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- n In the sutwm of 1966, ere-by perusing the graf-
fiei on fences ou the Madison céwpud of 'the University of
Wisconein could rowd the demend, "is LSD bhobbit~ forwiag?",
and below this sr igvitscion to all inverested partias
o stterd an vrganlizational eeeting of the Tolkien Society.

+ 4 s petheps not surprisieg thst such & olever sud pro-~
vocative sdvertiseuent shouwld cows frem e student in the
Drematics Department, especially whem tite student hes thwe
Falstaffian teaperament of Ivor A. Rogers. Mr. Rogers
hee since been tyernelated o the Hilwveukes campus to found
ancther Tolkien Saclety. (sud slso to teach drama), but ghe
Society thus originsted is now in its secosd vyeor off lifs
&nd 8 duly recognixed student organizetion. The purpese
of the Tolkier Society is to pronite Tellowship swang hoh-
bits and friends of hobblits: & diverse group, for, while
¥e can boast ne wembers with furry feet, our teavks are
filled by studente of widely divgrgent beckgrounds, from
both ¢f the “two cultures" (from emgineering snd ths gei«
ences a8 well so the humsnities), drawn together by mu~

« tual plessure in one of the most resdeble of suthors. »

We devote ourselves, fev the most pore, to ohe writings
of Professor Tolkisn, but we siso des? wich related su~ -
thore amd subjeets. Meisly, we just chet heppily about

" our interests, discunsing Talkientish things, raisieg and
trying te emewer guestions.,  We sre azensble, howevar,
td guch scholsrly smd criticsl Papers 48 anyone ‘choossw
€ offer us. And we sre delighted to have menbers con-
tribute original famtsey, verse, persdies; music; er the

"Iike. Rumors thst we sre soon to become @ .3-credit course

- in Comtemporery Lit, with 014 Buglish &3 & prereguisite,
ore toteily withoui foundstion, . -

Durdng its firet year (1966-67), the two officers of

» the U, W. Tolkien Scclety were Jeff Me2rgolim, & senior French

" mpjor, we President (ox Chairmon, or Thene), snd Miss Psuls
Rohlen, & senior in Izaltan, se Secretary-Treasurer (or
Ginwlt). We owe to both'of them & good des) of the intelli-
gence and fun that informad the gpirir of s typical meeting
Of the Society., We wet 2t our meumbers' digcretion: irreg-
ulsrly, bat not fnfrequently. C l

' Tne ides of publishing & bulletin of whet our members




had written during the scedemic yesr 1985-1257 did not take
rool @5 a serious preject uniil lute in the spring sswester;
snd since then the technical difficulties eaxcounterad by
two enthusigstic but {nexpervienced edicors delayed the bul-
letin to the point where we 3ll but degpairved of 2ver sug-
cessfully completing the enizavour, Bul, &5 you 2an resd
for yourself, our efforts have at long last Beine fruir.

The editors zspoioglize for cthe delay, consolisg themzolves
thet with thia expevience hehind them, the secoad bulletin,
featuring the papers written ia the academic year 1967-1968,
should certainly be resady vy tnis June,

The articles printed {n the zucteeding pages sre oi 4
veriety snd {(we think) 2 quslity which the editors truse
will please the resder. They ere offered hers for the
first time {though, of ceurse, the Iindividual suthors may
ro~publish them at their discretion). Ths contributors
come to their topics with quite different interssts. Mrs.
Jenet Boutner was & graduate student Lo English lest vaar,
her msin interest being the medievsl period, aund in the
£31l of 1967 she escaped the Viscongin winter by woving with
her fawily to Csliforniz, where she 1s continuing work
toward her doctorste. Mro. Paulette Csrroll 12 & tesching
assistant in the Department of French; snyestimste of what
fun she is to heve arcund may e formed by readiug her de-
licicus parody of Tolkiein. Jumes Robinson, when he is not
shouldering the weary job of printimg long bulletins, works
8t mastering Buddhist Studies Miss Deborazh Webster 15 a
student of Compzrative Litersture, whose particular field
of interzat is wmedlevsl French and German; her wusical and
ginging abiliries have contributed much o the gaiety of
iwebbity, Richerd West, ivaefatigable editor, biblicgrapher,
critic, and zcholar of things Tolkiniem, is not a Renelssance
msn but another medlevslist, now working toward the deoctor-
ate in the Department of Engligh.

Orcrist was chosen #8 2 title for the builetin becsause
1) it is short and essy to remember; 2) it has s Tolkierish
sound; and 3) no other Tolkien magszine happens Lo usge it,
There was gome objection to naming a litersry publication
after 8 sword, but, 88 nne member observed, 15 the pen
mightier? There have been other names suggested, however,
{Council of Elrond is one example}, and we do not promise
thet we will not change titles in the future., We ma2y even
decide to have a different title every issue. As our sub-

title (which will remsin permane.i” indicetes, we hope that

Tl

el



.. e e e A Al A GAASEemes ete Wk SRS mdme iii

the bulletin will be on anmual event of the U, ¥. Tolkien
Soclety.

Specisl thenks 1s dus to Miss Hary Wilson, for her
fzegistence to the editors im typing the megters; to Meag,
Frances Wood, who genorously made svailable the zpecisl
wndel of typewrlter thaut wae required; and to 32llsntine
Books and the Houghion Miffiin Compsuy, for their gracious
permisaien ¢o use gquotstion® from kord of the Ringe. Our
thanhks ta the Zeatasc femlly for their hospitality st Tol-
kian Soclety partics (fesate) cam never be sdequately ex-
precaed, (ux estesn for our founder is perhaps beat stated
in the fect of the dedicetion of thia wsiden issue of Orerist.
We would also like te record our offectiem for Plerre, who,
of us 2%1, 48, with hia furry feet, the closest habbit-reletiva,

J. R.
R W.
March 5, 1968




THE RETURW OF THE KING

by Janet W. Boatnerx

the air is full of the icwanence of brass:
Srazen bells, hosrse with exultence, ring
The undreamt coming of a longed-for king
whom we gad months have mourned for, Blaford-lews.,
fhe battle cry of trumpets, tongued with fire,
Gummens &t dewn to gather to our lord, '
Who has heart-hcomege, &3 of hand and werd.
.. Mor wife nox thane will honor our foe's pyre.

”yl?ford-lgaa"vnliterally "i1opd-less,' that is, without a
lord or ruler {014 English), with all of 1ts implications
g0d connotationa In Angio-Saxon culture.
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TOLKIEN IN THE LETTERS OF C. S. LEWIS

by
'‘Richard C. West

A ?apef Read to the Tolkien Society of the University of Wisconsin
' October 30, 1966 : "

Readers of C. . Lewis® spiritual sutoblography, Surprised by Joy:
Ihe Shape of my Earlv Life, will remember the passage where he recounts
his meeting with J. B. R. Tolkien at Oxford. As a youth in Belfast,
Ireland, he saye, he was warned, {mplicitly, never to trust a Papist.
At Oxford he wasg warned, explicitly, never to trust a philologist.
Ard here Profesgor Telkien was both. Nevertheless, they became, and
restined; feat friends,

Lewis, in fact, dedicated one of his booke; I might add one of
his best books, The Screwtape lettere, "To J. ®. R. Tolkien". Topether,
they enjoyed the company of a literary circle of friends who called
themselves the Inklings, & group abeut which T will have more to say
presently. Also, lewis, an enthusiastic walker (supposedly a very
English characteristic, &nd one which lewis shared, even though he
wag Irish), liked to make a walking tour of some part of England once
every year, and on such excursions was cften accompanied by Tolkien.

They had, after all, a good deal in common. It ‘is true that Lewis
was by some silx years the younger nf the two. John Ronald Renel
Tolkien ("Ronald" to his friends) was born January 3, 1892; Clive
Staples Lewis ("Jack™ to his friends) was born November 29, 1898. But
both had taken their Bachelor's and Master's degrees at Oxford; both
had their eddcation {nterrupted by service in World War 1. Of
especial importance, beth were medievalists, with similar interests.
Both began thelr teaching careers at Oxford ih the same year, 1925,
when Tolkler was appolnted Professor of Anglo-Saxon and Fellow of
Peubroke College, while the younger Lewis became Tutor in English
Literature aud Feilow of Magdalen College. Twenty years later, in
1945, Tolkier removed to Merton College, still at Oxford, as Professor
of English Language and Literature, & position which he held until
he retitred in 1959. Lewis remained at Oxford until 1954, when he was
elected (by tte unanimous approval of the selecting committee, I wmight
add) t the newly created chair of Professor of Medieval and Renaissance
Literature at Cambridge University. He resigned this post some months
before his death on Novembar 22, 1963. Tolkien was by profession &
philologist, but he claimed that for him the rezponse to a medieval
text was not primarily limguistic nor even critical, but creative;
that is, he would go on from there to create 2 new work in the
medieval tradit.on (rvather & justification of William Blissett for
calling Lord of the Rings "the last literary masterpiecs of the
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Middle Ages"}.? Lewis, similacly, losked on medievel writing not as

so many more cor less interesting specimens of language to be analyzed
(though there was work to be dons in that areay, but as literature to

be read and enjoyed; and it ie said that by his extrzordivary popularity
2s a lecturer and teacher he almost singlehandedly revolutionized the
teaching of medieval litevature at Oxford from a philological to a

more aesthetic methed. The Tolkien who wrote not only philological
articles but an sppraciative essay on an OLd English epic like "Beowulf:
the Monsters and the Critice” would deubtless go along with hiwm.

Both men also shared an intense love for Norse mythology in
perticular; and both delighted in the strain of faatasy in literature,
what Lewis called “the fairy way of writing'.

In fact, lewis and Tolkien were such very close friends that &
paper on them is toc broad for a short talk, To'do an adequate job
I should need more time, and s2lso more knowledgze. I, after all, have
no personal acquaintance with either man, and my knowiedge of them is
limited to what they themselves have written and what their friends
have said about them. Even that is a fairiy good deal. For our
present purposes, I shall limit myselif to a single thewe, and concen-
trate on references to Tolkien cvcurrigg in the letters written by
C. 5. Lewis.

Lewis, althsugh he records in his autobicgraphy that he detested
writing letters, considerad it e matter of courtesy to answer every
letter he received, gud always tried to do so; ccmsequently, he
conducted a voluminous correspondence. From this his brother, Major
W. H. Lewis, has recently published a gelection®. No letter to
Tolkien has been incloded, but it is iampossible to say for sure if
this was because none were written or because they were deliberately
omitted: the selection is by no means complete and even individual
letters have been edited at Major lewis's discretion. 1Tt could well
be that none were written: two men who see esach other every week
have litctle need tn exchange letters as well. 1 am in any case
concerned with references to his friend made by Lewis in letters
written to other people. Such people quite often askad him about
Tolkien, and about their relaticns, and lewis'- -omments have a
significance which I shall now explore.

I have glossed eleven allusions to Tolkien in this volume ot
letters”, but some are of a sorc which need not deta:n us long. The

ear liest referewce, for example, i{s in a letter 1o one of his students .

dated 18 June 1931%, in which Lewis recosmmends various bocks for

medieval reading. Among them are the Tolkien and Gordon editiom of

Sir Gawain_and the ireen Hmight, and Kenneth Sizam's aanthology of

Fourteenth Century Verge and Prose, which features a glossary by

Tolkien. These ire still standard texts today, and weuld have been”
. 4
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recommended by Lewls a: a good madievalist even {f he had never met
Tolkien. Another such paseing reference ig in a letter dated 2
feptember 1357, in which Lewis lists & auveber of books which one
should turn to tc give one's imagination a good mouth-wash, as he
ghreses {t, aftar being exposed tc the corrupt language of populer
magazines and newspapers. And along with the worlks of various Irish
fantasiets and Ihe Odysgey of Homer he includes lord of the Riags>

What seems to me to be of far more intersest and importance ie
some more information about the society of the Inklings, about which
our knowledge is all too mesger. Heretofore we have had only a fauw
isolated hiats, chiefly in Lewis's preface to the Esgays Presented to

rles Willi {2 witich he describes this friendly group of
literary people who met cnce or Cwice 2 week to discuss topics of
mutual interest, or to listen ro somzone read the latest chaprers of
his latest book. Charles Williams' novel ALl Hallows' Eve, Lewia'
own novel Perelandra, end"Professor Tolklen's unfinighed seque!l to
The Hobbit" were resd aloud to the Inklings, and, gaid Lewis in 1947,
they all "owe a good deal to the hard-nitting eriticlsm of the
circle™®, 3ur the closest thing we have to a pleture of particutay
events &t such a meeting 15 in lewig' introduction to his edition
of Charlez Willisms' Posthunous Arthurian Torsp:

The twe first chapters hed been read 2loud by the author to
Professor Tcolkien and myself. It may help the reader to
imagine the gcene; or at least it 1g ko me both great pleasure
&nd grest psin to recall. Plcture to yourself, then, an
upstairs gitting-rcom with windows looking north into the
‘grove' of Migdalen College on a sunshiny Monday Morning in
vacation at about ten &'clock. The Professor and I, both on
the chesterfield, it our pipes end stretched out our legs.
Williame in the arm-chair opposite to us threw his cigarette
into the grate, tock up 8 plle of the extremely emall, loose
gheets on which he habitually wrote -- they came, I think, frem
4 twopenny pad for mexeranda, and degan as follows:~- -

Thereafter Williams' asccouat of the davelopment of the Arthurian
legend {8 interrupted by the Inklings only in a footnote on page 15,
in which Lewis s#ye that Tolklan raised a quegtien as to the precise
meaning of a2 Creek word pged by Willisns.

The Inklings represented s gathering of close friends, rot a
formal elub. Thev elscted no nfflcers, charged nc dues, kept no
miiutes. In this volume there #re, however, s couple of references
to what was resd on & giver occesion., Tn & lerter to his brother
dated 11 Novembesr 1939, iewis records:




On Thursday we had a wa!
Mevill; Coghixi both ahsg
the Bastgate. I have ~"vel
g0 exuberant -~ ‘& roari
hill of fare afLernﬁlda, :
new Hobhit b ok erJ “QLRLPnu 2 uagivity mlay from Ch. »

v him, apd approved

book on the Froblem
wished very wnch thet we od. bave
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by aiﬂ); and a Ch&g?&i
of Pain from me. . . .
had you with us. . . 8
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on 3 December
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And in another letter to Major lewis a few weaks 1z
193%, he says:

The usual Thursday pariy did net meet. . .so I weat up
to Tolkien's. We had a very plessant evening drinking
gin and lime-juice and reading our recent chapt

each other -~ his from the new Hobhit and mine
Problem of Pain.?

working on at this

L2y]

But what part ot Lord of the Rings Tolkien wa
time, Lewls does nct mention.

A far richer pagsage on the Inklings occuers in i letter to BDom
Bede Griffiths, at one time a student of Lewis' The date is 21

December 1941. The "Reading' he mentions ig, I \el1eve, the -
University of Reading; aand you should bear in mind that Griffiths i
was & convert to Catholiciem:

i

WJ‘liams, Dyson of Reading and amy brother (Auglicans) and

Tolkien and Havard (our doctor), your Church, &re the ‘Inkliings’

to whom my Problem of Pain was dedicated. We meel on Friday

evenings in my roums; theoretica;ly to taik about literature,

but in fact nearly always to talk about something betler.

What T owe to them all is incalculable. Dyson and Telkien

were the immediate human causes of my conversion. 1Is any

pleasure on earth as great as a circle of Christian friends F,
by a good fire?10

1 find this passage very revealing. Tolkien has been even more
reticent about his perscnality than has lewis, and both men thought {
the individual's right to privacy was too much infringed on in our
contemporacy world. But in referring to Tolkien as an imuediate
human cause of his conversion -- remember Lewis always claimed his .
conversion was for him very largely a matter of ratiocination ==
1 think Lewis can only be referring to the personal example of &
man whe took Christian beliefs =eriouslvy and made a real effort to .
practice ther in his life, the Tolkien whe delighted in pr"senring
puppet plays at Christmas parties for anderprivileged children,
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8 Tolkien we have not beard much anoat, zven @ Lesiis ‘s manifold
charities are never mentioned iw his own Writings nol, even his
autobiography.

I find confirwation of & religious concern in Tolkisn's perscnal
life in another letter of Lewis's to his brother, deted 5 Wovember 1939:

I had & pleasant evering on Thurgdey with Williams, Tolkien

and Wrenn, during which Wrenn expressed alwcit seriously a
strong wish to burn Williams, or at least maintained that
conversation with Willlsms cntbled him to uncerstand o
inquisitors had felt it rigat to burn pzopile. . . . The oscczalcn
wag 8 discussion of the most distressing text in the Bible
('Narrow is the way, and faw they be thar find it'), and

whether one could really believe in & universe where tha

ma jority were damnéd and alsc in the gooduass of GSod. Wrenn,

of course, took the view thar it uattered precisely nothing
whather it conformed to sur {deszs of goodnege or not, aud iv

was at thig stage that the combuastibie posgibilities of Williame
revealed themaelves to him sn an attractive Lighs. The genersl
sense of the meeting was in favour of u view taken in Pggtor
Pagtorum -- that Our Lord's raplien sre never straight answers
and never gratify curiosity, aad whstever-thiy one meant, its
purpode was certainly not statistical. . . L&

I presume that Tolkien's cpinfon wes included ir the genaral sense
of the meeting.

Notice that all this sheds light on the zoncerns of the Inklings,
which e vidently were not (as Lewis would say) merely literary. "To
be sure", wrote Lewis to Charles Moormen in 1959, '"we had & common
point of visw, but we had it before we met. Tt waa the cause rather
than the result of our friendabip. 13 fat iy just giznce a mcment st
the weitings of some 6f the Iniclings. Charles Williems, & proofreadsr
for the Oxford University Press, was an Anglican who wrote religious
plays, religious poetry, and novels that have been called theolcgical
thrillers. T. S. Eliot zaid he seemed to be et howe in both the
natural and supernatural worlds, simultaneously. And one of his
critics, Edmund Fuller, said that a Charles Willisams novel resembles
nothing wore than a Dorothy Seyers detective story grafted onto the
Apocalypse of Saint John. That same Miss Savers seems to have been
&n occasional visitor to the group (and 80, though lewis zays to the
best of his knowledge she never met Tolkien, she must have shared the
common cast of mind), and was the author not only of detective stories
but also of plays tased on Biblies) incidents. The others shared g
similar religlous concern: the lawyer Owen Barfield was {and 1e) an
Anthroposophist, the medievelist Gervase Mathew & Catholic priest, and
50 forth. Lewis himself, of them sll perhaps the closest to Tolkien,
was a man who hed lapsed into atheism in his teers, end had taken up
various philosuphies before ultimately convarting back to Anglicanisgm.




Hle became famous &r & Chrisiism epologist, the "apostle to the skeptics®
in Prof. Chad Valsn'a phrzae, aod was noted for the uge in hig fictlon
of the Christian avthology. {(Plaansa potice that 1 use "aypth" here in
ste proper sense of & valusble weds for percelving gnd expragsing

sone aspect of reglity., HWhelher or oot she content of the myth hen an
existence in fact it irrszlesant to its valus,)

T am sure that Tollden Fit very comfortadbly into this clrcle of
Christien friends by & good £ive, but he was, i€ 1 wmay say this without
irraverance, leas blatantly hrisuian thin they in his literary works.
let me make myself clearar wiith an cxample. Lewis's novel Perelangra
{3 sct on the planet Venus, 3z world of periicus 8263 girt with flcating
islanda, with greer goclike crestured in its past and 3 newly cvaated
homan rece in its preseni. 1o this planet come Raneom, & gqond LF
faliible man, aud Weoton, & uan possgeasd by & davil; and hare they
meet the Eve of this mew wor id, the besutiful end fanscent, and
unashawedly naked, Creen Lady. aAnd they proczed to sit around om
the shore and hold a thecleglcal diecuseion. Flasse don’t migundarstand
me. I don't mean to beliztle this novel, Zor L enjoy it thoroughly,
and Lewis's dilalectec is to me no small part of Lts Lascination, All
I mesn ig that the Christien elament (and I realize thie 1s an orgenic
part of the story) is very evideng, yhersaes in folkieu's work no such
element is immediately striking. "

I Gon't mean that Tolkien keeps his religion and his lltarature
in separat2 compariwents, There ave Christian slements in Lord of
the Ringg, of course, for Tolkien nas glven deenly of himself to this
his masterwork, ana nis Christisn herirsge would not be neglected.

Azt I do think thsl evea elemente thas can be consldersd Christisn,
and quite legitimately, are aiso shared with cther parte of the
Zuropean cultural tradicion, or even wiin the Eastern. It is certainly
no part of any Chrisrian’s beliefs that his religion is something
unique and different at all pulnts from every other, but rather that
it ie more perfect, that fv incorperates, &r at least (s compatible
with, all thet is good and true in what aen anywhare have thought and
gaid. I mentien this because I fesr that many people who insist so
vehemently on excluding Laord of the Ripgs from any Christian scleme

of things only mean.that Christiens are not, afler sil, the only ones
who hold some particular beliefz (as 1f they somchow became less
Chrietien on that account). 1¢ might be better to refer to the Third
age as simply a-Chpistiem, thiough I do not find the teim wholly
satisfactory, and pgoy-Christiap mighi oe even better. Eut thig wou ld
be true in the same way and in the same sease that any age thousands
of years before the bivth of Jesus could he called a-Christien or
pon-Christian. I gualxfy this as I do becausge, to anyone acrepting
the Christian religion as true, the past, too, though it does ant
know Christ, is nonetheless under divine Providence, and good and evil,
wisdom and folly, are no dliferent then. The pagan myths, by such as
Lewis and Tolklen, ate looked on as "zood dreams", the divine light
falling on man's imagination adumbrating. however imperfaectly, what is
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ro ba, The wyth of the dying god thad. ApRess-A-16- 4 aeay Fagan
raliglone, for exAmpls, {3 taken es & prior himt of {heistlan truthy
in the 14fs 6f Chriet, oeid lawis, myth bacsme $act. And you will
reenll that in hie ¢seay 'Cn Fairy-gtories" Tolkien remwke that i
ths Cospels & tairy-story has antared histovy.

But Tolkien himsalf her taliwsd sbout his valigton andjle work.
1 quote from anothex latter, this ons not Ly Lewis, btut by Tolkien:

The only criticisa {}baut Lizmd of tha ‘;ggi:ﬁtht annoyed o6 wae
ona that it "contaioed no raliglon'{and Yoo wopsa'', baut that
doss noT wattar, and ip nol true anvway?. 16 iz & sonotheiztic
world of "natural theology”. The odd fact thal there ATE UG
churchas, temples, or valigloue ritas and cavemoniae, iz simply

pact of the historical climare depictsd, It will Pe sufticlantly

oxzplagned - 1 (as now sesns ikely) Tho Btlsmelliiien eod other
logends of the Plret and Becand Agae evs published. T 2o in
any cusa myself s Christien] but the trnird Ags' wes nok a
(hrigtisn world,

1t should coms & ne surprise thek tiw euths: of "Beowulf: the
Koraters and the Criclcs” should comsider it pacfectly iegitirats
for & Christian suthor to traet of a pre-Christian wir 1d, whethet

the werk %6 Bogwuhl or lard ad Sha Binea.

fut I cennct leave this point witheut santioning Tolkian's sele
ghort atory, "leaf by NMiggle’, which ueeme to &4 tha most ohyiguniz
Chriscian of his worka, for 1t r@presdnde eliegorically the Cathells
doctrind that men who sra not yet §60d @nsugh to ehtsr Heuavern, nov
evil enough for hall, ars purifiad ofitar dupth in & 2tate of
purgatory. It ia such & continustion of the radepptive PECCHlE
after desth that Niggle end Yerish uaderygd. This comatimaes asews Lo
@ the laset typical of Tolkisn's fictive works, fot nowhera elae
does he turn to allegory, and thers sra zvsn pacsiies im it which
cemind ms serongly of Lawis, alchough Telkion’a proes #tyle dose not
veuslly regemble that of his friend very mach. Porhape ils atrong
Chriptian elsment can be pertly explaiscd by its plece-of initial
appearance, for 1 suppdse that the Dublin Bevigy o4n expect & pre-
dcuinantly Cetholic sudisnce. But edls can wot b pushad vary far:
Tolkien does not write to order im any coee, ahd it is antiraly
possibla that when hé was working cn this stony ha 41d not kaow
vhere, or éven whathar, it would be pubiished.

But I have already refarred to thig snort story 8é An allegory,
s cotm that at best 1o act aasily 6afinable, but in the case of
Polkien, who says ha cordially dateéats the forxm, doudly dangeroue.
This ip a Parilous Realm in criticise, and 1 maat troeed warily. The
best short dafimition of sllegory I have come actuss is that of the
Aparican medievalist, £. Talbot Donaldaom. He writest

]
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ihe function aof allegory that
attention (as opposed ro o %13
be to conceal, but is to Taves
12 not merely a equals b, ¢
eqaals the suggzeetad meaning,
Plus b equels c, the literai @
suggeets yvield an ultimate men
union of both, 16

It seems to me there can be na douh
function allegorically in the mAN e
pointere in the story to the Chrise
doer illuminate thig notlon. Bug I
overtones (the imperfect man harden
would make iv mesningful td a yeude
allegory,
ingight cf snother and better world

Ls worth the Licerary critic’s
cgraphy, which iy nor) cannos
Lo < . In allegory rhe equation
ne litergl starement reanaiyred
byt is something move Yike &
eaning nplus the meaning it

ning that is an inextricabie

t that "FLeaf by Nigzls" does

T nuggested, ftor there are clear
lan notion of purgatory, and it
2lso think that the story has

ad under test, for example) that

r anconscioug of the under lying

Also, this atory deels with &n srcist whe hes an imaginativa

» and though he dies before he

cvapletes his great work expresaing this, he and cthers enjoy 1% in

the next life, while a fragoenl of
who care sbout such things. &gt th
present in all this, and T do nar b
appreclated without teing sware of

Lord of the Rings hasg £ks0 bee
hag had & great deal to say Bbout ¢
the work. Morezover, to an'&nqu;rai

his vigion 15 praserved for any men
e Christian sllegory 18 still
elieve that the stery caa be fully
the doctrine of FUrgatory.

n read allegorically, and Lewis
kat in hiag criticsl reviews of
@a writes on 22 September 1456:

Tolkien’'s baok;?JgLﬁg;;gwship of the R{ngt{is not an allegory -

N

a form he dislikes. You'll ge

L nearest to his mind on Buch

subjects by studying hig eé#say on Fairy Yalag in the Eggsyz

fresented Lo Charley Willlaws,

ls ‘sub-creation’ = the making of a secondary worid,

wd. call 'a plezsant story for

sore serigus than ap allegory.
€288y, wh. is indiepensibla.

Bis roct ides of narrative art
What you
the children’ wd. be to him
But for his views caad the
Hy view wd. be that 4 good myth

({.e. a atory out of which ever varying meanings will gr oW

for different readers and ip d

1ffereat ages) is ¢ higher thing

than an allegory (ianto which ong meaning has been put)., Tnte

&0 allegory & man can put orly what he alread

Aows; in & myth

he pyte what he doeg oLt yet know and cd. not coms by in eny other

way.

Lewis has bzen called (Justly, T think) our Arzatest coonoisseur of

allegory, so his statements ¢

¢

arry particular weight,

But his

corraspondent, Fr. Perer Milwerd, seems to have been unconvinced, so

Llewis wrete to him &gain on 10 Dece

mbar 1955:
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Thanks for your lecter of-Nov:-Sth. —Ong "aiwverLcdl Doint fivst.
There ¢d. ndot have been an allegory abeut the atcmic bomd when
Tolkien began his reomance for be did 90 bafore it was inventad.
Thet however has littie to 4o with the theoretical guestion;

tho' {t has much to do with the axtrene danger, in {ndividuai
cuses, of applying allagorlcal interpretations. We should
probably find that many pacticulsr allegorias critics read into
tanglend and Spenser are iupossible for just that sort of rsason,
if we knew all the facts. I am alsv vonvincad thet the wit of mar
capnot devise a story inm wh. the wit of sowmr other wan capnot
find an-allegory.lB

1 think this should put this vaxed questior te rast, for certeinly may
things cen be found in Ygud of the Rings. the atox bewd no more valig
than any other. The story is mvthic, net alisgorie.

Another reference by Lewin ¢to Tolkien occurs in & letter to s
nun written 12 January 1%50:

Hy book with Tolkien--sny book in collsboration with thet weat,
but dilatory awd unmethodical man - is dated I fear to appear
on the Greek Calends.

That 1a &ll. Let we remark in passsing that I conalder 1: g grest

pity that lewis and Tolklen never collaborzted on a work. Otheraise,

I am more amused than disquieted by this passage. It reminds me of
another letter of Lewis's I omce heard about {(not included in this
volume), in which he advised ar American correspondent to be paiient

in waiting for The Silmarilliog to appear, adding jovially, "Ycu have
no ides with xhat laborious miduwifery we got the Lopd of the Rings

out of him . One of my acqusintances, a fine scholar; reacted angrily
te all this, evidently taking it as insulting Telkien as a lazy, good-
for -nothing lout. I myself do not find thet it lessens my regard for
him in any way. Nor did it offer any cbestaclie, apparently, to Lewis's
admiring and liking Tolkien; and I cannot bui vemember as charecteristic
of Lewis both his remarkably perceptive understanding of human nature,
ard his constant attempt to speak charitably. Certainly the only way
Tolkien 1s different from mest of the rest of the human race in being
dilatory and unmethodical is in being great as well. And literary
parallals with Dr. Jchnson and Coleridge (perhaps slso with Chaucer,

who left most of his works unfinished) of course suggest themselves.

Still on this point, let's lock at another letter of Lewis's to
an American cricic, Charles Moorman, written on 2 October 1952, two
vears before the British publication of Fellowship of the Ring. He

refers.to his own novel, That Hideous Strepgth:




‘The V1I Bears and che Atlentesr Tircie are pure inventions of

amy own. filling the sawe purposze in the wmarvalive that ‘nvises .
‘off! wd, in & stage play. Pumind is s mis-spelling of Humenor
~hich, like the '"true Wes: ' is g fragment frow a vast private
uythology iavented by Professcy . R, 2. Tolkien. AT the time -
we ail hoped that a gocd deal of that mythology would soon betome
public through a romance which the Profgﬁser wes  then contemplatiag.
Since then the hope has recsded. . e :

This reminds me at once of Lewis' prefsce to this very novels” £
RN
Those who would like to learn further sbout Numinor and the.
True West muat (aias.) awsit the pabifcation of nmuch that stiil
existe only in the M85. of my friend, Prefesgon 1. R.-H. Tolkien, 42

This remark has long tantalized we, for Numenor is of the First Age

of Middle~earth and had vanished long 2gc Ty the time of Locd of the
Kiggz. Anyone wishing to learn much about it would be well advised,

te turn, not to the nmarrative proper, but tc the appendices,  But Lewis
evidently knew a good deal of Numenor, presumabily through Tolkien's
reading toe the Inklings. The suggestion i{s overpowering that wore
about Numenor exists in the ¥SS. of JI. R. R. Tolkien than is dreamed

of in the files of Allen and Unwin. But it is cnly recently that I
have come across the following confirwmatery statement by FProfessor
Tolkien himself:

. . . the mvthology (and associszred languages) first tegan

zo take ghape during the 1914-15 war, Tae Fall of Gomdolin
{and the birth of Earendil) was written in the hospital and
on leave after survivinmg the Battie of the Somme in 1916. The
kernel of the mythology, the matter of Lithien Tintviel and
Beren arise from a small woodiand glade £illed with "hemlocks’
(or other wiiite embellifers) necar Rooa on the Helderness
peninsuls - to which I occasicnally wen: when_free from vegimental
duties while in the Humber Garrigon in 1%13.¢°

The question naturally arises, why has none of this material been
published before? Lewis's phrase "Professor Tollien's uniinished
sequel to The Hcebbit'"rings through my mind, and T remewber that the
great seque! was begun even pefore The Hobbit was published in 1937.
Y think, also, of Lewis® etatement iu his essay on "The Alliterative
Meire” (published in 193%) that he hopes tha%q?rofessor Tolkien will
soon be able to putiish an alliterative poem” ; and this has never
been forthcoming, unless it is included in lord of the Riungs 2r eaded
up as the verse play on the Battle of Maldon. Tolkien certaialy does
not seem ever to have been in any hurry to publish his writings.
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Theaze s auether bit of biogwuphisal Taifcrastion that is heipfol
here. Tolkien and E. V. CGovdon plenned to edit the fourteenth century
poaen cmlded The Feazl to follew thelir edition-of 5ir Cewsip and. the
Green Kpight., <I ought to msution that both pocue oxist in the sume
unigue manuscript, Cotton-Nero A.x., and thet they are usually
canegidasrad to be the work of the sawe authar,) Dui Gordon died while
¢the work wor 1p progress, and it was naturally eypected that Tolkien
wyulé continue alone. Years passed; no edition of [he Pearl appeared;
Tolkien’s fellow scholars became puzrled and & little disguieted.
Pinally ¥rs. Gordorn retrisved the menuscript fron Ieikilen and srranged
for {ita publication herself; but the Oxford community, understandably,
I ¢hipk, was upeet with Tolkisn.. Iocking back sow, it is essy to
speLh;a:e that Telkien did not finich editiaz The Pesxl becsuse he

‘war-writing shout Middle-earch, and ihat te did wmot finlsh wiriting
sbout Middle-earth becauvse he was editing The Feerl. His ftuatien
cennot have been'an easy anz, for the leisure tiwe ef an Cxford dea
is Mimited, and both his'piessure sod his werk werxe competing for ii.
Moreever,” the' philslogical tradition of medizvel svudles &t Oxforg
wos ..only degimning to be shaken in the thicties and forties.by the
extraordinery populerity of lewis' lecrures, snd apprecistion of the,.
iiterary qualities of a medieval text on the part of & philologist . .,
wiés actuslly discouraged. Kor could .there tiwve seemed asny respon ¢o .
expect @ falry stery to be to the taste of & twentieth century
sudience. Undey soch Cclrcumstences, Lt 1 net surpriesing that Iolkiea
should have hesitated to publish hisg literary endeavors. But for the r
encouragement he received from Lewlsg and the other Inklings, he might,
concelivably, never have published ihem et all. !

LA I p = N g ]

There ig more thal can be raid sdbour chidl. Tolklen seems
constitutionelly incaspable of allowlng anvibing o pass through his
hands & second time without revising if, whather it is "Riddles in
the Dark’ or '"On Fairy-Stories', ov Lord of the Rimms. His Middle-
esrth wythology is 'a project vaster and mora nomplex than saything
lewiz or any of the other Imklings ever atteapted in fictian, Tolkiern
wrote the story out of its narrstive saquence sud did not always know
where the story would lesd him, and fits cuhg*ence has been schieved,
he saye, by conatant re-writing backwards. " Also, ba could not !
afford te¢ hire a secretary, and he lilmesif typed out the entire .-
manuesTipt of Loxd of toe Bingg by the hunt-snd-peck system, with two
fingeras. 6 hnd it should be ramenberad that whiles at work on his :
great. chrse-dagker novel he 2lso wrote and published a short story,
*eaf by higg%e 7 and- s long nerrative poem, ."The Lay of Aoirou
end ltroun® This sort of thing takes time, and he obviously dozsn't
like to be hurried. "

I am sure that &ll three of Lewls' daacriptive adjectives apply
to his friend; end I have no complaints. 1t is wnot a5 if we bad a
right to his works that he was infringing by delay.

Let me conclude by reading you one more letter of Lewis', this
one to critic Charles Mocrman. It was written on 15 May 1959; and
Prof. Movrman was planning a litersry enquiry into the society of the
Inklings:




I don't think your DY AELT at ali,'pyesumptuoue'y vat I do think
you may be chasing afuey a fox thet Izn't there. - Charies
Wiliiams certainly i{nflyinced 2e and I perbaps influenced Bim.
But &fter that 7 rhipk vou would drew a k. No one sver
infivensed Yolkion - you might as well Iyt influence 4 -
bandersnatch, We Iistenad vo hig work, but could afiser ig 5
only by’encauragem&na. #n e only twe re2tivas o eriticism;

either he bagims ehe wholie wirk over agein frow the Pegioning . -
or else he takes ny norice 27 ail. Derovhy Fayecs was not

living in Oxtord ar the dwe mad T donfe “hink she ewver 1u, hap

life met Toikien. &he Roay Chev ies Williges w2ily, and mwe much

iater. I am sues BEE neliiar wwerted mor snderwwnt Any litarary

incluence at all. Of course it may ke that, Just because I wage

in it myself, T don't see (objectively) what wes roelly going

oas  But 1 give my honest lmpression far whet iy iy warth. .

8Y
]
5 2.

1 v

And he concludes with the pErggraph 1 have guored earlier in enother
contexy SR o S P g

To be sure, we had Bleouamaon pofne of view, but we had je¢
before we met. 1t was Lbe cause rather thgn the resguit of )
our friendship. , ., B 2° ¢ L

Influence studies are trescherous things, and J have neither
the knowledge nor the temerity to sttempr to qualify lewig'. )
dtatements, Only, let me quickly point out chas the friends who a
contributed to the memevial volume, Light on C. 8. Lewis, felt that e
none of theiyr group had ever influencea Lewieg; or, 1f anycne did, .
then it was Ronald Tolkien. 8ur I think it good o ¢lose on this .
note of comradeship among the Inklinge; for without their encourage- '
@ment, and chiefly that of . €. Lewia, Professor Tolkizn might never
have published & word about Middle-earth, :
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FOOTNOTES ~

1w1lliam Blissett, "Deapots of zhe Rings', ggggﬁ_étlgntlc Quartecly,

4 Vol. 58 {Jummer, 1959), p. 549. ] !
' zéﬁiﬂﬂiﬁ_Rf_jh_ﬂh_Eﬁg.g. ed. W. B, lLewin, 'Gaatfrey B‘ea London,
" 1966). Hereafter, I shall refer to this book se Igtters. Major

5 lewis' inetroductory memecir of his brother is invaluable to those
of us who are interested in €. 8. lewlis and his work. Unforiunately,
the American edition of this volume published late (n 19¢6 by
Harcourt, Brace acd World was not available at the time I wrote this
papex. ; o
dconsult lgrters pp. 142, 169-70, 170-V1, 172, 197, 222. 244-45,
271, 273, 27%, and 287.

aLeggggg, p; 142,

Lg_gg;g pp 279-80. The Irieh writers refarred to are E. R. Eddison
gborcs is cited), Jawzs Stephens, Willlan Butler Yeats,

and Lord Dunsany Eddison's works have loag beeun out of print, and
I em happy that BRazllantine is now reigsulng rthem in paperbsck.

GDorothy Sayers at al., Egsave pted to Charles Williems, (Oxford
. Universitcy Presa: London, New York, Torento, 19473, p. v.

! 1

7Charlea Hil iizme gnd C. 8. lewie, Arthurian Torse, (Oxford Uatvegslty

? Press: london, New York, Toreato, [948), p. 2. . .
' Boacuns  bE. WF0=TLa1
: *letters, p. 172.

1?Lg&;g;g, p. 197.

il

I owe this reference to conversaticn wich F# Hobert F. Healey, 5. J.,
who, while taking his M. A. in Clasgics at Oxford, was present at
just such an affair. Fr. YHealey is now at ¥alrfield College in

. Connecticut.

12 et tera, pp. 169-70.
: Dlecters. p. 288.

14Don't interpret we as saying that iewis is always preaching. When

! he dozs; he preaches well, and, as s Christian myself, I am never
sorry to listen to him. He often did have didactic intentions and

did not.think them lmproper to art. But the religious concern in

his novels can be overstregsed, since for him, as for Tolkien and

e J
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any other writer gua writer, :he BROTY :taelif is parancunt end

ais Christianity arisss even as apyliasng #t2ch an avtaor feele deaply
Le liable to get caught Up in vlm wiory., It ghould bSa vamsmbared
thet Perelandra started with & sental pleturs of ihe floetiag
ielands, amnd that there wes no Aslan in the inivial sketches for

ihe Lion, the Witch, and the Wapdrobe., There sve other’ things in.
Lewlis besidas theology; though nis thecleogy is extrene ly lmportant,
Fe nakes effective imaginative uves of borrowings from Greek snd

Norse mythology, Arthurian legand, ond medieval sosmology, as’ we'll

42 of Cheistianity. He descnstrartes yie vitallry of ‘the Christian -
myth by acccamcdating it to & ecience~fictional setting.' Hig wldila -
era analogous to angels, but it ie ta your lces 1f you sssume that
you krow &ll shour ther from traditional Shristian theory and fafl ..~
i@ pay attention to what the navyetive shous thes to bte. Ye can '
create ngw races, new Tatioonl beingn, end umalks us empEtldlre with
them. Hs can renger whoily duayzine'y landaespas geEnzuoug ly ‘prasent.
He has great wit, whether you take thie o mean g sease ef bumor,-

or latellectual definesw.. [ iipd him wely worth- reading. i

Diplopat Magazine, ¥ol. XVITI, No. 457 Meteber, 1366, o. 39, dqkle
appedra az an. article "Tolkien on Tolkien” aué no date or aourca

is given for it., It might have been commisioned by the editors of -
Dipiomat. However, you will remember that in his review of Loxd of

the Rings (Nation, April 14, 1956, pp. 312-13), Fdmund Wilson quotes
fxom 2 letter written by Tolkisn to hig publishers; aad, thongh I
canrot be absolutely sure, the aimliarity in phrasing leads the o
surmlse that this is the statesent kacwn to Wilaon.

E. Talbot Donaldson, "Patrizeic Exegisic in the Criticism of
Medieval Literature: The Opposition”, in Critical Avoroaches to
Medieval Literature, ed. Dororhy Bethurum, {(Columbia Universitcy

Press: New York and London, 184G, i961),.p. 24, WL 5 :
. ? ve el B |.; _

‘latcers, p. 271. ' y '
18 R = ' '

[i‘ ;tﬂﬁ‘: p. &73. - ‘s r - O

. 3 2 oL L B q

"Ietterg, p. 222. : i ag oal K

20

21

22

Hiekas No. 15 (March, 1966), »..49, I'm afraid you won't find

thies very easily: it ix a science-~-fiction "fanzipa' (fen magazine)
edited by Edmund R. Meakys and Felice Rolfe (headquacters at 1360
Emerson, Palo Alto, Califcrnis 24301).

lettars, pp. 264-45,

C. 8. Lewis, That Hideous Strength (Coliier Books: New York, 1962),
p. 7. This is a paperback edition. The Macmillan Compary published
this novel in 1946,
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See Note 15, supra. Y'm efraid Divlogat wispricved "Goudeldn®
22 "Gandolin™ and "Beran" as "Deren”; I have ventured to corgect
tals Iin my guotation.

24 =
Conault C. 8. lewis, Rehabilitations and Other Hgsave (Oxford
University Press: london, Hew York, Tovrsnto, 1939).
En & letrer dated 25 Jure 1957 and printad oy Caroling Whitawsn
Everett &3 Appeudix A in her Master of Arts thosis {(Florids
dtate University, 1957).

e]

e Irklings seem never vo hava cotiposed on the Cypewriter.
Lewis said tha geund ©f the keys destroyed on='s sense of thythm,
and 1 have foind this to be true. The entirs gresp wan deeply
interested in schieving beauty of lauguage. 4z did Plavbert,
iewis liked ro teat his words on his tongae, Peraaps this Lz HRe
Teason wy they read their works s2ioud to onz arcihes.

27

VYol. CCXVI or 218 (January, 1945), pp. 46-61,

Reprinted in J. R.R. Tolkien, The Tolkisn Beader (Heliantine:
New York, 1966), pp. 85-112,

2B, . .
Holsh Review, Vol. IV, #u 3§ (December, 1945), PP. 254-266,
25 atters, pp. 287-88.

NOTE: The group of Irish fentssists mentipred {3 note 5
tuzns out te include one Ergiishuwn: E. R, Eddleon. My
misteke originsted in interpreting & remsrk of Yames
Stephens 3 Indicating chat Eddison was Irish, wheress
what ke really soye is thet he ought to have been.

Foxr the vepulte of Cherles Moorman's study of the Inklings,
see his book, The Precincts of Felicity {(1966).

Fome more wateriel oo the Inklings, desling sepecially
with Lewia and Williame, will be found in John Wain's
autebiography, Spriphtly Runring (1962).

Rl Cl wi
Meych, 1968
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THE WIZARD AND HISTORY:
SARUMAR'S vISION oF 4 NEW ORDER
by Jsmee Rokinson

Siven before the University
Society, in November of 1966.

An Bxpanded Version of a Tall
of Wisconsin 7. BE. R. Tolkien

Taere fe & politica? rhiloasophy particulerly prevalent
in medern timer, g rhilesophy =0 Widespread, so much s part
of the modern peliticel milieu, thet it cennot be considered
28 the chavecrerigeic of #ny cne voliticel movement. Many
people take thia Fhilosophy for grénted. Though Statesmen
#nd policicsl scientiste may argue loud gnd acrimuniausly,
taking any numbar of positions cn the igsues of che day, ad-
voecating the moge diverse &01utionsz they sye ail united by
8 commen bond. Theiyp Brguments have one common sxiom. %Yo
uge the termws of logic, the wultitude of political congequenta
of fescisty, communists, nstianaliatai democrsts and repub-
licans (with lerge ov small initisls) stem from a common
antecedent,

And what is written on this banner which summons such g
heterogeneous crowd? What is the mezzin's cry which cslis
SO many to £8il o rhe groupd? It {e this: politics and
ethics have no reiatio&shiﬁ to one another; ethical conaid-
erations have little or no place in political deliberation,
The only standerd ¢f judgement {beslde the convenience of
the woment, of courge) ig g vizien, ¢ postulsted idesl. 1This
vision 4y not capsble of being judged smd svelusted from an
#tinieal 2tandpoint epavt from icanls, 13 1&g the arbiter of
*thice; it is the standarg o avalustica,  That leads tc the
vision ig §0od, what hinders i s evil., Mo other condidey-
#tion iz relowant,

Since this vision 18 the gooad in Ltoelf, zny measns to
achieve it sutonstically becoms good.  And #mang the various
vislons propoged onz chooses according to his inclinstion.
There is ny res} srandsrd by whic e can judge sud choose
With suy sore of certainty.

This ms. ssenm to be & very unususl lntreduction to an
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article sbout Tolkien's Lord of the Rings. It is not gen-
ersliy considersd to be s poiitical novex. I & very ime
portant way, it iz not. Tolkien hase epecifically denied
#ny sort of 2llsgoxy in The lord of the Rings 2nd portie-
ularly in the charscter of Ssrumam. HNo refarenca whatas-
ever i made to sny historical or contemporary event 2%
perason. No such raference is even fmplied. Then in whet
way can the trilogy be considerad g poiiticel novel ov he
considerad gs relevent to & discussion of nolitical thil-
osopby?

Politics is pouer; more specifizally, poweyr over rstional
beinge end thelr zetlvities in soziety, The course of poli-
tics ig the struggle for this power. Wirn geen from wnis
peraspactive, the trilogy becomea auite politvicsl. It sey
gesm strange to put the ztruggle sgainet Seurin in the sawe
categoTy as the sooewhat leaz berolc sxploits of preseat-dey
politicisna, but then thet is the wery soirt T am trying to
make. (1 might add here perentheticelly that the remerka
msde in this psper are measat solely as ¢ digcusaton of Tol-
kisn's work snd some spplicotisns of it in the reelm of gen-
erel political philosophy, snd nct as the advocscy of song
parcicular partisan view.)

A complete study of the concept of power in Ihe Loxd
of the Ringe would require months, perhaps years, of study;
the resuit would be a volume of not inconsiderable Llength.
In this psper, I will select cae incident which I think is
particularly relevent, exemine it ia the iight of general
politicel philesophy and ppint out the light that it shede
on certain modes of political thinkirg.

Sarumen 1% unique in The Lord of the Rings in that he is
the only character who, when faced with the choice of good and
evil, conscicusly chocses evil. He was under no compuleidm te
mekxe such & choice; indeed it probebly whuld have been ecassler
for him to side with the good in the form of his f2ilow wizard
Candalf. But Saruman, though not outwardly compelled, is in-
wardly impelled--driven by & viaion genzrated in his ovn mind
to which every other consideration is subordinsgted.

Saruman’s speech to Gandslf in The Fellowship of the Ring
sums up his vision end the weens by which he hopes to resiize
{t. The situstion can be briefly sumasyized. Candalf has
gone to Saruman &5 the heed of the Crder of Wizerdas to enlist




iz 212 sgainzt rhe avil Bourig Sevusyn, vather then ren-
dexing the requested 2id, atvespis to attrace Gandelf o hig -
view of & new socisl order = i eatabl ' after Sauvon's

victory., It i{s this PATLIinUIAY passeEe fmogoing to
ansiyze in detsi],

"

before Sovumen
Gondalf by stress-

Gandalf gees g change in Saruwsw avan
veging his speech. Sgrumar had greeted 4
ing his higher position iu the Crder of Wizrrds, emphasizing
the diztinctions of color which evidently served to rank
21 to distinguish the verious wizards. This in itself is
ixonic since Sarumesn hag chenged coler frow the white which
marked his rank a3 the head wE the order to s shimmering
prismatic robe of ell colovs, Uider ordinary clreumsteaces,
Szrumen would not hsve had t6 1wagpere continuelly hia gye 3
pericr pesition because no one ever doubged i,

This change from white o weny cslors nes been &g -
g22ted s sn sct af pride; it ie 2lsc 2 symbolic repragen-
tation of hig change in athlcal setandacds, te is % neither
white nor black nor any color but zreks ¢o eacompEss all of
thew. He ig In between geod 2ud evil, and dttempting to
show that he con harmenize or traonscend these two categories,
I sheil empiify upon zhege points 8 bit leter, =ne trilogy®
leselt shows the success of such a venture,

The justification that he uses for his transformecion is
thet whiteness s weakness, it mey Le broken up, written upon
Or marred in some way. Though this i{s 211 done on the aym-
bolic level, the meaning iz clear, Szrumen prefers power o
virtue. He has nn belief that the good, in thig case Sym-
bolized by the white, has any sort of Ioherent defense. 0Of
coursze, once cne accepts that thers is no power inherent in
the good &nd to be Ffound in the gond glone, then everything
fs Mup for grabs." Power for it own sake becomes a gosl,
since power, slone snd apart from virtue, will decide, He
who hse the grestest amount of power will triuemph (which, in
itself, is quite truej.

Seruman rhen launches into his speech with which he hopes
Lo entice Gzndalf inio accepting his plan for the new ordaer,
(A1l quotations are from the Ballantine edition of Fellowship
&f the Ring, p. 340.)

The Elder Davs are gone, the Middle Deys are pessing.

w e’
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The ¥ounger Lays are begimning. The time of Elves
fi2 over bLut our time 1% st hand: the world of aen
which we must vule.

Ssrumsn beging his policical philoscphy with en histor-
icel enalyels, an stteapt to find the pattern of history.
He recognizes sccuretely that indeed the Ol1d Days are over,
the power of Elves 1e declining and the power of men is rig-
ing. Mut historicel observation 18 more than mere recitstion
of fecta. Intertwined with the historical observation is
Also sn interpretstiocn. "Our" time has come snd “we must
rule' men gince they c¢re now to be dominsnt.

The argument ie ingeniously constructed so that thers
iz ne mentioe of sn ethicel dimensfon in the historical
movement. The risc and £211 of verious races are seen merely
28 historicel fects; one elther tekes sdventage of them or
onéidoss not. If one i2 to hold power in these younger days,
1t mst be power over and associsted with men. 2 simple
stetement of fsct with no value attached (since of course
we all know fscts snd values ere totslly azeparate).

But we musz have power, power to order all things
#8 we will, for that good which only the Wise can
see.

Ssruwsn now clavifies to what end thia necessity to rule
men g directed. It {s the Wiee, the Elect, who ¢lone can
see vhet the good 13 snd for thet reason nuat have sbsolute
power. Let us &nalysze cleaxly what zort of properties the
"good” has in Serumen'a usage. Firet, this good 18 not some-
thing thet will come about through the orderly processes of
nature or even in che unfolding of historical development.
Historicsl snslysis werely gives ue the means for power, and
not the end.(in this case, power for Sarumsn's "good'"). The
grod muat be imposed on the situstion. If {t were not 36,
Serumsn would not need to ask for "powsr to order sll things."

Second, the goed is not at all obvious. Only the Wise,
thoge with some apecial qualificastions, cen see it, It is
not necesssxily a good which everyore can agree on, or at
lesst 8 good which can be made nmenifest to the reasonsbly
rational members cf the community. There csn be no check or
verificetion procedure te what the Wigse decree ss good. Hence,
it is essentislly srhitrary.



Third, the geower needad o asluxela thia good must be
sbeolute. Thia ia simply o wmovel:avy of the fiver twd prop-
ertiez. And once ons grenis vhst the Wise shouwld rule for
the good they slone gec, Sgruasn's demsnd [ar power ig 4
quite ressonsble une. Fiow tils ic follows thet, if the
demsnd For this power is geod, theu {yiven the rast of the
precadicg arsliysia) eny megng Lo shreining this power 13 good.

The jrony is that Saruman, who uwndoubtedly includes him-
self among the Blect, rather then being oac who hee en unim-
ceded view of the good, i2 one who is particulsrly blind teo
the consequences of his own &cts. Saruwen 41so hastens to
edd chat Gandalf is included ewong the Jlect. What more
effective way i3 there Lo win one ever to the elitigt view
of politics?

A new Fower Ls rising. Ageingt it, the old sllies
and policies wili uct aveil us at ell. There i8 no
hope left in Elves ar dying Wuwmenost. This then iz
the one choice before vou, before us.y We msy join
with thst Power. . . Lte wictory is at hand and
there will be & rich rewszd for those who cided it.

As Snekespesre said: "thevs 1&g a tide in che uffsirs of
men, which taken at the fleod, leads on to fortune.” Sarumsn
weate to attach himeself to what he feels to be historicel in-
evitabiY{ty. The old wmusr give wWay €O the new; 1t is futile to
fight 1t. Mistorlcsl ceunditions change snd oue wmust re-exsmine
0id policies 2nd absndon them if they are no longer practical.

This new Power to which Ssrumen refers s, of course,
Sauron, the embodiment of evil., The proposad allianvce, there-~
fore, i3 pot ore based on common metivations. The path of
history is mot to be ‘udged good or Lad; it moves smorally
and one either moves with it and succeeds or against It and
fails. Sauron seems to be the wost powerful force around and
a0 an ailiance with him seems to be the most reasonable course.
One does not ask what is rvight, but just what will work. 1In
political jatgon, this is known as “being pragmatic.”

However, we must not think thet Seruman igs & cheep op-
portunist who seeks omly to survive and asdvence himself no
metter what the conditions ave. Saruman (s guided by & vision
of the new sociel order, snd to that vision all else must be
subordinated.
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A the Power grows, its proven frienmds will sisc ¢ cow;
end the wise, such €2 you snd I, woy v'th patience come
8¢ 1uat to direct its courses, to zontr ol fi. s .an
bide our time, we can keep ovr thoughtt in our kesvis,
deploring meybe evils done by the wey, hut spproviag
the high ultimste purpose: Kuowledge, laie, Ozder., . .
Seruawn doas oot sctuslily wost to give himzels sver to Ssiren,
or sctually to aubordinste lLimself to Saurcn. He wents ts be
& partner, to merely comprowise with Seuron, wnd that orly for
a2 while. Since ethice and policics ars sepevnte, ke cen essce-
fate politically with Sauron 2nd no? be covtznioured. Indeed,
by working with Sauren, he can, pechaps, do zosd by leaseniog
the iwpsct of Saurcon’s bershpesz., Ssrumen scpes co contziguely
bring good out of evil, at before good cen be brought aut, thea
evil must be given s helying asnd.

Wnat Serumsn 1ie azySng ir thet the best gourse iy o
work from within the systen. Accepy veslity ag it is, in
this cese, the reslity of Seuzon's predominsmce. Once one
accepte reality, one con then hope to progrom gradust chenges.
Nothing c¢an come of bucking the inevitsble. Sevumsn 1o guite
willing to sllow for certain kinds of movsl vegervetions, but
they ere pasentielly privste judgements, snd "If you can't
stand the heat, then you ghould get out of che kicchen,™

An sllience with evil mev be distsatefui to the fase
tidicus but that ig not deing fiexible. “he feci that Sduren
18 evil should not impeir his fighting powes #ny; and Sevuman
ie willing to overlook & present evil for ¢ future good.

There need not be any real change in our desiges,
oniy in our meens. . .

Sgrumen gincerely believes thst sn evil wesns cenpot corrupt
2 good end. An overavching vision csn justify ths use of any
means sveilable to secure ite triusph.

Of course, the euntive irilogy serves to refuis everything
that Ssruwsn believed. His own Ffortress was destroyed by belngy
whom he had wronged without ziving them amch thought. He was
trapped in his tower with & treacherous sniveling worm of &
wan for his only comwpsnion. He ssw Gandalf tske his pesition
af Head of the Order de jure which he hesd de facto rencunced
vhen he changed from white te many coiors. The power of Sauron




which he assw a8 so overvhelaing proved t6 he hollew end in.
subatentisl. Ssrumsny wes PEOVED WTORS, not by ergument. nop
by just’.eacther vicion voning to the fore, but rather bv the ’
courge of events, the petisra of history thet he felt he up-

deratoed. The courze of sventa proved his actions to be

futile, end hence the premizes vpor which he wag workicg

were wyong, .

*

What cen be lesarred from the face sad charscter of Sazu-
men? Firat, history sad polities, though noc strictly iden-
tical with ethice, ave indeparadle frea 1t. While Lt 13 guite
Froper to sveid the sentimaenial sluplistic sttempt to Judge
history by its conformity or nen-conformity te cercain Bpge
cific morel views (coupi¥e the ence popular view thst the de-
tline of the Romsn Emplre war due to the orgles mnd genersl
sexusl promisculty), we muatg set forget thar 17 the moral
law acte in the lives of individuel wen, 1t must surely
operate in the collective sctions of men ay meni fested in
society and histoxy ss well.

Second, there ls nc such thing =8 = temporary compromisge
with morel principle. Integrity, like Bumpty-Dumpty, cannot
be put bsck togather sgaln. The rosd of compromies 18 one-
way even if it supposedly lesds to a higher good,

Third, one cennot seperste whet is Bood from whet will - - .
work. The whole thrust of The Lord of the Riaggs is that
nothing will reslly work unlesy it 1 good. Not only does
povier carxrupt but the very desfre for power is dangersus,

Sarxumsn, in hoping o transcend gecd and evil, fells
victim to evil; the tide of history on which he relied,
turned agafnst him and destroyed him, When one's actions
are bssed on erroncous premiges, only disaster cen come of it.
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THE INTERLACE AND PROFESSCR TCLKIEN @

MEDIEVAL RARRATIVE uuLNIQUE bN THE LORD OF THE RINGS
i-
*4 Paper Bsad to the U. W. Tolkien S@ciety Apri) 16, 1887

by Richerd . West

let we begiw, by wiy of Lilustzstion, with ¢
pessage by C.” S. Leuke 1o which he describes the pse-
tern of interwoven storics thet ¢ modesm rnader finds
in, Hlxary. b ot

Arthur hee a wey against five kings. To
: repeir Bis losszes he wagt neke new knighis.
" 4Z Bia €dlection .sends Boglessgus, mslcontent,
from the ghurt, 20d the stezry of his wan-
derings crosase the letter end of Merlin's
story. Axthur mescwhile beoao got involved
in tite affeivs of Dumas snd Ontzlzke, which
_An their turn involve both him 2and Accolon ...
- - in the machinetione of Mergan, which Je o

leed to the berishment of her son Uwain,

o which leads to his joint errentry with
' Gawzin, which brings them both (now fno com-

psny with Marhsus) to thosze thrze dsmsels

st the river-hend who Zfuek the sitory into
‘v three (C. IV. 4~19)...a30d 80 on. Those whe
=1 dislike this scrr'of ‘thing wikl not much
" 7 like Melory. 3 s
If the modern resder does not sctuglly disltke rhis sort
of thing, he does find such a nsrrative psttern 2 little
odd. Modern critical theosry, besed on some three centu-
ries of artistic practice, csils for sn Aristoteiisn con-
cept of orgenic univy in s work-of art. -There should. be
a8 single mojor theme, to which & limited number of other
themes way be relsted but subordinated, which iz pursuded
from 4 clesr-cut beginning, through a middle which grows
naturelly out of the beginning, to a reacluticn in en end
which grows out of all that has gone before. Any siugle
work is eelf-sufficient, sinmce it includes wichin itself
gvarything that is necesszry, st the same time excluding
everything that is not nacegsary. It iz hence (to apply
the deacription of this concept formuleted by Glovambatists


should.be

Strozei in 15993 indivisitle In iuself, out divided
from everything elze. thia e the percemn of navy-
stive progresaion ro which 8 modern grader i ACOUS-
tomed. It3 principles are summed up fo the dicium
of the (neen of Sesves; Jegie ot tie bagimming, and
go on till you coxe tu thz end; thee siap.

‘Wmather this mrogrsseive. nmsluivteved waTvazive
Tine we sve @il £a Fumiliex with iz tha beay vech
sigue for narreticr (s pot & seint whizah L ew ine
teveriad in disgcussingg but thew 14 L8 net the only
valid method i sssarhing we sre rediszovering in
sur day, influemced by th: experiments wizh fore
of our contesporary artista {such se Joyee, Proust,
and Grass) and by our ineresaing knowiedge of the
Aifferent Ilterary techniquez employed by our an-
cestors. It 13 of one such older technique, ths
medlzval interlsce, that T heve now tu apeek. 1
g3k yBur pardon &nd your patience if ay description
of this methed of nervative structure seem: long
#nd complex, for this but reflects the veturs? of
the subiect, which is not ¢ all essy to grasp; and
even those wio sre slready szqueinted with it mey not
be sveree to freshsning the comceplt in chelr ainds.
Those who are slready Frailisr with some exsumple of
sn interlaced marvetive, such so the thirtzenth-century
eyclic romences in prose, oF Spencer’'s Feerle Quesa, ov
{this will be my smphasis) folkien's loxd of the Rings,
will have that puch of sn edvantsge io Lorming o clear
idea of this highly sophleticated naxvetive technique.

Tt i unfortunats chat for meny wodern eritics
organic unity in not asvely & cherscteristic of 8 work
of literature but acruslly's conditicn for lts exisctence,
es they Comgider the imposition of & unified pattern on
the flux of reality nne of the chief rsisons d'8tre of
art. Thie umekes it Aifficuit for them to perceive the
subtler pstterns of other techniques such 8s the inter-
lace. Tt ie unlikely that eny lete medieval guthor would
have been wuch attrected to the toncept of organic unity.
They were not interested in worke being discrere from all
other works, since the metter of eny story vaa regarded
88 copmon propevty. Indeed, & writer elways claimed that
some grand sucteur had told a story befove him even, and
parheps especlsliy, it he hadn't: sush # procadure lent
authority to & tale. Nor would a progressive, uncluttered
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rarretive line be cansidered wogy deeinghle: the
e ., wedlevele thought digressions enviched 3 Btovy.
Yot nelther did they like disorder or unconascted
.. g#equerced of Quents,,gnd 1% wss our of displessuve
. __wich such vambling Tales of cdventuxe thet the ino-
terlece wor evolyed., The tnirisenthecentury Frengh
writers vho Ffollowed Chrdtien e Troves ahzred his
; idezl of comnusition &8 forging links betwszen hithecto
wacennected epizodes and gliving thew sbspe and wesn-
tng.* They, Tike Thretien, "wsnted to aeke the nery-
~ative axticuldis, tc mokivers {t, to give it a ceusel
«perspective.'”. The msrrstive devics they developad
, wsg.thet of iviarkeaving tve or eore sepavaie themes
ot stovies, & device indeed wrown 2o esriler writers
4+ #pd uged, for example, In che Metamorphioses of Ovid,
but pever befure smployed 4o 5o vist snd complex an
o ensquwhle of thawes &8 e thirceenth-century cyclic
romgnce. In soy one of these,'the knights-erran: whom
we LTy to follow as they moke their way through & for-
ese~-that snéfest syubpl of uncertain fgte--ave apt to
ebandon 2t any time one guest for the sske of another,
only te be sidetracked agein & woment later” and "the
- ‘resulting weze of adveniurea, querts and bztiles” seems
to. grow in complexity the deecper gre veptyrss.t Yet
behind the spparent simliesaneae there 12 a rationel
principle st work, g8 wee peinted sut by the Trench
. historian, Fardimand Iot, in hi» study of the Prose
' Lepcelat (ove of the branches of the gresar thirteenth-
century cycle of Archurisa romenzer. . lot discovered
thet wo themy Iv the Prose Leoczist covid be separsted
from the cther themea, even though they were independeit
of each other: e o 4

Y A Ctanie 4
.Aucune xventu:g ne forme un tput se surfisant
, 3 lul-meme. D'une part des episcdes snterieurs,
' laissés grovisoiremaﬁr da ugte, ¥y prolcoagent
des rusmifications, d'autre pert des episodes
subsger uenis, proc hes ou lointsirﬂ y sont
. smovcer., Clest un enchevetremant eystématique.
De ce procéds de l"ntr@]acﬂment les examples
B¢ pxeeaeut gous la plume. 1z sont si nom-
breux qu's les vouloir en¢m¢re: gn rsconterait
le Lencelot d'un bout & 1'sutre.

i

Ro streich of the narrstive sppesred to be gelf-contained:
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&t auv given polni theve werz alwavs to be found
recollentions of sarvlier episcdzr v sdumbrations

3£ lzter onzg. Hanoe the difderent themes ln rhe
Prose Langeloe are vor like the sersraze pleces

of 8 moRgle, whevy auy one might be vemoved withe

out disruptivg the others, but rither like the gep-
aTate but crassing and recrnauing Thresds woven into
& tegpoatry, whers no siagle sthresd can be, pojied

aut without destroving the entive fahpie,” ML
enclogy from & vizusl are wer pwip you fe seg th

sort of cpherence poxeszid 57 e rtories sy Lh%m&ﬁ
in o inferlscad narxative, wheve the stories xﬂhere
ore to encther 10 2w ufivits am ten of echoss snd
anticipastions. "Just 8% ‘n 2 tepeatry esch thread
alrernates wich sr endises variety wi others, so in
the eaxly prose vemences o the Arthurisn group nue-
erous Seemingly iudepecdent e;tmad#s or "motife’ ave
interwoven in & owonner unlsh makes 1t pocaible fou
cach epigode o be set 2alde 2 any wouent spd ve-
sumed later. Mo single sireteh of such 8 narrative
car be cowplete in iteelf any wove than 8 stitch in

a woven febric; fhe sequel mey gppest st 4Dy monent,
hewsver loag the intervai. But the reseablence gues
no further, for valike the finished tapestry & branch
of & pross romsncs h&s a8 & rule ne natursl conciusion;
when the avthor brings 1t to a ciose he simply cuts
the threeds et arbltverily chosen pointe, snd Enyone
who chouses to pick them up end {nverwesgve them {n a_
gimilar feahicn ren continue the work indefinigely.”

¥

<

Bullding on the woertk of Lot, Professor Eugéne
Vinsavaer hag gune on to deforibe What 9 medievel writer
schieved when he adopted thie device of "au expansion
or en unroliling ef a nusber of loterlocked themes.
“"Combined s it wus with the practice of interlscing,”
he writes, " ¢he process of digresaion would not only
Juerify, but call for the wery things thet oux conven-
tional poetica condamm: it would ¢sll not for 'unity'
which restyicia the work .o eseentisls snd deprives it

of potentiel razmificetions, but for expsusicen and diver-

sigy, for growth, buth ?eal und hypothecicsl: reel vhen
8 theme or 2 seguence of thewmes L8 lengthened wichin an
exiating work, hypoinetical when the author projects 4
posgible continuation to be tsken up by his successoer
whe in turn will heguesthe 2 similar projection te
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those who wixl folley him., For g work fguch ee the
Arthurian prese cyels thege ig, s:xictlj apeaking,
no single bsginnimg znd o gingie evd: esch initisl
sdventure can be extended inte chs past, each fingl
adventure into the futuve, by & furtb@r Lepgtasning
of the parrztive threads; and aay theowe cap re-8ppear
after an intexvel <o 85 to streich the faobric seiil
fuzther until the resder icses every sense of Lim-
itarion in time or spsce... And sivge It iz alweys
poseible, end often oven necesssry, £ov seversl
themee to be pursued a*multaaeously, they heve to
glternate iike thresds ip & woven fsbric, one theme
{ipterrupting enother and agsin anather anﬁ yer al}
reﬁai1ing ¢anstmn*17 preaent in the author' g &nd che
redder’s wind,"™¥ L
Tﬁ)reﬁver M, Vinsve: elaeﬂhorg painta but that
the medievel authora welcomed the popularxity of such
supernstursl sids s the ruses aud enchantments of
magicians, which were & ﬁruittul source 2f the di-
grensiong which engiched the text with & plessing
variety.” Aund one surprising ressit of this hss been
diacuesed by €. §. lewls, who obgervez that Spenser's
use of the interlace in the Faezle Gueen “adde to the
poem what wmight be called d&p“h ot thickness, or den-
sity. Because the Qimproheble\ sdventure which we are

" following is lisble st apy moment fe be interrupted

by some quite diffevent (i imprebeble) adventure, there
steels upon ue unawezes tche conviction that adventures
of thisz sort are going on all round us, that in this
vast forest (we are nearly slways in @ forest) thise

is the aort of thing that goes on all the tiwme, that

it was going on before we arrived snd will bnntinue af-
ter we heve left. We lose the fezling thet the stories
we are showm were arbitrerily mede up by the pest. Ou
the contrary, we are suye thers sTe plenty eore which
he hee nct time to show ug. We are being given mere
selections, specimens; instances of the normal life of
that wooded, faerie world. The result of this is an
sstonishing sense of reality...(Spenser's faerie lond)
13 lifelike by its consistency--all the sdventures bear
the stamp of the worid that produced them, have the
right flevour, wake esch other probable, dn its appsrent
planlessness--they collide, and get mixed up with one
snother and drift spart, just ss events would in a resl



world; in its infiniiy~-we aae, eo obviocwsly,
never get to tha esd of thew, there ave abwlously
more snd more, round the R cornsr.” 7 Thue

the complexity and ihe supernssural sachinery of
rhe interlace heve the possdorical effgct of mak-
ing & nevratlve mcre lifeliks, wore consistent with

-

our experience 2% the fluz of everyday anvietsnce.

It ie esay to pec that the comnlexity of the
interlace could becoms 2 spuvce of bewilderment
aes wall as pleesure. snd iedsed, though shis davve-
tive technique remzined popular down into et least
the seventeznth santuyy, the procass of breskiag up
the weny intevvoven thamae of the thirctesnth-century
eyelic romsnces into zimplsr stovy unlte had slresdy
begun in the lste Miadle Ages. It 46 this tuend that
gives rise te the madern revel. Though =y iadtisl
quotation from C. 8. lewis's cssay on Melory shows
that the fnterlace survives e scwe 2utent in his
work, Profeaser Vimwver has demcunsteized by 4 com-
parison with Malory's Fremeh sources that he, oo,
wsg unwesving themes, asd svbacftuting "a siwple
narvezive, with each sequence of events beginning
when the other ie at &n end... for the elabovare
chein of interlocked epiaedes."l’

But I @4 heve covcerned not with the leatey
avolution of the interlace but with irs codern ve-
covery. The device seems slien o ug now, end
Professor Vinaver has suggested thet "it wlll teke
the modern world nesrly half-s-millennium to redis-
cover it through the work of a few sclitary writers
of our own time."1? Oue sueh writer is J. K. K.
Tolkien.

Profesaor Tolkien has 85id himself that his
medlevel etudies serve to ferxtiiize bisz {msginstion,
that his typical respenze to medieval literature is
to write 8 moders work im the same trediridn,. i3 He
has wriiten s sequel vo The Battie of Mpldon, a verse
plsy in the sllicerstive metex oi the Old Erglish
pcem;14 snd & number of poews in the same eaxly med-
fevsl meter eppeer in lLord of the Rings. The trzditionm
of the fireton ley {nspired his "Ley of Aoctrou and
Itroun."”l3 Lord of the Rings itzelf hes been called




"perhapz the fgzt litevasy mesteiplece nf the
Middle Ages."*® professer Gecvge #H, “homson has
recently potates nug hoss ieporeant in this grest
' three-volure novel re vraditiousl vomance themes
and briefly indicated its structursl relation to
the interlasce, which produces "s dersiled yet pans
oramic view of # whole world in movement snd turmaii.”
I propose now 6 2xamine Tolkien's use of the ja-
teriace, and by so doing I hope to {liuminace this
medievel narrative technigue by reference %o 3 con-
crete sxample, @8 well ss to show semething of Che
wydern author's owm achievoment,

&

There ave iwe provisos thet showid be borue
in mind. Piret, T meke no clsfm s to any direct
influence of the Fréach romances om Professor Tol-
kien's choice of narrativa techaigue. I dom't even
know that he haos read them, et zlene sujoyed thew.
Perhaps one could argue fov Malory's usege vs an
influence, but I think 1t 43 rether the scholsr's
peychic affinity wich his peviod of study thst is
3t the busie of Mlkien's eyopathy with the form.
Second, it must be stressed the¢ for 21l 1ts com-
plexity, the interlsice iz nevertheleas s very natu-
rel literary form: a direct ruflectlon of the way
life 18 lived. Its radiscovery, chen, is not mere
antigquerisnieco.

Tolkien's Middle-corth 4s a vast lend, measur-
ing some 1300 wiles frew eust to weot (L. e., from
the Gulf of Lune to the Iron Hills), =nd 1200 miles
from north to south (1. e., from fhe Bsy of Forochel
to the mouth of the River Anduin);18 ¢nd its river-
valleys, plaineg, forests and mountains are pecpled
with seversl rstional species, sach with its owr hig-
tory. There ave kingdoms of Men; forest reslms of
tell, regal Elves; cavern homez of short, stout Dwarf
miners, smiths, snd cvaftsmen. There iz Tolkien's
own new specles of Little People, the hole-dwelling,
four-foot-tell Hobbits living a bucolic idvil in their
remote Shire (it is seeing the other msrvels through
thelr steedy, cosmon~sensical point of view that they
are made more reedily acceptable to ug). “There sre
Ente, giant tree~like beings "shepherding" their
living tveee. ‘There sre the mysterious Wizaxds,
the shape-shifting Beorn, that Pan-like natursl power,
Tom Bombadil, and rational beasts and vivds, noc to
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meution thr evil Ores, Trolle, @clves, and balregs.
Yee no individusl snd uo specisr cver scems Lo oxe
igt mevely for the sske 8f rhe plot.  Jach hus 4
long personsl wud zacisi aintory, th: events of
which #re continueliy becomirg entangled wich the
histoxles of other peaples, 2o thet they BUppoOTL
cne anothev v that 14felike couplaxity thet the
interlece com give, 88 Lewis hes shows us in the
case of Spenger’s poem,

Tolkien has cne rathey eimple story o tell,
the queat of the hobbic, Frode, to take the One
Ring of Power to the place of irs forgiog et
Mount Orodruin, where slome it car be vomade, and
there destroy Lt ond wo ené the threat of it vige
tually sbeolute power and shsalute corruption., But
in such & varicus snd teeming world as Middle-cazth
this necessarily becomer interwoven into the nattern
of the lives and fatse of other persons and peoples.
The Quest theme is primary, but snother wsior theme
ie the War against Ssuron, who secks to dominate
Hiddle-earth and would be victorious if he could Te-
covexr the One Rking that he lust in sa ancient war.
Al]l peoplez sres drsen into the struggle, ou one side
oex the other. Tolkien's main stary thus involves
meny other stories, all wore or less independent vat
linked at many points, and occurring sinultaneously.
I think Tolkien re-invented the interlace to Lccom-
modate the nsture of his meterial, but whether this
is true or whather ha did deliberately borrow the
form frem thirteenth-century romance, it was exactly
whet he needed,

Ihe Ioxd of the Rinzs is sometlmes loosely re-
ferred to as & trilogy, bur the term msy be wislesding,
gince it can be used 0f three books thet, however re-
lated, are independent literary unita; it is properiy
& aingle novel or romance that happens to be published
In three volumes. Esch volume is divided into two
Bocks, end it is these unitg thst are of significance
in exswining the srchitectorics of the work. As
Thomson notes, Tolkien permits himself a certain neat-
ness of plet at beginning end end, reserving the wost
complex interweaving for the centrsl porticn.* oo T
builds up the main cheme: Frodo, together with his
hobbit friends, Mervy, Pippin, and Sem, lesves the



pesceful Shire ou the firet 2tages of che Quest.

They ste thie ceught up in the turbulent evencs

of the world beyond their berders, snd through

wany dengers they bear the Rlng to Rivendell where

plens will be made for lts ueﬁtruct‘nn. In 3Book
IT, the Qu@sr theme {s contiaued, enriched with

i oh rétiospictive materisd concginihg”thg history

k£ the King {its power, its Toss, 123 finding by
Bilbe), and & Fellowship in foermed to 'carry out

the (Quest to unuske the Ring. But this Fellowship
is fregmented st the end cf Book I1. Frodo leaves,
screwmpanied by hix iasepsvsble é&zvvant, Sam, snd
pursued by Sollum; Pook ¥V snd ”hé early part of

‘Book Vitvecount thelr sdvéntures', &5 they creep pa-
theticklly acrosd the desolation of movdor on their
crucial mission. Meésnwhile &1l the vesi of the

" world cl¥shes in o War that %1%l he decided by the

" guccess or failute of the Quest. " The other members
of t?e ?ellowsth ceﬁame entangled in’ths wars of
fohan sad Gondor and axe perced snd rednited many
times in Bodke IIY 46d V. Indeed, 4s Arsgorn is a
mighty werricr auch of the fighting dévolves upon

‘him, and he mdves &bout tv be precent it virtually
every major battle. 4nd Gaudslf {iike Odin, & sol-
itary wanderer who rides through many ieﬁg& with an
observant eye; Iike Merlin, the wise counsellor of
kinga in tise of crisis) 1u-hkaily becomes the chief
strategist of the War. The themes sre resolved in the
latter part of Bock VI, as the friends come togetheg
egain b@fore each turning tzx set his home in order.

How the stories are interwoven may be demonstre-
ted by two episodes that T am sure remsin with every
reader: the meeting w{th the Ents; end the encounter
with Shelob,

As actors in the naérrstive, the Ents serve to
overthrow the wizerd Saruman, s treitor who has set
up 8 citadel medelled on that of Sauron and who de-
sires the Ring for himself. They thus relieve the
men of Rohsn of a powerful foe and enable them to
help the men of Gondor in the War with Ssuron. But
the Ents march sgeinst Ssruman in the first place,
not merely becsuse of his hostile sctions against
them, but because they have lesrned his intentions




from the hobbits, Pippin eund Mecry., The habbiza weuld nev-

J

er have met Tresbeard snd the Enes 1§ whey hed not been cap-

tured by Orce sad brought to vhe erea of ¥aagoe:in Forest.
The Orcs, however, hed incauded fo bring then Lo Spromen;
bur it was not okiy Sarumen’'s Ores wie weve involved in the
etteck on the Fallowshif, hut wlso another bund wac wanted

to svenge the dezth of ome of wthelr chiefrains Lo the ran-
ning battle as the Compeny seszed thraegh thelr tarriiery
in Moria. Toe Fellowship wee golvg throuph Horie Lecsude...
and eo the chsls of events con L fisesc o8 Jer back in the
histery of the Ring an the raadex slesses. Theve iz & come
plex of il Rinds of Theomes. et the Ents ave havdly cree-
rures who welt in the wings o be csiled on ro sttsck Saru-
pan; I am sure I em like sust resders In finding rhell his-
WYY
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tory one of Tolkien's wost memorabie ang phwerful wmy
tions. Rather 1t 8 es Treebeszd tells the hobbitss "I go

wy own way, bui your way mEy 2o along with wine for » wnile.”"
"hese tree-herds have theiv gum story, but it hecones ciosely

tnvolved with the Wer and the fuest; chey could not ravily
be ramoved from the narrative without destroylng the fabric

The Shelob story is similerly interwoven with other
themes., Frodo snd Sem come te her lair at all only because
it i3 one entrance to Sauron's stronghcld of Mordor, and
they are gulded there by Gollum. This fescinsting, blaek,
hissing creature is a distart hobblt-velative, who, desir-
ing the Ring, hss dogged the Fellowship since his path
crogsed theirs in Moriz, snd ke has followed Frodo and Ssw
gince they parted frowm the Company. He knows that the gi-
ant spider, Shelob, has Gwelled iu the mountsins for sges
before Sgsuron came and is uvcencerned with the Ring, and
he hopes to recover it once ahe hag fed on the hobbits.

%ut other themes are involved. The fleoshing STAL-ZLALH
with which the hobhitz drive sway Shelob is related to the
srchetypal imsges of light and darknesa which constsntly
recur in this romapce, eud the phisl of light itself ip 3
gift of the elf queen, Galadriel, sud recsils the s journ
of the Fellowship in 18rien. Froda, stung by Sheloo, 1lies
ss if deed (as was propheticslly foreshadowed in the Mirvor
of Galadriel): and Sam reluctantly but hersically sssumes
the Quest himeelf, though it is against bis very nsture Lo
leeve his mester. Indeed, we can fully eppreciate hiag di-
lemme only 1f we reslize thst hie insepsrability frow Frodo
has been a msjor motlf 211l along: he nhas cowe with him from
the Shire, watched by him while he was recovering froa the

hic cres-
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wound inflicted by the Ringwraith, foliowed him uninvited
to the secret Council of Eirond, #nd wes the only oue to

go with Frodo when he left the rest of the Pzllowship.

When Foramir swakens Frodo snd leads hiz to look through
the Window on the West, Sam, 28 if bound to his msster im
gome way, instantly wakes and follows them. His fste scems
siways to wske him the companion of Frodo; angd when Ores
besr awsy what he thinke is his mester s corpse he puybvey
them, lesyns thet Frodo was paralyzed byt not dead, rescues
him, and is his support (end essential o nim) in finighing
the Quest. Meanwhile, Shelsh has retreated to her dsxk
lsir snd out of the story; but what reader can forget her?

Tolkien's narretive slso hes another charscteristie
of interlsce: the infinite series of echoes and srticips-
tions by which the work geins coherence. ihe reades who
notes the grisly detail of Isildur cutting the Ring of
Power from the hand of Seuron will have s sense of pattern
when history rvepests itself and Gollum {ironicslly, it is
he who completes the Quest) bites off the Ring~-finger of
Frodo end is borne into the Fire by the weight ot the Ring.
The lost finger thus becomes § symbol of imperfection and
evil, and makes Frodo's decisfon to keep the Ring for hiwm-
salf a decision to become ancther Ssuron. Agein, when
Treebeard asks Pippin and Merry if they heve seen any of
the Entwiggs in the Shire, because “they would Tike your
country," our sense of the peignancy of their pegative
response will be incressed if we remember sowe hundreds of
pages back to the conversstion in the Green Dragon inn,
where we heard that gisnt tree-like beings heve indeed
been seen wslking in the Shire.23 Tolkien, like Marlowe
and Milton before him, can use proper names for their sheer
musical besuty; but it iz better yet o remember the vef-
erences to such peop%g 88 the Bortal Beren and his love
for the elf maiden Lithien TinUviel (which hes & perallel
in the romance of Aragorn and Arwen), s&nd to such &s Gil-
galed the Elven king, Celebrimbor, Firiadil the marinerx
(especially his star, which now and then shines hope into
the enemies of Sauron, &s when Sam looks on it from Cirith
Ungol), the dwerf-lord Durin, and others, or to such places
as Numenor, Nargothrond, or Gondolin, in order to gain a
sense of the legendary past of thie world of Middle-earth.
Ainyone who chooses to keep in mind the various prophecles
made from time to time will find that they sre invsriably
validated, sconer or later.
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But, &s Lot eald with zegerd {2 the Interlsce in the
Prose Langelot, sc heve, too, anv attempt to enuwerate the
irterwoven thresds of the nsrrstive will erd by giving &
résumé of the entive Bock. In the interlzece pattern, any
one gection of the work fwplies other sections both gare
lier #nd lster. ILe¢ me exewine cue section in this mesner
énd leave thoge incerested to gpply the technique them-
gelves o veeding the novel,

Early inm Hook I, the four hebbits spend the night
in the house of Tom Bowbadil, the wssrer of woed and hill.
Heve, say Tow &nd his wife, Coldberey, ne evil Influence
can affect them. And we sve teld the dreams of three of
the hobbits.

In the dewd night, Frudo lsy in # dreem without
lighe. ‘Then he rgew the young aooo rising; under
its thin light there locwed before him & black
wall of rock, plevced by a dark srch like s grest
gate. It seemed to PFrode thst he wss lifted up,
and passieg over he saw thet the rock-wzll was &
circle of hilie, &nd that wichin it wes & plzin,
and in the wmidst of the plain stood & pinnacle

of stone, 1ike a vast tower but not meds by hands.
On ita top stoed the Ffigore of & msu. The woon

a8 it rese szemed to bang for a moment above his
Jeed and glistened in his white heir as the wind
stirred it. Up from the davk plain below ceme

the crying of felil volces, snd the howling of

wany wolves. Suddenly s shadow, like the ghape

of great wings, pagaed scvogs the moon, The
figure lifted hiz arms aud s light flashed £from
the staff that he wielded. 4 wmighty esgle svept
down &nd bere him sway. The veoices wailed and

the wolves yammered. Thers was a noise like a
strong wind blowing, and on it wzs dborme the sound
of hoofs, galloping, galloping, gelloping from the
Esst. ‘'Black Riders!" thought Frodo as he wakened,
with the sound of the hoofs stiil echoing in his
mind. He wondered if he would ever sgain have the
courage to lesve the safety of these stone walls,
He lay moticnless, still listeuning; but all wes
now silert, end st last he turned and fell asleep
again or wendered into some other unremembered
dream. 24

s




Frado's dreaw . deens weaninglzas 2t this point, but not
if we read §onther. 'Ieo Beovk IT 8t the Council of Elvond: it
develops that he han had s vislon of Gendalf, the wiiord of
fire and light, attracting the sttention of the angle, Swsihir,
in order to bhe rescusd from the gisnacle of Qrrhaue, where
lte was being held prisoner by Serupan. This had in fact
already occrurred, end though Frodo es2ccistes the hoofheats
with the Black Riders, servants of Sauren who have pursued
the hobbits, it ia more likely that they belong to Shadow-
fex who was even then hegriung Gendalf towsrd the Shire.
This drean will often recur to rerment Frodo duving bis. last o
deve in Hobbiton; but it is woumd intos the narrarvive more
tightly even then this. Frodo asg fovnd in the houge of
Bombsdil another idyllic retrest &nd one which seeny @oarve -
likely to remain pevuenently safe than the Shire; when he
does have the courage to continue the Quest, then, rhe
theme of persconal responaibility is helghtened by this
repeated decieion to carxry out bhis original intention. Also,
the dresm gives us our fivet sight of Savvaan's hill-walled
cltadel, & redoubtsble place we will be sesing plenty of lster;
and the {=msge will tenmain in our minds when we lesrn of the
mountein-walled citadel of Mordor of which Sarumen’s power-
ful stronghnld ia only & lesser copy. 1t becomes an image
of the might of evil, snd vorks itz effect on the imeginsticr
of every reader: this derk, stone-bsrrieved place from which
&n evil power can issue and in which it ceecms unassailshle
digheasrtens ths cherscrers in the hook, and the imsge sim-
ilarly affects thes readexr. Moreover, Frodo’s dream also
warks the first gppesrance in Lord of the Rings of the eagle
notif, and this i3 resumed later.. Seversl times at the end
of the first voluwme and ths beginning of the second, Legelas,
Gimll, and Areégorn spot & distsnt shepe in the shy, end
wonder what it is snd whaet is L1td ervend, whether it im a
spy of Ssuron's or not. Fimally, when they ave reunited
with Gandalf, we learn that this {s &welhir, wvho had agsin
rescued the wizard (thig 2ime frow the peak of Mount Zirsk-
zizil where he ley after his fateful encounter with the
Beirog of Morie) and borne him to the Elves in lTorien. It
was by Gandalf, then. thset the eagle had been sent to watch
river and field. The eogle motif is then dropped until the
third volume, when in zhe battle before Mordor at the end of
Book V Pippin hears a cry:

‘The Bagles erxe coming! The Feagles mre coming'®

For one woment wore Pippin's thought hovsxed. 'Bilbo!’
it seid. 'But ne! That ceme in hie tale, iong long
sge. This 1e my tale, snd it is ended now. Good-bye
And his thought fled far swey &nd his eyes esw no
more.

1t
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Thie at once zends ug back to¢ the parsllel sirustion in
Ihe Hobbit, when Bilbe, 2in3 just befors 1¢eing eandelous-
ness, ahouted exaztly thx* Y Aignlzylug the azzrly de-
risive entry of the Hegles inte the Battie of Tive adrmies.
¥ we have been eensitive to the 2 tppearances of this image,
in the end it will have becoms for us & sywhol of hepe snd
of a higher power bringing heip unevpecked in zime of need.
And we will be prepsred when Frodo and Ssw fall nlene snd
ge8ping amid the destruction of Mordor, "and down swept
Gwalhir, and down came Loadrovsl end Mpne*dox che swifi;
and inp & dream, not koowing what fece had befsllen rhem,
the wanderers were lifted 2¢ snd borne far awgy sut of

the darkness snd the fige, 47

Bow let me turn back to Pippin and Merry, whow we lefl
esleep in the house of Tom Eombadil. “heir dros mg will re-
quire iess comment:

Pippin lsy dresming plessancly; but & change cam
osver his dreasme and he rurned and groanaed. ud-
derly he woke, or thought he hed waked, and yet
$t1ll heard in the dorkness the scund that hed
disturbed his dvearn: Zip-tap, s sigquesik: the nolsge
wee like branches Lrvtting in the wind, teig-
fingers screping ws'l and window: gxpaL cresk,
creak. He wondered if thers werve wizLow—trees
close to the house; and then suwidenly he had e
dreadful feeling that he was not in 2n ordinsry
house &t all, but irside the willow and lisren-~
ing to that horrible dry creaking woice laughing
2t him again. He sat up, and fel: the soft il
lows yield to his hends, end he lay down sgeln
relleved. He seesmed to hear the echo of words
in his esrs: 'Fesr ncthing! Have peace until
the morning! Heed no nightly noises!’ Then he
weng to slesp again...

It wes the sound of water that Merry hesyd fall-

ing into his quiet zleep: water streaming down
gently, and then apreading. spreading drresisti-

bly 211 round the house into a derk shoreless

poel. It gurwled under the walls, and wes rising
slowly but sureiy. 'T shal be drwwnedf’ ne thought,
'Tt will find its way in, and then I shall! drown.'
e felr that he was lying in a saft slimy hoz, and
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springing up he set his foot oa Che cownex wf &
cold hevd fiagstone. Theu he vemeuber:d vhers La—
wes and ley down again. He seemed &0 heay ov re-
weaber hesring: 'Hothing passen dewvs or windows
Beve woonlight end starlight end the wind off the
hill-top.' & little breasth of swest sir moved

the curtain. He bresthed deep and £21) sslezp
sgain. 28

These nightmereas of Pippin and Merry agre both uniike the
visiconery dream of Frodu, but similar to each other in

tone, &nd in each beimg soothed by the enchanted ginging

of Tom Bowmbadil. Tom, while ms fundasumesially uncencerned
with the doinge of others ss any otherx force eof usture,
("Tom has his house to wind and Goldberry ie weliting,” is
his refrzin), nevertheless is fundsmentsily benevolent to
those who do cross his peth, like the neture of the pavadissl
state of which he 18 2 survival. The two dreams are differ-
ent in their focuz, Pippin's looking backward snd Merry's
forward. Pippin recalls their plight when they had been
selzed by the ancient, evil Willow, from which Bembsdil had
rescued them. And the caveful resder will recsll Mervy's
dream & few chepters lster, when it ls repeated while he
lays on the ground in & f£sint, overcome by rhe evil influ-
ence of a Ringwraith.zg

Another effect of the medievsl interlsce wag to ghow
purpose and pettern behind the flux of evenis, and this
Tolkien hes emphssized by a wotif of Chance, or Fale, or
{perhape) Providence, thrvesded through the work. Gandslf
says ciyptically that Bilbe wes mesnt to find the Ring, snd
not by its Meker; snd that Frodo alsoc wes meent to have 1t.30
Gildor and @ cowpany of Elves frighten awey & Blsck Rider
who is «lose on the trsil of the hobbits; snd Gildour aays
there may be more than chance in their meeting,El Tow Bowbsdil
was returning home from sn errand of his own when he came
upon the hobbite caught by 0ld Man Wiliow; " Jugt chgnce
brought me then,” he says, "if chence you cell 1e."32 The
various leaders of Men, Elves end Dwarves who participate
in the Council of Elrond all came to Rivendell for their
own reasons, &nd were not summone:d by Elrond Balf-Elven;
vet he tells thea that they have been called to find coun-
sel for the pevril of the world.?? Frods comes to realize
that, possessing the Ring &3 Biite’s heir, snd being 8
simple hobbit without the power to muke full use of the ‘ne
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Ring snd g less eapily Ceapied ond corrunted vt ‘then
any &f the Wise and che Sraes Bandels, Galedriel, and
Faramir sll refuse it for thig re2son), he hos heen ap-
pointed to asiume the Quegt t3 destrsy the Bing: but why
or by whom appoinzed ha cennel gxy. Ceondalf notes thaet
by having Merry snd Pippir brought 5 the srea of Fsngoi
Foreat, wiere they would not othiervise haye gone, Ssramsn
lroaically prepared for bis owm downfall. " ha feeling
of Gendalf end Frods that Gollum's fate is bound up with
thet of the Ring is borne out by the Perplexing ending of
the Quest. This {8 not strict determinism, for EVETYGnE
acts freely end hes good redses for hix aetisog; butr the
pattern 1s there, and-the interlsce form is the llterapy!
imsge of {t. | - ) '

Coberence smong = teeaing varisty of Interweaving
stories; the events of on imsgined world gaining & 1ife-
like depth end solidity hy their mutuel interection; rhe
plessure cof récarring themes or wotlifs: the appearsnce of
8 pattern behind the flux of eventg--rcne otker thing Tol-
kien gained by using the ‘nterlace: the offect of what
might 5¢ called openendednexs, whevre it seems thet the
atory reelly has an existeace outside the confines of
the book, so that the reader hat the impression that the
suthor mlght have begun saviier or endsd lacer, if he
chose. Since Tolkien's romance iz s section only (however
Large) of a vast mythelogy svolved for his own satisfaction,
it 18 such an effect that he wants. Throughout iha work
there are references to the earlie- history of Middle-earth,
about which we learn more in the sppendicee; and the curious
reader can 8lao find in the gppendices 8 good deal of infor-
mation about what happened to the principal charecters after
the point where the romsnce ends; while there sre algs num-
erous recellections of persons and events in the ssrliex
book, The Hobbit. This effect of openendedness has heen
well described in the tonversation of Sem snd Frodo, rest-
ing on the Stairs of Cirith Ungol aw chey cetss the moun-
taing ipto Merdor:

'Beren now, he never thought he was going £o get
thet Silmaril from the Ivon Crown in Thangorodrin,
and yet he did, and that wss a worse place gnd 2
biacker denger than ours. But that's s long tale,
of course, and goes on pest the héeppiness and into
grief and beyond it--and the Silmaril went on and

.
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aprioging up be set hisg foot on lie coinex of &

cold herd €lagetone., Then ne remswbaved whers he. -
wag sud lsy dows sgain. He seemed Co he’r or Te-
meuber hesring: 'Nothing passes doors or windows
gave moonlight end sterlight snd the wind off the
hiil-top.’ A& little bresth of sweet siv woved

the curtain. He breethed deep and fzli asleep
mgain.zs

These nightweres of Pippin znd Mervy ave both unlike the
visionsry dream of Frodo, but similar to esch other im

tone, and in each being soothed by the enchanted singing

of Tom Bembadil. Tom, wirile se fundswentelly unconcerned
with the doings of others #8 any other force of neture,
("Tom hae hie hosse ko mind end Goldberry is weliting,” ie
his refrein), nevertheless {8 fundsmentslly benevolent to
those who do cross his peth, like the neturc of the paradigal
atate of which he {s & survival. The two dresms sve differ-
ent in their focus, Pippin'e losking beckward and Mgrry's
forwerd. Pippin vecslla thair plight when they had been
ssized by the ancient, evil Willow, from vhich Bombadil had
rescued them. And the cereful resder will zecsll Mervy's
dreen @ few chapters later, whem it is repeated while ke
lays on the ground in # fsint, overcome by the evil influ-
ence of e Ringwrﬁithozg

Another effect of the medieval intevliace was Lo ghow
purpose and pattern behind the flux of wvente, and this
Tolkien hes emphssized by & wotif of Chance, or Fate, or
{perhaps) Providence, thresded through thas work. Gandelf
says crypticslly that Bilbe vas mesnt te find the Ring, and_
not by ite Maker; and that Frodo algo was mesnt to have 1,30
Gildor snd 2 compsny of Elves frighten swsy 2 Black Rider
who is close on the trsil cf the hobbits; and Gildou zays
there msy be more than chsance in their meeting‘?“R Tom Bombsdil
wes rveturning home from en errsnd of hiis own when he came
upon the hobbits caught by 0ld Men Willow; "Jugt chance
brought me then,” he sava, "if chsnce you call ig,"32 e
various leaders of Men, Elves and Dwarves who participate
in the Council of Elrond all csme to Rivendell for their
own reasons, end were not summoned by Elrond Half-Elven;
yet he tells them that they have been called to find coun-
sel for the peril of the world.”® Frodo comes to realize
that, possesging the Ring a8 Bilbo’s heir, and being a
simple hobbit without the power to mwke full use of the One




Ring end g2z lszss eagily feupted and eorrupted by £t 'than
any ofF the Wise sud che Grese (Gundelf, Geledriel, gnd
Faremir &1l refuse it for +hig reasony, he has heen A5-
pointed to sesume the Guest ca dezstray the Ring; but why
or by whom 2ppointed he canpor Ray. Gendalf notes that
by having Merry and Pippis brought to the asves of Fangorn
Foresv, where thev would paot othervise haye gone, Sarvesn
fxonically prepared for his owe dowufa}l, o The feelivs
of Gendali end Frodo thet Colium's fate iy bound up with
thet of the Ring is borne ot by the perplexing ending of
the Quest. This {5 aot sirict determinism, for BVETYGDE
@cts freely end has good redsen for his actiong; bux ihe
pattern is there, gud the faterlace form is the litevary!
image of it, - ' ' i

Coherence smong « teening vavistv of latervesving ' u-
8tories; the events of sn imagined world guining ¢ 1ife-
like depth end solidity by their murusl incevaction; the
pleasure of recurring themes or motifa; the sppearacce of
8 psttern behind the flux of events--ane other thing Tol-
kien gsined by using the interlacs: the effect of whet
might be called opengndednesys, wheve it secwms that rhe
stoxy really has sn existence outside the confines of
the book, so that the resder hss the ilmpression that the
Author might have begun eariier or ended later, if he
cnose. Since Tolkien's romsnce ig a section only ‘however
large) of a vast wythology evolved for his own sstisfaction,
it is such an effect ther Le wanta. Throughout ha work
there are references to the earlier history of Middle-earth,
about which we lesrn mere in the sppendices; and the curious
reader can alsc fird in the appendices 8 good deal of infor-
mation about what happened to the privcipal chsrecters after
the point where the romance ends; while thers are alse num-
2rous recellections of persont and evercs in the earlier
book, ‘ihe Hobbit. This effect of openendedness has heen
well described in the conversdtion of Sem and Frodo, rest-
ing on the Stairs of Cirich Ungol aw they cwoss the moun-
teine into Mordor:

'Beren now, he never thought he was going to get
that Silmeril from the Iron Crown in Thangorodrim,
and yet he did, and that was g worse place and »
blacker denger then ours. But that's s long tale,
of course, snd goes on pest the happiness and into
grief end beyond it--and the Siimaril went on and




ceme te Fsrendil. And why, eix, I never thought
of thet pefors. We've got--you've got some of the
light of it ia thet ster-glsss thet the Lady gave
you: Why, to think of it, we're in the ssme tsle
atili! Don't the great tales never end?’
'No, they never end ac tales,' said Frodqg. "But
the people in them come, and go when their part's
ended. Qur part will end lster--or sooner, '35

Resl lifa 12 going on indefinitely; and, 22 in e Lord of
the Ringe, thexa is no single protagonizt but s great many
individusl ztorise that crossz gone another., 4 wark of lige
erature is different from sctusl living end oust end soma-
where; but 21l fiwality is arbitrary end 21l resolution,
artificial.
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sppendix &  The Froblew of Fowew

constitute ong af the weicy henes ol 10700 ! the Dipgs.
gince I refer zo the Rulimg %iog in en Actanelie Wiy e
being sbeclutely poweziul end shaolutely eoyoupey {0 vae
rually so, given the coaditivas sreveient fr rhe THiLA
Age:; but the Ring does ant heve powsT Cvel 0% pompedil,
gurvival of the Fivst Age, and fur.ng the tecend L2 1t
could be wrested From Seuvon in wor), !

raised whether Yolkilen, thev, represents pover 2% Lol ny
evil. I <o not think he cveats Lt 20 aimply. He gocophe
neither the cynicel nouion (hut might awlkes right nov i
nsive notion that right maites wight. Power 1s wo Tegpecter
of ethicai distincticns and =gy be wielded by soed sad bad
slike. But it i8 poszible wither o use ox to sbune 1T
end I think Tolkien thinks it iz rsther cegier to shuse

it, that, indeed, it Invites chuge. Becsuae of thiz ten-
dency, #bsclute power is fabezangly undeaigable: it wannol
be hernessed to good purposes for very loog.

N

The temptetiene, efiecte, and eapaziuelios ol DIwET
5

g gussiylon L

Power is not e prerogetive of the evil only: hat oaly
the evil pursue it svidly, for only they desire it fox its
own sake, Belng powerful snough ©n intevfers in the Lives
of others presents opportunities hoth to help ansd to hszam.
GCiven the fallibility of huwwan nature, it Lz zasler to havym.
The good, therefore, sccepl powey with ceution 20dé a keen
sense of moral respansibility, knowing that even the best-
{intentioned may act wrongly by mistake., fesring the arro-
gance that long exercise of power way induce. The evil,

w

however, are only interested in domingting others.

£, or not entcirely so {fov

Power is mot evil :in 1
it if they are to protect what
e
e

the good, like Gandalf, peed
)

E

is good from vigercus evil t it dogs have certain cor-.
ruptive tendencies, &s the careexd of Sarumsn &nd Denethor
illustrate, esch in a different way. The wizsrds were SWOIT
not to dominate sny pecpls by force or feer, but Mr., Jawes
Robingon hss shown us how Saruman ceme to feel that creaftures
less wise and powerful than he should weit on his decisione,
thet he could order peoples' lives much better than they
could themselves. And hiz lust for domingtiou lured him

at first to evil actiomg with an ultimste good in view, and
finally to evil simpliciterx. The case of the Steward of
Condor is different: Denethor remains well-iutentioned in



spite of his errogence.  But together pride #md pminz, end

pride in power, unbalence him. For his degp-geaated pride

in the strangth end grandsur of hia countty lesds him,

» contemplating Goudor's approasking ruin by the greater

o power of Sauron, snd faced with a clpimant from umong his
own sllies to the long-vacant threne of Gondoxr, into despsir

: snd insanity; and in A scene of teemendons tragzic intenmity
he comnits guicide, The cateers of Coudalf end of Acsgorn
Tepresent what Serumsn and Denethor, respectively, should
have been.

Thiz i3 a3 much & metter fov philescophy a2 for lie-
&rary criticlsm. And it is unlikely thetr Tolkien had a
clesr formulation of his views on preer in his adnd dure
ing composition, snd wrote in order to express thiz. The
“mesning' is whet the intelligent veader cowes to understand
in contemplating the everts described. Suffice it to =zay
that Tolkien is asuspicious of power (the more so the grester
1t is), but that he sccepts the necegsity of ¢t luast some
power, and showa power in sil the morsl ambiguity thet atge
tends it in real life.

. Appendix B: The White snd the Black “
_ One of the begic imsge patterns in Lord of the Rings

. concerns the distinction between iight and davkness, white
v and bleck, with & corresponding distinction between good

and evil. The evil Ssuren is the Dsrk Lord in his datk "
tower; tha deviousness of Sarumen is lwsged in the spectrum-
hpe of his vobe which only scems to he s straighcforward
white; Gendalf is the imsge of fire and light {(he cslls
hiuself the servant of the Secret Fire; he is the gusvrdian
of the Elven Ring of Five; he preperes firewovke in the
Shire, scorches Westhertop with lightning, provides fire
on Csradhras with the remsrk that the sction platnly in-
dicates to sny observer who it is that ig there, and so
forth); the Black Riders znd other evil crestures are
stronger by night, etc. The encountere of Gandalf with the
Belrog and of Frodo and Sam with Shelob are mgjor sezments
of the sction which demonstrate this conflict in terms of
2 personsl struzgle as well as lmagistically; but the pattern
recelves its clearest statrement in Frodo's fivst vision of
the Golden Wood of Lothlérien (I, 4532-454):
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Frodo looked end sew, oicll &t zowe distiace, a

hill of meoy mighty ftressg, or 2 city of g
tawers: which 1t was ho could wot feli.
iz, it geemed to him thst the power srd 1
cswe that held sll :he land ipn sway. He
auddenly to £ly Liks 8 hird to ress 10 th
city. Thez he lcokad eastward and esw al
land of lorlen ruaniug down to the pale g
of Anduin, the Grest River. Hs Lifted 13
soross the river snd a2ll the llghi weni &
he was beck agsln im the worid he =new,
the river the land appesved flat aud empn

rean
{ar of
ignt
Tongad
e yreen
1 ghe
lsan

& Pyes
wai, and

Beyomd

v, foute

less and vsgue, vaiil Ffar swayv 1t ross azain lLike @
o 11 - ' s
wall, dark and dresz. The sun that lay ou Loth«

lorien h#d no posrer %o enlighten the shad
that disrent height.

a9 oF

"Thers lies thse Ffestness of Svuthern Mirkwood,’

said Heléir... In this high place vou may

the two powers rhat are oppesed sue to an

and ever they atrive now in thaught, but

the light perceives the wvery heart of the

neas, ite swn secret hes not been discove
w 1

ye.

These images can be {aad have been} interpre
the puint of view of their Christisn theoclogical
rions. PRut they ave ancient sud universsi: e.g.,
of Ahura Mazde snd Ahvimen. Noy is this stvsange,
wsn's ancestors everywhesre neturslly found night

death and desnger, and day s time of comparative safety.

aee
Hther;
wheress

gk~

red,  lict

ted from

dggacia-
the myth
since

g time of

The light, where one can ssze what is bsppening, nsiwrelly

is syvobolically "better” than the darkness, which
knoumn. Neither ig theilr uwee simolistic. Tirve,

L8 un-
for ox-

ampie, since it has beth beneficial and destructive prop-
erties, is an ambivalent imege; Gandalf if associated with
fire: bat so is the Belreg. €. S, lewis Jong ego peinted

out te us that Tolkien's characters pre not like
whose moves nre confined to squaves of ome color.

chese bishops
It is true

that Tolkien does strip the universsl conilict between good
and evil to its simplest terams (ateries of the romsnce genre

typically stress sctions vather than motivations)

but this

schieves a very effective starkuess of presentation; and even
so the moral complexity of his charzcters (usually suggested,

vather than stated, by many deft touches, in the

menpner of
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. an Icelandlc sags) ie overlocked euzpilsingly siten.

Also, overlylng the asrrative is the lusge of ¢ zhadow.
Ye beglin in the idyllic Shire, st the edge of the Shadow,
end progress through blacker end blecker dangers to the
ultimete pecil of Mordor, whilch lies undsy sn sciual ghe-
dow. The overthrow of Ssvron 18 feorged tn the 1lfting of
the shadow. This pattern Lls veflected stylisticsily, move-
over, as the homely middle-cises British speech of the hob-
bits is gradually replsced by a more haroic sgs sort of
diction. Even the title of the firat chspler, "4 Long-
Expected Party,” recslls the title of Chepter Cne of The
Hobbit, "An Unexpected Party,” suggesting both relation
gnd difference; and this we find ss the falvy tele opening
of "Bilbo Beggine wsa eleventy~one yesrs old" shsdes into
the epic finsle. It is impresaive how well gverythiung is
relsted in the grand design.
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. 5. Lewis, "Ihe mexlish Pro n
Melory, ed. J, A. W. Bsynett fOxFa"*
.' .
5ce the opening of Thratien's Erec, any edition.
jzugeqe Vinaver, Torg 2ad Meaning ;5 Medlevsl Romance
(Modern Bumanities Rezearen At Ausnﬂta i 1965), p. 7. Here-
sfter referred to sz Vinaver. oughout this peper I sa

Ladebted to the 1dess zud rmmmenth of ﬁrcfu“ﬁc; Viaavs
glesned both from his pubilalhied wri ttinge and from ndrltt-tah
tion in his medievs) geminavs; ond thaese age now S0 Wowen
into the fabric of my owa thought thet it would be gg difFi-
tult to properly acknowledge thewm individusily az to B
rate the strandz of an interlsced nsriacive,

Vaﬂ&V?t r. 3.

/

SFerdinand Lot, Ztude sur le Lz meslot en proge {Peris
1918), p. 17. a4 free tranalation may rot be unwe Lcome: %40
sirgle sdventure foruwas = wrn'e sufflicdent unto itself. On
the cne hand the voemificst tons of esvlier enisodes, left
aslde temporarily, are Ioﬂa haned ont, while on the other
hand later episodes, immediste oy T@mﬁtn aze begun. 1t is
& aystematine entargle&eﬂ Exenples of (his procedure of
Anteriscing ave plentiful. They exe so vumerous that Anyone
wighing to liet them would tell rhe gtor, of the Lancelot
from one end to the other™

S5ee Lot, op. clt., p. 2%,

7Ihe Worke of Sir Thomas Mzalory, ed. uhéne Vinaver
Oxfarﬁ 1947y, p. 1 of Preface in Vol. I (of three volumes ).
Hereafter raferzpd to as Works. 4 new edition of this has
appeared (1967) since the wr writing of this paper.

2]
“Vinaver, pp. 12-13.

ugpne Vinaver, "Morgue ls fee et le prinuipe de,
1! entrelacement ™ ﬂullpt1n Bibliographigue de 1s Socicte
ivternationele Arthurienne e 18 (Paris, ;Gﬁb) p. 168.

10g, s. Lewis, "Edmund Spenger, 1552-9¢" in his Studies
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in Medievel snd Reusiszance Licexuture (Cawbridge, 1463),
p. 135, :

e s e

mkbr&w, p. Mv. | . ; = 0w

‘Nt

12V1nﬁvsr; p. 13.

Ban obgervation made Lo an (mford sudisnee, o one of
vhom, Profesaor Vinevar, 1 ew indebted for thig aadvledge.

&“Ebe fiomegoming of Beorhinabh Beorhthein's Son," Zasevs
and Studigs of tue Duzlisk sesgciezion, N. 5. vol. § (19537,
pp. 1-18. Reprinted im J. R, R, Tolkien, The Tolkien Lgeder
(Bsllentine, 1965), pp. 3-24.

weley Review vol. 2v, Mo.'s (Decenber, 1945}, pp. 265-266

16w11119m Blissett, "Despots of the Ringe," Scuth Arleptic
Quarterly Vol. 58 (Suamer, 1959), p. 449,

17George H. Thouson, "The Lord of the Ringzg: The Novel as
Trsditional Romsnce," Wiscensin Studies in Contemporary Lit-
grsture Vol. 8, No. 1 (Winter, 1967), p. 49. Thia excellient
article firmt suggested the spprpach of thig paper to me,

Beonault W. H. Audeﬁ,‘"The Quest Hero," Taxus Custterly
Vol. LV, No. 4 (Winter, 1961), p. 87. The statdstica cap be
worked out by consulting the scsles of Tolkien's waps,

3 thomaon, op. ctt., p. 49.

20
In much of this discussion, peérticularly in droad out-
line, I sw indebted te C. S, Lewie, "The Dethronement of Power,'
Time and Tide Vol. 36 (22 October 1955), pp. 1373-1374.

213. R. %, ?“?kipn, Ihe Loxrd of the Einge (Ballantine, 1965},
In three volumer. Vol. I: Theg Fellowship of the Ring. Vol,
II: The Iwo Towers. Vol. ITI: Jke Return of the King. This
edition hss been uded chiefly because it contsing Lhe #uy-
thor's additions and revisions, but pertly, also, for the
cofnvenlence of meking references to the edition that has
(probably) the widest circulgtion. (The revised version
has now been published (1967) in hendsome hardbound voluwmes
by Houghton Mifflin, but this edition had not sppesred in
time for me to make use of it in this pé&per, anyway). Ci-
tations will be given by volume and pege, ae heve: II, 86.
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2831 o4, L

by 477, Lypry, 208,

267, R. R. To‘kieln, The febbit (ssliantine, 1865),
270, 273.

2Tvey, 282. 28y y77-198.

2%y 235-238. 30y ay

311, 124. Py, 15

337, as. Mgy, 128
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THE PICKIC

& Perody of Tsikizn by Beuletie Carvoll

after an hour or 8o, the Seabany caus e @ soall hill
callsd Nemisdrese in thz Blien Lovgue, rnd Doldrir i the
dwarf longusge of Dane, that is, “emgll hill." Tuere, Gendalf
paused. ''We must stop now,” he said, "for our feet axe waery
and meny miles lle atill ahesd of we. Wio knows if we gshail
sver §ind # better spot in this deeery land?"

At these words, & shudder pas2ed through ihe Cowpany.
tipdy about time wa halted, fsn't it, my led," seid Ean, un-
losding Bill the pony. The poor besst Lovked «t him es if it
underetood, &8 Ssa lifted the picnic basketr from it8 back.
Cendalf quickly exsmined the sontsnts, a8 the hobbiis eogeriy
gatchad him, not daxing t¢ WOVE. Yo seemed Zevply abaorbed in
nis ghoughts, and & dreaty silance fell on the Compeny. Finelly,
the wigard spoke. '"The hour is grave " he 83id in & low volce.
Yihiz ie auch worse thsn smything 1 foresaw. The plekles &re
missing." "I didn’t forget them, not me, $ir," sald Sém defen-
gively, "I thought of them g1} day long, and I wouldn't lesve
without pickles any more than without sy mester, bless me. 4
put them in the basket, didn‘t I, Biil, ay 1edl” The peos bosat
nodded, aa if it underatosd. So did Cendslf. "Ozea teolt them
perhsps," sald Pippin., "I've siweys haard that they were fond
of them."

Silence fell upan the Company. Even Bill seemed to avoid
making o noise, as 1f he understood. The grest shadow of the
besket lengthened, snd nobody dared touch anything. Streining
his ears, Frodo thought he could hesr Bhe mournful growling of
hia stomsch getting louder snd louder.... Thea Gandalf vose.
whis is & wicked picnic indeed," he esid, "since the pickles
gseem to be lost beyond any hope of vecevery. But let us not
despair. The onion rings axre atill here, snd the Dasrk Loxd shall '
not get them whila we are 2iive. Let ue est.”

4nd 8o they s&t for hours, partaking of Fodd, and the first
bologne ceme LO pass, sand after it came many others. But seill
there was no sign of the pickles, or of what might have become of
them. Nevertheless, thelw mood beceme gayer and gsyer, and they
saung old songs and told meny a story, sll at rhe same time and in
different lengusges, ncne of which were still uveed et the time.
Bill nodded, as if he understood,
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AN AMRUTLTER BIGRLIOGRALHY oF Toias BN OCRITICISH
Tompilad by Bichard Hegt

POREWORD

I have bzen enggrad 10 thig project; off and onm, for some
three yesars., It bagar &5 « ist, compiled for wy v inforeation,
of criticsl articlas a-d buows on the writiogs of Ciive Stagles
lawie, Jobn Roamld Ruuul Tuliclen, and Char ies Williama, hut ag ey
rasearches showed how nauch had been written sbout thesa men it
became apparent that 2 th noaded e bibliogrephy to hizself, Whethey
©y notes on Lewis snd §114gms ceriticism will aver Ba ot genived
and prioted I cannct ua, a8 this wil! depend on ay lzigurs and
wy oppoxtunities, but £l rae &Ya’ good rexoons for Presenting my
Tolkivian research a¢ this time, The most obvicug ie that the
bulletin of the Wiscensin Tolkien Socciety provides an excellent
vehicle for fts publicatiin, aad it 16 4 relie? fo- such & Jong
labor to come to some sor: of fruition. But the waiu vaason is
that the literasture om Yoll'ien heaa bagua to Pour out in sn ever
Increseing voluma, and rhe tagk of compiling & bibliography will
7ery eoon become too much f.r Snyoue except a team of specialiata.
“robably & good number of Liems have sscaped iy attention, bur
by printing what I have ROW 43 can establish a basic ot of
Tolkien criticism which will 8erve as 2n aid to the reader who
waals to know what the ericice have caid about Toikien's works,
and 4180 88 & core to which ony critiques thut I basve missed o
that appsax subseguent to the publication of rhis bibliography
can be sdded. Hence 7 not only invire bur urge ceaders to supply
additions and corrections to thig bibliography, to increage its
usefuiness a3 a tool,

Merzover, Partly bacauss I think a mere List of articlee &
litcle dull, partly because I thipk 1t acre nelpful for anyons
doing rasearch in Tolkien, and partly for my owm ediifcstion, I
have briefly annotated the criedeul articlas T have found. ¥or
the most part I have limited myself to a terse description of what
apresars in an article ¢sn that the student w2y form an {des of
whether or not ig lkely to he of help to him in hig particular
line of Investigatior), hut there 2re tices when my swn estimaticon
of the value of an srticle creapa in surreptitiocusly. 7T have
nowhere tried to rebutr the arguments of any of the crilitice, however
That 1s not a bibliographer's Job. Though 7 dleazree with aach
that has been written on Telkien (at this €arly astage it iz not
surprising that much of it is worchleseY, the place for setting
forth my own views i1s not here, where my task is to rell vou what
things you will find iy &ny particular article, bot in some article
of my own or im a discuseion.




One of the main reesons [ heve Leen 2t this work
the time-censuming precess of locating #1l the articizs: and
am soryy to say ths! there sre #411% 8 few vhich I ia v
been able to raad., But thev: are were thon 2 hundred icems |
and you will €iud swnotstiong for nedarly eveyy one, &o that t
work seems cowplete eavugh to bhe privited vipn soue nrefulress
I have tried to be thorough. 1 hsve not, however, mide any
attenpt to he rigldly melectiwa, bud ave lnk}U“Ph EVESvEN IDE
I couid find, virtuslly: zven items suchk as F3 which are
iittlie eritical value but heve goue Tﬂ1¥~p .8r interest.
os jor sources of informsiior beve been thase of the gena
bibliogrephies that I could lsy hands con: Aopuel Biblios }1
of English Lenguege and Litevature, Fook rv"(cJ Ind®x, twlic
Periodicsl Index, Education J Ind 3K, Q*avv qigg 52_Perlodlcm;
Literatuee, Sacisl Sciences sund dumaniflna ]rdew (formerly the
Internufional Iadex), the snnugl PHLA b1b110yzsﬁhy, I have pe-
ruged these works from ths 10205 rhraupu 1967 {or st leset through
196%), aud very helpful they have buen, Many items were kindly
brought to ay stéention by friends, and nzturslily I come acroas
some thinge in my own reading,
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And, of course, more continues to be written. Prof. Bruce

Beatie of the University of Celorade {cf. B13} intends, circum- )

stances permitting, te do & lingulstic analysis of Tolkien's

style to show how it 18 mede sppropriars tn eech chsrvacter.

British Prof. J. 8. Ryen (ze¢e 291) I8 reportediy 2t work cu 3

study of the srchetypes in Telkizo. Frof kose Zimbardo of the

City College of New York and Prof. Weil Issecs of the University

of Teonessee are editing s velume of srticles on Tolkisn and The

Lord of the Rings. A #onference on C. 3. Lewis ond Tolkien at

the snnual meeting of the Moders Langusge Associstion in Deceaber,
1966 hes given rise to @ projected volume of esseys on "The Fiction
ef C. 8. Lewls, J. K. R. Tolkien, ard Charles Williams" under the

editorship of “*of Mack R, HI Llﬂqaw, and in answer to iy guery the v

Southern Illinols University Press was good saough zo doform wme thst
they expect this to be publishedleither in the fall of 1969 or the

spring of 1970. Nc doubt we can hope for other works, too.

One final comuent on the motexial covezred here: Y have not |
tried to list all the materisl on Tolkien that appeared in the
various science fiction "fanzines" ([an magazines), since these .
zmateur publications are myrisd, znd utterly lacking as far as
bibliographies of their contents &xe concerned. and I couldn't |
posaibly track them 211 down. I Tave made one exceptiou in the
coge of R, since this esssy by Mariod Z. Bradlwy is too good
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¢n overlook, and hopefully it vLli be wede wveilable o ¢ widev
sudience 1in the Zimbabdo und lenses auvhioiogy.  But to give the
fanzines theivr dus, 1t esy he Ealpfnl Lf T 11e¢ thore of Yolkin-
isn interest. Thg Tolkien Jouraal, founded by Richerd D, Plots
and now edited by Edwund teekys (Belinup College, Ceénter Harbor,
Rew Rampshire 03226}, 'S& the ovgen sf the Tollkien Soeizty of
dmerice, shick slsc pablishes s hewsletter called Ihe'Green Dra-
gen. This s oor, sirictly specking, a "seisnce #letCion fongline ©
but, theugh it hep Featured srticles by peeple cuch oes W, #H.

Auden and Clyde 5. Kilby, is se1ll basicelily she teme sors: of
amtteur effort. Puimook, +8ited by Grep Show (80T 5 Medllister,
San Francisco, Cslifornie ©a1id), hee ¢ perfiict visle fotr & fan~ .
zine davoted to Tolbfen . s0d s especiaily swsthehile iE yeu
share the editof's liegulesic aud wuetesl lotevssts, I falanrie,
2dited by Bruce Pelsz (Box 100, 308 Hestsoud Plage, Lbe dngeles,
Celifornis 34301), speeializes’ 1v vore outve srileles e, g8
history of Middle Esrih ‘frca Sawton’s polut oF wiew). Xiewusz,
edited by Rdmond Meshys snd ®eliée Rolfe {1360 fwerson, Pelo -«

alto, Celifornis 94301), 1s a feukine rhut Festwres such Tolkinian |
mzterial in every fasve, inclading @ glosenry of ®iddle Earth
terms now in progrese. These sre 21l published on leraguisy
gchedules and sve only svalisble from fheir respactive editors.
T 0§ LT S W f 4 P

Somerhing must be nsid bhout rhe férest of this dibliography. -
¥ thought it wise to provide & checklist of Tolkiett’z oW writings,
ond Section A fulfills this purpese. 1 havs wy doubtz as to how
complete this is, but since Tolkien iz reputedly 3 perfectionist
who has uot published wvewxy mmch, it may well be cowplbte. I have
not tried to list sl printinge of his individual werks. Section n
ls the main pert. Here every articl? ovn Tolkien T could Find is
listed slphebeticslly by suthor (or by title 4£'no suthor wes iden~-
tified) and briefly eunststed; 4F & wan hes wreitten more than one
article these ere arvringed chronolagically usder his newme. T have
merked with an asterisk (*) those asrticles I conaider particularly
vajuable or that ocught to be resd for cowe reeBon; bat iv chouls
go without saving thet this does no mesn that 1 dgree with eavery-
thing said in auch critiquea, nor that any itzm not #o mavked nege
essariiy 18 not worth resding. Section ¢ Idlsea reviews ot individ-
usl books by Tolkien; und, since &ny svticles thet were both snon~
ymous &nd untitled were Ipveriebly in this category, it 2lso sevrves
to liet a few ftewms, with sceompanying glosses, thet could not be
got into Section B. Sectlon D is 2u Tndex of sil titles of the
articies cited witn veference back to Section B, so that iteus con
be lecsted in this way. Please note that the numbers gezigned to
individual srticles have nothing fixed or sacred sbout thew, but
werve only ss tegs for convenience of reference.




Biblicgraphies are alwsvs incomplete, Bocavze somehow or
other therc sre ususlly obacure ltems that get overlooked; and
bibliographles are always quickly outdated, becrupe peovle go
en biithely writing booke znd articlen which appear too late
to be included. This one 1z ro exception, 2vd no doubt I shell
hesr f£rom people who know it iz diff cult, but even sc they
wonder how Mr, West could possibly hive misscd such snd such.
1 heve been ss thorough and zs caveinl es T kuow how, and I
can onlv s&y thet sny omissions were inadvertently mads, end,
foilowing F. W. fateson in similer ¢lrcumstences, that they
will 811l be penitently crrzected In eny szeond editton.

G aCly W

%ehruery, 166%

List of Abbreviations

ATE Adventures of Towm Bombadil

A&I “rhe Lay of Aotrou snd Ttroun®

CE. Compayre

CSL C. §. Lewis

CW Cherles Willisme

FGH Farmex Giles cof Hem

FR Fellowship nf the Ring

GGK Sir Gawsin aad the Gresn Knight

H The Hobbit

HB "he Heomecoming of Becrhtnoth Beorhthelm's Son"

IRRT  J. R. R. Tolkien
LOTR Lord of the Rings

oFs "On Fedry-Stories"

RK Return cf the King
5WM Smith of Wootton Msjor
T&L Tree and Leaf

TT Two Towers

it
LA
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SECTION A: BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TOLEIEN'S WRITINGS
The arvengewent of titles is chrénologicatl. "1 have '
provided brief deacriptive snnotatious for those works which
sre probebly not widely ksown, on the chance that thoee who
are not femilisy with ‘them might £ind this helpful. 1n thée
cane of the »mjor works, ¢f course, such comment would be
superfluous, ' o

- LA

Ll y "

AL 4 Middle Emgliak Yocabulerv. Oxford: Clarendon Presgs,
1622, Thia vas meant to be used with Fourteernth Cen-
tury Vevse snd Frose, ed. Kenneth Sieam (oxford: Claren-
dor Press, 1921}, snd eppears ag the Gloseury in later
sditions of this snthology of medieval texts.

AZ Sir Gawuin snd the G #night. Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1625, 1660. Witk E. V. Gordon a8 co~editor. Now re-
printed with revision by Norman Davis (Oxford, i967),
this is still the standard edition of this 14th ceatuxy
English zomsace. :

A3 v snerene Winge yod Helf Maidhed." ‘Esseys snd Studles of
the Epgiish sueociation, Vol. XIWw14 (1929), pp. 104
126. Pailologicsl eeaay oa two medievael religiouns worka.

aly "gigelwars iend.”" Split into two perte. Pert I in Mediuvm
agvum, Yol. T, No. 3 (Decenber, 1932), pp. 183-196. Part
17 in Medium gevum, Vol. ITI, Wo. 2 (June, 1934), pp. 95-
111. Oid English philological study.

AS “ghaucer o Philologlst: The Reeve's Tale." Tramsacticas
of the Philclegical Soclsiy, (1234), pp. 1-70. Reszd st
» mecting of the Society in Oxford on Setérday, 16 May,
19491, Discusses Chaucer’e conacticus use of = northern
dtalect of Middle English in ove of his tsles, with ox-
suples. .

AG "peswulf: The Monaters end the Critica.” FProceedings of
the British Acedemy, Vol. WKIi44€2 (1936), pp. 245-295.
The Sir larael Gollancz Memcrisl Lecture, November 25, 1936,
Reprinted (and wmost essily eccessitle) in An Anthology of
peowulf Criticism, ed. Lewis F. Wicholson (Notre Dame: Uni-
versity of Notre Deme Press, 1963), pp. 51-103. A valuable
snd influential study ¢£inding a eymbolic unity in the poem,
enpressed in the risz of the young Becwuli snd the fall of
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the eld king. For Gﬁpn iy wiews, e2e edpecisily,

T. M. Gavg, "dpprosches 1o Deswulf," Review of faplish
rudiea, Mew Series Voi. 7 ’E?Jv, pp. 1-13; ;vd

J. C.. Van Meurs, "Becwntll smd Litevary Oxivicise,

Neoshilalogus, Vol. TWNI:5% (1355, pp. 116-17%0,

the Hebbit: or Thers und Hack 831 Tondon: . &llen
A SEE ; gein.

zngd Unwin, 1937, J8R:: Soe en: Houghton Mifflin Co.,
1928, 1538; New York: Bsliznrine, 1064, i

"Leaf by Wiggle.® public Zeview, Jol. CUXVI=216
{Janusery, 1945}, pp. Ab=& inted in Aif, Al9.

"The Lay of Aotrou end Itxoun.” Welsh Rpview. Vol. IV,
Mo. & (December, 1945), pv. 254-28A: 4 mcdern Paglish
poen in the manner of & Breton lay. This long narrative
peen about love and the supexnatursl is guite s good one,
but it has never been reprinted gnywhare, to my knowledge,
and 1s regrettebly little known. ¥or criticism ses 1B&2.

"On Fni;y Stories. Esssvs Presented vo Choxles Williems,
ed. C. 8. Lewis. Yecndon: Onford University Press, 1947,
pp. 38-89; Grand Rspids, thohigen: Willism B, Rerdmans
Publisghing Company, 1565, wvp. 38-83. The essay wes re-
printed with revisiona in A1B, end the revised csssy re-
printed 1o AL?, .

Farmer Giles of Ham. ILondon: §, Allen gad Umwin, 1949
Boston: Houghtbn MLfflin, 1950. Reprianted in AL2.

"Frefece' to Beowulf and the Finnesburg f8ﬁ§8ﬁt’ A Transg-
lation into Modern Eﬁﬁiink Drsae by John K. Clark Bs1i.

Tondon: G. 4llen snd Unwin, 1450‘ po. ix=xiiii. Dezls
with the Anglo-Saxon ailizerﬁtiwe wetet (§lsc used oy
Tolkien for many of hils own poeus).

"The Hometoming of Beorhhoth Beorhthelm's Son.’ Essavs

and Studies of the English Associstion, New Yeriez Vol.
6 (1953), pp. 1-18. Reprinted in A19,

The Fi#llowship of the Rimg; being the first part of the
Lord of the Rings. london: G. Allen and Unwin, 1954; Bos-

ton: Houghton Mifflin Compeny, 19557 (undated), 1967 (2nd
edition); New York: Ace, 1965; New York: Ballentine, 1965
(the reviged edition).

The Two ﬁOWErs; being the second pert eof The Lord of the
Rigge. London: G. Allen and Unwin, 1935; Boston:; Houghten
Mifflin Cowpany, 1955, 19267 (2nd edition); New York: Ace,
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1985; New York: ﬂ%ki&ntiggi 1863 (revised edition).

The ‘Return'of the King; belig the thivd pare of The
Lord of ctae Eing3. Lowdon: G. Allen & Umain, 1955:
Boston: 'Houghion MLEFlinm Compeny, 1956 1967 (2nd
edition}; New York: Ace " 1965; New York: Ballantine.

1965 (revised edition).

Ihe Englich Text of the Avtrine Riwle. With un’intre-
Guction by N. %, Kar. Early Fuplish Texe Sveiecy,
Origine]l Series No. 249. . Londoa: Qxford Univergity
Press, 1962. zdteion of the medievel Bule for fn-
choreeses, ' | « ¢

Jhe Adventures of Xom Boubtdil. London: ©. alten and
Unwin, 1962; Boston: Bovghton MIfflin, 1942, Reprinted

in A19. _

"English and Welsh." - The introductory lecrure (pp. 1-431)
¢f Angles and Britona, The O'Donnell Lectures, Vol, I,
Cardiff: Univereity of Walea Press, 1963, Mystic, Conmec-
tleut: Veryy, Lawrence, Tac., 1963. The e883y contsing

8 bit of sutobiographtical reminiscence » 80d & brief but
interesting footnote on the relation of JRET'g linguistic
Intereats to hig inveated languages. ‘

Iree and Leaf. TIonédon: G. Lllen end dawin, 1964; Bosten:
HoughtBn Mifflin, 1965. Rerrints A8 snd a revised version
of All; the whole work is ‘tsprinted in 419,

The Tolkien Reader, New York: Bellentine, 1966. Collectsy
into one volume Al3, 418, ALl, end Al6, with B12 as
introductiocn, -

"Tolkien on Tolkien," Diplomst, Volu 18, No. 127 (Cctober,
1968), p. 35, Valusble cemmant by Telkien on his woerk,
Possibly a reprint of the statement written by JRRT for

"hia publighers and quoted from by Wilsonlin B9G. See B28.

The Road Goes Ever On: & Sonz Cycle (Boston: Houghton Miff-
lin, 1967). Poens by JRRT with music by Donslg Swenn. Par-
ticularly interceting is Tolkien's discussion of Elvic, with
literal Englien trénsletionsy and some new comments on Mid-

Poems aad Songs of Middle Eerth. Cseduwon Records #TC1231.,
Issued 6t the same time 88 A?1, this features Williem El-
vin singieg the poens to the Swann music on one side, and
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on the other JHRT r2.4d8 his own pastvd.  Scwme veflect
ou the poetry by suden sre privied on the back of the
jeacke; sv {llusvcziion By Feuline Bsyne

§3£ b of HWootton HMajur. Bueston: Houghto P Miffiin, 1867.
Aimo published in Belbeok Tol, 130, W ? {De

3
1967y, pp. SB-5L, 10L, 103-1 0? {also zeze

o p. 6 discussing the isgue’s contents). The hard-
bound volume ig illuets

gzine version by Milion Glaser. This }ﬂtmlng sLany
exinted in menuacripr for memy yerrs befere JURT was
povaveded to publish

m r

[

[

JRRT has veputedly £4n7ﬂh@ﬁ s trangletion of GGK wud
The Peaxl {twe Middl + Bngiish poome GftPﬂ rhought to
be the work of zhe 22me author}), o this should be
pubiished in the neav fuiove.

Foreword by Tolklen ro daigh, Dialect of Kuddersfisid

e e it

\

>

i

ted hv Pauline Tayneg, the mog-

1

District. Tueve Is @ volevznce to 1t in The gcatiy ed.

#. ¥. Sordom (Oxford, 1953, p. G4, snd s the tuck

probably appesved beiove Prof. Cordon's desth in 1328,
dbut I have been unable to ioscate it or flnd mere infor-

estion on it.

2Tl

-~
(4]

&
s iz 2n rthe frent.
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SECTLu B, CRILICAL ARTICLES ON TOLRIEN
MAck books Teaches ggreement with Tolkien," Publisher s
weekly, vol. 1B {(March 14, 1966), pp. 17-38. Cf the
tepiv by Revner (hain, dbid., vol. 189 (Mey 9, 1864), )
p. 31:, VIt is wotswerthy ther fhe net rew:lc of this af-
Fatr has hee Lo Sistrsct an surhov of genias for six months
from #11 crestioe wovk.” . But.fen &1l pay JERT $5000 io
baclk wvoyeliles.

Adame, Clere., Peview of FGR, Librery JYsural, Vabl. 75,

No. 71 ‘peceuber 1, 1952), p. 20Hn,  Eriel parssreph.

In "tnic lictly rale of ehivaliic dava...the outher's scholers
&hip 18 evident--zlbolt unebtrusive-scad hic sicovytelling
gently nhomorous, " :

Mother Anchony, Peview of T&L.. Besr “eficra, Vabks 24

(Mereh 15, 1605% p, 4EB.

Auden, W. H. "The Pero Is a Hobbit," Mew Vorx Tiwmes Hook

Review {Ncraber 31, 1934), p. 3F.. Roviga vt B3, praisiey
It &5 & vericus, exciting, snd rzalleorde fuot lirerslietic)
Quest edveriure, “cinlalscent of the Itecandic srger.’

i

- A World, Imeginary, but Resl,” Fncounter, Vol.
111 {Koveoher, 1854), pp. 59-062. Review of FE LhUUBSEH
JRRT'a chevactrvization ("Mr. Tolkien msneges very clever-
ly to give his types an uncommon depth end solidigy by pro-
viding ezch =f them with & peet which is =more that of the
group t: whkizh ne belorngs then & persmonsl one, what Avsgern,
for fingrsnee, telka about 1s the history of the Rangers, nnt
of himself™), the iinguistic invention, aad the danger of
dvawing contemporevy historicsl parasllels,

. "at the End of the Quest, Victory," New York
Tiwes Book rpview (Janusry 22, 1956), p. 3. Review of RK.
"If, a8 I belleve, Mr. Tolkien hs9 succeeded more completely
then gov previcus writexr in this genve in using the trad-
itionsl propeviies of the Quest, the heroic journey, the
Numinous Obiect, the conflict betweeun Good and Evii while

et the seme time sstisfying our sense of historical sand
scclal reslity, it should be possible to show how he has
succeeded.” Argues that JRRT has created a vestly detailed
world which 12 dlfterent from ours but which never vigdlates
our serse or the credible, Sees the viciory of Good over
Evil #s deepered srtistically by an swareuess of (he more!
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neuCrelity of physfcsl snd mental power: Evil hss every i
sdvantsge except that {¢ ie {nferior in iveginstion, and
Ssuron c#nnot conceive that his enemies would Lry to des~
tvoy the Ring rather than use it themeelves.

_______ > “1hﬁ Quest FHero," Texas GQuarterly Val. 1v,
No. % {(Winter, 19613, pp. 81-53, Essay on the charsc-
teristics of the tldéltiﬁﬂﬂ& Queat atory, with diseus-
gion 9F LOTR ag {llustracion. Expsnde some idcse touched

on In ok, 5, 6.

i

]

" Beilsy, Anthony. "Power in the Third Age »f the Middle

Bareh,”" Comnonwesl; Vel. 64 (Mey 11, 1956}, p. 194, LOTR
review.  Feels 1t 12 "nat s grest enic, though it does
have some eplc quaiicies: s certain idaginstive etature,
congiderable creative aloquence." Bug ﬁi%Li&ﬂﬂ its ]&ck
of worsl snd psyghologlcal campiexity

Batber, Derotchy Elizebeth klaln "Tht Struature of The

lord of the Rings." Unpublished doctoral dissertstion,
Unive*sity of Michigen, 1965, Disceusses building with

words & secwndaxy uarld with the innet cons:iatency of
reality. "See Dissertstion Abstracts, Vol. EXVITs27 {1966),
p- 4704 .
s “The Hearing of The Loxd of the Ringe," Msn-
Xato (se2e B72), pp. 38-50. Argues " that JERT ”Has incor-
porated uietaphysicel Christisn quslities into the ohvsical
rature of Middle-zarth and {ato the phvsicesl and mental
quelities of its peoples” (p. 38). Sess all ohjects in the
Tolkien world as possessing intelligence and free will, sc
thet, for exemple, the Ring chooses ta bear Gollum inLo the
Flre rather than remsin with & creature it hates. - Also con-
tains fascinating speculstion sbout the world of s green sun,

NNTE (persons) opinfon): I feel Mra. Barber over-srres:zed
the Carlstisn slement {n JRRT, hut she gives pexh #% the
hest gnd wmest thorough p?esentat;on of this appro:ch.

Berr, Donsld. " hadowy World of Men snd Hobbits, New York
Tiges Book Review (May 1, 1955), p. 4. 1TT review. "It is

an extrasrdinsry work--pure excitement, unencumbe ed nervative,
morel warmth, bare-faced rejoicing iu beauty, but ewcitement
most of a1l; yet 8 serious snd serupulous Fiction nathing
cozy, ©o little visits to one's childhood the suthor hasg
had inrtimate sccess to sn epic tradition stretchirsg back and
hack and dissppesring in the miste of Gavmanic hislerv, so

thet his story hes a kind of echolng depth behind 't. where-
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: in we hesr Svosri Sturluson end Beswulf, the semgse and the
. Nibalungshiedd, -aut civillized by the gen;lmr gemivs of
mydern Moglsad.™ ! '

Bpl2 nesgle, Peter -8, “Tolkiern's Megic Ring," Belidey Vol. »,

. Yo, & (June, 1966) , pp. %28, 130, 133-134. Reprivted in
Ai%, pp. ix-xzvi. A fairly chnrming spprecistion #f JRRT's
work, e a.r o )

%

*Bl3 Bexlie, Zruce A. "Folk Tale, Fiction,end S2gs in J, R. R.
Toikitn'se The Lord of the Rings," Msrkato (ses B72), pp.
1-17. Jri-od.ciory speeth at the 1966 JBRT Syaposiunm.
Interpuyr -~ LOTR in relaviom to the chirvscteristic cowpo-
nence ~f trroivfonel epla am-described by Rhys Qeipenter.
Good ruvvey wf che differing critical opinious ebout JRRT.
s a '
Bl4 "Before ¥ing krthur” by “M. By K." Chicego 3Jundsy Teib-
wne (Novoebar 12, 19503, p. 17. Two brief paragrepha

desceibiug pioce of FGH. a w ‘ o
[ ] e T
; 815 Eiaenieks, Leintis, "Raadtng and Misresding ?Q&vir,,'
Manksto fuxe RIZY, pp. 9B-100. Fears the "craxs” keepe

many juiiclous prople from ever veading JARY.

¢ Blé flackmun, Esthyyn., "The Development of Runic snd Fes-
norisn Alphabets for the Trsnsliterattion oi English,”
Hsokato (ses B72), pp. 76-83. To make the Tolkinisn ei-
. phahe g & worknbli mode of expression for English, she
finda {tv snecessacy to add & faw new chsrscters end re-
yesign the vslues of others.

Bl7 . "Traaslatione from the Elvish. ' Meuksto (see B72)
pp. $5-97. & translation of “A Elbereth dilthoniel’ based
on avidence scattered through LOTR., Cf. A21.

. Bid Bleiv, H A. "Myth or Legend," Church Quarteriv Review {¥ritish)
Yol. 136 {Jasuary-March, 1935), op. 121-122. Plous but in-
teresting veview of FR. "This {& 8 religious book, pre-
Chrisiien, its theology that of the Zendevests at irs bear:

’ it 13 the originsl duslism of Zsrethustrs, .o which the ooly
true reality is in pocdness and light. But therxe gre Chvristisn
echces and emphases:;baptism,..gelf~commitaent...cxodus. . pava-

" dise...abanlution" (p. 12%, referencer to text cired). Cf.

Mre. Barber (Bv, 10), end Mr. Wilson (El1l4)
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Bliasert, ¥ilifan. "Despots of the Bingg,™ fouth Atlan-
tic Quarterliv. Vol. §8 (Stmmer, 1959}, pp. b437335._~53;:
#ldexs LOTRE & hevrcic ranence, “garhnpsishe lasgg 1iteragy
“SEterpiece of the Middig Agag' 1645). "By ‘hersic' I
nean thet the action (s narruced a3 anexploit' of crucisl
1UpIxiance to the sctor end his world, snd thst... che
2ccorplishaent of the central exploit ie fing}ly dependent
o1 the hera's Gum Ingpe power snd virtue--# virtie partly
nis from the outser and portly coniirmad in Yim through
edlf-shasgacisn end endurwacg in the gace of advérsity

and sruel oppostefon® (449), '“he work 1s e Kamance. .

v thetgense that it dlscovers » world of ponder--dig~
ovess it #o cthat we, ferurning, aey find 1n this world g
1lke world of wondeg” {458). Alsc draws a perallsl with
Wagnier's Ring eyele. .

o
T
L0+ 2R . [

fradiey, Mezlon Zimmer, Mien, HAlilings and Hery Wor-
abip,"” Nickan #16 (Jupe, 12663, Pp. 2% 44; repri-ted

from s FAFA (Pantagy Amateur Press associatlon) noklet,
1961, "I hope o prove, first, that ihe jord of the Ainge
<8 Gduit i etructure, thesis, end enphsala; tha: the hie
wan relstionahips sve edequately motivated; and :eocond that
the trilogy hes 9 valid, besinally self-conelsterr thems
§hd progressive davelopment in chsrecter snd styls, docu-
menting ¢ universsl experience {iluminaced by fmriasy: the
end of the Heroic Age In the individus} 38 well 18 ip
Middle Eerih” (28),

Srett, Cyril. Review of GGK. Modern Lengusge Revlew Vsl
22 fOcroder, 1927), pp. 451-6438" "Cles: ez, cons Lzeness,

scholaraht and common-gense sye the me ks of thig edition.
P

Suggesre improvemeuta foy any second edi :lan.

:TEolby: Vinﬁaél. YIKLR. Talkgéb," Wile w Library Bulletin

Vol. 31 {3une, 1857), p. 768, Bicgraphical sketch. for
ather much informaticn see especivlly Bo' also BY!, R79,

Crist, Judith. "Why 'Frodo Livea® ¥ iggjii'ﬂomg Jourral
Vul. 84 {February, 19673, p. 58. Happy tist hohbitry ig
the latest fad of the netion's teensgers, since "Ttr's a1}
fer from the hot-rod, foik-rock revolt imige or the drng-
luspived gensszrions s oany are reeking” shile providing
"& vever-never world that satirfles rthe 2 th-centur’ mind."”

Crouch, Marcus 8. Review of FGH. Junior liookstielf vol. 14
{Jenuery, 19503, pp. 1416,
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oyt o Anctber Don in Wonderised,” Juniow Bookshelf
Voi. L4 {warch, 1950), ‘pp. $0-53. "Heview of H. !

Tevenpurt, Guy. “The ?eraiégénce of Lighe," Nstfionsl
Review (spzil 20, 1865), pp. 332, 334, Review of T&L

+r taiches or B oand LOTR., ¥Finds chet the basic per-
ception of tie imsginstion that generates a1l of JRRT's
wrizing .o 'thet the isagination is s wecsuorphosis of
reslicty rethex rhan 2o evasion cf it. To find clear
svobols nf spiritusl reslities, one turna where man hsa
giveva turned, to bis wmyth-making mind, wheve truth cun
sppear in & round solidicy denied it in the confusing
simultsneity of the wind's relentlesa continuum, whetre
everything is happening at once.
pevrick, uhristopher. "Telking of Dregcus,” Tsblet
Vol. #0646 (Septeaber 11, 1954), p. 25C. FR review,
Thinks it "thiz long felry-story-cum-religisus-uilegory
by & don, souanding Yike the very ecsissy si beovedem,
but in fecr oue of the most srresting snd readsble stors
ies of onr time.”
Diplomay {magazipe} Vol.-18, No. 197 (Octoi-t) L
pp. 31-43, 75-74. Specisl section on "Professor Tol-
¥ien and the Hobbits.” Cover painting, "Toe werid of
3. R. R. Tolkien," by Barry Geller, Festures "Hobbit-
santae’™ (40-41): letters of varying quslity frow Howard
Nemerov, Xichard Burten, Timothy Leary, Senscor William
Proxmive, Elirabeth Janewsy (on tvsnsiating JRRT into
Ruegizn}, Lynds Rixrd Johnson, kichard Plotay Hathausay
RKate Melchior, and Laurel Wenger (“ege 9%'}. Ure aceti-
cle, Nancy Swith's "Pleasures of the hobbit Tsble,” (&l-
3, 73-4) sugests tecipes for hobbit foods. The only
criticsl articie is Aubrey Menen's ''Lesrning to fuove the
Hobbits' (32-34, 37-38), which approves Tollien's whlder-
ness and wasate lend mogifs, but dlslikes his Girl Scout
fairies snd poverty of imeginatcion Also contsing the
inveinable "Tolkien on Tolkien' (see A20)

Eigeley, Lortn. "Elvish Art of Rochaniment,'" Hors Book
Vol. 4l {august, 1965), pp. 364-367. Repriuted bere bv
persilaaion of the New York Herald Tribune, from the Chil-

dren's Spiing Book Festival issue of Book seek, May 2
1965. Essav on T&L, finding that .5 essential messagge
L% "“to approsch with care the interpretstion of & way-
ward universe that despite, or hecause of, our lesrnivg




330

B3l

o
[
£

B35

threatens to slip awey without genuine cowmrehension,
preepud much wWIY28--10¢ LBOUNE urexpecEadly Lhe wvenished
ahepe of Saarsn’ (367). '

Elltott, Cherles. "“fon Amerieca Kick the Hobhit¥  The
Tolklen Ceper,” Life Vol. €2, No. 8 (Februevy 24, 1987),
o 3, Eoinyed LOTR while only 2 few paspls koew s2bout

1z, but set wew thet Lt hss becone widely popsler. "No
svmboliss, no 8sx, no doubls wes 1794, ¢ questiong sbout
Wie wie ©oF Goad Guys end which the 32d; just 2 goud
vern on the sevel &f Tow Swift sod his Flectric Rucabour.”

“glvigh Mode,” Naw Yorksr Vol. 41 -(Jwnuary 13, 1%556),
2425, hali-ae ricus v repcrt on 3 neetling:sf. the Tclkten
Sociery of Americe; s feow comments on Middie-sexth cosmol-
ogy srd Iaagasweﬁ gnd & very few wegds by Audenm on "Tolr
bien ws & ton.”

e Epic of Westerneusse," Londen Times Literary Supple-
went (Decembar 17, 1354), p. GL7. Ghort TT vevizw. Heppy
chet Yeithin his fasgined woild the suther continusliy
waveils frzah countries of the mind, convincingly imsgired
and deligh?ful co dwell {n" but disturbed becsuse Ythough
the sllegory iz now piasiner thsre is st‘il ng explanation
of wherzin lies the wickednegs of Ssuron.” Cf. B4R, BI2.

Pyerets Carcline Whitmsn., The Imepinstive Fiction of
J. ®. R. Tolkien.” Uspublished Muster's thewis, Flerida
Scate Universiey, 3957, Seme blographicel isformstion,
discussions of K, FGH, and LOTR, end of the application
of Tolkien's scholexly work to his writing. Appendix A
prints excerpia from & latter written €O Miss Everett by
TRRT, and this {(with such faformetion #s that after he
finished LOTR he rewrotz it hsckwerds, znd thst each of
the six Books originally hed {te lndividual titis) is
invalushle,

Everett, Dorothy. Review of JRRT's Chaucer essay (A%)
in The Yesr's Work in English Siudies for 1934,

“pyer-Ever Lend,” Atlantic Menthlv, Vvel. J15 (Maxch,
1965), pp. 194-195. T&L review. Thinks the o lumne
shows both facets of "this charcing suthor,” a3 tso-
teeist snd a8 scholarz.

.
-
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Fausscc, Hugh L'A. RK review. Msnchegter Gusrdisn
wrevester 4, 1955), p. 4.

Pifield Moszie. “Faotssy In end for the Sixties: The

lord o1 e Réngs." Englisk Jousnal Vol. 55 {October,
RS . S 844. Thinks fantasy should present an

+3#al which could be applied to the world as {t is, snd
thav ir JJIR we heve the “lLittle men" (the hobhit) con-
fronted b thu two great 20th century sociceconomic
g7Lls: %suron's combinstion of fascism with an ingus-
trisl complex, end Sarumsn's totalitsrisn communiswm in
the Stive. The solutfon to this cheos ig gn optimietic
determinian.

Flooa, %. €. S. B. Booka Vol. 13 (Februsry, 18553,
16%. FR review.

Freemsn, Gwendolien, Spectatoy (Novemter 18, 1349), p.
738, zuH review, Brief paragraph iinding it " saflrp
cn ths chiveiric 1dee" end not & children's hook.

Pulles, Edwind., "The Lord of the Hobbitae J. R. K.
Tolkien, 1in Fuller, Books With Men Behind Them (New
Yaru: Rendow Houme, 1962), pp. 169-195.  Discussion of
JRET's work sand Lheorzes of fantasy, finding LOTR e
mesningtoul morel fable witk sowme Christiap borrowing s
sud oy sliegoricsl suggestiveneses which connects it
with the present dey world. See sleo nis cheplers on
the Fontastie and on CSL and Ck.

woeneent E Frodo end Fantasy," ¥Wall Street Journal

Vel. ot (Jsnusrxy &, 1966), p. i4. Plug for the Jallanting
wdttion. LOTR “an immense sdventure Etory, an adult fairw
vale, a tumance in the claessicel mesning of thet word."

H is "» <hildren's story--plus.”

ready |

¢ y. B S. J. Best Sellers Vol. 15 (Mey 1
g. &5,

Ty
1T review.

Griffin, Nancy. "The Fellowship of Hebbitomanes,™ San
Erencisce Supdsy Examiner gnd Chronicls "This World"”

sactior, pp. &4, 51, snd cover. 1The frost cover. which
ieahvrrﬁ the Barhara Rem;ngtow map gives the title 5s
"Strevge World of the Hobbltq Wel,-resear hed article

teling the "Tolkien craze" with atfection and zood bumor
srd ths ronks seriously. Intevescing cevorte on how people
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soude themselves with Telkieniah thivgs (Christmas
cards in FTengwer, atc.), story of the growth of the
“pult," comments of resders on the books.

544 Halle, louis JI "Flourishing Orcs,” Saturday Review
Olenuary 12, 19558%, pp. 17-18. PR reyiew, suggesting
ranguee Ine-=heek thes though ite velue &3 sclentiiic

blarayw capnot be granted, bhecsuse the sventa af the
Bl mant o Weatmerch Mheve nowniers heen corroboyé~

24 tha chreoleles of M {ler slcve Blwea)" (17),
yat it ¥111 survive ag eminently vesdable literxature.

s
=
w

.- “Bisrory Through the Micd's Eye," Saturdasy
Review {Ianusry 27, 1963), pp. 11-13. LOTR review, -~
gugassring thaet it3 "meaning” is, in & word, "heroiss."
Interprats the 1wo prime faets of Middle-covth 83 pow-
er and f¢n consequence, suffering. ‘“‘In the nistorian’s
viee, poway 14 wat 8 neutrsl clewent that cew be used
for good or evil, Tt ie slways evil, for it enables the
wicked %o dominete the world, er, in the hande of the
good, 18 inescapably corrvupting' (132).

. i -
217 iavghaw, Ruth., “When Cavynivel of Booke Wewmt to Europe,”
Afmericen’ L{ibrarey) A{sscciation) Bulletin Vol. 51
(Februery, 1957), pp. 117-123.. Mrs. Herahsew describea
meeting the suthors of Buropezn children's booke when
#he went to Burope te tspe veedings for hex radis pro-
arse, Cernivel of Booke. Two persgraphs on JRRT oon p.
120. She found she had "o langusge difficulry” with
JRRT and "finally ssid in deaperstion, 'I do appreciate
your coming up from Oxford so that T amight record you,
Professcr Tolkien, but I can't understand 2 word you eay.'
This amised him and he asid, '2 friend of mine tells me
thst 1 tslk tn shorthand snd then smudge it.'”

B47 Hsyes, Noreen and Robert Renshaw, ''Of Hobbits: Ihe Lord
of the Fings,” Cr:tique Vol. IX, No. 2 (1967), pp. 58-6b.
Exumination of th: pluralistic mersl snature of LOIR, iv
which no-one is aexpletely good, only Ssuron {& completely
evil, #nd the evi’ do not put up & sollid front byt sre
divided by their (wn antagonisma.

B4 Hentoff, Nec and PcWillisms, Wilson C. ''Critics’ Choices
for Christmss,” Ccumonwesl Vol. B3 (December 3, 19653,
Hentoff on p. 284; McWillismr on p. 287. Both include
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LOTR i their recommendations, Hentoff finding (t "a
sweepingly plotted worality play for acvite," MeWiliisms
fivaiug (t belpful For'“these citlzens who would recover
the habis of imsgination, of movsl clavity, snd of
politicsl visgion."

Heroic Endesvour,” London Times Litevsry Sugplament
TAugusr 27, 1954). p, 541, Meetly s plot summsry,
{inding PR "o book to be resd for sound prose and rare
Igiostion.” But feels that the plot lacks balance
becsuse the snly code is the warrior's cude of conrage,
anc 1t 1% nor even explained what they consider Good.
Gi. B32, Rr91Z,

"The Hobbit Hebit, ® Time Vol. 68, No. 3 (July 15, 1966)
pp. 48, 51. Typicslly cute article on this venar's Yin"
book.

¥

"Hobbie snd [ron uke win spring festival prizss,”
Publisher's Weekly Vol, 133 (April 3C, 1928), p. 17633
A dislingiished childran's licersture award,

Hodgert, »tthew. "Kicking the Hobbit," NHew York Review

———

oL X20ks Vol. 8, No. 8 (May 4, 1967), pn. 10-11. cover

Bives t.ile 35 "Reaisting Tolkien." GCood on JRRT's men=
sitive descviptiona of landacape #nd.on the Eririshness
of his Hobbite. But thinks LOTR lacks moral depth and

i3 “reully » persble, consciously simed st putting across
the genersl Christian view that the univeree is & battie-
7ield vetucen the forces of good and evil™ (11). A de-
Hightful caricature of JRRT with a'péc dregon, drsws by
bavid Levire, 18 featured.

A Book ot Children's Literatuvre, selecred and edited oy
Lillisn dollowell., New York: Holt, Rinehart and wWinston,
1966 (3vrd edition; esrlier editions in 1939 and 19501 .
dection diucussing "Modern Fanciful Scories" recommends
Hoo p 184. "The story hes s quiet humor, & rave siyie,
and eppesls to children of #ny sge with imsginetion and

8 zeat for adventure."

llope, Francis. 'Welcome to Middle Earch," New Statesmau
(11 November 1966}, pp. 701-702. LOTR review glencing at
its "linguistic inspiration” gnd ztmesphere of Nordie myth,
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Hughes, Kichard. "Baoks for Pre-&dulte,” New States-
man and Natiea (December &, 1937), pp. 944, 946, Review
of 13 childgen's books, of which H receives wort spece
snd preiee. Observes that JRRT is 86 gstursted in Nor-
lic mythology thet it fergilizes his imeginéxicn, 8o
that he dnaan't wmerely rehssh it st gegond hand but adds
to {r himself. '

- ''"the Lord of the Rings," §gg££5£g£ {Ceto-
ber 1, 1354), pp. 408-409. FR review, guoting 1ib-
erslly trom & teview by Edwin Miir in the Chsexver,
Finda JRHT's width of imagimation great and vivid, |
but too eimplistic to have much depth. | -

Russey, S. S. NMotes gpnd Querien (August, 1963), p.
315, Review ¢f ancrens Rivle (see AlD).

Husliev, Francis. '"The Endless Gorm,” Wew Statesmen
and Haticn Vol. 50 (November 5, 1955%, pp. 387-588.
KK review that discusses Mitchisgn'e favorable review
nf FR (B76) snd Richardson's unfsvoreble review of

TT (B&%}. Thinks JRRT's mythology i¢ stupendous, but
given io o flat, pretentious Pre-Raphealite style.

Irwin, W. R. 'There and Pack Agsin: The Romencesd

of Williems, Lewia, and Tolkien," Sewsnee Review Vol.
63 (Octoher-December, 1961}, pp. 366-578. Discusces
the romances of the three as illpstrating the com-
pulsive movement of the soul into rhe unfapiliar, end
Lback again to a fsmiliar world row informed by visien,
by & lsxger and more precise understending than wes
nitherto possible,

issace, Neil D., snd Rese 4. Zimbardo. See Yoreword
and Addends.

Jobkason, Edne, Evelyn R, Sickels, and Frances Clevke
Seyer, eds. Anthology of Children's Litersture. Cam-
bridge, Masg., 135% (3r¢ vevised edition) Capsule
siogrephy of JRRT on pp 1212-1213. Cf. %22,

Kennedy, X. J Poetry Tol. 105 (Lecember, 1364), p.
19%. Review of ATE. Pialses "Cat.'" Thinks "Tol-
Kien's work may help veeffirm that poetry differs

frem prose in sounding )ike something specisl, & truth
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net sluays obvious in poetry nowadays .’

Johneten, Gedige Burke, "The Poetyy of J, X. R.
Tolkfsn,” Mankato (gee B72), pp. 63-75. Discugses
Tolkien's meirical tnvention, slliterstive verse,
+nd major poema like HB and A&I. Quotes the garly
"Root of the Boot" which waz revised gnd refived

29 "The Stone Troll" for ATB. The hest article on
the poetry, which most eritics only mentior o dig-
miss sa bad,

Jonae, Gerald, "“Triumph of the Good,"™ Hew York Times
Book Rcview (October 31, 1965), pp. ?8~7%., LOTR re-
view. "The only 'escape’ in Tolkien ie to s world whevre
the struggle between Good snd Bvil is wiged move fierce-
ly and opealy then our own, where the ttakes are st
least w»s great, and where the odda sare, i{f snyihing,
aven aore perilously balsnced." But ez, Judy Bsnry's
indigrnant letter to the editor {Novewbar 28, 1965),

F- 79, inéiscing that the Ring books "sre smong the

eoat gloricus, scery, fevtseric, happy, poignant, ctc.
tic., booke ever to hsve been written snd I hape no-
body hae heen scared 2¥8y by the {lowesy, gentimental
eontrived writing with which Mr, Jonas hes tried to

desl with the books,®

Jordsr, Alice M, FCH revieu for "Sumwser Booklist "

Hern Book Vol. 26, Neo. 4 (Jusy~August, 1350}, pp. 287,
«85. Yo enjoy the hook, one must have & lively inag-
{nation, an ear for wonders, s aense of absurdity ard

plessuze {n oddly compounded words" {289,

Levitin, Alexts. ™The Hero in J. K. R. Tolklen's

The lord of the Rings." Mankato (see B72), ¢p. 25-37.
ATguen Inat JRRT tekes che two main heroic types (as
gescribed by Auden, the epic hero who is noble and ex-
tracrdinsry and the fairy tale hero whe is huable and
vnpreposseseing), and 1n his presentaiion of the lavter
64948 1 psrticulsrly Christien ecaphesis to satisfy his
%n degire to create s work strong in Christisn over-
Ltones. Reanik (see BS7) msys Mr. Levitin wrotre hie M. &
thesls on JRRY, but I hsven't seen this liated in &ny
bibliocgraphy.

Lewig, €. 5. "The Gode Returp to Eaveh " Time end Tide
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Vol. 35 (14 Avgust 1934), pp. 1082-1083. FR re-
view {though mention of “the uaforgettable Entg"
ludicates he alresdy knew lstev parts of the story).
"Zlweal the centrsl theme of the book is the contrast ¢
becween the Hobbits {or ‘the Shire'y snd the appsliling .
destiny to which gome’ of them are called, the terrify-
16, wiseoyery chat the humdrun happiuess of the
Shirze, whick they had teken for granted as something
normal, is in reality a sort of local and temporary
scoeident, that ite existence depende on being pro- ' |
tected by powers which Hobbirs forget ageinyt povers |
which Hobbite dare uot Imegine, thar sny Hobhbit T v
find himyelf forced out of the Shire snd cgught up
into thst high conflfrt. More strangely svill, the
event of that conflict between strongest things msy
“¢ome to depend on him, who ta alwost the weskest"
(10823, 1The cherge of escapism gnticipeted and re-
butted. In context, the stetement thst LOTR is "good
beyond hope" ig directed only to prople who like fan-
tesy ond who might not eXpest 8 grezt tomavce to be
wricten dn 8 reallsticY sge of litersture
1. J [
*B6 ? B . "fhe Dethronement of Power ™ Time end Tide
T Wel. 36 (I? October 1953y, pp. 1373-1374. Review of [
RE end TV. Dgmiases the charge thet the chsracters
sve simpiisticelly bi2ck or white, discusses the archi-
tectonics of LOTR end the “morsl” of herolc effort and
impermenent victory,

*B6E Tewis W. H. ed. letters of €. S. Lewis. London:
Geoffrey RBles, [966; New York: Harcourt, Brace snd
World, 1968. JRRT mentloued in letters dated 18 June
1931, 5 November 193%, 11 November 1933, 3 Necraber
1939, 21 December 1941, 12 Jeruary 1950, 2 Octrober
1952, 22 September 1955, 19 Deécember 1956, 2 Septembar .
1957, and 15 May 1959%.

Ap Loih @ sensftive literary critic snd close friend

of JBAT, CSL makes nssential reading for any student of i
Toikien,
*B69 Lobdell, Jsred. "Words That Sound lLike Castles * 5

Natiorsl Review Vol. XIX=19, No. 3° (Septemher 5, 1967),

Pp. 972, 974. Review avticle on v e 1967 Houghton

MLfflin Zud ed. of T.OTR, defending it sgainst Hodgart's .
(B52) "at once percsptive and wrong ~headed review'" (972}%,
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Thinks that bbp oiqus the beat crirical approack to

Telkien, and that OTR La ') lwr?- that mediates JRRT s

1mag1nﬂtive 1ife of many yeara to those whe now find that

1mﬁgin¢t1wn life in themselves™ {974), thia {mpact on

the rezder's ranncioggness exhlagaivg its great llterary
lue .

- .1

R ‘ ' i
jucas, #exy R, Library Journel Vol. 3 {vey 1,
193873, =, 145 H review. Thu*r sdventures anc
misliaDS sYe numerous, too aumerous in feact for reslly

~&nioveble vesding. The book wbuld be tetter read

2loud in smell doaes, or the child should be sdvised
to resdi (bt that wey himself. It w{ll have a limited
appeal unless properly intvoduced sud even then will
be best liked by those children whose imeginztion ie
elery.”

4
iepoff, Richard A. Edger Rice Burrougis: qﬂﬁt@r of
Adventure, New York: Canaveral Press, 1965, Quotes
2 letter from JRRT in answer to # qua*y "Source hunt-
irg {8 & grest entertainment but T do not myself think
it ia perticularly useful. I did resd many of Fdgar
Rice Burroughs' earlier works, but .l developed a dis-
itke (ur bils Tarzan even greater than my distaste fov
upiders. Spiders I hed met long hefove Jurroughe begsn
to write, and I do not think he 1g in sny way responsible
for Sheleb. At eny raete I retaiq no mewory of the Siths
or the apt" {(246-247),

Meakatn Grete College Studies Vol. II, No. 1 (February,
1967); tnsue of Mapkato Studies in Euglizh No. 2, “fthe
Tolkien Papers.'” Prints the psreto tPat were read at
tne Tolkien Symposium at Mankato on dctober 28-29, 1966,
plus 8 {ew thet were not read on that occzsicn. See
BiD, 13, 15, 16, 17, 62, 65, 75, B0, , %

Mathewson, Joseph. '[he Hobbit Habit," Esquire Vel.
66, No. 3, Whole No. 394 (September, 19663, pp. 13-
131, 221-222. Speculstes thet reading Tolkien was a
cxi;u*ax 3ffaic at the outset, then the hooks became
the province of & chigque so wideiy spresd as Lo turm
8 cult.

Menen, Aachrey. "Learning to Love the Hoblits '  See
B2é.
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RIS Mldex - Deuid M. "The Morsl Universe of J. R. K.
Tolkiea," Mankato (sse B?Z), pp. 51-62. Exemines
the history of each of the Three Ages znd concludes
that the struggle between Cood end EBvil is becomirg
progressively leas cleer-cuc,

RB76 Mitchison, Keomi. "Onme Ring to Bind Them," New
fietesman end Nation Vol. 48 (Seprember 18 1954),
P. 331, R review, arguing thet it 18 not an 2l-
levarv but & amythology, and "sbove 211 4t is & story
megnificently told, with every kind of celor snd
movement and graetness." Thinks Middle-earch is s
flat worid and cites the msp us evidence.

B?7 Moore, Anne Carrell. H review i{n “"The Three Owls'
Netebook" in Horn Book Yol. 14, No. 3 {May-June,
1938), p. 174, Finds fcv a rich book, and & rare.

*B7H Mocrmen, Charles.  The Precincts of Felicity: The
Sugustinian City of the Oxford Christisne. Geines-
ville: Univeraity of Florida Press, 1966. Chapter
VI, "The Shire, Mordor, snd Minss Tirith: J. R. K.
Tolkien" (pp. 86-100), constiders JRRT aowng his fel-
lows CSL snd (W, especially CSL. Discusses one theme
of LOTR a® the ostabliabment of & "City of God" {in
the terminology of CW) under Aragorn.

Muir, Edwin. & rveview of FR appearing in the 0b-
serwer {British) sometime in 1954 and prior to Oecto-
ter 1 {see B56). 1 haven't besn sble to find this
periodical for that year and so haven't located this.

379 Noxman, Philip. "The Prevelence of Hobbits,” The
New York Times Magazive (Sunday, Jsnuaxs 15, 1967),
pp. 30~31, 87, 100, 102. HReprinted frow the Sundsy
Tiwes, London., Interview with JRRT digcussing the
“ereze' and giving some interesting biograsphical in-
formaticn,

*B8N Noerwood, W(illiem® D. "Tolkien's Intention in The
Lord of the Rings " Mankato (see B72), pp. 18-24,
Meintuins thet JRET's fdeas on fantasy in CFS are
exemplified in LOYR, " & fairy tale that is at the
sesme time 84 prose poem which will function as & whole
to sifect the whole mind end spirit of the reader...
#nabling bim to {fnsge for hi. self and comprehend the
living reality, ard even more .mportant Lo expevience
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1t divectly, providing himself thereby with the
stycngest ond most efficscicus of conceiveble
cethaxtdcs’ {{3).

Parke-, Mruglesa, ‘'Hwset We Hoibytle..." Hudson
Bevi.a oi. 9 {Winter, 1956-573, pp. 5%B-603.
Yecuulf 4o JRET has written sbout it. 10TR is

ths nrpyy of the end of am sge, in which the crea-
tures of s deterministic universe face up €2 thelr
wvarsmia Tates with heroiam, hecauss this supplles
goge mrsning 7o their destinies in humen terms where
the universe aupplies none, the huoarn condition 1s
rrsgic and must be lsmented, On determinism, ck.
81O, 36, 75, 99. A fascinatiog footmote explaine
the derivstion of sowe Tolkinisn nsmes (cf. B91).
The title of the erssy is modeled on the opening &f
feownli, #cd might he rendered tu Modarn English as
Yo, Wi (ol the; Hobbics..."

Penberton, Tlizebeth Lefgh. “Hobhits Complete "
Spectetor (November 235, 1955Y, p. 744, RY review,
rhirking it would be no more than ¢ scholax’s whimsy
but for Tollicn's inventive brillience and nsrrative
powE Y.

Plocx, wicheed D, “J. R. R. Tolkier Talks About
Miidlp-carth., . Elvish," Scventesn Vol. 26, Nc. 1
(Jeavary, 1967), pp. 92-%3, 1i8. Interview with

the Proteseor; The Sflmerillion mentioned. See
4lso “"Face-to-Face: With R. D. Plotz," ibid, Vol.

75 (Apcil, 1966), p. 153, which also deals with
yiprz's cther interests besides the Telkien Soclety.

Rang. Jack C. "Two Servants,' Menkato {(see B72),
np. BL-%4. Focuses on the characters of Ssw Gemgee
and of Yiggle, both humble and selfless.

Ready, William. The Yolkien Kelatiom. Ser hidends.

Reilly, Robert J. "“Romantic Religtlon in the Work of
Owen Garfield, €. S, Lewis, Charles Willisms, and L.
R, R. Tolkien.' Unpublished doctovasl disgsertation,
Michigan State, 1960. Argues that the romsntic ex-
perience JRRT {8 concerned with is the eucalastrophe
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or "good turn" of the falry scory, an txpetrience which
har religious validx&y uee Dissertation &bstrects
Val. 21, pp. 3461-3462; ¢nd cf. below, L6,

"Tolkien and the Fairy Scory," Thought Vol.
. {Soring, 1983}, pp. BY-105. Study of LOTR in
imtiom ra OF3 {of. R8O, 85, 89). ¥inds in LOTR

& son¥e of Lrherent wa’ai*Fy. an elewent of the
nurinaud . a ratural law rhat ia nowhere codified
bics wiich 13 emetionzllv or lmaginatively sppre-
hended by good and evil slike.

2
v

Boayil, V@nry. “Ihe Hobbkit-Foreing World of J. R.
R. Tw‘ﬂien Saturdey Evening Post (July 2, 19667,
prr. 20-92, 94. & pTetiy good article on the "eraze"

Eilchardson, Msurice. TT review in "dNew Novels" in
Fbﬂ.?tiaﬁiﬂﬁg 3ad Natign Vol. 48 (Oecember 18, 1954),
Pp. O.05-836. Thinks it e cbildren’'s story that ia
far tuu lovg 8nd blown up, the imsginetion of low
poientiel, the cheracters without individuslicy.

Robarts ) Mark., "Adventure inp English," Esssvs in
€xirticism Vol. & {3ctober, 1936), pp. 650-459.

Decliies thst LOTR 18 Iust a technically competent
edventure dfory, sprawling becsuse it lacks & con-
troliling visicw of veality. 4pplies the criteris

of OFS to LOTR and décides they fit welil, but doesn®t
think JRRT's tdeas very interesting or 1mpor£ant

Rusaell, Marison Hsrbers, "The Ides of the City of
God." Unpubix&hed doctorgl diesertation, Coluabia
Universtty, 1965. Ewphawsis on the piyth oi the City
thet figures prominently in the work of CW, but with
reference to CSL and JRRT. Cf. B?R. See Diaser:stian
Abstraces Vol. XNVI="6 (1965), pp. 3350-3351.

Rysn, J. §. "Germsan Mythology Applied--The Exteasion
oi the Literary Folk Memorv " Folklore Vol. LXXVIT=

! (Bpring, 1968), AS-SQ. Discisses the evocations
nf some of Talkien s !pec!al words :nd nawmes, in re-
ilation to philologicsi mesning aod armanic mvth

"The Ssgs of Middle Earth," Loudon Times ;lﬁarar\
Supplement (Movember 25, .955} p. 04, "Su-h
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swnring energy of fantssy...must eern the wonders
Lk respret of every shortwinded writer of tnis
“tyeostnte age." Eew B3Z, 49. ..

Ssle, Roger, “Englend's Pernassus: ¢, & lavis,
Crevies ' 1%lame, end J. 5. . Tolkign," Hudson

: Cfale 17 (Summer, 19643, pr. 203-225.  The
Ciintn et ohort shxift, hut IRAY ig priised for
wad et dsod wetd ead Lia 3l fay gtaryteiling.

-

Sehtarh | B OA, "Lord of le Finge " torrice Vol,
P15 frebveawy 13 1947Y, a. 2%, Thaush he finds

Fh ton long, tes slnticred, tos niier " oand che
apiendices meraly $ troreute of tyivis far wgevdo-
schiferly frnvestigstion, he Coesn'i £hink Tolkien's
WOTK res only the dubinug walie f 2 s&ychological-
ly refro=hing escaps tn a rlugifstic view of reslity;
Terher the wark {8 a myth inviting man 1o wizness
With ne sves the mpxarste of the eguth, st the game
time Grrring up s3ainet the spiritusl {dalscvy of
making powar the obiect of our wltimete concern,

Scriven, R. C. "Hobbit's Apotheosis: The Yorid
ot Professox Tolkien," Tsble:z Vel. 207 (Feuzruary
11, 1956), pp. 129-130.  RK review Coveriag She
whols Ring cycle. 4 bit gushy in plecss bep
good on description of chavaers .= . i one

-

=0 the "epic Felry tale.”

akivr, Robert. "Tolkien and Hesae: Tap of the Pops,"
derion Vol. 204 (Msy &, 19873, pp. 338-80{. Thinke
thzse the two suthors who Bpesk most ivtinstely to
and Ior the present gemeration of youth.  Secs LOTR
83 providing “a wmost dramstic snd mythic aualogy for
the vite of pesssge to msturity” snd "a paredipw for
actfoen' 2ince 1t "simply states: this i the task,
zie you willing to cerry it through?™ (600,

Smith, Treme. “The Pecple's Hero," New York Times
Bonk Review (Movember 76, 1950), p. 50. FoH reviewed
ir wwe brief parsgraphs, mostly plot suwumsry. “For
eges 10U and up."

€5, Nency, "Plessures of the Hobbi: Table." Sece
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Spocks, Patricia,ﬂeyeé. ”thlcaa Pavgern in Lord
ef the nggg," Lricigue Vol. II¥, Ne. { {Spring-
Yall, 19595, pp- 3¥-42. Argues that "the force and
conp ety ofF 1 moral oo ad,elogi cm) echemns
privices the fupdsmentel power o8 LOTR (30).

'“migh., Micheal. "Peotaszio World of Professor
T»ls; o, New Republic Wol, 1%4 {January 16, 1956)
Pp. £6-2€. Thioks JREY har sdded hila scholsc's

airh ta nls elvish crefe
to praduce & guipping and wesaingful Fantasy and
ote of the few works of genlas «n racent litersture

become & c¢lsasie,™

T# yioz, Williew L. "Frode Lives; J. R. R. Tol-
kien's The Lord of the Rinzs,"” Englieh Journsl Vol.
56 ’Saotemse1 1y b7) pp. B18-821. Notes useful-
nezz of IHTR sg 8 pedsgogieal tonl helping the
hig% school student grasp difffcult coencepts and
valves he meets with in other literature f{e.g.,

tne glgnificence of fentasy and of heroic liter-
pture, the concept of fste, 8 sense of evil, cher-
gorter Meypes').

bl

Thomson, George H. “Ibe Lord of the Ringe: T e
Novel a& Traditionsl RQmmnce,L wisconair Stu jes

Ar Conzemporsry Litersture Vol. &, No. 1 (Wi ter,

1967), pp. 43-39. "TYolkien nes !een able to com-
bine a very nesxrly complete ceta ogue of comence
themes {many of them exfxsordinsry {n the hirhest
degree) with an elaborate, cepaciryus, immensely
flexible plat structure end make of the whole &

¥

.

ftrong, L. A, G. Spectetor f{December 3, 1937), p.
1074, Brief mention of W in geveral review of chil-
droe s books {MThe Plek of the Bunch"); "should

celterent and couvincing wodern prose narracive"(50).

Terkelson, Lucile. 'Return of th= jfero," Milwau-
kee Sentinel (MNovember B, 1367%, Pavt 3 ep. L, 4.

Well-tesearched invraducteory arti le on J&h“, ac~
claiming LOTR #s an entevtsining ontewmporary clas-
gic. VYeetures aa attrective colluge of medie gl
banners {with white ship, trze, a ¢ horse es -
blews; superimposed on the mwp of Middle-agrr |
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“teversi, Derek A, '“The Hezlw of Govdor,” Mousi
Yol 15 (Tupe, 1956), pp. 370-3710 ‘we x»vfwh
Prsl.uee JHRT fa: Fhe vavisimiliruce of 1ila “g
ingth werid and rhe firting tons uf dimity ens?

Pliecese caught by the Writlog, %ol ihinka hye
: *7 #chievemest that can never be :epradurcsd
*rd 40 Cannng Bexve =8 ¢ wodel foy fiture Fireps
#ky cresiionsg.

Trovl ttdge, Clinton. “The Twenzierh fantury
Erittsh Supernsatursl Nevel .V Papublished doctor-
#1 .vesie, University of Floride 1f%s Eagheeie
o the novels of CW, CSL, sod FRer. -

Wogenknecht, Edwerd. "Proving Imsginetion i Hot
Yor Mead,” Chlclg$ Sunday Tribunme “agerine of Rooks
{Jeouavy 15, 1956),'p. 4. RE veview - findirg the
Rirg cyele full of inaight end ﬁungxnutluu.

¥sibridge, za£1e'r. Library Journni Yol. B gy
15, 125%), P- 1218, 171 ‘«'Bsis.ﬂ!“m- Q'L'LL i ok
ke the ethlical-C. 8. Lewis, this 1fteral) Ly out-
latdivh nsrrative casts 2 epefl wE te own. A
an*onlbhiﬁg feat of the imsglination..." Thinks ¢

ntg”’ ﬁvng ta the Entwivus {w ‘7 hsunvio¢
"Wealch of Mevriment. Rew York E:Va_g Iribvae
Book Review {Rovember 12, 105u7r Po 131 FGE voview.

Yert, Paul, A rveview in Book Week {Februsry 76
19675 . Ancther reference 1 couidn't Track dowm

Wickeuden, Dan. “Herolc Tele of Tiny Folk,” New
York Pclﬁld Tribune Book Review {Novemlier 14, ’Q"‘
Purg Ty po 5. TR reviev, prvfu\ug %8 rusteluad
imgginstive exuberance. See thie mext rtwo licas,

o o Ibid, (Msy B, 19557, $. TT Levive, {inge
e herole and poetig rhvthma of the writing remin-
lecent of the grest Nordic ssges. “Tt ‘& lcay by

now thet the Tolkien trilegy is an ;msg*us!1ue ai -

compiisbment of 8 very high order." Titis 1s, "Huwwr,

Drava Quspe"ae in @ Unigue, Homsttic Eple o

"Notable Allegorical Trilogy Zoneas o s
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Yerabook Megerize vol.
oe. 237, 289.

Junior Booksheit Val. 14 {davuary,
ib-15. M, 8§, Crouch; R24,
wirery Jourpsl Vol. 75, No.
- ZU84.  Clave Adams; n2,
Jew York Hexseld Iribune Feck Review ‘Noveaber 12,
13503, p. i4. Merviment " BiG9,

{Ioly=fuguse , 195
1952}, pp.

!L (Becembeor 1, 1950y

"Weelth of

Naw Vork Times Rook Review {Novembzr 26, 19590)
0. "The People's Heic' by Irene Smith; B97,

scurday Review of Litersture (Novemter 11, 1950},
f. 4l. Aponymous brict review, mainly descrip-
rive. Thinks FGH "e joy te read. .. told In med-
‘eval langusge and embellished with drawings thac
wight have come from an ancieat zgnuscript,"
Ltpectator (Novewmber 18, 1849), ». 718. Sweundo-
ien Freeman; B39, ;

The Hebbir (1937)

4B

{7
(&
()

ihe Lord

{1)

1938), ».
storyline,

fooklist Vol. 34, No. 16 {april 15,
4. Anonymous paragraph giving the
snd 8 recommendstior. "The well-gustsined piot
waintaing its interest in splte of fta length
end the style {a easy yet properly aserious !
Catholl& World vol. 147 (July, 1938), u. sn7.
dnonymoua paragraph.

Hornbook Magazine vol. 14 {(May,
Anne Carroll Moore: a77.

Junior Bookshelf vul. 14 {(March, 13503, pp. 50-
"3, "snother Don in Worderlend"” by M, g, Crouch;
BRZs.

Librery Journal Vol. £l (Mav 1,
Mary R. Lucas: B870.

Hew Statesman snd Netion (December 4,
Ja4, 946. Richard Hughes; B55,
faturday Review of Litersture (4pril
P. 2. Favoratle bricf meation (2 g
“Chiidren's Bookshop” department .
spectator (December 3, 1937), »
dtrong; BlO1,

mes Literary Supplement , ondgn (Uctober 2, 1937),

1938), p. 174,

1938), p. 385.

19575,. ppe

2, 1938),
entences) in

1024, L. AL @

e &
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Best Sellers Vol. 1% (May I, 1955, p. 25. Ty

the Rings (1954-1956)
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(8)

{93

{10)
(11}
{12
{132

(14}

yeview by B. Grady, §. J. BRal.
Legt Selleve Wol. 15 (February I, 1938}, p.

377 RE rveview.

jookd Vai. 1% (February, 1953:, p. 155. ¥R

l"'t. few h"f K. fl’)ud (G o .- 71%:?:

Chicego Sunday *ribune Megezine of ooks (Jen-
usry 15, 1956), p. &. EE review b¥ Edward Weg-
*ﬁknecht; BICT.

Church Qusrterly Beview Vol. 156 (Janus:iy-March,
19553, pp, 121-122. TR review,
Communwesl Vol. 64 (Msy 11, 133€), p. 154

"Power io the Third Age of the Middle Earth®

by A. Batley; E8.

Essnays in Ctiriciﬂm Vol. 6 {Octecber, 1956), pp
450-459. Tadventure in Engli{eh” by Merk Reoberrs;
BEY,

Library Journal vol. B0 (Mev 15, 1935), p. 1219,
TT review by 2, F. Walbrtldge; BRI0E.

ui.é Voi. A2, No. B (Fehrusry 24, 1907), p. 10,
YCan America Xieck the Hobvhir? Tre Tolkien Caper™
by Charxles Elliott; 130:
Manchester Guardisn {Augast 20, 1954), p. 3.

FR review.

ibid. (November 26, 19%4), p. 5. TT vreview
Intd. (November &4, 1955), p. 4. RK rveview. B36.
Month Vol. 15 {(June, 19563, ». 370. iR review
bv D. A. Traversi; RIS,
National Review Vvol. XIX»19, %Wo. 35 (September
1967Y, pp. Y72, 374, YWerds That Sound Like Cas-
tles'” by Jared Lobdell; 169.
New Ststesmsn and Nazrvior Vol. 4& (September 13,
1954Y, p. 331, "Onme Ring to Bind Then,"
by Neomi Mitchison, B76.

Icid. Vol. 48 {Dececber 18, 1334}, pp. 835-83b.
1T review by Msurice Xichardson, BES,

Ibid. Vol. 50 {(November 5, 195%), pp. 587-588.
"Tte Endless Worm,” bv F. Huxley; RK review; B3H.
New York Herald Irihune Book Review (Novembar 4,
1954), p. 5. "Heroic Tale of Tiny Folk,”" FR re-
view by Dan Jickendew; BLIL.

Ibid. (May 8, 1955), p. 5. ‘Humar, lrama, Sue-
pense In a Usrique, Romantic Fpic,” TT review by
Dan Wickenden; B112.

Ihid. (February S, 18783, p. 3. "Notable Alle-
voricel Tiilogy Comes to a {viumphant Enid," RK
»oview by Dan Wickenden; RILZ.

FE review

b



Wew York Iimes Bock Review (Qcrober 3, 1y7n)

p. 37. "The Hero I3 & Hobhit "™ FR weview by

W. H. auden; B4,

Ibid. (May 1, 19553, p. 4. TT review by fonsla
Bary; 8iL,

ibdd. (Jsnuavy 27, T1956), p. 5. Tar the Epd e
the Gueat, Vietory," BK veview Lv ¥, 5. PO
[ty

pew Yorser (Novemser 13, 12454y, ppr 21H-219,

'R oreview., Thinks it & "whimsfosl 2nd serbone
ious falyy story ™
Stop inventing; buf Flods he hsg crcsied g coup-
Lry, ® ®MEgic, &Gt & Xoie GI £18RTUCSR tha: ur

getirely credible.

Abid. {Mey 14, 1953}, pp, 170-178] 77 vevipw.
"Mr. Tolkien writes with love snid riecieion, but

hig intoxilav.on with the woild he hag craeled
and with the meesege he 15 conveying, and his
apparent conviction that wha. ‘s {msglnacrive .s
necenadrily begulling, dlind bim oo the danger
of becoming tedious. and so he i= tedious o

gond deal of the time.

spectator (Noveumber 25, Y953y, » i44,  RK
review by E. ', Peaberton. RE?

Tablet Vol. 204 (September 11, 1964} i, BB

¥R review by C. Dervick; R27.

Tabiet Vol. 107 (Fubruary TL. 1958} pn. 179.f
KK review by R. Scrijven, B4%4

Time (November 22, 1954}, pp. 126, ID8., PR re-
view] cute, of course, bar [slvly fsvorehle

I.m= #nd T de leuuiaxﬁ&a dugust 1554y pp. 1082.

1083, "The Gods Return to Feren " PR reviey b
€. 5, Lewis; BAb.
Lice sond Tide Vol 26 [22 beroter 1953y, pp  1373-
1374." "The Dethryrempnt uf bPower)™ XT Slocell B8

review By €. 5. Lewia: B&7.

fimes Litersary Supplement, locdon {Aujusg
p- 541. "Heroic Endesvour ' FR revigw. 4

Tbid. (December 17, 19%), p. 507, “[ue Foie of
Westernesse,” TT rveview: RIZ,

Ibid. (November 25, 1355y, . 70 Yt Hape
Middle Earth," RK review; 19].

teo long neceuss JERT covida't
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“Hﬁta%%fjﬁlhegoricﬁl Trilogy Comea To % Triusphent End "

YOF Troas snd Fantway," B4t

"Of Hebbirs: The Lord uf the Ringn,” 3847
F e (e ~
"Jne Ring to Bind Thew," B7§

O . .
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+

506; Tﬁoa;:waéi Jrealh sxis
Tthe Psople’s Here,"' pey SO i
"The Persiztence of Light " ¥26 S
MPleasur#s of the Hobbit Table," B35, 98 -«

“The Poetry of J, R, R. Tclkien " B42

"Power In the Third Age of tﬁe Middlelﬂartg,” E8
"The Pewer of Darkness: J. K. R; Tolkién,".nll#
Ihe Precincts of Felictty, B}B
"The Pravelence of Hobbitas," B79
"Profeasor Tblkieﬁ and the Hogbits," B;B B
“Proving Insginstion ig Not Yet Deaa," B107
“The Queat Hero," B7 | |

“Réading 6nd Migreading Tolkien " BlS

"The Reslw of Gondor," B105 |
“Resisting Tolkien," B43

“"Return of the Hero,” B104

"Romantic Religion in the Work of Owen Barfield, ¢. §.
Lewis, Charles Wiliisms, and J. R, R, Tolkien," B85

"The Sags of Middle Earth," B78

21




ot Horld of Man gnd Bobb{ea ¥ pit

"The Shire, Movder, sud Minss Tivieh: 3. k. B Tolkien '
. _,
B8

a0

Stvenge worid of the Hobbits," 343 |

: he Strengtn to Dresm: Literature end the Twaginstion,

ars
k2 4 "

H
"The Structure of The Lerd of the Rirgs = BG
"Talkirg of Dragaws,” B2Z7
“"There snd Back Agsin: The Komences of Wililams, Lewis,
g#rd Talkdien,” B59
"The Three Owls' Notebook,” BT; -
"The Tolktien Caper," B30
Tolkien snd the gr{tics, see Addenda to Sectior B

"Tolkten and the Fairy Story," 586 |

- “Tolkier &nd Hesae: Top of the Pops "' BYE

R .

! ihe Yoikien Relation, see sddends ‘o Zection B
I.

‘ 5 "Tolkien on Tolkien," AZ3, B2&

“Tolkfen's Intention in The Lord of the Hings,' B8C

folkien's Lord-of-Rings Quest Likened to Christmss Goapel,’
Bline I

“Tolkien's Magic Ring," Bi2
"Transistions from the Elvigh," RBL7

"Trivaph of the Gocd," B63

"The Twenrieth Century British Supernst.ral Novel " RICE
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