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EDITOR;AE . This is schecduled to be the last issue of PERTINENCE,

' . Several correspondents have suggested that PERTINENCE has now
outlived whetever usefulness it had. This is not altogether so - see Gordon
Johnson's letter and editorial remarks thereupon in this issue, for instance -
and is not ny basic reason for dropping it. (Admittedly, it helped me to make
my mind up.) The basic reason is that for best effect the compilation of such
a publication requires considerably more time and effort than I have to spare from
other things. I tried ot first, categorising the various comments subject by
subject, juxteposing relevont comments where juxtaposition illuminated each, and
so on. ‘ut I just couldn't keep it up. For instance, this issue is being
scrabbled out in one week flat, today being March 19th, and I want to get it in
the post so that recipients will be able to see it before Easter. T couldn't
start it before, end I certainly couldn't after Baster for some while. So I've
charged through the pending~file marking-up letters with a red ball-pen, and now
T'm chergsing through it again with typewriter in hand. Beginning with:

DAVE PIPLR (24 Dowlish Drive, Ruislip Manor, Middlesex, HA4 93D) writes:
"UMeaselNoeoorYCBanosooWell, when I got PERT-4 I meant to write you but

things got in the wry. Only trouble is....l've just re-read it and I can't for
the life of me reuember what I was gonna say....l have a nagging feeling that it
was a revolutionary and brilliant and superb resume of the situation with an
incredible end hrilliont solution which would have shocked and surprised and
anazed o1l Foendom ~nd T would have become overnight a DNF ande..and.. ecao(ggrgle%)
0 soilhic! Jeuwwwn (Hand he'd prefer me to do an OMPAzine.  Dut then he writes
in comment on FIFTH PELRTINENCE: )3

"I think the best icdea is the one nentioned by several people; ask the nem-
bers WHY they're nenbers ond ask the non-but-used-to-be members why they chucked
it. ~ HWe 2id, but they wouldn't say.  AM)3 '

"Right 1 “ut ~ well, only trouble is I can't honestly say why I'm still a
member. I zet next to nothing out of it - nind you, the badge is very nice.
I wouldn' wear it but it looks pretty impressive stuck on the lawn-mower handle.
No = that's not quite true - it's actually locked away in a drawer in case some-
one sees it,

"Seriously tho? - I think Terry's point res *Yif Vector got down to basics as
Pert does’ is o very good one, There has, for me, been more interesting chat in
The 5 Perts than in unpteen Vectors. Perhaps the DSFA just ain't my bag - and
I'm (EVEW NOV) considering ny nenbership."

MARY REED (5 Perk Close, Longueadow, Stevenage, Herts) writes:

"One thin: about Pert, it's saying such interesting and penetrating
things that it reclly ought to reach many an eye .... maybe kindle some more
enthusicsnm, even. :

"John Marshall: for this writer at least, the ISFA was a springboard into
fandon, & fact for vhich I will never cease 1o be grateful.

""Wcice of authority! ... yes, this would be difficult to get rolling, but
once we vegin ... you know, the recent interview with the local rag I mentioned °
Well, we plugred the SFA and fandom merrily, and neither was mentioned, Supposie
local rags are interested in local things but why not write to things like the
TIMES Lit. Sup? After all, they're forever having similar things c... and ’
what's wiron: with applying around to local Radid stations, or even the NATIONWIDE




progranne after the news at 6-ish ? They had an item recently on a museun based
on the NE as it ised #0'be ocos wWhy not thé BSFA ? Lots of letters to lots of
people - sonewhere we can get a foot in the door ... look at Ro Nicholls (£now
Ro Pardoe: ili}) -~ after we got our little article in the local rag I suggested
she try hers (ﬁfter all, Aldiss woxks for it nauo), not only did she get a
biggish spread, but the GPO nag rang ner ur and interviewed her on the fphone -
and thgt.gpesi(the nag) sll over the country. Just a queslion of getting our
foot in the door. And the funny thing is, the Carzadians hed a siniler idea,-
because if you recall, a bloke from CBC flew oer %o interview Jchn Drunner -
“His was before. they landed on “he %oon “he fivst time (xwho - CBC or the Brun-
pers 2 MMy ~.and vhen chatting o the interviewer it ‘turned out he’d been
“lying cround 1nterv1ewmng all sorts of similar poop e, including the president
o7 the ©lat Earth people !  If CBC do it, why won't our lot 22?7 (Also, the
Swedes ot the. con told ne - forever in thers asking questions is that Reed ! -
shat they were dpln& a series of 12 programmes on sf. I wrote to the BBC and
7Sﬁld why didn't they buy then :oo o at least make ubel” own ? The B3C wrote
back end snid- they were very Intevasted indesd o sce about the programmes, -and
would consider it when the Swedes offercd the programmes for sale cos SO ocoo
betually, the 73C nust be sick of ne, because Iive been wiriting screeds o then
about verious things. One thing was the old sfional serials so.o unfortunately
they -have no plens to re-310w JOURNEY ... +hought it very short-sighted of them,
onsidering the interest being generate d by ‘the Moonshots. And wait until the
Fais one. £OES ceveo)

"I all for cheap and nasty hotels for cors, since you could well get mowe
v20ple to come and less of them freeloading, when they do cone.

"Gerbish: in-still in the BSFA, I th%nk, for +two reasors mainly: one is
loyalty. (Sec comment o John Maxn sh 111.) Sécond is I don't sece why the
shmgeling should be left to two or three lotz of peopie if I can help ... and iF
ny help pulls in more people into the BSFA an& andom, then that is adequate
reason, surely, to stay on ? ;

"Good iden from Gerl about a 'Name® beivig nsed .... losal Smiths had . a dis-
vlay (complete with model rocket of some sort lent by ilawker Siddeley) at the
“ime of the first moon~shot.  Fron the libzery p 0~ve, I checked with our local
one, anG they cre accepiing posters and would +ako mine {cre for an 'orfficial!
BSFA poster ?); om working out details with Mile Xeazaxd ... so far as publicity
in general goes, Hertsfen have gos ons snall article in +he local rag, and ainm
-0 nore. .. . _ B -

"So vho's for kidnnpping ‘the Director General of “the U3C and g&eting on— — -
with it 9927997727922"

“uCs_TUPE (67 Houston Rd., London Sd~?3) I 1Tes-

"Terry Jecves has said it and lel’ really wo*hnrg to add about hotels,
cons, and what-we-get-for-what-we-pay bub I'd like to malke a comment as regards
Vector. I think it a nistake to even think of the Officinl Organ in terms of a
fanzine - so much so that the very word ‘fan' should never be used., Af%er all,
when you ask a publisher to donate a book fo" raview and send him a copy of the
publication in which the review will appear what's he going to think when con-~

fronted by o Gosh~wom—boyoboy esoteric magazine which shrieks 'anateur® ?
That's right - no free book donations' for review, the library or anything else,
"In the light -of the above it should Bé remembered that the BSFA was not
founded to coter to:fans, It was’ env1s1oned as . a .means by which those on the
ontside wio would like to neet fandom would:be able %o do so, A bridge, part
of Whlch, as its prine ]ob7 would t" o enhance :the imege of science fiction and
fantasy. Th: senc for convenhions' - not %o actually run *hen bu* to sapply



offi¢ia1 'Weight' an¢ official backing so as to soothe the fears of various
hotel nancgers who night hesitate as to trusting an unknown bunch of strangers,
This off1c1?l bﬂcklng worked very well at Oxford and, as far as I know, in
other ploces too, =

"As a thought, aren't we all trying to bite off nore than we can chew ?
True, way back when enthusiasn was high, the sky was the linit but nany years
have passed ané nuch disenchantnent created - as proof I quote Jill Adans and
her comacnts on the membership as compared with the membership numbers - to
have lost some T80 meubers is surely a sign that by trying to do too nuch we are
in fect doing proctically nothing.  So how about altering the aims of the Assoc-
iagtion ? Would it be inpossibie for us to become Custodians of the stuff which
gave us birth ? The old nagazines and books which started 1t alle. A repository
of matter which is beconing nore and more scarcs. Can we show new nenbers the
First issues of Woncder ¢ Anazing ? Astounding ? Do we have a really extens-
ive collection ¢ Should we concentrate on building one for both romantic and
historical rcesons ? . _

"At least, thet way, our subs won't be wholly wasted - or so it must seem
t0 many ot the noment.”

HARTLEY PATTERSON (Finches, 7 Cambridge Rd., Beaconsfield, Bucns) writes:

"Non-~renewing nembers ~ in an ass oolatlon of this kind there's
hound to be o certain turnov er of those who joined and didn't get what they
axpected. The genuinc fans and 'big names' who don'’t belong are perhaps more
serious o problen. Sorie form of Associate Membership, for those who support the
aims of the .)SFi but don't want the perks, is a possible solution - 5/- a year for
Jjust the Lulletin naybe ?

"Gerald Bishop in Pert. 5 raises some good points. To reply to his quest-~
ion, I'm in the BSFi because I know very few fen and would be very nuch out of
touch if I didn't belong.

"About libraries. 3SFA help in these displays would of course be nost
welcone, One suggestion - if a display should prove impossible, nost libraries
have notice boards for local Societies. If everyone in the Association at least
put up & notice it would helpeos..it should be explained to he membership at larg:
+“hat services provided will only improve if we have more nmembers."

GORDON_JOHNSCN (60 Overdale, Eastficld, Scarborough, Yorks - who is a librarian)

writes: "51lh Pertinence received and digested. The general imp-~
ression thot I get fron all the arguments bveing “hrust around by the participants
is that publicity is the key to it all. If we could publicise the BSFi, we
would get nmore nembers, then we could provide beiter services and produce a more
expensive pcriodical - perhaps even printed, and of course with the extra members
we could orgonise the cons more easily, and as the number of active nmembers would
be higher the wvhole association would te more lively. IF WE CAN GET MORE AND
DETTER PUSLICITY } :

"This troain of thought spurred ne to fird out whether or not it was easy *o
find out about thée LBSEiL." (Hiand as a direct result of this, Gordon has been
deputed to contact various periodical works of reference With'a view to getting
the I'SFL approprictely mentioned within. = <o fax, hé's been pretty successfuls
He was too late to catch the Writers' and Artists' Yearbook -whioh had lost us
due to one of our many changes of Secretarial address - but they promise to
include us next year. : Tut we're going straight into several assorted
directories. aM)} .

GEORGE HAY (411 Vest Green Rd,, Tottenhan, London N 15) writes: "I'd suggest to
Terry that one solution to Con prob1ems night be to turn the whole




thing- Over :t;o 3rofess1onml firns acting for BSFA, as such firns work for charit-

jes in such - nc'l::Lv:Lt:Les as fund-raising. " And ask Jill Adans did she know there

was an organlsatlon in, London that for a-fairly small sum will look after the

problens of ‘neiling, collectlng subs etc for small non-professional organisations?

I haven't thelr address here, but if she's interested I'd be glad to locate it

for her, ~ Finally, en idea source of neubers for BSFA is schools and colleges,
I'11 be. 01rculut1ng a lot of these 're SCI-CON 70 as soon as we get out next lot

of bulletins.”

ANDREW PORTL_@ (55 Plneapple Ste, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201, USA) writes:
"Thanks for 5TH PERTINENCE. There ere a number of points I. want
+o go over that I found in this issue. And I really would appreciate your
renning oy letter or parts of it, to place British SF Cons in perspective,
"Costs fo r attendees to conventions here are generally much higher than
in the UK. 3y going to the Phillycon 4 weeks ago, I found that I spent about
280,00 for twod deys in Philadelphia, including meals, hotel and carfare, TUS
Fotels that have sf conventions now are rumning slightly more in cost, around
+he $12 - B16 ronge for singles. That is expected, and people are paying.
Now, I don't make that much noney -- about 57,000 a year now, what with all my
various noney naking schemes - and yet I can afford to go to about 10 convent-
ions & year and buy this Selectric for #500 (on a two year installment plan).
I think the beosic trouble with fandonm in the UK is that it's just plain poor.
A heck of a lot of the fans here make good, decent salaries ~-- anywhere from a
ninimun of $6,000 to as high as $15 -25,000 a year. Some nake nore - (Larry
Niven and Henry Kaiser are nillionair es)

"As I scid in ny previous letter, I got next to nothing by being in the
BSFA ~~ I expected to be kept informed of doings in the UK SF world -~ and fourd
the high cost of joining (only topped by the LASFS -~ and look what you get out
of menbership in it on an active basis --) that's the Los Angeles group: AM)3
nov Worth It. So I dropped out. I got more news and stuffi by getting SCOTTI-
SHE .and SPECUL.TION.,

.. "If you are really hard up for help in locating a hotel for your needs, may
I suggest agencies that specialize in that sort of thing, and do it for free."
({Follows a list beginning with the British Travel hssociation and continuing

with various local govermment &/or tourist 1ndu5ury offices. 3

"Might I sugrest that UK SF writers form a close union, like the SFWA, and
“merge their talents with those of the BSFA, making available nmajor writers llke
Brunner, .ildiss, etc., vho are already known by the general public, to act as
official 1nterV1eveos durlng space shoots and general scientific happenings.
Admittedly vie have Ike isinov and Havlan Ellison; but you have a few VIPs of
the SF world as vell,

"The Dritish®sf field is notOV1ously weak -~ what with original novels being
bought by publishers for 2200 conparad with £2,000 here for the sane work -~ and
to be effective the USFA will simply have to merge with the writers to form one
official voice, rather 'than a dozen weak voices all talking at once. (£It seems
50 me that this angle is rather more relevant to the absurdity in this day and age
of the English-lcmiunge literary field being spllt commercially into two independ-
ent sectors for publlshlng and copyright, purposes. - AM)3

"One last thought -< I know that casual - readers here are put off by a conven -
ion held at a flealag hotel, Well, ‘that seems to be a problen there as well.
People ‘are nore - -inpressed by the penniless man who lives beyond his means than .
with the nan of moderate means who puts on a show of poverty. Once  you get a
large quontity of people showing up at an SF con, you can afford a good hotel
gnd sone of the troppings of wealiha"- G{But are they our sort of people? AM)3



GERALD. (”gImJISL”) _BISHOP (10 Marlborough Bd.,. Exeter, Devon, EX2 ATT) writes:

T e "The sections -of Pert 1-3 that appeared in a Vector
that 3peared after No. 5 cgme out. Well indeed; I could make a large number ..
of impertinent remarks about that, but feellng reasonably polite, will attempt to
restrain neself, i

- M363i11,; those exoerpts nalnly ooncerned themselves with Cons. Which is a
pltyitees Cuus¢ there were some comments in later ish that night have proved to
the nembership that fingers were in the process of being extracted in the BSFA. .
I wonder viaat the drop~out figure for this year will be.: (£ About 30% by the
look of things just pre-Easter.,  AM)2 '

"Terry. The BIS tie, This is a nice idea,; and I would wear a LSFh tie
if there was one.available, and I very rarely wear one nowadayS..

"Dack to publications etc, The N3F have had exactly the same difficulties
as us. Their new editor for TNFI produced two issues (of a monthly/bimonthly)
in about 6 nonths. soth were late according to the dates printed on them, but
then, their system of organisation stepped in, and the 'Stand-by Editor® took
over, This would be a good idea for us to have at least an assistant ed,
providing, of course, that we can find someone to do this. The assistant ed
could, for example, deal with reviews, or, as in the N3F, edit a letterzine.
Then, you hove 2 people who edit najor publications (+ our noble Arch and his
Bulletin) and if one fails to produce the goods on time, or within a certain
linit, the other can toke over, when asked to by the Comnittee.

"Jill ldens, IT we have had 980 members in 11 years, and have 210 now,
we have lost 70 a year, or a third of the nmembership a year just can't be bothercd
with us. .and, 1f I hadn't already paid ny sub when Vect 54 flipped thro' the
letterbox, I would have becn one of the 1/3 this years

"In thct paragraph.  'Our officials having enough to do...' Well, when I
stayed with the Mercers in August, they wereico busy on BSFA business to let me -
persuade then to take them out for a bheer. THAT is devotion. I nyself work
at the noment, or at least try to, 36 hours a week on fannish things." (£Dut
thatt's the trouble with deadlines. Ours was then the beginning of our holiday,
by which tine we had to get a DSFA mailing in the post or else, Ve won, with
Gerbish's invaluable help. He came up again only last month - Jjust as we were
struggling to get the AGM agenda out by its legal deadline.  Again, with Gerb-
ish's help ve won through. We don't have deadlines every day = just about five
or so per teck perhapsS... AP

KEN DULLER writes: "Pertinence must now begin to look carefully and critically

in the direction of Just who is running the 1971 con in England, It
nay be thet, cespite ny feelings of the inegality and possible loss of on=the~spo™
efficiency of the scheme, the BSFA cttee nust run it with the help of locals,
Is there anyone around willing to do it ? I'n pretty sure the London group are
shagged out still, perticularly with the loss of Daphne and Jean. S+ill, that
will be discussed with some Archtype organisation at the con."

STEVEN CARRICAN (158 Sutton Common Rde, Sutton, Surrey) has the last word. He
asked for PERTINENCEs after having read "Doiled PERTINENCE" in
VECTOR. and this is lhis overall reaction:

i 1ot of people seen to be tnlking about advertising, as a means of
a‘b'taln:l_nb new nenbers ~ 2ll well and good but pretty useless if you can't keep
‘em once you've got them. ind, if you want to do that you're going to have
to improve and expand the LSFi and to do that you need -~ One: Money and, Two:
Willing hands. Hove you got either ?  So, then what are you going o do ?

"With that you night think that [ an now about to make some sort of cons-
tructive sugerestion - but you would b: wrong, for two reasons - nmany suggestions



have already been nade on this particular subject and there would be no point.

"I mean, there are meny good ideas springing forth from Pertinence but very
little evidence tiat any action is being taken on these, So, one night ask,
what is the point of having a Pertinence ?

"Woit, forgive me, I™ all for lively discussion (in fact a deal of nmy time
is spent cttending Polemics), But, as I understand it the main idea of Pertin-
ence was ‘to produce some kind of action, or an I wrong ? and Pertinence is just
another frolic in the hay.

"P3. he above notwithstanding, I truly enjoyed reading Pert (best thing
since rice crispies) and hape you'll send future issues."

- - - P - - - = = =

CIRCULATION
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Jill Adams, Drian Aldissy -

Sid Birchby, Gerald Zishop, Gray Doak, Joe Downan, John Brunner,
Ken Bulmer, Dill urnss

Steven Carrigan, Ken Chesling

Rik Dalton;

Dryn Fortey, Keith Freeman;

Viec Hallett, John Hart, George Hays

Terry Jeeves, Gordon Johnsons

Michael Kenwerd, Roy Kettle;

Bert Lewis, Ethel Lindsay;

John Mershall, Deryl Mercer, Druce Montgomery, Dan Morgan;

Harry Nadler; ‘

Doreen Parker, Hartley Patterson, David Piper, Martin Pitt, Andrew Porter,
Chris Priest, Dob Parkinsonj

Mary Reed, Tob Rickard, Phil Rogers, Michael Rosenblum;

Ken Sloter, "Sran™ Stokes;

Ted Tubbj;

Tony Underwiood;

Audrey Wealton.



