


JOHN RONALD REUEL TOLKIEN WAS BORN IN BLOEMFONTEIN, SOUTH AFRICA, ON
3RD JANUARY 1892. ONLY A FEW WEEKS AGO, ON 3RD JANUARY 1967, THE WORLD
CELEBRATED HIS SEVENTY-FIFTH BIRTHDAY. IN THE INTERVENING YEARS, HE
HAS GAINED A REPUTATION AS ONE OF THE FINEST CONTEMPORARY MEDIEVAL
SCHOLARS AS WELL AS ONE OF THE MOST CREATIVE MINDS OF THE MODERN LITER-
ARY WORLD,

WITH THIS ISSUE OF THE TOLKIEN JOURNAL, WE SALUTE YOU, PROFESSOR TOL=-
KIEN, ON YOUR WORK WHICH HAS INSPIRED SO MANY OTHERS. WE WISH YOU CON-
TINUED GOOD HEALTH, THAT IN FIFTY-SIX YEARS YOU MAY PASS BOTH BILBO AND
THE OLD TOOK, AND THAT YOU MAY CONTINUE TO ENLIGHTEN THE WORLD IN MAT-
TERS CONCERNING THOSE PERIODS OF OUR HISTORY WHICH HAVE BEEN HIDDEN FOR
SO LONG. WE DEDICATE THIS ISSUE TO YOU, TO YOUR WORKS, TO YOUR GREAT
PHILOLOGICAL EXERCISE THAT IS EQUALLY A GREAT CONTRIBUTION TO IMAGIN-
ATIVE WORLD LITERATURE, TO YOUR SPIRIT WHICH IS SO HAPPILY CONTAGIOUS.
JOHN RONALD REUEL TOLKIEN, WE GIVE YOU OURSELVES., HAPPY BIRTHDAY. NAI
ANAR AR ELENI SILUVAR TIELYANNA OIALE.

For this special issue of the Tolkien Journal, we asked Tolkien fans
all over the world to send their greetings for inclusion., We received
full-length articles from W.H. Auden and Clyde S. Kilby, shorter arti-
cles from Peter Beagle, Nancy Smith, and Edmund R. Megkys, and various
statements and contributions from many others, We include all these
responses, But first we would like to introduce our contributors. The
table of contents appears on the inside back cover,

W.H. AUDEN is the world-famous pqet and critic. His poems appear
frequently in The New Yorker and many other publications, are often
anthologized, and have been published in book form., He is an old
friend of Professor Tolkien's, and wrote the original review of The
Fellowship of the Ring for The New York Times,

PETER BEAGLE is the author of A Fine and Private Place and [ See
By My Outfit. He brought The Lord of the Rings to the attention of
Ian Ballantine with some references in his second book, and his essay
"Tolkien's Magic Ring" was used as the preface to The Tolkien Reader,

GILLES GERRIS is a Belgian poet currently living in London, who
is working privately on a translation of Professor Tolkien's fiction
into French,

CLYDE S, KILBY is chairman of the English department at Wheaton
College in Illinois., The author of The Christian World of C.S. Lewis,
he was a friend of both Lewis and Tolkien, Last summer he was in Ox-
ford helping to bring The Silmarillion closer to completion,

EDMUND R. MESKYS teaches physics at Belknap College in Center
Harbor, New Hampshire, He is co-editor (with Felice Rolfe) of Niekas,
one of the biggest and most successful of fanzines,

HOWARD NEMEROV is a poet, author, and playwright who teaches in
the English department at Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts,
He has written reviews of The Lord of the Rings.

WILLIAM O. SCOTT teaches English at the University of Kansas in
Lawrence, His wife, NAN C, SCOTT, called the Ace publication to the
attention of Professor Tolkien in June 1965, Her correspondence was
instrumental in the final persuasion of Ace to pay royalties.
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GOOD AND EVIL IN THE LORD OF THE RINGS
by W. H. Auden

In what Tolkien has termed The Primary World, man is, so far as
we know, the only creature capable of making moral judgements and choi-
ces; the only creature, therefore, on whom moral judgements can be
passed., This capacity for moral choice seems to us to be essentially
related to another characteristic unique to man, his gift of speech,
Many animals possess a code by which individual members of a species
can communicate to each other vital information about food, sex, terri-
tory, the presence of enemies, but such codes never develop into what
we mean by speech: so far as we know, no animal can give names to
things, or address another animal in the first or second person singu-
lar,

In the Secondary World of Middle-earth, there exist, in addition
to men, at least seven species capable of speech and therefore of moral
choice--Elves, Dwarves, Hobbits, Wizards, Ents, Trolls, Orcs, Of these,
dwarves, hobbits, wizards, and ents are like us in that each individual
is both good and evil: one may resist temptation more successfully than
another, but even the best may fall, and even the worst may repent. The
elves are unlike us in that they are an "unfallen" race, that is to say,
though they have knowledge of good and evil, no elf has ever as yet
thought or done evil, and it is impossible for the reader to imagine one
doing so in the future. (This is true, at least, of the elves in The
Lord of the Rings. Thranduil and the wood-elves in The Hobbit have
human weaknesses,) Although not subject to natural death, they are not
angels, for every angel is a species-in-itself, and the Elves are a
species in the terrestrial sense, who “marry and beget children.

At the opposite pole to the Elves, there is Sauron, who is unlike
any one of us in that he is an incarnation of absolute Evil, Though the
text does not specifically say so, I think we may take it that Sauron,
like his predecessor Morgoth, is a fallen Vala, He cannot therefore be
annihilated, only reduced to impotence, "a mere spirit of malice that
gnaws itself in the shadows, but cannot again grow or take shape."

Unlike us, too, are the Trolls of Mordor and the Orcs, for they
appear to be irredeemably evil and incapable of repentance: on meeting
either, there is only one thing to do: kill, I must confess I am not
quite happy about these beings, for their existence seems to imply that
it is possible for a species that can speak, and, therefore, make moral
choices, to be evil by nature, 1 can readily believe that Sauron, by
cross-breeding and training of creatures already in existence, can pro-
duce the pterodactyl-like creatures ridden by the Nazgﬁl, for these are
"dumb" animals, who can be used for evil purposes but cannot be called
evil in themselves. [ am not so ready to believe that the Orcs were
bred by Morgoth and the Mordor Trolls by Sauron, for neither are simply
animals, If Evil can not only seduce the good but also create beings
who are evil from the beginning, then one cannot, as Tolkien does, call
God "The One"; there must, in that case, be Two, a good One and an evil
One.

And I have a moral, as well as a theological, objection. In the
Primary World we are all aware of our deplorable tendency, when our
interests, still more the interests of our social group, come into con-
flict with others, to identify our cause with Good and that of our ene-
mies with Evil, There have been Just Wars: most of us would agree
that it was as morally necessary for England and the United States to
resist Germany and Japan by force of arms as it was for Rohan and Gon-
dor to resist the armies of Saruman and Sauron. Individual men can be
wicked: Hitler was not another Sauron, but he seems to have come as
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responsible for his actions,

The conflict between Good and Evil on Middle-earth involves phys-
ical warfare, and there, as in the Primary World, warfare is the exer-
cise not of power or authority, but of impersonal force or violence,
Courage may win a battle, but wars are won by the side which has most
force at its disposal, more soldiers and better weapons,

Many fairy-tales suffer from the defect that, in them, Good tri-
umphs over Evil simply because it is stronger, but this is not a de-
fect which can be avoided by giving Good no strength at all. In The
Lord of the Rings Sauron's opponents are a formidable lot but, in
sheer strength, Sauron is, even without the Ring, their superior.
Nevertheless, as Gandalf points out, such force as they do possess
still has its part to play.

We have not the Ring. In wisdom or great folly, it has

been sent away lest it destroy us. Without it we cannot

by force defeat Sauron's force, But we must at all costs

keep his eye from his true peril. We cannot achieve vic-

tory by arms, but by arms we can give the Ring Bearer his

only chance, frail though it may be,
Frodo's Quest is successful and Sauron is overthrown. One of Tolkien's
most impressive achievements is that he succeeds in convincing the
reader that the mistakes which Sauron makes to his own undoing are the
kinds of mistake which Evil, however powerful, cannot help making, just
because it is evil, .

A good person always enjoys one ‘advantage over an evil person,
namely, that, while a good person can imagine what it would be like to
be evil, an evil person cannot imagine what it would be like to be good,
Elrond, Gandalf, Galadriel, Aragorn age able to imagine themselves as
Sauron and can therefore resist the temptation to use the Ring them-
selves, but Sauron cannot imagine that anyone who knows what the Ring
can accomplish, his own destruction among other things, will refrain
from using it, let alone try to destroy it, Had he been capable of

imagining this, he had only to sit watching and waiting in Mordor for
the Ring Bearer to arrive, and he would have been bound to catch him
and recover the Ring. Instead, he assumes that the Ring has been taken
to Gondor where the strongest of his enemies are gathered, for this is
what he would have done had he been in their place, and launches an
attack on that city, neglecting the watch on his own borders.

. Secondly, the kind of evil which Sauron embodies, the lust for
domination, will always be irrationally cruel, for such a lust is not
satisfied unless others not only obey but obey against their will. When
Pippin looked into the Palantir of Orthanc and so revealed himself to
Sauron, Sauron had only to question him to learn who had the Ring and
what he intended to do with it., But, as Gandalf says, "He was too eager,
He did not want information only: he wanted you quickly, so that he
could deal with you in the Dark Tower, slowly." Even Men who are avid
for power (how much more a fallen Vala) are generally masters of their
physical passions, and can resist without difficulty the temptations
of gluttony, sexual lust, and sloth, If these might interfere with their
ambition, But they are powerless to control their rage if their wills
are thwarted, When Sauron learns that Saruman has double-crossed him,
his mind is so obsessed by rage that he neglects urgent business,

«es0ur Silent Watchers were uneasy more than two days
ago. But my patrol wasn't ordered out for another day,
nor any message sent to Lugburz either: Aowing to the
Great Signal going up, and the High Nazgul going off to
the war, and all that. And then they couldn't get Lug-
burz to pay attention for a good while, I'm told,
Lastly, all alliances of Evil with Evil are necessarily unstable

.






TOLKIEN AS SCHOLAR AND ARTIST
by Clyde S. Kilby

1 believe that J. R. R. Tolkien as creative writer belongs among
the nobility and I think he will be read after nine-tenths of contem-
porary writers now called '"great"™ are forgotten, But who can say for
sure what gives a writer lasting greatness or who can tell the deeps
from which creativity derives? Professor Tolkien's own illustration
is that of forest compost into which a seed falls. One knows that the
seed gerwinates, but the particular leaf or bit of compost immediately
determinant is another matter,

In respect to Tolkien's hobbit stories, one thing is perfectly
clear, Their double wellspring of love of fantasy and love of language
is all but prenatal. As a young child Tolkien "desired dragons with a
profound desire,'" and somewhere between the nursery and the beginning
of school he was already curious about etymology. The full-blown inter-
est in Faérie and philology came when he was a young man, More than
fifty years ago he was already at work on what was to become The Lord
of the Rings, Silmarillion, and Akallab@th, covering the three ages of
Middle-earth. Only Professor Tolkien himself could adequately trace
the rivulets that make up this glorious river, and I shall be able to
do little more than suggest known sources, Actually, surprisingly lit-
tle is known about the background of his creative works, One wonders,
for instance, how his two years as an assistant on the Oxford English
Dictionary and his vocabulary studies in 01d and Middle English, to-
gether with his years of association with students and dons at the
University of Leeds and at Pembroke and Merton Colleges at Oxford, have
influenced his creative experience. ¥et us hope that a large autobio-
graphy may be forthcoming from Professor Tolkien,

Early in his life he began retelling Western world myths in his
own words and later attempted to combine these into a credible whole,
This close work with myths gave him the impression that they had lacu-
nae and other shortcomings. Beowulf, for instance, he found strong in
structure but weak in details., This, plus his growing sensitivity to
the world of philology, are two of the causes which launched him into
his own myth creativity., Perhaps I should add that his "borrowings"
are almost wholly from Scandinavian and Northern mythology. Though he
was born in Africa, he seems to have made no use of African myth or
legend other than touches of Egyptian, There is little evidence, I
think, of Oriental myth, Tolkien has a surprisingly broad knowledge
of American literature, but American folklore is also absent from his
mythe The only touch I have noticed might be Aragorn's sharp powers
of sight and hearing and his ablility to track an adversary through the
forests, characteristics ascribed to the American Indian,

The word "borrowings" may need some explanation, Our view of cre-
ativity differs rather sharply (and I think for the worse) from that of
medieval and earlier times, Today we feature the "star'" and tend to
become more enamored of a name than of an accomplishment, We also wor=-
ship utter originality to the point of eccentricity and regard literary
indebtedness as shameful., These things were not always so, In earlier
times art belonged to the people, and when it came to such things as
the folk tale or song, most anyone might change or embellish it as he
thought best., Even the medieval cathedrals took on new architectural
patterns as time passed and one builder did not mind beginning where
the last had left off, and plagiarism in our modern sense was unknown,
Tolkien's use of myth patterns and elements belongs to this earlier
tradition,
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(University of Wales Press, 1963, esp. pp. 37-41). This book does in-
deed reveal a side of Tolkien that needs to be understood as explaining
his remark that the Ring is nothing more than a study in "linguistic
esthetics," The unique thing we learn in the book is that his philo-
logical studies have all the warmth of life, There he describes his
pleasure in languages as he learned them: French, Latin, Greek, Span-
ish, etc., "Gothic," he says, "was the first to take me by storm, to
move my heart." Just to look at the vocabulary in a Gothic primer gave
him, he says, a delight equivalent to Keats's on first hearing Chapman's
Homer. Instead of indicting a sonnet, Tolkien began immediately to in-
vent words on the Gothic pattern, and it was on this language that he
modeled his Elvish. Later Finnish gave him immense pleasure, but it was
Welsh, and particularly medieval Welsh, that bewitched him. "I heard

it coming out of the west, It struck at me in the names on coal-trucks;
and drawing nearer, it flickered past on station signs, a flash of
strange spelling and a hint of a language old and yet alive...it pierced
my linguistic heart.," That language touched some subconscious depth in
Tolkien that has continued to this day to reverberate. He says that
most of his person and place names in the Ring are deliberately modeled
on those of the Welsh, and he thinks that this element "has given per-
haps more pleasure to readers than anything else'" in that story.

He points out, by the way, that the pleasure felt in a language is
quite different from a scholarly or practical knowledge of that language,
being "simpler, deeper-rooted, and yet more immediate than the enjoyment
of literature," He thinks it is besf felt in the mere contemplation of
vocabulary or in a string of proper names., It will be remembered that
Professor Tolkien declared the Ring to be without allegorical intentions
and chiefly an essay in linguistic esthetics. But it is clear enough
that such an aim in Tolkien's case is far from either that of a cold-~
blooded scholar or else of a mere fiddler with words, rather that for
him a language, properly experienced, is capable of establishing its own
full world of mythic meaning.

The immense success of Tolkien's creative works has lately over=-
shadowed his scholarly activity. Yet the latter, though in published
form quite limited, is significant. One such indication is the fact
that on the occasion of Tolkien's seventieth birthday in 1962 a volume
called English and Medieval Studies dedicated to him as scholar and
teacher was written by twenty-two of his former pupils as well as
colleagues and friends. In 1922 Tolkien published A Middle English
Vocabulary and in 1925 he edited, with E. V. Gordon, Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight. In 1936 he delivered the Sir Israel Gollancz Memorial
Lecture to the British Academy on Beowulf: the Monsters and the Critics,
an essay Which has become something of a classic in its field. He has
recently translated Sir Gawain and the Pearl and these are to be pub-
lished shortly. But the most important of his essays for the reader of
the Ring is "On Fairy Stories" (in Essays Presented to Charles Williams,
Oxford University Press, 1947), an essay which C., S. Lewls declared to
be perhaps the most important contribution yet made on its subject., All
that Tolkien says there is important to an understanding of him as myth-
maker and writer of "Faerie.” But this subject is covered by Mr. Auden,

I shall only add that Professor Tolkien believes one of his lifelong
blessings has been a constitutional sense of humor, It is certainly one
of the things we enjoy in its variety of appearances in Tom Bombadil,
Farmer Giles, The Hobbit, and, more subtly, in The Lord of the Rings.
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from non-specialized fanzines.

Niekas: published 3 or 4 times a year by Ed Megkys (Belknap College,
Center Harbor, N.H. 03226) for 50¢, 5 for $2. It is running serially
Bob Foster's "Glossary of Middle-earth", giving preces of the avail-
able information on each named person, place, or thing and the etym-
ology of the name, It has printed many articles about LotR, including
"Coinage of Gondor", and Jack Gaughan on how he did the Ace covers,

No back issues of I Palantir are available, but a few copies of the
other two are, at inflated prices,

Science Fliction Conventions offer an opportunity to meet other
Tolkien enthusiasts, though they generally do not have program items
specifically related to LotR. Some twenty conferences and conventions
are held each year, about half in the USA., The three largest are:

THE WORLD SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION. #25 will be in New York City, at
the Statler Hilton hotel, September 1-4, 1967, Advance membership,
which brings progress reports, is $3 from P.0O. Box 367, New York, N.Y.
10028,

THE WEST COAST SCIENCE FANTASY CONFERENCE (Westercon). #20 will be in
Los Angeles over the July 4 weekend, Advance membership, again with
progress reports, is $2 from Ted Johnstone, Apt. 4, 619 South Hobart St,
Los Angeles, Calif. 90005,

THE LUNACON., #10 will be at the Roosevelt Hotel, New York, April 29-30,
1967, Information from Frank Dietz, 1750 Walton Ave.,, Bronx, N.Y. 10453,
OTHERS. For information on other conferences and meetings refer to a
fan news magazine such as Degler}, published weekly by Andy Porter, 24
East 82 St,, New York, N.Y, 10028, at 3 for 25¢, 15 for $l.

SF fans have done many other thﬁﬁgs. Each convention art show has
had paintings based on Tolkien's works, and much Ring art has been pub-
lished in the fan magazines, Some of the best art has been by George
Barr, Jack Gaughan, Eddie Jones, Diana Paxson, Dian Pelz, and Bjo Trim-
ble., The fans are in general unhappy with the covers of both the paper-
back editions of LotR, and Diana Paxson has drawn a set of 4 dust jack-
ets which will fit either, Dave McDaniel, author of several "Man from
UNCLE" novelizations, had done a radio dramatization of The Hobbit while
a student at San Diego State College, and I believe a tape still exists.

Science fiction fandom will continue to pay homage to Dr, Tolkien
with various projects, and join all others in eagerly awaiting the
publication of The Silmarillion and Akallabéth,

Happy birthday, Dr., Tolkien}

LI I R R G U B T U AR LR R

For California TSA members: would anyone be interested in producing
a Samwise for Governor button to complement the Gandalf for President?

In Ottawa (where the Ace edition is strictly illegal), the following
slogan was found written in what appeared to be bat blood on a wall:
"Sméagol Livesl Buy Ace Books!"
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