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Co.rents on the Crea= of the
Crop in the 105%" :ailing
of tae Yantasy .mateur Press
AS80ciaticn s erscs 039

27 -erbers codtributed,
conivared to 20 for wae 10Ltn,
207 pares :2re in a2 recular
bundle nlus 2 postmailin_ s of
32 prazes for a grand tctal of
319 races; four less tinan the
nuber of pa’es in tae 10Lta.

To haren incerson and Dian Lale 0 my cversonal selsction as top artists for tris
mailinzs, on tne basis o their fine front . .ack covers on 4il: 16, Tae runner-uui
are Bjo Irimble Ior licr cover on L. _i.. 10, Dian Girard on axikid> 9 and Jeo. . etz;er
on BLTi .00iL 6. % I espscially liked tie narenlate hezding that 3JC did for +he
latter publication,..shades of {ing i‘ong :Tajye .rail

On genecral aoeerancs, top acurd nust ;o to Jack .arness 1or his a. IVAIL.U & -
O.34 3 . its .rap=-around cover, (.md I found ais discovery of tie old .ia. .zona icliing
wsultiplex fascinating, Isn't :aronc an old-tire ianufacturer of staplers? 'y sis-
ter has a real antique in an ancient stanler .: I selieve it is a .ar.iond,)

A biz favorite witi rme this rmailin~ vas Dick sneys' AL_ 4.l ._A T i, all sixty
nases of Tt s c 00C. cover by .aynew (any stcry behind 1t7) tlus t-pical lusty, bus-~
ty art by :otslsr, an inwercsting rerun of laney's epic . Dicks alvays :ood ailing
comnents, A velcore oorus was your vivid con report - .05t enjoyavle,

Two very interestin: pieces tais rmailin was the courentary on tae souia by Iarl
Xerp in Sala I and the fascinating riovie scriot by Ted Joanstone in 7. o_ ... oLlin 3%

.y special tihanks to 3ill ‘vans for a masterful job on tio very fascinatinz sub--
jects in Juicalo 37 :'m an old train buff nyself and found your lon; ciscour.e on
tne backzround oi steaii <rains most interesting., That, plus tae equally -ood descrint
ion of jour trin to ..olland, tne ucandivian couniries ana iLn;lard, Its odvious tnas
you nad a woncerful trin, and I an jlad for ;cu == and a iittle envious!



Teo fezture of v 1al.3, for me, was aarrys description oi aid dutiss as city
editor ax thne nmany sidelirsts and interesting piases of his +work. .o corment on
cor:ens oier than (a' ain) endorse vour Stané on tae .artin aifair,

Say, that's a cute cover for 203Li.Go, 3jo! ind to ro .dith it, Bob Favlat (one
of the few . astern fans T have net) has § pages of generzl interst stuff,

aoout the time .auso Jernsback left /Amazing and started tue .onder series, I was
a Peal nep kid avout airplanes and bou at all the "air rmags" I could rustle dires for
and, for a snell hobbied with {.U.5.5 and other rodel planes, so I rea'ly enjoyed C.
Jancc'!s article on same, 48 it turned out, Sernsback's Air .onaer selved glide me in
to an active interest in s-f,

Lick ¢ ket _llinzton, witn LI C-1 1, cap second=-larcest -ar sonors, and manaje
1o fill it with a variety of raterial, 45 to your corrent on trading sta.ps, I would
say that I have plarned an article on tne subject out can't secr. 1o be able to g e ¢
out =nou i pe;es anyoore to #nclude it,

Jin . busan Cawraran jac another interesting, if small (.ho drc I to talky) 4
PUWOICs Lo iow amd I cnjoyed all comicnts, slow a nersonal cov.enteon=corment: Of
course I donit objizct to Castro siiply Uecause of his veard...l have iriends with
trem (but bester looking) Jy "hi est priority" I vean a vo erful blockade (as wged
by the presidenc of Costa .ica) to prevent t.e floocing of Souta . “atin America wilr
a_ents .. .ar raterial fron red Cuba, 4S5 I saiu in the July Fress, we have a prcbien
ir siae Carribean, as witness tae immediate danger in “anana.

T70 aivays inter:zstin: and welcoue :mriters are Llinor and I,:, 3usby - our .ioh-
orabls veep (s) ard I find %aese issues of o, CU..85 34 o anc 5>4ILLD no cxception. :eo,
the back is better, Zuz. aowever, I dispair over myr s=all TAI'A output situation.

1azrée are two otaer items 1 enjoyed; the ZBerry story in .oiiil. Davo Gl LT
(ses, .artin, I liked tne artiork by ".io", too) and the reviews by cam .osxowitz
ISR e

-0 vinds up another ear in I4AF4, It seens to me, without aavin; time to check,
that our rrecduction zas been a lot less tian in vrevious yeers, 2ut L seem to aluayc
fird “2in s of interest and (-rovidinc i ret this in, and -y dues) . lock farward to
a lot of interestins stuff for 196L=-65,

"AND TO THINK \T ALL
GTARTED WITH ONE LITTE
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As some may recnll, the last mailing had enly a single page issus of PP, It was
the smallest editicn since I revived it in 1955. I regret that I had so little +to
offer, but personcl “vo bl in recent months have made it almost impossible to con-
tribute anything, B !, small as that issue was, I managed to pull a major goof, It
should hava been nin.ccuC. Volume 11, Number 1, as October starts the editorial jear,
Iastead, it was lablac Vol, 10, No. 5. Almost as bad as tn9 time I titled the mag
Fneniasy Press on ihe crver] Needless to say, this isasue is covrenily tabbed.

X-RAY MACHINE OUT OF CRDFR

It has beenme traditional for PP to carry a comprehensiva recap of publishing
activities of members for the previous year in each January iscue. e have did *his
in the past simply as a cervice, in the hopes it would be of :nisrzst ard that i t
would help in the annual EgoBoo poll,

However, due to severe criticism by some, I have decliined te complete the tally
of the 1963 output, I do have the figures at hand, and if my persoral pressures eas
off in the quarter ahead -- and if a few members pep me vp by incicating the repor®
is wanted, then I will try to get it out for the next mailing,

A BEIATED MERRY CHRISTHAS

Dispite the fact that again this Christmas I failed to get cards out, I was re-
membered by some, Old home-town buddy Jack Speer, neighbor (well, just acrcss Red
River!) Marion Bradley, oldtimer Dale Hart, Fhyllis Hconomou (we do miss you,cut..el
and my oldest & dearest friend in fandom, Ted Carnell & family of Tondon, To all
cf you, my thanks and Ly best wishes in return.

You know, it is not that one means te forget or to averlook the gestures aic
tckens of regard and love, but that time has a way =f getting away from you. Ly
ccusin, Ruth liers of Beaumont, who mimces a Chrisimas letter to relatives & frieucs
arnually, expressed a thought I feel is appropriate to this season as she wrote:

"The sunsets are shorter; more glorious and infrequent, but somehow more el~a~
uent as they silhouette bare black branches on their colorful scene, I Suppose I've
core of age —-middle age,that is~- for each new sunset and each colorful leaf I cli:
to — enjoying its beauty as though I might not see another. liaybe though, it's =
realization anew of how wonderfully ®od graced his world & blessed us with  tiny
gifts each day, if only we can see thems Thus Christmas can live all year in owr
hearts with love and beauty if we allow it to."  Amen,

FINAL WORD: Again I am indebted to my daughter,Danaline,for helping Dad w~ith
fine cover. Illp is by cne larry Ivie,courtesy one Ron Parker, late of Oklahome.



