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Quendry is published monthly =1lmost every month by the ‘Serious Construct-
ive Element =nd conteins serious constructive articles by serious con-
structive fens. It is dedicsted to fens with tine minds, broed mentsl
horizons, and high morsl standsrds who tske the Long View and realize
thet =cience fiection is the true esnswer. Ovirions herein should be
blsmed on the suthors. not the editor who doesn't know what's going on
enywsy, being one of the illiterste messes. We will trede this for
other magezines, smPteur or professionsl (H.L.GolAd, plerse note). A4
sprce herein is $1.50 a pege. Any sihidarity between the people who
wrirte for this msgezine 2nd ectunl perscns. pleces or things, living or
desd, is purely coincidentel. Prices...15¢ s copy or 3 for 40¢ (
editor-Lee Hoffmsn British hep.=W.A4.%illis (4 for 2/-)

101 Vagner St 170,Upper Newtownerds Hd.,

Sevannah, Ge. BELrFAST, Northern Irelend
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Hi, yep, this is ths editorisl Cheos. Nope, we haven't hsd our face
lifted, It's s different tyver. F¥rom now on Q is lieble to be tnrning
up with alternate pice snd elite, depending on whether stencils ere be-
ing cut on store typer snd time, or st home on Underwood. Any object-
ions to varistion or such should be gcccmpsnied with 8 sample of the
objector's typing, es such objectdbrs will be considered to be volunteer-
ing their services ss typists. Otherwise @ +ill be gotten out in snat-
ches of feee time, 2nd you, the resders, will hsve to be satisfied. Or
eise you cen volunteer your services. Oi course, it isn'v so much the
cutting stencils or runuing off the mimeoing theat tskes up time. It's
the infernsl sssembling. So if you reslly want to help, move to Ssva-
nneh and teke over the position of sssistent sheet shuffler.

This week's meil brought us the news of the forthcoming London
Convention to be held May 31 -~ June 1. Of course some wheks from this
typing, when you're reeding it, the con will be upon us. And we hope
that shortly thereafter some sccounting of the Hasrp's adventures there
will be with us. Actuslly there is no accounting for the Harp's advent-
ures anywhere, so whst will core of this morbid effeir we cen't say.

fis you might essume, this is being typed sore time before the
publication dste. As we seid, thhe is limited to snastches. So we cen
not offer much in the weay of schmadule. Wwe will cling to our "monthly"
Ytag snd try to meintain ® more-or-less schedule, but don't ever be
eghast when that fourth week rolls by without a8 Q mixed in with your
monthly bills anAd statements.

Another request, please let us know if your address is changeqd.
snd look see if there is 8 big "X" for expired on the contents psge of
tnis ish. If there is an X there, you get no more QS unless you meke
some arrangement (prefersbly finencisl). If there ere » couple of !!s
then you heve been getting Q for some reeson other then cash (trede or
something) end your credit hes rua out. You must either fork up sn ish
of your meg, & letter, or something if you went more Qs. Some folk hsve
received little slips of peper with ¢ note erbout this on them. Some of
these folk will elso receive this . If they meke like derdberts ell of
these folk will not receive @ 21. Let this be feir warning.

Plerse don't submit epny meteriel except good humor, or timely
items until further notice. We won't be sble to plsce much stuff for
severel months, but we can slweys mske room for something worth the
trouble. Beginning with Q#21 we sare sccepting no mesteriasl on the besis
of friendship, spsce Tilling, feirness in battle, or eny of the myrisd
other ressons thet we have hed for teking stuff thet fell short of our
wants. If we hesve t» fill spece, we will do it in the way we fill space
in FLPL. .’ = sl e

"But Nellie paid the morgage on the farm...."



GOYERNMENT SUBSIDIES FOR FANZINES

by F. T. Laney
00200*30000 .

If you play your cards right, the United States Government will
subsidise your fenzine. Yes. Thet's whet T séid., The business-like
fanzine editor can easily qualify for an ennual cash subsidy from Un-
cle San.

Digressing, many of you probably do not know that T am some._
- what of an accountant, LaSalle trained, and so on. Though I'm not e
CPA, I've had & great dcal of on-the-job experience, end work in s ma-
chine shop instead of &s an accountant only because the shop work pays
better. Until this year, however, my tax experience was limited to
filling out my own return each year--but in February I took & part-
time job doing tax work for an independent accountant in pasadena.

Boy,

what en e€ye-opening experience thet was!

Like any other government-
created thing, the federal 1income tex structure is a fantestic, thru-
the-looking-glass, never-never land; operating entirely through capri-
cious and arbitrery rules which You must know by rote. Seek very much
logio in it end you'll g0 bets,

' Sticking out through it all, however,
are.ocertain key attitudes on the pert of the government. One of course
is that Uncle hates 1ike everything to be rooked in any way. If you
get caught trying to defraud the gdvernment your lot is & most unenvi-
able onse. In faect, the lurid publicity given to some tax evaders has
made & lot of people very leary about cleiming perfectly lawful exemp-
tions and deducticns.

This of course doos not Please the gévernment
either; the tax pecple are very anxious bhat each taxpeyer claim every
thing he hes e right to claim. They don't want you gypping your self
a@ny mere than they went you gypring the government.

And the faderal
income tax structure at the present time is very tender towards busi-
ness. One of the great traditions of Ameriea is the fostering of the
little guy with a business of his own., And this attitude, as reflec-
ted in the tax laws, is meat for the fanzine editor.

Fanzine publish-
ing 1is too smell an cperation to be considered as s business? Dont’
te silly. Any major fenzine published regularly is as big en underteak
ing as half of the pert-time businesses for which I prepéred returns,
You must bear in mind that there is no lew requiring a business to be
of any minimum size, or to remain at ény stated level., Mighty ceks
from minusoule dcoens, y'knuw, And of aourse there {is no lew requirig
& business to show & profit, either. Few businesses do when they are
in the acorn stage.

Sey wbat you will, the subscription fanzine is de
finitely a business. A4s publisher thereof you taeke 1in money (income)
from both subsoriptions and edvertising. (I might also edd thet you
are in flegrent violeticn of the federal tax laws if you fail to report -
this income!) 4And you pay out meney (expenses) in many obvious weys
and & few not so obvious,

Very roughly, let me outline the fiscal set
up of Joe Phann, Editor and Publisher. His quarterly fanzine costs
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S5N¢ & year and he has 100 pajd swbsoriptiens. Therars #$50.00 income
right there. 1In eddition ke exoranzes with 50 o%her Tapzinew ($25.00
more inoome!) and runs a fey 6dvertisements (we'll say $10.00 worth
Per year). Tntal income $75.00. Figurirg on & 24 page basics he has
88 direct expense: stennils 815,00, paper $25.00, mailing expense $12,
miscellaneous $8.00--a total of £60,0C €xpense which leaves en appar-
ent even breek if we leeve out the exchange fanzines.
If, heowever,

Joe applies proper accounting prodedures to his péart-time picture cf
fenzine putlishin y the plcture is changed drestically.

- His equipment
is all Set-up for depreoiation on a 3 to 5 year tasis, Typewriter,
mimeograph, wire-recorder, desk, file ctbinet, Speed-cu-scope--whatever
Re hes that he uses directly fer his fanzine, or which he cén reasonp
ebly claim he would not own if he didn't need it fer the genzine. An
averége publishing outfit would have & book value of about $300--de-

' Does Joe use his Phcne in conneotion With his fanzine? Yes?
There 1s from 204 tco 60% of his total annual phone bill evaileble as
an expense. ILet's call it 50% of $72.00 or $36.00,

oorrespondence is devotsd at least in part to building up his fenzine.
Doe s Joe average a lotter e Ge8y? Just the stamps on those 365 letters
add up to over %$10.00, and don't forget the paper and the envelopes.

Dees Jce use his par for his fanzine? I ilmagine he does. He -runs all
over: town, picking up paper and stenecils, delivering bundles to the
pPost office, hauling visiting fans he hopes to get articles out of,
maybe driving out of town to visit a poten tial contributer. 71'4d say

Servative deduction. You can deduct from 53¢ to 8¢ per mile, depend-
ing en the 8ge and vealue of thz car and thus its depreciation. Iet's’
say 12090 miles 8 yeer total driving and 53¢ per mile, There is 4000
miles, or $220.00.

Is there a local fan club to which Joe belongs?
Its dues are deductible as g professional €xpense, as are NFFF dues.
$10.00 a year maybe? Does Joe 80 to the convertior? At least part of
his total expenses (travel, lodging, food, drinks, auction (reelly a
dcnation), tips, etec.) ere legitimately deductitarz, Tt depends on the
individual case. A pro author, or a woulabe P#o author could legiti-
mately deduct his teotal convention expenses, besauysc he went there tn
talk shop, make contacts, arrange séles, be anthologised, or whatever.

How about mimeo ang typer repairs? Ribbons? Ink? File Folderse T1.1-
thographa? on end on, All deductible.

Let's =ee. Just on named ex-
penses, there is $351.00. Let 's de eonservative and shave this to an
even $300.00 net loss from business operéations,

: Reporting this on
Sohedule C of form 1040 makes this total loss directly deductitle from
8ny other gross income before taxes, If Joe Phann workeg on &8 job
from which he had Income tex withhelgq on form W-2, it meens he cen get
beck ALL his tex paid on $300. 4t 1952's reys of 22.2% this is s cash
return of $66.6G, Wcrth getting, isn't 1t9 B
Or meybe Joe's a bit youn
€er, and his folks ars 8%11l using him as an exemption on their return
This means thet he must earn lesc than $600 a year cor 1t really costs
his folks some dough. If he publishes a fanzine and Téeports it right,
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ke can earn $900 on his Job, still get beck ALL his inccie taxes re-
ported on W-2, and his folks cean STILL use him as an exenption!

At
this stage, I can imagine some of you wailing, "But my firzire is a
hobby. It isn't & business,"

There is no law requiring you not to
enjoy your business or occupation. MNost of the more heppy people in
our milleu are heppy simply because they derive their greatest plea-
sure and setisfaction out of their daily work. Right in our own field
of scienoce~fiction and fen teyy, consider names like Ackerman, Cempbell
Palmer, ven Vogt, Bredbury...... 'd offhend say that any of these
men derive fully as much Pleasure from their definitely professional
and usually quite lucrative connection with stf as Jeoe phann. And
you can bet your bottom dollar that these boys are claiming every le-
8itimatd business expensse in the book. One of them, I happen teo know,
is eleiming the depreciation on his expensive TV set, because he uses
1t to "study the medium"--and he was moreover told teo do this by the
Los Angeles eoffice of the Bureau of Internal Revenue.

S0 let's treat
our fanzines as part-time businesses (which they are) and if some of
us get inte a selid enough position financially to turn "professional"
(like The Fantasy Advertiser) it certainly is not apt to spoil the
Tun,

There are threes basic roints with which the business-man-fanzine
editcr must comply:
(3.) 4This setup applies ONLY to subseription fan-
zines. If you cirsulate in FAPA 1t is not a business but a hobby.
And your masthe@d should not say anything about being an amateur mage -
zine, (Strictly speeking, youf're not amateur anyway--not if you ac-
cept cash subscripticns.) e
(2) You have to be able to Juetify your ex-
penses if the tax people went you t3. This simply means that you must
have en account book Lacked up with sales slips or other proofs of ex-
penditures, you must actually have the equipment you are claiming de-
preciation en, and you must have actuelly done business during the
yedar. Simple enough, isn't it?

(3) To get all you have coming, and
not try to get gomething you don't have coming, you should know what
you ere doing--what deductions are legitimate, and so on. liy tex ao-
count-nt should be able to fix You up with the necessery information.

For that matter, I myself will be VEry happy to help you. TFor $5.00
cesh and & life subsoription to your fanzine, I will meke up for you
a gimple, practical account bock tailored to your individuel needs;
provide generel inssructions for its use (You won't have to know eny-
thing wheatever sbout bookkeeping 4o use it eaésily and Successfully);
and will moreover te availaeble for eff reesonable emount of consulta-
tion.

Iz cther words, I'1l do all the preliminary work that will put
$50.00 or morc in your pocket next Maroh 15. In return yourll cnly
heve to send me & fenzine (to which T am always likely to contribube
8n article) and give me 10% cr less of the money I will help you make
for yourself.

If you live in California, and want to makes it $10.00,
I']ll also prenare yocul Federgl Income Tax Return fer you (3téte Return
bo0 i you need it) if you'll get all the information to me ¢y Pebru-
ary 1, 19C3.
These offers epply only to bona fide fanzine editors.
(Most tax men will charge $7.50 and up far the Fedsral Peturn alone.)
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I'm willing to work so cheap oniy bacause T do hapoen to bes very deep-
ly interested in farzines. T cen &7t~ rd to do it nuly because I will
do the work in my spare timo &t home.

If you are writing profession-
ally, or trying to, you can apply similer techniques tec even greater
purport. You may te eble to save as much as several hundred dollars
by %he use of the proper income tax prccedure.,

I'll bte very heppy to
prepare &account tcoks and do tax work for pro authors, be they begin-
ners or full-time professionels. The fee for @uthors depends on the
individual cese .and how much time enad work I heve to put in on 1%
starting at & minimum of $10.00. Why not write me, and see what I can
do for you? :
Incidentally, I might add, ény fees you pay me will be
fully deduotible from your income tax!

Any takers?

*************************************************************#********

(my address: 816 Westboro Ave,, Alhembra, Celif. Phone AT 1-0428)
RARRAAAAAAAAAA KA KA A A KK AR AR A IR FOK FA AR A A KK KK oK 3 o o o o K o
4 -advt,

"and 1 copy of the Ducambor Unknown to the gentleman who'll send me..."

Sustaining Program
pre-1939: All
1940; Spring, Summer, Wintor
1941;: All
19423 Spring
19433 Fall, Winter
1944; Surmer
19453 Fall, Winter
1946;: Summer, Fall

Full-length Articles
Numbers 1 and 2

Or any other Speerzines I need == Homblings; Motters of Opinion; Mercury series; In-

vestigation in Newcastle; etc, -~ of various copies d?fggaceways; Shangri-L'Affai?Ea;
or LeZombie, Let me know what you'll trade me for the above mentioned Unknown (or any
other Unknowns). ‘ AR

I'll also pay cash for any and all of the above listed mags, if you prefer.

Redd Beggs, 2215 Benjamin Street N.E. Minneapolis 18, Minn.

WANT TO SELL THOSE STACKS OF FAN2INE?

I want most fanzines new and old. I'll pay & cover price on all items. Will pay
50¢ for Quandry #13 and 15¢ for all other issues of Q. Please state cover price of
zines involved only,

Richard Bergeron
RFD #1
Newport, Vermont
¢

-advth,



J.T. Oliver

TRE LONG LOUD SILENCE

A Book Freview

THE LONG LOUD SILENCE. By Wilson (Bob Tucker). kinehsrt, Summer
or Fsll, 1952. 60,000 words.

This story begins with our hero, hkussell Gery, lying in the bush-
es on the Eestern side of the mississippi kiver, wetching an 0l4 lsdy
try to cross the bridee to the Western side. Hc is celmly speculsting
onn how fer she will get before the troops stationed on the West end
of the bridge maschine-gun her. '

With this shocking opener, Bob Tucker goes on for 60,000 words,
to tell the most reslistic "end-of-civilizetion" story I have ever re
read. This is the reel thing. Our hero does not run eround the coun-
try orgenizing armies, rebuilding democrecy, or rescuing besutiful
ladies, to finelly msrry them st the end of the book. When Gery wakes
to find the Ezstern third of the country virtuslly wiped out by enemy
A-bombs, bacteriologicel werfsre, end poison, he is a feirly decent
sort of guy; & corporel in the US Army. But before long he discovers
thet it's a matter of kill-or-be-killed. He hes to fight looters,
surviving fesrmers, the army, women, snd everybody else, becsuse in
this new world, everybody is on emeny.

He tries to cross the mississippil hiver, to go over to the West-
ern part of the country, ¥where the bombs end germs did not fell. But
when he gets there, he finds the Army in chsrge. They cen't let sny-
body from the conteminsted ares cross the river becsuse, being "common
cerriers" cthey would spread the plsgue.

Discouraged, Gery turns back into the contaminated srea. His
adventures there meke up the book. Soie of them sre trasgic, some are
humorous, but =211 sre exciting snd reeslistic.

I 1ound the cherscters quite interesting too. Fbrst, Gery meets
® girl nemed Irme Sloene. She cleims to be nineteen, but Gery doesn't
believe her -~- until one night in s deserted hotel.

The next rerson Gery meets is a former high-school science tesch-
er named Jey Oliver. They decide to become pertners, and shere sever-
8l chapters of adeentures.

Then there's Selly, & hlll-billy grl, who sgrees to be nice to
Messrs. Gery end Oliver, in exchange for food end protection.

The Hoffmens sre present in sbundsnce, including s fourteen-
yeer-old boy~type critter neme of Lee. (Serves her right, for fooling
us.) Lee is sn intelligent kid who appsrently reed Astounding, be-
csuse he knows how to fix generstors esnd stuff.

There is never s dull moment in this book. Something is slwevs
going on. The writing is the best bocb Tucker lies ever don2, 2né thet's
seying plenty. The plot is exciting aa’ interccting sund shove £11, it
i1s reelistic. This is Tuckeris [inest work, completely dirferent
from enything he hes done before. You'll 1like it.

7 --J.T. Oliver
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By now, I don't suppose there's any need to explain that Wali is Walter A. Willis,
that the crew . i: fandom, and that naturally the big event of '52 is Tasfic (no need

to explain either, that Tasfic is the Tenth Annual S F Con to be held in Chicago,
August 30-31, Sept lst.)

So I won't.

This is just to be sure all Jou G readers know of the project.

What would you get for helping bring Willis over? First, your name will be on the
scroll to be presented him. And those who attend the Tasfic will get the chance to
meet the tall man from Ireland. and, on top of everything clse, there is an opportun-
ity for a fan to get o supurb electric mimmy-o, donated by lianly “anister -- cabinet
mocel with automatic slip--sheeter and 300 slip-sheets. This is the machine that was
used to turn out Nekromantikon, so you know the quality of work that it can do,

For further
details write; WILLIS CAMPAIGN
Box 493

éy Lyrn Haven, Florida

f\gx_,
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I zot a fascinating letter this morning from Jim Harmon about my defence of GALAXY
againet him. He starts off by pulling my leg with a lifelike character study of the
poor little LNF being unfairly persecuted by the brutal BNFe--which might have fooled
me for a minute if I'd been a bi*t more conceited or had forgotten his own hardboiled
(and often brilliant) column in PEQON--~2nd then goes on to say more cruel and hurtful
things about Gold, including an accusation that he told lies about the reason he didn't
have a letter section in GALAXY. Accoriing to hardboiled Hirmon it ceems he never real-
ly meant to have one and just pretended he was going to so as to enlist the all-powerful
8upport of fandom; once he had our irresistible might committed to his side he made up
that yarn about his readers saying they didn't want a letter scction., Thus racket-buster
Harmon., Now, it so hapyens I have some confirmation that what Golg says is true, I don't
like quoting his private letters, tut if it'll do Gold any good with fandom I'm willing
to take the risk he'll be sore at me, I like Gold, If you can ever judge people by their
letters he is absolutely sincere uand henest, and one of the nicest pPeople I've come
across since I entered fandom, p

About the letter secction business, I'd wondered if he'd found that actifans wrote in
as much without the prospect of secing their names in print, Ho paid:
Active fans do write in, rcgardless of the fact that there is little
Prospect of egoboo. They are 8imply outnumbered about 10 to l....When
I was challenged on this poimt (( i.e., the votes against a letter section))
by Isaac Adimov, Judith Herrill and some others, I lot them slog through
the crammed files, month vy month, and seec for themselves, It amounts to
2 mandate, the vote is so astonishingly large and clear, I was somewhat
tossed by it t004...I had cnnounced a letter column and hastily had to
cancel it when the yrotests I'q prémised to listen to began steaming in,

Well, I suppose I may as well be hung for a whole hog as a lamb, so I'll quote some
of Gold's last letter too:

eesI'm not sure I can go to Chicago for the Convention, If the disability
I got out of the Army with can be cleared up enough for the trip, I intend
to go, of course,..

++.Fandom was perfectly right in complaining about my horn~-tooting., Bill
Temple correctly diagnosed it as uncertainty, but that's only part of the
answer. Bosides my need to produce a better magazine than Astounding, I
had some behind-the<scenes conflicts with S&8 that goaded me all the more,
Those are pretty well out of the way now. In fact, only a few weeks ago,
John Campbell and I worked out a problem that threatensd to become a
festering ulcer. Wo've talked to sach other on the phone about an hour

at a time and are getting closer to an understanding so we can eliminate
the unhealthy competition that is endangering us both. :

He's not a bad guy. I'vo known that all along, of course, having worked
with him since 1938, off and ODeeccsssesMy battle was never with him. It
was with the....attitude of some executives of 5&8..44I'm glad it's all
behind us now and so is John, S-f can't be built by destructive internal
wars, It isn't quite us against the world, as it once was, but this is a
critical time in its development and anything that weakens it is wrong,
The contrast between our magazines is a personel one., I coucentrate very

G
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heavily on indiviiual pretlans aud eonfl’icts: ho'a after the Big Picture,
Both are evideatly nzelszd---resders almest invariatly buy poth books. I

wouldn't be surprised if the ultimate snlution is a synthesis of the two
approaches., Actually, I'm trying to achieve that synthesis in GALAXY now.

MACHIAVELLI  Some warped genius must havs been working on t¥4t ri>ndish scheme for
IN MARYLAND months. Even now I'm damned if I can seco where I made the fatal mistake
that landed me into this mess. It all started with a letter no bigger
than a man's hand. It was from George Wetzel, asking for a samplo copy of Slant. Well,
I'd already started returning subs and vesides I'd alreadv seat a free copy to the
Enoch Pratt Library where the Bultimorons mot, 8o I just sent him a contents page.
Next thing was a copy of the Club's new formag with a comment that I must be of Scot-
tish descent. Well, this was a fmz, ind I'd promised to exchangs with fmz, so I sent
them un exchange copy of Slunt, "with the compliments of W, Angus MicWillis." Then
came the cleverest move in this diabolical plot---a postcard from Allen Newton saying
among other things that he was surprised to hear I was of Scottish descent; he'd been
thinking of asking me to write an article on sf in Israel. Of course, I took the bait:
I never could resist a joke. Falling into the spirit of the thing with a horribvle
splash, I suggested jocularly, "Why not a series of articles--a sort of Jew's Harp?"
When this fateful postcard arrived in Baltimore Newton must have toured the town
with a loudspeaker van. The whole city was alerted. Action stations were taken up,
Envelopes full of sealed orders were opensd. The well-oiled machinery swung into
action., Within six hours yesterday I received (1) a long effusive latter from Allen
Newton giving me full details of deadlines and wordage requirememts, (2) a gift of a
new pocketbock (Bsyond The End Of Time) from the editor of their fmz, and (3) a very
sincere-scunding letter of thanks from their President about how he'd heard from
Nawton of my offer to contrituto to their fanzine and how nice of me it was to give
up ey time and what a big help it would be to them. And I'11 bet that's only the
start, I tremble *o think of 7hat's to come. For one thing, a copy of the club fmz
anncuitcing me as a reguiar cortrihutor. What am I going to say to all those editors
(including one minor pie) to whom L've pleaded shortage of time! Look, Baltdimore, I'm
a heel. I admit 3%, I also admit I've teen outmanouevred and outwitted and that you
deserve to win, But I'm noi going to take on another column, not for anrthing.
Eicept mayte fllen Nowten's head on a charger,
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RIMIEIRIVEIA

(In the last instalment (CONFUSTON 8) our
heroes were arrssted Y7 the Muw Yorl Tome
igration Officers, all fanctical deviiees
of Ghu., Willis rashly reveala himscl? to
be a worshipper of Roscve, the true faith,
and he and Vick are disarmed anld chained
in the hold of the Immigration Office
launch. They are now boing transgorted to
Ellis Island.)

“Your Immigration Service not only dis-
arms me," says Willis, "it sends me into
transports.n

"Oh shut vp," says ShelVy crossly. "Ghosh
I wish T had a cigarette." Hs paces up and
down the narrow hold, the ball and chain at
each ankle clashing about as he walks and
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making his remarks sound like a f£5tan Kermton vocal arrangement,

"It's a good thing T'u 2 chain smoker,® eayrs Willis, prfiing reflectively at a link
of mild stovel. "B.'le you'vs baen stalking up anc down thare throwing your weights
abrut I have fizuved a wer to get us cut of hero."

"Huw?™ acka Sheily, pulling up hnis rtaiking,

"§e'1L Dore a hole in the aide of the £1ip," explains Willis.,

{176 R N

"hith one 27 my boring articles, of course."” He takes the deally thing out of his
pockst ard preszes it againael the nide of 1o atip. If maXee very littlo lmpieezion,
*Trabtls onlv o b erpuctad,” Snyd Wallie, "I{ had the ewme ¢IT.occ when 3% was I
liehod, Fversens szid 4% nad m puiute nere, we'll try this rery cuviLag ovne 1 wrote
avcut Rues Wotzing.®

This time the article ropilly bores its way through the ship's timbers. In a few
moments it cuts completely through. A torren: of water pours through the hole, rapid-
ly £illing the holé.

"Hopm, " says Willis, "something would appear to have gone wrong. Wonder if I have
anctner article wita a good plug in it?w® .

“Puns!" shriexs £nelVy uysterically, “at a time like this. We are trapped! Trapped,
I tell you, trapped 1ike irape in a trapl"

"Sneak for yourself,” says a passing rat, swimming confidently through the hole.

Y, " says Willis, "I could have sworn that was Fdwin Siglar."

Aoruptly the inrush of weter stope, ard the hold is floodsd instead with liquid
note2 of mwraic, I+ io seme siranga donizen of the deop.

Lanivyr stares ina disbelief, "I aust w-ite to Willy Ley about this,® he says, "I
never sew & rish plsving A harjo Lefrra v

"Don‘t be ridiculousi® sarve the uvnuxnucted visitor, wedging himself further inte
the hole, *Thiv ien't a bsnjo--=ii's a guitan®

"o, that's Jifievent ™ cave SuslVy, “But what are you doing here?®

"I was tho ouly one that escapsd of that band piayingz at the quayside," explains
the strauzer. “We played our very bsst, but we were drowmsd by the cheering crowd."

"You uust have been plaving in the wrong quay,® saye Willis, "But what's your
nare, enad whal do veu want?n

"I'm Ted Eturzeon,™ says the stranger, "and I'd like to help." He proffers a fin,

"foep your {iltar mensy, " szya Willis proudly., "As a true fan I would never accept
movey from sny vile pro--~--" Y stops edruptly as ShelVy kicks him violently on
tne sbin. Thore is a ruitared conversstion in waich the words 'five dollars' can be
heord. Williis ropicdly davides br 2.80. Y

"Cn second theoughts," Lo eaye, "I've decided that since you are not a'filthy huck-
ster we can =ccept your hslp, W2'll sond you to rouse fandom on cur behalf, I'll just
gash ofi a brie” note telling them of our JORISI st

Two Wwurs pass, end Willis is still battering away at the typewriter, ShelVy goes
over 1o rim. YA11 you need to do ie ask for nelp," he complains. "You don't have to
Write & colum sboubt it, And whot's all this about the April 1943 ASF? How will that
ge! u« ol ?rom bakind bars?™

"Weil. it weuid give me a complete file," pouts
Wiliss, "But all right, Thero," he says, tearing
a »ma’l pleco of paper from the roll in the type-
writer srd handing it to Sturgeon, "Go!" He points
drevat ically in the direction of the Oargasso Sea.,
"oli Ferdogpl®

As Ciurgeon wriggles out of the hole and darts
awey, the aca boginas to pour in egain, The water
level in itre hold rises., The ship tekes on a keavy
licst, which 18 chacknd,

“Aa if vhiags waren't bvad erough," groans Shal- O ;%?aTZQ
Vv, ™rey kate vo tak%e atsard the Dea O y Procine % '
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*That 's abeucd,™ crios BLel¥y. "hat's ty stop
the water comiug through buth hnlos??




“Easy,® says Willis. "™W:'ll lebel one hole 'IN' and the other one 'OUT'. Any water
worth its sait will be able to tell the difference."

"I don't think it's just as briney as that," says ShelVy doubtfully,

They are still arguing when the ship grinis to a shuddering stop and cries of
panic are heard from above. The ship is sinking rapidly.

(What has happened to the ship? Will the brave Sturgeon get through with his vital
message to fandom? Will fandom bs able to rescue Willis :nd Vick from the clutches
of the savage hordes of Ghu York? Watch your fanzines for further thrilling inetzal-
ments of this stirring saga. Part III in CONFUSION 9 --Shelby Vick, Box 493,
Lynn Haven, Fla.)

ODDENDA  Ken Potter, whose one-copy mag was reviewed here two months ago, reports
that NEW WORLDS artist Clothier jg painting him a cover, L'audace, tou-
Joirs 1'audace! (Anyone know Bonestoli's address?) Also that his future issues may
be printed. He is goingz into collntoration witn rising London Circle-ite (and first
second-generation fan) Tony Cooper....Voting now under weigh for second International
Fantasy Award. Judges include Boucher, MacComas, Bleiler, Davenport, Derleth, Merrill,
Willis, Carnsll, Gillings, Walsh and Gallet., Prizewinners to be announced at London
Convention May/June. The prize is again to be a table lighter, though why pro authors
should have this urge to light tables is beyond Moesesses"Intergalatic (sic) Public-
ations--high calibar--628 subscribers-~-recipricants--1100 copies=-=-International
Scientifictional Council.™ Are you there, Claude®eeeces. Hey, Bob Silverberg, Manly
Banister used that Gaelic-garlic joke. Write out 500 times 'I must read my Q more
carefully'sesecess s FANS! Good 01d Bob Tucker has asked for bricks for his Fan Hotel
and Hucksters' Hostel, and Taurasi's favourite fan Rich Elsberry has urged fandom to
send him straw eo that he can make his own. But what use are bricks by themselves!?
Tucker needs mortar tool He can dig sand and make water by himself, but he still
needs lime! Forry Acksrman will lend him a Fantasy Foundation if we do our part,
Rally round, fandom! The London Circle is sending him lime juice, but that won't do.
I urge all fans to mail Tucker some lims! Don't wait to put stamps on jt--send it
collect. The need is urgent. Hurry! Sond it by airmail! Mark it Special Delivery!
For the good of fandom, Box 702 must be filled with guick lime!

Fannouneement :
At last!

PROXYBOO PRESENTS

SO OTuN

No fiction! No poetry! No articles! No artwork!

JUST EGOBOO!!

Fans! Do you keep getting fanzines which are Just so much
wagted paper? Are you tired ploughing through dull stuff
about science fiction looking vainly for your own name!?
Subscribe to BOOFUL and be gure of finding it!

The Directors of Proxyboo Ltd., have carried out extensive surveys among their clients.
Preliminary results show that fans prefer egoboo to any other kind of reading matter!
Exhaustive tests revealed that 98% of neofen carry around with them any fanzine in
which their name is mentioned for an average of 3£ days. 68% take it to bed with them.
Among BNFs, 85% were obsorved to fling petulantly to the flecor a fanzine in which they
were not referred to. 537% burst into tears. 1% committed suicide. Proxyboo Ltd., ever
eager to serve their public's slightest wish, havo therefore docidaed to publish a fan-
zine devoted entirely to egoboo. BOOFUL will consist entiroly of enthusiastic and un-
restrained praise of its subscribers, written by experts trained under the persornal
supervision of Rog Phillips. Write immediately for our scale of charges, ranging from

a one line mention to an entire 'appreciation' issue. (Pro author clients apply to our
San Diego Branch.)

————.—-———_-—-——-——————-—-—————————.—.—————

Note: in case the "Willis Discovsrs America" ssrial overflows Harp and Plinth would
interested faneds please mail me firmdead%%?o and publn.dutes if possible. ---WAW



. Bob Silverberg
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Fﬁam DER \JBDDVURK OUI

In their bec 10, '01 issue, Time printed an article about an unnamed member of the
British Interplunctary Socieuy who hud printed up a "British Steller Passport" and
distributed it vo a few friends and colleagues, iWith each ticket went a ticket on the
"Fly.ng Baucer Service" and the eatire affair Wwas done in a deadpan manner which made
it seem completely authentic. The Pine story went on to state that someone gave the
news to a London tabloid who splashed the passport across half a page and many people
took the whole thing seriously. Time also appended a footnote listing some members of
the BIPS, among them "Philosopher #illiam Olaf Stapledon". I took issue with his lisi-
ing,as un active member of the BIPS, and wrote to Time, receiving the following reply;

"Dear lr Silverberg,

You're right. William Olaf Stapledon, ‘whom TIME listed among the "learned
rembers" of the British Interplanetary Society in its Dec 10 story on the group
has already received his passport to space--on Sept.7,1950,as you said. We're
most grateful to you for taxinz the trouble to call this fact to our attention."

(after querying the Stapledon entry, I went on to ask if the unnamed member had
peen Art Clarke, knowing Clarke's reputation as a wug.)

"Arthur C. Clarke, had a hand in the stellar passport joke, but it wasn't he
who thought it up. William Courtency, a memberof the socicty and aviation corres-
pordent for the lLaily Graphic, mode the passports. Clarke was so delighted with
them that he called in the press. ind then the trouble begzan..."
L L] *
Correction: In reviewing Lilith Lorraine's new collection,Wine of Wonder, I was at a
loss for ghe address and, trusting to my ugually reliuble memory, put down an address
which seemed correct. Unfortunately, it was close to tie mar«, but not cdose enough.
The correct address of the publishers of Lilith Lorraine's book is: Book Craft, 606
South Akard St.,Dallas,Texas. The cost:is $2.00, which strikes me as cownright
reasonable for a limited edition of this quality. ~
* * -
wuote from tihe jacket blurd of the first edition 68 Heinlein's "Red Planet";
"Many thrilling adventures come to Jim and Frank, two boy colomhsts, and to
Villis, who is a iartian roundhead. Willis is onec of the rost fascinating
characters we have met--and tiere hasn't bcen a character just like him in
any book. Willis is unique."

= » *

I think the: unique Mr Willis nes already suggested as a fanzine title: "ibdomen:
The Funzine With Guts," but has anyone thougint of "Neuron: The Fanzine with Ner-
ve," or "Bladder: The Galling Fenzine."
»  J L]

Postecript to last issue's note about former hack Nat Schachner, who has turned to
americun history and has won a new reputation in that field: Released thst December
Wwas A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE CONFZDiiaCY (Crown §5) by Lamont Buchanan, veteran
associute editor of Weird Tales who was ziven the gute by WT several years back. If
this mass conversion of ex-stf men to history continues, I shouldn't be surprised to
se6 L. Kon Hubbard emerge from hibernation to do "The Life of Millard Fillmore" or
some such title.

- * -

and they tell the one about the copyboy &n the small Arizona newspaper who wanted to
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see just how many people actually rcad the lcng lists of football scores printed in
tne Sunday paper and inscrted these thrce mythical scores in the list before it weni
to the printer: ‘ :

Texas Laughing Academy 14....eveevseee..The South 7

EleCtorul 24 tuiiveerveneeanesnnnnsases.Shallrise O

Anakeim 6 cectrariatcnatacirrenasserecsass.AZain 3

= * *®

Tafk about artists hgving monodpolies over prozine covers is just idle chatter when
when you're discussing wogers,Jones,and Bergey. Those suys are just transient resi-*
dents when you consider these statistics:

1. Leo iiorey did £very cover on amazing rrom Feb '30 tarough ipr '28, except for one
in 1930 and a seven-month spell in 193%. What's more, lie Gid avery interior pic but
one from august 1951 turouzh pApril 198, s

2. Frank Paul painted every cover oa Wonder Stories from 1929 thnrough 1936, a total
of 80-odd consecutive covers. Bergey's best steak was only 38, broken with the Cct
'51l TWS after six yeers and 27 straight on SS up to the Nov '51 issue, 44 out of 45
on SS.

S. rdoward Brown (no rslation to the Z-D boss) held a stranglehold on 4SF's covers
rrom Dec '¢3 to May '37, 44 in a row. .fter that, he transferred his talents to TWS
and painted covers from sugust '36 throuza Asugust '40, 29 more in a row, -until he

was succeed:d by Eergey, who has don: UO% of the cavers since then.

4. The same Frank Paul who painted more than 80 covers for ‘{fonder Stories, eleven for
Air Vonder and 14 for the (uanrterly without any otiaer artist ever doing a cover for
those mazs, also painted amazing's covers from Apr 26 to June '29, 40 in a, row,

5. Hubert Rogers painted 28 covers in a row on ASF from Apr '40 through June '42;

nilliam Tirmins painted 47 out of 49 covers from 1942 through 1947.
= » *x

4 liust for the fantasy fan's record lidrary: “"Niznt on Bald ifountain," by Mussorgsky
(Victor 45 rpm 49-0722), as orchestrated by Leopold Stokowski for Disney's Fantasia.
anyone t©tho has scen that film will long remember the final sequence sihowing tte aqevil
unfoiding from the top of Bald iMountain and being worshipped by all manner of cerie
things that flood from the town graveyard, only to be dispeiied by tine churchyard
bell. The Victor recording is not the only orne available of this piecce, but is the

best both from a fantasy collector and musical standpoint,
* L g 4 .

While leaving the pust office the other day after mailing a package of mgazines
Australia-ward, I was startled to hear a voice from somewhere in the back of the
post office bellow, "Bob Tucker! Phone call}!"™

I kert on moving toward the door and did not realize the true significance of these
avful werds at once. ily first thought was,"Hey- that's interesting--they've got a
guy witi tlie same name as Tucker working nere." But as I moved out into the strest
suddenly + realized the full import of those four fateful words. The truth is out

at last! Poor Friar Tuck, hLaving been forced into squalor by rising expenses” of fan
publishing, has been forced into living a doubie life, eking a miserable pittance as
a Brcoklyn post office clerk while maintaining a fictitious residence in Illinois.
This residence foes not extend beyond the confines of Box 702. The unfortunate Tuck-
er shows his real starbegotten ‘fa:nish spirit, however, by gamcly carrying oa whrking
for the Chicon and by spending most of hLis poor szlary in bribes for Bea Mahaffey,
Erle Korshak, and others ((Bioch, Korshak, pshbach and Lvans)) who know the Truth.

Perhaps you ask how I can be heartless enough to expose poor Bob after saying that
he has devoted his wages to keeping the secret? My motives are wholly altruistic. I
realize that Bob would not want cash donations, for he has not yet been degraded to
e level of charity. But I think we can do this much for the grand old fan; send
your old prozines to Bob Tucker, Box 702, Bloomington,Ill. (l'm unable to locate his

/4-



Silverberg (2)

Srooklyn sddrees, dbut all ieil is apparently forwarded by his Illinois sohort.) Fan-
dom can do nothing 1o alleviate the sad financial conditioa whichk fanzine publishing
has forced upon Mucker, but we can se3 to it that he is no% deprived of the literat-
ure which has formed his life's blood for fore than twenty years. After reading your
amazing or Planet, wrap it Up and send it to poor old Bob, 7uo, after all, can read
it and then auguent his ricager earnings by selling them to the salvation amy.

(On the levetr - Tucic == your namesake helps to handle the Silverberg maid in the
Brooklyn 13 P.0.)

* % %

New fanzine: Second issue will bs out shortly of TYdull (Bert Eirschhorn and Henry
sbel, 855 Rriverside Dwoive, W.Y. 32 NY) selling for a dime per. This is a dittoed mag
8%111 {as opposed to the halfsized pubs favored by the junior varsity) which shows a
g0od deal of promise. #2 is supposed to coentain a lot of color dittography, and sounds
real nice as described by editor Hirschhorn over the phune. Theso lads will probably
turn tnis into a top-flight mag before aong, and they're starting .early. Send'em a

dimé¢ and see. . % 2

Might as well say, for the benefit of those who have asked, that I will not (due to
clrcumatances beyond my control} be abls to attand the Chicon this year. Those of
you w0 cared to see ms can do so in 1953 if they'll vote for a con soneplace east
of the Mississippi, and the rest of you‘cgn.do the same thing and them move west.,

I should include a plug here for tie 40-page Third Anniversary Issue of Spaceship,
ahich I'm heppy to peddle at 10¢ per copy, but it's not strictly ethical and so [
won't. Back into the Voodvork for ancther four weeks.

--=Bob Silverbery

*‘*lﬂ#.“!t.#ltttt‘##*ﬂt‘lt-“‘v."tl‘l‘t.‘

"I'm getting tears in iy eurs from lying on my back in the bed while I cry over you"
‘*****l#tttt.!!t*!tﬁﬁil v‘t*******#***#****.t‘

“ALl QUIT
OO LING,
FREBEY
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THE MAN WHO CANNOT DIF

sZditor's Note: I have been asked to witihold the name of the author of this story,
The author is a well-known fan who is interested in seeing what the reaction to this
story will be if its readers do not know who wrote it. )) '

I cannot tell this tale from the beginning, for men would not believe that
matters of such strange import could come between fan and fan,.,

And so I begin my story on a sunny afternoon of 1989, at the entrance to the
huge building which the Hydra Club in New York, built after Henry Kuttner died and
left his irmense fortune to fandom at large. abcut the sumptcus built-in bar on thae
steps, where Insurgents were gulping down beer, rezular fans were sipping whisky and
the little neo-fans were slurping chocolate milk through siraws, a crowd of fans is
gathered, discussing the fortiicoriing convention to be held in nochester, Texas, under
the sponsorship of grandmotherly weteran :@omme fan "lMama Bradley", when suddenly a
littla neofan, his propellor-cap awry and his zap gun falling out of its holster in
his haste, rushed up. There were tears in lhis bonny blue eyes and chocolate milk was
dricbling down his bib all over nis Copy of Buck Rogers., His lips trembled as he
gulped "say, fellas, goshwowboyoboy, have you heard the news? Have you heard the news?
It's just terrible! It's Just awful! Aw,gee..." and tears began to dribble down
¢ mix with the chosolate milk,

"Ihere, there, little man,"™ Bob Silverberg said, in a fatherly manner, thinking
of his uvwn twelve children at home, "Don't ery., Tell us what's wrong."

"Bob---Tucker 's---dead /" wept the little fan, "I just heard it on the T-v !
Prominent suthor Dies 12 Bathtub!" He broke dcwn and began tou sob, uncontrcllably,

A few unkind souls frum the cuter reaches of t.e crowd began to laugh, while
the little neofans began reverently tu take off their pr.pellor-trimed caps in a
body. Sam lioskowitz puiled his beard, frowning.

"Who is responsible for this child’'s education?"he asked sternly, while Bob
Silverberg tried vainly to comfort the little fan witn a promise of a Vol.l, o 1
4STOUNLING for his very own. This made the fan stop sobbing, but his lip still tremb-

ding.
_ A tall scholarly gentleman came out of the crowd. He put an arm around the
small neofan and faced Sam hioskowitz shamefacedly. "I'm sorry, Sam, I'm responsible.

I should have told him tnese things, but he scemed so young and innocent...l didn't
believe anything lixe this wouid happen for a few years yet."

"Joe Kennedy," 3am said sternly,"You arc guilty of a severe dereliction of
duty. You should have informed him of thege minor facts of life, By failing to do so,
you may have caused him gsevere shock and traumatic experiences. The offense is worthy
of public admonition, and I fear it is my duty to report it to the Laney Council For
Preserving the Standards o Fandom, " .

Jo2 guailed in his tracks but he was brave."Do your cduty, O Moskowitz," he
said valiantly,

"You are hereby deprived of the privelecge of guarding this innocent fan, and
he shall be"turned over to another. My Silveivars, you nhave children of your own.
'ake this child away and tell him the facts of Llife,"

"Come along. souny," said Bob and he led tue sobbing little fan away.
x L *
At the hangout of the Outlanders, in South Gate, California, a neofan was make
ing a speech when a bulletin was handed to him by a telegraph boy. He ripped it open,
read it, thon gusped with shock, /6 (c.o.)



AFellow Outlanders, " he said with dismay,"I have just received a very sad bullet-
in., Bob Tucker has just died, I--I suzsest we observe two minutes of silence in re-
spect to the memory of this great writer."

He opened his mouth in dismayed amazement as the entire crowd burst into wild laugh

ter,
* % %

svery major fanclub in the country sent a delegation to Bloomington on the day of
the "funeral". a few neofan clubs were sincere; but most had come to deride. After
all, tuey thouszht, four such hoaxes was too much. Bob was showing very poor taste in
carrying the joke this far.

lhe coffin, as it lay in the parlor of &he funeral home, was the scene of all

Kinds of ironic.horseplay. Someone laid a wreath of sLunk cabbage in the pall., A pro-
cession of fans carrying onions and shedding tears ceremoniously laid their zap-guns
in a pile at his feet, and when the body was born through the streets, it was follow-
ed by a parade of yelling, hooting fans., Beer, whisky and chocolate milk flowed like
cil in lexas. And an auction of the "dead man's"™ was held over the grave, That, they
felt, would teach hime to try to fool fandom with such childish tricks. As the coffin
was lowered into the grave, a salute of a hundred zap-guns was fired.

The convention that year was a big failure, as most fans had spent their convention
funds to travel tu the Big Funeral, and only fifty fans showed up.However, as Mama
Bradley had been at the Funeral too, she didn't care much about the convention fail-
ure. 3ut the 3iz Tucker Funeral was talked about in fanzines for two years, and they
all waited impatiently for Qucker's corments to show up. they all expected that he
vwould fool them by acknowliedzing the hoax in some small pindirg neo-fan's fanzine, so
4 number of the fieofen .ot rich on subscriptions to their inferior crudzines and were
able to buy new automatic mimeos. Then that fad died but @uandry, Slant, and the re-
vived Nekromantikon went on znd on and on,

almost five years after the Biz Funcral, an article appeared by tne Venerzble Kedd
Boggs, one of his usual cynical writings, iu the Hovember, 1994 FAPA mailing, entitl-
ed IS TUCKER REALLY DEAD?, He had the insolence to suzzest that after all, even Tucker
must die sometime and that five years was too iong to wait for a dead man to come to
life. He even suzgested that delayed respect should be shown to the fan, for after
all, no more new i'ucker booizs had come out, there had been no issue of Fantasy Jackass
or SFNL and all the mail sent to Bob's address was returned marked "Degeased".

The results of that FAPA feud are still rocking fandom. Liama Bradley sided hal f-
heartadly with Hedd, and curiously enough do did Fran Laney who was getting mild in
his extreme senility. But the current crop of "new blood"felt that these oldtimers
were simply Jealous of the miraculous success of the noax, wishing they'd thought of
it. 4s a result a brand-new Insurgent group was started by little Joey Kennedy, aided
Iy young Scotty Drwmmond and Gil Austin. Michael Slater and Stevie Bradley Jr sided
with their parents, and ues Cole s oldest girl almost was thrown out of the Elves,Gnome
and Little lien because she wrotean article suggesting tlat the post office might reall
believe that Tucker was dead. and the rest is history. sveryone knows of the feuds
that have racked fandom Tor the last years. and the TLO is so much a part of fandom
that everyone knows it stands for Tucker Lives Cn,

I have writien this story to tell the truth of the New Findings in the Field of Im-
mortality. I tell you, there is no truth in the rumor that Redd Boggs ordered an ox=
cavation and proved by dental wocrk that the skeleton was really that of Tucker. jjow as
the 2lst Century is at hand thers is no room for doubt., TUCKEX LIVES ON!He will always
live. Beyond all doubt, he will appear at the 2000 €on.Ten years after the Big Funeral
I say it, TUCKER CANNCT DIE!i{e lives, somewhere, waiting to come forth and reclaim his
world answ. Iafla! Hoy Ping Pong Immortal. Send today for your Free Sealed Book of the
Tucker Mystery. You too can take part in FANDOM IMMORTAL! And I adjure all mrot to be-
lieve the ones who say they have seen Tucker's ghost. A

Shucks, nobody believes in ghosts, nowadays.



Clanade Hall

4 THE ENDOF DRIPPING SPRINGS
"hero's going %u be a hanging tonite,Slim." I said, as I rode up on my horss,
"Yeah, Who?"

"0ld Ben Conners from over at Dripping Springs."

"Gosh: No kidding?“'Slim said, amized. Miyhy?"

"irong kin folks."

"Honest injun?"

"Silly, no injun was cever honest,."

"Oh:!" Slim said 2ully.

"Yepl Wrong kinfolks. That's what Gone him Tnatt

"low's that?"

"His third cousin's boy by his fifth wife's urcles's mother put in a bid for Drip-
ping Springs next year at that durn fonl convauticn held by thise scientificinatic
monsiers over in Lousiana last Sept." after that speech I had to lean back in my saddl:
and caich my breath,

"ihy are they going to hang him for that? T'weren't his fault.”

"Yeah! I know, poor soul. But he deserves it."

"How so?" Slim asked.

"Stands to reason, you durn fool, If he'd never been born then there viouldn't be
any one for his third cousin's boy by his fifth wife's uncleds mother to be iin to.

SO ben wouldn't be no kin to so his cousin who wouldn't be his cousin couldn't vote
for Dripping Springs in '52,"

"Yeah. Stands to reason." Slim said,” But I can't see why they'te gonna hang him
now, After all, They didn't vote for Dripping Springs in '52."

"But hbs sousin will probably 80 to the con next year and his bid might be voted or

"Oh!" Siim stated, as if nhe understood,

"Let's ride over to uripping Springs and see if they've got the grave dug yet °
Climb on my trusty steed, Kitnolemystemic."

"Wwhat! This is a name for a horse?"

"Shihhhh---. Jot so loud. I've been telling her she's a motor scooter to save on
feed bills. She doesn't like #asoline sc I save money all the way around,"

"sut how does she stay so fat?" Slim questioned.

"She's not fat., She's just bloated from all the hot air around here,"

Twenty minutes and three miles laterwa rode up. "Look!" I exclaimed, pointing to
the springs. "They're going dry!" :

“Yeah. Now Dripping Springs is Just a Lropping Springs. The thought of a s-f con-
vention scared them dry."

"Well, I guess the hangin's off,"™I said, disappointedly.

"What? After all this trouble!"

"Yeah. liow we'll have to change the town's name to Dropping Springs. So-—."

"50m==?"

"So, all those durn fool scienthifinatic fools couldn't find it anyway."I answered,
"And ir they can't find it, they can't raid our hotel, change its one room to 770 and
piay pokar 3all night long."

Slim meditated this, then said suddenly, . "I know how we can win the war, "

"bot!" I asked, "How?"

"ie'll send a map of Russia to Quandry., dverybogy'll see it. Only we'll change Nouw-
covi--con-deloney to Dripping Springs and Stalin will g0 crazy trying to keep up with
lMmax Keasler and Bob '“ucker and the rest of those goons all at the same time., "

"Slim,you're a wonder." I said, with my nat in my hands in reverance of Joe Stalin.

"Yeah, I know" he said, "I'm Ben Connor's boy by his fifth wife's uncle!s mother's
nephew's sister-in-law's grandson."

"Oh,"l said, "But I don't get it!"

"Neither do a lot of people," -——Claude Hall.
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Thi® note is quoted in its entirity:
Jim Harmon 427 Last 8th Sy st. Carmel, Ill.

Dear liss Hoffman: I see that I am not gooda enough to appear in the hallowed pages
of Quandry, am only a fit subject for aneering nasty remarks from a big name fan like
Willis. I guess that's how things are when you are sick and poor ... and forgotten

+ee to0o ill to stand the strenuous and tedious work of fan publishing and writing
reams of copy and too poor to afford all those supplies and postage. One thing you
can't accuse some fans of is-being afraid to hit a man when he's down or of hawing an
anoying spark of human decencey,
Sincerely,
Jim Harmon.
(Some time g0 Jim submitted a bit of fiction to Q which was not published. That was

the only material he has submitted to this magazine....yed))
BOT"v_'v|'v|nu||rt|cuorfrct'crtcttott;ttorlttt

Robert Bloch

Dear Shirley;

As an old vampire, I want to say something right off the bat.

l.ﬁﬂ not writing this letter_EQ stir Up any controversy!

I azree with your editorial hole-headedly...whatever we do, we must avoid
taking issues (except of QUANDRY, naturally),

However, a circumstance has arisén, removed its hat, bowed politely and de-
serves to be recognized. '

I refer, of course, to a letter printed .n the last § from Tucker. Tucker's
propoeal, you may recall, is to have every fan mnil a brick to the convention cormittee
1. Chicsgo, for the purpose of building a hctel for fandom,

Now I don't question the worth of this idea for a minute. It's practical and
it's sensible...and Judsing from the many personal reactions I've hed from fans for
years, they've all gou plenty of bricks to spare, Soume of them may be a little short
on marbles, but bricks they have aplenty, and cast them with impunity.

But I say tiiis -= Tucker hasn't gone far enough. ((Some folks say he's gone
too far.)) He hasn't carried this icdea to its logical and obwious conclusion,

I would therefora likze to amend his su:gestion an follows; Every year consid-
erable time is wasted at Conventions by the puerile practise of holding so-called "sess-
ions? Actually, some of these "sessions™ serve a worthy purpose -- because they afford
ail opporiunity to introduce Tucker, Korshak, kshbach, nvans, and Bloch -- but aside
from that, Loo many of them are time-wasting and detract from the real business of a
Convention, which is to hold partics in 770 while somebody crouches in the bathroom,
looks through thne «eyhole, and maikes notes on the Jroceedings (the proceedirgs outside
the bathroom, that is. Genorally, anyhow) .

Now, to those of you who are still following me (including the native bearers)
I want to emphasize that my proposal, if adopted, will (excuse the expression) climingte
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at least ONZI of those tiresome, troublesome sessions and leave that ruch more time for
filling up paper bags with water--provided, of course, that thc note-taker in the
washroom will let someone in to use the hot-wyter tap.

The session to be cut out will be the long, tiresome wrangling one where they de-
cide iHErE 0 HOLD T:L NeXT CONVENTION.

(1 can see that most logical, thinking fans are already way aunead of mec, now. That's
zood. I nope they stay there. uLet's you and I crouch down here in the bushes until
they are out of sight, and then I'll go on with my plan.)

As 1 was saying, we can elim%nate the need for choosing a new Convention City each
year by mercly extending Tucker s plan. Namely, and to wit:

Why stop with building a hotel?

Why not have the fans scnd in cnough briciks to BUILLD A CONVENTION CITY?

Ygs, why let a few cxtra bricks stand in the way uf progress? A COMPLLTE CITY is
the only answer to future fan conventions. I have in mind a central location, some-
wnere in an arca easily triangulated by Bloomington, B:lfast, and Savannah. It can
be laid out and designed by fan artists to inculde all of the necessary convention
conveniences--a bar, a bus-station, a bar, a railroud teminal, a bar, a airport, a
bar, a large newsstand.catering to sf magazines, a bar, a newspaper.to print procecod-
ings, a bar, a burlesque show, a bar, and of course a fine C. nventlon hotel. (kiicmo;
Don't forget to build a bar in the hotol!)

The details I lcave to other hands. But I think it can be done, suould be done;
must be dons. at any rate, I know that I am,

noping you are the same,
[E;bart Bloch

{(On the other hand...))
Unknown author Some stregt or another Somewhere

COUNTERATTACK!?

Once more the annual convention thme is coming again. And once more we have the
insidious profiteers amongst us. That fan so low, that he would attempt to make a
profit from a poor,unsuspecting fandom. Already the vultures are in our midst! kight
now, one of these profiteers, living in the city of B.oomington,Ill.and posing under
the thin psuedomym of Tucker Research Inc., is carrying on a canpaign to get fans to
send him free oricks so that he can build a hotel,

Whi?

TAt Pirst glande his seemingly innocent scheme might secem perfectly all right.
The bricks will be used to build a hotel where wayward fans in Chicage can stay dur-
ing the convention-.-free!l

But what of after the convention?

Han{ That is werc this craity operator comes into his own. After the convention
is over he will own the hotely-lock,stock and barrel, and will undoubtelly reap tre-
rendous profits,

L¥e we going to let him get away with th*w?

Tol Tuis cad and bounder rust be tahght a lasting lesson so that no more will he
try to immose his will on a defenseless fandom. Tucker Pesearch,lnc.(Apsuedonym) must
be chaslised,

T35 IS NO GAR! lMake three copies of this letter and mail it to three of ypur
~ fan friends. Each of thuse in turn must do the same, anl r=qucst their friends to do

likzewise. Then mail one small bale of straw to Tucker EFezearch,Inc. care of the
convention cormittee. '

Let Tucker make his own bricks.!

However, 1 rust warn all fans to mage it an extremely small bale of straw, This
man is a screwd operator anc if he receives too much straw he will undoubtably throw
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Unknown auther (2)

over tne notel idea in favor of staiting a stahle. and that would be the last straw,
Help fandom quell the rebellion! Lail some straw!
And now to less pleasant problems...

Edward Wood, one of the joat reasonable persons we've ever dealt with, has forgiven
us a couple of snide remarks we should never ihave made, and has very kindly consented
to let our words in the las*t issue about futils feuds put a finish to that pointless
discussion. e offer sincere tnenks,and apologies for snide and unfair remarks,

Ken Beile, on the other hand, has asked for the opportunity to say a few last words.
In the name of fairness we have consented space, tho we begrudge it. Herewith his
words. Please do not write to us to reply to Ken, ---1h

Ken BeAle 115 E. iiosholu Pkwy, Bronx 67, N.Y.

Tu the readers and editor of Quondry,

I must confess, I Was surnrised by the reception given hy letter in Q#l7.It was
Written, nct with the jintention of startinz a dicpute among those not in a position
to officially confirm or deny it, but rather to bring certain matters out into the
open. I do not relish the position of central figure in a fan feud, nor that of the
prophet ¢rying "Dooa!" nat the feast. Thercfors, I feel that I should make known the
following factss Quandry columnist 50b Silverbderg, and fans lorton D, Paley, Alan H
Pésetsky and Joel Lricnan, as well as two prcfessionals I do not chBose to name here,
all were at the Philcon 2zd heard Korskak moke precisaly the statement attributed to
him. My association with newsisngs has msde me very cautious indeed about printing re-
ports or rumors unlaboiled as suck, 2na you ray rest assured that I would fnt have te-
ported the statement if I had roc bheard it frem several sources—-and reliable ones.

The same applies to tae other stateients in my letter, with the possible cexception
of ",..having several evonts going at once(at the Chicon),one for ths fans, one for
ti:z outsiders,etc...parviticning us off from the rest..." On this I was not called,
but I would like to state that all my sources did not agreec on the interpretation of
the scveral-events-at-once scheme (tho the scheme itsclf is. definitely part of te
program)and that it is possible that on this point they may have been wrong. But it
was they who jumped to conclusions, not I. In other words, I did not knowingly dis-
tcrt facts, snread rumors, or attempt to start a rumor campaign against Chicago, all
my statements were those of Korshak himself, My intention was to bring these things
out into the light now, as they would eventually be brought anyhow, If there are cers-
ain itvems on the Chicon program which cannot stand the glaring light of truih then t
there is something radically wrong with that program,

In conclusion, I will say that this is the last on thLis bubject you will find in g
from me. I refer those interested in currying the matter further to my address above
and to the third issue of my own publication,Beware. - KEN. BE

((The above-mentioned unknown author has been identified gs uich Llsberry, noted
fan, columnist, writer, critic, struwm-farmer. The addrossis some street in Minneapolis'

WHY was the nuame Hugo Gernsback mentioned on the Boy & Ray show on radio
on the ovening of ipril 261h?
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