CLARITAS #6.152 was a one-shot parody of OPUNTIA inspired by another zine, FOSFAX.

CLARITAS was a single-sheet with four pages, plus a one-sided half-sheet (= one page) as a loose insert. It was
published immediately after OPUNTIA #23.1B. The insert explains the reason for issuing CLARITAS.

For context, the remarks about Pentium chips are in reference to the then scandal about Pentium computer chips
incorrectly rounding off numbers when doing calculations.
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Claritas 6.152 by Glen Steeples;
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The Americen zine FOSFAX (Louisviile, Kentucky) dié a parcdy
of itself called Phosgene. The zine reviews were of

real zines parodied. Opuntia was parodied as Claritas, editor
Dale Speirs as Glen Steeples (Dale = Glen, Speirs pronounced
'spires' = steeples). Dale Speirs decided to create a real
Claritas to match the parody review.

Except for the paragraph about the penguins, everything in
Claritas is for real.
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CLARITAS #6.152 April 1995

CLARITAS is published by Glen Steeples, Box 666,
chewan, Ontario, Canada.

Kashe-
Not available for The Usual.

WHY THIS ISSUE IS LATE: My Smith-Corona computer has a
Pentium chip to do the numbering. Try as I might, the
damn thing won't print the heading properly, which is why
this issue is numbered 6.152, even though it is the next
one after issue 4.999.

EDITORIAL: The three most popular sports in Canada are
hockey, curling, and constitutional reform. Catholic
theologians may debate how many angels can dance on the
head of a pin, but a Canadian theologian would first in-
stinctively try to settle the question of whether the pin
is a federal or provincial responsibility. When an Ameri-

can president is faced with domestic problems he can't
handle, he distracts public opinion by invading a small
country unable to withstand American military might.
When a Canadian prime minister is faced with domestic

problems he can't handle, he distracts public opinion by
proposing a new constitutional accord. (We can't invade a
small country because we might lose, our armed forces hav-
ing enough trouble containing aboriginals on their Re-
serves.)

Other countries have stirring openings to their constitu-
tions. The ages preserve declarations such as "We hold
these truths to be self-evident". Canada's 1982 consti-
tution begins with those deathless words "That, whereasin
the past certain amendments to the Constitution of Canada
have been made ...".
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Of the many different constitutions Canada has had, the
one to survive longest was the British North America Act
of 1867, amalgamating several quarrelsome Dominions and
colonies. This confederation was motivated not so muchby
brotherly love and the belief that in unity there is str-
ength, as it was by fear of American manifest destiny and
the impatience of Britain, fed up with spending money on
the fractious colonies. The BNA Act was passed by Brit-
ish Parliament and could only be amended by them, putting
Canada in the peculiar position of being unable to amend
its own constitution. Not that it really mattered, since
only lip service was ever paid to the BNA Act. That Act
clearly specifies that Canada was to be ruled by a Gover-
nor General (in right of the Crown) and each province by
a Lieutenant Governor. Nowhere in the BNA Act is  there
any mention of a Prime Minister or provincial Premier.

The 1982 Constitution is not actually a freestanding con-
stitution but rather is a series of amendments to the DNA
Act. The latter was patriated to Canada, giving us the
right, as of 1982, to amend our own constitution. Patria-
ted, not repatriated. Since the BNA Act hadn't been here
it obviously could not be repatriated.

All well and good, except for Québec. Since the Battle
of the Plains of Abraham in 1759, Québec had informal sta-
tus as a “distinct society". This gave it special priv-
ileges in language and culture, such as using the Napol-

éonic Code instead of English common law. (English, not
British. The Scots have their own common law.) As long
as Québec's distinct society status was informal, other

provinces didn't mind. It was only when Québec demanded
these privileges be formalized in any new constitution
that all the shouting started. Other provinces felt that
their cultures were equally as distinct. Compare Alberta
with Ontario, for example. Either all should have dis-
tinct society status or none. Québec therefore did not
agree to the 1982 Constitution, leading to much hard feel-
ing on both sides.
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