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We enter our BfH'yr with 9 nose. to our credit for '44
& a New Y¥r's Resolution to make that 10O or more iIn '45.
With that end In view, we expect to send U another Vom !n-

side the next 4 wks.' Alva Rogers will move from bacover

/ to front spot tor the Jan '45 ish. And at this time, wish

to thank the booster bunch who contributed angel money fto-

ward the materialization of the lovely litho on the back this time.

Thzy were, namzly, & to wits: Benson Perry, Walt Daugherty, Don Thomp=-
son, Jimmy Kepncr, Raym Washington, Fran Lancy, Mari B-th Wheeler,
Myrtle Douglas, Bob Tucker & Mel Brown.

We are indebted to the Dunk-
elbergers, Walt & Lorraine, she for stenciling the demure mermalid, he
for mimeoing ift. Twas all quite voluntary, a surprise donation tord
the measure of pleasure to be sttorded U by the Annish.

Lined up tor
Jan are letters by Rothman, Rowland, Chidsey, Brazier & Mason. Fea-
turzd will be one of our tamous supplements, the 2d by Francis T Lan-
¢y, Some Sociological Aspects of Fandom. This is a long article go=-
ing thoroly info the subject of the "stetnate" vs tandom. "Bloch 1s
right. Speer is right. Washington is right," says Lancy. "Yes, ev-
cn Dezgler was right, [%m afraidi" Why? Read this dramafic Voms hel |
in the New Yr Num!

A

rrc Ry Speksed

"Yep, that front cover knocked my eyes outa'/
P
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UALIER ROOSTER, alias Liebsoher, the Ereak of Battle
Creek, résumés the swap-happy days of the Nth Slanmvention. But, first, he wants Lo
meption: Congrats on the resurrocted VOM. You are hitting your old stride again,
rather your writers arc hitting their old stride. Thank Ghu for the absence of nudcs
and the deeline of rcligious argument, which nover gets aunywherc fast. Commendutions
also for tho rogulerity of VOM. iy pot pcove of late is thc flash-in-the-panzines
that 'hit the stonds' for onc or two 1issucs, products of the cditors ovor-cxuberonec,
then discppear completely. So, all hail VOM on its anniversary.

Bob Bloch deserves
a pat on the buck for his kind words obout FANCYCLOPEDIA. That guy kills me. Can
anyone tell me how to get the rights to his Funtosy column that oppeared in Fantesy
Mogoziney 1td like to reprint them in Chenny (Chenticleer. Try JuliuSchwartz, 255 E
188, NYC). Bloch's "Master of Weird Fiction" was the most hifoerious fan humor ever
£o appear in a fanzine,

The umpteenth Slan Sheckon is now & thingof the past. At-
tendees included Charlie !Tumithak' Tanner, Kwinkie Robinson, Ken (sad Kreugerian hu-
mor) Kreuger, BElsie Janda, Ollie (I adoor you) Snari, the Slen Shackers, the Slan
Shack regulars, and the Slan Shockups—-what cm I saying¥

First arivee was Tumithok,
somewhore in the vicinity of Thursday proccding the fostival wock ond. I walked
through thc door this night and fcll flat on my puss. ("Kitten on thc Kisscr")
Strowm, holtor skclter, over the living room werc thousands of charIfc's mincral
rocks. Ashloy, oagerly soaking up knowledge of fossils, feldspar, jasper (what, no
sidc-car to soak up too%)s, looking at the tcacher with open jaw, pourcd (sig] over
TR ~various prottics and caccoccahcd, and ooooocoooohed ot intervals, Somotime later
Charlic peckcd his fossils into o box, Suddenly we misscd Ashlcy. Tonnor traipscd
the housc in a dazc for the next fow days, sure ho didn't find 2 particular fassil
in his colloction., "Biggest hunk of granitc I cver saw", ho kept oxcleiming.

End-
less argumonts over time thoorics, cndless arguments ovor why, cndless argumcnts over
whon, ondloss argumcnts over whaty Innumorablo gups of coffee, hours of diseussion
over the breakfast table.

Friday midnight and disappointment over Jandas non-arrival.
Soturdey morning and Kreuger's emnciated countenanse storing at me as 1 climbed out
of bed to go to work, Shaving with c copy of Englcnd's "cursed" in onc hand, the re-
zor in the othor; suddenly find mysclf rcading the razor oand shaving with thc book,
(Shevian humor.) Plcading with Krueger to hold off thc book trading till I eamc home
PEoE Rk~ ~BXoitcd ond domn sorry I had to work, Swoating it out at work, knowing
things werc poppin at Slan Shack, Start to transeribc o letter the Coptein had dic-
tated and find, instead of official correspondence, "I hope Ashloy hasn't glombed on-
to Blackwood's "Tongues of Fire", or "The Complote Short Storics of Saki", containing
"Beasts and Supcr-Boasts",

The mad dash townword, into tho photo shop to pick up

Saari's prints of thc Bufflocon pics, o sigh of contontmont as I eross the threshold
of Slan Shack, into thc midst of fen,

Talk, talk, talk, fcn, fun, fen. Buffot sup-
por, good food, too cxeited to cat, somohow £i11 stomach, Wend my way upstoirs to my
room, to listcn to Boston Pops, siloncc hurts the oors. Turn on the rodio, scttlec
back with o copy of "Slcop No Morc", nlwoys road whilc listoning to conecrts. In the
midst of "Housc of Sounds® cnd o suitc for strings, whon Elsic Janda arrives, Te
holl with thc conccrt, or Derloth's marvcllous colloetion, Elsic is hore. Her charm-
ing smilc, shc's got somothing for mo, honds mo "An Anctomy of Life" (thc nudist
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thing out, no dout?) and "Wonderful Adventurcs of Nils", Thc formor is o prescnt for
which ITm viry grotcful,

Marvellcus chaos, Tykono asks mec to perferm on the iverios,
I stort "Mairzoc Doats" to rib Jack, cmbollish it and it suddenly roscmbles a Boch
fugue, Jack smiles, says I must be a good musician cause I can even meke "Vairzee"
(ah, "Let's Make Mairzeec"!) sound like music. My piano playing drowns the noisc of e
thooriticel argument between Ashley, Sueri, ond Tannor, they go upstoirs with a we-
intcllootuals—have-no-time-for-music look on their facces,

Coffce again., Pooms load
to limoricks around the kitchen tablc, Limoricks get a woe bit smutty. We adjourn
to the library for a good old fashioned story scssion, Hilarious tolcs by Tonnor,
Jendo, Abby Lu, Thelma, Krougor, Kwinkic, mysclf, A rocoms poker gamc in tho dining
room, Ashlcy, Counts, Porry, Evcns, Saori being the participants. I go out to the
back porch, spy o bucket of apples, bring them in so tho story tcllers can moisten
thoir threats, applo coros seem condusive to gocd storios. (But of corcs! And to
think it 21l begon with Adam's Applel) Fimally sheer exhaustion domands sloGp.

Up-
stairs to bed, but not to slocp, Limcricks the order of the hour, our loughter
shakos the foundotion of Slan Shack when Ken rceitos the following, which will prob-
ably be censored:

(We cest pegrls bfor Searles and--
Defy ihe Foul Fiendy)

A nudist gal weoring three raisins
A mnsquerade prize wans her goal
The judges scid lookie, from the front she's a cookle
From the bock shets o parkor house roll

Sleep, & sleep of exhaustion., None.of the usuael dreams, too tired I guess to
dream, Sundey morning. Sleep still beckons, but I £ight it, Go downstairs, to find
the poker geme haed continued all night, - Jandae, who was going to bed whon I went up-
stairs, had joined the game instoad, I find, to my great glee, that shc won over ten
bucks from supposcdly oxport male players.



One of the mature loving fen suggest e trip inte the
woods, to partake of the beauty of Michigan autumn, Wonderful idea. Theima. Abby
Lu, Janda, the inseparables. Ty and Jack, George, non~fan visitor, and I take off

likc big birds (they rosket like ross), We aro waylayed by a hickory teee whizh had
shcd a plethorea oF muls. TAn hour or so picking hickory nuts, while Thelon satics
somebodys applc orchard. Holf a bushel of hickory nuts in the trunk of the eov . eny-
nishcd with juicy rod apples., Thelime stopping the car cverynow and thom in saueh or
wild grapos (it's a gropc ;}Eg?o The bridge over the rapids, & long walic in bicolic

splendor, noticing the 1i%Tis boanties such as spider webs, thistle pods, Abuy riads
e rarity, a white voilet (nof 2 violeh Teilel, mind; that woud be outrg). Jenda
calmly petting a huge spidei, looking for snake dens. "George suddenly noticing a pe-
culiar bulge on one of the tires, we have no spare. Wethinks it's time to wend our
wey homeward and pray (whq@?;) the tire holds. Stop on the way, it gifs ice cream
for supper. Slan Shack again.

Another meal., Fen sprawling over the chairs, loungcs,
contentcd looks on their faces as they rub their bloated bellies (0y canit U be more
delicatey Say, instead, distended ggpi;igu§§g§). Wiedenbeck picks up his guifar and
plays one of the three piéces He can remembér. Kreuger playing on the ukelele, which
he can't, Saari, Kwinkie, Xen and I give out cowboy ditties, corn them up as mueh as
possible. Ashley, a throwback from the roaring twentics, shows us how he pleyed the
ukc whon he courtcd Abby in that mad age. He informs mo that he can play the ukelele
better than I can sing. An inanc comparison. The fon cowboy quartet get slight
smutty, we quit whon sufferors threaton mayhem, ("Aint It a Sheme About Meyhem?")

After another coffec session some get tired, retire, ©nc of those wonderful
fangeb sossions gradually tekes form, Janda, Kwinkie Robinscn, Kreugor, George. and
I talk until three in the morning, We lct down our hair, discuss cach cthev nrobicms
frankly, my hcart gladdens et tho understanding of the midwest fon, N Gretroladss:
we point out each others faults, discuss them intelligently, try to irom nuc diffi-
cultics, noticc and, most essenticl, toleratec the idiosyncrasics of cach cthiy,
Thenk how fan-fouders could benefit by onc of these sessions. We starv rer hol five
or six times (six raises its ugly head ). Discuss the proposed jaunt to Celifcrnie.
The midwest fon Wanb us to stay in Battle Creek, I suddenly roalize that I° 1L mwoss
them torribly. Throe A M end we finnlly hit the hay.

I awcke in the morning with a
torrific cold. Decide I can't go to work., Should really stay in bed, bubt don’t,
How could I%? Slan Sheck unusually quict. Everyonc thinking cbout leaving, and hat-
ing the thought. Fon packing thoir bogs. Ken soys if wo're going to dicker of
books, we'd bettor get it donc, We dickor. Fronk hocklos during our trading scs-
sion. Eycs my bound volume of Fantastic Novcls, asks what I want for it, I tell him
$25, my usual answer. Ons of these days he'll agreec. I trade "No. 87", "Master of
the Microbs", "0dd John", and "Descent of the Atom" for "Tonguos of Fire", "The Com-
plotc Short Stories of Saki", "Curscd" and "Brood of the Witch Queen", Gontly chide
Ken for not scnding me my "Door of thc Unreal", Frank gots impaticnt, insists we go
downstairs. Ashloy trades first cdition of "Scven Footprints of Satan", "Prince of
Poril", and "Grand Canyon" for e brand now copy of "Sleep No Morc" and anothor book.
Gots another book for "Hopkins Manuscript", "Woman Alive" I think,

Suppcr at 5:30
and the train leaves scveral minutcs to six, Wiedonbock very sad bccausc Tyrono's
furlough (Zy is his Wac wifo) is over., The Slon Shackcrs c¢mbracc Tyronec, tcars arc
held back, but a"fow InsIst on cmerging., Hands sheke cnd linger togother. Robinson,
Krcuger, Goorge and Ty climb into the cor, wave goodbyc, They're gone. Held back
tears wrinkle the faccs of those who are left, Practically the cnd.

Elsie Janda
stays until the next day. That night we have & last session around the kitchen table,
Somebedy states they get e kick out of Frankie, did ycu notice this, wasn't this or
thet swell, we get to bed fairly early, midnight. Elsie stops in my room on the way
to bod, to look at my copy of "Land of Unrcason". Sho wasn't aware that it was pub-
lished in bock form.

Tucsdey morning end the old grind, I call up Slan Shack and
tell Elsic geodbyc as I have to go to the doctor and won't be home in time to see her
off.

I walk into tho house Tucsday night after work, It's quiet, awfully quiet. .#

it i sV s i

Even if you'd not specifically invited it on p. 11, the current superb issuec of
Vom would ccrtainly draw some sort of comment from me. #36 is thc best issuo, I be-
licve, that I have rcccived since I sterted getting the mag with #24. Perhaps the
rcason is that it hed nothing by me in it!

Anyway your cover lacks scmething very im-
portant...a caption. You hinted at the truth ancnt the upper portrait, but I-feel
thot 211 fendom should know that these two. pictures represent the rage felt by Fwgnk
"Eyc-Bwows" Webinson and Merlin "Sneggle-Tooth" Brown when they learn of your locat-
ing o now mogezine store. "I wouldn't mind if he werc a ccllector,..." as onc of
thom scys! "But theso "#$%°7" denlors..eesi”

; Yngvi 1944 is the pure business.
While no doubt some of the more inhibited fans will criticise you for being somewhat
toc emotional in your approach, I feel that you did an admirable job of expressing
the natursl resentment feclt by a decent fan in the face of the unboliecvabdly reprehen-
giblc? tactics of the Great Blue Nose. Aftor all, it is pleasant to me to fiud one
renking fan who has an emotion or so kicking arcund, and do¢s not attempt to pose as
o §1scmbodied brain, No person cculd fail to feel burning rescntment at Searlc's
;nldo trick, and it is & strange individunl indeed who can remain cool and (pseundo)-
intelloectunl when contemplating it. If onything, your distribe is tco mild,
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Williem Baring-Gould's letter has me thoroughly adither,

1 hope that this mysterious "upcoming literary project" materialises, soon. Keep us
posted.

Werner has o point about the awkwardness of filing the regal size--frankly,
I don't like it either-—-but it seems to me that the lad is tilting et windmills. No
matter what you did about it, he would still be confronted with 15 or 16 ccu_es cf
regal size Voms, plus the misccllaneous crud you mention. ONE more size aftoe your
having used threec elready, tnd you will jcin JWCampbell in my oditorial dogncusc: 5o
hang onto it--at least until you get enough to bind into a good fat volume,

This
londs mo to musc about methods used by differcnt fons for filing away their fanzines,
I hove bocn struck by the messy appeagance of ¢ll local collections save my own (Har-
rumph!), and particulerly by that of Acky's. (Aftcr r1l, the top West Cocst collec-
tion should also be tops in the monner it is houscd and displeyed.) Tucker binds
mony of his--which of ccurse is the best deal if one hes the dough to expend. How-
cver, after two ycars of use, I can rucommend my own mothod unrcscrvedly, (Yeah, I
know you'vg seen it, but most of your readers haven't, so shut up, Ackcrman! Youfre
just tho editor snywsy.) The mags aro kept in opon, wocden filing bexcs, of which T
usc two sizes: (outside dimensions givon)s12-1/4x9x3" and 10x8x3". The larger tokes
stondord 8-1/2x11 mngs, wnd the smoller fit cither the half-sizo pages or mest of the
printed fmz. The boxes consist of nothing morc than thin (3/8") plywocd with cne
opon cdgey und erc sct upright in the shelves like bocks, with thc open edge feacing
the insidc of the book-case, The bexes are covercd with marbled paper, similar to
the flylcoves of old foshioned law bocks, and mrke o veory neat cppecrcnce on the
shelves, Within the boxes, the mags ere kept in chronological order., Neatly typed
labels on the backs of the boxes indicate which mags are kept in each one; however,
my ccllection hes outgrown this method, and I intend to number each box and sct up an
alphabetical file catalog of titles. The megazines are not kept alphabetically in
the boxcs, but rathor on o basis of rolations to cach cther and how they fit for
sizo. FAPAzinecs are filcd by meilings, oxcept that I have extracted the items which
interest me the most--kceping such mogs os Roader & Collector, Novacious, Walt's
Wramblings, Browsing Fu.n-Tods, En Gardc, Nove, Horizons, cnd o fow others in the same
numerical order by titles as though they were subzines, Pemphlets are kept in a sep-
0rotc bOXeeeeThis cntiro systom has its faults, but at loast I can lay honds on &
givon issuc at a moment's notice, and in addition I escapc having my shelves messcd
up by what appcars to bc a great stack of dog-carcd typing papecr. It occurs te me
that I can doubtless procurc onc of thesc boxcs that will hendle the Regal size, and
if this is the casc, thc Voms will no longer constitute a problom. So thero's o sug-
gosticn for Harry.

In connection with Speer's scconding of my former comments on the
desirabilty of e married 4sj with a bunch of little toddlers about his knee, fandom
should se¢ you in ection with my kids, You've got a way with them...

Wilimezyk 1s
all wet about the odor of the Goya nude on a certain Spanish stamp. The gal is a bit
cn the chubby side, but definitely nice looking; the pose is not bad either; and
(dontt tell anyone) she has not becn defaced by the ruthless hand of the censor. Or
moybe thoy wore just cut of razors.s...

Whilc I approve of Tigrinat's rcturn to the
sacred pages, 1 sinmecercly hope that the two years of hor abscnce have allowed the
fetish-worship that had grown up around her to die out complctely. As one of the
contributors, the gel's ok; as a subjcet of conversation, shets as trite as religion
or nudcs.

I'm an ignoramus,sir--cnd am cortainly gled I've never cloimed to bec a
hroin truster. Of Mr, Brewer's list, I know cf only the following: Spengler, Huys-
mon, Jung, Sade, Lear, Krofft-Ebbing, Bartck, cnd Heliday. The only oncs I'vc had
onough acqueintance with to cmount to cnything are Krofft-Ebbing cnd Billic Holiday.
(Billic, for the bencfit of the symphoniecs in our midst, is a highly compotent col-
orcd gel with a lovely voice. Shec made a whole slue of recordings, most of them
cither backcd by pickup bands of hor own or by Teddy Wilson's recording band (made
mostly of men from the orchestras of Count Basic and Bonny Goodman). Sho was a sin-
gles act at the crigincl cefc Socicty for o long time, has bcen featurced with various
bands--notebly that of Artic Shaw, and, I think, is now doing singles agoin, Her
voicc contoins a wistful, little-girl, ycarning timbre that'll kill you; in addition
sho is & wonderful improvisor, can take the most hackneycd meclody and makc it into
sompthing rare cnd wonderful., As vchiclos, she ususlly takos currcnt song hits and
works thom ovor, tho shet's clso done a fow original bluos--notably, Billic's Blucs,
Fino agnd liclicw, and the weirdly horrible Strapge Fruit. My personal favorite of her
rccosds is Gorshwin's Summertime, followed by Billic¢'s Blues, Strenge Fruit, and Ly

Templc gave Vom something exeellent. If you cver publish a Vomthology, I ro-
commond this lectter for a featurcd place, Comment on it is unnccessary, except that
it gives me an oppcrtunity to rciterate onc of my 0ld gripes—-why quit fandom in the
first placc and sccondly, if onc is going to quit, why docs it involve so much tur-
moil and messing aroundy Fandem is the best hobby I've known of-—cheapcst, most
voricd, most cxciting, ond certainly capable of doing far more for its fellowers, It
is quitc possible to abuse cne'!s participaticn, to become toc decply immerscd, but
then, I've kncwn lots of pcople who overcat habitunlly. The only concrete rcasons
I've cver been given for quitting frndom arc loss of intorcst and a fecling thet it
tckes too mueh time which might be spent to more proetical advantage. Loss of inter-
est, though a rather difficult phencmenon to understand and one to which I've devoted
considerablc space in some of my more rocent utterances, is assuredly a valid reason
to gquit. It is shcor stupidity to keop at anything after interest and desire have
lcft. But this thing of fandom's consuming tce much timG...» Look, kiddics, what is
tHoro about our time thet can possibly be so damned importanty We spend so many
hours a wcck working fer a living or preparing.to do so. So much more timc is spent
in cating, slecp, and personal caro, Tho rest of the time is for cnjoyment, isn't it
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From the $&¢ point of view, all spare time activities are
wasteful, but what the hell, chums, what the hell, Noses and grindstones meke a2 pu-
trid combination. I figure my spare time is going to be wasted anyway, and I'd just
as soon waste it in fandom as in some bar. Anytime the bar becomes more enticing,
I'm going there. If I fird anything I like better for my main hobby, fandom will get
dropped so fast that it'1l make your heed swim, But I'm certainly not going to quit

of a former fan ; as some local recent quitters have dono. (ygggg of these quaint
quaractors supplyd any fen who sonds a fin.) +#

« \G v;mn» (the Enigmg of Pclo Altc, Col) comes forth with: How appropriate thot
I should reccive the Hallowe'en issuc on Friday the 13th! The gro-
1 tosquey gargoyle-like faces on the cover oppealed to me greatly, Bro-
voll Let us have more cf these imps and demons by Alva Rogers and T/3 Harryhausen!
Which of these charming monstrosities was drewn by who? Or did beth artists collab-
orate in the drawing of each nf these...er...creatures? (Terror on top by Rogers,
I recently road for the first time Henry Kutt-
ner's "Open letter tc Tigrina" in the June 1942 issue of "The Voice of the Imagina-
tion". Ironically, Mr. Kuttner's "Open letter to Tigrina" was read by practically
everyonc except "Tigrima", until now. I wish to cxpress belated gratitude to Mr.
Kuttner for taking the time from his writing of wcird fiction in order to give me his
opinions and advice.

Meny of you held en antagonistic attitude toward me in bygone
days. 1 can see how you came to the comclusion that I was a spoiled young school
girl. Consider my position, however, Theore I was, for the first time away from the
confines of home life. What was more natural than that I should immediately take ad-
vantage of my new “"freedem", and delve heart and scul (?) into the study of Black Me-
gic, etc., and all the things that had been so strictly denied me? I was like the
youth who, being denied the us¢ of liquor at home, went to his first cocktail party,
imbibed with great gusto, not disoriminating in his chcice of liquors, and who, as e
result, became slightly confused, Tcday, I remein just as interested in the Black
Arts and other subjects pertaining to the Left Hand Path, but nct solely for the pur-
pose of "gaining power and revenge", DMNany of you scemed to think that my interest in
the Black.Arts and Fentasy and was a result of a desire for vengeance and power,

This was not so. I have been interested in occult matters and fantasy ever since I
can remember.

It has always been a great source of disappeintment to me that, al-
theugh I am intensely interested in the occult, I have never witnessed any so-called
supernotural phenomena, have experienced ne dresms that foretell the future, or oc-
currconces of similer naturc. If such things as ghosts or other denizens of the spir-
it world do actually exist, I wonder why they have not menifested themselves to me in
some manner, since I am so interested in the cccult. I hasten to add that I am not
of a superstitious nature, interpreting cach everyday cccurrence as a personal sign
or omen, nor do I sce “ghosts" in every dark corner and deserted lane, but I do en-
deavor to be receptive to such phenomena, should they exist, and care to make them-
selves kmown to me. It occurs to me to enguire in all seriousness if any of you Fan-
tasy friends have had any strange unexpleincble expericnces., If so, why not rclate
your adventures via "The Veice of the Imaginaticn", and let us less fortunate ones
share soms of these mystifying occurrences second hand? 3

5 (the Boismg of Porshing Sq) doth declare: Dear Vomclettes,
,/igé%;;c£:°‘£—’l——"‘" It has been ages since you've received a letter from this

one - how lucky you were all that time - but your days arc
numbercd {wo have some nige nite numbers too) and your time has come. Here's another
letter from that Kepners 3 “olr B

I guoss I, like so many other fen, am travelling the road
of the Scparatists., The foud in Los Angeles has drained me of mest of my interest,
Attempting to kcep on the best terms with both sides in the feud has only allowed me
to sec the worst aspects of ©ll concerned, I doubt if I shall ever be so active in
fandom as I was about seven menths age, Maybe I'1ll drop out altegether, It just de-
pends, mainly, on how interesting Fepa continues to be, ond on the few new fen I
meet. But then I might keep up the hebby from now to doomsdey. (lNote: This wos
ritten 12 . Oct 44. Since then Kopner has turnd out a 42-pg ish of Jowanrd Jomorrow for
FAPA, "acceptcd 3ffige of Freasurer in"the LASFST)™ ~ ° doy

T e = O Lhaiamek s a1 e ba srspaSEdeidontit, fnink dbsfader, to
predict the "commen people!s" responee to an hypethetical ideal situation by by their
reactions under the present system. Todey, the common man, &as you call him, makes
poor use of money and leisure. True, Has he really been given much incentive to do
bettert The sohocls, in offect, tend tc stifle, rather than to stimulate, the or-
dinary person's appreciation of the arts., The ecceentric moral standards, forced up-
cn us by a religion that few of us still accept, has been responsible for the worst
featuros of the burlesques. Likowise, the overindulgence in alcohol is a sign of our
nourctic nature. Craps, cards, etc., for the most part are devices t use up money
end leisure which the individual haes nct learned tec use in better monner. If pceople
are tc attain a better state, it is not staisfactory that they merely have more more
money and sparc time - they need & new and rationel set of morals, and a proper sort
of oducation, '
Fregd Boker is confusing, First he says he would like to sec mere

"grandiose plans" and "so called 'illusions'™ and then he says he wculd rather see a
"eonservative practical plen," ., . . At any rate, he seems to have & point. Too many
idenlists get so overwrought with preaching their nobulous goals that they forget its
o step-by-step race . All to often they forget to teke the steps. The big dbright
plans for a thousand utopias are nice decorations, but the fight for e better wprid
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will ride on small and simple battles,
Werner: (Substantially seme comment as La-

ney, re regalength Yoms.) 77 ContlS T . b i3 ddn
N WEETW= Speer: It seems you're putting the cart before the horse in
your correlation of women smokers and loose morals. In our time, there is a wide-
spread rebellion ageinst an outworn set of morels., Our leaders have not found & new
set to replace them, as yet. According to the old standards, woman smokers are im-
moral merely beccouse they smoke. They are often immorel in other ways also, becausc
o robell seuldom breaks on ono point clonc,  Your particular point scems askew mercly
becausc it would bec just as casy to say that therc wes a dofinite corrclction between
immorality and women who wore short dresscs or belicved in e¢volution, The term im-
morality rcquircs cxact definition in these days. Whet arc your stundards?®

: Wilim-

Pt ot Pt b

standards,
Bill Temple's letter was excellent, Much food for thought. I still can't
decide whether or not to remain active in fandom,
Your cover was goods although the
roproduction was poor,

Now we comc to Spger again, or to Digk Brower: The simplest
thing would be to chost. I have various and sundry plecos whero I could look up all
those nemes., But I'11 walk thc straight and narrow, I must shamfully (sic!) admit
thet I om reolly fomiliar with less than a dozen of them, =although about™Ralf of the
other nomes sound fomiliar. So now I should procced to show off what little erudi-
tion I pososst¥ I have numbered them for convenience,

5., Andre Gide was a prolifiec
writer about the turn of the century, an outstanding morelist., I'm not familiar with
the bulk of his works, but have read about half of his novel, THE COUNTERFEITERS.
Gide hed had conncctions with Douglas and Oscar Wilde shortly beforc the scandle
broke. He sided with Ross and Harris in the feud which developed after Wilde's im-
prisonment., Therc was some warm corrospondence between him, and Sherrard and Lord
Douglas,

7. Oswcld Spenglor, onc of the groatest of modren philosophers is known for
his stupcndous work, DECLINE OF THE WEST, whorein he coxpounds the theory that civ-
ilizotion rises to o pock in one orce, and fulls again, to risc in some other area.
He attempts to provo that Western civilization in past its zenith, and ropidly decli-
ning. I am inclincd to cgree with somcone or other who scid that Spengler had the
bull by the tail and thought he hud ccught the bull.

10. Arthur Rimbaud, Frcnch poet
of the last century was an intimatc of Verlaine, After filling out with the latter,
Rimbcud becamo a vagabond, and had many romentic adventurcs in the Near East. He
livod with the natives, and beoecamc a chicftain., He hos boen known as tho inspircer
of the so-called deccadent period of Frunch litoraturo,

14, J.K. Huysman wrote AGAINST
THE GRAIN, DOWN UNDER, and others. A REBOURS is pcrhaps his greatest work. HC com-
bined prosc-poetry and the novcl, Hc, like Rimbaud, is known as onc¢ of the decad-
ents.
15, Carl Gustave Jung is moro of less thc grand-daddy of modern psychology. His
study is pcrhaps the best in the ficld.
19, Edw, Lecar is famous for his mastcrpicces
of versc, such as thc QWL AND THE PUSSYCAT, and THERE WAS AN OLD MAN OF NANTUCKET.

20. Richard von Krafft-Ebbing is known for his study of abnormal psychology in
the much rovised PSYCHOPATHIA~SEXUALIS. Starting from innumerable casc historics
from his great medical carcer, he procceds to deduce "what made them thet way."
Many morc modern psycholeogists fcecl that he often put the cart beforo the horse in
his analysses. He himsclf rcovised some of his opinions almost as often as he reviscd
his book. Howecver, the improtancc of his rescarch is indisputoble,

25, indre Braton
- wasn't he a Fronch or Flemish peinter? Or is that just a stab-in-tho-dark that
misscdy
21, Pardon the disorder, but isn't Dylan Thomns a modorn poet, English, I
belicvey
38. Billy Holiday is a Negro jazz singer. Although I've heard several ro-
cordings of her singing, the only onc that lcft a lasting impression was tho song,
STRANGE FRUIT, for which thc book was namcd. With a hauntingly pathctic interlocl-
ing of meclodics, Billic Holliday bewnils the fate of o lynchoed Nogro - -

Southern trees bear & strange fruit,
blood on the leaves and blood at the root,
Black body swinging in the Southern breecze,

(Book rcvicwd, Strange fruit hanging from poplar trecs,
song illustra- Pastoral scenc of the gallant South, ¢
Egé, No. § To- the bulging eyes and the twisted mouth,
EQZQ.TQEQIIZQE) Scent of magnolia sweet and fresh,

and the sudden smell of burning flesh!
Here is the fruit for the crows to pluck,
for rain to gathcr, for the sun to rot,
for a tree to drop.
Herc is o stronge and bitter crop. k-

This song is 'not a tear-
jerker. I dowbt if Billie Holliday hes ever produced o dampencd eye with it. Ra-
ther, its the type of wicrd melody that scnds chills up and down tho spine. I have
never heerd o more haunting bit of musie.

I'm rother surprised that Jack allowed this
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name to stay in the list, considering his intense apathy
toward Wegroes. But then maybe he didn't know who it wes, 1 wish that this record
had been more widely circulated, I think that it would have been the most effective
sort of propaganda for the much-needed anti-lynch laws in the South. The Nationa.
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, with such leaders as W.k.B.DuEsrc.
Mordeoai Johnson, end Walter White has done much to reduce the average number of 1.
chings per year from around two hundred, ot the turn of the contury, to about fu :
or five, now. But a roduction of the number of these criminal autroeities is not o
nough, They must be made illegal, end must be vigorously prosecutcd., The N.A,A.C.T-.
howsvery is greatly to be leauded for their vigorous campoign to enforcc justice and
civil rights, cxpose infringements, and rally support for reform legislation. (Fr.lz
lang, scientifilmeker, is gencrally spokon of synonymously with METROPOLIS, ROCKET 1T
TiE 4o0Y, but remombor Als poworrul antilyneh cinciaSESTpiccs Starring Spomoor Tra.y.
Fry?)™™ 77 WINETon of R YLAETEE UG T wnoy wou | i
Back to the list. Now that that!s all overs I'1l refer to various roferences
books, and sec whet I've been missing by not boing better acquainted with these ver-
ious gentlemen and ladics. Maybe some of them arc worthy of moro attention.
In pass-
ing, I wonder how many young Vomites will go to their encyclopcdies immediatol§g
and then write pretentiously crudite letters to VOM tolling just who all of thesc
pecoeplc wercy and whyv
On thc whols, Dick Brower himsclf sounds like a rather inter-
osting chap. At lcest he has interests scattervd oll over the place, Would I be
precsumptious to suggcst a few more namos?

- Pt B P ot o o O ot e

George Sterling William Grant Still Langston Hughes
Alfred Korzybski C K Ogden Lawrence Hope
Wilhelm Stekel Thurman Arnold Howard Fast
Kahlil Gibran William Seabrook Rockwell Kenc

C F Volney Richard Wright Margaret Slattery

Not intending that as any sort of sophisti-
cation test. Just for further bull-festing.

’1E> (the Enigma of Watsonville) criticizes: The covour on #36
j"/’ /) lécks~sparkle, somehow, doespitc the fact thet Lanecy & others
“ A " A ji} have been telling me that Rogers is the fan illustrator cf
A //////4//"’,& Z?//C’/ the hour, (He is for hour momey. Wait'll U seo Cthulhu,
; / Ihe Qubsidor; thC fashioomaidon, tho Stapledongptunian:)
. Horryhousen maneges to be repulsive, which seems to be the
j idce, so his little thing is okay.

Tigrine is a poor cartoon-
ist, and judging frem her lotter, pretty damn noive, to boot, Her remerk to Youd is
riotously funny, cnd is proof cnough she is no school girl. Any school girl would
know better,

Jack Speer's chum, Dick Brewer, is evidently versed in the modern arts--
painting & literaturec in particularly. I notice two philesonhers, but promincnt to
me arc nemes such as Klec, Arp, Gide (author of the Counterfeiters--a tele which some
fans should read), Mondrian, Rimbaud, Tzara, Huysman (the latter has written two cx-
cellent fantesies, incidentally), Mex Ernst, ¢tc. Most of these men werc associated
in some way with verious movements in Francc over the poriod of 1900-1927 or so,
Prominent of course in Tzara, founder of the ill-foted dedaist movement,

Ackerman’s

) QK. .s_g.%sg_’r"s'i_mx ~-thing U gon depend on to be &3~
gidedly funnv--g letter from the #1 Foco (ake the Enismg of Box 260): b X
Olll—~JW3T KL 4

The revolution is sncoking upon us! The infidels arc pounding at our very doovs. Onc
has alrcady secped under the sill of mine--see, I plunk my foot in it and it epiosh-
es, Hol Upstart infidel, yc are still wet behind the ears,

remark is decidedly unfunny. #

Vom---wc¢ must unite to
combat the evil upstarts! We must work together to render onc another velueble aid in
the coming struggle for air power in fandom, lest fandom render us, Our long-standing
superiority is challenged! The hordes of the outer circle are descending upon us,
robbing us of our profits. Vom---we are being given the royal works! We are strugglin:
for our actual future existence! These fresh upstarts from the outer circle seck to
crnd our benevolent, dictatorial reign of fandom!

I am at loss to understend this, I,
personally, have always lcaned over backwards in order to metc out true justice to my
subjects. I know you havc donc likewise, Truly ours is a bencvolent dictatorship. But
have the infidels appreciated thisy Ne! They have fallen prey to vile propaganda.
They seck to overthrow us. We ain't never done nothing to nobedy have we? Frarnkly, I
suspoct a gentleman from Indians has o hand in this, An unwashed hand, I heard rumors
ho wzs meandering about the country, telling folks we old-time bosscs had to go.

Its
so very unfair. Here, just as you end I were beginning to earn a tidy profit from our -
fanzines, this revolution ¢xplodes beneath our very noses! Since I upped my a sking
price to o dime (and of course, since you upped yours to fifteen cents), wc, the two
vory best fanzines in fandom, at last come out of the red and into the black, Ch joy--
how I glecd as the dollars ceme rolling in and I knew I'd never have to work for a
living again.,

But what happensy This: thosc damned infidels start givipg eway their
inferior fanzines to dethronv us... not only to dethrone us, but to actually cut into
our profits, First it was Rosebud. Along comocs that hopeless, pitiful little shecet of
& Rosebud and says in & whining voice, "I don't cost no money...cll you hoave to do to -
get me is write me a nice letter telling me how good I am", Bah, Undermining the cnpi-
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listic “oundations of fanzine publishing, that'!'s what
it is doing.

And now diablerie. Here comes the new issue. And what happensty It too,
whines, "You can have me free for nothing folks, just by writing me a nice letter."
Again bah,

I say to you Vom, these infidels must be stamped out!

I ask you Vom,
what's going to happen in the future when fandom gets wise to the fact that these
inferior sheets may be had for a postage stampy Do you see the chalk drawings on the
floory They!ll stop purchasing our superior fanzines in favor of these free-for-no-
thing quickies! They'll allow their subseriptions to our bettor magazines to lapscl
And you know what thet mcans--- it meens you ond I will hevo to bogin financing our
fonzincs oursclves again,

Now Vom, the¢ onc and only wny to combat this rising monoce
is to adopt tectics similar to thosc which begen this whisporing ccmpaign to oust us
from our top positions! Thc fight fire with firo sort of thing. Thereforec, alroody
acting upon this line of logic, I have alrcady storted out on a grand tour of fondom,
another gentlemen from Indiaona, This fullow hos instructions to tramp all about the
country, sproading maolicious rumors about our opposition, telling shady stories about
their editors, suggesting that the upstarts be run out of fandom, and planting the
secds of discontent in goneral., When the time is ripe and thesc freo fanzines are
tottering, he will say, in sparkling, graondidose specch, that “we" (meoning fandom in
general) should rcturn to the ways of their forefethers, and once again pay homage
(thet's like cash subscriptions, huh, only better?) to the old faithful fanzines (g;g
faItRFN1 by the gallin); yours and mind, He will shout from the housetops the slogan,
tRat which was good énough for his father is good enough for him, and get this--
here's the climax,

In & body, he and his followers will march to tho postoffice and
send o flock of money orders for long-term subseriptions! You cen count upon the mob
watching the demonstration to do likewise. Once again we shall dominate fandom in our
just, benevolent manner,

Fight the infidels Vom! Protect our lucrative incomes. Run
Qust is oust! And West is Wallacc. Not to be confused with
15 fover grotisfigd.” fiy Warning to Uabout Tucker, folks,
st Run, Bhe rageal's oufN)™#~ ™7 3 R
i AL WEINSTEIN (too mew to fundem yet fo fell whethor
he'll be an Enigmg or pot) stotes: To me fendom isn't thet importont thet 1t rates
almost all of my attcntion--os some of these fanntics think, And it isn't that unim-
portant to take lightly. Surv, it's good for the mind and soul to dream--I love to.
That is the main reason (of mine, that is) for cntering fandom end for liking stf,
But you have to come down to carth, The world isn't a dream. It's fact, Now I'm
beginning to sound like a reclist which I most definitly am not, I am just about in
the middle, I am an idcalist and a reclist., Some things should be token with the
utmost of seriousncss, while to adwvanco end not to stognate you have to dream and im-
agine and lot yourseclf go. That's simplcy common sense. Like the old saying, 'Don't
put your eggs in one basket'. That's the way I feel about fandom. I take it ser-
iously-~-to & certain extent,

the rascals out. (gggl
H.G, Wallgyce, Some guys

Hmmm, It occurs to me that maybs I'm the missing link,
Half man, I'm so much in the middle it would seem so. Meybe this is just one of the
throes of adolescence. But whether or not, thosc of you who disagree with me--prob-
ably almost all of fandom--I suggest that all letters bc sent in good taste, not like
o lot of which heve been appearing in VOM. These arc simploy my views, And please
don't harp on adoloscence. You were once o kid, #

i 0 WASHINGTON JR (the Fanigme of Florida) declercs: I would like to pre-
N IOQTV“‘"Mﬂ socnt for the attention of fandom my bricf disscrtation on what consti-

tutes o lecader, As a small boy I have often muscd on thosc qualitios,
and scem to have come to these conclusions:

"I have often wondercd on that peculiar
combination of qualitics that sets a man, or a child, apart from the crowd and makes
him e Leader. A Leader is one whom the herd looks to instinctively as a source of
strength and wisdome The Leader must be possessed of considerablc personal magnet-
ism. He must be ablc to express and direct the herd-feelings; he is unconsciously
cxpoected to supervise and direet; he is looked to to settle disputes or to cxprecss
group approval or disapproval., He is different from the crowd, but not in the scnse
that the disdoining individuelist is differomt, Ho is a sort of personification of
what the hord wants to be; in any circumstancc or situation it is he who will apply
himself most and assumc the greater responsibility as a metter of course; it is he to
whom the othcrs look for direction. Thc strength in one humon soul instinctively at-
troets to it thc weaknesses in others, The Leeder is talented, he is respected, hc
dercs to do what othors would like to do but are afraid-—~and he is c¢nvied., Added to
this is a genuinc feeling of comradcship or effcetion for the herd, or the cream of
tho hord, without which no Leader can long last., The Leader is constantly under sur-
veilliance; hc is copicd; He is emulated; he is talked of. In our non-militaristie
type of socicty he mmintains his authority best by bcing on good terms with everyonc
and by asserting his lcadorship as little as possiblo. If hc can porsuade his adhor-
cnts that he is rcally not the boss, that they all sharc cqually in deciding group
ectivity, hc doecs not offond sensitive cgos and his leadership is all the more defin-
ite becausc it is supposcd to vxist only in a very weak form, and is therefore not
challenged."

Bill Tcmple's letter in Vom #36 is the most moving product of the fan
press I've rcad sinco—wcll, in a long whilc. Picces to comparc with it arc, to namc
e fow, Forticr!'s quecrly nostalgic TWILIGHT, Chauvenct's FAPAFILE end his letter in a
rcoent Widnor chuin explaining how ho hes grown eway from fandom, Joc Gilbert's in-
troduction to UNFAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES, Sam Youd's sonnet, DREAMER, published in
Wcird Tulcs soveral yoars ago—these arc the most prominent writings that come to



CEVENTH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 11
mind through the mist of the years, It is letters like
this that are among the most valuable things in life, I felt sure from the first
that Bill was fed up with fandom and writing a sort of formal resignation; and he
brought forth warmth and complete sympathy from my heart—am I embarrassing anyone?—
and as I progressed through the letter, I became conscious of an awskening joy infil-
trating my meditetive mood, for here was a soldier, a man who has "known reslity" to
the utmost, stating boldly that "the fan outlook is my idea of vision". In the lust
fow lines I found my fan-thecories upheld and confirmed: and I was decply thrilled for
o moment when I conc luded his letter cnd knew that he was separcting himself from the
separist movement! Sounds naive, I know, but rcading Templc's letter wns a very rich
ond hoartening cxpericnce for me, cond left me with this blissful statce of mind: The

Joc Gilberts arc not dead in fandom. #

JACK! SPEER! (the Eniegma of North Afrika).
veemails: As to the ¥Yngvi insert, surely you realize that your view of stefdom as a
society asynchronized with space and time is hily controversial., Many fen flatly de-
ny it, many others would hesitate to affirm it. So you're going out on a shaky limb
for your denunciation of Scarles, Not heving scen the statument by Scarles yet, Itll
stop there for the time being.

Dick Brewer liked the 36 Vom cover very much, Tigri-
na's cartoon on the contents page is not so good, Feminine aertists gencrally are un-
eble to draw men well, arcn't theyr For whatever it significs, I might add that
Fronch poster-painters do not make American cinemactors as he-mannish as thoy should
ba.,

Ah, Harry; don't file your fanzines in unvelopes. Then you have to pull cvery-
thing out to look up somcthing. File folders aro the thing.

If your QQ intcrpola-
tion in my sccond lotter is a chellenge to practice what I proach, my cnswer is this:
Why do you think I bocame active in Washington Mcthodism --bgcousc it would pleasc my
mothery Experience therc and clsowhere hasn't made any backslcopping politician or
salesman out of me, but I think it did seve mc from bececoming o type of introvert who
is afroid of puoplo bocause thoytre alweys getting in the way of his day-dreams, who
never realizes that the common man has his thoughtful moments, and who bucomes ombit-
tered with the universc,

If, however, the interpolation was intconded as a protest a-
gainst my apparently trying te run other people's lives for them, I must throw myself
on the murcy of the court., Undoubtedly I've done too much of that, or gonc at it
wrong, in the past ycar or two, It's hard to hold your tonguc whon you scc someone
you carc about apparently making an irremediablc mistake or losing an irrccoverable
opportunity.

Wilimezyk's paragraf in rc Honslcy is very good., I had supposed that
fankind's intclligenec was concentrated in the verbal scctor, snd whatever great
thoughts they might hove, they could cortainly oxpress., But many rocent foanzines cv-
idenec a definite ceiling on worderaft, which may not do justice to thc mind behind
thce typewriter,

I might as woll tell what I know about some of the men in Brower's
ligt, Ossic Spungler, of course, is the Decline of the West mrn, which work Dick
swoars by. Colder doos truly fantastic "mobile statues™, of which I saw an exhibit
in Washington, Thoy'roc quitc abstract--no robots, Cocteru, from a book Dick loancd
me, hcs written cnd drawn somc stuff thut the bibliografcrs should not overlook.

Jung is one of thc founders of psychosnalysis—-I believe ho suys the basic drive is
the instinet for powcr rothern scx, Froudt's key. The Morquis de Sadc wrotc pornog-
rofy and geve his nome to sadism, Edward Lear wos the sccond-best Victorian non-
scnsicist,

Temple's letter is really good, and I think we ought to underline the
line, "To me the imagination is somewhere nearer the heart of things than ‘reality.'
Myself (tho you mightn't think so from my two recent impassioncd defenses of imdom)
have latcly suffered doubts about our microcosm, Not so much as an incubus--after
ten years, I think I know how to kcep it under control--but because the minds of
stefmen show themsclves at so many points inferior to the minds you can meet in
books, and bocause they often apply thomsclves to utterly worthloss stuff. I'm glad
to say that the now Vom is onc of the things that rcstorcs my faith, #

WALTER J DUNKELBERGER, father of four: Your note in VOM comes as a sort of

"chellenge" to me. I have enjoyed VOM snd its numerous arguements, have taken sides
(in my own mind) but nevcr done anything about it. Now -~ you issue me a challenge
that I can't ignorec.

Accompanying VOM was a sheet concerning Searles' and his threats
voothis offers, in a wey, a porsonal threat to me. Possibly it would be better if I
cxplained mysclf:

Several yoarc ago I bugan the amateur publication for circulation a-
mong survicumen and women that cume to be known as NUZ frum HOME. This zine (it is
WOT o fanzine) carrics only matoerisl that those who read it want....it carrics pinups
-~ shody storics -~ persoancl luttors —- nows items, cte.---- For some rcason & locel
Mrs. Grundy took it upon horsclf to sco that "that filthy thing" was stopped. Now shc
had nothing to do with the peper. Sho didn't roceive it, She didn't support it. She
didn't contribute to it. She just "wade up her mind to run it"., Needless to say she
meet with opposition from the staff and somu of the readers who were let in on it
(Forrie sent & letter which helped touch off the dynamite kog). We dunlicatcd her
letter vo us (threatening all sorts of dire things if we didn't stop) and our lettor
in answer snd circulatud them among & fow close reeder frionds, We were deluged with
rcprimands for paying any attontion to her. Wi offorcd to meil out an issuc that she
might makoup, at our own cxpunse, this we did to a svleet fOW‘(ShG seleetecd the names
we sent thom to). The roplicvs (if they did reply) consisted of romarks such as "why
wastc shipping spacc on such tripet". This only cnroged the lady and she took the
mettor up with tho postal cuthorities.(just as Scarles threoctens to do).

Now becar in
mind - this metter had becn none of her business from the start - she mede it her
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business.

To make a long story short the result was the same as that in the fam-
ous BSQUIRE cese., NUZ never having had a second class mailing privilege nothing hap-
pened, but the lady who complained was "scolded" by the postal inspector for having
wasted valusble time and the taxpayers money. ANYTHING not obscene can be sent
through the maeils as 3rd cleass mail or as printed matter or as merchandise, ANYTHING
can be sent through the mails FIRST CLASS., Oh I realize that in some cases local
postmasters make exceptions as they see fit, but when it comes to a show down the a-
bove general statements are true - FIRST CLASS meil is not subject to censorship ex-
cept from a military standpoint was the opinion handed down and neither is any other
class of mail except in relation to rules of common carriers such as for explosives,
breakage, etc.

This lady has not been content with letting well enough alone she
went from there to the OPA and tried to have 21l our priorities taken away from us
for paper and supplies ~ we'll give her credit though - she is persistent - twice
she succeeded in getting our paper supplies tempoararily cut off. Finally we went for
60 days without paper, A threat on our part (she finally exasperated us) to get an
injunction to make her stop...caused a lull in her activities,

When I first entered
fandom I had been publishing this zine for over a year - I sent copies to a few of
the fans I became acqueinted with, They seemed to like it very much, Then a few oth-
ers got a hold of it (bear in mind that NUZ never was and never pretended to be a
fanzine) and I began to get nasty letters (nuf sed).

These letters stopped me from
publishing a real fanzine, FILaney had assisted me and we were going to bring out
the INNSMOUTH GAZETTE (a second ACOLYTE I hoped), Those letters ruined my frame of
mind. It convinced me that fandom was not interested in anything for the good of the
whole, of helping a new fan, but merely of a self-centered interest of things, "of,
by and for "ME" , me being the individual fan, It has taken the examples of such fans
as Ackerman, Unger, Evans, and others to set my thinking the way it should be.

Several
months ago Cunningham and I tried circulating a petition for my membership in FAPA,
believing that such a thing was actually a requirement for membership. Many a fan
wrote nasty letters, sccusing us of requests for favoritism. Until, in reply to our
requests, Norm Stenley, Bob Swisher, Julie end Forrie set us stralght end the peti-
tion was withdrawn and destroyed.

The point I'm trying to bring out is - WHY DO SOME
FANS HAVE TO ALWAYS PRESENT THE WORST SIDE to the rest of Fandom??? A word of
ex plaination instead of a cussing would have left everyone in a good frame of mind
and would have done the job.

Back to this ides of "censorship" - I'd like to ask

Searles a question - What constitutes filth%?%% If you can set up a standard for
that - the Supreme Court will be glad to strike & medal for you. - Oh you can describe
the good and the bad (who can't) but --- make your standard fit ALL CASES. After
you've dene that you'll be in & position to complain.

To me an Ernst demmingway book
is "filthy" a Thorne Smith is not, Yet technically many episodes in both should be
classed in the same group.

Searles - I'd like to see your classification......don't
base it on personal prejuidice or you'll be denying some of the basic "unwritten
laws" of fandom - Tolerance, not being the least.

These "unwritten laws" are the only
hope fandom has of a lasting unity, There are the real frecedoms for which the uni-
ted nations and all of the right thinking people are fighting for., If we can't have
them we might as wgll stop now - Much as I admire Stalin I hope that we can prove
this statement of his wrong - it was said, I believe, at Teheran,..."You believe that
the U.S. has frecdom, Freedom is only a r¢lative word there. How about Frecdom of
religon?rt Did you ever try anything but the Christian in some form? essfreedom of
Speegh??...Did you cver trying disagrecing with your boss or mother-in-lew?%? ...
Frecdom of the Press?¥....Did you ever try printing something to oppose the general
"accepted” ideast¥f....1 could go on for hours, but you see what I mean,"......he
was, 1 believe, talking to Churchill at the time, His thots I've exprewsed, but prob-
ably not the exact wording,

Fandom has had those FREEDOMS - there is no reason'why
it shouldn't continue to have them. #
BLOCH (the Stipme of Milwaukee) gonfides:
Cecil Slotch, to whom I've loaned an issue of Vom and other stuff, apparently is cur-
ijous about the depth and breadth of our learning, He has submitted the following
list of Nemes, which he desires published for comment:

Flatus Bombasticus Bullwhip T, Niggerlasher
Abe Bortion Plentygone W, Notmuchleft
Scottsboro W. Case Hotfoot 0. Ouch

F. Gregory Coprophalia General Paresis

"Eppy" Didymus Burly Cue

Busy Ditch Ecclesiastic W. Omigod
Hiawatha Donglepootzer Osgood Nascene Stercore

Ann Drogyne Jacques Strapp

Bobo Farblebleester Iinkman Stoat Toozefuddy
Stabber Fitznoodle Sylvester W, Skadeitendapmn
Edgar Norton Foop Forrest J Ackerman

Cloven W. Hoof Bishop Shapiro

"lother" Neked Herman Phrodite

Prof, laxis Claustrophobia W, Lemmeouddahere

Iitqo believe that it is a sign of intelligence to be able to recognize the
names of ebscure artists, authors, musicians, scientists, choreographers & surrealists.
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AFTER HAVING ATTACKED SEMANTICS tor some time,

O( ! 1'e tinally seen the error of my ways, and little
Ja/"/ Ludvig Luciter Lowndes (should the brat ever rear his
g)/ (- ugly head) is going to rzap the bznztit therefrom.
Pl Ahy/ In tact, he's going to be a holy terror!

/ e
7 b)[J FiR'S.F OF
/// ALL, there'l!l be none of this nonsense about becoming
PN immersed in English literaturz as did his tather's ¢
gcneration. Shakzspeare -- Dickins -- Walter Scott
-~ Mark Twain -- Edgar Allan Poec -- phooz2y: As any-

onc who has studizd semantics knows, thzsz scribes!
works so abound with dubious and refcecrentliess phrases
s as to be beyond understanding. They don't make
senses Away with them!

AS A MATTER OF FACT, almost
any prosc work written morc than twenty or so years ago can't possibly
be understood by anyone who has frezd hims=2!14 from the tyranny ot
words, so little Ludvig Luciter needn't bother to begin with,

HES LY, BE

A MASTER ot the elegant phrase himselt, however, and insufferably ac-
curate. He!'ll join every debating society within reach and drivz them
to nervous prostration. | expect him to trounce all comers, whether he
knows anything about the subject under discussion or not.e Matter of
tact, thec lecss he knows about it, the betters Then hetll be able to
put his entirc concentration upon showing the absurdity ot his oppon-
ents! specches, dragging out zach sloppy phrase, zach mis-use of terms,
cach propaganda tcchnique, ecach statement ot any word for which no ref-
zrent can immzdiately be shown.

WHEN THE TEACHER REPROVES him for the

ornery things he!'ll doubtlessly do while waiting for some hapless tel-
fow student to ftanglec himselt up in words, little LLL will lick his
chops and go to work--for tecacher'l|l doubtlessly use some emotional and

unscientific phrasc. And woe betide any prominent cifizens who deigns *
to address the little darlings on this or that; LLL will make mince-
meat ot them. OF course, itts to be expected that sconer or later,
het'l'l come up against someone 2lse who has studied semantics, but with
his head start, and corrzct training from birth, | don't ecxpcct any '
resl troubles,

OF COURSE, there will be some ditficulty. He won't be
ablz to understand his bzknighted associates (who will have becn
brought up to talk like ordinary people, and to understand what they
havez written) but such is the price one must pay tor becing up with the
times. And LLL had better learn judo at an early age; he'll need it.

IN FACT, | may strangle the littlec monster myself, some fine day!

AL ERE "

THE BIRTH or A NOTION /
BLOCH

Would that it were within my power to recruit the entire ranks of
fandom...would that | could circulate a petition to be signed by every
reader and writer of tantastic fiction...urging, entfreating, and (yes)
commandina Ackerman *o spring ottspringl

A child tor Ackerman -- g
ourning issuel! What greater need is there in tantasy today? Toward
what other end are we striving? Do we want to przcipitate the Wave ot

the Futurc? Do we wish to realize the goal toward which all Mankind .
has toiled and vzarned?2 Then lct us do so. For when Ackecrman con-
ceives, then indeced we will reach the Millznium. Never, sincc a cer-

tain datc ncarly two thousand ycars ago, would there bec so momentous s
birthiseso pregnant a nativity,

Why is it that this matter has never
been given the attention it rightfully deserves? Here, with the hope
ot posterity virtually hidden in our midst, we have wasted time in use-
less planning, i1dlz dreaming. And all the while, the Great Recallity was
within our grasp. We caen tcar aside the veil of the Futures..rip tt a-
way and disclosc the awesome vista ot endlzss yzars...gaze uvpon the
Supezrman facc to tacc -- it Ackcrman will but reproduce his kind.

Buf
tirst, a bride tor Ackcrman.
Did som=zbody whisper "Odd John's Other
Wife"2 lIgnorec the cynic. For this is a momentous decisioneseswho will
sharz In this far from immaculatz conceptiones.awho shall labor to ful-
till thz prophesics ot science fiction?



A problem, indeed.s But of paramount Importance.

Now some ad-
vanced free-thinker with the brain of a vintage 1925 sophomore is going
to say "Why must Ackerman marry in order to have a childe" Allow me to
underscore the obvious.

|t is necessary that Ackerman marry so that
his child will be born and raised under so-called "normal" social con-
ditionss OQut of wedlock oftspring arz raised in peculiar environments
...only by giving this child a normal background can wec mcasure the ex-
tznt of its peculiar gznius. For proper perspective, tor proper study
ot this phenomznon, marriasge is essentials,
So there we are, taced with
our initial probleme A bride for Ackerman.
Who shall we otter up on
the altar ot Science® What ecager maniacy What altar ego?
Now, 11t a
VOMa iden could be brought to lite...but no, that's Black Market Magqgic
and it's out. 11 a temale robot could be created that would be capabie
ofeeuno, I'm atraid a robotrix couldn't turn the tricke The auto will
nzver replace the horse.
|t is a problem, you seec. Pzrhaps we could
enlist the aid of 4H clubs...choose the hzalthizst temale in the coun-
trye. Or, a city girl would do as well. The Atlantic City Bathing
Becach Contest might give Ackerman as a spzciel award to the ncxt win-
ner. John R. Powzrs might hold a contest tor prize models. Later,
Ackerman could hold the models.,
| am not qualitied to makec any recom-
mendations. Thesz are mercly suggestions. Byt certainly an aroused
and enlightencd tandom will not sif idly by and permit Ackzrman to
wastz his falznts. He should have s childs A child? Hundreds, thous-
ands ot children!
Yesesogive him free rein...carte blanche...ergot ex-
tract, if necessary...but in any case, let us insist fhat ere long the
world must be tilled with tuzz-headed little Ackermans, prattling their

merry Espcecranto and all stenciling like crazy. Else who will build and
man the rocketships ot the tuture? Who will lead the conguering heroes
across the Marsian deszcrts2  Who will put the chart betorez the course

of the universe, solve the insoluble, unscrew the inscrutable?

The
world needs more Ackermans. Women ot America -- do your duty! Forget
the WAVES and the WACS and the WASPS. Enlist with Ackerman in that
great crusadesseoyes, the Childrents Crusade.

Give Ackerman an Acker-

— Woman !
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FOR SALE: "Miracle in 3 Dimensions"-=ClMoore, 75c
"Shitting Seas"-=Wzinbaum, 75¢
g "Exodus"--Burks, $I
"Survival™--Burks, $1.25 (:)
"Final Blackout"-=Hubbard, $1.50

"Stan"-=Van Vogt, $2

"Nymph of Darkness"--ClLMoore (unexpurgated) $9

"Scekaer to the Dead"--Burrage, $2

"Graph"--Weinbaum, $2

"Woman of the Wood"--Merritt, $5

"Colour Qut of Space®--Lovzcratt (original printing) - $5

"The Sca Girl"--Cummings, $2.50
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"Thz Shadow Giri"-~Cummings, $2.50

"gebir th"-=McClary (orig. verston) - $2 o

"The Primal City"--CASmith, $1.25 ] “\\

"The Ultinmiate Catalyst"—-Taine, %I ( 4/

Yromorrowt-=Taine, 75¢ e

"Revolt ot the Scientists"--Burroughs, 75¢

"Storm Cloud on Decka"--EESmi th, 35¢

"The Hyborean Age"--REHoward, $I

"Phoenix"-=HoWzl1s, $I

"Odd John"--Stapledon, $2

Vv . "The Blind Spott-—Hall & Flint {orig.) $10

"Cosmos™--Merritt, EESmith, Campbel! and 15 others. Cover
by Bok. $3C.

Stills from "Frankenstzin", "Deluge", "Old Dark House", "tsland of Lost
Souls", "King Kong", "Invigible Man"™ and others.

B

\ —_————

Spaczways, Plufo, Le Zombiec, Stardust, Fantast, Science Fiction Digest,
Polaris, Scientifiction, ‘Imagination! and other fanmags.

Let the Sgt scrve yous F JAckerman « servitan; 6475 Met Stn, LA-SS,.



FANTASY FIC.10N HAS COME INTO IS QWN!

A new trend in reading has creatod huge derands for the
so-called "escape literaturce". This, in turn, has brought
about a renaissaice of Fautasy Fiction. The former poor-

relation of belles-l.iternture has veen baptised at the font of
public opinion and reccived into the fold.

Supsrnatural storics, sclence-fiction and weird tales are
now legitimatel The former furiive roader may now assuage his
horror-thirsi cnafraid of ¢arthly censors! The fertile font of
Edgar Allen 2oe and B, ¢, Weils is nov made free to all who read.
Augnst Derleth has placed his "irprimatur”. Hic bold pied-pipings
have led the way to librarians and critiet alike. He may novw say,
with pridoy "I told you sol"

AS an experiment, the CRIMZ BOOK CEWTER issued a catalog on
rew and used Fantastic Literaturc. This catslog was quickly sold
out and scoms to call for another. Meanwhile, however, you may
order your favoritc now books from our shelves-with assurance of
receiving them by mail. Although the new book market supplies
books only in spurts-we try to stock titles for immediate delivery.

out of print titles aro sometimes available-at which times we
supply them to those on our waiting list, "first come-first served".

_SHORT LIST OF TITLES SVAILLBLS

DERLETH- Slecp Ko More. Twonty mastor— SUONG (editor] 25 Stories of hiystery
niecas of horror. Nous o thcee - ané Tmugination 1948 now 466p  §l.10ppd
talcs apnear in any curr ni arihaol-
0gys.n0 duplication., 194%« 1w §»-.60 101, Cs A.~lubt 0f Space and Tine. Only

four new coplies left. One ox the more

LOVECRAFT~ Beyong the Wall of Sleup. Cesirable out~of-print items. §8.5dppd
out-of-print. 5 copiecs now pp. $%85

(11.GAZIINIS) back copies of SPIDER, DOC

(KARLFF READER) due 1945 new ppa $4.¢56  SAVAGZ, COIIC BOOKS, WEIRD TALZS, ctc,

A mamrioth volume-over 70 storics

(ASTOUNDING STORIES) 1901-44 LINDSAY, NORL:N-tJorldts farous pen and
largc selection available. ink illustrations, centaurs, nudes,
sceres of ravslry. 64 ills on fine
(EDGAR RICEZ BURRQUGHS) out of print glossy paper, stiff cover.new . .$3.50
and new titles always available. postpaid. Only ten copies loft,

(Imported betore the war fromAustralia)
SMITH, CsA.-Lost Worlds. On¢ of the

best publications of ycars. (Don't (LOVECR.FT signaturce)-
wait until it gous 0,P. and Will com~- s ol
nand a fancy premium pricc. )New. 3. ——-DUNSANY--"Don Rodriguez" Chronicles
of Shadow Valley. Put 1922 with
POE, T, Ae = in various editions. presontation inscription; "To
Scniu He Greene from E.P.Lovecraft
LOVECBAFT-darginalia...this volume com— gnristmas 1922" . ¢ ¢ o o o 56450

pletes his work..a rmust book New 3.
(LOCK LD KBY LIBR.RY) World's (Classic
(UNCANNY T.LES, HORROR, TLRROR,o0thers) lystery and Detective Stories—gl.S0ez

WHITE, T.H.-The Sword in the Stone. (OCCULT DIGEST, OCCULT REVIEY, others)
finest of fantasy of Czbell tyme
New copy in dust-wrapner « o . J3:900

ABOVE TITLZS ALL IN GOUD 70 NIV CORDITICON, GULRAKNTTZED 4S8 DISCRIBED.
Offersd postpaid to your docr. . . send noney order, checks or stamps.
We maintain perpctual "™rant liste"...tell us what you want. Ve will

quote it to you when we can locate it. Ko charge for this service.

Cataloges will be soxt to you reogularly, upon application.

CRINMT BOQK CENWER 509 fHo. Statc St.
Chicage 10, Illincis.

We purchase books anG poricdicals on tue follewirg subjects; Weird, Fantasy,
Suncrnatural, Murdor, kecketecrirg., Triale, Pelioce, Gamodling Enpionage,

“hon

Desectives, Fraud end Swindlineg, dusiruy aud mackesy. Filreman, Mag-iq.
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