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And so, after all these years, 3%'s South Gate In '58! I've just
rsceived the glad (though not unexpected) tidings from Ron Benn-
eti. You might £Ind the wrest of Ris letter interesting too, sn
here goeasa: "Note - I am no lonie> agent for Coatact or Ploy.
Fassed responallilihy ' on to Erte Benliciiffe, of “47 Aldis Street,
Great Moor, SSockport, Cheshire... You ask for WorldCon facts!
Imposesitlie., I took ncltes and even so the weekend is lost in 1
Lazy daze. I'm writing a report for Terry Carr's Innuendo, and
Floy wiil rcature s Tew comments on the weekend... I'm tempted

to say Ghat South Gate was trouncec by Viadivostok or sump'n, but
they wallkeld 1%, Wncocoyee!., Bob Madlé was in Leeds this week. We
both stayzd % Mike RcsenblIum's,.. Four candidates have announced
for TAFF r.ext -year, all dylng to get to South Gate. .'In alphabet-
ical ordsr Shese are: 3ennstt, Berry, Dave Newrman, & Bobby Wild.:
So take your piei...” - Thanx, Rén (and thenx also for Burp). Come
to think cf it; T wouldn't have been all thei suprised if Vladis-
vostox had copped the bid, wot with all this Phrdnik business.
(Anybody care tuc joln my Ukrine Ia '59 party? Am writing Siberis
to check if sultatle accomodation 1s available..) In the meantime
thewre'g the 58 shindlg which I should imagirs - from all the prep-
aration that's gone into it - will be the best on record.  Wow!
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Mozt let me. comment ori the contenta of thish. Cn Iage One is our
Real High-Clasa Arbty Cover symboliaing fhandécwm i3 Llke A Lousy
Drug." How tru. Page Three, yon'wlll find this #dltcrl et al. On
Pags Five & 81x 13 news. oi Local Fanes., Page Seven & Eight are
taken up with Book Reviews. Page Nine sees the start of the Fmz
Ro7oo gec%lon. I begun with three pages of semé, but by the time
1'd typed out those 3pp of reviews, so many o%ner gines had arriw
ed that T decided to enlarge the seztion to 4pv. Then. S5pp. Then
6pp. After that, wsll, I just hed %o stop scretime! ©Note amusing
typo, third line from bottom, on P.i0. Should meadr "Willis.(who
thinizs. all fannes are beautiful.™ =ch! Pp.15-21 feature Grahsam
Stone's article on the SF Scene Depariment. which he used to write
for "SF Monthly". ™ruly Graham 18 5 CGood Man: when I asked him
fo= an artlele, he not only wrote and typed the thing, but duped
1t niasslf -- and then paild to have 1% sent by ATIR over the 1200
or so miles séparating Australia from New Zed. ' This is a googd -



opportuh*ty to gsay -somethling aboﬁ*iPeople-ShQuldn*t Thaow, Sho:
or LieaveNo Stone Unturnsd or ete. but honest, T. just haven™:
cot the engrgy. = On"hack pags fe .ot of Aucklanu ferfey «cn ﬂ\(ﬁe

to SG. ' Gaéry, 1s-that me at the wneel? Anyway, our thanx t. Sne
commercial a“tist who drew - the.1llc, ;
F i i -

. Next, detls take a lock a% my Horrockscope. Ha, I ges marv Guod
Things ahead. The next KIWIFAN will feature Mervyn Barrett's
"Advice To:The Lovelorn Fan" (edministered by Aunty Acky). Then
thersé are features oy Poete Campbell,.Mrs: Ingham, -and Bruvte Burn.
&f. speelal inturast wlll be the History of Kiwifandohm by dohn
-McLeod. . Also on hand are a large LetuerruL, an article on the

. Beatoun SF 'Soclety, a EF crossword by Art Wilson of Hohg Kong(!),
plus a:blg se;tion on. §F Films (which should "eaLly nave gone 1n
this lssue, ~These are the features yoir will "“eiﬁg in the next

or future ishes of KIWIFAN, (Excuse bad gramms* WA ForBhe
planned art supplemenu, prlnbipg ecats have knocized us back for
the moment, buic we shall see. What will beﬁ w;ZL be, in other
worda.  '"here's some good ariwork weady by 'x" sni Bruece King.
By theo way, don't let the above 1lis® put you o P coftelbuting,
We'rs always eager for new gtuff, artlicles, artwork or news.

As Ron salth, take your picke.

A

You micht be 1nterested to know {tno bad if youse aini) that John
gd mezelf were on the ailr racenily. The week that Bruce was in
Auskiand happened to be Chlldren's Book Week., I g£ot a ring from
Neelline fr”tobar the young lady who runs the iYA Childrsa'’s

Saagion (also the AJCkLEﬁd Hit Perade). She wanied me %o dig up
.some x1ész' ST books and revoo .lem For her f‘s-*‘ﬁ°u AL S, - iR L
so desired, to talk on SF/fandom in general. The broadcast went

off 'gulfie welly I.-think, with Joan re7iewing uhe books and nyself
Ttuaking for g 11Lt¢e Whgle uOOLu SFLG, *he SP 1eld, and aboulb
~Panzines (Orie of the: I Beacrited for fhe h¢as w&s the Swed-
19h "Stap Ssuffh,) Hnmp might indvee a few of the 1litile bli-
gaters to grow up to be fdpd,.. Ay7way, tnat's their tad luck.
Lné 3o, wlith uswal apolczgles fOW,ﬁynwna duping, yapar, neoness,
gerconnishness, and mcinsel*, I47F bid yousall ADIE

“KIWIFAN 7,. for October 1987. * Prodrced =if posalole- every coupla
months, by Roger Horrocks, i8 Hazelmere Road, M%. Albert,. Auckland
S.Wele, New Zealand, scy’-of under the=a'ao‘eus of SFAC. -He 1s-
alded &ad abetted by John Ncleod, 33 Renfrew Avenue, Mt. Albert,
Auckland SWi.  Subs now 3/- for,éJ-anu advertising is hased on 10p-
per:-page. By the way, i1f you're tradLng pLG&Se send TW® ‘coples of
yaotir efforts w1l sond 2 oi” clild “in pahurd, . ‘Ycise L8 g / /Trader
Subseriber / /Contributor /_/BNE or other wcil-known person.
zet this copy from / /Roger / /Tonn s il
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AUCKLANDERS FORM NEW CLUB

On Thursday, September 5th, Auckland had its first real fanmeet
in over a year., Guest of honour was Bruce (BEM) Burn, who, being,
in Auckland on N.Z. Film Unit business, was thus able to represent
the Wellington SF Circle. There were about 8 other fans present
(including two fannes).

The evening got off %o a bad start when
Jack Connell, President of the Auckland SF Club, rang up at the
last minute to say he was unable to come. MNevertheless things
goon got rolling and an enjoyable three hours was spent in
eatlng, passing resolutions and just plain talkin'. Bruce wan-
dered round with a beaten-up ole camera taking blackmail pix
(Ghu! If he puts them in one of the Unit's films..) and asking
everybody's opinion of SPLUTTER,

Nevertheless, we got some business
concluded. It was decided that the two Auckland clubs then in
existence -- The Auckland SF Club and The Auckland Space Club --
were both outmoded, and that 1t would be in the interests of
everybody to form a new group, presumably te cembine the remnants
of both the old organizations. Two names were suggested for the
new one: The Auckland SF Circle or The SF Auckland Circle. (Big
difference..) Eventually the former was rejected because (1) The
initials were the same as the old Club's and (2) SFAC sounded a
lot snappiler. Naturally 1t'1l1l take a 1little while to get the
new group going, but we hope to have full details on SFAC in
the next issue. (Also some of those photos of Bruce's. Hmmm.)

"You know, in a way you people who are nearly isolated are
lucky. Then you don't have to think of the people you could
be seeing, but don't... And when someone comes -- Wow!.. I
say thls because I honestly think you sound like you have
magesfun, fannish fun.athan:we @o.w." (Rick Sneary)




of 6 Telford Terrace, Orlental Bay, Wellington,
TONI VONDRUSKA intends to pub a zlne entitled EGOROO. Reports

Tonil: "It'1ll be a pure art (SF, of ccurse) zilne
of about 12 pages, mostly be me -- some by Lynstte Mills. Pub-
lished solely for thorapeutiecal purposes (my therapy!) and as a
way of solliciting...izo%oo. Again as usuwal all my siencils agro
cut purely by an old Jax%, to which I added a rusty safeby-pin
thaait e , " Unfortunstely Toni 1s having trouble getting the
thing dvwed, so 1% may ncs be ready for some time. EBruce oomm-

ents: "I1:'ll be the Iirat zine produced in Wellington without me
working :nd slaving cver it.. Yippee! Maybe Tonl warts to push
me off tis throne cf 'W2llington's most active fan.'! Hooray,
that'll give me a chwanzo to get down to some real fan fiction!"
to Juns% Carpenter (the only fan/farr we know

OUR BEST WISHES in NaeNos or thereabouts), who recen:iy besame

Mrs.R.H.Iingham, Ron & Janet were in Auckland
for four days on theix honeymoon. Iccks liks Mrs Ingham still
finds tlime for fanning, as she recently dashed off a 2700 word
story for Mervyn! Once again, all the best,

is 8t111 working on a one~sho’% entitled "The
MERVYN BARREIT Green Expreansion". It?'ll contain oodles of

doodles by William Rotsler plus jottings by
Mervyn. (See review of FOCUS for Merv's address.) Meanwhile
Bruce Burn (12 Khyber Road, Wellington E5) has three zines
lined up himself. First is "The Maglc Stylus", which Bruce
clalms to have NO resemblence to his favourite plece of 1lit-
erature, "The Enchanted Duplicator." Heh. Anyway, it'll run
to about 20 pages and should be pubbed next year sometime. The
second zine is another one-shot named "Echh!" Probably will
contain three of Bruce's stories, "L' Amour", "In Space", ond
"The War". ("Or", adds Bruce, "on umpteenth thots, maybe I won't
do that, Maybe I'1ll just dupe all sorts of things. Ah well,
when I've made up my mind I'1l tell ya.") And finally there's
"paraFANalia"., ("With all these folks wanting FAN, I think I'11l
bring another issue out this year, dunno when exactly. TI've
more than enuff material - but very little time. With Pind words
from Eney, WAW, Sneary - and Grandpaw Tucker, I just might put
the zine on a regular schedule agaln. As it 1is, I'm thinking
of publishing a second edition of FAN one. Boy! what fun! A
second editlon to a Kiwizine. Wow! Waw!") Exuberant youf...

gpent a busy week in Auckland on N.Z. Film Unit
ALSO, BRUCE business. He was round at 18 most nights, or

else doing the town with me. Haven't room here
to glve all the fannish details, but you'll te getting them...
After Auckland, Bruce went off Tto Fiji with the NFU men. (Bruce,
by the way 1s Assistant-Director of his pariicular unit.) Don't
know what hoppen over there, but I got a wow cof a postecard.....
After arriving back in windy Wellington, Bruce put out a 2-page
one-shot and 1lit off again -~ this time to Christchurch! Shux.



THE EARTH IN PERIL ed. Don Wollhelm. 158pp ey i
WHO SPEAKS OF CONQUEST? by Lan Wright, 160 ACE 205 (35¢) é;

This reminds me of a 'pop' record: one side 1s slickly #EEEJ—
dene, while the other sounds as though 1t's been threwn -
together in a couple of minutes. The good side in this
cagse 1s the anthology, an entersaininz colleztion of i =S
Armaggedon-type stories. If you haven't read 'em before,

I recermmend it. The less said about the Wrigat (!) side,———-
the better,  It's from New Worlds and it's a-w-f-u-1i ﬁj“

DOOMSDAY EVE by Robert Voore Williams. 138 ACE 215 §5¢f:::=r—i
RREELTO "CONGUER by~ Brlc" Frank*RusseRl B8l === ¥

Unlike the previous double, bobth sides are first-rate. Yaocoks | kS |
The Russell contributioa is an action- -packed yarr aboutzz ~:3

aliens taking over human minds. (Originally billied as_ —
Y8 TE " Him:Dead™ In ASF.) “The othér novel-ls about s =
Super race evolving durlng an atomlic war. Myt onlsy | e

Yic
)

&

complaint: although the stiories are described sas ”un:*‘———_——
abridged", seme busybody nas gone through them and —
added several hundred exira commas. Great Ghu! l jw(} ’

EARTH SATELLITES by G, derry Stine. 191 ACE 239 (555)I

An ACE single, thls time. It's nctable because it's one
. of the first popular bool:s on the satelllte program. It

glves a readabhle account of the subject, but I was put
P~hray b7 the warmongering slement. ("Why we mu3st beas | ]
Russia" etc etc). The sstellite vlan provides an ex- T'j;z' e
cellent opportunity for international cooperatioan. \
However, this i3 a smal. obgect‘on° B 860770 gl gl 1T S
non-teshnical account ¢ Man's newest challerge, get 1t

h‘\)‘\l

PTHE 13th IMMORWAL by Bon Silverberg. 129 ACE 223 55¢)._______
( |_JJTHIS FORTRESS WORLD by fames Gunn. _ 190
/ This 1s a good double fur actien fans, with plenty of -~—————~
I dash and®bassh. Silverberg's novel tekes rlsee 1y tho e
/ / fviare, when 12 immortals rule the roast. Dale hesle‘}““”Tr“““
lias some entertaining e:capades hecoming the 13th. __I°% Ve
} { The hereo of Funn's gunnmilay is BIR1T"BDaie ~whd finds<
i about a colossal power source. Attempts are made by (————r

i
[ the various plsrte gat source and/or Dale. It's thudT:::f=~::3
] and blunder tut it's & ot of fun.

i =k
LT7F::2:Z:E§:=:::::::I::lig;zzzfil_/:::::T",_,,ﬂ_“m,~
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FIRST ON MARS by Rex Gordon (ACE 275)' 1920 . nihis 15, thé Ffimst
AME of Gordon's "No Man Friday", the story of the sole-survivor
of a Mars expedition (ftold a la Robinsou Crus FoE) AR E e TR dopil i Pals |
gripping.

MASTER OF LIFE AND DEATI by Bob” Siliverberg '+ THE SECRET VISTmORS
by James White (ACHE 237V 16”*1obp3¢ "Carpeii mest haopy Ffella',
reports SAT, for several NW serlals have been Lough® recently by
AEHETSIG . Soorot VAGISCwattep—preg  Neee th“111P“ 35 one cf fthese.
However, with the Silverberg rovel (about birth conf101 in the
futurs;, it makes up a worthwhile double.

EMPIRE OF THHR ATCM by Van Vogit + SPACE STATION =1 hy Frank Long
(ACE 242): 162+157tr.  The Long ccorsributicn looks Ilke slightly
above=-avarage space opera, - The Van Vogu nqif, telliing of a prim-
$hdve eivilizatlon shadi haswthe, ise. 0t gtoinle We&DONSy - LOOKS ;Yery
interesting.,

OFF ON A COMET by Jans Terng-afl-a 5 Bemrr-Toer Bmsh - -cover
is one of the best I Lave -ever Seen ou an Ace PB, - Indeed, 1it's
one of the best I have ever seen on any SF PD... Insgide 1is a
modernized (!) version of Verne's "cn.y interplanetary novel.

For me this 1s the most irfhereshing ACE iIn a long, long time..
gﬂﬂﬂﬂ"H??HYTHH!HHYIHYIHY"?HHHHYHHIHH‘)'HHYHnVHHHY"HHﬁ"""lYTHHHHHHYnHH"H"“"ﬂﬂﬁf}
" ACES are obtainable from most N.Z., bookshopg, or from the pub- §
" lishers, ACE BOOKS, 23 West 47th Street, New York 38, New York. y

Hi o
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THE CASE AGAINST TOMCRROW by Fred Pohl (BALLANTINE 206): 150vD
Entertaining collection of Pohl yarns from Galaxy, B S AT L Y T
recomend 1T,

THE GREEN ODYSSEY by Philip Jose Farmer (B210): 1521pp. Rollick-
ing adventure by the author of "The Lowera". Roesourceful space
man is cast away on medieval-type planet. AmuQLng and swashbuck-
1in', though 1% paled in pargs,

SOMETIME, NEVER by John Wyndham, Mervyn Peaks, Willism Golding
(P215): 185pp. Terrifiec Powers cover and uvharce off-heat tales
by Interesting authors. First AME of cama, Yap, I 1liked 1it.

HIGH VACUUM by Charles Eric Malne (B212): 185pp. Rocketship
crashes on moon; enough oxygen left to suppors the 4 pecple for
SsiicgEae 0P 32 Torylos  On . o 28k Well, it's a pretty fam-
1liar piots-ckanledbl (Nob revommended.

YH"N T 9091 70 0T T2 47 01 70 00 7 07 R1 0T 05 17 1900901 0161 9700 0969 6% €3 9700 67 0105 12 00 6D 95 F2ET ONOD O30V 0 AT 09 4TI0 A0 MV 00 6T AT 0T MDAV AT APATIL AL ’Y

ﬁ BATLANTINES are obtainable from most N.Z. beukshops, cr from L
" the publishers, 101 Fifth Aveaue, New Yoik 3, New York, U.S.A. §
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—FANT] secepTIC |-
-(C FOR TYPODERMICS - o __,

5 ; :
" Tt for a change, I1'1l1l use the Autcmobile Agsociation’
. . method of grading hotels. Oughta work for fanzines:.. An,
yels, "Sio M6 dieba ¢ e P
% That can mean "cheap and nasty; a flophouse for deadbeats”
%% "lenty of room -- for improvement. I-get board with
this one, but there are a few modern comforts” g e
s "Getting bedder"
spesese "A very satisfying meal here’ ‘
#iestits  "Every possible home comfort; cheap at the price!"

GOT THAT, KIDDIES? . THEN GET READIN'..

»

Jan Jahsen, :229 Berchemlei, Borgerhout:; Belgium. 36pp 4toj |

Jesbibdbde it
ALPHA 15 R _ 3 “ ;
; - bimonthly?; trade. N (Rates )

S Ab AL » o b
This is a 'Friendly Fanzine with a team of Good. Writers behind it. The
‘firat up to bat.is Dean Grennell, who leada off with a striking expos-
ition on postal censorship. (How ironical if the P.O. should charge
Alpha with obscenity as:a result..) = Ofher blg hits are;registered. by
Sid Birchby (on RnR, Jazz, -and Banana Bheer), Archioe Mercer (in his
Short, Short Caravan), and Ken McIntyre (who fills up space bty
shovelling - literally!). .Bentcliffe, Jansen, Vving Clarke and Bulmer
‘are also right in thar pullin' their weight. (Correction: Bulmer
'ain't --'1t's Jack Wiliiams. Blame the index, no% me!) Anyway,
‘totalling everything up - the interesting articles and the entertaining
‘artwork - I find the Alpha comes out with a pretty good e thdn
average. On' that score, I recommend it to everybody. '

SR ' ;
Graham Stone, Box 4440-GPO Sydney. NZ agent is me (Roger).
SFNF;_NSla 8pp 61"x93"; 12 for 6/- (=7/6 Aussie). {Rates #i%)

A really competent 1i'l mag with news and views on thie8F 'flleld.. 1%
lacks personality and humour, but I guess a newszine should be very
faetEgl. (Kiwifan is???) At any rate, the photo-litho job 1is beaut-

iful), Ehough T"d flTke to 'seq more i1los. © 'NEWS 4s a zine T reconmmend
to anybody seriously interested in SF. Egad, if there were a few more

‘pages to it, I'd rate it & or more. . |

6FWTOPQd b_lﬁoger HE (:ji:




Edlted by Edgar Bates; mé Bruce Burn, 2 Khyber oo hﬁ\\
Wellington ES5. 4pp 4t0° Irregular. (Rates #)(!!!

This 1s a jolly fine amateur magazine, you chaps. .It's dedicated
to "the promotion of serious SF." Loads of interesting articles
on "Adaptability", "Relativity", "The World's Outlook on SF" and
Sc on.. “As Bruce says on page 4: "I think fandom can only reach
NZ by meanq of serious discusslon groups and other neofannlsh
activities Gahhhhhhhhhhhooha

PRI

;HTOUTH ; Les Linards, 24 rue Petite;'Vesoul H.S,
B R R TR R YR TR VR PRV Fra nce, 10pp 4:t (O34 trade? ( Ra tes Ridc ::“)
A French fz zine written all in English! Egads" The vVery least

1 can do is to review the furschlugginer thing in BPRREh. ool
T IM, elegtd: decousu, confus; plein de divagatlons..malb, de man-

)

iere ou d'autre, c'est vralment agreable!! En un mot, c'est
fannish. (Fannish, fannish..What the heck is the French for
| PR 1= ) Iel, Jean & Anne discutent Pogo, SF, fandom,

Pogo, correspondence, ‘Pogo...et .toute autre chose que venlt a
.Alesplirit  (--1a phrase correcte?) MWals les empreintes! Ce sont
tres ‘amusantes!: - ., ot BT 1ot of fun!----

W“L;L% FUD ” 2 N

o T ot e T T T T

Chuck Harriaz & WAW 170 Upper Newtownards Rd Belfast
?YPHEN_%? N. Treland; 40pp 4to: approx ly: 1/- per. <***“)

st
kIR TR

't

-" 13 as slick and polished a. famfiag ‘as you'll find anywhﬂre.
v3° fanhumour . is mature, its (Atomic) artwork execellent, and: its
anqepLatlon cvtsbanding (on coloured paper, yeil!l) Above alls,
7 Las a very definite policy of fannishness -- you either dlg
.it “ne mcst or else wish it had stayed duz. As it happéns-I'm
a fzn for "-", and consequently for "-18". Contributors include
“ple (A La Recherchre Du Temple Perdu), Berry (with his shock-
11y bed manners), Bloch (on celluloid and censorship), and
W2.tis (who thilnks all fans are beautiful. I suppose I could
objuct that "-" 1s too concerned with s#x, but right now I just

can't muster .the energy..




3. ---‘ Sl '- ."..‘-.J”.

SP PARADP 5
At 1ong 1ast SEP' fegtures: a*eower: i IT1lole TiNot & hqrtlcularly good
one (for Atom, at any rate) but 1t.is.a cover'illo. ' Only other
drawing in the mag is an excellent ad design by E. Loring Ware.
Oh yes, the contents: SF reviews by Fields, Tolliver, Horrocks
(Horrocks?!), More, and Sneary. Also articles hy Honey Wood,
Tolliver, and Harry Werner Jr. To sum up, this is a meagre ish
for SFP but a very entertaining one. The standard of duping is
not as good as it was in No.4, but I guess this <3 because the
circulation has greatly increased. (And no wonler!)

Len Moffatt, 10202 Belcher, Downey, Calif. (Note new
address); 16pp 4to; +1ly: free for the asking! (%)

SRdbatdnasanataLaL s
g > David Rike & Terry Carr, 134 Cambridge Street, San
S i Francisco 24, Calif. Sort of irregular; 22p 4to. (%)

SRSl L el
ST

Inn and SFP both come frcm the sunny state, but the resemblence
ends right there. Not with a whimper but a bhang! Len's aim is
to secure SG (LA) as the '58 Worldon site. Terry's aim is to
secure an Index To Sex In &F. (Not that there's rivalry between
the two factions!!) All the same, Terry & Dsvid are fannish in a
mature sort of way -- unlike Baldwin's Extantics.. High spot of
thish is Carl Brandon's "Cacher of the Rye". Just, for Ghu's
sake, boys, get some good interior illos! Kecoumendation: App-
roved for General Exhibition with the warning that parts of this
Periodical may be disturbing to Nervous Chiilun cr Serccarish Fen..

%2

NWW FUTURTAN 7 Mike Rosenblum, 7 Grosvenor Park, Chapel-Allerton,
R TR LR DR L e X )

Leeds'™7. " 40pp 4toy 94 ‘or tirade; drreg. (#weens)(])

This is a first class fanzine with a nice balance of fantype and
sercon stuff. I should write pages about it, but I'd only go into
ecstacies. It has Big Names, it has character, it has good mat-
erial, and 1t's even got good presentation. So I'll say just this:
unless you're a really gone fannish type, you must get I™a Fu..

dLatanacats

PLOY 9
PLOY 1sn't outstandingly brilliiant, but it is very enjoyable.

The writers (even Phoenix) do seem to be catrugeilng for lawgls” at
times; and parts of the mag appear hurried. All t"c same, it has
its moments. I 1like it -- and I think you will “og. PLOY has
something for everybody.

Ron Bennett, 7 Southway, Arthurs Mely, Terrcugates” Yerks ,
34pp 4tog 1/¥ or 15¢ perEiilpresiiaTr? (4edeat)



FAREI RIS
FOR BEMS ONLV 5 Jerry HMepnidilosd Ramls Cooks, ) 682 Avenue {518

skt ynnny Doulder City, Nevada. S6pp demy-80; 1d pape (e383) .

The, comer: is a very cleverly designed puzzle which will give

you hours of pleasant relaxation trying to figure cut just what
the heck it is.. The postgirl gave me a mighty funny look when
she handed it over, and no wonder! (The very next day one of
Roger Dard's celebrated postcards arrived.. Ghu, she must think.
this is a nuthouse, or maybe something worse' I only hope she-
diddnttssee ‘that, copip:of NS DEy Dl I ¢ AdeLon, BHBO. O, 1t happens to
be Jerry & Paul's first encounter with mimeo sc T suppose they -
can be forgiven the crummy repro. More gutter bleed puh-leeze!l
Oh, the ccntents are entertaining enough and they have .a sort

of exhilarating neoish air about them. (Oh brother!) Top marks
go! e ATan Todd*for the hilarious last paraq of "Bubble Dance"

e D on Smith, Box 356, Tlmes equare Statlon New York
= 3

Tdiay s thedlsh whieh Sports The Cover..;.As a matter of fact,
it's well-drawn and in guite an unusual style for Alan Hunter.
The innards? Well, I've nary'a bad word to say about any of
theg Alhere's: g three wa v @1 seusginl, =1 ery.disouws sdon; - ons ;.
Si..Pshi.sPslonica: (psawd), - a spoefon "AnaWyse Wpnrsedd . and
miles of reviews. Also an article about Creatien by Doc Smlth
If you're not already a subscriber, I suggest you analyse your
twisted ego immediately! ' '

Al e s

Mervyn Barrett 6 Doctors Commona, We1¢1nguon C 4, NZ.
FOCUS 5
sy 22pp 4togs 11y, approx; trade or 1/- per copy (-u»q

The trouble with: thish of. Focus is that it shows a great
deprovement on No.4. For Ghu's sake, Merv, change paper;
typist(e), and format! Otherwise I've few complaints, I
enjoyed the articles by Merv, Bruce, McCubbin and Horrocks
(Horrocks? Horrocks?!) But whatever made you print that thing
by Richard? Ech! Still, summing up it's quite an entertaining
fanzine,-Mervyn ole bhean. And I'll be looking forward to

that Rake's Progress thing in Focus No.6..

At a3

X Roger Horrocks, 18 Hazelmere Road, Mt. Albert,
WIFAN ’ 9
E}ELA§"LZ Auckland S W.1l. 2pp 4to; bimonthly. (#ekieee: “““)

This is the absolute end, yeah man, the ahbsoclute end, got
that: everybody? and when I say the absolute end, shecks, I
mean the absolute end. It's terrif socko the most whistlebailt
eool swoony jack 23 skiddo kiddo hoo ha. And that man Horrox.
Yegh, -that man Horrox. I can't find words, I just can't. No.
P031tLve1y. It's brommmmmmmmmmmmummmmmmmmerenermmmnramm - mm.,

----Roger
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John Berry & Art Thompson, 31 Campbell Park Ave.,
RETRIBUTIO?MZ Belmont, Belfast, N.Ireland. 32pp 4to; 1/- (%),

Phisy @9 you should-know; is The 0ffidial Organ Of The:-Goon
Defieetdve-Ageney.. -As uwiudal, I5's faken; yp- by a series of Ggon
adventures, the best, of which 1g Berry's "The Non-Shaver Mystery."
Aton's drawings are very good, apart from pocr layout in one or
two cases, Hmm, I see that Archie Mercer 1s planning to investigate
"that Burns chappie down im N,Z."  That I must read! Which réminds
me, 'that Burns chappie' has been doing a 1little investigating .
himself. While on his trip to Fiji, etc., he came across a place
called Feecee--- (Oops! Mustn't steal your thunder, must I, Brucey
Boy?) Ah well, you'll probably be hearing all about 1t soon enough.
Dear me, I've forgotten about Ret; there, there, don't cry. Be a
geeg 1itl; fanzing and 171l recommend you to a1l _ the niece "Begdews .
And T do, honest!

i R TR

LanaLaL
" CANAY

y Alan Dodd, 77 Stanstead Road, Hoddesdon, Bertsl, England
Sﬁvéﬁﬁ‘? 30pp 4tos 1/— or 155 1rregular (4e223%)

There are .30 many. good fan%ines on the go that I find it hard to
grade the things. Nearly everybody gebs "#w#", and that's a darn
sight more than KIWIFAN will probably geb.. - I tell you, it scares
nies « « Camber 1s another three star effort, with good artwork
and some entertaining pieces by The Only True Dodderer {Alan), Don
Stuefloten, and ‘John Berry (who writes as well about Kamikazes as
he does about Goons). ¥ep, I enjoyed this Tanzine.

B L L A L L T PRI RVRDRPR RN TA . A ’
CAMBER ART FOLIO (rateg ##%) with TAKE OFF (+#%) from Alan.
i L R R KPR LR P e e R
Ag I think Len Moffatt pointed out, it's uhe art supplement with
its amusing collection of femmes and BEMs that should be labelled
"Takeoff - The Stripped Down Fanzine" — not the innocuous com-
pendium of fanmag revoos! Oh well, the art folio is kept in good
taste, and on the credit side there are some high-grade illos by
Eddie, Rotsler, Dave English, Harry, Jeeves & Co. Also a bilo-
graphical sketch of each. If you're at all intercsted in SF/fan
art, then this 1s an absolute 'must' with its 36 (foolscap) pages
of BNFartists., Alan asks.1/6 a copy, but considering the fantab-
ulous amount of work that's gone into it, why not send a 1little
extra? De odder Doddball (Take-off) is a 20-page collection of
fmz reviews that should prove of immense value %o everybody
wite Teads_ them tHipgs.ss Saw, -don'™t YOU?

FTEE

1
i
¥
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TRl nNDING 4 Pierre Xersins, Primenose BIEE Lausanne, Switzerland.
B QDD ATE U 1 1 STeade s monthily .t . £ jean Tt watkie )

YR SYRYRCVI IR VIR VRS
¥ "o

Me and my (innavigable) mouth! Here's a Swiss zine written in
English, and now I'm obliged to review the darn thing in Swiss.
Welsdk, Bt cerbainly. do 9o If guybbdy can get me: a - dichiocnary Bk
Swiss. (Heh heh) Right now I'11l gstick to gcod ole English.



Pierre sayS° "This zine is always an improvisation. I never
think before sitting at my desk ((!)) and I prefer to let my
mind wandering and wondering since it discovers its path."
Maybe that's what makes the zine so0 delightful, along with the
'slim:Jim' page-size ‘and theé’pnzZling -¥llos:'-.I-1ike it, but
don't ask me to rate the zine. It Just ain't possible!

X;ggé“g*g; Pierre; along with the Linards and the Mills. One
AR R VR RR 2 shot? EODD, this time they ve used papeI’ 4" 5~"Y

DR T

The same applies to this one as to FHM. It's as truky” dellghtful
ymlxup, written to celebrate the meeting of .three fan families
in Switzerland.

B A A T

Lars Bourne, 2436% Portland St. Wugene Oregan.
L 4 4 p
BPIL e 15# or trade; irregular? 28pp 4to. (Not quite s#x)

B 1 eSSt

"Generally speaking, I'm. against sex in fanzines. It can make

. things very embarrau31n5 .for a young fan like meinself when
parents start examining the zines. Furthermore,- it tends to
give fandom & bad name. Have one fanzineé- censored e cima -blaer Pai0is
will start giving theothers a very close serutiny. ' Then
you'll get packets rippéd open (as happened to my eopy of
_Brllllg) ‘or maybe even fmz maltreated. Apparently Brillig 7

& 7% were actually labelled Dy EReNEN0 0 a8 bhacergss:. 1L this
-igsue had been objectionable also I would have written a very
stinging.criticism of ‘1t, for the reascns given above. For-
tunately it wagn'tg w1£h the exception of an odd iftem or two,
I.%¥e no complalnts The editor: seems quite a niece chap \what

- Lars*ll say to that!) and with a little more polish and
‘restraint Brillig could rival the top Americen zines. It's got
the artists and it'a got the wrlters. So I recommend this mag,
g Wlth just slight reservatlons., : =T

*nfrﬂBTAMHWD‘ o

MAGNITUDE 4, from Ralph utapenhorst Jr, 409 West Lexington Drive,
Glendale 3, Californila. Z0pp:8i"x53";10¢. /For an amateur mag
this is mlghtv professionally done. --Good short story, astron-
omy articles, sf article, plus news from 43j and the- Chesley
Donovan Foundation - and even two pages in untranslated Martian!
All this set off beautifully by Cobb's artwork and the wonder-
ful photo-litho. I go for this in a big way.

REPORT .ON THE MIDWESTERCON and DEAD CALM, 10pp of one-ghots
from G.M.Carr (& Toskey), 5319 -Ballard Ave., Seattle 7, Wash-
ington. /Fere are copious quantities cf garrolous GEM gushings.
Interestlng, though, to read hér opinions of some of the

people present' at the Con.:. 'Beabt Feabure of'fmz is page of
plX on cover of conrep. Hah, there's even cne <f Boyd Raeburn
("with no zebra-stripes along the cheeKbones, nor New-Zealander
war paint of any kind"). Which reminds me, can anybody give

mé Boyd's. address? I'd like to contact him,

LT T T T T T 77 A7 7 T T T 777 T T T T 7T 7




BEHIND THE / SCENG /
by Grehen Stone

Wthen I originally wrote this article, Science Fiction Monthly was
still a going concern, and therefore it deslt with the feature "The Sci-
ence Fiction Scene" as if it would be running indefinitely, as indeed it
was as far as I knew., But the magozine was discontinued from the 1:3ih
(Febrvary 1957) issue, so now I need not to tell you about whet plans I
have for the future but just what I did and why in the few months of the
denartment 's existence.

Sixteen nages is a fair amount, especially in a 1l2-page nublication
== no other science fiction magazine has ever devated so much of its
spacc to reviews and commentary on the science fiction ficld in generzl,
Being put in charge of such a festure wes a responsibility and cn opnort-
unity of no mean order. It was g chence to do something usecful for SF
in a neglected field, snd I mean that in morc weys than one. For one
thing, while nlenty of magzzines hove had readers!' departments and help=-
cd the more vocal frns carry on their various activities, &nd therc has
been & foir amount of factuanl natter, some of it very good, on science
foctured in  some megazines -- Astounding and Galaxy have o particularly
fine record -- and there havc been book review denmartments, good and bad,
cs @ regular thing for years, there has been very little attempt to fill
in the background of the field for new readersy; discuss themes and the-
ories end rrovide miscellancous information., Then, too, although we sece
current British science fiction in Australia, it docs not have as oxtens-
ive @ circulation as you might think, Science Fiction lionthly, likc at
least some previous venturcs in Australic; had a2 circulation several
times that of any British megazine in fustralia.  Whether it recached
0¢ new readers I wouldn't want to guess, but it undoubtedly reached
many more readers regularly. 30, in short, it was an unusual oprortun-
ity

Who read it, or rather, what kind of people read it? e don't know,
Whet the mcnagement of the magazine thought, I hesitate to say. e can
sey for certain that comparavively few of them had nreviously read very
much science fiction, Thore was a wondcrful opening there for a defin-
ite editorial nolicy to develop ¢ now merket for genuinc science fiction,
Instead, +the time=honoured Australian 'near enough" systen gave us g
magazine without @ tracc of character and with o pretty poor level of
writing and speculation. With the best intentions in thc world, nobody
can understand anything about a complex field like science fiction with-
out taking an interest in it and making a study of it; and the Atlas org-
anisation was no excention, In time, I think it would have been a lot
better: but it wasn't given time. Between the fiction content of the
hagezine and the viewnoints exnressed in the "Scene" +there was a gulf
which brought & number of conments, to which all I can say is that as
far as the fiction was concerned, I was not consulted. Iiind you, it
could have been a lot worse., They made a fair attempt on the nroblem,
and it is unlikely that anyone but a scientifictionist will do better.



The object of the "Scene" was, briefly, +to illuminate and inter-
nret the science fiction ficld. I assumed that I was writing for peo-
ple with a reasonable level of general intelligence, curiosity, mental
flexibility end awareness of the changes the world is undergoing -- for
if they didn't have these characteristics what would they be doing
reading a science fiction megezine? -~ otherwise a mixed group.. I as-
sumed that on the whole they had not read much SF until fairly recently,
To say enything useful about the way the denartment was conducted we
must go back a liztle. Not 1o the origins of science fiction (no ad-
equatc account has been written yet, and this is not the place to be-
gin) dut to my own experience of it.

When I was born (Janvary 1926) the first issue of Amazing Stories
must have been in the proof stage. I did not make its acquaintance for
the best nart of thirtecn years; however, and by that time I had =
certain amount of backgrouvnd for it., T didn't cver "becomc interested"
in scientificitional ideas: it's a matter of & gencral attitude to life,
you either have it or never will have it. Either you naturally ask
"what next?" once you have & clear picture of how things stand, or you
don't; never will, and won't understand when you're told. You might as
well be dcad in the latter case.

I don't remember for sure what I first rcad thet you could call
SFe 1 rced what we called "comics" then: newspaper-sized affeuirs, some
mostly nictures for very young children learning to read, others pages
of infinitesmal type with onc or two tiny illustrations, printed on
dirty pink or green newsprint. No doubt therc werc stories there with
an imaginacive angle, but memory fails. Then there was another group
of publicrtions with no accepted name -- they sometimes called them-
selves "story papers" -- 32-page 8" x 12" wecklies aimed &t older
readcrs, irom kindcrgarten vp to the teens, These tended to have
definitc cditorial policies and slants. A few like the Gem and Magnet
specialised in that ebysmal bottom of juwvenile fiction, the school
story: most ot them ran a varier selcction of adventure; sport, de-
tective and historical Fiction. I read thcsc by the grossy particul-
arly the Champion ard Triumph which went in for lost worlds swerming
with dinnersaucers, mad scientists threatening the world and the like,
I looked out foi such stcries and trecked down missing instalments at
a pretty early age. [ missed the infomous Scoopsy, which was in this
class but was also a genuine if primitive scicnce fiction publication.
The lest ounc of the fiecld I kept any interesi in was the iodern Boy,
which was well on the way there.

I must have been only seven when I read Wells' "The Invisible
Man", ¢ brilliant o:ject.lesson in developing e new idea and meking it
intelligible to an unprepared audience; and "Tho Food of the Gods"
vhich goes further, showing a world transformed by a new factors These
two books thet happened to be around started a search for more books
with something to say, and in ihe next few years I discoverecd and read

/

o fair amount of Vorne, Hagzard, Burroughs., Then therc were storics

in advlt British magazines of the time, likc Pearson's and The Strand
—— a little known field for survrisingly good SFe

It wos in 1935, I thaink, that the Flash Gordon strip started



running in various Australian newspaperse  The Adelaide licil produced
a handout announcing it =- a broadsheet with & lot of sales talk and
some scenes from the first few episodes, I was delighted: at first.
But I followed the series, as much irritated as thrilled [ Al g - 300)5e
years with occasioncl lapses, I went out of my way to sce the film
version, a crude and mediocre serial, a couple of years later. There
were other imoginative flickers too =-- lystery Liner, Son of Kong (I
mis.ed King Kong until it was revived not so long ago), serials like
Jungle Mystery and The Vanishing Shadow. I missed Things to Comc by
being on the move -- in Adelaide when it wes showing in Sydney, and
vice versas It took me years to catch up with it at « revival.

Then therc was Buck Rogers, in his nattily uniformed znd musclc-
bound glory. I misscd the first of the semi-annual books, but No., 2
wes just what I had been waiting for. By that time; though I didn't
have & name for it, I knew what I wentcd. Buck's 25th century of gad-
gets and interplanetary doings wes most acceptable.

Wclly that's how it wente. Nobody made it easy for us then. The
young fan today hes a very different kind of expericnces His world
has changed redically in the 1last generation, and the chenges wore
so0 commonly predicted in earlier science fiction that the field has
gained o sort of precarious respectability through its notoricty. All
about us we have abundant cvidence that the pconle in the 'thirties
who thought (if you could call it thinking) thct things were going to
stegfer on as they were indefinitely were idiotically wrongs and the
unponular minority who could see plainly whet was coming were merely
sceing the obvious. Today atomic energy is onc of the most important
facts of our existance and space flight is imminent, In the 'thirtics
public opinion had scarcely heard of the atomic theory, and privatcly
thought the world was probably flat.

vhere today a lot of bums have got in on the act and we are in-
undated with corrupted science fiction, & generation ago +the organis=-
ed field of the magazines was so feeble that it took a lot of finding.
I would have recd Amazing, Wonder and Astounding &t the time I was
reading Buck Rogers if I had known they existeds I did not suspect,
and I found them by accident in the end. How it happened was thiss
In 1937 I started hunting for imaginative books in ecrnest, and found
plenty of them,, including Beynon's '"Planet Plane", the stupidly nemod
hard covered cdition of "The Space l'achine" or "Stgowaway to Mars". It
was the obvious sequel to this novel, "Sleepers of Mars", which pert-
icularly interested me in issue No. 2 of Tales of Vonder whcn I hap-
pened to see it. From therc it was an obvious step to look for other
issues, and to find the American megazines in the process,

I hope you don't mind my running on like this, Talking about
oneself is always pleasent, isn't it? But I do want to get over the
point that things have changed, science fiction not the least, since
prewar days: so changed that if all you know about science fiction
is the field of the middle 'fifties you are missing a great deal,



In fact, you are missing so much that you cannot be said to be well
acquainted with science fiction as a whole. Hodern magezine SF has
suffered through its popularity because to make it more acceptable to
the public its freedom of speculation has been severely limited. It
had to be simplified to let newcomers understand it, As I indiceated
before, prewar fans read widely in the earlier speculative books
fairly often, they were interested in SF in spite of onnosition and
they didn't mind a few difficulties. On the other hand, today a great
vart of the important background is pretty well known, You can lecrn
all you want to know about space flight, for instance, from innumersble
sources before you look into SF for its conseqguences, That's good. But
while it has becn possible to dispense with much of the lsborious dis-
cussions of the theories involved; the process has been extended to
cut out discussion of matters far less well understood and less sound-
ly baseds A set of conventions has grown up, by which all kinds of
possible future develorments arc assumed with the most casusl descript-
ion or none at all. This waesn't just to please the new readcr, indeed
it cen hardly do that: it happened bccause SF had accumulated a huge
following of people who had been reading it for long cnough to know
all the explanations by heart.

Some of these conventions have been badly ebuscd. The theoretical
possibility of movement faster than light is the outstanding example.
It +takes us back to the dark ages by the back door by meaking other
solar systems accessibles Now it is unusual to see any attempt to work
out the probable conditions on & postulated planet -- in many stories,
4simov's novels for instance, planets are treated like neighbouring
towns, their different enviromments are blissfully ignored. It's not
what we used to think of as science fiction, Yet it didn't start as
pure fantasy: there were once arguments to justify many of these con-
ventions, and in prewar SF we can see their origins.

Quite a few once fumiliar themes have vanished completely in
modern science fiction. Often this is goode. I wouldn't want to sece
the into-the=-atom nlot resurrectecd, But timc travel, znd gcometrical
fourth dimcnsions used to be comuon, for instance.

Well, in "Scene" I put a fair amount of cmphasis on the historical
angleo bccausc of thise. I tried to show the continuity of the tradit=-
ion to some extent, In particulary; I kept up two lines of approachs
in the regular "Tweonty Years igo" and clsewherey, I vointed out the
changes that have token pnlace and how far some features have persist-
ed through these changes == while on the other hand I kept pointing
out the topical intecrest of the important early writecrs.

It should pe beinted out, though, that "Scene" included far more
material on eerly SF then I would have proferred. There was a dif-
ficulty about material, I wrote as little of the department as pos-
sible, nreferring to give space to other writers cnd havc more pocple
reoresented. But only a very few of the many Australian fans I am in
touch with responded to my request for contributionse. Several of them
did write to discuss proposed articles, and in a fow more issues no



doubt these would have gone in. Vol liolesworth gave me some reviews
and became the only Australian contributor actually appesring in the
department. And where were the other five hundred?

One point needs mgntione. fi lot of readers thought that more
svace should have boeen given to current affsirs, with news about
what was going on now and in the immediate future. Well, there was
not much I could do along these lines because of the time lag between
the proparetion of the department and its publication. The interval
wes three months at best -~ cony deadline was the last day of each
month for the issue released ebout the beginning of the fourth month
followings So there wasn't much scope for topical material, Incid-
entally, thc copy for issues 19 and 20 had been scnt in beofore
the decision to end with Mo. 18 was mades Those issues would have
inciluded two more instalments of +the "Creatures of Imegination" ser-
ies and the beginning of a long article on the evolution of fictional
spaceships by Arthur C. Clarke.

The genersl pattern of the department was worked out before it
began, snd followed fairly generally: the features "Twenty Years Ago"
and "Scene on the Screen" to run regularly, =nd the rest of the space
divided between reviews and special articles. The introductory piece
in issuc No. 12 was all the generel introduction I proposed to writes
Getting suitsble material was a problem, though it was nevor a serious
one to get enough in time., Though as I said before I was disappoint-
ed with the rate of local contributions, I knew that among the vast
amount of non-professional writing on SI' there was plenty that was
good enough to use and still of intereste I leafoed through many hun-
dreds of publicntions in search of likely items, and contacted the
vriters and publishers wherever I coulds I may as well state here
that I always appended acknowledgments for anything that had been
published before, even in some broken-down fan sheet with nothing
else to recommend it in its short life: but about half the time, they
didn't appear in the megeazine. The printers, or more correctly the
comps and proofreaders, left a lot to be desiredes lore silly mistakes
went in than you could sheke a stick at, particularly misspellings
of namese. I once referred to Buck Rogers reminiscently as & bottle-
gcarred veteran, Not & very brilliant pun perhaps, but that's what I
wrote:s but it ceme through as the conventional battle-scarred kinde
In No. 17, the block on p. 110 belongs on pe. 101, while the block
appearing there belongs with the obituary on Fletcher Pratt, since it
illustrates "The City of the Living Dead".

Forrest J. Ackerman of course comtributed the film feature: but
he did much more than thate He located and sent over dozens of art-
icles, some of which went into the later issues -- Bob Olsen's "This
is Science?", CGlen Deniels' commentary on '"0dd John'", Ee Lo Ware's
"Space Flight Soon?".

In the tirst issue of the department, I tock the report of
Arthur C. Clarke's visit to the Futurian Scoiety of Sydney which I
had already reduced from a helf-hour tape for the old Futurian Soc-
iety News and extracted the more interesting bits, of the'reviews,
"Velie" you know, the others were from Inside & S.F. Advert1§e? and
from YWalter Gillings' fine Scioence-Fantasy review, in my opinion



the most useful "fan" publication thers has been. The paragraphs about
authors 1in the issue were an afterthought, one +that was continued in
most issues thereafter. It was alweys a last-minute job of hunting for
informetion, and the results were usually fragmentary, But better than
nothings it was an attemnt to provide some badly needed personality for
the magazine itself.

In. No. 13 was the debunking article on "Uncharted Coniinents'" ~-
it would be interesting to know who wrote it, I found it in an o0ld fan-
mag signed with a pen neme too silly to perpetuete, Iost of the reviews
should have been acknowledged as from Inside &SsFe Advertiser, that of
"The War of the Worlds" from Sam Sackett's Famtastic Worlds. Incident-
ally, this review seemed to me particularly valusble in its approach
to Wells' work for today. You don't have to be interested in historical
SF to anpreciate it, for it is still very much alive. Through many
years people have gone on reading him, and his more popular books are
rarely hard to buy in recemt editions. Yet in the last few years I have
been amazed to meet young fans who have never read even such basic books
as '"The War of the Worlds" end "The First lien in the Moon",. It seems
pretty silly to read current magazines in preference to +these and
claim to appreciate science fiction,

In No. 14 there were two short articles of genoral character,
Carolyn Gaybard's on esdventure SF znd David Rifkin's on leartians. In
the review department I looked over the SF Book Club record, and also
reported on Yefremov's "Stories"; an unusual iteme I intended to
write a series of articles on the science fiction movements in various
other countries, but only thet on Gemany materialised in time. The
next to be tre-ted would have been Liexico

No. 15 was I thought the most sucessful so far. There was Fox's
trenchant attack on the never-never trend in modern SF represented by
the "humanoid" concevtsThen there was a feature on Wells ~- beginning
with the 1899 interview in which he talked about his own ideas on his
work, incidentally giving a very different angle from what he said
in the 'thirties about it which is more familiary the photo of the
young Vells was a change from the femiliar elderly gentleman; the
contemporary illustration was appropriate to the atmosvhere; then
a streight review of "When the Sleeper lViakes", followed by Arthur L.
Joquel's analysis of the revisions in the later version revealing
the author's mind. There was the feature on German SF, and the Rev,
Richardson's wistful piece on unknown animals, In place of the usual
film column was Ackerman's report on last year's \jegt Coast Conference
-- the only time "fan" activity as such was reported on in the de-
partment: though No. 19 would have cerried a write-up on the 1956 New
York Convention and later issues plugs for this year's World Conven-

tion

In Noe. 16 a distinguished contributor appeared in Dre. Thomas S.
Gardner: his "Does Science Rule the World?" was I thought a valuable
piece, varticularly as offsetting the vacuous optimism so common in
SF.

Nos 17 had the obituary article on Fletcher Pratt. It wes ac-
cidental thet the interview with Edgar Rice Burroughs was in the same



issue, giving it too much emphasis on the past znd on personalities.

No. 18 had nerhsns the best contribution in the series, the late
Bob Olsen's "This is Science?", which took a look et what time and
popularity have done to science fiction in recent years. Thsre is al-
so a classic misprint on p. 102, col. 2, end of par. 1l: "strong" for
"wrong", a near-oprosite that neatly gerbles the sentence. On the next
page there is another, three lines from the end:; "no interest" should
read "an interest", And on p. 112, fifth line, "immorsal" should read
"immortal". Perhaps they did in on purpose. Then there was the first
instalment of "Creatures of Imagination", & feature I thought had pos-
sibilitiesy the piece debunking the meteor-collision fallacy,; 'More
Space, Less Heed"; Ackerman and Tucker on films with different apvroach
from the usual column, T thought this last issue of the department
was on the whole the best,

Looking beck on the "Scene", it is hard to say how much was ac-
comnlished. There was very little material I regret using, and I think
that a lot of valusble information and discussion was nresented. The
rapid degeneration of the fiction content of the magazine coincidental
with it was regrettable, however. The gap between the "Scene" and the
appalling rubbish fil'ing the nvnreceding 96 pages wes such that it is
hard to imagine many people reading bothe The faults Bob 0Olsen found
obvious werc amply illustreted in the same issue.

Perhaps the "Scene" was addressed +0 a more literate reader than
it was destined to reach mainly, This is the difficulty with any such
meterial in a magazine of large circulation and popular appeal, and
there has to be a decision to ainm high or low. I made the only decis-
ion I thought justifiable: I sddressed the department to a person with
not much knowledge of science fiction, of only moderate education and
probebly & teen-ager: I was not prepared to assume that he wes an
SRdENOshYe

And what now? Well, perhaps we shall have more attemnts at an
Australian science fiction magazine. In time perhaps even a satisfact-
ory oncs e probably shall not have such an altruistic project as
"The Science Fiction Scene" again, My own efforts on behalf of
science fiction go on, restricted to SCIENCE FICTION NEWS and less ob-
trusive activities. And there you have its No matter what heprens to
speculative writing in the hands of entrepreneurs; study and zppreciat-
ion continue. The field will survive all efforts to reduce it to the
level of modern general fiction as long as it has a minority im its
audience taking an informed interest in it.
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Big parcel of SELECTED WRITINGS OF RICK SNEARY has Just come. 8
ANSE In 88 Publicatlion, Miritingst features 32 450 pages ef
the best articles and letters by this well-known American fan
High spot of the anthelegy 13 a hilarlous 3-page~article on:
"The Care And Feedlng of Young Fans". Printed cover and an
11lo by Atom set off the wrltlngs nicely. Excellent setout,
mimeo,

In case you're wondering what all this 1s about, here
are the detalls., American fandom would like to have Walter
Willis at South Gate fer the 58 World SF Convention.  To en-
ceurage him te go, and to help him out with the cost, the SG
planning committee has started a special fund: THE WAf TO THE
GATE FUND. Berry 1s acting as English agent and I'm running
the Australasian appeal. It comes to this -- If you would
like to give some encouragement and a helping hand to the
Irish fan who has done so much in (and for) fandom, then why
not contribute to the fund? Everybody who contributes 2/6
or more receives a copy of SELECTED WRITINGS. Note: Thils
7 fund 13 not run in oppositien to TAFF, Rather it is a aseper- %
% ate fund altogether, and fans should not ignore one to give
% to the other. Furthermore, 1f for some reason Walt cannot
% attend the con, then proceeds will go to Taff. So if there
(0 are any contributions, send '8 ©® me 8hd L'1T relay them to
ﬁ WAW In return I send you WRITINGS Got that? Then 8o ta 1L
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TIME No.l. There are st111 coples of N pAs ST = T7’1—\1\IZINE
available in brand new condition: a real collector's item with
92 4to pages, including many pages of printed artwork and a
two-coloured printed cover. If you want coples, write now to
Mike Hinge, 100 Atkin Avenue, Mission Bay, Auckland,> E.1.

In return, Mike would likec American prozines, fanzines, or
copies of High Fidelity Magazine. If you can't send any of the
above, drop Michael a line anyway and you can come to some
agreement that way,

SF NEWS, the magazine of the SF field. Bimonthly, 8 or more
pages per issue, printed by photo-lithography. Columnists
include 4sj and Tucker. Only 6/- for 12 issues in N.Z., or
7/6 Australian. Send subs or enquiries to Kiwifan (NZ Agents)
or Graham Stone (Box 4440, GPO, Sydney, Australia.)

EAST AND WEST, a large printed journal dealing with the unusual.
Articles by experts on ESP, comparative religion, spiritualism,
anthropology, Space travel etc etc. A 'must'! for everybody
interested in such frontier subjects. Write to Kiwifan (NZ
Agents) for sample copy, or else sub (12 for 12/-).

....And don't forget --paraFANalis--the fanzine produced by Bruce
Burn, of 12 Khyber Road, Wellington E.5. Fantypestuff and plenty
pf fun!







