pluto',

In Soring, 1940, we have Selwyn's '"Revolt on the Eart--3far" »nd Rock-
lynne's "The Tantalus Death" as best in the issue. Rocklimne is again best in
the Swamer edition, with "The Forbidden Dreaa", ¥all has Bond's "The Ultimate
Salient', one of the best siories svar printed in PLANET, Wiilians' "Quest on
Io", and Wollheim's "The Planet that Tine Forgot". Ac tre end of its first
vear, PLANET was doing nicsly in its specialized field.

Some shorts, Danzell's "Castswsv", Rocklynnds "Atom of Death?, Eond's
"Beyond Light", -nd Brackett's "The Steilar Legion" f. ature the Winter issue.
It was Rocklyans again in Soring 1941 with "Sxiles of the Desert Star'.

Most interesting iten in Suwar 194l was Bond's trvy at poetry, "The Bal-
1-d of Blaster Bill", Cover on t“is was by Finlay, with the usuazl PLANET sub-
jeet., Paul did the cover for Fall, with no change in the pattern. Best of
the stories were Binder's '"Vassals of the Haster World" =mrl Bond's "'Shad-~
racht'",

The Winter 1941 issue had an interesting cover variation. This tize it
was the scantily 2lad girl saving che hero. The stories we-re much belter.
IThure was Bond's "The Lorelei Death, loskowitz' "™an of the Stars", Narman's
"A Planet for Your Thought's", Hasse's "Thief of Mars", and F. B, Long's "The
Mercurian. In gensral, very nice sn-ze-opera,
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SUPERMAN IN PROSE

~ I've always felt that it would be possible to present an intelligent
s-f mag based upon one character, or better vet, one particular future civ-
ilization. CAPTAIN FUTURE was such an attempt, but was far from being the
successful answer. Juite rightly, it has Dbeen condemned by fans.

It wasn't too bad at the start. Altho the character, Captain Future,
was nothing special ot different from a hundred other s-f characters, author
Hamilton did have a pair of good characterizations in Grag, the robot, and
Otho, the synthetic aan. The writing was passable, for sclence-adventure,
and I managed to read tre first few CFs. I was reading everything in those
days.

CAPTAIN FUTURE was a quarterly, which about right for frequency of app-~
earance. The first issue was the Winter 13L0. FHowever, I'm not going to
mention any particular story, or do much of any discussing of the stories.
This is one nagazine which it would be best to forget, and is just the type
of stuff a non-reader invariably associates with s-f.

CAPTAIN FUTURE suffered from one incurable fault which it has in common
with many of the series of stories based upon one character which have appear-
ed in many s-f mags. Each story tries to outdo its predeccessor in scope of
action, until the whole thing gets out of hand. According to the author's
reasoning, after his character has saved the world in one story, he can't pos-
sibly go back to a more jprosaic task in the next. Eventually, he winds up
saving the universe, leaviag the puzzled author to wonder what happens next.

In addition to the lead Captain Future novel, CF printed shorts, most of
them quite poor. It also printed, serially, s-f reprints of longer stories,
starting with Keller's "The Human Teraites". Obviously, a quarterly is not
the ideal place to publish serials, and the first one took a year to finish.

In the Winter 1941 issue, CAPTAIN FUTURE started another serial, Edward's
"ifatiny in Space", and this one was finished in onlv two installments. The
two shorts in this issue are also of werit, Brown's "Not Yet the End", and
a better type space opera by Vincent, "Grave of the Achilles". In the Spring
number I liked Binder's "Ice, F. 0. B., Mars". Binder had another good short
in Summer, "Memos on dercury", and this issue started the reprinting of Man-
n1ng‘; "Tge fan Who ﬁwoke".
~ In the fall, 1941, issue, F. B. Long had what was probably t -
iginal s¥ory printed by CAPTAIN FUTURE dﬁring its figst'tmo yles?e gizieor
was "Long,.Long Ago", it's a slightly differmnt space opera, and might be
wortp looking into if you're one of those who just filed away his CFs without
reading anything in them. I alnost missed this story mysalf'.

Pt
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What the field needgd, decided the mowers thzat be in the publishing field,
was 2 good 10¢ s-f Magazine, So it was that in FPebruary of 1940, ASTONISHING
STORIES becane the first and, to date, the last dine meg in s=f. Tha nane was
a natural, hgving been used for = long tine as an inaginary nase, die to its
rese.ablance in both sound and seaning to AMAZING and ASTOUNDING. The most sur-
priging thing about 1t was that many of the stories were zood.

I2 the rirst issue, for exzaple, was the well~knovm "Falf-Breed" by Asi-
ﬁai" agso“vax; zood ¥as Cross' “Ohaneleon Planet! and Gregor's “Asteroid!,

Zleprant Zarth" by Barsisy was anether outstsnding story, a verfect example
of something or ot er, ireny I 7uess, Al any rate I enjoved it and thovezht

the whole issue superiative, notwithstaading some tripe by Kwmrer. The great-
est avpeal lay in the freshnessz of plot and idea prevaleat in most of the stor-
ies,

April 1940 had Vinsent's MMaster Control" and Simak's The Spaze Reasts®.
June slipned on the percentage >f good stories printed, but ca<e thru with one
zenuine classic, Rocklynne's "Into the Darkness", an al nost verfeet Job of
handling = difficult trene. Rocklynue is one of the most consistantly good
writers in the field, and in this storv he outdid himself.

In August there was nothing exceptional, eéxcept the return of Jones'
Professor Jameson, October had some good shorts, among them Grosser's "Mister
Island” anc Gallun's "Steoson of Space". Decaaber gave us the Asinov sequel,
"Half-Breeds on Venus" and Wellnan's "Rocket of Hetal “Yen'",

February 1941 wasn't especially interesting, but the April issue had
"Heredity!" by Asimov, "Our Director! by Harry, and "Beyond Doubt" by Heinlein.
I'.e unusual types of stories which ASTONISHING was printing were its grestest
assev,

Gottesman's "ifars-Tube! was hest for September, with Hasse's "Farewell
o Mazzies" also goad., November 1941, and the last ASIONISHING in this re-
view, had the Kosklynmne sequel “Daughter of Darkness". Practicglly.evgqytvlng
said about the original goes for this one as well, althp natura#}y it ?1dn 1
have Juite the freshness of "Into the Darkness'. 3Same issue % liked virytguch
DeCamp and Hubhard's "The last Drgg” anc, gor fo1e unacaauntable reason, the

ac ase-opera "“Retreat vo the Stars®. ' B _
- (§;;O§§SHING? more than any other s-f nag a@ tbis‘tlue, sp?qlallzedIln.d‘
wnusnal type of 'stories, and for'sdie of these it is nesb*repembergd; iy Frid

i ' lds true for anv other mag, and the stories whizh are re
SERTIS holds L1 e oo ally considered as

ﬁ:ﬁgérgé longest, outsice of those reasily good ones gener

. s of an Mhastal tyve.
slagsies, are those af an wm ;s
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SUPER SCIENCE first appeared in Mareh 1940, a month after its siste
nag ASTONISHING., It was bigger 2nd sold for the iore standard price of 15¢.
And it was good. Actually, of course, SUPER SCIENCE and ASTONISHING were
the same mag, just sold on alternaite aonths under different names. The same
holds true of all other pairs of bi-aonthlies put out by the sase editors and
publishers.

The first issue suffered fron an overdose of world-saving stories, but
had twwo that were very good, Reckiynne's "Trans-Plutonian Trap" and Gallun's
“The lotus kngine". It 21so had the start of the Science Fiztioneers, rival
to the SF League of WONDER,

Second issue 1s reusrkable bLecause of a nair of stories by a pair of
stray authors from ASTOUNDING, de Camp and Heinlein. The latter usually
publishecd nis non-ASTOUWDING stories under the namne of Monroe, and vill be
referred to as sugh in this review. His story this tiae was "Let There be
Light", and veryr good too. De Samp's storv was 'Juilce'.

Nothing partieularly resarkabtle marks the July issue. Asimov's "Strange
Playfellow was best for Septeuber. Noveabszr had de Camp's "Asakore Power!,

January 1941 had Focklymne's *Collision Course", good space~opera, and
Stangland's “Buckethend”. In March came one of the best stories to be printed
in SUPER 3CIENCE,; de Camp and iller's long "Genus Fome'. Probably an AS-
TOUNDING reject because of storwv policy, this one was good., Asimov's "His-
tory" is worthyr of aention.

Mav slips a bit, with Hawkins' "The Ranmie" being best. There were a
a counle of good stories in August, de CSgap's "Invaders fron Nowhere", a some-
what different sort of invasion Story, and Orosser's unusual “"Willie Wins A
War®,

SUPER SCIENCE, like ASTONISHING, went quarterly vwith the November issue.
Actually, it had gone on quarterlv schedule the orevious issue, bub was still
listed as bi-:onthly. It was in this November 1941 issue tat several of
the nagazine's best stories were published. There was Tanner's "Tumithak
of the Towers of Fire", reviving a charachter whe had heen missing for vears,
there was Bester's "The Biped, Heegan', there was Kuttner's adventure story, .
"Hed Gem of ercurv!, But first and foremost, there was Monroe's "Lost Le-
gion". ®ven when 1t wasn't for ASTOUNDING, Feinlein could :rite.

SUPER SCIENCE and ASTONISHING were about the best of the sany titles
that sprang up in the field from 1938 to 1941, and I'a hoping that they will
be revived at soune future date with policies similsar to the old.
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TITLE WAS TOO ACCURATE

ry of COMET is, unfortunatelv, a verv short one. .The first issue
rcenber 1940, and the magazine had the ootimisa to announce itself
. For the first two issues it kept to that schedule., Editor was
o had doae so mush howards improving the mality of science-fic-
e older ASTOUNDING. The lineup of uriters was good, and it seemed
ilc set-up was a favorable one. But sowehow, COYET missed.
Jfirst issue, wrich had a Morey cover, the best story was Breuer's

Sight'. Also good were Wellaan's "Bratton's Idea" and Gallun's "Mo-

"‘/1, on', Yeb even aboutv these stories there was nothing unmusual enough

e reqaembered.  Just good, solid science-fiction. -

Second issie cover was by Paul (Faul and torey alternated on the covers)
and this January 1%41 CO iET had one vorv g00d spacze—opera, Petersonts "The
Lightning's Course". ‘

The March issuc was really zond, and it seemed as tho GO-ET was gelting
started. hocklymne's “The Imunortal", Williamson's "The Star of Dreams, and
Coblentz' "Headhunters in Nusnerica® were perhaps the best, the first being
exceptionalily good., '"We are One* by Binder featiures the May COMET.

Last of the COMETs, July 1941, had E. E. Smith's "The Vortex Rlaster!. A
good story, this, but Smith isn't at his best unless he can write a long story.
Also lixed tie Siaak-Jacobi "The Strecet that Wasn't There®.

‘he title of COMET was a bit too accurate. Like its namesake it burst into
view with briili-nce 2nd as quickly faded away.

STIRRING SCIENCE, which 1as ay nonination for being the worst title ever
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used, was suntnsed to ke the fan's delight. Yany of the sturies were fan fice-~
tlen, but unfortiumarel: sa't generally of too hish a coliber
N i _ - 3 e R -

R Hali qf biI@hIJ: S0 tasv, and it wes-in this section trat most
of the good stories were ~rinted. Sinse this is strictly a ssience-fiction
i @us 817 45 : W e s R : ) o i
rev1en,.I ~% ignore that part, whien greatlv shortens the list of stories to

be nentioned.
} 3 v Sam or AT ot . . -
e Tfe T;rfﬁ 1S42e Ans”un,t of”ﬂ;urJﬂry 19&15 and oad.one ery good story,
w.‘tfsuan 5 ! ead Center", one of the Lest satires on the ‘suner!! storv .ever
ritten.  Gobitesian, as avsry foan knows, was Cvr%l Korabluth, and under other
April and June had zenerally

aanes wrote thre bLzasu of STIWIING!'s fantasy,
poor Mturian fiction.
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N COSMIC zane a month after STIRRING, and Wollheim did a little hetter on
tois ons, from 2 silence-fiction noint of view. After the firs® issue, ed-
itor wWellheim oven chance the nane Lo COSYTR S3IANCE-FICTION,

. ‘ﬁe§zlstorles in tee Tivst dsone, farah 1901, were Arnold's Meéanica”,
;gggmgiéréghgngféflnq; ar? cjii?fq, Egt}es:zn'n ?Rgturnﬁrom M-15", and Asimov's
e Se Dense', 7 day T liked Gottesman's "Diaengion of Darkiess”, 'No

Place to Go" by Bellin, and Tanner's "The Imbrohable", I'a not even trving
to unravel cthe Futurian nsuedonins, but just puttineg thea down as thev épbéar
on the contents aa e, _

Last of the COSMIGs.was that for Julv 19h1. whie
black and whitez cover. As forr;toriile}:eiiA$:swggiﬁezignaﬁgizz ﬁfga“gqld

5, T : Was ! '§1an 2z3in with"Fire-

power", Corwin witl "Tne Sity in the 3ofa', and Davies' “Interference".

Most of the storic-s listéd above would have been lost had thev been vrinted
in ASTOUNDING, altho in SOSHIT surro'indings tnev don't seen too bad.
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SCIELICE-FICTION

I'n not certain as to just “vhen John ¥ uaﬁvbeil, Jr., tecane editor of
ASTOUNDING, but aa using the issue of Deceiber 1937 in lieu of a betlter one,
as it was zt least around that time. ‘The results of that change of eﬂltorshlp
are well knowvn, and resulted in the best science~-fiction ever published in a
nagazine -- or anywhere else for that natter.. :

The Clayton ASTOUSDING had been good, the Tremaine ASTOUNDING even better.
In fast, under Tresnaine, the magazine had been the best ever published up un-
tilsthie Campbell erafs<"so Clmpbell really nad a job to do if the magazine wasg
to iaprove still farther.

The Decempyer. 1937 issue having thus been arbitrarily set as the beglnnlng
of the new era, I'll proceed with a discussion of its contents. The improve-
mert in stories was not definitely 'noticeable at first, 2nd in-this issue I
lixed best Schaechner's "City of the Rocket Horde", Blnﬁer's "The Time Contrac-
tor", and Hussell's “Mana".

1938 opened with a story by the editor under the 3tuart name, ”Dead Know-
ledge which was up to the high Stuart standard, and also of note were Well-
man's “Plthecantbropus chectus“ and Arre's Welnbaunesque e-t story "Wihisper-
ing Satellite". Febrnary w23 not o good, altho one story iworthy of mention
was Giies! "Wayward Vorld",

March was wonderf™l., First and perhaps foremost wos the changze in naaes
to the present ASTOUNDING SCIENCE-FICTION, a2nd the stories were so wniformly
excellent that it's hard to siarle any one ot thea out as vest., If I had to
aake a choice, I'd probably pick R. D. Miller's YThe Master Shall Not Diel",
which alwost gets classic recognition. Alsc not-tou~be-forgotien are Elstar's
"Something From Jupiter", Wellman's lovely "Wings of tte Storm", Casey's "Flare-
bagk", Williams' "Flizhi of the Dawn 3tar", Peterson's "Martvrs Donbi Mind
Dfixg”, and the start of Burks'! serisl WJagon Sovs Azaig". All this in one
issue! The improve:ent was noir noticeable.

Aurll was aliost the equal of March, with one of those quietly outstand-
ing elassics that crop up every now and tien beading the list. T"is one was
Del Rev s "The Faithful®, There was also MeClaryv's very good “Three Thousand
Years", de Camp's "Hvperpelositw", Zallun's "Iszt ~ Earthnan", and Palmerds
"Matt-r is Conserved!. Aftrr two such superlative issues & Let-ﬂown was to be
exnected, tut the leidown wasn't so bad. First, therec wss one of Willianson's
greatest novels, the classic "The Legion of qun” which started in ifay 1938.
”heza was 2lso UQSb"c "3tatic! and Lane's "Niedbalski's Matant!.

est for June was Well iin's "Men Aczinst the Stars®.
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liked boot Simalt's "Rule 18", =nd khocklvnne's best of
ries, "The Men and tre slirror". One of the stosries in
sziy A ,lah“ic, she Stuart "Who Goes There?' The thene was

: : . freat went vas one of the wost excollent ever ziven » story.
Sane issue had Burks' "Hell Ship!, Kuttner's "The Disinherited” and Heckman's
"Astiroid Firates”,

The Hubbard serial “The Tradp" started in Scptembsr, which issue also had
Clark's "Double! Doublel” Top storv in October was Sell's "Other Tracks",
one of the best of the parallel ti.ie stories, =nd Simak's "Funger Death".
Rocklynne's "Who was Dilmo Deni ?' takes the nrize for Noveab:r. Decenber
was iltes an issue, wiill Gold's "A datuver of Form' rating hizhest, and also
metting ASTOUNDING's first Nova awsrd. Alsc very good were "The Mermsn" by
de Jamp. "Yelen O'Loy’ by Pel Rey, and thre Wellsan sarial "Nuisance Value'.

Best for January 1939 were <e Camnp's "The Incorrigible®, meeson s "E11
of ‘the Gods”, and Phillips' "laziden Voyage" in that order. A zlassic in tie
Febrvary 1939 ASTOUWNDING, Williamson's "Crucible of Power", =Ton* with "Pal-
ooka fro. Jupiter" a Schachner story I liked verv -uch. '

Stuart's "Cloax of Aesir" is tops for ‘larch, aitho it is closely pustred
by 3 versonal favorits of 114&, Jaaeson's himorous, '"Children of the'Betsy
B, There was also Burks' Follow the Bouncing Ball” an? Tasey's "Star
Crash'.. 3See that I neglected the Siak serial ”“OSﬂic Engineers, which be-
gan in February,

‘April has the start of anaother kWilliaasan legion serial, and one of the
test, "One Arainst tre Lesion”, Schachn-r's "Worlds Don't Care® and Jameson's
””ﬂtal" t Poison'" were verv good, altho =be latter smacked strongly of fantasy.
This April issue had also what is probably the best cover ever used on ASTSUND-
ING. wiay has Derrysan's "Sqeciql Flight" and del Rev's "The Dav is Done', an
unusual and evcellent cava-ian. I liked '"Tre HMorons'" hy Vincent, in June.

The first story by A. E van Vogt was in the July 1939 ASTOUNDING, and
it was one of the best, "Black Destroyer", which I'd rate well up among the
clzssics, Also liked wers Asimov's {irst story, "Trends", and Rocklvmne's
"The Moth". Anather new writer witn a gond story, Hc1nlelﬂ with "life-Line',
caie in August -- buit I liked de Camp's "The Blue Giraffe", and Vune01911v
del Rey's "The Luck of Ignatz" better. Also very good was Bond {Stowaway! .
The “ngelhardt serial "General Swanp, C. I. C." also raved verv hiz~, naking
the issue as a wirole a superiative one.

Septeiber is down just a little, sltho Gallun's "Masson's Secret” and
Wellian's "Forces sust Pnlance” are verv good.

The serial starting ia Octobcr 1939 was heralded as the greatest story
of T. E. Smnith's career, and I'm not going Lo ariae about that. "Grdy Lens-
aan'was nos only Saith's greatest storv, but was as good as anvthing I've ev-
gr read. The cover portrayiag Kiaball Xinnison, by Rogers, is alsc excellent.
In addition . totthe lengﬂwn, there were Berrymen's "Spazce Kating" and "Rust"
bv Kelleam. In November I liked Heinlein's "#isfit? and Vincent's "Power
Plant!,

Decenbzr 1939 had the exccllent van Vogt "Discord in Scarlet”, Casey's
“Tﬂﬂﬂderjnr Peace" for gnod snaze-opera, and one of the best of the Past-Pres-
gnt—-1d-F tlrc series, Sschachner's ity of the Corporate Mind".. -Campbell
had been editor for a little over two vears, and’ by’ this time had built up
quite a stock of good writers to build a generallv sap rlative mazazine. Al-
nost everv issue was near-porfect, and even the stories I doa't wention would,
aliost all of them, have stood out had they been in any other. mag.

1940 was the nezk year for sciense-Tistion, with 3 &d6zen- magazines on
the aerket, 3 of them beinr moathlies., It was to be expecied that their lead-
er would have a superistive vyear, wnd the ASTOUJADING SCIEWCE-FICTION for 194LO
is perhaps the best s-f that has ever bheen published, both frc.u the standpoint
of guality =mmd quantity.

if
nis c¢ows and robber so
A
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Vincent's "Neutral Vessel" is the best story in the Janunry 1940 ASTOUND-
ING, closely follo.cd by o pilr of good toles fron a pﬁ%r ofmthc rcmlar AS—"
TOUNDING writers, Heinlein with "koquiem" and del Rey with "The Smallest GodV

A classic in February, Heinlcein's "If This Goes On - ", first of thc string
of excellent soci-logical thci¢ storics which the 1azazinc was to featurc in
this era. It really ratcd the nlurb ',.onc of the most powerful storics science-
fiction has produccd.." Also vcry good were Fyfe's "Lockcd Out" and Vincent's
"High Frequency War',

De Camp's "The Znancipated" is amusing cnough to take first place in March.
Another classic, and onc of the greatest, begins in April 1940. Altho historiz-
21ly inaccurate, Hubbard's "Final Blackout" is the most powerfully and realist-
ically written story in thc history of scicnce-fiction., This story had human
bcings instcad of characters, and it's a story I've rcad many times with just
as mch effect as it had the first timc I read it. . "Final Blackout" is at the
top of the list, to mec, in scicncc~-fiction storics. Same issuc had Rocklynne's
"Unguh andc a Fire",

Liked Keclleam's "Thc Last of the Asterites" in May. Heinlcin's "The Roads
Must Roll", Draw's "The Carbon kater!, and Vincent's "Deputy Correspondent!
arc 211 good in Junc.

Bcst of the good stories in July 1940 is onc which, to mc, has never et
ten the acelaim it dosorved. Story is von Rachen's "The Idealist!, and I'd
givc it classic rating as en excoptionally powcrful job of writing. Also ex~
cellent in the issuc is Hcinlcin's "Covontry", -nother of his supcrletive jobs
of picturing futurc civilizations. August had dcl Rey's "The Stars Look Down"
and van Vogt's "V-ult of thc Beast".

‘nothcr definitc classic starts in Sept-abr 1940, -nd in thc opinion of
many fans, van Vogt's "Slan" is the grentcest scicnze-fiction story cver writ-
ten. I wouldn't ratc it that high, but T will c211 it onc of thc grcatcest.
Certainly it st-nds =t the top of its ovm varticular tync, thc tele of thc
supcrman. oven after”Slan', there arc such good storics in this issue =s
Heinlcin's realistically intorcesting, in the lizkt of currcnt =tom bomb knovi-
lcdge, "Blovups Happen', Asinov's "Homo Sol', Rocklynne's "Juictus" »nd the
Ide~list scqucl "The Kilkenny Cats". A1l in all, Scptombcr vins quitc a month.

Batcs' "Farowell to.thc iast r" featurcs October. Another of de Canp's
Johnny Black storics, "Thc "xalted" is in thc November issuc. Deecmber is
about thc poorcst issue of the veoar, but does hovc Bond's "Lcgacy".

1941 opens with the start of a near-classic by Heinlein(uwritten under the
namc of ilacDonald) "Sixth Column". Also good in J=nuary was thc lialton Space-
opera, "Doom Ship". In February we have the unusual cxpirience of finding a
character who first appcared in thc Ziff-Davis AMAZING, svitching over to AS-
TOUNDING. Character is Bond's iMeg, the Pricstcss, and the story, "Magic Gity",
is very good. But thc best story in thc issuc is Heinlein's "~--And Hc Built a
Crookcd Housc", .

In March it's Heinlein ngain with "Logic of Empirc", D. B. Thompson with
"Eccentric Orbit", and Simak with "iasquerade", thc latter probably being the
best. April has the start of de Camp's "The Stolcn Dormousc", a good story
about a somcwhat illogicnl future civilization. Best storv in Aoril, tho, and
2 classic, is Sturqcon's "Microcosmic God". Also very good werc Asimov's
"Reason", von Rachen's "The Mutinecrs" and a Jancson space-opcra, "Slackers'!
Paradisc!.

May 1941 is magnificent, with two Heinlein storics both worthv of classic
rccognition. First, und r his own name, is "Universc'", while under thc Mac
Donald psucdonym therc is the wonderfully omniscicnt "Solution Unsatisfactory".
Almost 1 classic is Asimov's "Liar!", while Russcll's "Jay Scorc" is almost
lost in the crowd, altho in =n ordinary issue it would havc bcen a stand-out.

Best in June siere Sturgecon's Y"Artnan Process'" and Schochner's "0ld Fire-
bail", In July thcre is the start of "cinlein's exccellont "iicthusclah's
Children", =nd runncr-up was "MacDon~1ld"'s "We Also Walk Dogs®. ASTOUNDINGs
best writcrs werc Heinlein, Heinlein, -nd Heinlcin!



-~

¥

INSPIRATION 38

The August 1941 ASTOUNDING has Schachncr's "Jurisdiction" and Williamson's
"Backlash", Asimov's "Nightfall" and Bestor's "Ad-m nd No Eve" were best
in Septeaber. _

Heinlein wins back in Octobar with "Comwon Scnsc', the execllent sequel
to "Universe". MacDonnld was back too, with an amusing time travcl story
called "By His Bootstraps". Aisimov had . "Not Finall'". "

November 1941 had anothcr "Doc" Smith Lensmen story, which .was of course
excellent., But I don't think "Sceond Strgc Lensmen®.was quitc up to its "Gray
Lensman prodecessor.  Smith's plots were zetting too large in scope “nd his
characters too supcrbumnn -for cven him to handle, and thc result was probably
a bit_lcss than nost of us »nticipated. - '
o oo peecmbir 1941 was the 1ast of the regular sized ASTOUNDINGs, for the ncxt
LS5UC wag of the largc sizc vhich eventu~lly g-ve way in 1943 to thc prescnt
pocket sized editions. However, December 1941 is as for as this revigw gocs..
In this issue I liked best a pair of unusual shorts, Arthur's "Opa ation. Suc-
ccssful" and Craig's "Homo Saps". ; o

Just what was thc basic quality which ASTOUNDING possessed, which made
it stond out so complctely from the other s-f mags? A large part of thd =n-
swer 1s given in Boucher!s mystery story, "Rocket to the 'Morguc",  which coén-
cirns a group of supposcdly fictitious s~f writers and fans. The namc of Don
Stuart is uscd in place of Campbell, and SURPRISING in placc of ASTQUNDING.
‘nd 50, this quotc from Anthony Bouchcr: .

"...and science fiction was headed for a blind. allcy until- the realiza-
tion camc that cven scicnce fiction must remain fiction, =nd fiction is bas-
ically about pcople, not subatomic blasters nor timc warps. | _

"So thcre's ~ now school now, ~nd I suppesc Don Stuart, the editor of
Surprising, is 1s re¢sponsiblc as anybody. Don's idea was this, and it wns
revolutionary: Grant your gadgets, and start your story from there.

"In othcr words, assumc cortnrin advances in civilization, .then work out
¢onvineingly just howr thosc would affect the lives of ordin~ry individuals
like you =nd me. )

«.."In cther words, to sum it -1l up in a phrase of Don's: I want a.
story that would bc publishcd in 2 magazine of the twenty-fifth century,'"
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And now I'm going to try somcthing that should provoke 2 lot of argu-
nents. I'm going to rate thc various s-f 1ags that havc becn published in
order of merit. {

It's in somc viays a hard job, since many of the mmgs only saw 2 or 3
issucs, while othars, like ASTOUNDING, h~ve published.over 100. I'm doing
this on a basis of thec amount of enjoyment I got from each, ~nd that cnjoy-
aent depends Almost cntircly upon what I considcr merit. To'make things more
cven, I'm trying to bnase this upen an ~verage.issuc, n}pho it's hﬁ?d to keep
from being prejudiced in favor of thosc which hnave publishcd many issucs, be-
causc thcre are ncecessrily » far greater ‘numbcr of good stories o0 bc rer
nmembered. Here's the list, based upon the 21'scctions into which this his-~
tory was divided; - ‘

. Astounding (Campbell) 8. Science Wonder "~ 15. Scie¢ncc Fiction

i

2. Astounding (Tremaine) 9. Air Wonder 2 ' 16. Futurc Fiction,

3. Wonder . 10. Startling 1L7h @Esthite |

L. Supcr Sciencc 11. Thrilling ¥onder 18. Stirring

5. Astounding (Clayton) 12. Marvel -19. Dynamic -
6. Amazing (Sloane) 13. Planct ' 20. Amaging (Palmer)
7. Astonishing : 1L. Comet 21. Captain Future

I sﬁspcct.that‘much of the complaints about this will stem from the low
rating given the Wollheim mngs. Actually, I'm not-counting the fantasy part. .
of STIRRING, and enjoyed the mags listcd =bove them better. * Néw, what's your
list? y
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ON GURRENCY EXCHANGE

I'll run the risk of Prexy Stanley and Critic Koenig declaring part of
this issue objectional on the grounds of its being non-fantasy, especially
since it is Stanley who brought the matter up in the Winter FAN~TODS. So far
as quantity, if not quality,.goes -- the 31 page "history" should suffice for
the fantasy part.

NFS wonders if currency from Canada is passed freely around the border
areas. The answer has reservations, but is a yes so far as fairly large bus-
iness establishments are concerned. Windsor, Ontario, a fair sized town, is
just one mile due south of Detroit (If you don't believe the direction is
south, look at a map) so there is naturally quite a flow of travel across the
border in both directions., With so many Canadi-ns doing shopping on this side

of the border, the larger stores 2ll take Canadian currency at current ex-
change rates, But the man on the street is a bit more dubious and, except for
pennies, avoids Canadian money. I can remember a few years back when values
were equal that a handful of silver around here invariably disclosed several
coins of Canadian origin, =2nd when receiving change one wWas never concerned
with the nationality of the money.

Probably the reason that American money still circulates frecly in Can=-
ada is that it is aore valuable and there is more attraction for it. Even tho
we do have inflation here, it is far less than aliost anynlace else in the
world. The dollar (American) is now the keynote of economic stability thru-
out the world. Canadian money, to ~n American, is tainted with = vague, if
false, sense of distrust siaply because it is lower in value. Should the sit-
uation be reversed, =and the Can~dian dollar be higher, doubtless Canadi~n mon-
ey would pass freely in the U. S., while American money would bc looked upon
askance in Canada.

But the situation between the U. S, and Canada is as nothing compared with
that between the U. S. and the rest of the world. In France, last year, an
American dollar bill on the black market would bring several tines the arti-
ficially pcgged exch-nge rate in francs. Altho officially listed at a sm=2ll
fraction over 2¢, the franc was actually worth less than a penny. All of
which made it very tough on us 6I's, since we were paid in francs -t the of-
ficial rate and were practically donating about $1.50 more to the French for
ever $1,00 worth of goods we bought. Cleaning up on exchange thru the black
morket was controlled by making it a court-martial offense for an  American sol-

dier to have Americ-n currcency, =°nd by careful checking of any excess amounts
of money scnt to the states, Ths same situation holds true in a1l other 1lib-
erated or occupied countries, and the U. 5. dollar is quite a prige.

Even a subject like this ¢an bc turned into science-fiction with some im-
agination, so let's consider how internatiomljnterplanetary, or interstellar
exchange could work in an enlightened world of the future.

_The best we've worked out to date in our present civilization is the Bret-
ton lioods plan, -nd not being 2 banker I'm a bit hazy on the details, But, ee
sentially it seems to provide a svsten for stabilizing ratcs of cxchange thru
1 Jointly owned bank, any country in temporarily bad financial shape being
helped out by the others. Some such system as this would seem to be needed
a8 2 basis for our futurc currency exch-ange problcms.

Not being a banker or knowing anything about the subject is a help when
dreaming up something like this, as you .don't have to worry =bout whether or
not it's actually practical , Sometimes I think most s-f authors work
on that sanc theory that the less you know about a subject, the better you can
write about it, i ‘

So first we sct up our international fund (or interplanctary, intcrstellsr
or intcrgalqctic ns the case may be) and figurc out the comparative value of ;
cach sociology's unit of exchange by means of tables of exports, imports, man-
ufacturing, cultivation, natural resourees and a ouija board.
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This would bc quite a job, for on Mars the unit of exchange might be based
o upon the valuc of rarc zynt-llix crystnls, On Thorania II zyntallix crystals
are so common they ~r¢ used in paving streets, -nd the unit of cxchange is
based upon the average production of ~n average Thornnian IInd in 2 period
of one takon. However, a vartian c-n do 3 times as much vork as an inhab-
itant of Thorania II; ~nd to further complicate things, l-bor saving devices
from other worlds are increasing production so much that the Thoranian ITnds
are all becoming millionaires.

Eventually 211 such difficulties are ironed out, =nd the relative values
of the monet~ry unit of each culture is known. Next stcp would ~lmost have
to be the assigning of an arbitrary universal exchange unit, something like
the "credit" unit mentioned in so 12ny s-f stories, probably at the median
point in the scale. The terrostial system of simple cxchange directly be-
tween the nations involved wouldn't work out so well on =n interplanetary,
or larger scale. Even here, in fairly complicated deals, all exchanges are
generally made with reference to the units of some nation which is cconomic-
ally stable. That currency at present is usually the U, S. dollar, for want
of anything with morc stability.

But in our universal scale, an arbitrsry unit not bascd upon the unit of
any particular civilization would secm best -- since practically =1l nations
on earth use 2 modified gold standard system, -~nd our universal systems would
be based upon a myriad of stand-rds.

Finnlly, it is probable that most culturcs, espccially if they engagcd in
much trade with other cultures, would simplify things still more by adopting
the international, interplanetary, ctc. st-ndard for internal =as well a2s ox-
. ternal use, thus making the sanc monev good anypl-oce in thc universe.

' Such a system might cven work on earth at prescnt, should some truly in-

ternational credit standard be =doptcd not based on any one country. As it
B is now, nation-l pride gener-lly keeps each nntion to using its own system
S of exchange, often with catnstrophic results.

3

FarIS IN TEE SPilng
My, 1945. That's ifilty on the loft, me on the rizht. Backzround is
one of the bridgis ncross the Seine, which one I con't remember . FPerhops
Parisian ifilty would know. Objeet undcr Miltw's arm iz a FAPA woiling.
fis, it wns 1 gelence~fiction convention, the Pariscon oi 1645,
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TR ¥FIC CONTROL

Stonley prcscnts some intcresting ideas about the usc of clcgtropic con-
trol and other devices to aid the speed, sofety, -nd case of driving in the
future. It's true that motor car mnufrcturcrs arc constantly making the op-
cration of vehicles a yore automatic matter, and it's sbout time thal some
thought was put into the possibility of working from the other end of the
problem by making highways and .strcets morc automatic.

Electronic control on long stretches of intercity highway are probably
quite feasnble, and will doubtless be put into effcct sometime in the future.
Non-glectronic devices, such as bsnked curves which will ~lmost ~utomatically
t-ke 2 cor nround - turn provided that it is.going ~t thc spced for whioh the
curve is built have been in usc for vears, and their construction is constent-
1y increasing. Driving on long stretchcs of a modern highway is =n easy job,
since n constant pressurc on the sccoller-tor and 1 light touch on thc stecr-
ing wheel are a1l that src necded. But it is still = f~tiguing job, sincc the
driver must be const-ntly on thc alert, altho not. so mueh So ~s in city driv-
ing.

Zlcetronic control from the side of the road to kcop the ear const ntly
at 1 given distance froa the edge of the road and at = given specd weuld prob-
nbly Be quitc feasable, 1 joint hookup between stecring wheel, throttlc, -nd
specdometer controlling the car in response to radio impulses. But I'm in-
clincd to belicve that a magnetic flow underncath the ro~d would be even bet-
ter, 2nd might even opcrate as 2 power source, allowing the driver to turn off
the motor and just rolax until such ~ tine as he wished to turn off thc power-
¢d highway., - - '

Onc of the great ~dwantagcs fron a safcty point of view in eliminating
the driver from work and responsibility on high speocd highways would be that
he would no longer have the fnlsc specd conception he all too often has now
upon switching from a high spced to - low spced ortery. I'vo noticed mony
times, after travelling for @« long strotch ot high speced snd thcn entcring a
city, that it's hard to slow down sufficiently to compcnsate for the change
in traffic conditions. You may think that you have slowed down to a resson-
able velocity because your new specd scems so much slower thon the old. But
cven for the most expuricneed driver it is hard to tell for cartain without
consiant obscrvation of the spcedomgter. This factor is responsible for many
tceidents, ond often scrious oncs beecnuse of the fairly high spceds involved.

But it is in the cities themselves, cspceinlly the largor ones, thot im-
proveacnt in traffic eontrol is needed. T liko Stonlcy's idea of leaving the
car at the cdge of the eity and then using small putt-putts for intereity trav-
c¢l. But unlcss our larger citics deerensc tremendously in size, the distance
factor from the edgc of town to thc centcr would be so great.as to render the
idea almost uscless. A large eity cxtends for niles, and is built up solid-
ly with residences, factorics, ~nd businecss establishiacnts thruout thc entire
rrea. In my own case, my job is some ten miles across town .and the distance
has to be driven twiee daily, yct both my home and businoss cstablishment are
quite = distance inside the greater city area.

I supposc th-t Stanlcy is considcring some city of the future with 2 close~
ly knit busincss center nd hemes stretehing outwards from this center for miles,
homes which are not so closcly packed together as those of today. Such a system
is growing in popularity 211 the time, and every large city has many such sub-
urbs whosc inhnbitants commute to the city itself to work. But it t-kes time
to travel a great distance to Wwork, more tiae than most people core to spend,
md there will ~lwnays be a tendcney to live closc to the placc of cmploynent.

Also, busincsses and factories tend to group fairly closc tozcther to make
for more c~sc in the interchangement of supplies and matirials without which
no busincss can survive. So I look for our city arcas to grow largcr, not
snaller, from the stnndpoint of residences and busincss establishnacnts both.
I'm not enoush familinr with any other of the really laree citices. o 897 o en

-



-

Detroit as the cxample of how 2 largc eity is built nnd how it is apt to cx-
pand in the futurc, The renlly l-rge citics »re the basis of our prcsent
civilizntion, our 5 largcst containing over 20 million pcople in their im-
mediate arcas, with aillions morc depcndent upon them,

First, thcre is the contrnl business district with the larger stores
and officc buildings ~s 1 center. This isn't as might be supposed, in the
geogrophicnl conter of the city, ns the city wos built upon thc north bank
of 2 river ~nd thc business center so well usbnblished close to that river
that it would now bc unfe~sable to move it. This practic~lly limits geograph-
icnl cxponsion to 3 dircctions, sincc ncross the river to the south lies ~n-
other n~tion, mrking cxpansion in that dircction morc difficult. mxp~nsion
of the Detroit area into S-onad~ docs take plrce, of course, but no so rapidly
78 c¢xp-nsion in cther dircetions. Other citiecs »re simil-rly limited in the
dircction cf cxpwnsion, Chicago being h-mpcrcd by Lake ifichizan from spread-
ing e~stw-rd, =nd N7 York being nt least slowed dovm by the Hudson on the
west and south,

Thc wnswer o the problom »f cntrance to this busincss ~ress is solved
diffcrontly by different citics. New York's rapit-tronsit subw~ys provide one
swift and prncticnl ~nswer, -nd similar systcms will doubtless continuc to
32in in popularity. Dotroit hns no repit-tronsit systcm, but depends for pub-
lic conveyances on slower surfocc streit cors and busscs. Howcver, the prob-
lems of driving ~nd _spccinlly of storing the mutomobile in the main business
district arc so gront that the crsicst systca for most of the workers ~nd cus-
tomers to travel tharc is by these public convevnnces. Heinlcin's rolling
Roads might bc » more fens~ble ~nswer to travel in this sort of place th-n on
the long strotches which he proposed. ]

The projected solution in Dotroit is the construction of - huge bclt of
underground porking spr-ccs on th  cutskirts of this centrol aren, with fur-
ther travel being by foot or by short ranzc bus.

R-diating cut from thc busincss district is the original residentisl
wrea containing genernlly slder homes iany of which have doterisrated into
slun ~rcas. The worst districts in a largce city nre guite likely to be
thsse closcest to the central district, -nd iaprovcment of thcse nreas is one
of the greatest of ~ l-rge city's problems.

On = perimcter roughly 5 miles from the ccnter is the largest factory
belt, and in Detroit 2 linc drawn from automotive factories starting with
Ford on the west and running thru Do 3oto, Gr-aham-F~ige,  lincoln, Ford again,
Dodge, Plymouth, Packnrd, Hudson, ~nd finally to Chrysler on the e~st, dcs-
cribes a frirly aecur-te semi-circle with ~ 5 milc radius. Naturally, large
nuabcrs of factorics, usually sanller, -rc inside this rodius, -nd the wntcr-
front is lined -~lmost solidly with industries, so mony ef them that, froem a
tennage st-ndpoint, Dctroit is the world's largest port.

Even despite its gener-l decrepitness, this area between the factory and
business =re¢as is alwost ideal for residcnce from o utility standpoint, since
travel between either -n industri~l or business center is a short trip. An
excellent future possibility will be the continucd increase of huge mass-
dwelling units, apartacnts, in this are-, with homes for week—cnd use loc-
1ted in suburbs 2t a dist-nce from the city. This 2-residence idea might
be the snlution, if the aren betweeon the factory belt ~nd the business cen-
ter were l-orge cnough to contain 11l of ~ city's workers.

Making this future city l-rge cnough for this ideal arrangement would
ent~il moving the factory belt to » more dist-nt linc, and indeed such - pro-
ccss has alrcndy storted. The stocl plant for which I work is to move from
the 5 ailec belt to a novier factory ring 10 milcs from the center of the city
in the near future, and the exp-nsion progr-ms of many othcr industries call
ior 2 sinil-r move.

Beyond the factory belt is the neower -nd main residentinl arca, with
1~rge, ~ltho scecondory, busincss contors along the main arteries. ~etroit
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is fortunntc in h~ving scvernl of its 1l-rger strects rodinting from the central
business district hub likec spokes on = whilc, instcad »f having =11 streccts on

2 rectangulor pattcrn. Thus, for many, it is possiblc to travel on the shortor
hypotenuse :length rnther than on the iegs of - right trionglc. But, o fow milcs
froa the center, these "spokus” are’'so far apart th-t they losc much of their
effectiveness, --nd so wc'll pre-supposc that our futurcecity will be 1lnid out

on the simple rcet-ngle plen.

Now to zct back to thc traffic element, and its control in a city of the
future. we'll have two main destinptions far traffic, thc industri=l belt
surrounding the city, ~nd thc business district.in the city's center, -nd the
problem is the setting up of the best system for handling traffic to -~nd from
thesc areas within the city itself. Suburban arens wouldn't be so much of a2
problem, becemusc of the rcelatively lesser density of populntion -nd eonscquent
smallcr flow of traffic.

Elcetronic devices, or perhaps angnetic oncs, to hondle rerul-r motor eors
might be of goad usc on the mnain arterics through which the bizzest volume of
traffic flows. Side residential strects -ren't so import -nt, altho m~ny acci-
dents occur in such plnces bcecnuse n driver is less on the ~lcrt. However, un-
til that distent dote when robot-control eomcs into full use, traffic on side
streets will nImost have to be mrmu~1ly controlled becnuse of the l~rge numbcr
of c-rs engaged in cithcr parking or turning ont> othcr strccts.

On the main ~rteries, clectronic control would viork magnificently, prov-
ided that cveryone wns fomili~r with his route nnd destin~tion. M-nv people
aren't, and the idea of someone in A right hand lanc suddenly deciding thet he
wants to make ~ left turn ~t thc next corner would be almost =2s dis~strous ns
ever in hoeovy traffic. crh-ps accidents could be avaided, but traffic dis-
ruption couldn't, for our left turning driver, ~ltho the ~utsnatic devices
might kecp him from turning until the center tr-ffic l-nes would clear, is
still holding up the cnrs behind hia in his owm l-nc.

The grentest of currcnt traffic problems nre the overloading of certsin
strects, ~nd thc driver who is incxpericnced and unf-miliar with his surround-
ings. It is alrendy presuncd that our future strcets aren't too much overlond-
ed ns thcy are cither built to carry more traffic or effcctive alternate lenes
have been constructed. But the unfmili~r driver will still be ~, problem.

Today, cven at peak tr-ffic times, therc is no grent problem when 211
drivers are ecxperienced. On my ten-mile j~unt to work in thc mornings, proc-
tic~1lly cvery other enr on the streets is inhabited by somenne such as I who
drives thc snmc route every dny, knows where he is zoing, and is intent upon
gctting therc with the least possiblc ~mount of timc ~nd confusion. Only pl-ce
°n the route wherc I'am apprccinbly slowed down is in the central busincss sec-
tion where there is a tr-ffic sitnal sn cvery corner, =nd so m~ny of thcm in
the arca that synchoniz-~tisn of signnls is impossible. Wwernge time for the
distonee in the morning is 30 minutes.

The trip home is differcnt. There are the snmc cxperienccd drivers ro-
versing their trip of the'morning who know cxactly wherce they're going ~nd how
to gct theres Rut there are -~1sc a host of the unf-mili-~r drivers, shoppcrs,
c¢te., who drive only ocension-1lly, and ~re eithcr ton rcckless »r tos carcful
in their progress, nd in cither cvent holding up tr-~ffic. Average time for
the return trip is U5 minutes. Saturday ~t noon is the worst of »11, since
the greatcr portion of regular drivers either work 211 day or not =t ~11. The
oncs who work half-day, like mvsclf, ~re in the minority, snc Saturd~y is the
biggest day for unfemiliar drivers on business. I'm lucky to gct home insidc
of =n hour at this time. Sund-~y driving in or near - l-rge city is, of course,
a nightnnre beecruse practicnlly every driver is unf-mili-r with his route. Ard
no amount ¢f traffic control, short :»f full robotic, is going to ~pprecianbly
inerensc speced, ~ltho it may inerensc safety.

Best systom in futurc design of citics from a traffic standpoint, sincc
in our prescnt civilization large citics arc - nccessity, would scen to bc
efficient rapid trnansit, and cle~ring citics on weck-cnds.

e
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Best solution would scom to me to bo continuntion of our prescnt city
systea of ~lternnte arens -- the ¢ .ntral busincss 2recn, the gity rcsidential
area, the industrail belt, ~nd fin-lly the suburban rosidentinl aree, Well
built up ncar the city itsclf, but =wueh 1oro spncisus, grodu-lly thinning out
to week-end homes.  The parts of the suburban arbas ne-rcst the city would
b¢ all-purposc homes, suitnblc for the raising ~f familics ~nd for the pleas-
ures senerally nssoci=ted with homos. They vould be se~ttiered for more than
thce hoaes in the city itsclf, vot be frirly acccssible to the city. Most
traffic in this ~rca would be by priv-tc ear, ond cach section, cven as today
would be ~ sanll city within itsclfwith its own shopping ~nd business district,
doing ~way with freoquent trips to thc eccnter of the city. Prefer-bly the in-
habit-nts would be thosc who e-~rned their living in the ne~rby industri=1 belt.

Workers in the business district itsclf would largely live within the
inm:r residential wr.n, A crowded collcction of ~partments desizned for the
borc gsscntials of living, altho with the greotest degree of comfort -nd
cffieiiney. These inhabitamts of this arca would, m>st of then, have al-
ternate hoases in the outskirts of the large suburbon arc~s which would be
their =ctunl hoacs nnd designed to take advantnge of the shorter working
timc of tht future. _ 1

The great bulk of trovel in this inner wrea would be by some form of
public rapid transit system, preferably undersround -- and of course n11 ship=-
ments of freight would be by special routes, thus kecping the streets elear
of the slow and bulky trucks that are so troublesome for the city motorist of
today. Privatc conveyance would still be used by those who, thru convenience
or choica, prefer Lo travel that way, It would often be more convenient when
shopping, for instonce, or when making business rounds with samples as so many
salesmen do, ERut much of the need for travel by privatc car will be elim-
inated -- such reisons as my own, for ex-mple. It would t-ke me over twice
as long to get to work if I doponded upon public carriers.

Next issuc of INSP T think 1711 take up the subjaet of designing a com-
nd_ thus be-

i?gng?lc to utilize entirely now wovs of froviding for greater iivzbility nd
utiiity.

ON FANTASY IN F4aPA

Jish there wns some word which would scrve the purposc of dual listing
of the weird and scicnce-fiction elements of literature. In liou of a better
one, fantasy will hove to be used, since for most FAPA mombers it scoms to
£ill the bill. But to me fantasy is morce closcly ~kin to the welrd, or at
least belongs to the field of the impossible r-ther than to the pcssible,
Imaginism mizht sorve, but isn't used enough 1or f-miliarity, so fantasy it
will have to be, ~nd the term fantnsy ~s uscd in the foilowing will rcfer to
both fantasy as I scc it and to scitncc~fiction. =

@ite 2 rumber of fons have beon protesting the great amount of non-fan-
tasy m~terial in FAPA, I did mysclf two mailings ago, and it sccms that one
D. B. Thompson has oisinterpretod me, By discussions of fantasy, Don, I did-
n't mean pawiieularly such thinys 1s book and magzazine reviews; but such things
18 you often write concerning sociological conditions and what to do ~bout
them, There arc 7wy such articles and comnentaries in FAPA, and they »re
the best part of FAPA., I try to write them mysclf occassionally.,

What I was complaining about particularly are the large amounts of mat-
crinl which is written which, by no stretch of the imaginntion, c-n bec consid-
cred as reloting to fantesy. In this class I would 1ist many things vhich
do pertain to fandom, such =s trips ~nd visits among f-=ns which arc¢ often
teo lengthy -nd ~re nothing other than ithat weuld happen to non-fens. And
the large amounts of space which some fons give to ~ctivitics which in no
41y have anything to do with cithor fantasy or f-ndom. Somctimes they are
interesting, but they ~re also out of place, so I'll join in the plea for
mere fantasy matdrinl in FAPA.
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DO YOU NEED A NEW ROBOT?

If the answer is "ves", then we urge you to investigate the new Utopia
model Super-Robot, the greatest acheivenent of the robotic industry. Bven if
Jou are satisficd with your present robot, we urge you to see the new Utopia.
Your loez2l derler will give you a generous trade-in allow-nce, and the Utopia
costs only n few credits morc¢ than the lowest priced models.

Never before has so muach qunlity been put into one robot, GChock these
exciting features.

l. Durability. Built of rugged, yet light, alloys of the finest Chromium,
steely and Arcturium obtainable, Will last a lifetime.

2. Power. The compact atomo-generator unit has strength cnough to do any
Job you eare to try. Absolutely guaranteed to furnish a lifting strength of
50 tons with eithcr hand. The power unit is vacuum scaled and fueled with
long half-1ife Venusiun for lasting power.

3. Balance. Not just one, but 3 gyro-stabilizers are built inte the Utopia.
A master gyro in the torse and full-coupled auxiliary gyros in each leg assure
you of a robot able to kecp its balance under any circumstances, thus Saving .
¢cxpensive repair bills caused by long falls.

4. Intelligence. Full encyclopedic conditioning makes this robot truly all-
purpose, not just a speeinlist. Able to nswer questions with the latest and
best information on anv subjeet known to man, -and frequent brain impressors
will keep your robot posted on current events and new knowledge. Large cap-
acity for storing of other personal knowlcdge,

5. Aecuracy. The sensitive and complete electronic nerve system built into
¢ach Utopia enables this. robot to do the most delicate of work as well as the
more rugzed heavy jobs.

©. Hearing, A new type audio receptor, which can be set for as many as 8
different voices enables any member of the family or business to give orders,
nd the sensitive vibra-disc is so selective that it is impossible for anyone
not authorized to do so to give your robot =n order. This robot can hear =nd
obey a voice in norm-al tones at a distance of a full kilometer, and with the
spceial cosmo-microphone, the range of commnand is virtually unlimited.

7. Voice. MNo more harsh grating noises. The perfected voice control »llows
the robot's voice to bec set at whatever range -nd tonc you desire.

8. Vision. Improved crystal lenses enable your robot to sce things usually
Seen with only thc most high powered of telescopes and microscopes, and cnn
distinguish between even the most minute of color differences. Infra-red at~
tachient makes the Utopin as offective in the dark a3 in the brightcst of light,

With 211 those features apd fany more, we are surc you'll find this robot
capable of s-rving your cvery need -- whether it be for business, for use ar-
ound the home, or for travel, Stop in at your loeal denler's today, 2and see
2 M1l demenstr-tion. Remember, the Utopia costs only a little more, so why
not ge¢t the boast ¢




