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by sdoyel n. Lrummona er, in his camamts on 1.1:.'J

what functiorns in life
Royal L. Drummend fills. The descriptions of his ner-
sonal life, habits, end activities sc.ttered in this i
issue are baffling, "
Coooornn, ir Y“arner, vhat you saidl
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e e & e for me, tiere's nothing quite so pleasent ag talk-

TS ing or vriting about myself. iy interest in this cubd =
. . 0 o . T ) i PO o q U | (ag)
Ject is deep, fascinated md inexhmistible, end no zctivity is quite so vewarding ag>

that of courmnicating to others the myriad entrancing facets of my personzlity. The r":
-- 3 g - . - . .. ) s
'I' key on ny typer has had to be replaced *hree times, =0 orter is i% used. Surpnﬁm

singly, the audiences that can be nersueded to stamd still for suc. (iscourse ore 1® |

few and far between, and moct of the time I am reducwi to talking to myself.

50 you can imag@ine ry glee when I read these vords of Lerity's, There, celivered
into my hands, wes a large group of intelligmnt peonle vho gladly read cvery vword I vgj
write in the feint hope of finding sancthing worth wiile, 4nd one of £iem nas zctu- et
ally asked for it. Hot digzity! i

I didn't even finish the meiling, but daried down the brs-ment steir, whkipned the o

cover from my typevriter, and tepped out tirece Gouble-speced pages of 1idhi vhimsicdy !
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(from 'uckspeakz‘ Fo.3, last issue, sayc, VI waakyus
rAPA lng, 59) like to kmow nrecisaly
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el description of myself, faily, surroundings, hobbies, and philosophies., Two weekdo |
b

later, after mulling the article over, I cdded tw more pages--single specec this
time-—-illum-neting certain aspects of my existence toct required more enanesis
was ot first realised. Then I put it away in the 'iuust Publish' file.

Tine pa-sed, the ¥.uPi deadline drew nigh--I sat at my red-edged teble, nendl in {1

h=nd, for just on: last perusal before stencilling, Delete a word heres, odi o corme ;""‘,

there, one lagt lock at Roget, fix that split infinitive----cviryone lxows how it

goes vhen a picce of vriting is very important. well, it tumed out to be preity @

good, if I Go say so myself, pretty dam gpod.

Une last time I went throush it, metaphorically tuming myself into 2 counle of I
othar guys vhe wanted to know vhat this fcllow Lrummond vies reclly like. I amiled -
quietly at a portienlerly apt vhrase, laughed outricht at a penetrating witticism, o

mind, iy cves swent back over the sentence just rcads
"I an the only man in the world who has cver been bitten by a ceer.t
Rather sweeping statement; ien't it. No semanticist I, but evan to me there is

3 q . . g q N . - wn
noducd sazely as a telling point was made. Sudeenly o werning bell sounded in my @&
—i

something a little too grandiose about that scntence. It iz per cetly txue thai T i
was once bitten by a decr, tut am I the only mim who hus suffered so? In Ge viole e
world? Ever? ':Ci
Uh-uh.,
I tried amemding it, thucly: g;

e brobably the only men in the werld vio has been bitien by a deer. )
Nope, still too all-inclusive, Concidering e habits o. kmown deer, e sictenent
is fairly safe, but suppose tomorrow somconc were to discover a spceies of carmivor-
ous deer vinich preys on a lost tribe et the hesdwaters of the amagzon, Wy, L'c be |-

g - = . 3 299 513 o e A 1 . 0
the laugiing stodk of FAPA! Zven Aesregarding that poseibility, what if the stete- |y

ment were challenged on the bacis of credibility; what data had I to support it? fi
None whatsoever.

well, I thought, how zbout limiting the iield to Seattle, Perhaps that could be
veritied. So the next day I spent a couple of nours combing the librexry--—-—result
negative. Success! No record awiywacre of a deer biting 2 man in sSeattle. llowaver, myl %
elation was shortlived. 4 horrid suspicion sent me back to scarch for recoxds of dogh.
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bites., iveryone knows thiat people are occasionally bitcen by dogs. Yet mr utter l :
Gisgust I found thet no one secmed to be swvliicimtly interested in sue: “apuenings e
to keep trode of ther. Certainly, deer bites would only bore peopls o & begss
ously indifferent nature. People could get thans:lves Gwourod by desr every day, at
high noon in the busiest street in town, -nd these negligent peonle, vhowmer they |..
pight be, would ignore it completely. Obviously, they could mot be Gepeaded on to

prove my point., N P :
Eome again, I gazed dejectedly at the offending words. It secemed as 3 e

though all mention of the incident would have to be omitted from the ' "’ ' 5 i

article. But (I said excitedly to myself) it is a fact, a highly in- { i

teresting foct, in my life. It is an integral factor in the sequence \'\J-«-’j
of avents thet have mede me vhat I -m todey. Even now, long after it 7y
hzppened, I remanber the ocourrence vividly, and not a year goes by "Why do yon al-
but that I em reminded of it. The discerning people vho read this b indlge+i \.‘
gketen will not be satisficd with a mere deseription of my present B LEE, i ma_.}'frq.-e
will want to know vhat has formed me thus. It would be unfair to lezvs them ignorant
of this vitelly importent incident. L
So I pondered. Then, quick like a batchiecon, the solution wrote itself in words of }cb- ;
fire on the surface of my mind. Triumphantly the pemcil mimicked it,
“I am the only m= of my ege prusenily living at 2312 44th ive.3VW, Seattle i.ash-
ington vho has been bitten by & deer.

That's 211. Just wented to let the resders kiaow how scrupulously every word that |
eppears in this sterling publicotion is weishod for dinototion, comotation, and
spelling. Not for me the slipshod, hastily fovricateu, wordy bits of airy nothing-
ness that are found in, for exmmplc, the London Times, Mcaty, solid, factucl, abscl-.s
ute accuracy---those are some of my watchwords, (I got a million of them, ) You Can IS |
Put Your Confidence In Gen-- er, Dudkspeak, r;

The article? well, I have decided it needs =2 little more thought, 2 trifle more Ilo
careful consideration. where there's one misstotement thers may be mors, you know, = |
"I once knew a fan who hated stories by Dr Keller so mich that vien he sav one in an
issue he wouldn't read the story in front of it nor the one after!” —FuJ k.
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e Art widner told us this zbout a year zgo: you cen beliove it om

VIIWER'S IOV ; : N i
; LU not."She suddenly stood up and went to the door mmd fluwag it

A

{from 3peer's Sus-

teining Program open, Drooling ecid, she said, 'uwhen you don't ubtterly disgust { ;
N 9 N ) herel -« e}
Sprinz, 1942) me you bore me to tears. Herc's your hat and there's the docr, g |

end if I never see you again that will be exzctly twenty—scven !
minutes too soon.' /it that I stopped dead on the sill, 'Jet back, beautiful; did |
= you just happen to say twaiby-seven |3
minutes, cr did you get it out of =
story?' 'No,' ane said, 'T-~are you read..
aing Second Stage Lensmen toc? 1've
read everything Snith has witian,!
'Lady,' I szid, 'I've not only read
Suithy I met him at & Cenvantion last
year, and I've oot a line on the myst-|

|
g |
ciy of the srisians,' i.ell, for good- | |
ness ske,' she said, shoving me vack || |
to thz suofa, 'tell me about it. Huwe =1
you uet my of the other anthors too? 't 5 |
W et 0 Lo |
WE_fore the unimaginable hower of thosd
~ full-driven ganerators, the cuter ) I
S s A B N (. x0T screens flared and went devn 1lize the | |
TS AT e T o e 4, dostrine of substance before locke, i
"YOU'RE JUST KALADJUST=D.™ Berkelev and Hums, " S0 20T



