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ZXT MEETING: The next meeting will be,Sund ay afternoon at 1:00 p.m., 1l December,
1949, at the home of Geqrge Young, 22180 Middlebslt, Farmington,
dohigan, PFirst a map! «e-e-
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Joming out from Detroit by car you can come out either Grand River or around the north
1ide of town on enynof the Mile Roads to Middlebelt Rosd. TFrom Grand River and 8 Mile
load, watch for a sign saying 500 feet to Middlebelt Road. There is a large nursery
on the southeast corner of [Middlebelt and Grand River and a churoh and 8 plumbing shop
sn the northwest corner; thers is al=o a Texeco gas station on the southwust comer,
Joming by bus from Detroit, you can teke the Grand River, Hemilton Seven Mile, Second
sve. Six Mile busses to Grand River and Lasiler Road in Reford. On the northwest cor--
1er of Grand River and Lasher, you can catoh a Greyhownd suburban bus running to Farm-
ington every half hour from 12:30 on into tho aftermoon. For the ocarly birds thoro is
1 bus at 11:20, Fans coming in from Saginaw, Cadillac, and points north, take US-10 to
Js=24, US-24 is identifiod by tho huge Frankenmuth sign on theo north sidc, opposite
it, Tako US-24 to Nino Mile Rong. If you should happen to get atwk or w-nt any in-
formation, you might try onlling Farmington 1120 or TYler 7-6132 in Detroit. '

LAST LEETING: The last meeting was held at the homs of Arnim Seielstad, in Grosse

Pointe, Those pressent were George Young, Martin Alger, Arnim Seiel--
stad, Edith and George Fufcsik, Fred St., Arnault, Andre Weittenhoffer, Erwin Stirnweis,
Terry Gordon, Howard DeVore and Ed Kuss, .‘:Urprlse of the meeting was the appearance
of Martin Alger who Jjust drove dowpn from Mackinaw City for the winter, - _also Erwin
stirnweis who got a weelnnd off from school.. Disappointment qf the meeting was the
1bsenge of the Saginaw fans who, it seceins were kept away becauwse of a sudden snowstorm
in their part of the country. Discussion mn wild on the Saginaw episodc and the re-
iignations of ths Saginaw fans., More of this later. A petition for an amendmont to the
sonstitution was drawn up wnd signod at ths moeting. Morc of this later. Edith Furesik
7as appointed by the president and with the approvwal of the rest of the group present
50 the post of acting-secretary should the rosigmation of Arthur Rapp still stand dos=-
1ite all gfforts of ths olud te ohange his mind. brs. Sciclstad secrvcd an exocllcent
‘epast of boanio-woonics, colc slaw, cake and cookics, coffee, pop and bosk becr. It
7a enjoyed to the very last burp.



'0: MSFS Members; Other Interested Fans; Interested Non-Fans.

Onr the 13th of November, the meeting of the DMichigan Science Fantasy Society was
314 at the home of the seoretary, Arthur H. Rapp. After the meeting had broken up and
he mmmbers were lsaving, there was a slight explosijon. You who are reading this have
lready reed lMx. Rapp's version of this affair, Now let me present ths ot her side of
the 3 tory.

At tho meeting Fred Reich brought forth a large fire-cracker. It was about 4 inches
long and 3/4 of an inch through. Fred has set off several other fire-crackers at MSFS
wetings beforo and had never gathcrcd a orowd like the one wo gathered tiat night.
iveryone at tho meoting had scen the thing bsforc it had becn sct off, and yct no one
22d smid 2 thing or done a thing to mwcevermt it being sct off as per plan. It seems
tmt Art said something to Fred personally about not wanting the fire-oracksr set off
‘sar his house and that if ths boys wanted to see it go off so badly, they could just
70p 1t out the window of the car as they drove tlrough Flint on their way home. But
.6 said this only to Fred and to Gene Seger, not to the rest of ths MSFS members that
ere presant.

One carload of the Detroit members (the St, Armults and daughters mad the DeVores
'nd their daughter) md started back to Detroit at about 6:00 p.m. and the rest of us
‘ere preparing to go at about 8:00 p.m. We said goodbye to Art cn his front porch and
iled into ocur waiting autos.. Someone eommented that Gems was setting off the fire-
'Ta cker, We got into the car and turned around awaiting the blast before going homs.
ene set off the fire - cracker and beat it % his ocar, which he ad turned around,
@aded for Detrwit., We waited and wmaited and waited. Nothing hapmwmd. Gene got out
f his car amd headed for the fire-cracker to see what was wrong. It seems that he had
ot 1it the thing properly the first time and it had gone out. Now belng dumb as he is
ene picked up tis firse - cracker without thinking that it might have gone off in his
and (it's a pitythmt it didn't) end when he put it down In moved it closer to the
ouse without thinking. Fred hed direocted this cperation the first time and had had
he thing set a decent distancc from the housc. Now as we sat in our gar (Edith and
sorge Furcsik ((Hal Shapiro's sister md brotlor-in-law)) =znd their som Billy, Arnim
scielatad, George Young, Bill Groovsr, Ralph Flucttec and his daughter) {(Groover and
1uctte have dropped out of the elub), it was rcecmerked that the fire-- cracker looked
wfully close to the house. Gene lit ths fuses, dashed to his car, started his motor
nd waited, This time we could ses tl»s fuse burning, with a soft sputter. Aftsr about
O seconds had elasped, the neighborhood was subjected to a blinding brillance, fol-
owed by a deafening explosion. Gene Seger took off like a bat out of hell. Of course
red Reich did too seeing that he was in Gene's car. Fred said later that it was only
lash powder in the f ire-cracker. I will grant it that it did mke a lot of light ,also
.t mmde a lot of noime,

Above the roar of the explosion I thought tlat I Imd heard tls shattering of glass.
3 Arnim beliesved he had heard tle same thing I got out of the ear and dashed into the
Jusa, Stading in the front door was the slan from Saginaw with a 8light grin on his
ace and the first thing said werse these memorial words by Art: "I -see where the club
reasury is going to pay for a msw wimow." I agreed and asked how Art was physically.
t tuned out that he had been in the other room wlen the blast occured 2nd had not
esn hurt by any flying glass. This, by the way, was not the least bit funny. If Art
20 been in the way of the flying glass it might have been a different story. As it
1s, we were 2ll lucky. We walked into the other front room of the housc and checkcd
10 other window thers. It scoms 1t hnd becn smeked originally but had becn koeping



>u¢ the cold and the rain. Althouwgh it had not boen in the dircet linc of tho axplo-
idon, it had also been knockod out. Woll, that mdc two pancs of glass that the club
12d to pay for.

Avout this tims, Bill Groover c2ms in from the car to find cut if sanything had hap-
cncd. When the domage had beon pointecd out %o him, ho decided to sty whilc =nd halp
rt board up the windows. We (Art, Bill -md I) decided that it would be best if the
ictroit fans left for home. There was nothing they could do now but get in trouble if
ny neighbors started to ask questions. I walked out the door to find the front lawn
overed with people and cars were all over the street. I cleared the crowd with ques-
.ions ooming at me from all around, such as, "wlet happensd?" "did the stove explcde?"
or "anybody killed?" and made my way back to the car. When I got there I found that
Jearge Furosik and Ralph Fluette had gons to the house and I had misssed tlom in the
arowd. We weited for them to return,

After about a minute had eleapsd, a dimwail could ba heard approaching in the die~
tance. We ssnt Arnim Seielstad back to the house to drag George end Ralph out of thers
>efare the long arm of the law arrived. Aftor another half minuto or so wont by, what
slould ocoms roaring down the street? A polics cear?? Holl mol! A fire trucki! This
1as soon followed by anot har of the ssmo. About thia time George and Ralph got back to
the car and we sat there lawghing our fool heads off. After all, throuvgh no fault of
Jur own, we had experienced an explosion, a blinding flash of light, and it had cost
18 only about $2.00 in broken windows. Now tlrough the neurotic aoctions of one of
irt's neighbors we werse furnished the glitter and thrill of te Saginaw Fire Dept. We
tooked only at the humorous aide of the whole thing and wondered what ths fire chief
iould do when he found bhe didn't lave a chemical co. or somthing equally large that
1@ gcould have his ys practise on.

We were already to leave when we heard in the distance the shrill soream of another
fficial vehicle approaching in the distemce, this time coming up State St. from the
'iregstion of downtown instead of up Bay St from tle west side as the first fire trucks
ad oome. Now we expected the police, Was it the police? . Agaiin, hell, no!l. It was an=
tler fire o0o. truck. New if you think it wasn't funny enough watching the first two
sire trucks coming down Bay St. end the third onc that rounded the cormer from Statg
.t, unto Bay, you are mistaken, but whtn that Hook and Ladder truck roundsed the corner
ast of all, that was tho straw that brockec tho camel's back. We just about split our
nides lawghing, We lay in the scats roaring with laughter. Out side the oarg .several
sople stopped on their way to Art's housse %o ses what had lEppenod 2nd wondered what
he hell those orazy fools were laughlng at. We decided tlmt it was time th=t discre=-
ion became the best part of valor and Is ft. We took Rnlph home and stayed at his
ousa for an hour or more talking over the nights eventa. After this we went on our
arry way bagk to the fair city of Detroit.

Came the mxt deay, came work, ocame-home. My mother met me at ths door with: "Isese
hat your club made the radio; what lappened last night?" Y proceeded to axplain and
ont next door to ses the neighbor friend that had heard the annocuncement over tho ra-
io. He wanted to know how wo had sent a huge ball of fire bellowing into the . - sky
ollowoed by & cloud of smoke. Alsc it socms that the blast was hecard two milss away,
- cxplaingd what had lmppencd, that thore had becn no ball of firg, but a flash  of
ight from thc explosion. I also do not think that the cxplosion was heard two miles
way. Nowspaper reporters have been known to streteh things a little and I know that
1ere was no ball of fire. list of the account of the explosion in the paper was . the
ssult of mass hysteria such as the flying disk scara. After all, the reportcrs necd-
1 somcthing to substantiate a half page piseturc amd a four column spread in the Sagi-
W peper the nmoxt morning.

Camc ancther day and the Dotroc it Fraee Press. On ths back page was a picture of Art
:ing questioned by 2 firc inspcetor and in the "It Ehppened in Michigan' column thore



28 & small item of soms 13 lines of type on what had happencd in Saginaw. Thon on
atwday en open lotter oams in from S~ginaw whieh you have all seon, Tiat bringas us
p to data.

That samo Saturdayat our Detro it meoting the whols thing was taken up and the Sag-
naw opiscdae was thoroughly discusscd but it was a2greced that the Detroit oludb could do
othing and it would have to be loft up to the lMehigan club to comec to somc undorsta=-
ding on this mmtter. The following Sunday at tho first Mioc hignn mccting after this o-
.nt, we walted for the arrival of the Saginaw fans. To our surprise, Algy showed up
t the mesting. Ho who spends his summor running 2 resort in Naekinaw City had writon
hat he would not ba down for 2 fow wooks yot, =nd now showed up quitec suddsnly, Ho
hnd stopped in Saginaw tho day befere and assurcd w tlat the Saginaw fans would bo
thero. Thecy didn't come. It seoms tmt a sudden snowstorm hed comoc up end they did not

want to chanee the iey roads,

At tt» meeting, it was talked over and decided tlat we would 40 everything in our
power to keep the Saginaw fans in the club, We folt that tl® Inoident was besically
oaused by all present besauss no one had spoken up throughout the meeting against tis
sotting off of the fire-cracker, the Saginaw fans included. Everyone there had seen
the thing before the eoxplosion as Reich had shoen his handy work to every one present.
If Art or enyone had wantod to stop the sctting off then was tho timo to do it. Anty,
it seems, Ind sald some thing, but not to thc group as a wholc. Wao dgeided that it
would be unfair to kiek Frod amd Gone out of the alub without all of us leaving, but
that we would rather do this than have Art and the Saginaw Fen lcava the club.

An amendmert to the constitution of the MFS was proposcd to try to prevent this
gsort of inc dent happening in the futwe. This amendment is printcd in this issuc of
the MICHIFAN. All present at the meeting signed tlw amemdment petition and signified
that their signatures were to be counted as yes votes on the amendment. Therefore this
mendment has eleven yss votes at tlz prescnt tims.

There was no malice or farethought in the episode at Art's and the club is very
‘pologetie to him for the whols thing. It was an unfortunate occurance that we hope
‘111 never happen again. We apologize to Bill Groover for the unusuel spot we put him
n when he was the number 1 suspecct of ths police. Ws apologize to all of the rest of
he membors of tilz MSFS that had the ir reputat ions damnged beezuss of the ineident,

George H. Young
President, MSFS"

\MENDMENT 2 Herewith is presented the proposed amendment to :the sonstitution of
the Michigan Science Fantasy Sogisty. The petition was signed by the

"leven members present at the last meeting and the eleven signatures also represent

»leven yes votes for the amendment. Ballots are being enclesed to all voting members
f the MSFS. We urge that you vots end return the ballots immsdiatsly so that the elub
i1l be in position to toke any ncocssary stops it fecls desirable,

Any membor may be oxpclled, put on probation, and/or fined, by a majo=
i‘ity vote of the membership; for condwt dotrimcnt2l to the olub. The
mgnitude of the fine or the length of probation will be determined at
that tims, -

BE SURE TO MARK YOUR BALLOTS AND RETURN THEM IMMEDIATELY



