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Yes, you figured it out, this is PAGE' 1 of RENE 69,
Volume 10, #8, Fall 1982. It?s the LETTERS ISSUE,
edited by Karen Trego, 2020 Park Av S, Mpls 55404,
RUNE is published by the Minnesota Science Fictien
Society, P.0.B. 2128 Loop Station, Mpls MN 55404.
© 1982 by the Minnesota Stience Fiction Society;
all rights revert to the contributors upon publi-
cation, whether they want them or not.

A few art mis-attributions in RUNE 64. Pages 53 &
51, were by Todd Bake. Pg 58 was really Jim Young.
Rich Larson co-produced IN SEARCH OF ROCK N ROLL.
Pg '8 1st was in TELOS 2 & is by Charity Cleebers,
Richard Bruning didn*t do pg 53. Sorry.’ o

None of this art was signed, and we're not such -
good guessers as we thought. If you want your

name on your art, put it there. This issuefs art
credits should be on the inside pack page....»



My my, how time does fly, Here it is RUNE
69 already: The All New Pretty Much Typograph-
ically Correct Hune. Once again the only person
stupid enough to edit the letters is me, Karen
Trego, but I'm bound to wise up sooner or later,

Ground Rules: Comments within the text of a
letter are bracketed by double parentheses
((1like this)). Unsigned comments are by me.
Signed comments are probably be whomever they're
attributed to: Stever (David Stever), John
(Ba.rbelt), Joe (Wesson) or Garth (Dam.elsen)

Letters of comment can be sent to the P.
0. Box (RUNE, P.0.Box 2128, Loop Station,
Mpls 55402) or to the individual editors s
whose addresses you can look up if you're
really interested.

‘ Today is New Year's Day. Here's the first
r"let.ter, from. SR R IS SRELE O

CARDL. mmr 1828 Kenwoad Parkway -
-Mpls- 55405 _11/4f81 & thereafter
Dear John,: Dq.vid, et. a.l., - L
. “Tinme, I gubss; for: a.;M ;;dﬁe?)é?;;;ﬁ ;{:21;.{2 :
totfhe-newmes\toaa
Af HAAEEIAL TAALIAAT.T Liko 183 Wind you, .

your individual and synthesized senses of hu=
mo¥’ deni¥t’ coincide with mine, but its a'well - -
known - fact, &hat I tiave no sense’ of humor any-
way .. .And your grAph;Lc sense doesni't coincide
with mine, bzt thatts merely a matter of taste. E
(L Vdth Eobt %## AL FHA VA VL LRALALY

My editorial: eye (professional and fannish).
sometimes ‘pained by the typos-and: the syn- . - .
tact:.ca.l and grammat:.cal ermrs, as: well as






by the occasional unfortunate stylistic choices,
But these are quibbles ——- quibbles, I say, '
gentlemen (and gentlewoman, among the "et al."),
and those who maintain that such things are
more than that are taking both themselves and
RUNE far, far too seriously,

((Carol, you may have no sense of humor,
but I think you're a doll.))

Was the Pelton/Kemnedy RUNE bland"? Evi-
dently, by some people's standards, it was.,

But the locals who talked to us —- and Lee &

T always felt that our first duty was to the
people who were financing the thing and whom
it represented -~ told us they liked it. Though
we never got as much local comment as we would
have liked, what we got was at all times over-
whelmingly favorable,

Ts the new RUNE Yoffensive"? Again, evi-
dently, by some peoplets standards, it is. You
have an Madvantage" (Ifm sure it doesn't al-
ways seem like onel) over Lee and me, however
~- local fans, both those who like your RUNE
and those who dontt are telling you about itl
You're getting more feedback than we ever did.

This may simply be due to the fact that
noffensiveness” -incites people to action, while

_"plandness 1lulls them into apathy. Or it may
be that those who liked the old RUNE and dis-
like the new one are the kind of people who
are quicker to criticize than to praise, and
that those who disliked the old RUNE and like
the new one are the kind who are quicker to
praise than to criticize. Or it may be that the
algae in the Minneapolis water has rotted
peoplets brains over the past year. Who knows?

In any case, the way a zine is perceived -
to be at its beginning is often the way it
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continues, because contributors send in the
kind of work they think fits the editorial per-
sonality they have perceived, If the old RUNE
was bland, it was so in part because that?s the
material we received. o

We rejected some written material on the
basis of its being poorly written, and it hap-
pened also to be potentially offensive to our
audience; and we rejected some art on the basis
of its being poorly drawn, and it happened also
to be potentially offensive to our audience,
But I can remember only one instance in which
the initial editorial response -~ and it was
mine, not Leefs -~ was, "This is going to offend
our audience; letts not use it," Lee talked me
into reconsidering the piece; and I realized
that I also didn't think it was funny, which it
was intended to be. It was rejected; but Lee
has, I believe, used it in his own fanzine
PRIVATE HEAT.

’ RUNE 64 is a pretty good fanzine, but since
I'm reviewing fanzines for THIS OLD HOUSE, I
think I'1l save my comments for my colum
there, Even I get bored with my own repetition.
Those who have recently been citing my fanzine
reviews as Perfect Examples of What?s Wrong
With Fangine Reviewing will be pleased to know
I will continue to provide something to point to,

The one thing in RUNE 6/ that I want to
comment on is the numerous references to "pol-
itically correct.”™ It seems to me that the
phrase implies that there is an Official Minn-
stf Party Line which RUNES 62 and 63 were un-
faithful to., If such exists, no one has ever
told me about it in my three years on the club's
Board of Directors, I know that some members of
Minn-STF didn*t feel that RUNEs 63 and 62 were

representative of Mimn-STF as they perceived

$
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it., But I think that no one memberts opinion is
of any greater weight than any other memberts
opinion; and since no one has taken a vote on
that is or isntt "politically correct" (and I
eertainly hope that no one ever does), indive
idual opinions are still just individual opine
ions, Whoever came up with the fpolitically
correct® idea might be taking the whole thing
more seriously than it deserves to be taken =
which is one thing I would pot expect your edi-
~ torial team to do. :
Good luck. You knew the job was dangerous
. when you took it. - '
' Carol -
((Gee, Carol, I think youire taking our joke
(politically correct) too seriously--John))
(?I*d like to think that we are gtirring people
rather than being "controversial®™ per se, Itts
a matter of what you have to do to get people
to respond, I like getting mail, As to our
tastes, my tastes will always be wider than
they are perceived to be -~ you'd be surprised
‘at the wide range of topies that interest me,
and I dontt doubt that my co-editors are the
same,~-Stever))

11113111313331313331131.1)

TONY CVETKO, 20750 Colwell, #1
Farmington Hills, MI 48024  11/10/g1
Dear Boys: _

You should feel proud, this is the first
letter Ifve written to a fanzine in about 4
years or so, Hell, I don't even respond to SKUG
or SPACE JUNK, the two best fanzines in the en=-
tire history of fandom for the last couple of
years, I don't particularly want to go into
details about the contents of RUNE 64 itself

8
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(I may be writing letters again, but I don't
want to be a fanatic about it), bubt I thought
Ivd let you know I appreciate what you're doing,

RUNE is interesting once again, and the
letter colums reflect that all too well, I
also notice you guys are not making MNstff as
a whole very happy. That I dontt understand, I
just hope you can withstand the opposition for
a while longer. Face it, The old RUNE was dull,
You guys, however, have made it readable again,
I dontt live in Minneapolis, and I don®t give
two shits about Minneapolis fannish news, ac-
tivities and politics. RUNE imposes itself on
me by arriving in my mailbox and by doing so
suggests that the contents will be well worth
my time, The old RUNE was a clubzine and always
found itself absorbing used coffee grounds in
my trashcan shortly after it arrived, Clubzines
by nature eater to the lowest common denomina-
tor — they don't offend, they dontt stimulate,
I want RUNE to be a readable, interesting fan-
zine reflecting the editors behind it, not
another dull self-oriented clubzine wasting =
good space in my trash, ; S

Please keep me on the mailing list, at
least until the jerks wrest control from you &
make RUNE bland again, . -

Signed, '
: Tony

({(Well, there you have it, two opinions. Opinions
arenit right or wrong, theyfre agreeable or dis-
agreeable, I tend to agree with Tony, but then,
T work here, When the RUNE editors gather for
‘one of their frequentiand fun—fun-fun meetings,
I always argue from the point of view that
Someone Else is Paying For It: sorry, Tony, but
it is a-clubzine, I'also like to remind people

10
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that, although MN-Stf administers the money,
it comes from the people who attend. M;Lm.con,
~ and that includes you.))

((Stever says: At least we got you up. off
your middle class duff, Re: some MN-Stfersy.
unhappiness with us: They donft make us very
happy either, but that's life, eh"))

222222222222222222222

AMY HARLIB, 212 W 22nd St, apt 2N
NY, NY 10011 12/20/31
Dea.r Jahn,

Just to tell you that Ifve been en,}oying
the NEW RUNE -~ seeing it trying to be contro-
versial, "punk", stimulating, faanish, silly,
fun, even occasionally sercon, I love it,

Hated/loved the cover on #62 — techm.cally
beautifully drawn but hideous in subject, Great
humorous covers on #63 & 6L. Great humor in
general -- A Hugo for Ken Fletcherit

Espec:.ally enjoy the articles on SF & the
reviews ~— in that I am hopelessly sercon. How
ever I think articles on rock 'n? roll DO NOT
belong in an SF fanzine -~ besides I personally
dislike rock & resent space being taken up on it,

Keep up the good work and I?1l always appre-
ciate RUNE. (This was a POC).

Sincerely,
' . Amy Harlib

((Stever says: Huzzah)) -
((John says: Well, some people like rock nt
roll, and some don't I guess))
((I personally adore rock, I think Sandinista
is the best original music since the Beatles,
and am fascinated by the intense interest in
contemporary music shown in many fanzines,
. I think the sex~-drugs-rock & roll connection
should be extended to include SF,))
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GARY DEINDORFER, 447 Bellevue Ave., #9B

Trenton, NJ 08618, Obscuria (a very minor
continent in the southern oceans)

Dear RUNE---

Always good to see RUNE, It isn't really
extraordinarily good, but it?s fresh and fun,
and a better read than many of the fanzines I
get these days. Though I agree with what a few
savants have said lately, that there seems to
be a revival of fanzine fannishness under way.
It is nice to think so anyway.

It may well be that the new RUNE is polit-
ically correct, but by whose standards? Ronald
Reagan?s? Che Guevaraf?s? ((We donft know our-
selves -- that's what makes being politically
correct so difficult, y'see--Stever))

The editorials don't spark comment on my
part except for Jack Kerouac's insanity plea.
It is good to hear from Jack twice in two is-
sues, 1 agree with what he says. Just hope you
won't get too self congratulatory, for that
breeds complacency, and compacency breeds child-
ren of Republicans, ({Is that how it works?--
Stever) )

Jeanne Gomoll makes sense, If I have a
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dream about a unicorn.chasing a giant donut
through a tunnel, should I tell Dr, Freud a~-
bout it? ((Sugared or plain?--Stever))

David Stever almost gives me the impetus
to check out some of the Vance. Of all the sf
stories I have read, the one that sticks es-
pecially vivid in my mind is Vance?'s "The Men
Return®, where the law of physics. change arbi-
traily and unpredictably. I also loved BIG
PLANET when I read it a long time ago. David
seems to give a good Vance overview in this
article, C L :

Good to read Don DtAmmassa in a light anec-
dotal mood. He is a good writer, ' ,

Joe Wesson makes sensé in his or on his
page. Of course, one ish?t always in a frivo=-
lous mood, Sometimes one even gets tired of
being unparametered and gladly assumes a formal
limit or two te one's -

writing. ((Sorry, I was being unperimetered,

not unparametered,)) ;

The review of Benford®s TIMESCAPE makes it
sound good. That?s one I must read. ((Right.))

Luke McGuff seemis to be ‘getting into the
swing of things in the third installment of
his colwm, He is easier to understand than in
the 1st installment, hedging his bets less than
in the 2nd installment, He seems to be flexing
his muscles a little, as though he realizes he
can be more outspoken than he thought & the sky
wontt fall on him, ((Stever again--Gary, meet
Ted White, Ted, Gary, Ted doesntt like Lukefs
reviews.)) '

Larry Becker demongtrates an adventurous
sense of visual and written humor in his 2 page
comic strip. It has numerous little felicities
of detail. It is rich with ideas. It is clever
.and formally advanced. It?s quite an achieve-
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ment, really. Even though some of the quips go
over my head, I would like to meet the person
who can say he understands every single touch
of it. I doubt that even Becker does. (Youfre
right. Though the Beck?s was the sole signature
and your editors attribted it solely to him,
IN SEARCH OF ROCK AND ROLL was co=-authored by

~ the also talented RICH LARSON##*HERE®S HIS
NAME#*%SORRY RICH. I gotta admit, even if it
were written by Ronald Reagan, it would still
be great. "Leper with a head.cold" has gotten
me onto many a crowded elevator.))

Rob Chilson mskes good sense with his loe,
Very intelligent observations,

Darrow Woods has a distinctive~um writing
style. What he says about a character bouncing
between hero and anti-hero polarities sounds
truth fraught. One worthy thing is to try to
be true to yourself and listen as little as
possible to the bullying voice of the mob.It?s
not easy. But it?s worth the effort to try to
be true to yourself, otherwise you are always
caving in to the will of the mob, and the mob
is always wrong. _ :

- Art comments: cover is nice Fletcher but
maybe net great Fletcher. Grantts double bar-
relled pig gets the issue off to a romping
start, The fat boy or girl suiciding from the
window is not your usual sort of thing, refer-
ing to the Hanke-Woods creation. ((Boy or girl?
I assumed it was a girl; my consclousness must
still need some raising.)) Delmontets Jane is
luscious. Makes Bo Derek look like nothing by
comparison, Jerry Collins! strip at the top of
p.26 is cute and clever, I don?t usually go
for cute but since itfs clever too it redeems
the cuteness., His carti.n on p.50 is a nice

8
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playing with assumptions about who's in the
drawing and who's reading the drawing. Snappy
stuff! ((Looks like the Ganarfs will be a cone
tinuing feature of the New Rune, as long as
Jerry keeps sending them, Here's another---))
"Rastaman Rabbit" is a strip series that is
fraught with satirical potential.,

Had fun reading this issue, But please dontt
get too self-congratulatory. It's good, but it

could_be better.... Still politically inept,
. Gary

((I've agreed with your last paragraph. I hope
this (these) is (are) better (betters?) ))
((stever says: I just hope we don?t bore our-
selves, because if we do, it's a fair assump~
tion that we're boring the audience, too, Ev~
erybody, send us material, Shoot for the sky))

ll l' £| !*h ll Zl Z' l‘| ll ll l’,l Zl ll z’l l‘ ll £| l‘l‘

"BURT LIBE, P.0.Box 1196
Los Altos, CA 94022 11/21/81

RUNE 64 arrived 11/17/81. When one becomes the
target of negative selective editing, it's time
to pass, Prejudicial editing becomes a danger--
ous practice when it's carried to absurd ex-
tremes, Yellow journalists of the 30%s had a
field day with it, McCarthy employed it. 60
Minutes uses it; and the new RUNE staff is
learning quickly. Keep going, kids (JB & DS),
You're quickly gaining skills in the art of
Dirty Tricks and amateur muckraking., You must
have taken excessive license in twisting my
friend Ben?s words: he was asking how to get
off your mailing list., Unfortunately, you peo=-
ple exemplify the most commonly-voiced com-
plaint about fans and fandom: intelligence
without intergrity, Burt Libe

20)
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((Frankly, I'm not sure what you're talking
about, tho I agree with you about 60 Minutes,
Ben Indick?s letter in the last ish was printed
in its entirety.))

((Stever says: We wanted to return a copy of
your redi-letter, but our editorial crayon
won't make carbon copies very well, Yellow
journalism? Sorry babe, but editors edit.))
555555555555555555555

‘TARAL WAYNE, 1812-415 Willowdale Ave,
Willowdale, ONT M2N 5B/, Canada

Guys,

I was going to write a loc on the last RUNE,
honestly, but something came over me. Lassitude,
apathy, gafia, call it what you will, but the
spirit left me. I wanbed to commisserate with
you ot the adamantine neanderthalishness of fan-
nish visual sensibilities. You know that it®s
matched with an equal retrogression along musi-
cal lines? How many fans can you count who be-
come physically ill if they hear an electric
guitar, and listen to nothing but Buck Coulson
filking himself into alpha-wave tranquility?
((I dentt know, I dontt hang out with them.))
Among fans who advanced with the 60%s with the
Dead and the Beatles and the Airplane, how many
of them stalled there and never advanced to the
Talking Heads? Too many. Fandom used to be a
minor eddy in the avante garde but is now march-
ing resolutely backward, arm in arm with the
moral majority. '

({I hope the Deadheads here don't get mad,
but I agree with you-~Stever)) ((So do I, but
Stever, the Deadheads I lmow also like the T,
Heads. The Fave Rave bands around my house also
inelude the Clash, the Stranglers, the Neville
Bros,, Devo & the Psycheldic Furs (the last 2
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courtesy of Garth). Also Rockpile in their
various incarnations, But the Beatles & Eric
Clapton still head my list. So what if some

fans never heard of any of these guys? Lots

of the folks in Mpls have, And I keep reading
about rock stars who read sf -~ they go to-
get.her naturally. @hne I almost forgot Elvis

‘ Gaaltlahaaleen, Costello))
Taral

666666666666666666666

SIMBA LEE BLOOD, 2531 1lth Ave, South
Mpls, MN 55404 1/1/82 12:30 am
Dear Rude Editors: =~ -
You really fucked up the last issue, Not
one thing offended me at all, And you throw real
borlng parties, Stever. Really Shape up or It11
leave my rubber gloves at home next Tuesday.
Kisses,
Simba Lee Blood
((Stever says: Well, what can I say, Simba,
You can't be hot every time, as we well know))

TV

LARRY BECKER, 3557 26th Ave. South
Mpls, MN 12/18/81
Rubberdubbers~-

John Bartelt really must be a failure as a
cogent homo sapiens to do a guilt trip like the
one he tried to cop out with in the last RUNE,
Everyone who was a friend that John apclogized
for knowing should rip his lungs out through -
his nose. ((Stever says: Lungs-through-nose,
eh? You studied under the ancient Egyptian mas~
ters, tearing brains out through the nose?))

Karen Trego did a great job with the letters,
Being a opinionless I-get~it-in-the-mail-I-must-
- be=a=good=? journalistt-and-not—call-the-sender-
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a-fuckhead editor is a real bother, a non-cost-
effective shtick that we've seen the better of,
like no more collarless shirts. ((Not so hard
when youtre wonderful. And I'd rather call peo-
ple fuckheads in person, But I'm not afraid to
tell the world that your semi-coherent letter
was written in my living room after youtd im-
bibed several beers, so there, You must have
quite a middle-class sense of shame yourself
to see John's editorial like that. After all,
Johnts friends do pride themselves on bein
obnoxious, You know Joe Wesson, donft you?§)
Steverts "I Am Joe's Landlord" was a con-

cept Jjoke not diverting far enough from reality
to be really knee~slapping. Good of a kind.
(See: RUNE 65 cover). ((I have, & it?s great))

- Garth Danielson's personality pervades, HE
can do no wrong, brethren. Follow him, '

Eat me, '
The Beck

((John says: Even after talking to Larry, I
don?t completely understand his assessment of
my editorial. But that's OK. I'd be more wor-
ried if I understood him all the time.))

g88288268868888888838

DIANE E. DUANE, 18520 Prairie, #20
Northridge, CA 91324  11/9/81
Dear John,

(Hell, this is the lst time I've ever writ-.
ten a Dear John lettert)

What a strange zine youire editing. It nev-
er fails to pleasantly shake up my mailbox
- (which these days seems to be producing too many
junk mailings from my peripatetic & marginally
effective congressfolk, and many too many offers
.0 buy (at this special reduced price) the Better
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Homes and Gardens Simpletons® Cookbook). Please
donft drop me from the mailing 1list} L'm not
sure if LoCing is gonna be enough to keep me
there, ((Sure it is, wefre easy.)) Would it
help if I offered you first serial rights to
THE DOOR INTO TUPPERWARE? ((I don't know, Does
it have a re-sealable 1id?))

((stever says: Hugs & kisses to you too-~
why don?t you send me letters, huh? You think
it?s easy being civilized (i,e., living in St,
Paul) around here? How come John gets most of
the LoCs sent to him?))

999999999999999999999

JEANNE MEALY, 2633 Dupont

Mpls 55&08 11/12/81‘ :

H o .

"Am Joefs Lahdlord" was good; I magined
it was inspired by the atthor dreaming of being
attacked by Readerts Digest books - maybe even
the hardbound, condenscd ones. ({Stever says:
After too nmch milk & cookies, I dreamt I was
attacked by hordes of Isasc Asimovis Swesehened
Condensed Novels, It was ghastly.))

I really liked MAlexander Haig!s" piece, It
was written in an informal, laid~back style that
also imparted information, You're right — -
there ghould be room left for creativity in RUNE ,

I'm sure youlre going to get lots of letters
agreeing with Jeanne Gomoll’s article on the
cloying cutesiness of art shows, Heret!s another
-— YEAAY I too would prefer to see artwork that
spins my eyes & mind the was SF does.... This
is not 4o say unicorns and other fantasticals
cantt be in the art show -- just not in such
proportions, or such tackiness., ((Stever says:
The W:Lndycon/B S. Galacticon in Chicago had a

28
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big warning about it?s B.S5.G. section, but an
ungodly portion remaining was media oriented

copies of photos of favorite actors, This is

Not Art, as the rubber stamp says,))

Yeeks! The article on fleas (Starting from
~ Scratch by Don DtAmmassa) was enough to induce
bugophobia in anyonel I wondered if it was '
. true.., then didn't want to think about it too
much, ({Don swears every word was true.,))

Greg Ketter brought up some very, very
good points in "Playtime for Hitler", Weapons
carriers (at least a quite visible percentage)
have demonstrated they canft handle their pos-
sessions intelligently, Limiting the carrying of
weapons to a certain area, or banning them en-
tirely, sould like welcome alternatives to the
"Duck, here they come againti™ routine,

Heroics] "Saturday Morning Barbecue® may
have opened the door to other similar stories:
"I Rescued My Fish from Drowhing'; "What Do You
Mean, You Cantt Fold a Pickle-and-Peanut Butter
Sandwich?" I can®t wait. ((I cant))

"In Search of Rock !n? Roll" was great -
two pages, evenl Bizzaro Batmants letter was fun,

' Jeanne Mealy E
((If you're confuded by Steverts reference to
"ifindycon/BSG-con, see my letter at the end
of this ish.)) -

1010101010101010101010
BRAD W. FOSTER, Jabberwocky Graphix
4109 Plesant Run, Irvine, TX 75062 11.4.81
Greetings Troops—- '
On 64: Nice cover -- anybody ever sat down

and figured out how much work Fletcher has put
down on paper over the years? Guy is prolific







as hell and good, How about a little feature
in an upcoming issue? ((Maybe we will....))

Enjoyed the editorials, I got the feeling
for the first time that the ideas behind your
approach to RUNE were finally put down in an
easy to see way —— doubly fine coupled with that
"Politically Correct RUNE" contents titling,
Screw %em if they cantt take a joke,

Great story from Jeanne too, I laughed at
her toon on page 9 before I read it, thought
what a great idea, Spock on velvet. It is a
shame that some art shows get filled up with pic-
tures that go for the Big Bucks as she put it,
but it doesn?t bother me as much as it does her,
If that's what they want, fine, let them have
it. Same idea with TV. I donft watch that much
any more Ycause I don't care for it, find my
pleasures elsewhere--but somebody sure as hell
must be watching it all. Ditte the art shows,
where Jeanne pointed out the majority of fans
seem to prefer the shlock cute unicorns and
pay for them. Okay, great, That shouldn®t dis-
courage the more Winnovative and original ar-
tists" from displaying, but they should keep in
mind that they will probably only be showing
their work, not selling it.

Note: "The Man With Bogart's Face" has al-
ready been made into a film quite a time back,
and not too bad a film at that.

Liked the %¥,..In Search of Rock nt Roll¥
insert. Gonzo weirdness,

Wish you didn't have another Foster in that
.zine, as I'd like to think Wolfe?!s letter men-
tioned me, but I have my doubts after looking at
Tom%s great illos last issue. Oh well, maybe
someday., Outta room-f-stay happy!
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((I*11 say something nice about your art--I
like it a lot, you should find several examples
scattered about these issues of RUNE,))

C1113113113131171133113113333

JEANNE GOMOLL, 2018 Jenifer St.,
Madison, WI 53704 12/23/81
Dear John,

I'm writing to let you know that Itve gotten
many responses from the Better Dead” article in
RUNE last issue..., I need more, though. Remember
to send your ideas, drawings, and slides to me
at the above address. Thanks.

Best, . Jeanne
((One of my faver:.’c.e books, The Once & Future
King, has a memorable dead-unicorn scene,,.. the
Orkney boys dragglng the unicormt®s head through
mud and forest, back to their mum. I?d like to
see that one 1llustrat.ed'))

121212121212121212_.1212

JIM MEADOWS; P,O.Box 1227
Pekin, IL 62554 12/14/81
Dear John & David
RUNE overwhelms. All those crowded pages of
close-set type and fillos. What's a poor letter-
hack to do, but give up once in a while, & hope
a tacky postcard will suffice? Really, I donft
think your un-bland editing styles would be hurt
at all if you built this zine a little more
tightly. I never even knew I liked white space .
until it was gone.

The Star Trek suicide cartoon on page 16
was cruel, cruel, cruel, & I wish I was still
putting out a Star Trek zine so I could reprint

Ir humble neo,

B 3 4 Jim Meadows ITI
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RONALD REAGAN, Washington Wednesday
Dear Mr, Stever:

My election to serve you and our country
is the highest honor I will ever have in my life,

And, with God's blessing and your help, I
will do everything in my power to help lead Am-
erica away from the critical dangers that threat-
en our nation. '

T will need your personal help and support
if we are to change Americats direction while
there is still tims,

Although I am sure the Democratic leaders
share our concerns for America, their spending
.programs and high tax policies run counter to
the goals you and I and our Party have set, Be-
cause the House is still controlled by the Demo-
crats, I know it will not be easy to win appro-
val of our progranms, :

I hope, at this crucial time, you will
strongly consider sending a $15, $25, $50 or
even $100 contribution,

« «»Americans have voted overwhelmingly
for a change in government: they want to re~
store our country’s defenses; they want to put
more people back to work; they want their taxes
cut along with the size and power of the Federal
government, And they want action now,

If you support my efforts to change Amer-
ica’s direction, then I urge you to,..send a
generous contribution,

This may be the only chance you and I will
have in our lifetime to put into action the
principles and policies we have dreamed about
to bring Americans more freedom, security and
a better standard of living.

P Sincerely,
3 6 Ronald Reagan






((I don't think Stever sent him any money, so
when the Whole Thing Falls Apart, you know who
to blame.))

LA RLKLLLALALALY

((The following letter was graphically most in-
teresting, but I couldn't figure out a way to
reproduce it, Here's a milder typed version:))

ESTEY600S, KentSt GhL5KennewickitA99336Novll

Dear YOU: So down came the rain,which flooded my
sinus with the powder of silk. As if it were all
to blame I found myself eroding the very nirvana.
preparing the gist xixflgned e o hurzemasifmasif
.~ CLICKT ...

~ OKAY, SO YOU HATE POSTCARDS. I HATE FANZINES, WE
WESRE EVEN.
OKAY, SO IT%S BODHISATTVA, NOT BUDHISATTVA, ITYS
BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE I INDUIGED IN THAT USELESS
BULLADA.  CLIGK1A

That worthless bourgeoisie pig Harry Warner knows
not the implications of the English language and
showcases his ignornace for all to piss at in his
silly statement on *Fascism¥,

CLICKitY
DO I USE DRUGS 22 CERTAINLY
NOT¢t¢1?

CLICK!H! :
as if it were none i cannot substantiate the d:Ls-
tance Ttwixt guts & stupidity, nor would i want
to had their been enough time to eat. the fleash/

fetishwise right now whilst you wait....

‘ CLICKtI%1t
I IQVE LUKE,. KEEP HIM, HE®*S TENACIOUS, OBSTREP-
EROUS ANt* OFTEN CORRECT IN HIS...

CLICK3ttitY
DEAD KITTIESY I LOVE IT%
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. HAHAHA HA HA BN HA

WGREATY art, A little fammish, but I forgive,
CLICKiittitt

...agree totally with Seth Berg totally im-
macula‘bely.. - GLICK! g g! ; ' : {
Karents a "great® editor,,.

' CLICKZtTtiit1e
deathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeath
deathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeathdeath

ape

MY LOC WAS SATIRE, IN CASE YOU DIDN™ NOTICE.
CLICKffg3fititil

D RUGS? CATS?‘ ME 21t

satire: o

T GET FREE RECORDS AND YOU DON'T?

. " CLICK3tifgpyeegtls
‘ESTEY600S JKENTST .GASKENNWA99336

((Typing that was fun, Lessee, I don't hate
postcards, I was just comfenting on them, What
‘do the quotation marks around Vgreat" mean???
But seriously, folks, it?s meeting fun people
like you that makes this jcb worthwhile.))
((P.S. I get free books & you don?ti))

1515151515151515151515

JERRY BOYAJIAN, somewhere in Massachusetts
((I wish these neos would learn to put return
addresses their 10CS.ese)) .

Dear Sgever, '

Reading the reviews in the latest RUNE, I
started moticing that your early reviews were
signed "David Stever-Schnoes' and the later ones
#David Stevert, Something strange is happening
and you dontt know what it is, do you, Mr, Jones?
. Anywho, I then noticed the note on the last page.

” L0



Personally, I donft give a shit whether you call
yourself "David Stever" or "David Stever-Schnoes',
You'tve always been just plain "Stever® to me, and
you alwa.ys will be. Just thought you'd want tcr
'know.

: Your comra.de, Jerry Boyajian -
((Stever sa.ys Well, the .truth.to be- toldy the la-
ter reviews were typed up by Bartelt, & l:.ke you
say, he calls me 'Stever", Itfs kind of wierd, but
even people at work are starting to call me Stever
& they don't even have the excuse of theré being

' so many Davids, because I'm the only one, Itts-
kind of strangé when I think of it, because eveén
various female companions have ca.lled me "Stevery
rather than David, which isntt your ty'plcal form
of endearment.)) . - : .

i
i
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KAREN . TREGQ, 2020 Park Ave, S.
M:Lnneapoln.s » M 55404 ° ' 1/17/82

What Itve seen so far of these Runes looks grea.t

hope-you're enjoying them too. I like-the art in

RUNE 69. I wish.I had more space now., |

I wanted to say.a.lot about fans who read vs media

fans, but fortunately I don't have the rgom, The

dichotomy is muech worse than the con fan vs fan-

ziné fan controversy, (Itm'a con fan.) I think

media fans should have their own cons and leave

. us alpne. No more special interest programming
‘at’ conventions, Hear that, Ross & Larry?® .

Two weeks ago I helped the last fan leave the -

Bozo Bus Bldg. This evening I decided “to compile
a memoir from all the fans who lived in the Boz
or have fond memories of it. Right nowIl really

- ..intend to do it. Send your stories to me, If
over a page in.length, I might edit, ’Whtch Thorn—

hill says he?ll help, o |

Hope the ba.d weather doesn?t delay thl:.s. Bye.

a4y 5,

A



HERE ARE SOME MORE LETTERS, THESE WERE REALLY
TRULY, RECEIVED JUST AS PRINTED, SIGNED BY THE
NAMES SIGNED HERE. IFYOUTHmKT}IESEARE _
QUESTIONABLE CHARACTERS, WELL, SO DO WE. SYMATTER
OF FACT, AFTER EXTENSIVE RESEARCH, WE THINK

THE FIRST GROUP CAME FROM ROBERT WHII‘AKER HA,
YOU CAN*T FOOL US, BOBt

. Dear folks: .

' Itve discovered a new game. It's. called
uTexas Roulette", You take a gun and f£ill it up
with six bullets and put it to yourhead and fire.
It%s really a gas., I gotta go now, My Mom?ts

- calling me, Robert. E. Howard
Somewhere in Texas

((Stever says: Texas will do that to a boy, 1

hear.)) .

Hi: Guys:
I'1l let the truth be known. I really do

hate blacks and Jews and all those other funny
looking foreigners. I don't think I can write
worth a darn, but don®t. tell Auggie Derleth,
Howie P. Loveeraft
 Arkham, Mass,

Dear sir: ‘
Itve just escaped six years of unbearable
torture in Kurt Vomnegutts cellar., He had me
tied up and chained to a wall. Every day he
measured my penis ("Eight inches? EIGHT INCHES??')
He was clearly jealous, :

Kilgore Trout

In H:Ldlng, NYC

“Rune peoPle
- As a bear, I often find it dii‘i‘:.cult to stay

awake when I get your fall issue. Could it just

be something seasonal?

Papa Bear = . .
Yellawstone Park Z‘:’




Dear RUNE:

Guess what? It?s really true. Robert E._ Howard
dead, has written more taan Alfred Bester, 1§ving.’

Making a living selling
laundry lists & loving it

Dear Folks of Rume,

Thanks for recognizing my genius. I'11l describe
some recent events.- I'm currently depressed, I woke
up this way. I was depressed yest.erda.y. Il be de-~
pressed tomorrow,

My God, I%m depressed,

thanks for listening,

Barry Malzberg
Nobody Loves Me, New Jersey
((What did you say" I was popping a pimple and
. wasn?t listening.., .Steverg
((Maybe it's because your stencil was crocked. ))

Dear guys: -

You really missed all the fun at the Star Trek
Convention over the weekend, There were 15,000
people there, They were all about the same intell-
" igence. You know what was really & gas? A 1i‘ght

bulb blew out in the lobby and all 15,000 Trekkies
picked up the hotel and turned it *round and
tround in order to change the bulb,

You really shoulda been there,

David Gerrold
Smogtown, USA

((You didntt used to be th:.s way, David, Wha.’d \
happened?'?)) :

THISAPPEARS TO BE THE END OF THE *WHITAKER
LETTERS." YOUTLL HAVE TO' GUESS ABOUT THE

REST. NONE CAME IN NATIONAL LAMPOON ENVELOPES; .
GOES :
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Dear RUNE editors:
~ You're such wonderful 8uys, I just wa,nt to
“bear your.. chq.ldrenf ce
Lola Heathert.on B
Mellcmv:.lle, U.S.A,

Dear Hosers:
. We were going to write you a letter, but my
) brother couldn‘t think of a. :bop:Lc. :
: © 7 Doug Mackenzie
~'Bdmenten; - Alta -

My brother forgot about begr test:.ng. You hésers :
haven't ever. talked a.bout ‘beer in your magazine,
We'll write you a pn.ece on Canadian beer. Youtll
love it, gh? " Good day,

N Bob

Dear John°
.- How.mmch money was in that envelope'? Now that
I'm unemployed I need to know for my memo:.rs. :
R:Lchard Allen.

Dea,r Customer v
.+ ‘To encourage use- of eur new Scmthern Calii‘- .
ornia area code;, 818; we will be billing two calls
-to ;area -code 818 over. the next’ two months on . :
everyoneis bill, = . T
Tha.nk ycu, ..
The. Phone. Gompa.ny

Ah yes, e
I see you boys have found the secret to suc-
cess: lots of fumnny art, and a few nasty words to
_ make people write’ let'bers. Add some spappy layout
and all the ugly girls will come and fawn on you
at conventmns. You need to adopt a more effete -
position so people will hat¢ you and give: you a-
wards., Adive: Give up fandom & do something worth-
whilé with your lives. Baring that, become junk—
ies. It hits your pleasutre center more often &

44 .



with greater effect (and on command).

i Tours, Ty Dulouz ‘
P. S Neal ‘says. hn.. SEARTE
P.P. S Tell Bill Buckley hello for me. " =

+E

WE HGPE WE GOT lT %IGHT THIS TIME: Art. Credlts

The wontierful front cover is by JOAN HARKE: WQODS
We had to push the issue through a Klein bottle to
get it .to fit, hope you like the effect Tha,nks
also to. . _ R _
Todd Bake: page T

Stephen Fox:.3, 9, ll 14, 15, 19, 35

Robert Wh:x.taker:a 5

Jerry Collins & Tim Fé:y 7, 33

Tom Foster: 13, 23, &9,

Brad Foster: 31 ..+ ™

Jerry Collins¥ 21 A

Stuart Gilson: 25, 27

Larry Becker: 37

Spermint: 39

Your guess is as good as mine: 17 N
Back cover design & layout by Ka,ren Trego A

WAHF : Lee (}arson, Joanne Emerson, Bob Lee, ‘
Dave Szurek,’ “Bad Foster, Jane Freitag, -
) oy & Sa.ndy Sa.nderson s Gregory H R:Lhn

>
B
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