HOW 70O WRITE A STORY

by LYLE MONROE
(From Spaceways Vol. 3, No.2, Jonuary 1942)

Znamed] G %;’*« The first thing to do is to be sure that you have
| EYPLEN £3 by 'e?ﬁt Willia, Ie plenty of white paner, socond sheets, carbon,.eto.If
a0 fUpper\}‘c:'?(’wn’l{‘ijlﬂié % you're short on any of those it's best just to stop
G#Hﬁtis‘sﬁ’é Y Tioay ,g evervthing and run dovm to the corner to buy what you

VING CLARKE %] need -~ mustn't let anything inberrupt the flow of
T e LT T T inspiracion onoce it's started.But don'is stop to look
W WA X : over the magazine gstand -~ that!s fatal.

Okay now -~ got everything? Let's socejpaper, oar-
bon, eraser, ashtray, oigarets, matches -. wupal No glass of wabtor. tep into the
bathroom and get ite That brings your face up olose to the mirrors Son, youtro get-
ting bald. No doubt about it; you can't oell that a high forehead any longer. And
your walstline isn't looking any too good.

All right, all right! Vhal I need is fresh aire Wy not just drop everything and
take a run over to the Grand Canyon? Too muoh time apont at the mill isn't good for
a man, makes him stales It would really be professional vork anylhow, gaethering mate
erial for a Western. You remember whet they said about "Outlaws! Code"? Well, what
if they did? What do they expoot for pulp wopd rates? -- Bret Mlarte?

Anyway, how mbout a little drive over to the Canyon?  You could be back in three
deys, say four, and yourwork would be all the better for it. Clear the city fumes
out of the head -- good line that, better write it down.Wait a minute, you read that
line somewhore. Well, whet if I did, one phrase isn't plagiarism. I wasn't going to
use it anyhow.

Okay, get back in there and get to work.

Better steort some coffev. Great stuff, ooffees Did Shakespearc have coffce? Maybe
you could do an iabtimate essey on that -- or a wooky artiole for Esquires Couldn't
be worse than some of Hemingwey's stuff --what'!s Hemingwoy got that you haven't got?
Aside from a good agent? :

You cen't afford a trip right now, Grand Canyon or enywhore. Better write this
yarn, then you ocan do ite Maybo it had better be a novelco: irather then a shorb;
There's a car peyment coming ur -- don't forget that.

Back at the mill =~ Pumiy what o hypnotic effect a shect of whito paper has. Trit
-or's insommia, that'a what it is.Con't sloep cxoopt when facing a typewritver.Vhat's
it going to be this time? Wesbern, whodoneit, science-fiction? Science =...that's o
hot onel Anything more involved than a lmife and fork would be just too much machin.
ery for you, chum.What would you do if you were strandod on a planetoid with nothing
but a broken-down fourth-order atomio ultraconverter o holp you? Remember viet you
did when you tried to fix thet hot wabor hesbor? Romanber?

Well, how ebout a horror story? That oughbt %o suit your mood. Add a sox angle and
you could throw your heart into it. Ploasant subjeot, seit No, the word rote is too
low., Better make it science-fiction, then nobody can eriticize your technioczl mow-
ledge of “he lowly steer, or guns, or something. Boetter not be too speoifio,thoush-=
some of these fans can be pretty unrelenting, and they've had high-school physios
a good deal more racently thon you have. '

A mon practically has to stand on his head to make a living in this towm. I won-
der if anybody oould use a good prossagent?

Anyhow that idea about being cast awny on a planetoid isn't bad, isa't bad. Could
call it "Castaway Cairn", <thot's got a nice ring to it and suggests action. Sounds
familiar though. Weinbaumish. No, that was "Redemption Cairn". Too imich alikes LMaybe
not, 1it's not identical and Weinbeum didn't own the Eaplish language. No, but he
could use it a demn sight better then some guys here in this rooms

Maybe tho title ought to suggest interplanetary, the oash customers cre suckers

&L

for imterplanetery. Look what they got awgey with in Buok Rogers. I'1ll bet poor old




Phil Nowlen is lknowm as "Spimming Phil" wherever he's gone.Too bad about Nowlan.Well
woe got to die sometime, I supposs. Nowlan, Weinbaum, Farmsworth Vright --

Yes, but wvre got to eat now. You ocould bring in the cairn idea by having it be left
by another explorer,a guy that tho historions don't lmow anything about and then whot
ho learned ~- the first guy -- savos the second guy in the end. Sounds familior --
wasn't there something Iike that in the old Astounding, when Cleyton published it?
There vms a mag! --two cents a word and up.Anyhow, that was a long time ago and there
‘aren't any new plots -. it's all in the writing.

Well, how did he happen to be a castaway? Dont worry sbout that now; get the title
down and a good fast hook -~ you can take that up lator.

A hoolz really ought to have dialogue,better starc out with two charaoters.Two men?
A girl, maybe, and givo a littlo love interest? Restrained, of oourse. Or how about a
parrot, a parrot that he talks to becauso he's so lonely. No, not a parrot, a -- &
Venerian avivox. MNow you'ro getting somewhere, kide Sorewy onimals ars always copy.
Parcicularly when they ere kinda human bub strange -- outrd. Good word, outrd. It's
got body. Too bad these hack vriters have worked it to death.

iflavbe 'it would be a good idea to spend a couple of hours digging through Roget for
some color words. List 'em -~ pep up the old style. Naughty, neughtyl “irite dovm thal
title -- you're stalling.Canter the papor,backspace one-two-tliree-four-five-six-soven

CASTAWAY CAIRN
by

Hmmm -- this ribbon is getting sorte prey. Bettor change it -=- editors like niae
black copy that they can read easily.Do you suppose that they can read without moving
their lips? Stow it, chum, stow it <= you'we boon trasted iwell enough. All you have
to do is to write it, tThey have to road it.

I wonder when someone will invent a ribbon that can be changed without ocelling out
the militia? Better go wash your hands. Now - rotype that title.Llool:s bettoer, doesn't
it? Say, maybe this is going to be o good ene. Vhat neme should it go undor? Monroo?
You remember what they did to the last one under that neme? All but Asimov - good
guy, Asimov, lkmows writing when he sees it. Iilust drop him e line some time and thank
him, All right, Monroe it is. Now for the hook «~-

"Think we'll ever see Terra azain,you black billed scamp?" Larry Merston scratched
the bony toplmot of his four-winzed pet. " 'Hevermorel! Arrrrk -."

All right, all right., Now you'wve done it. Now you've got to finish it. You know
dained well that if you ever fail to finish a story you'wve once started, you'll never
finish another one. Go ahead. Geot going. Where does it go from there? Or would you
rather go back to working for your living?
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A TAN IS A SLAV IS A FAN
\ Fandom is en octopus and fandom is a snaliey
Fandom is a woy of life, ond {fondan is o falke;
@ ? Fandom is a drift%ing ship with none ebhoard to guide it;
i Fandom is Pondora's Box withh deroes hid inside it;
3 Fendon is psychotie, or it's sublimated sex;
\ Fandom is an irritant, a poin in all our necksy
Fandom is the adolescant's mental growing poins;
) Fandom is tho N3F, tho NSF maimbaines
/ Fandom is the state from whilch F.Tovmer has resigned;
Fandom is a melon with no pulp bshind the rind;
Fandom's fostered by the pros, which think all fon are dogs)
Fandom is a notion in the neurons of Redd Boggs;

Fondom i3 a social boon for serviceman and tropper;
Fandom is 2 training ground for candidatos for FAPA;
Fandom is a babel whore each beenie hos a votes
Fandom is what fandom is what fandom is -~ unguote.
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