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Twenty years after Smaug's attack--twenty bitter
years of homeless wandering--Thror gave his son the map,
the key, and the ring, and with one companion set out
for Moria, hoping it was safe now. It was not; orcs had
taken it over, and they killed Thror. His companion
escaped and brought word to Thrain. The latter gathered
dwarves from all parts of Middle-earth and made war on
the orcs, a war that culminated in 2799 in the terrible
battle of Azanulbizar, where the Dwarves won a costly
victory. They drove the orcs out of Moria, but they
could not reclaim their ancient home, for the Balrog,
Durin's Bane, was still there. So the allies returned
to their lands, and Thror's fold, now led by Thrain,

journeyed to the Ered Luin in the west, where they settled

for a while.

But Thrain, remembering the lost gold of Erebor, be-
came discontented, and in 2841 he set out for the Lonely
Mountain, taking with him a few friends, the key, the
map, and the ring. For four years he struggled on, but
the Necromancer know of his journey, orcs, and wolves,
and other evil creatures pursued him; at last he was cap-
tured.

Five years later Gandalf found him in Dol Guldur.

The ring had been taken from him, and he had been tor-
tured., He was dying, and remembered neither his own

name nor his son's. But he remembered the key and the
map, which , for some reason, Sauron had not taken, and
he gave them to Gandalf. The wizard then made his es-
cape. A year later when the White Council met, he urged
an attack on Bol Guldur, but Saruman overruled him. The
White Wizard had begun to search the Gladden Fields for
the Ruling Ring, and hoped it might reveal itself, seek-
ing its master in nearby Dol Guldur, if Sauron were left
alone. He did not, of course, have any suspicion that

it had already been found.
about the Rings of Power, he went, at some unknown time,
to Minas Tirith, and there found the forgotten record
which Isildur had left, describing the Ring.

Thorin and his people remained in the Ered Luin, no
more content than Thrain had been. They longed to re-
turn to Erebor.
and Gandalf met for the first time at Bree, a town just
east of the Shire. Gandalf was worried about the danger
in which the north lay from the ambitions of Sauron.

He feared that the Enemy might gain control of Smaug the
Dragon, who still guarded the treasure of Erebor, and
make terrible use of him. When Thorin introduced him-
self to Gandalf, the wizard realized that the Dwarves
would eagerly help him destroy Smaug. He realized also
that here was the rightful owner of the key and the map.

So, soon after that meeting, Gandalf and thirteen
Dwarves met at the home of a hobbit named Bilbo Baggins,
whom Gandalf, apparently by sheer intuition, had chosen
to join them in the adventure. Bilbo, being more ad-

venturous than most hobbits, astonished himself by agree-

ing to go to the Lonely Mountain. They went.and through
many dangers came at last to Erebor; as is told in THE
HOBBIT, Smaug was slain, the Battle of Five Armies was
fought, and the Dwarves regained their treasure. Thorin,
however, was killed in the battle, and his cousin Dain

of the Iron Hills became King under the Mountain.

But during this adventure, two events of great portent
occurred.
reached Erebor, and went south to a meeting of the White
Council. The wizards had agreed to drive Sauron out of
Mirkwood. Saruman gave in mostly because Sauron's ser-
vants had begun to search the Gladden Fields for the
Ring, and the wizard did not care for that sort of comp~
etition to his own search. So the Council. at last in
agreement, was able by the Wisdom of Saruman to drive
the Enemy from Dol Guldur. At least, they thought it

In his search for information

By chance one day, early in 2941, Thorin

Gandalf left the group for a time, before they

had been done by the wisdom of Saruman, but actually
Sauron had not attempted to resist them, He had made
his plans, and from Mirkwood he went to Mordor, where
the Nazgul awaited him. For ten years he was quiet,
gathering his strength, then he proclaimed himself
openly, and began rebuilding all that had been de-
stroyed in his absence, including Barad-dur. No one
opposed him.

Stil1l, this was not the more important of the two
events. The other one, in the long run, had even more
dramatic results. As told in THE HOBBIT, Bilbo Baggins,

. on his way to Erebor, found and kept the Ring, which,

instead of killing him as it had Isildur, saved his
life by hiding him from the enraged Gollum. The in-
visibility it conferred was useful to Bilbo and his
friends in their later advantures, but Bilbo, oddly,
did not tell the Dwarves the true story of how he ob-
tained it. Gandlaf, however, insisted on the truth, and
Bilbo finally told it to him.

From the first, Gandalf wondered about the nature
of this ring. He even tried to find Gollum, who had
left his dark caves to look for Bilbo and the Ring.
However, in 2953 the White Council met again, and Saru-
man told the other wizards that the One Ring had been
carried down the Anduin to the Sea. Gandalf believed
him and stopped tracking Gollum, having found that the
latter had turned aside from Bilbo's trail and was mak-
ing his way south, drawn no doubt by the evil in Mordor,

Three years later, Gandalf met Aragorn, the young
heir of the Kings of Arnor, Chieftain of the Dunedain
of the North. He had been raised in Rivendell, and had
falled in love with Arwen, daughter of Elrond; now, hop-
ing to defeat Sauron and restore the two kingdoms, he
was beginning his journeys and adventures, helping
Gondor and Rohan in their wars. He learned much wisdom
from Gandalf, and they became the closest of friends.

i'In disguise and under another name, he served King Then-
" gal of Rohan, then went to Gondor where he aided Ecthe-

lion the Steward. He was loved by all in Gondor, with
the exception of Ecthelien's son Denethor. Possibly
Denethor guessed who this stranger was, and feared that
sorteday he would claim the crown of Gondor, and the rule
of the Stewards would end. Denethor wanted no king to
supplant him.

In 2980, Aragorn went to Lothlorien, and there met
Arwen again. She was visiting her grandmother, Galadriel.
Now she returned his Tove, and they plighted their troth.
Arwen pledged to give up her immortality even as Luthien
had done. This was a grief to Elrond for it meant that
he would be parted from his daughter forever. He loved
Aragorn like a son, but he decreed that Arwen could not
marry him until he became king of both Gondor and Arnor.

In this same eventful year, Gollum came to the borders
of Mordor and met Shelob, the monstrous spider-creature
that guarded the pass above Minas Morgul. And in Rohan,
Thengel died and was succeeded by his son Theoden. Ro-
han was by this time endangered by the wizard Saruman,
though the king did not come to know it yet. For Saru-
man had begun to fortify Isengard, and to call to his
service orcs and evil men.

Four years later Denethor became Steward of Gondor.

He was a wise and valiant man, a masterful ruler, and
subtle in mind. He married a woman of Dol Amroth, the
coastal fief of Gondor, but she died young in 2988,
leaving Denethor two sons, Boromir and Faramir. Her
death greived Denethor deeply. It seems to have been
after this that the Steward first dared to use the pal-
antir of Minas Tirith. No one had done this since 2002,
when the Nazgul took Minas Ithil and its palantir. With
the stone, Denethor gained much knowledge of what went
on in other lands, but the use of it aged him greatly,
for to make the stone obey him, he had to pit his will
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overruns Eriador. The Ndmenoreans (Men, not Elves ar did use force occasionally. The last two quotes

or Valar) come back with a great fleet and defeat refer to a victory made possible by help from the
Sauron who survives and flees. The nine ringe- Valar, so, even if the "Host of Valinor" was com-
wraiths (the MNazgll) appear and Sauron regroups but posed of Elves, who survived the earlier hopeless
is forced to surrender by Ar-Pharazon, who takes him war, the use of force was enabled if not used by the
back to N{menor where Sauron corrupts the N{menore- Valar themselves to secure the victory. And what a
ans and causes them after some sixty years to assail fantastic price the descendants of the valiant Edain
Valinor in the "hope" that possession of the Undying had to pay because Sauron was allowed to escape Mor-
Lands will bring immortality. So the Valar, the goth's destruction. What a price the Noldor had to
"Lords of the West" (III,392), "laid down their pay for Morgoth's actions for as Tolkien says (III,
Guardianship and called upon the One, and the World 519), "...but the history of those that returned to
was changed., Numenor was thrown down and swallowed Middle-earth in exile was grievous...'" Does this
in the Sea," (III,392) but Sauron "survives" and re- '~ sound as if we have competent Guardians with a
turns to Middle-earth as an evil spirit who can nev- consistent policy to protect their charges?
er again assume a form fair to men. Not that this
was much of a handicap since later Sauron twice Finally, we admit that the Valar were not their
comes close to enslaving Middle-earth, own final authority. They were responsible to '"the
One" (III,392) or to (and possibly the same) "the
THE TALLY SHEET Elder King" (I,310; I,392), the latter of whom at
least appears not to have been one of the Valar him-
Well, there you have it, Morgoth is allowed to self. We find, for example, that 'the Valar were
come, establish his realm and create-evil of all not permitted to take from them [@ume1orean€] the
sorts. He is then allowed to steal the Jewels and Gift of Men..." (III,390; underlines mine).
equally important, to poison the Two Trees, which
"gave light" to the land of the Valar., BHe is al- Even so, we must conclude that the Valar them-
lowed to decimate the Elves and Edain in a "hope=- selves bear a heavy share of the responsibility for
less war'" and to destroy, possibly with the aid of being Guardians of the World.,
Sauron, virtually all of Beleriand. When two gener-
ations later, EHrendil does get the help needed to How well did they perform as Guardians of the
defeat Morgoth, EHrendil never gets home and Sauron World? It is hard to imagine how they could have
escapes the breaking of Thangorodrim and the des- done more poorly. If one accepts the responsibility
truction of Morgoth., Sauron is allowed to run ram- of being a guardian, that responsibility includes
pant and later to corrupt the Nimenoreans tc the + protecting his ward from harm by whatever means are
point where they break the Ban. At this point the appropriate to divert or obviate that harm. They
Valar cause many thousands of Ndmenorean men, women appear to have been grossly inconsistent about the
and children to die while destroying their fleet and use of force. They decided at long last, when their
their homeland, but the Valar fail to take care of écharges had been all but wiped out, to enable the
Sauron, ~use of force at the urging of a man who was able to
obtain a hearing only because he had a talisman made
It is interesting that the Valar are against by an E1f they had exiled. When that force was
the use of force by FEanor to recover the Silmarilli. wused, they omitted to deal also with Sauron who al-
They are even willing to let Valinor be unlighted, ready had tortured the very hills (I,340). A4s
Yet when EHrendil finally gets the help (unspeci- Guardians of the World, the Valar were, to be spe=~
fied) to defeat Morgoth, he is removed from the cific, tragically incompetent.
land of the living and Thangorodrim is broken.
The "breaking'" of a fortress is not a gentle under- Lven if defensible, this conclusion in no way
taking. detracts from Tolkien's magnificent work. Rather we
are led to wonder why Tolkien chose this kind of
Other passages pertinent to this point are: performance for his Guardians of the World, a much
",..in the battle of the Valar when the world was more difficult question. And if the answer to this
young." (IIT,138), "And yet not so many, not so question is not to be found in The Lord of the Rings
fair, as when Thangorodrim was broken.' (I1,319), we have yet another reason to be eager for the pub-
and finally, "The First Age ended with the Great lishing of the Silmarillion for Tolkien tells us
Battle, in which the Host of Valinor broke Thangoro- (II11,389) that "of these things [in the First Agé]
drim and overthrew Morgoth," (III,452, underlines the full tale, and much else concerning Elves and

mine) The first quote makes it certain that the Valk Men, is told in the Silmarillion."
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