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where 1 am not staying in hostels or personal homes. If
there is anvone out there who might be interested in
joining me for any or all of the trek through Scotland (at
your expense), let me know. 1 will be traveling alone,
and my itinerary in Scotland itself will be pretty loose
(except for Glencoe and Skye, and even thosc places
allow for other travelers, with reservations.).

My Druidry training is sort of on hold. Mostly
because 1 don't want to spend the money necessary right
now to take the training. I am continuing to do personal
reading. I am finding that the more I read about one
philosophy, the more I am led to others in the same sub-
ject. Paganism includes Druidry, Wicca, Shamanism.
Freemasonry, and other philosophies. and it does not
preclude Christianity. It all really depends on one's
attitude toward God and the gods. But I'll say no more
now about this at the present time.

I have not got a specific god to talk about this time.
Lately, I have been reading several different books
which speak of magic and gods and high fantasy - The
Adept, Book Two: The Lodge of the Lynx and The
Mabinogion, and am currently re-reading the Patricia
Kennealy Keltiad trilogy. So I've got a head stuffed with
Brigid. Tuatha de Danaan, Math, Don, Dana, Lir, and
many more names of godly and/or sacred entities. Per-
haps by next column I'll have some of them sorted out
and can talk intelligently about them.

I haven't been to any movies lately. There have been
several I wanted to see, but I haven't had time, and not
really the money, to see any. So I can't give any opinions
this time around.

The latest Star Trek Austin Regulars newsletter has
a rather nice bit of advice this month. I wrote it in calli-
graphy and put it up on my office wall. It says, and I
quote from the newsletter, “Twenty years from now you
will be more disappointed by things you didn't do than
by the ones you did. So throw off the bowlines. Sail
away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in
vour sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.”
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1 don't want to make this column a place where 1
philosophize on my thought about life and politics. etc.,
so I won't. But I will tell you what this advice says to
me. Far too many of us stay in jobs or situations we are
unhappy in because of “security” and we rarely do what
we really want to do. We are stuck in our own personal
prisons. I am guilty of this. I recently got fed up with my
job where I have been unhappy for a long time and
turned in a resignation. I decided to buy a car and do
something with my dealership business. but it meant no
trip next year. It was a very trying time for me, and
people I work for and with began giving me a hard time
about leaving without security (and in truth, because
they don't want the bother of hiring and training a new
person). I have, therefore. decided to stick to it for
another 7-9 months, strictly for the sake of the trip. But
when I return from Britain, I am going to try to survive
doing only those things I want to do — arts, crafts, writ-
ing. artistic endeavors, the dealership — with the know-
ledge that I can register with a temp for enough work to
keep from starving or living on the street. I may even
decide to leave Austin, but I can't make that kind of de-
cision now. The informal class I want to have may best
be done here in Austin at UT where I am known and
where I know people and procedures. But the main thing
is that I don't to ever get back into a situation where I
continue to be unhappy for the sake of “security”.

Sorry about the soapbox. I'll try not to do it again.

Books: The Adept: Book Twe: The Lodge of the
Lynx by Katherine Kurtz and Deborah Turner Harris,
This book was easily as good. if not better, than the first
of the series. After reading Katherine Kurtz's Lammas
Night between the Adept books, I am struck with her
interest in the black magic of Hitler and his minions.
For this book does continue that concept which 1 first
read of back in Lammas Night I can't explain further
why I make this comment because it would give away a
very important, and telling, part of the plot, but the story
leaves one “chilled”. And. of course, the way is left open
for more books. I don't know how many stories the two
authors have planned for this series, but it seems to me
it could go on for a long time.

The story takes place in Scotland, with the major
characters from the first book. This time, instead of the
Highland and Islands, the action takes place in Edin-
burgh, Perth, Montrose Abbey and town, and the Cairn-
gorms (a set of gorgeous mountains in the western part
of the Fife district — or southern part of Moray — I'm
not definite on the dividing lines in that part of Scot-
land). There are a couple of scenes at Balmoral, the
Scots home of Britain's royal family.

The book carries through the magical abilities of
Adam Sinclair, the Adept, and his far-seeing artist
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Conventionh Review:

GalaxyFair 92 & ArtCon [V

review by Alexander R. Slate

—— —

— ——

It's two, two, two cons in one! Yes, Galaxy Fair 92
and ArtCon IV were held concurrently (that means to-
gether) at the Sheraton Park Central in Dallas over the
4th of July weekend. These two cons were not held last
year and it's good to see it back (from here on in the
article I'm going to refer to them as one convention)..

This years offering was a little less ambitious in
scope but a lot better organized, at least to the casual
observer (me). The con offered something for almost
every aspect of fandom, no lets make that a lot for al-
most every aspect of fandom. The only group not repre-
sented were the faanish fans, though there was one
panel on “Fanzines, APAs, and Other Works of Maso-
chism”. It was very heavily oriented towards media
zines, though.

The convention is very much due to the labor and
inspiration of one person, Teresa Patterson (ex of the
FACT Board of Directors) and she is to be credited for a
good effort and a job well done (not always the same).

There are many things good about Galaxy Fair and
ArtCon; the fact that there is almost something for eve-
ryone, having a variety of panels running at the same
time, running writers' workshops as part of the con, and
bringing in a variety of interesting guests.

Speaking of which, here is the guest lineup. For
GalaxyFair; Author Guest Dianc Duane, Special Guest
Peter Morwood, Media Guest Majel Barrett Rodden-
berry, Editor Guest Kristine Kathryn Rusch, Another
Special Guest Dean Wesley Smith, Artist Guest Alan
Gutierrez, ArtCon Guest of Homor Keith Birdsong,
Toastmaster Robert Lynn Asprin, Yet Another Special
Guest Jack W. Crain, Gaming Guest Aaron Allston, and
a host of others.

There is also a very big and varied art show. There
are a lot of big name artists who send art to this conven-
tion, in part because of Teresa's group, Pegasus Man-
agement, who are well known and respected for the art
shows they manage and the fact that Teresa brings in
one of the best art auctioneers available, one Bob
Asprin. Watching Bob work a crowd is really amazing.
Yet there's a lot of room for the artist who's not as well
know either.

The dealer's room is also of good size, if a little
light on book dealers. The consuite is large and com-
fortable and has more than just chips and dips (even if it
isn't up to the Portland Westercon consuite or the Ar-

madilloCon consuite standards). The masquerade was
also enjoyable.

The Sheraton is a good place to hold a convention.
There is lots of room and the staff is very courteous.
Granted the hotel restaurant is a bit pricey, but since the
hotel is on the loop, there are lots of alternatives nearby.
There's also a pool on the third floor with a hot tub, and
fortunately the weather was great. It being the weekend
of Independence Day there were fireworks displays eas-
ily viewable from the hotel on both Friday the 3rd and
Saturday the 4th. Room rates weren't bad, approximately
$50 a night.

If GalaxyFair has a problem, its with the 'special
presentations'. The opening ceremonies are not just the
normal “here's who's here”. That's good, there's inven-
tiveness, but the performances sometimes drag on. Ex-
ample, Teresa's brother plays the role of the Phantom
from The Phantom of the Opera (Andrew Lioyd Weber
version) and sings one of the songs from the show, while
a dancer performs on the level below him. He had to
have picked the longest song from the show, it just went
on and on; and while Troy is not a bad singer, he's not
particularly spectacular either. There was also a play
“Silence of the Romulans”, first performed during the
masquerade. It wasn't bad, but had they shortened it up
some, and taken one or two characters out (particularly
the ones who didn't fit into either the ST or Silence
categories) it would have been both funnier and more
effective. Prior to the closing ceremonies there was also
a radio play which dragged.

These few rough edges aren't enough to mar a good
convention, though. And overall, this was a good con-
vention, well worth attending. Let's hope it's back again
next year.
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