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I wish to suggest that the next time you meke & mailing of ¥i, or eny other fan-
mag in which you set down specific detes as deadlines, do this instead: 1) run off
the cover or back-cover stencil, in vhich you'll no doubt have such a notice eppended
as the lagt job off your mimeo' machinecoothis way it'll be the stencil cut nearest
to the time of meilings Next: figure at leest four days between the time you have
finished all mimeoing; add those four deys as being epprox. emount of time for stap-
ling, stamping, etc~t add et least another week to week end a helf (being aebout the
time the P-Os tekes for non-first cless matter)..es end then give your reeders around
two weeks to aebsorb the contentsos 411 in all, the deadline should never be less than
about 30 deys after the time meilings are eabout to be mede. 2) best idea of all:
just mention the fact that the readers heve 2, 3, or 4§ weeks in which to contribute
from the date they've received their copiese This means that you ere not committed
to specific dates, end relieves you of this negging thought, which in itself cen be
e rather unnecessary headacheo

From all that I cen gather, I believe thet one of the masin reasons fen editors
get fewer contributions then they expect (es you sort of indiceted) is due to faulty
datings My copy was deted as "sierch First" being deedline time, even though I got
it 2 deys later in my boxe. Now you, too, cen join other miscreent fenmweg editors of
the past for frustrsting God only knows how many more budding Sradourysse.into the
feannish fire and brimstone of Fengatory with youl

48 your Fi effort of recent date stends, it's a nice controversial and thought
provoking jobeeethis is a heck of & lot more than cesn be seid of other efforts in
the field, especially of mogt previous N3F publishing ettecmpts, Controversy and dis-
cussions that are a few merks higher then the average run of chitchet are the meat
and substance of intelligent individuals. Those wishing to curteil freedom of ex-
preasion (whether inside or outside of an orgenization) in so meny words edmit their
inability to keep up with those who would like to indulge in it, Or else they have
e toteliterien streak - whether coascious or not - that is as dengerous to the gener-
el welfare of the people who heve some cepacity for thinking (who heve brains) es
any denger that the word totaliterien impliescsceinto this dung heap we cen toss
Stelin, Hitler, Nero etc., they ars the prototypes -- their carbon copies are legion.

4nd I'm afreid thet this denger right now lurks inside the N3F. For only sev-
erael weeks prior to the date on this letter Paul Harold Rehorst was ejected es a
member from the club on vegue cherges surrounded by nebulous hypotheses. whether
one wished to side with him on meny of his points == which, it is true, brought about
some heated controversy amd words -~ or demn him for many of them isnit so important
as the fact that he was literally thrown out of this orgenization, out on his ear,
for trying to exercise a right thet is cleerly outlined in the 4mendment on Freedom
of Speech; the Firste.

Thet Rehorst was purged -- beceuse he was, according to & few members and of-
ficers "too controversiel” is also not so importent as it is an aeffront to the dig-
nity of other members as well as diminution of their rightses éside of the other ob-
vious fact that Kehorst wes & good and worthy member, compared to much deadwood (in-
cluding my idle self until very recently), the other existing denger that this mat-
ter hes now put into power is the possibility that all members in the N3F (end con-
ceivebly throughout non-orgenized fendom) not only run tne risk of censure, getting
censored, but also being "dropped." while socially tiais mey have no ill effect as
far as the outside world is concerned, this would be (to & young end impreasioneable
even though intelligent individual) a mentael scar thet could set up e cycle of other
demaging blocks to the person's ego. Now, aside of eny psychologicel implications:
the Rehorst Cese has chenged the entire N3F climate into one of e small scale en-
vironment of indirect brainweshing out of the ultra democratic and spirited thing

y:



thet the very neme "science fiction and fantaéiﬂ (or imaginstion) implies,

Tne mockery of it all is thet where the originsl intention of most fans, end
N3F members, vas to join a group to escepe from rigid codes end mores that conform
almost every mote of intellect out'of a Ausan veing these deys, these very séme
people run the risk of leaving one pattern of conformity only fo join up, or get trap-
ped, with enother that might even be worge in the tong Tune Y

The whole actual little horror of the Rehorst matter is toet he vas secretly re-
moved without his or any of the other mewpers knowledce; without even 'éllowing him &
chence to either make a formel reply, & rebuttal, or epology if ne wishea (if there
wag enything to apologize soout )o GCenerally it is customery in mature groups to
notify e member or warn nim officielly to "wetch out." provided such a warning is
really representitive of the mejority‘s wishes end isn't the selfish desire of tiose
heving e personal grudge- Il meture orgminzetions waich try pehaving like they were
somewhet grownup, generelly at least 3 warnings ere issued»:.the 3rd cne is e gual-
ified "get out," which meens the memoer aes tae coence of ieking e substential reply
before the tribunel, court, or "panel" tnet reoresents the mejority. This is & prive
ilige grented to ell in a gemoc:iaiic society. {I understend taet even prison~gangs-
ter type "kengceroo courts” ere consideved more flexible tnan the sort of treatment
Rehorst receiveda) )

But even this isn't so important es the point taet practicelly ell I3F menibers
bet the breeze at one time or anotiher over metters edbout as "controversiel” as those
that served as the thin excuse it took to kick him ouate Thus. in theory et leeast,
each one who is paid up as a member could have his nemwe besmirched the next moment
if The Powers That 3e disegree with his views, his style of expressing himselr, and
the wey he msy turn a sentence or & parase- ; ¥

For in teking this metter up with-tae beloved dictetor haelph lie Hollend, and
explaining to him how scrdid this affeir may seem (exéepty, of course, to dolland
end others who plenned ell this), so that he might use his position to clear the &ir,
he seid in so many words that any members who do not wish to put up with his views'
cen gladly get their dues refunded by asking Janie lLemb} helph proceeded to tell me
in so meny varied styles that tne "N3u constitution st be upheld”, etce, etce, toO
the letteroo.that it was his duty as President to epply the law without discriminat-
jon like a midtown police oificer nending out ticxkets, instced of en SFan club prexyy
dollend is meking the lew apply golely acainst this one particular members,

Though meny of us were firmly opposed to weny of Fenorst's views, especially
those concerning heds in the N3¥ (uca worse a Ccmuaie spy or two) =- while rhehorst
often hed a way of putiing across nis idees in en ebilpt, perneps slightly irritet-
ing menner, especielly waen we disagreed with him, it doesn’t seem possible that in
our democretic society we would expel someone from this netion to &notner pert for
"disegreeing with him":..end it isn't sound to think thet tois should heppen even in
fendomso.unless it were fendumb. Therefore, &s o2 nowi, there is only onc solution?
The impediate reinstetement of Zfeul barclc nehorst as & member:

Despite whet some people might like, enyone in the Directorate cen elter this
decision thet wes nendled in such awful taste. '

I think that, whatever the ccnsequences may be, this only serves as anotaer ex-
ample of "what's wrong with fendom-* JIs it little wonder, then, why pros end others
with "connections" heve had less and liesas contact with amateurs in tae flield; why
departments ere dropped one after avctLer in the prcomags.a-end why the gap wes never
more tremendous than it is today¥ &8 pro disinterest grows, fandom will atrophy &ll
the fasier, Lvidence of thiz ave the -swall nuuber of good, even mediocre fenzines
we have bhad in the pest sevesal years, compared to tae period prior to 1956, ecpec~
jally prior to '55-

And there are so msny weys in which the "fen" community cen grow ups IThe sooner



it happens. the better the. cnance that zt won t be éven & ghost of whet it is ‘Tight
DOWe. . A8 I'm working currently on several pro type projects (4.nong them publlcetlon
of severel fantasy megs), thig discussion will continue petter et endther moment
when the brein isn't so jeded nor es preoccupied viith different taings.. Those who
would like a "Plan®” and ere reslly interested, end won't dump a progect “‘&ll on one
guy's shoulderseesthe line forms et the right.

Sest wishes,
/s/ Cel i e

((Yes. it wes extremely out of order for me to meke the deedline wlerch iirst, end 2t
then g€t the copies mailed out letere Yet, this issue I rec'd more letters then I
did fof eny of the three preceeding issues. Wway? I heven't the foggiést notions 48
you p01nted out, it should work in reverse, end I should nave only‘'e meager supply
of letterse But then, vith no, modesty at ell, the issues heve peen getting Detter.l =
end seemingly more interestlng. 7 uj-~ =4
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while I personally em &nd wes agalnst the dropping of Kehorst- as ‘@ member, yet
I think the Directorste snould be uphelds For this reeson I invite'you to look-at:
the letter immediately following this, which was the official report nollend sent .me, °
and also nollend's letter in this issue (rrobep.y pege 6 or 7) whichgives -his" reason
for censoring the discussion. &lso, most of N3¢ seemed to pbe in fevor Wwith his -
policies, witness his overwhelming victory in oeing reelected, which does wOT weke
him e dictatore +lso, the Directorste is elecved, end is not a "stooge perty e nhe
elected director with the least no. of votes wes siren Light with 65¢ahh10h meens over
half the people voting voted for ner...the next person‘who ren wes Hod' frye Witk 45
votes. (Or was it 41?) No metter, the Directoreste* 1e ‘a panel -as representltlve of
N3F es you can findo3d - : 2
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The directorete hes unanlmously voted to cencel Paul Harold Reborst’s member-?“~
ship and refund his 1259 dues to him., He is, therefore. -no longer entltled to any
space in any NEFF publicatione

This action was offiu1a1ly "for the good of the NFFF", .on.the general cherge
thet he was not tempermentelly suited for a group activity such as our ‘clube The -
Directorate did not go into any of the canerges mede in Cerr's letter. In fact, the
letters and cards received in rerly to her letter hed ‘not yet been certified to 'them
when they took the vote. Their sction was teken urder -the legally “recognized right
of any orgenization to be the sole judge of the qualiricetions of thelr own members.
and they need not give eny reesons unless they choose to do S0e :

I agree with them that thsire.is nothing to be gained by going into ‘ell the -
sordid detells. end having 3 messy end acrimonious "trial®, and so shall follow
their exemple end refrain from accusing Peul of eny specific wrong doingo I 'do not
thiak it is necessary to do s0., because I think the whole affair resolves itself
into a very simple prop031tlono The NEFF has a very defipite eim end purpose, which
is clearly stated in .the DBrsamble to the Constituticn. so I will not repeat ite In
order to accomplish this aim, the members heve to be able to cooperate and work to-
gether for the common gcode. we do not demand that they he close Frierds with every
other member, but they éo have tc be able to woirk with them and argte ‘things out
with them without trying tc tear each other's throet out. If & memter is continuelly
involved in fights and feuds wita cther members over e period of years, it indicates
that he just doesn't neve what it tekes to be a Neffer. He might even be "in the



right" in meny of the ceses, but his inability to give end teke; end get elong with
people 1n general, mekes him unsulted for membershlp, end’ tire sconer the sltuatlon
is corrected, tne better for all concernbds ; x

I personally would much retber be friends with everyone, and evoid any hard.fe-:
elings with enyones oDut the good of the many must elweys be superlor to the good of
the fewy, or to personal desireso

"halph M. Hollend, Pres, NFFF
¢{whet cen I say, except thet, when stated like this, it's impossible to be enything
except in complete egreement with helph? Tie next letter, unless somesone in the ;
Directorate chenges his/her mind, will probably be the last cne rsc’d end published
from Paul Rehorst. Paul knew of the susperding of his membership, by this time, I -
presume, but left it alone, I think it dces show one thing however =-- that Paul
does have the quality of what Ralph Holland calls ‘give end teke, ‘93
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215 Nay Street
Elmhurst,
Illinois

The November-December editicn of PO3STWARP proved to be your best effort letter-
zine wise, thus far. The stmosphere of perscnalities so apparent in the last two
issues wes ebsent; my neme as the ‘focal point didn't exist this time, thank heaven ...
for thet! The brief mentions I did receive, being in line with certain of my enti--
commnist proposels, ceme off without rancour and fighting~blood. Unlike Holland:
who desires pertiel censorship, I believe in freedom of discussion on my metion to
limit membership in the sphere of iron curtain countries. If the majority of the
membership remains unconcerned, then I‘m more than willing to ebide by the majority
decision on the matter, but at least the subject will have been depeted out in the
open in true democratic fashion.. The very fact thet the club membership will have
discussed the issue of possible Communist infiltration out in the open will help to
strengthen the N3F along enti-Communist liness Sk

The letters had enough variety to meke the issue reelly interesting end enter-
teining. Then too, your editoriel comments seemed very restrained and in good taste..
The gbver work wes superbly dones. Your cffer to employ £CUSTWALKP as en emergency 0-0 -
is & sound end necessary move. &t enyrate, keep up tke good work, ycu heve proven
your merit and good intentions by coming through in the clutca. when the clud needs -

a publication club-wise in aspect, as contrasted to the "story-zine,” almost devoid
of club activity end news, put out recently by Higgs' high schcol frlendso

L {

Sincerely Yours,

/s/ raul Harold Rehorst
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Stan Woolston told me to write you for some publicity. I've whomped up e pro-
jeet that I think would be a lot of fun end aectually do a little good in various
ways -- now I want to find out if there'd be enough fennish interest in it to make
it possibles

g
.



The project is: generelly, a progrem for increased correspondences and exchenges
with non-Engllsn-speaklng fen; but speciflcelly, opening commnnlcatlon witn Sov1et
fen. - LTI o (e o e ; ;

I've been vestly ocurious ebout Soviet fandom ever since an editorial of Camp—
bell's severel years ago mentioned thet some 30 stf megezines were published in the.
USSRe Whet are their stories like? Whet kind of plots, scientific elements, moti-
vation, elements, & c.? Uhat are the readers like? There must be meny, many Rus-
siena with the mentel- quelities end strong interest thet mekes & fen as.opposed to
@ casuel reader == do they have 'zines of their own, conventions, eny or some or &ll
of the things thet meke up fendom as we know it? Most intriguing. 4nd completely
unknown.. Wwould I be interested.in corresponding witn e Martian Stfan? Well now!!
And to us Americens at. present, thaet young Russkii who spends &ll his spere rubles
on Soviet stf is just about as unknown, as alien, as worthwhile a cozrespondent.

Finally, a few months ago, I started trying to flnd out what could be done SRS
along those lines.. Wwrote a couple of fen in Europe whose addresses I dug out of uw
files, and UNESCO. Four months leter, my European letters hed pome. back with: i
"Onbekend. Terug aen afzender" and *Inconnu. Ketour a l'envoyaur“ stemped on them
and the UNESCO letter had been answered by a member of the Last-west Contacts gtaff
of the Department of States PR

The lest was quite encouraging, They offered official approvel of the program
and essistance in clearing it with the USSK == but it had to be sponsored by a
".eeTesponsible, nationally recognized orgaenization in the. field of seience fiction
e«+” to get thaet helps Seems the US' signed a cultural éxchange aegreeiment with-the.
USSR in Jane '50 into which such a pro;ect would fit neetly 4if* so’ sponsoredd: So- 1
rooted around in my files some more‘'and came: up with Janie Lamb s address and re-t-
joined NFEF and wrote some more letterso : f~ Rt kot

This is one of them. ; T b e i

Ralph and Janie mentloned that there d bsen qulte a—fuss in the Federation
recently -- somebody insisting on loyality ocaths,: baenning" persons  from satelllte
countries’ from membership, and a generel witch-hunt inside the: renks = &nd-it was
suggested that any proposels having to do with Soviet=bloec countries might well be
postponed until tempers cooled end memories faeded.. But they also said he'd been
soundly trounced’ by negative votes from en overwaelming majority of ‘the members. So
I'11 teke my chances end if I get mcCarthy d to deatn it won't be for. lack of warn-
ing. : 3 4, - R e e

Vhat' I'd like to get right now is a loud and representatlve response from tne
membership, from which I can determine whether or not enough . otner fen share my . in-
terest in foreign ' stf and stfen to meke & correspondence end. 'zine exchenge program
workeblee One could consider (and I do) that it'd be a definite == if hardly earth-
shaking and probaebly unmeasuraeble == contribution to the !international understending
end trust' of which one heers talk but sees little action; but I go elong with Cemp=
bell in thinking that sheer personel interest is the most workable end valid of
motivations..eand if thet's not available I cen forget the whole thlng rlght nowe

I‘ll give a feirly detailed descriotlon of my present plans (sabJect to change
es more data, sugbestlone. & o~ come in) so the members will heve some idee of what
the actuel activities involved would be like. First off, en officiel ’Standing
Committee for Internaetionel Correspondence and Exchange' of the NFFF should be set
up; very simple affair, just a directive from the Directorate authorizing it, then
those mcst interested in coing scmsthing elong thrse lines become its members. It
would then enelyze in detail the availeble info' ofi feasability end desireability of
various types of internetional fanac -progrems; formlete a deteiled program of all
that seems most desirable and workable, end ‘submit it to tne membership ‘end Direct-
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orate for an officiel oke This obtaiﬂ&d‘ gﬂauﬁemmittée;would inform-the ‘Department
of State of the plens, in deteil, get toeir okj end, tardugh thém; that-of the UsSks
letter procedure only for those perts of;thé-ginalﬂprdgram involving the USSR:and
'gsetellite! countries. © - ab L RPE SASOETEEL TR L T R
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My own idea of & good progrem goes something, like this® USSR-gov'4 epprovel and-- -
assistence in arranging correspohdences'uith Sovfen (necessary’ or-at-leest very helpe -
ful beceuse USSR stfan clubs are gov't-sponsored) end exchanges of fanzines (they.may .
bave something of the sort by now):end ‘prozines.. This is all ressonably practicael, -
for while practically no émericenfen cen-read and write-Ruasian, some 40% of Russian
10-year school gradustes (ege 16-17) heve & thorough command of Inglish;' end ‘enyway.,
we could look et the pictures in their '2ines.... The Ccpmittee would advertise the
program, enroll correspondents, arrenge pairing off, .errarge "zine sveps, etcsy rinw
cluding, of course, quentities of round robins on various subjectss The stfen im . -
other burasiasn countries would receive the seme ettention, differing only ‘in that

the Stete Depertment ok would be unnecdessary. for countries outside the Soviet bloc ==
the lenguage situation is ebout the seme throughout Zurope end much of &sia, so Eng-
lish could prectically be the lenguage employed for the entire progrem; with essis-
tance from whétever fans should turn up with a knowledge of. the foreign lenguege in-
volved; perhaps Interlingue might be experimented with & bit should enyone be. inter-
ested; it's terrificelly simple, both for reeding end writing, end has some currency ‘
in western Europe. .

In brief aside, the ressons for going through the red tape of Stete Depertment
epprovel & c. are worth stating; since I've hed it sugzested that it be avoided end
the progrem undertaken only on en unofficiel snd privete level.. First; the State
Depertment has more or less promised to essist.in obteining en ok from the USSR .gov't,
which is e pretty derned necessary thing (since tneir clubs are gov't supported end .
sponsored) for eny lerge scale progreme Second; it will reagsure all who might feel
ceutious about it that the progrem won't be .!playing into the Communists' hands oy
providing anti=liestern propegende meterisl, since the State Department will heve op-
portunity to enelyze it for eny ‘such undesireble factors end suggest corrective mees-
ures should eny be founds Third; end most importent from en immedietely practical
standpoint, it will completely guash eny of the accusetions of ‘communist-domination',
'pink', 'fellow traveling', & c. that would be certain to be leunched egeinst the
NFFF end fendom in general otherwise, by taose 'patriots' whose ettributes I cen't
adequately describe end still expect this letter to travel through the US meilsSsesee
being eble to point publically to e full approvel from the Un.So Department of State
will keep them from even getting started. - i = : .

Such e progrem seems to me to be en ebsolute ‘neturel' for WFFF; I'm surprised
thet something like it isn’t-already_in_progresso_.Quojing the Preemble of the NIFF
Constitution, the Federation was formed ",,.in order thet desireble objectives, be-
yond the accomplisbment of ‘single individuals, maey pe atteined through united effort."
by "coopersons interested in promoting the progress of Science Fiction end sfantasy,
end in furthering its enjoyment by themselves end others.® I submit thet . internation-
el commnication and understending between science-~fiction end fantasy fans to the
greatest possible:extent is a.desireble objective; thet such'e program will very de=-
finaetely oromote the progress of s-f end fentasy; &nd further its enjoyment by Neffers
end others. I also see Gary Deindorfer's plea in Vole 17 No. ) of the NATIONAL FhNe~
T4SY EAN for ideas for the Internal Improvements Committee, to keep the NZFF from
Tgoing to the dogs', being & 'do nothing' elub, to ‘restore it to its original pur-
pose's Can you deny thet such a program sctively carried out, would be a tremen-
dous source of publicity end ego-boo to the Federetion? 4nd rather -petently refute

an7 accusations of 'doing nothing' end ‘going to the dogs'?
And drop me a cerd or something and let me know what you think of it yourseifa

Bast,
/8/ Jemes niecLeen '7



{(The information thet I pereonelly heve or tHe doviet clubs is that the clubs are
not so much for the reading of SF, but are more of the Sercon hocketry club typeee
Of course, I can't: vouehrthet this i lsw¥ictdy sde=‘Hoheter; I Imegzne thet iti
fairly true. Japd JReRd ooEs s SRS At Linid ey
There .is only ‘on® Amerteen EHA tnet I’know of who' can’ regd’ Rueeien,_end
who might be eble to write ito This is Harry Warner, Jro who was a¥’ ‘ong ‘time a very
active Neffers He waas the co~editor of the first issue of our Offlcleanrgen (et _
thet time it wes:BONFIRE) end in:iewsrsl.%os’e-good Neffer. - In- '45 he wes ‘the’
Cheirmen of the: Dzrectereten‘.ﬁe-mey/be~1nterested in the ideeo Among othere, ne will
receive a. copy ofi thde 188ueqii. it s Ly 2 Srilu 2LNGL d e
aor vfoancess: I8 48 e: little unfortunete thet in order 'to’ go thru with
this, . thet we- muatpuaweil ourse1vee tc.the:Government, - but since it is the only way,
what else can be done?.:I'm.a.little concernéd:et  the momentgof this celling et-
tention to ourselves .to!the Comminisis..+ fendom hed.a: very anfortunate experience
with them ebout '40, end;:then:they.were openly- displeying theiiselves. However, the
common copncensus geems, ta:be,. from- the hehorst diepute; tbet we can 'nendle ourselves'
if eny Communiste would he:ettractede:: s o -
Seotie awizroend I repeet Jemee' plee to write, if you like
the idee. o 40. Yon,ere elee elllencoureged te vote on the included ballot 27 i
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» word regerding Racy Higgso Few of we fens know thet Higgs is not a youngster
eny moree His injuries have:hurti him fer more then most of us knowe His penchant
for not enswering meil mede a lot of folks sore at him, but the excellent vork  déne
on his publications did, I.think, offset most of his feulitssecend too, there are -

et

factors over: whlch Higgs hes no control -- the eeme és the rest of us heveno.a:" iy
hellece nest hat the bull's eye falr end equarel "The mein purpose“ of’ NFFF or'
eny other. fraternel‘order, whether correspondence type such'es- fen clube, ‘or ‘fhe get-
together~in-person-type is to enable -its memberehip to heve fun. get ecqaeinted end
exchange 1deee..¢whet else is needed? o : 2
mnen the: prozinea began dropping the reeder's letter columne. fene got ‘mat..
Thers went the mutual contact -- the safety-velve outlet for ‘feuds- {and " believe me "
we used to have 'emd) and the exchenge of ideaes» -Fan'dritisism-had become tod stiff
for meny an editor, and first one, then another dropped the letter columnss The
reeult was fens quit buying severel:prozines, :which-not tco long aftér dropping read~
er's pages, folded... . Steriling Stories, Th;g;lgqg %cnder Stgrigd: end the-rest of
the old Standard publicatione went the way of ‘many enother prozine\ -me inly because
the best sditor Stendard ever will ‘have =+ Samuel -Mines =~ quit rn diegusto A lot
of folks lost their JObS when SS ‘end TwS: foldeda Gx.,, elbi A =

F ey BaEes Tn A% e -.:'_'.'f; !

And still there &ere they who wiJl claim Fendom‘ie~not important to prozineSe
How come, if so, Fentestic Stories (I think it wes, 4len?) - {41 velieve it now is
TANTASTIC SF, and before was " just called FANTASTIC.99 hes recently started up a'rt
Reader' 8 s Letter Column? TFSF is a ZiffHDav1s publ:.cetlon° end those 1ede are no fbole
<080 what does this 1ndicete? & trend beck to Fendom?® 3 2

I pereenelly back up wellace's proposels 100%» I'd also engoy be;ng in on a ]
round robin. letter, BUT =- the postege questicn, with me, is ever a eerlouely per-f
plexing unsolvable questlono So: RRs ‘are outy; I guess."

Rod Frye is correctd: .abstain'from- publishing enything more on the asinine Com-
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minism questions Whet the blue blezing hell’is“ﬁiéhg.with“uepﬂényhOW?"Seems to e
a few edolescents are trying to act grown-up end failing misersbly, If it waan't
such & serious threet to the future well-being of NFFE,.it.could be' laughed ato
Our main trouble is, as Cleyton Hemilton put it; not _ensugh Science Fiction end
Fentasy fenectivity. In fact, in recent years, there hes .heen a serious trend to-...
ward none et all. : : ' X4 f B

To wind up this thing =-- after 14 active years vith NFFF; I.have become 80 dis=-
gusted with all the hell and hulabeloo.a.minority group cen ceuvse’ that membership in -
NFFF is becoming something withcout mch,.df eny, meshing, end if this Cemmunism
CRAP isn't cut out, I'll fade out -- permenentlycesso Sma-feo B < R

I hope the next POSTw4HRP has somelgood nevws in ;t.q{

.. Regards, ; &)
oH & : Sob. farnhem"

€¢€1s this issue ok? _ ' i
48 for Higgsoeel have been disgusted with him for e long,. long ..
time.enot just since his illness. while-it may be very serious; I don't think that
epy of his megazines neve pesn something to praise, or rave aboute @iCerr and I.both
think thet en 0-0 isn't really en 0-0 UNLESS it hes a report from EVERY committee in
EVERY issue, 4S «ELL es current addresses, 4 thing which Racy hes never ugphelde

If you, AND UTHERS tbink strougly cn the subject of having mcre SF and Fentasy
in NFFF, I hope you'll return tkhe balloty It vould sppear that cne is needed (why I.
don't know -- but Hollend told me to make one) in order to tell if N3Fers want SF and
Fentesy. Ridiculousidy

§588853833 88855888808 8858 858383 ¢88883853358885838¢8¢87¢8 3 3 ?

RALPH M HOLLA' D Narch 5, 1959

2520 4th Street
Cuyehoga Fells,
Ohio

I don't think I will be able to get a report to ﬁog for the next 'ish¢ Rac }§ i_
yelling for reports for TNFF, and I have an issue of Neilfcr News on the flres will "

try to £iXl you in with all the late news I have in tbat. :

é# new roster will'be published es soon as we purge the non-renevals off ite

tou might put in a notice to the effect that no more NFFF zines will be sent to mem- ' -

bers who ere not peid up for 1953 The current onss are the last for them -- unless
they get their $l.60 dues to Janie Lsmb, Iasts. -&rt isyes hes elreaedy cut off tnose -
who don't have a '59 by their neme.

keymar Cerlson is now Official Historien. Lve esked to be relieved of all of-
ficial responsibility, due to tae illness of ner mother.

There is no Publications Director. This deels mostly with venefit leaflets, and
the club is not publishing eny et the moment -- all such havirg been donated by var-
ious members.. If we do get into puolishing agein, I'il appoint someone to fill ite
Departments do not have to be hsaded by e Director, Mapny times in the past they have
been filled by plain members. Fren Light does not head any Departizent at presente
She is working and does not have the time for that, eltho she c¢an still fill her
Directorate (policy meking) duties. JI£ she does have time laten, sha will heed &
nev department -- to eid and help start local fancluts in various perts of the UST

"Complaint Bureau® is the seme as "4Adjustment Bureau". Lsrry changed the name
to' the latter g)



N'4PA =- Terwilliger is Official Editor of the Allienceo Larry Sokol is Dir-
ector, representing the Directorete, and thus tying it in officielly vwith the NiFF.

Officers not listed:

Secretary-Treasurer -- Jenie Lemb, Houte 1, sdeiskell, Tennesseeo

Officiael Teller =-- Stuert Hdoffman, Box 13, BSlack Eerth, Wisconsin

This is ell at present, except for the overseas rerresentatives, and that sec-
tion is at present in the process of revemping. ’

Regerding the Fanzine Title Clearance Bureau, I didn't meen my remarks on Pav-
let's file to be quite as snooty as they eppear in print. whet I wes getting at was
that, as a metter of general principle, the mere fact that someone else alreedy has
something is not necessarily a good reason why NFFF should not also have its Good-
year didn't stop building tires simply because Firestone also mekes them =- and so
on. The matter of duplicating services, if cerried out completely, would leave us
with very little to do, because some other club duplicates alirost every service we
have to offer., The selling point is we do them better end give the custouers the
whole lot in one psckage deal.

48 for the specific proposel that we try to get revlat to let us copy his lists
for our files, I think it is a gocd one == if he will do it Bob is en ex-Neffer
and, according to all I can heer, is one of our most disgruntled ex's, and may re-
fuse to let NIFF benefit from anything he has, However; this is no reason for not
trying to get his clist to cony for our files, and I will take full bleame for the
fact that he wasn't contacted, I hsd intended doing it myself, but the Rehorst mess
end several other things ceme up so I never gct it done.. I em even moTe tangled up
with correspondence at the moment, so will pass e carbon on this to John Koning and
let him handle it

48 for the Bureau itself, I cennot agree that it duplicates any other service
now available in fandomes Thet is, & checking end registration service for fanzine
pablishers, to prevent using a title which someone else nes used. This has been
one of the traditional NFFF services almost since its beginning, and very popular
with the fen publishers. It was necesparily discontinmed due to the loss of our old
files, but it is high time we got it going agajn -- which is tae maid idea of thse
whole thinge I did have en idea in the back of my head to publisn a list of the
titles which John has alrezdy with tke thovght that any members who knew of a zine

not listed could give him the details on it.. However, I heve set this aside for
the time being -- since it seems sort of like getting the info the hard v.ay, Wwe
might publish en index of current fanzines which are aveilable on subscription --
eés a gervice for reofans meinly, but I have not.definitely decided on this yete

A8 regards the prozine list: all previous attempts to publish thece have been
failurese. Perhaps, @s you say, we now have enough collectors in the clud to pay for
such a projecte I have no objection to rurning & vote to find out.. Why not put &
ballot in the next POSTwARP esking all those who want such an index to merk it end
mail it in? &l1so, i% should inzlude the number who would be willing to pay for
such en index, since funds for free beriefits are limited, end it is likely that any
non-contributed benefits will have to be sold at cost,

Wellace Wiest == he hes a good point, The quality of SF is a renk steal. of the
customers' money in most cesescocand fentesy fiction is even wowrses To try to im=
prove the standerds is a legitimete objective for the NFFF, and dessrves all the
thought and discussion the members can give it I think maybe a start in the right
direction might be to rate the prozires, so that fans would know which ones to buye

Ghu knows there is also no lack of bona fide fsnnish subjects to be discussed
and ergued about in a frisndly wey. Subjects which are of vital importance to fane
domo The S«F viriters who ers worth reeding can be counted on the fingers of one
hand -- well, elmosts Frozines are folding up wholesale. What shculd be done about
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it? What gap be done about it?

~ Rod Frye -- Wihet an editor or a member has the right! to discuss in & club 'zine
is practicelly the seme es whet they would have the right to discuss in e reguler
"in person" meeting =- in our cese, enything concerning fandom in eny waye '

I'm all for discussion end debete. It's the lifeblood of fendome ZEven if you
don't convince enyone, it does you some goode &8s Rick Sneary pointed out, defending
Yyourself in an argument forces you to study up on the subject end think out logical
reasons for your stande. VWith which I couldn't possibly egree more. But when the
contenders begin to get really med et éach other, end stert tossing personalities and
abuse, the discussion’is doing no one eny good, end is doing the club & lot of herm,
so it is time to call e halt. Sl b7 : AR :

The big trouble is thet the ones who are fondest of dishing it out in king sized .-
lots ere the very ones who will seream to high heeven if even a slight bit of it is
toased back at them.

So it is often. necessery for the cheirmsn of a meeting to shut off debate on some
subject in order to prevent the meeting from turning into erriot. He hes this power °
under lewy, and cen cell the police to enforce his orders if necessery, even if the. °
subject under discussion is normally within the "rights" of the persons discussing
ite. On the Comminist matter, I felt thet it wes necessery for me to do something of
the seme sort in order to prevent great demege to the clubc.. There are certain sub~ -
jectes which seem to raise the emotions of people to the point where they cennot dise
cuss them celmly. Chief emong these are politics, religion, and Communisme I heve -
never seen & discussion on any of tnese which did not eventually end up in e brawi.
The subject of Commnism is importent, end it should be discussed so that all smeri-
cans know exactly what it ise Sut we are trying to run a fan club, not a free=fore
all fight, end so they heve to be osnnede : adt i

Cleophas Benoit -- Before the election last yeer Jemes Chembers notified me- that
he waa circulating a petition to put a neme chenge on the ballot, end I suggested
that he hurry it along so that it could go on the seme ballot as the ennuael election..
I never heard eny more about it, so I assume that either he ‘did not get the necessary
number of signers, or thet he changed his minde 4rt Heyes was another one who favore
ed the name chenge at one time, but I note in his latest publicetions that he has
changed his mind on its At one time I was elso all for such a change, but am now
ageinat it (eltho not violently so)e. ’

The fact is that ell the pressure for chenging the neme -- or at least all that
hes come my wey == hes come from UeS. fens. The overseas fens don't seem to care
much one way or the othere Their mein problem, end the reason why we don't get more
overseas fans, is the difficulty in getting U.S. dollars, Even if they cen get them
(it is illegel to export U.S. money in some countries) $1.60 is a lot more money in
comparison to their week's wages then it is hers. The problem we have to solve is
the dollar probléme. Most of the overseas fens we have now are finencielly sponsored
by scme U«Ss fane Some of them pay their own way in cash, but more of them heve their
dues peid by some UsS. fen in exchenge for fen or prozines, or simply es a good will
gesture.. I have & few helf-formed idees which I will try to get worked up for the
next Neffer News, and I hope some other members will add somethinge

Seth Johnaon == Erwin Scudla, Director of the IeSoeFe3e, with world H€-Q in Vienns,
édustria, recently joined NFFF. It is quite possible he hes & file the size he says,
€€30,000 fansd!y9 altho I suspect that most of them ere Buropeans, end that most of
them would not be interested in a club like NFFF. I mey be wrong, but I understend
that the Central Europeen S-F Clubs are very very sericon. They are probebly influ-
enced by the attitude of the USSR clubs, which are elso very lerge (2000 to 3000 mem=
bers in some of the larger cities in FRussie) end also very serious end dediceted ==
"Science Thru Science-Fiction.” The USSR needs scien:is*an If the young fry cen be
interested in the right kind of Science-Fiction; then thay might switch to en inter-
est in real science as they grow up, and dedicate themselves to e scientific careers
Therefores it is the duty of all good Commuaists to foster an interest in S=F. If
you ere interested in whet sort of stories they have in the USIR, the ones I have } }



seen were very long on the science (es opposed to fentesy), end not neerly as mucl
sex angle as the U.S. stories.. where in our stories the hero discovers &nd foils
the plot of Red gengsters to teke over the world end ruin our wey of life, the Soviet
stories have comrade hero discovering end foiling the plot of the Imperlallstlc smer-
ican war-mongers to do the seme with their way of life (if comrade writer wants to
atay healthy?) .

z Incidentally, I couldn't meet your Merech lst deedline because it was March 5£h !
before the 'zine hit my meilbox. dope too meny of tihecm didn't get scared out "by i
the impossibility of meeting the deedline; because we neod those letterse If I ced
write a letter, with my meil running about 30 to 60 deys behind (the enswers, that ‘is;
then some of these other worthless skonks can do it toos So from me to them ==«
WSRO T*TRE, J ;

hegards,

=B

/s{ Felph

¢£It is interesting to note, in relation to the Fanzine Title Cleerance Buresu, that
Pevlaet's file was once the one N3F was using. Sefore Robert De Swisher geve it to
Pavlet, Bob Swisher was head of the FICB, end of course, was using his own file. ‘When
he gaefiated ebout August 1946, he took his file with him and only leter gave it’ to
Pavlete

4 prozine list should run ebout & doller, I would judgee That is, if it -
were to include all megezines (except those behind the Iron Curtein) published any-
where, and were to be indexed by both megezine end title, it would be an enormous
jobe Egpecially with symbols indiceting what type story (Time Trevel, Inter-plenet-
ery, Future Domestic, etc.) each one wese Wwe'd be lucky if ‘we were able to opcrate
by 1960, becguse it would enteil getting e crew of representitives in every couatry
willing to do the necessary reading end indexinge So, if you're for it, pleese re-
turn your baellot with that part completely filled oute PRLRE®A%S*ES

On the chenge’

of neme: es & maetter of interest I intend to heve elsewhere in this issue a reprint
from the 4pril 1945 TNFF, by Jack Speer, on why a nemne chenge would be des;rable.
Just es e metter of interest,

Incidentally, I reelly g;gglg need more letters this
issues Here it 1s 'pege 12 end I still heve a lerge bunca of letters plus this and
thet that I want to squeeze in. rHowever, no-one get the idee I don't went you to
write letters == I do, 1 love them, 3ut boyoboy. These issues ere really 501ng to'
become hugee +4nd I llke every stencil I heve to type of itlis9

ifiﬁiﬂﬂﬂﬁfffﬁiﬂffﬂi’ﬁﬁﬂﬂifffffﬂfﬂfﬁ#fiﬁ#iﬁii

HONEY \N GRAHAM March??.l9_59(nodate

1412 Acton, glven)
Berkeley, - Y
California

It was a pleasure to see such & nice long letter from “ally west, the NFFF should
hear from “ally more often, it is certainly a pleasure. Two of the points that seem
to be of main interest are (1) changing the neme of the clubo 4ectuelly I think thet
this whole thing is rether silly. The N3F is & good neme, and I don't think that
adding the neme Interpationel would be of much value.. I e8lso think thet the nicks:
neme Neffers is a fine one.. Instead of moening end groening aebout chenging the name
of the N3F, we should ell spend mor¢ time on improving the N3F es much as we cane
(2) The second point, and & good ome reised by Cleo Senoit in the matter of more
SCIENCE FICTION, in the N3F. This is one of the things needed,. end I think that
gome ideas should be advaenced as to how this can be done.. I have noticed that over
the past couple of years, even locel clubs aere degenerating to nothing but general
discussion groupse. This wes not elways the ceseo Beck in the early '50s our Cleve-
lend group reelly spent time telking about S-F and fandom at every meetinge
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I do heve & suggestion to get the pell 'rolling. 'How aebout in some of the forthe
coming issues of POSTwARP, let's hear from-some of you members on the topie ofy
*dow you came to the love of your life, Science Fictiono” I imagine there are meny
funny stories involved in the telling of how one beceme a fan, retier than interested -
in becoming @ hockey pleyer, or some such thing.. My story is-a funny one, ét lesst
1 think so, so I am sure some of you would be worth heering ¥rom, * fow ‘about ‘it Cleo,
Seth, and everybody else? Now, here is something that all of you can teKe pert in"
by writing a pege or two for POSTWARP. Now that POSTWARP is such & splendid club
‘zine, let's reelly meke it worth our while, &4fter this iyve article hds run itself .
out, we can play esround with some other themeso, ¥ 7o B X T e T

41 also wanted to hear reports from the different comm!ttees. *&s heed of the '
Membership &sctivities Committees, I think that evidence will support my statement * '~
thet we are very active, and were active lest year, In fact, ‘It beems almost like ' -
an all time high for fenactivity in the N3F, There is awple proof, by tne pumber of
recruits coming ine In fect, I cen hardly keep vp with them anymore, ‘e will be
waiting to hear from hrnie Wwheatley. head of the recruiters, as to wkether he needs ' -
more help.. #€Obviously, and unfortunetely, Ernie, emong cther cfficers, didn't
bother to writee3d9# Of course, there is elways mcre room for people who wish to '~
help in recruiting, but since Ernie is closer to the ovroblem then I em, he would
heve the most informetion on this. I would say thet the N3F over the past two years
bes more then doubled its membership, which is e very good indicetion.. The welcome
Committee needs nothing seid ebout ite It is an excellently functioning committee
under the leadership of 4rt Heyes, who is e big esset to the N3F and hes been for the
last 2 yeers.. His publications for the Welcommittee heve been excellent, and his’
work is just about unequalled. Seth Johascn hes been working with the Round Robin
letters and he hes meny, MPA™N*Y of them gecing, end is always heppy to get more
sterteds The Round Robin Letters heve done much to keep the members in touch with
eachother snd offers them emple opportunity to teke part in es meny as they wish,
end have time fore So get in some, if you aren't elrcedy taking parte
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