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SO MUCH ADVERTISING WE DON'T FELL WE LEGIT'LY COUD CALL THIS SHAIGRI-L' AFFAIRES 75/

ARC COVER, this ish, features the scientific fanomenon of black lite & we warn all

our vombicorrespondents in advance we will censor any puny puns of the
nature of "I wax enthusiastic over your cover" or "Previous covers didn't hold a
candle to this one," Well, guess that about covers the cover. Except--in explen-
ation--this is NOT the cover, the Paule (pronounced Pauly) pic, playd up last
month. The Petty (!) Picture by Paule (a diminutive damozel who draws ohs & ehs
on her personal apearance aswelas her artwork, in consequence of which she has to
be fast on her footwork) replaces the fotograficover, giving U, in Esquire style,
the pic much larger, Yes, we ran off xtras, which will te maild to U rolld at 5e
apiece. The plate from which our cover was rumn, with all riting but Black Flame
remnved, is available as a Collector's Item for 75c ppd. Just think: U will have
~n Item even Ackerman doesnt! ‘hile--breathless news for the boys in the upper-
money brackets—-the original Vomaiden (size 10" x 14"!) will go to the hi-est bid-
der! This red-not ball-of-fire for the wall of your den, uniquely preserved on
aluminum! Line forms at Bx 6475 let Sta, Ld, fellows; so don't delay, make your
offers today. Bids must be rcvd by May 10th.

PS: Mow rnt U eshamed of yourself

for suspecting we were going to run a thermometer stuck in the sun, or something,
when we said our cover (which became the insert) woud meke the mercury rise'¥?

A Blii-yew-tee-ful Cover by Paul on our June issue. Followd in July by e striking
portrait of a famous science fiction character, by an English artist., Aupg-

ust offering tentatively is by Mooney, another Vomaiden, Vom is intrested, how-

ever, in clever or beautiful artwork, suitable for covers or inserts, from fans.

IS THERE AN ANGEL IN TdAE AUDIENCE<Y

Wanted at once: Fan to whom to dedicate our
next issue (one with Faul cover). Only gualification: IMust have 86. If the
cresture exists, hi! How'd U like to buy a life-sub to our pub? We also will
present U with the autograft dummy. And the Paul plate!

Kara Kanerli: Pardonu min--mil fojojn--mi petas, pro la ellaso de unu 'e' en via
nomo. i estas desoleca, Forsto,

Dear ifilty: 1If U care what we think of people who drink--particularly fans--don't
do it. Especially so much of it in the fan press. Sincerely, Yorojo
% Forry, who are not necessarily Holier Than Thou, but frankly don't eare for the
mikrosweetness (& lite) kind of character, particularly when not fictitious but o
living person, a very likeable living person & very worthwhile in many respects,

LONG LIVE LITHO!

It now seems the ups & leaving of the Academy by ackerman & Ems-
heimer & the subsequent formation of Assorted Services, spells not the end of the
Litho Era in Vom, previously predicted as an unhappy possibility, nay probability,
but rather means the Beginning of the Litho Era for ALL Fandom! " Your atten-
+ion has been drawn to our cover, drawn by young Howie Loweof NYC. U can have g
cover lile ours for $1.85! ~° Yes, fan ed, that's what we said: Not them {5
quot.ticns U been hearing about, like Brad's Bokover on Fufa; nor yet a full 50%
slasn; but a mere buck eighty-five for 100 copys of your cover, reproduced by the
new proto-J (aided & abetted by her husband )--idele--in the amazing new mimicrayon
process., Pal, that price even includes the paper! Your choice of color on cover
stock, with black ink--or sepiatone at no xtra charge. That aint all., We pay
postage on mailing U your covers! '‘ U saw original lithicrayon fantasy art by
asdele first in Shangri-Li Zombie. This gal has a native drawing ability & is de-
veloning a flair for fantasy--fast! From rockets to Rockettes; rayguns, robots,
ultr-modern metropolises & e.t. monsters, ' One or the other, we'll give U 2
‘menro/idele" of your Wright, knight, Bronson, Bok or whom-have-U, better'n U ever
ccud hope for in mimeo; or an Original .dele, drawn from your instructions--paper
% li'ho & postage, 100 for $1.85! Lou Goldstone's lined up for mimicrayon in his
oyt Fantasia,..now let's forge rite mhead! Who'll be nexty Fanfaret Folaris?
5p€~u’al  Sun Spotsty Southern Stary Our cerd inclosed--our mailbox open W ide.

PS:  There IS truth to the rumor several local fans oferd $10 to meet the model,..

Yecoeds,
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"The Salt of Sage Creek" doth speel fronm
§591753, 2303 U St. Lipcolnebrasks. '"Salutetions,
i Fan et Fonette: 1lize cover, on VOM 12;

4 E reslly got off to a good start in the world., And leck at him now: Oh well,
he's young yet,--maybe he'll get back orn the track yet, --- liost interesting fen-
ture of VOM these deys is the constant flow of letters from England. I even stag-
gered through most of the letter in that curious hodge-podge called 'Esperanto,’
——- 'Art Vidner sane?' queries the Contents page. Well, he admits being a fan,
doesn't het The conclusion is obvious. -~ Reminds me, for no reason that I can
think of, to thank you for the very neat card which eccompanied the lNew Year Is-
sue. Reanson I didn't mention it previously is that I didn't find it until two or
three weoks ago. (Which woud be mid-Ear...& o fine time to be finding en :ngig!)
——— To Russell Cheuvenet : How &bout a round of Tudle Temnis at the Denvention?
(Yeah; they nave heard of the garme in Denver; several Denver players competed, for
a very brief time, it is true, in the Missouri Valley Open in Omaha in Februery. )
4nd, if Gilbert, who innccently calls the game ‘ping pong.' is there, we'll make
him eat a Parker tall.---If you'll look under the sticker at the top of this page
(Member pationsl fantasy far federstion) (as if you haven't already?) you'll find
three 1i'l dimes. I know your subtle little insert suggested FIVE dimes, but the
sticker is enly long encugh to hold three. --- Several other things I might com-
ment on. For instancc, there is 4E!'s letter in the current (June) STIRRIIG SCI-
ENCE STORIES. Ieh hehl"

@2' 3 raites from 312 E Elm St, Scranton, Pa:
"Dear derling Co-eds, \ ‘%ﬁhrjé%/’ 1+ has been some time since I wrote
to you, and quite a bit of the Angels' material is at hand, so much
moterial that I do not know at —-- that fat! should be 'with'! -- what to begin., '

Your sending of the {ymp to Satapn and The Scicnce Iiection Collaboration to me wos
opprecinted by me. Yes, even if I do pay for them, 1 still appreciate recciving
them, Alsc,pleasc accept my many meny thanks for the VWomdum f 12¢. It is very in-
teresting and those hurriedly written fwords! provide me with something to pass
my time awcy. Your ~writing reminds me of mine, but yours is not as bad as nine is.
"’Cnce upon a time, I made up my mind -~ no, I didn't create matter from nothing;
I'm not Paul's lLastermind. Once upon a time, I determined that I would comment up-
cn an issue of Vom. That issue was followed by another and the another by yet an-
other until the twelfth issue was issued. So I'm finally going to comment on the
nunmber twelve issue of Vom. “’ 1Is that picture on the cover one of Forrie's phy-
sical or mental bodyr (¥, my mental, ofcorse...er, what am I saying¥) .... Your
contents page is still good, but not as furny and good as it once was. *° I no-
tice that you use fmz as the abbrevistion for fan magazine. Now, as ycu know, I
thirk that I started it all with 'fanapg! which wes soon followed by sormcone clse
introducing ‘fanzine! and somecne els¢ introducing 'fmz!, Hovwever, 'fmz! is the
asbbreviatiorn for fan megazine and ‘fanzine' and 'fancg' are supposed to be words
nmeaning fon nogazine, Of the two words meaning fon magrzine, 'funzine' is the
better becuuse it is more phonectic (euphonioust) end will not be mistaken for =a
comtination of the two words 'fan' and 755577~A1though, I still belicve I nrrived
at the only proper combination for 'fan' and '‘mog', 'Tunzine' is the proper word
for &« combination of 'fan' wnd 'maguzine', while 'fmz' is, «s I scid, the proper
ebbreviation for 'fan megozine', how, I've said my say about the various methods
of writing 'fan magrzine', und if I still fcel in the future as I novw do about it,
I shen't say onymore cbout the forms for fun magozine, If you watch in the future,
I belicve thet you will see me usc zll three forms which meen fanzine, % The a-
bove paragraph, hes in o wey tricd to show that I cm not inconsistent in my usc of
the various forms for fan magnzine., You are inconsistent, You do not dete evry
letter. 'Tis a minor matter; but, still, it irks me, (Jten 2., evry letter rewvd
by us is not dated by its sender; 2dly, we bother about including dutes only when

Lttt st - ~ A o o ~ . i~

2 o8 s BREES Y e 2 e S LR G S
we Bliev they hove somc bearing on the 18tter, Dates, at " Times, can be dulte Tme

~ it e et e ot ettt v inded g atrtediiP IS it Lot e ~ e~ ~e
portant; at those times we publish them. "Your 1letfer & Dor Thompson's ve ielt un-
ggggd as we coud sce no necessity for the information that yours was ritten Apr g,
St e A S byt /A R RS S L R B SRS LR LR A R R SR L
DBI's on the 10th., Sichst duY) For D,3. thompson's information: - dia not

o~ o —— s o i

RInt"or write ™ In e sorcnctic vein when I 'gave my interpretation of his initisls',
I didn't give my interpretation, but asited what his initinls meant., I added the
words 'Delightful IFuddy' s a glightly amusing after-thought, At the time of wri-
ting thu®t question I did not know for what the 'D' and 'B!' stand; end I still
don't know what the *B' stonds for. In o slight wey, I admire him, znd should be
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very pleased to meet him. The reason I asked the question about his initiasls was

because of my insatiable desire to know everything abeut a fan who interests me.
Thompson did and still does interest me. I liked his story in a rggent Aatgun¢1ng
and would give it about a nine in the one-to-ten reting system, Y'nen do we get

black inky If green ink costs more, why not uce black ink and reduce the expensest
(iemnc frlendg oP Ellay b. Effess! Flﬂ; O'G r.f w111 COﬂulPUC to come to U drth in

—— e e o s s

grecii, "Recently raised at & mecting of The Ima api-netives of Shangri-IX was the ¥

B S ~ e e

que tion of an 1nf—cnangu but rétention of the noy-tr"TlglonaI golar ves voted so

= sy R i O - i S e AR AL s,

ve: dent™wiT]l "remain your YolcG, “Tolaris, "Novacions,  Shanfri-La. oemn 1Ring, ete,
e o R L O

I 7 pifest) speculs & ofther istra Pubs ere brot out in black because publlsbt on a
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This i1s & Doodle Ducx found
orn the table at Clifton's
after o meoting ol the
imegi-natives, e

do rnot noe

who drew

-y

/7 o Sez "let's go semi-monthly", 1836 - 39 Ave, Cakland,
/L;}CZVgﬁﬁ v/ Lal, is thg adres of this pal. " "Dear iaggy, GOSH!

Vo dh WOW! ~BOY OH BOY! THE MOSTA THE HOTTA! Hice, as der

fuehrer vould say. But, Foile: that's a very nice cover paper. Heh!

four contents page gets btetter eamch issue, Betecha thet Art is happy -- he's sort
of a plug-nutty guy anyway. '’ Looking over the letest news gets me to wondering
if a fan is ever going to publish & newsy about Stfandom and make it stiek (T antasy
Tews excluded as thott's classed with URKNOWHN & STIRRING FANTASY). U noe, evn tho
so meny carikatoors r publisht apt Ray Tradbury, I styl sort of thinlk he's 1/2way

pud luling, 1 slaved over that sentence, but, then, I slaved trying to convinee
myself of that. “° I think Fhil Schumann ought to stick to the ungodly English
lilze the rest of us poor crestures. His Ackermanese is not so good., 0©dd, isn't
1t, that there is a fellow by the name of Arthur Vim Bernal in Cakland who is a fan-
sy fan. S'help me, I'11 find that Cerl Berke of Berkeley unless he isn't rezl,
Vayoe a local is pulling o John Reitrof, ehv (Veno»P on baclk of envelove: "Tsk,
Tsk- Cprl Eerizeley definitely a nom de plume.,” "I mrde™c llttlc m1°+oo“. “tho, 27,

o~ o~

which may mey alter your outloo“' 1t seeme the name is” speid furz, TEBfor, it Wasnt

Ehgya o mc—:l only “eE?ETNMQSLTM “ITTHe Y, TTRCEY IF you¥Tl start pv5718ﬂ¢n;~fff
orce more we Wwouid all be happy up herc, 1 hear that you're going to do o couple
issues, so why not make it regularly bimonthly or something. Yow I Ynow why 1'11
never be a number one fen! TForry sends three dimes off for the fun of it, That
lets me out, Tucker sends the dimes bacli! See how you've got me all tied upy Ac-
cording to the final results, 3all ended up in third position; ow I know I'm g
hopeless case for I just ca n't imagine myself following in his footstens,

This is the Fishy Hetwork signing off over a ghost-to-ghost spool-up. Pause for
ctation identi fication whlle 1 insert 20 cents for this copy plus one for my giri."
de myt say iio to the lilady by name; but, then, we never Vlo‘aue g_confldﬂnc 2

o

aoTHY MILTRAH, 1730 P IV, Wn/DC: "Dear People: At the office I have a colossal a-
mount of worl waiting for me to burrow through; at school I got my analysiz of lead
-n brass rejected, and my copper eleotroljsio came out lousy, so I have to do abtout

20 hours woriz over, and 1 have an exem coming up Wednsday, and it rained today, and
ry pents, which we just pressed two days ago,are now perfectly cylindrical, and



"shows Milty Brooding-- Trying to
think Of something To say To Voli,
The stuff in The btottle Is only
port. 4And very good, too. PFort,
imported from Oporto, Portugal,
31.69 per fifth, Disgusting,

isntt 3t¢" (Qefipitely. Fandll.)
think he can do it, but the loser

bother,

like that latter explanetion,

thother doy, Art Joquel said

e s ot

me, 1
going to burst.")

r s

‘least three errors, but I am too lazy

has to write a novel.
tesk, for the loser, don't forget, will be too lazy to want to do it.
show you & picture of Del Rey's room that would put Tobacco Road to shame,
not that he doesn't know any better, or can't do any better.
Anyway, that's his story.
that his mind might be uncluttered,
Think I'1]l have to use
A said to me, in one of my
100k around af everything, and reel II
I thought that science fiction fans were the dizziest people

one of these afterncons I am going to take time
off to have a nervous breakdown. But until
that happens I shall be happy. For Voice of
Imagination has arrived. Was also made
very happy upon receiving, the other day, 2
copy of Fantast from England, containing a re-
print of a letter of mine in Voll, It looks
like everytime I use the Saroysn style I get
reprinted, Well, it made Saroyan the literary
sensation of the country. 1 guess it isn't bad
even when I use it. “° Horrors! Tucker has
exposod me, Now the FBI will surely be on my
trails. I thought I had given them the slip by
moving without leaving a forwarding address, as
a result of which Walt Daugherty is mad at me
for not answering a letter he wrote me last May
asking to join the FAPA. The story is long and
complicated, but at the next LASFL meeting,
won't you talk nice to him, tell him that all

is forgiven, and thet he is welcome into our

fold. ‘’ The above paragraph is full of at

to re~

1 wonder if Lester Del Rey is win-
ning his bet alreedy, He says that he 1s going
to make me as lazy as he is in two years, Or,
to put it less confusedly, in two years 1 an
supposed to be as lazy as he is now, 1 don't
That will be a horrible
** I could
Itts
He's just too lezy to
I think he kecps his room cluttered up just so
Laws of compensation, or something. (G, 1

it on the relatives, Only

n§dEns, "Forry, tRIs Foom frightens
ke at any moment the whole place is

V\Tite ito

e

-

in existence, but my faith in them is sadly shattered after reading Strictly from

Hunger, by S.J. Perelman, or is it J.S, Perelman,
field of dementia praecox literature,
ness and light, likros, etc., ought to take a lcsson our two,

ton write in a lovely rhythmt
thought let it stay there,)

Perelman is the king of the
The Angeleno humorists(?) who put out Sweet-
’ Doesn't Single-

(Pardon the tensc; it was thoughtless, but on second
Ch, hell, I'm not going to sit here and try to

think of something else to say. I've got other letters to write, there do you guys

get off, thinking you're the only meteors in space

e Dol e

pens froem Larker IMU:
the Imagi-Netion' so
down and wept out enough to pay for it, '
netic spelling that some of your letters are written inv%

s 1t

’
A pew 'gate by the name of

"] have been hearing about 'Voice of
much lately that I have finally btroken
How long huve you been using the fo-

(i onto 5 yrs now,)

b

’

1 just wondered becuz I used something similar under the pen namé of Déleriim Tre-
mens some 8 years ago when I was the editor (for a very short time) of a movie fan
zlub publication, It takes too much concentration for me, now, to write very nuch
that way. I s'pose high schecol English teachers arec too be blemed for that, they
elways picked on me, .anyway, I'm a farmer now so I have very little time for such
stuff, I read a lot of stf and funtasy mags tho, and enjoy most of the stories,
Of course there are good - tad and indifferent, but I s'pose it hes to be so with
s.f. as with everything else."

Another newcomer is LLOYD COUNERLY of PCRox 276,
Yerittrick, Cal, inspired to rite upon receit of a foto of irta Forsto in 1939

(Iycon) futuristicostumcrvy. "Estas mi psychic, al estas mi psychiet (Kamarado
sanerli is studying Lsperanto which he intersperses with English.) -- "f& fotc

vi“sendis mi™eonTorms e 1651y kun 1a mental Image mi have had de vi kaj Morojo.
From la foto, mi would say ke vi kaj morojo have la physical, mental kaj spiritual
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qualities de la Youth de Tomorro. Ni need more de via type now, for upon vi kaj la
other free-thinking, progressive geniroj de nia generation depends, in a large mea-
sure, le sukcesa establishment today, de la mondo de tomorrow, " M1 vidas by la
foto ke, en addition teo being an Esperantisto, FoJak estas also a Technocrat, (Ei'
Lojd; mi ne estas Teknokrato, If U will examine la emblemon closely, vi will see
it to Be a monad in reverse!) -- "1i"ne know much pri either de these movadoi, sed
Ta ITttTe 'mI"do krow meets kun mia approval--except unu statement made by la Tech-
nocerats, al la effect ke ili estas against Democracy, kaj unu made sur pafo 26 de
'The Esperanto Grammar,' en kiu la sennacieca Asocio Tutmonda (Scciety Anational
Transterritorial, of which Morojo has been appointed World Administrator "for the
duration", publishés organ of thé orgunization--3afana Bulfeno-—Sample copy of
which ray be obtaind from the wik. Box for 10c.) endorses Socialism, ¥l may as

we 11 g0 on"record as belng unequivocally cppoSed to Fascism, Naziism, Communism kaj
kio passes per Socialism en la mondo de today. (For futureference, this opinion as
of 30 kar 41,) ' Parolas de Socialicm, have you read 'Looking Backward, ' de Bd<"
ward BellamyY Gi estas la best thing de Pia kind mi have found. Bellamy describes
“io mi hope kaj believe will be (kun modifications) la economic system de tomorrow
--a system kiu even today estas knocking por admittance 2e la door de a confused
kaj disillusioned mondo. °° Sed to get back &l la foto, @i like la get-up Folak
estas wearing., Gi estas reminiscent de Pattlo. Kun a different background vi might
te sbout to annournce al la Tutmonda Council de Techniciens ke la first U-235 ntomic
power plant has just been completed kej estas ready por dedication, AU perhaps vi
nave just returned from kiars en la bona ship 'Red Star' kaj estas being decorated
por via brilliant aschievement en being la first to establish amika relations kun la
inhabitants de tio planet., Kaj iorojot Well, kio does FoJak dc en kiu 8i ne helpt
Kilo zould 1i do sen her helpt " let nin assume ke--given & completly phonetic
lingvo--g1 estas possible to construct e machine ke will print la spoken vorto--s
machine en kiu g1 estes only necesa paroli en order to have kio vi diris autometic-
ally typed en la churacters de la lingvo. Could Esperanto be used in such a mach-
inety °’ FPersone, mi kredi gi could, scd s an Esperantisto vi estos better quali-
fied to pass judgment sur tio point ke mi estas., La machine probably would have
est: equiped kun some means de¢ synchronizing la frequency response range de la aue-
dions (ab something corresponding «l them), kiu ectuste uti control la charczcters de
la alphabet, to conform kun la user's vibratory range por each de la 34 sounds de
ie lingvo; kej even tiam le uzedisto (¥) (uzanto) would have peroli carefully kaj
distinctly., “° La grands difficulty, however, ne estas en building la machine,
sed en finding e completly phonetie lingvo, Estas Esperanto such a lingvoy" (997,
Sole snag we can think of is that Esperanto ¢ has same sound es Esperanto t fol<'
Towd By"s but dare say this dIfficGity coud be eliminated provided § provided The

rasSing U Qgggignfj A later Ietfer: "IFTI had Tead 1a Tatest T55ue de Tom Antho
i finished mia " lasta letero al vi, mi could have written this &e la scme tempo,
sed mi ne so here iras. *° i ne like to discourage vi, FoJjok, sed la practice de
writing sur la backs de malnovajn leterojn, ktp., ne will get vi anywhere., Mi have
been doing gi por jaroj kaj still mi have ncither femo at fortune. °° Kinm mi si-
di down to write o letero kaj ne have o very clear idea de kio mi want to write, as
estas la case kun this letero, mi always draft mia letero sur malnova pepero, This
letero was drafted sur la back de letero from an Arizons ors miner. An Oregon
prune grower, The Church of Light kaj la Calhoun Realty Co, (date de Decembro 13,
1939), contributed le stationery sur kiu min lasta letoro ol vi was draftcd, °°
Via experience de 'burning the ncon tube at cathode & cnode,' as via put Bin, estas
mulnova fabelo kun mi, scd unfortunately mi ne vidi « way to better min position 8e

le present tempo,"
. /7/ %/ 2 still riting on the good old S-FA
Stationery on ‘=#;7 <. xu‘414—~HJ 2 Feb 21 rote from 23 Farnley Rd,
So Norwged, : —s London SE25: "1 am deeply indebted
f'or the —— / constent supply of fan-magazines
sert this way, which, vogether with those 1 receive still from Olon Yiggins, are my
only current contact with my beloved field of fantasy fendom, °° You once sent me
a small parcel of Voui to pass on to various British fans, and these were duly de-
livered by some means or ancther, which I trust was satisfeactory. "’ 1 do not
¥now if you are wanting any Pritisher to write articles for some one of the many
fan-magazines in which I know Forrie interests himself, but if you should, and you
viil let me know, I would be pleased to fill the gap I realise has been opened by
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the calling-to-the-colours of Ted Carnell and other British fan-writers who were
featured regularly in the USA fan-magazines, I would add, on my own behalf, that I
fully realise that I cannot ever aspire to the heights reached by those writers
whom America elready knows, but I might, with not a little luck and some diligence,
go some little way towards keeping Britain and her pra-war, growing body of fandom
in the eyes of their cousins across the sea. i will, at any rote, do my best,
should you want it! (Here's a noble offer, Yankeeditors! Nufsed.) Well, this
wretched business in Europe will come o an end o7¢ day. y'know, and we will be of
real help to you folks, our friends and associctes in USA, Until that day we
skall have to be content to look on, though perhaps a little enviously, whilst you
carry on the good work! ’° My hearty good wishes to all my friends in California,
particularly to Morojo, Russ Hodgkins, Art Barnes and your esteemed solf, Forrie."

. 7/ looky, looky, looky, it's MR_& MRS KUTTNER: "\ brief word of
}AﬂQ v, 7“ appreciation for the assorted focze you so kindly sent us,
\9V' — Lﬁfﬁ > Kat divided her attention at breakfast betwecen brioches and
P \ﬂ fan mags, and, between hasty gulps of bourbon, 1 peercd over
: ,JfZS her shoulder. I note a curious phenomenon. It huas been a
I} long time since I saw a fan mag. (Letter dated 15 4pr %l)
& They've changed quite a lot--technic&lly much Improved, with e

great deal more attention paid to format, Some of the stuff wes e¢xtraordinarily
well done., '’ 4s for the contents, I have only lately learned to recd, I wes
charmed by the guy who emulated e. ¢, cummings in the lower-case spelling of his
name, Just to be differcent, I think I*'1l sign my copy henceforwerd as hENRY kUTT-
NER, Or, perhaps, hEnRy KuTtlleR. Or maybe HenrY KuttnceR. WNothing like variety,
sey 1. In any casc, Catherine and I botl thank you very kindly for sending the ma-
terial, and we love you devotedly., My devotcd spouse is nt present typing rapidly
--God knows what--at her desk, cnd I heve just finished broeding over the uncharted
mysterios of the New York state income tox return, The Necronomicon had nething on
that. The hell with it, I sey. °° Al)l those fan mugs gove me ¢ sad fecling of
nostalgia. Kat agrecs with me thet we should head wcst pronto. It's all guitc in-
definite as yet, but living in an apartment, in a city of eight million people, is
e definitely artificial environment. Both of us remein baffled by subways, New
Yorkers, stores, life, and New York., It is our intentien, anon, to drive west and
find a dwellire around Hollywocd where one can see the horizon, Perspective is in-
verted here, Buildings get taller, farther away. °’ There's little news., Cath-
erine started a Northwest Smith yarn, but hasn't finished it yet. 1 sold Urknown =
couple of new ones, A GNOME THERE WAS and THE DEVIL WE KNOW. But both of us would
much prefer to wander into Clifton's and see Russ hurling his gavel ct Bradbury,
Fred reading his Bible, and lir, Ackerman reclining drunkenly under the table, 4llah
grant that happy event will teke place soon, (Alas, Allsh's chenged now. Hodgkins,

long-since replaced as Director, no longer hurls the gavel at anyone, for he no  lomn-
ser ftends meelings.  Nor 00§ Shrojer show up but tis said instead Fred has Taken
to thi Wines & sucet adfiines.  Bhile Aokeiman--Surprisingly!ochas Stralfend ups
Sworn off €he ez spiksd Jubl-rich chocTit malts & bsen elocted DirGotori) - We
Soth love you devotedly. "™~ TT7T TTTTT B S S R el M -

A letter from ELMER PERDUE, undated, believed rcvd last
Lec, crowded & recrowded out due to leneth (5 elite-type pgs), at last presented, at
least in part. FPordue postscripted: "I wrote much more than you should be expected
to print, for the obvious reason that I'm no competent critic of my own writings.
50 cut this down to size, please, leaving only the more clever and interesting bits,"

We hope we have succeeded: "Vombicoones:

"1 wonder what to say in this, my return
to Voice after a year's absence, . . .

"liost important thing first--a request for
correspondents. (617 B St. Rock Springs, Wyo) Rock Springs, tho a town sincere
enough in its way, still has no attractions.” Precisely as one would characterize
Pniladelphia as a continuous slum, so would one charrcterize Rock Springs a5 & con-
tinuous red-light district. So for me, there's nothing to do but write lettors and
wear out deck after deck of cards playing soliteire, then tearing each deck guite
neatly in four parts after its usefulness has departed,

"So if any of you dopes
feel like helping to ease my loneliness--all letters gladly rcceived snd us cheer-
fully answered. 1I'll guaruntee a minimum of four pages--ond I won't even draw the
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line at Bev. Brown,

pieces, Comments:

"l. You publishers are rether clever people. I quite look
forward to the LA blitz that I may know you as you are. At the Chicon, circumstan-
ces ware nct propitious (cliche no. 1) and I could gain no idea of what you're
re~lly like, Mr. Ackerman, I believe I have you solved; Miss Douglass, 1've
solred you as well--and you won't like the solution (Do U mean 'Douglas’'y I'm glad

g

U .eve her figured out. That's more than I've been able™to"do. "4 hcw do U'noe shs

o dnc TaFe it: ~TefTs hats ths lowdown! If 1t's too low Lo Se publizhi whal about
T Tvate "Tettery T TZ-forsjc)’ Tand the thirdZ-fiss Pogo--I'm stil1l In"a fog after a
vear's correspondence,

"2, Miss Lupé Amador is a woman after my own heart. Rat-
face! And I've met Ackerman., . . .

"3, Mr. Fortier's SF encyclepedie has been an-
ticipated, During an evening with Juffus, 1 read & enjoyed stencils--half a dozen
or more--of his dictionary of Fandom. Modelled after Samuel Johnson's notorious
Dictionary, and includes what modern dictionaries do not--the writer's personal o-
pinion, And I loved it.

"2, We now arrive at the subject of the Fro-Sclentists.
I feel henestly sorry for Raymond, whom I met at the Filco. I talked to the lad;
while so talking, Milty came up, saying: 'Don't bother with him, Jimmy; Mr. Van
Houten has an eoxtremely narrow mind.' Raymon then wondered why I opposed his mo-
tion (that the Philco go on record against anti-Science) if I were in sooth a fan,
and my counter was, simply, that I am a fantast. Ray then shok his head in dis-
gust, saying: 'I don't want to look at you. I can't even seg you.,' I studied him
rather intently, if I may scy so, then left sadly, taying to Milty the while 'You
were right, Milt; he is markedly dolichocephalic.'

"The pro-scientists are wrong;
dcad wrong. They contend that, since science has contributed to the enlighten-
ment of the world, we must not disparage it, But! onlightenment is not, and can-
not be, purely physicel., It must of necessity be mentnl, Onc does not cchieve
cnlightenment just by those all-too-obvious things scicnce gives--transportetion,
mechanical creature comforts (cliche no., 2.) A ninety-mile speed in the new 41
Cadillac enlightens, and can enlighten, no one. (But it can be fun, seif-eensored)

"10. As to lir. Ackerman being a slan-geleno--that's an outright lie, I'd have
found him ten years ago of so. Bul perhaps he's tendrilless-~if so, maybe the LA
blitz come June would be inadvisable. (Did it ever occur to U that praps the rea-
son U didnt sense 4e 10 yrs ago was that he wasnt Born yet.” Sec Heck Kosnig for~
sEatiztir B0 prove Ackernan only 27yIs 0)4 today.) e B =

"About Slan--I was disgusted
with the ending. And similarly with the remainder of we Washington Worry-Worts,
(Hi, Juffust!), Van Vogt attained genius when he murdered Kathleen; and it was so
salddening that she was revived!

"1l., The reversed letter at the end surprized
me, I only had to slow down to about two hundred words a minute to read it.
L

There have boen many things in earlier Voiis that passed unmentioned during my
yzars' abcance from these peges. 4Among them was a self-drawn picture of Milty, I
cnalways amsoed by his sclf-portraits--such broad shoulders as they have!

"4 com-

- ——

bort ity

"16. Good old Perri! I met her at the tower; was rather badly beaten
in a chess game with her. 4nd did she ever hop up and dovn with glee when 1 told
her ol the prizes her costumes had taken! ¢che upset the board twice (odd, isn't
it, t.et I s close to e win both timest¥) She's quite lovely; has a bit of a
mind; tubt it's too bud she was taken in by the Futurians. Vith me, now., . . .

fLisﬁen, if you putter-outers feel like haring a really illustrated letter section
Ior charge, I can urd will oblige, Just tell the number of prints you want of
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each (klopo refers to pix snapt at Elarcy's Tallwood Plagtation), and I']}1 donate

them to you, 1've got MI1Ey playing with Blocks; (Say no moré--let's have that
one!)

P

"The time and effort spent in printing will be more than repaid as I think
of the time and effort you'll spend pesting them in place, and chuckle merrily to
myseif, . . . (150 prints, thanx., Q. dear; we inadvertently haye reveald our so-
cret circulation Tigures? Not, ofcorse, that any fan'll §iigg Yem,” But it Eglps

impress our advertisers, without whose between I{ 531551 "worth of advertising=-Ie,
AT Zeacn month we neveE cend afford To offar U Sach eipénsive Isiues, Which really

it 5 expenilvs wish U #st rite dows b Sonsdcr hof choaply Ausarted SSFTAGES hov

can Iftho for U0.7

"17, 1 have nothing to say on the Alex. Roberts question. I
outgrew his stage some seven years ago.
"19, I love your Bok covers.
"20. Your
Chicon jingle reminds me I turned out a couple of my own..both unprintable. .nd
something about meeting Acky, Morojo, & Pogo, when you take a trip to Chicogo. But
it stank."

Par Avion via Lisbonne et Clipper! C::jzf?%; 18/111/41
"Months since I wrote you last... if you ever _ /lq:ﬂCk,éiéZﬁ received
my letter of November 19th, (publisht #13) i el — which
was sent from Paris through an american friend going to Switzerland . T'was no
fault of mine if I did not write again , “° But things happen in months and there
e I, at Marseilles after an uneventful escape from the occupied zone with my wife,
0f course, we were without any kind of 'ausweis' to do so, but she is a good troop-
er and we slipped through the 'line' in the wee hours of the morning helped by a
peasant guide . “‘ Our firm is editing some kind of a cheap Sunday paper hers
with reasonable success and we are contemplating the possibility of taking up egain
the idea of 'Conquetes'. Evidently it shall not be the same pretentious scheme but
it can still be a young and energetic magazine full of ideas, new in this country .
Science fiction shall have its place on account of its qualities of imagination and
daring . *° I have only one aim : to give to our youth the magazine full of in-
spiration they need to buck up their morale and give them hope in better days...
GiG/SWI. 68 rue de Rome, Marseilles, B, du R."™ (Bravo! et sentiments respectueux.
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SO0 SECTION: "Larry & ‘Lylda'" (Farsaci): "Pardon slight delay:--I wanted B,4.S,
(Eernie) (Seufert) to hear your record (andswell idea, too!) before
sending it on to Miske. It's already on its way again & with a couple 'Kecti' pho-
nograph needles I thought it would bte best to enclose.". Thus from Rochester Y.
Jext from Cleveland Q: "Received record titled SFS Meeting from Farsaci today.
(16 Apr 41) JCI."--po corment. Ray J Sienkiewicz: "The voice of each one of you
seemed to me to fit each person properly, That is, each Angel has the voice I ima~
gined he or she does have. Yerke has the voice of a chubby individual, Forrie that
of a genial person, Morojo that of a quiet, confident person, and all the others
their proper voices. “’ I must tell you one other thing about the record, it is
'orange peeling'. 'Orange peeling'...is eaused by the record drying up." Wnat, the
imegi-natives drying upv Impossible! Tucker: "Ackerman has mike fright,...
Laugherty has it too. Only lorojo sounds natural., Somebody at the Chicon told me
Morojo would make a natural teacher,....she is such a stickler for details and pro-
nunciation. Can you not picture her teaching the 3-b class in applied rocketryy
Barsoom's Thoris (0'Brien, as I remember) has an almost-masculine voice, from this
end of the record, Eradbury sounded just the opposite ... oh, woo wool Rerarding
the long whistle and the remark to the offect that 'thut wasn't science-fictional
«+..! what happened, did ickie show his leg¥" What, & hauve U pull it, Ponst

Attn, prle Korshak! Did U ever receive the record just referd to ty Tuck,
forwarg itr Vie have had nc word of it from Tucker's turn on. The one beginning
'Greetings, stfans & stfettes! This is 4e Ackerman speaking to U over station VOK!

) attn, Jack Speer! Did U receive the LASFS Xmas Set, the large doudble disks,
with info to forward to Henry Ackermannt !'Dublin', did U get temy Harry, have U
heard 'em: Who has 'em nowtY Scott% Juliey Nadiney Hanst leslie¥ Ram¥% Arttey
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