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MR ‘
"Mi into the air! Deep into the carth! Indescribable, mi‘gglgic.:
melodrama of New York 100 Yrs Hence!™ Thus blazond the theater ads in
Americanewspapers & magazines 13 yrs dago when Paramounf—Publix-inhf e W
ed the protetic picture desting to enthrall audiences of its time &7 &
remain a living memory, as in a shrine, in the mind of evry sttan be-
ing born then who was old enut & tortunate

't. Others--most ot o

f‘r}f
. o
enut to scece & appreciate -

imagine, reading thesec words when fntended :=“ﬂ
they shoud b, f.e., within hrs of the showing of the picture--have S
longd for long & long to see this classic., fﬁj
A number of imagit-natives

of Losangeles & environs had

+he--privi!cge-—preceeding the CONVENTION =
by some B wks. This publication prezsents a portion of the opinions Bl -
exprest by these people atter seeing the picture. Also included r "

words from its director & cameraman, a bit about the avthoresse, cast I
ot principal characters, & other items of-=it is hoped--interest......

Uwlll notice this mag is markt "Vol | Num 1", There will b gne

other number if sufticient response forthcomes. After viewing the l
picture record your reagctions & send same together with 10c fo Fanta= o
science Field: 236 1/2 N New H

ampshire, Hol lywood. Mid-Aug shoud see
either the publication of METROPOL!S #9 3r The retund of your 10c.  As
an added inducement to partici

pate, to the contributor ot the-~in the
editorial opinion--most

interesting article, will b awarded a copy of L
Science Fiction Digest 33 Mar. This number contains a résumé of ME-

[ROPOL IS, MTypes of Science Fiction™ by Dr Keller, "The Sclence Fice »

tion Eye" by JuliuSchwartz, "Spilling the AToms™ by Rap, "The Ether 3

Vibrates" by Weisinger, "The Time Tatler", "Titans oF Scicnee Fiction:

Farnsworth Wright', & concluding instalment of A. MERRITT'S "WOMAN OF
E D". TAn Tssuc wellworth owning!
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The Bk: Original edit. pubft in Deutsch, 274 Pgs, cover jacket L
by Wreimann or W,

Reimann showing colortyl supercity with 2 men tn gte
titudes quite similar to those

L

plctured by Paul for MA Visitor from -qﬁ

the 20th Century" in AmS o8 May. Actual cover, 4 beautifyl green fan- e

cily stampt in gold with title & name ot authoresse. Dedication reads
Ylch lege dieses Buch

in Deine Hande, Friecd" - otay TSR T your R
hands, Fred". The Forcword states: "This bk is not g4 present-day s

pictures  This BE is nol

a picture of the tuture. This bk takes place R g
nowhere. This bk serves no tendency, no class, no party. This bk js "
an imagining that trys to make U recognize this fruth: Haltway be- R
fween the Brain & the Hands must the Heart bi™ On the backtlap s an '
ad ot "Die verlorene Welt" by Conan Doyle, or our old triznd, "The 15
Lost Wortd", '

The Authoresse:s Thea von Harbou (pronounst Tay’yh tahn Hahr ‘boo) S
also wrote fthe scientifictionovels "fray im Mond" ("Woman in the
Moon™] & "Spione" ("Spys™) . Said to b a woman of

striking apearance &
personality. Marryd METROPOL IS director, :

dﬁ :




FRITZ LANG (Lahngl, Director of METROPOLIS, divorced +rom its atd
fhoresse, now lives in Celluloid Clibyas A

letter from Lang reveals he
never has seen the version of METROPOLIS cut for consumption on the N,
Americontinent ! Adapted by Channing Pollock {cousin ot 4 Los-Angelesa
tsperantisto), 4 reels were deleted, so that a little over /2 hr has
een fost. Lang says he got his inspiration for the City of the Fu-
fure from New York on his tirstrip here in '26. One wonders what ine
spirations he might get from aFtending the CONVENTION ¢

The Cameraman

Such is
KARL FREUND
- the brain
on "Frank-

the signature of
{pronounst Froyndt)
behind the "pox"
enstein" & other \ _Jimaginative
movics. Fraund | i g was present
the first nite | ot the revival jn Hol lywood &
Was interviewd trom the floor. \j"L? was the tirst film of Brigitfe
Helm" he informd. SlPangely,. the one thing we fecard-«the publicrts
reaction to the robot she portrayd--was passt by without comments but
the picture was attackt politicly, being calld Communist Propaganda,
Capitalist Propaganda, even Religious Propegandass. The technical
Frick of the luminous rings circling avtomat on during the transformae
Yion of the manikin" he went on to reveal, "yas accomplisht by whir|.
Png small it bulbs, like electric Christmas i R Uy LT var-
tance with the into once publisht in Science & Invention that circular

glass tubes, gastild & iltuminated by ciccfricify, were manipulated by
3 operators.

The Cast:

"Maria", woman & "mechanigal - Brigitte Helm 'Brih-gih’tch)
Jno Masterman: Altred Abel

His Son, Eric: Gustav Frolich (Goo“staht Frew’lich)

Rotwang fRote’vahngls Rudoif Klein-Rogge (Rogue, ch?)
Josephs  Theodor tTay “o~dore)

72 Heinrich Ceditgz. / 1oos

The Transtormation



Revival Reactions

PAUL FREEHAFER: Here is the intormation on METROPOLIS (% deserves
both capitals and underlining) as requested. Firstlys
Yes, this is the firstime | saw it. May | add, with decent lyck ¢
won't be the lastime zither. Secondly: From here on my reactions must
be divided into two parts: al) The technical side of the picture, and
b} the acting. Technically it tar excesded my expectations, grecat tho
they weres In my humble opinion cven the marvelous scengs in lﬁllgi
to Come were not equal to the effects achieved here, despite the ime
provements in camera technique in the

intervening years. But | had
completely torgotten the unrestrained overacting prevalent in the si=

lent films, and was shocked, horriticd, and amused. (More ham than the
Chicago stock-yards.) 50, dalancing thesc two factors in my mind, |
place Metropoils second in my list of tavorite scientifticinamas, high
because of iTs marvelous settings and laboratory scenes, below Thingi
to Come becaus ez of jts poor acting and over-cxaggerated philosophy..sss

FRANKLYN BRADY: | had not seen it betore. | thought that it "Metropo-

ITs™ "Had™had' 3 Be i e r plot, it would have been better
than "Things To Come" for the photoaraphy and

sets were superb. How-
ever | couldn't take "Metropolis™ seriously af all, it scemed too.much
like a tuturistic Silly Symphony. Hard to comepare the two because one
Was all humor and the other had a serious and sensible plot, As far as
eexpectation of 3 serioys plot want, it tailed to match it, but jt
Urpassed any ideca | over had of thz amount of humor in the picture.

¢ia§ = hammy cxcept for Rotwang.

Dirzcting = excellent, Ditto for
ingss  Poor scicncc & SL O Vit

SEROVERS  Oh! Rcaction? Swell photog. Better than fhings to

comec. |f memory s:rves me {and it better had:) betfer
han just. Only T7y in salve the damnablc, utterly unholy ham acting.
Subtract acting (sic) and You havz as a residuc onc of the best photo-
graphic efforts yet | haye seen. FEasy fo sge origin ot iaboratory
scenes ot Frankensticen tames of Quasimodo!s struggle atop the cathe=
- dral of Notre Dame in picture of same bitle; ‘of  he sHiuEn of

fhe Phantom of the Opcra. Story trite admitted. No point made as plot
ends In draw and "whero

arc our children." "Heart must unite hands and
brata™ stinks of Oxtordism. Ehg....
WARREN J. OSWALD: | had not sean it botore. o M had

better scttings
”Mctropolis" Was a bit the hetter. tt surpassed my expectations, be-
€ause | knew the date nf refecase and remembered other pictures gf th
Ssame date. |t SUrpasscd any up to thaet time. Fhe_acfing Hetracted
irom the picture as g whole. Too dramatics The dirzcting was excel-
pllent! Scttings were fine——somefhing novel for the date. There really

Was not much real scicnce involved, but what was there was very good.
Fhe story was mediccre, excopting a fzw incidences i,

and acting, but the direciing in

=

MAYBELLE ANSHUTZ: (Translated $rom Esperanto) - About the beautifyl &
very interesting movie "Wetropolishs Yes, it

is ve-
B interesting, especially as to the tacial-gcrobatix. Did | recently
5it in the theater & enjoy such atrocitys?2 Dont# Say yes, please, |
coudnt stand the shame. |+ was good znut for the old days, but then
Rillm art marches on.

koncise Comments: VODOSO - | thot it fair:; the plot childish & the
acting over—emofional. HODGKINS: So thatts your Grzat Scicntitifimenct
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TrEeha assure you fhatiL} gave me one ot th
taining scientitictional evenings l've had in over 3 year. b
yghed 'til | sprang a leak in my lung. Compared with things to_

Id, at tirst, give my all tor the Wells epicomposition, by H'-'i"
”Wﬂning it around in my mind | suddenly realized that ME OPOLTS wa B
ust as good, even though it was dated. | really didn't know_exgghlf e

‘what to zxpect when | went to see it. | had heard garbled tales df.ﬁ‘ﬁr
_ffzr—super photography, e¢tc, but it buyrst on me like a bombshel |, 5mda:“
'a rather humorous one at that. And since | had hardly any zxpecfa%ioni,
| was neither disappointed or overly clated. The acting was----as is

" always with picturcs made in them thar days--a bit of Armour's Star.
" lham) The plot was moth-caten. The dirccting, well, it could have .
Sbeen better. But, the best part, was the photography. | belicve, 1
"+h£u+ a doubt, that one of the most interesting scienti-scenes that o
was ever taken was the one where the gir! Maria, has her persona!i‘ry_:l'{"I -
d physical beauty transterred te that of the female automaton. Sci= = = =
Znce was poor. But now that the evening is part of misted memory P [ -
-Ji torgotien most of the funny things, thank hzaven, and only fhe,l 'LuW

od things remain. METROPOLIS is indeed well worth my money any day.

ROJO: This was the tirstime 1'd seen METROPOLIS. | thot it was won-
v derful, considering it was the first of its kind & was Pro- s dg8

vced over I3 yrs ago. Naturaly, it cantt compare with more recent

-
acles such as Things to Come because they have the advantage ot %
5 of experience in producfion & acting. Even so, the sets were mag-

icent. The camera perspectives were very impressive. kn spite of
at some say about the horrible acting | thot it was good. It seemd
y much overdonc compared to what we have today, fruec; but when we

sider cverything had to b conveyd by pantomimz & facial zxpression =
Without the assistance ot speech...we must admit i+ was welldone. The
girl playd her 2 parts pertectiy: She was a s.y.t. & @ vicious robof,

-

that wasnt good acting what woud U call it. The boy very success- i- |
ul by exprest all the joys & sorrows, hopes & tears & frustrations 2 .
thich he was sposed to ¢xperience. The cast put the ideas over so o
iere was little dout at any time as to just what was going on. | havae

en hoping for yrs tor a chance to see METKOPOLIS. i definitely was
)T disappointed in what | saw; but what | heard--! The wise~cracking iy
one who sat directly in front of me (figure it out for yourself . =
3 tho | shan't say which Ray--there r 3 in the LA Leag), the ribald
fter & general uproar, even audible comicomment by the local discip A
'Tdignify... What uncomplimentary conclusion is to b deduced from the
3Ct Tt waes a considerably quieter crowd the 2d nite | saw METROPOLIS
12 aqudience was practicly devoid ot sttans?! i

_ , L1 rdl
Ot Metropolis was super-fine. The totograty was perfect--the Sl 1 -

B " ing over-done--& the story rotton--buyt nevertheless, | enjoyd o
very minufe ot its showing. ; :

an.
’ 4

i
e Sfe + Popoll i BW™ Jolg v BURW RS . " 2.5 treat & thriltl
. to me. | had seen the picture before dur ing. bl
isit to the States (from the Dominion of Canada, then my home). Thi

s in 1927, For Quay, mon mari, my--"how you sayeM--hg,

ha"," ..'
B [hiwas dhe s Sezing. He is not g science fiction én?ﬁdé?ﬁ
] s {"byt he's My Mant"), & tho' 1| know he would rather see a }ﬂi

,:7§1LIS KERLAY:

!

fgeére,; he would say he considered "our" picture a remarkable p
3] b’LHmysf admit "Things to Comev is the superior pic#urﬁ,ﬁﬁr' |
ﬂ'f‘_ﬁ;z’rFoponan Sta--, pardon-~"Metropolis"! better than ;

{]

Hlus -
he” or any of the other future-films. Sans doute, a dozen years
1 now they'l|

make one greater than even "Things to Come", b S Lo

2 .
. e d
i

-

- R W '.” - - g5
1o u )3 _ 1 _ x L7}

-
e B

) =



v
a 5 !

c!Lng kb "Fhings like a c!ingsione, Tcausc aﬁ s a pedchi tike Paul or.
a Gernshach Amazing, . just tove "Me?rooolts 4 guess I'm just a sens

~timentalist-at hearf,

E TROPOLA & MYSTERYS !

What woud the 4 m:sslng reels rzvesl? At the showinas spons"

sord by the Atademy: Revuew, on-display were 3 SUPETr  serap hks-—persoﬂal

Froperty-of tha dlrec}OF——Cdﬁfalnan over’ SOO scenes trom thevmovie...
practicly the picturce itselt! Pizcing. #oaafhzr what | coud trom this-
incredibtecarray:-of stitis (palzmq inte microsigniticance my long=-

Brized @ollocfson of 10}, it epears ‘tomea the complete continues beyond

fhe eonvéntional Meverything all x" ‘soding, demanding #he dedth of Fhe -

s0nl For thzre is a ftote ot ‘the fother & Rotwang regarding a monument .

'.recordnnq Ecicts birth & Tloss". ' Joseph, the’ emp loyee whom Masternan

dismisses with "Draviyour pay from-the G-Bank™;- Scems $omehow to have -

4 igured much more prominently - in the following procezdings than we r

showh«  Maria, the robef,.saems some bime to have dope a 2d dance, in
entirely ‘o ditferent cos tume, whether during Ericts detirium or i'ngee

toatity, T cannof say. ~“The Prizst, prariuc!y nonexistent in "our" vers

'L_sPon,_s *ems _to have playd a rather prominent r8le in the original. No .

- tuey tho carved face of Mariai v One of Lang's stiflls shows the. real .y d-_i'

gunplay apzers in the Pollock adaptatione We sce no dreat  stane sta--

";rla, during her wild blite drom Rotwang a? ?he climax, "ctinaging - %n 8

JAETROPOL IS she has been-teatured  IH Deutsa & French versions of

great bedl & la Lon Chancy tn. "otre Dame ~Studying a stitl of the

celctri=city, discoverd namesionsthe sides. ob Sldgs wich ene might _
“not notlece in fhe raptd passing of Yhe stene;. or.couvd nod read from a=-

35 nr rvmzmber.. Here: r. fthese; sirenge namess UTAVOR X THUMD =~ SACLPE

LSS BEDEUAT =S GOMDEAT - ANENLROK =" BONDEA: = ADE. LENE - ERANOT - SIDIR <
,;TLEKHE & an Ewtfh a badeckward capra! N next 4#._ Whet weird lenguage?!
SHOE~LITES - - b
_ As Fay Wray bacame poen ~as "ihe Hotror herolnel so
Fatect Lrigiffe Helm fhe inter-naffl "Sci; nf:film Giel" becavde ‘beside

50
many Sotter imag!nat(ve mov iesy . such §s,. f@f example;, Pifdrre-Benoitls

: BTHe Mistress of Atbtantis!, "Spys® (infrigue in superbank “of tomorel,

s

'{nd""ﬂ' "hen “'\'E_\ ta;d Ymoviba s - those
oo A S e i s CHCZWas mads Mnoa Brh it

"3old? (d{onanuiacfured arilflcxa! aurumjy PMan'dr agore Abragnet .
{testobe-baby,-maturing to soulbess. siren}: &c... Goad QVd B fibig Rty
oo Rusl Fearn owns a.print ot METROPOLES ! > fnctydsa in. s eg Fimg—
Fod 300 inBab it ant s ot Cihazing ClEy wha attended Juring the Fime gi “fh
Y revival=gh Ovings were celebritys Eiehqrd Cromweibits fivet-niter) 2

Chaetie MeCar fhvts® tre eator, Sproving tha datderts ac dommyt ASe s G

dopada~Gl edhVhL, Mar of " +hs FEilstes - E A e

doeflenczs Talbur. e ach perfor .
dJy- fHey rn»ly Az and mav»es*"
: _ _ sk eigemyn™te. Ymake »l:!b-q__h'.
S L3 L s casi T eomor tsed A% Doroth=4 l““aaf”“n in Lq|5~rm"1 AT
ih»?kl &8 "V*ria'; Phnraﬂ Vevdt (FrEeYy a3 1 o $ln stors 6 Mo Franal bs

kol Fredarsenlsyn }.L Deot sol version)-% daen "“oiwanj == ter lorrel.
CONTEST tANOTHER It~ . | ' 1

‘T . Wonted: oA révicy ol HETROPOLIS 41 s Phe 'r*fanr:

stamﬁpdﬁﬂ?. Ecward' Thc gcleniiiilm Is,uv ot TA”TA41 Nihazlﬂe.

e, Fir 6mi
“siongst sudh and$y11cg+ &+ nftshf pe Ensiers o5 L SEraguz de Cangs. "5§¢“
Aowowr s, Dicks W s ong. Eet Sehuyber Midlber., e Wi Coarba a1 ) 5 kRS Egher
Ja Confades ot “this Calibre; Shoud came ¢ ‘manel r Esume ol e FRRROT IS O
J1i Mgy b wr it e bY w~comparitive WyKa gwas . Eat wrlftvn iof jsiiﬁrr:!yg'
.zhoud;&;, %e By oybllsh 5 513&& as fhc Jgngpﬁvﬁ}ha_ igi nFtr rioffﬁﬁé;
o AN e o = - N a ; : :
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