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MY LIFE WITH THE-CAT PEOPLE

by JaiES BLISH (from Tumbrils No.4) "(Excerpt)

I don't vont anyone to get the notion thoet I dislike cats, or
harbor o2ny sort of grudge. )y friends 1l hrve heard me s2y I
refuse to merry until I cen find 2 women who will bear me kittems,
end thisg is only partly due %o -y dislike for children. No; my <hole
intention in setting down these events is to correct the misinformed.. N R i
people who zlways cngwver, "Well, 1 like Jdttens, until they gmw up, " = ¢ _i'-'.-..;.;-,:;-azs-.-

< mature cat, usuzlly, hes lost the strlaciocuas curiosity which ookes living witn a
kitten & gomewhot dengercus process. This nosiness tckes peculizr forms, cepecdally whef
linked with the feline interest in fishing mnd running vater generslly; I once owned &
soell bieck Tom sho was perpetually climhing up my trouser-leg to ‘peer in ond see what
thot noise wes., There weg £ time when I thought this trick cacming, if somenhnit morbidj

tat tuct vms before he was replaced by Curfew, whose curicsities led hér up the inside
of the trouser-leg.

This 1atter climb took plece oné evening while 1 woa sitting in the ﬁtmt rocn lisftend .

ing to sore records. The kitten wng quite amall, ond orce seated on my thigh in the '
dr.rkmess, could not figure out how she had gotten there, why she had wented to be there
in the first place, or how to get out. attempts to ease-hexr back down the wry she hd

cozc resulted merely in scers on my leg. I wes forced finelly to let the boosgt out vin
my fly.

Nnd this been the end of the matter all would have been well; however,.cs Corfew
blinked forth into the light, I looked up °nd discovered that I had forgotten to pmull
down the windowshado, and that the woman in the néxt lpartment wns wetching the vhole
proveceding acrmss the airshaft. The expression en her face could not hrve been vilder
hed she been confronted with a shugroth; and for months afterwards ne could not nect
her on the stoirs without her rmttermg to hersclf:

'w Godl m_xvs|l|

"The roof was blown off during 14
the war, but we will scon have ONE AAL IS T

"(, = hardly éever reads arything about ‘stf or scienes in a fanzine.'
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it repaired. The aight of the ¢

5 attention from my gexmonas,"

—Honrv Tlsrer in W' #46, Spt. 1625
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Trere evista a py young bewer; Roscoe is thia tewer's name,
und he seems like most young bLasvers, tut he imn't quite the

same, for althouzh the rest are brewish, or 5 muddy greyssb-tiug,
vhen ya take 4 look at Roacoa, why the look goes right on 4!

He eniot be sesn in water, he canot bo sen in adr, md 47
he didn't Wte you, yomu wuld vaw he wuan't there. But hisg tecth
2rc keoen ag chisclo #nd if you comit 2 ain, Fosooce will find cut
about ity end ha'll Wto you ;n the ehin.

Roymec watchea cut fhr stfen whereeoaver they sy bo, frem the
cryons to the deaort, from the mountzing to tho mee. Hs'a e idaid
and helpful beaver, sdding fan in meny weys, end ho mexits Sornich
wrmlip on thu Sacred Bewor Duys.

Tozso days arc two in mmben ona'a the fourta doy of July—
it'c the duy vhen Roscoe flies & fiery speccship in tho oy, It ido
bunor, on that deto, 8 trmee should fall on fon diseandan, ord
cvoly truc disciple should cgsemhle i convemtion.

The scoond dey 1a Lebor Day, the date of Roscoe's Wirth, ‘ha
tdtute should be paid him over all the fhmmisgh Ezrth, whqa ~11
fn shell neet thdr fellews to lock beok upon the yeor end sholl
drirk a toest to Rosooe in thut other zreat ghod: Bhasr.

Niowy Bogcoe helpa hia followers in many, many vays; just o
liat e vould coneme 2bout A hmdred Bllion dryas he reducss
typing arrora; he rakes fonclub lews oore stable; ne keopa lric-
do'z. pema end styli frem o-rolling off tho table.

H> palea rmimeos print 1ygidbly, =skea typor ritbons 1eost; ho
kcepa L:cta from pulling tenera vhen they're writing of tho poct;
hc clirbs into arowiod rewsatsmds, fexrrots out the stfish ginas,
md =tirects the fen's sttention via tclepathic bosna.

-0acce crowls in cluttared cornors where the bockstorea' trcro-
urzg gtend and despite the dust and darkmess guidea the greping
“urmidi hond thot 4t misses the obascuring mesa of mmngaone, serii-
+cac books cnd brings up the mre edition for waich arery stion
T de

=G 1t's Hoscoo who puts hlinkers on the greedy ucelors! civa
'© thgy sell thdr stf like otker pulps, at ralf the ccver xico,
‘G 2t'c Rosece who takes cognizence of whot yu're eloey: vid.in!
tnd erxinges that you find tho mag in rerfuet pint aondition,

-nl sy ochor bouns befell those tiue and fidih:l £ cha
wroe that Toscce nzrits baipg horoursd orong o=, a:d € Hreove
that tey ere striving to 21741 the Rosccc Goul, suimit thetr
reuce for listing on the Reaeceo Teror Roll,
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