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VOICE OF THE IMAGI=NATION, aka VOM, #28. Nov. '43, |0c« Produced In
colaboration with World Fandom by Jack Erman & Morojo. Publlshi otten
as posss Adres “Snatuclus’ at Bx 6475 Met Stn, Los Angeles 14, Callt.
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WELL, wutchanoel Another Annlversary has snuck up on usl We
started this 1sh, unconscious of the fact [t probly woud apear In Nov,
our celebration months, So thils number hasnt been done up with any
special xtras, but tis a flarly large fsh--1n fact, now that we check,
same size as our S5th Ann, with the excepltion of a Supplement, & Larry
Shaw was sposed to supply that, but 1t hasnt come thru at the time of
dlistribution,

Errata, Chattah, etcy Plty poor Harry Warner, cul off
in the prime of his letfer. TwiTl be concluded nextime, however...!n
errors of omission, Forry pleads gullty to torgelting to stencil the
word "ior" on the PLANS-for-SLANS superdoodle...Speakling ot superdoo-
dles, we introduce thils ish a discovery of Mel Brown's, Dick Wor tman.
Yep, he dooodled it-=all them |Ii! oddments thruout the ish...To Carroll
Wymack, our thanx for the $5 donation whlch sponsord our |litho'd cover.
«avTo Lora Crozeitl, appreclation ftor stenciling of 2eke's chic, the
satangely Also, note carefully Crozettlls backpage ad, created &
stenclld by hersel fe=her first work for the mimeo...We have |1thoworthy
Illustrations on hand by or antlclpated from Joe Glbsan, Sandra Michel,
torralne Kelbur & Ron Clyne. Angellcontributions not declinedescescacs
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We-~4e--are franllicly tryling to gel thls thru in time to take
copys with us to distribute at the Michtcon, which, Mel Brown sez,
will be noen, 1t Cpl Ack-Ack makes it, as the Michlcorn. And he don't
mean |ikker. Sgt Howard Funk's call on me thls morn didnt helg mat-
ters. (Not that it matters—-naturally, | was delited to make thz ac-
quaintance ot this {former Chiian.) And what the heck shoud hapn here

at the clubroom carlter today but | glance up from stenclling...%
there of all unexpected persons In the world stood B1l! Crawiard of
Baton Rouge..«fh a moment later Margarel, the Mrs, walkt I'nl And Del-
der has come back to LA & will Illustrate for us again., While tn's

n“ws rytly belongs in Shangri-L’Affalres, we're give U spef ilash rews.
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“Micklow", B7 Qakridee Rd, Hizh
E(gom_bg, Bugks, Epe, trucks into
our ?gggshglgg: with: Usually, on
recolving VoM, --and providing that
I have the evening free, -- I relax
and read the whole thing thoroughly,
beginning to end, absorbing and di-
gesting every tasty morsel frem the
poor idiets who have a hobby called
"science-fiotion". { Omit to men-
E}on that I'm one of them 1),....

it seems to me, from careful study
of recent isswes, that American fan-
dom on the whale is doing a lot more
seriocus thinking than they used to
at one tima, (At least, if letters
in 0ld VoM'a were anything of a
oross-sootlon of American fandom then,)
I suppose the war has made all the dif-
ference ¥ “° I enjoyed “SOME NOTES ON
THE BLACK ARTS" immensely. Congratula-
tions, Alojo! (Halle, Joe !! Having
read same other stuff dealing with the
samo subjects, mostly by Willliam B. Sea-
brock, I found it interusting to compare

Jo's ideas with WBS's., I

whole-heartadly agree with the remarks
about Aleister Crowley. “° Tho second
Supplemont, "QUEST IN TIME", was amusing
most of the way; of course, there can
ba no comparison between its predecessor,
touching as they do, on subjeots so dif-
ferent, ‘° John K. Aiken's first letter \
(#26) was intercsting, end provided me with
more¢ than ane laugh,-- Hudes and popperpots
should be equally distributed throughout the
pegas of Vo, should they ¥ Yhy on earth pep-
perpots ¢t Vhy not, for example, detective stor-
ies featuring Shylock Bones, or some other great ?
slouth,,¥v °° Closing now, with specinl congratulations to you, Morojo, for ocaontin-
uing the good work, I realise what an effort it noeds, end you should get a medal
for perseverance, -- really you should !l P.S. Who is this insignifiecant American
guy, "Tucker," who insists on entering and leaving fandem with such rapidity? (The
Pong is the lowest form of humor.) PPS. Heinlein still stinks. (We don't agree,
Bt thiy pEUSCATaE pug sufe dosil) et

- s [

amipent p r
with the pgeuliar Querkean his jimpr_a._m- mﬁg Trom
1223 K Gordon, Hollywood 38: TO THE VOMBARDIERS:
¥uilo in 4F 1 imagined until . the other day thot 1 was
draft exempt. lew, Ackerman, in view of the faot that

you publish everything, don't obscure this fact, that
this letter was drafted from me, by accident- ally dropping some obliterine over
the preceding line. ‘“ 1 understand that I am expected to make some pertinent and
allegedly intelligent remarks re the 27th issmwe of VOM, It just occured to me that
I never have had a missive in your reg. Familiarity breeds contempt, you know, (Qf
gggﬁ%iaﬁgqyou might say; I'1l just save you the trouble of making up that pun.) :
(1r #5“Tourt-eous & laff since I'm court with my puns down. --Agk-Agk.) Now, what
would I say about VoM If"Y had never met you end werd stilI living in my home town of
Great Faulls, Montana, assuming that I was an active fan &nd follower of your publica-
tiont *’ No matter WHERE I might be from Tierra del Whatchamacallit to Juneau, Al-
aska, I would chuckle madly over the Kepner and Moffatt letters. Usually religious
arguments ara something I estay clear of: after ecll, one does not waste serious efforts
endeavoring to convince a three-year-old that the world is round and not flat, Once
assumes that he will eventually grow up end realise the obvious. However, Moffatt has
a tender plaoe in my poetic heart as the author of the immemorial "ggul that hagd teo
ga, thot has to Hesven went." “‘ In my off moments, i.e., my non-fan moments I more
or loss prafess to be o serious student of "human" psychology, having had calloge and
sominar coursas in verious psych subjects: normal, abnormal, criminal sexual varia-
tions, child, and Semantics. I am still at a loss to explain the phenomenon of re-
d;—-) ligious persons of Moffat's type. There is a sizeable group of these
people in this dey and age who are neither fanatics nor secterianites,
é_\ﬂ whose behaviours mores are perfectly rational with the single exception
: ) that they are batty over dear old Jesus. I have know several of these
(}Eaﬁq |—~ savoir falre religeaux, whose company on & whole was very enjoyable;
[ one in fact, would drink an cccassional glass of beer with me, and the
\J others smoked but condemnsed drinking., °° I well understand the fan-
atic whose entire mental outlook is warped by & driving roligious parancia, but this
sart of oomplacent creature who claims to want human progress, may even be a Social-
ist or Y.C.L. for that matter, but still believes implicitly that the baby Jesus
could oome out e virginal vagina without having a skull fracture from the hymen and
teinge voritable human necdle from other well-known structural pocullerities of -thia
interesting passugeway. ‘’ This type of rulipousc is perfectly unobtrusive save



omy, medicine, snd the usual bitterly-debated contrary concepts, he will suddenly
shift from logical reasoning to: "Of Course, when Jesus was at Potwash-on-the-Jora
dan he sanid such and such," much as if this were a quots from Kraft-Ebing:or:Forel,

A few more words and: "Well, all that is explained’in SatEve Pokt, 7/9/43, when the
Humen Torso was cured by dust from St. SatEve's beret." '.’!' 1 thipk*that this pecul-
iar warp from the otherwise logical is'a:kind of séHisophrenia, or else a terrific
Semantic confusion between what he iz gsaving and what he is mganing. And!perhaps

most of these poople are idiot savantsd ‘1 wish that I oould oEtnin gsome ‘reliable

case historles of this type of character, -°’ Your slogan: "Anything ecclesiastical
is an effront to humon dignity" is one of the best such bannera that I have sesn in
the Free Humanity from Religious Slavery movement, I hope to #ee it used intsrmation-
nlly before my time is up. ‘° Other topics in VOM are up to thoir usuol standard,
Incidentally, as the originotor of the locally famous slogan, "Rgad Vom and Vomit,"

I woant you te know that I think wo should have a mag cnlled VOMIT, with the slogam
"Read -VOMIT and Vom." ‘' Havn't you VOMed yety It's more damm fun. It consists of
acting and telking in an irretional and erratiec manner somewhat reminiscent of Acker-
mon. Ackerman, inclidentally, sterted this all off by VOMing the other night in the
loeal drug store. The fountain girl, a neighbourheaod dweller who was curiocus as to
tha doings in the little room in the big apnrtment house asked the fatal questien

of the intrepid Corperal. °° Ackerman started VOMing in both English and Esperanto
until the poor girl hed a nervous fit, She served three mnlts two customers in coffes
cups, ordered a "wheat on rye" sandwich from the kitchen, mixed up three cokes with
pure syrup instead of adding carbonnted wnter, and was finally escorted off the floor
by the manager, She didn't return for ssvernl doya. ‘° I olose nowwith the famous
misprint which byt the time this is publishod, should be famous all over fandom,

"HAVE AT THEEs KRANVES!" Four effer yours,
Bcerirs Marcctnald o

25 Lgohfour Dr, Invernass., Sgotland,
sines "01d Mncdonnld hae a beef, E-I-

E-I-0!"t I haston to retrieve my
good name from the gutter through
which you have so mercllessly drawn
it. But I might forgive you if the
incident earns me fame. Firstly,

I'm glad that you did not take too
strong & moaning from the word
"bitoh", Secondly, if you would read
lese pornography & moro of the Bible,
you would know that “to kick against
the pricks" {(-you cen uncensor it now,
to the delight of 211 the femme fans)
iz n highly respectablec phrase, to bo
found in the Acts of the Apostlos,
Chrpter 9, Vorse 5. (Now what would

————

respectable persons 1ike us be doing

reading such disreputable printed
Giattert)  The phrasa 15 evem, 1 dis-
cover, in my dictionary, & means "to
offer an ineffectunl resistance". 1
ART did not use it wvery well, but don't
GATES you blush at your ignorancey *'
What's this pict "Ack-Ack"f? Looks
"like o moose under n bowull", to use
a lacal expression, if you get what

_f;Z?e?)ggaae? -
__0 fO/c{ yO(/( fAl_‘J wai I mean (in other words, "reminiscent
of o mus musculus sgltuanted beneath a

/‘()ﬂ@g/@/ hemispherical receptacle". Catch

- ’ on?) Miske looks like a zombie all
right! "That Texas windbag", os Beb so cutely describes him, is a surprisingly pass-
nble looking chap. Erik Needham's epistle (#26) roises mn intorosting point. He

says that he no longer has nny great interest in sclence fiction, & is finding how
little he knows nbout music, art & so on., I can say that it is through sclence fiec-
tion that 1 have come to be interested in musie, art, religions, psychology, good
liternture, politics: this es a result of gatting into contact with fans having thoso
interests. °° Praise be to the beneficianl influence of Second Fandom! Don't mis-
take me, however; as yet, I know really nothing of these subjeets & am only ot the
point of emerging from the science fiotion stage. But I am emerging. °° What's

this you have placed opposite your article & my letter? A man performing his mast
intimatse functions! Reallyl Thet's what it looks like, anyway, though if you'd
turned the gent nround & removed the bushes, we might see better what 'tis meant to
be. With regard to my missive, 1 suppose the usual reaction for a fen is to imngine
that some of the better bits of his letter have been left out. *° 1 favour Leney's
views regarding the influence of science fiction on the world rather than Gibson's,

as most intelligent peopls would. ‘'’ I feel precisely as you do, Forrest, about that
annonymous fan's religious situntiaen. I darosay the situation is fairly wldesproead a-
mong fans, though generally on n mucn less sorigus seale. 1In your plans for slnns,
you seem to forget that there are other things besides sciemce fiction. Certainly en-
courago your slans in this direction, but don't stuff thom with all the fantastic
tresh nvaileblet And you mre going to be just as bad os, or worse than, the porents
who nram their offspring with religious dogma, if you are going to terrify the progeny
away ‘from éven considering tha possibility of the oxistence of God. A suggostion
which I hoerd from Doug in Aberdoen soems to me the only reasonable solution of the
religious preblem. Keep the kids awny from the influence of priests & preachers until
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.. they reach tne age of 18, or 21, & then lot them choose their ownm
religion, by using Reason. However, teach religion in schools, but not as a preach-
or would! YsSlioh & such is faot"; but as an objective investigator woulds "“Thls re-
ligion says that such & such is fact." Instruction to be given in the main relig-
ions; & facilities for studying any, howaver obscure, offered. ** larry Shaw
brings up sex. The reason for British fans writing more about sex, I think, is not
that they are more childish than the American, but that they are more broad-minded,
& get a great kick out of poking fun at Convention. {That's me, anyway! )

day
b {hﬂ
— _LfQI_S._ZQAa last MELE gﬁ% ﬁtﬁswﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬂ

jansle- % & said
caover aon Va §) soemod untastefully arranged:
mayhap the variety of sizes of fotos makes it im-
possible to do much with them,  Andrew Lenard dope
interesting; I hope we can hear from him after the
lites go on again. Cunningham's was the most in-
teresting pic on the page; interesting in itself,
but especially so when contrasted with what you already know of
Cunningham, The Youd foto is one I've seen before somewhere; it
tends to lower my opinion of him, I know psychological tosts
have "proved" that you can't judge character at all from faecinl
appearance; but I don't think it's denied that some judgment ocan be mode from secing
o face in motion, so why not from o still? It's intaresting to noto that the major-
ity of tho follows in the pictures are woaring shirts that don't require naocktias.
What doos this provet ‘° Sid Dean's point about organization boing necossory to
win o war does not andvanco his argument, the onalogy to fondom being too incomplete
Also, I would amend the statemont that fans are poople who are trying to express
thoir idens in publie, to inolude another important thing, that thoy are forming
thoir ideas, nnd the ideas are influcncod by others' etatemants of thoir own be-
liofs., '° What in the world can Mel Brown be referring to, that I snid? Only
thing I can think of is my statement thnt fandom as an organized group cannot dir-
ectly put across sooiologienl roforms, but ean only act by influcncing tho individ-
ual fans, who mite then cdvance rcforms by their non-fan nctivitics. But this
doosn't seem foundotion for Mel's attributing to me that "fans cannot acomplish any-
thing without help from the outsido". T am strongly.-opposod to "unity & singlencss
of purpose" in fandem, unless the "purpose" ba very broad; certainly nothing as
definite mns to mdvance a socialist world state, desirable tho that be. ** “Oh, yes,
lots of sects believe in Bible literally, The New England Puritans were supposed to
have; in the present day we have Jehovah's Witnesses, for example; and fundamental-
ist churches of many of the well known denominatione take it that woy, Edwin must
mean "Excelsior!"™ rothern "Excalibur", which was Arthur's sword. °° The Plans for
Slens article looks to me like the beginning of o new type of fan literature, I
know 1'd be glad to join in the discussion if I were qualified. A There should be
more and more of this as time goes on, and by the time I am ready to put it into
pre.ctice, some useful conclusions should have boen reached, “° I realize that my
cor“emnation of smoking girls (or girls smoking, if you insist) probatly hit Phil
(Bronson) in a tender spot, if someone he likes has to lite up every so often. Tho
"word from Spoer" takes core of that pratty well, But 1 question his woy of assum-
ing thot girls may smoke simply because they enjoy it. Once thoy've gotton the
habit, thoy may disenjoy going without smoking, but how did they get startedy Whon
wo wore kids, we used to smoke vine, coffee, etc, because 1t was rather forbidden,
ond mado us feol like wo werc imitating grown-ups. When I first coame to Washingten
1 smoked a little at parties to avoid conspicuous rofusal. But I've never smoked
hecause 1 enjoyed the taste, smell, feel, or sight of it.

rites from Live
gak, Fla: RELIGION & RAYM DEPT: 1 was brought up ina &\ semi-Christien
environment, my parents never thinking, of course, to dis-\, _/ pute their re-
ligion. Science fiction and my fan acqualintances definite- ] {kﬁjqfwh- ly drow
me away from the Unquestioned Faith and after many 8 serious e struggle 1
decided that Christianity was just another religion, ond.that ( | the only
special characteristics of it was that it was the accepted religion of
50 mapy millions of people. In fipg: The idea of o Suprome Being ruling all Cre-\
ation bcuz he crented it just doesnt teke with Raym. He blievs in an infinity of
Reings higher than we, whether or not any have direct dominion over
us. The Christian God may be mankind's warpt conception of a Viton
that controls us. But 3f so the Viton is no moro the Suprems
Being then Hitler. Whi e it goes "godding about™ on Earth,
it must be tha ignoront pawn of a force of naturo in some
still higher "world". If we have a God, it is as high abovo
us 0s we the earthworm--but it can't imagine Infinity. HOTHING
coud either measure or create Infinity. Were Infinity to have
a Creator, that woud imply the Universe is limited, whieh he
alsu ¢annot accept. Raym gconcludgs: I've had strong ideas ’
an! imaginings for months that Forry expressed in "Plans
for Slans." This is definitely interesting and worth-
while. °' So I close with the 3,458th saying of Raym:
"Zines may come ond zines mey go, but Vom goes on forever.
++ p.8. 1 amafroid I will look like Liebscher in about five
years--There is one picture on the cover {#26) that repelled me, but
1 don't live by my emotions and prejudice, ond the offender shall go unpnmed.

MAC-
DONALD the Magpifigent osoin, Precedent of the "SOCIETY FOR INFLATING FANS' EGOS",
proclojms: 1 sit with o lurid copy of your mangnzine (#24) whereon o shomeless female

displaoys the intimate parts of her body without blinking an eyelid. This cover drow-
ing is not bnd, but I wen't commit myself. In answer to Tackett's remarks on Douglas,
I may say that Doug doesn't exaggerate the rmpostance of science fiction 1n the werla
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i oday bﬁ any puerile crusading, but see his article in the Sept. (42) o
Spacewsys' on the three clesses of fandom in Britain: he says of Second Fandom, ob-

viously meaninﬁ this to apply to himself, "It doesn't worry about what becomes of
the S.F.A, or "Astounding", but it 1s concerned with where the world's going, & wh
& how Batter 1t could be steered on its way" Tucker's letter i 4 f

, : h s amising, 1
wondersd what the devil Robert was stuttering "ete." after every sentance for, until
I realised, of coursa, that he
was mimioking Cunning(f%)ham,
Good indeed...,. More evidence
of the dumbness of Tigrina -
nat that any is needed - in her
own words: she refars to “"VOM"
as "a fantasy magazine1{! . .,
I see Dean will make en excel-
lent member of my SIFE. (Soci-
ety for Inflating Fans' Egos).
" 1 was surprised to see
Harry Warner write about relig-
ion. I thought he steered clear
of the Three Unmentionablest
(Inecidentally the three most im-
portant factors in our lives,
probably!) In summary
says: What awful ignorance of
religion! HW woud call a com-
bination of Catholioc mass &
Lutheran church service a taler-
able religion, eliminating the
"atrocity" of the Protestant
sermon! Mass & service are the

A sl mere incidentals, the aids

ThE CMigf's GonnNa GIMeE WL FOK whereby the ignorant masses can

e o i
| 2 = - G - ot religious experience; the
Losig' v § S @M o doermon is the foundation, the

only thing which rem®ly matters. I am a Christisn. The 0ld Testament is just so
much legend & mythology with a sprinkling of history; the New Testamaont contains the
story of the life of Jesus Christ & His Toachings, which must be read by all Chrise-
tians bfor they can boom sam. Of fatt he says in substence: [ dislike LM with
his anxiety to assure cvryone he "loves" thom--tis more or less a posa. Tho I'm a
Christian, if I take an instinctive dislike to a fellow I don't deny it, I put it
down as a weakness of humanature. Also it looks 1like M., blievs in a persopal bsing
“Saten", which is ridiculous. And this nonsenss nbout man being oreated in God's
image. Quoting Huxley, "When man said that, he proved the converse true: He 'ere-
ated' God in his own image," “’ I can't get over the impression that I have always./
had, that Cunningham, somehow, is not a FAN! Anyone with some understanding of psy-
chology & k¥mowledge of Cunningham will know what I mean. A curious cnse. Moffatt
would like him better the more he heard from him. Not that I have anything personnl
against JMC: he has alwnys been very gensrous ta me. 1 see he will mke o suitable
member of the SIFE, from joyful exolamations that ho is 'gecining fame & followers!';
the parcels I recaive with stickers all over them proclaiming that JMC is a member of
the Colorado Fantasy Society, & covered with the marks of rubber stamps informing the
world that JMC is the Director of the British Science Fiction War Relief Society; &
the netepaper having 'John M., Cunningham' in inch-high oapitals at the head, declar-
ing him to be the first extra-state member of Gronny Goose's Goons, or some such....
You, Forry, will make an excellent SIFER teo! . . . And Maurice Hanson, from the way
he introduces tho subjeot of "Horizon" into his epistle, letting us know how fright-
fully highbrow he is! ., . . Likewise Forster, displaying his savvy of Esperanto. I
don't know Esp., mesolf, but from my - ahem! - extensive knowledge of langunges, &
what I havo picked up from Esp. propaganda lasaflets, I was able to get the gist of it,
" For Evans's information, Poe did not drink & praise alecohol; & he was never 'in-
ebriated' in the ordinary sense of tho word, Hs was forced on occasion, due to the
social conventions of his time, to partoke of a glass of wine; but that single glass
coused a complete transformation in him, & he econsequontly had no control over him-
self. His death was the rosult of his unwilling imbibtement of an excessive quantity
of wine. ‘* Alojo's Notus on the Black Arts was an interesting
essny on mythology. Alojo's seriousness is emusing , ., . And
what's this, "most fans are fans...(a) wont improve werld... (b)
know ean't... (c) esecape via stf."! Rawthah puttin' the cart
bofore the hersv, I should sey: (a) have & peculiar liking for
liternture known ns 'scionce fiection'; (b) havo a desire to cor-
rcspond with & meet, & mix with, others who have tho same inter-
ast; {c) wish to improve world conditions, and they sure can do a
little towards (c)!... Parhaps fandom g§ sugh cen do nothing to
better conditions, but evury fan can do his bit to see that we get
a Governmént which will improve conditions after the Revolution!
It is net an opinign, but o fact that Tigrina is a badly brought-up, i

stupid dome.(!) Possibly everyone does a littlse thing showing immaturity in gng res-
pect occesionally, but gensrally spoaking, Tigrina is immature . . . . ‘' New we
coms to wmilty on religion: he ses, he was stuffed with ususl Hebrew, with result re-
ligion now has no place in his mind. This is deplorable: he seems to realise that
no interest in religion was a psychological probability after he had been "stuffed"
with it in his youth, but is not attempting to do anything about it. He should see
that he is not looking at the question objectively ot all, & should investigate
raligion., ‘" Oh! Hol The biggest laugh in years is Ecco's assertation, "Some of
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these British fans are not as psyohologically mature as most Unistate
Fans because they lack the insight to.recognize the trye potentinlities of Science

Fiction Fapdom" (with a capital S,F,& F:)i!! And tnis directed partiocularly at Web,
who is,an infinity maturer than, say, E.E.Evans! ‘
- . (PL MILTY's gommantsi The Fan-
# .arohy question, as ao violently di scussed by Sid Dean and Mpl Browm. 1
‘ don't recall anyone trying to say that five men could accomplish more separ-
atoly than together, - Tndy kte-locking at the wrong part of the quesetion.
Hobodys 8o far, has stated speoifically Just what this'is we are to acoom-
plish with all our frantic joining and ceoperntion and projeots. °° Wheth-
ar or not science fiotion is escapist or not is beside the point. The big
quostion ~- one which I have been asking for many years, is:1 What is the
purpose of fandomr What is all this activity intended fort What is 1its ultimate
aimy . At first I believed there was an answer to these questions, But after search-
ing a}l these years 1 hava falled to find one clearly definad, 'All I get is rhetor-
ie, ‘ ‘What I'm driving at is this If there la nothing to accomplish why worry
about whether it can be done more effieiently separately or in unisonty Now I am in
faver of a goneral science fiction ¢lub, just for the sake of having an organized bo-
dy to point at and say: here is organized fandom. Also ta amot ns an official voloes
of fandom in case such 18 over desired, to give conventions, and to perform various
projects and publish wvarious publications, such as the faded-into-thin-air-Fannuel,.
But I have no illusions about great accomplishments to be aceemplished, °‘ When
Sid Dean asks "What type of flotion 1a pot escepist?" he is saying foolishness.

Ever read "The Jungle," by Upton Sineclair. Such a book may take you away from your
personal woes, but if it causes you-to

think of the world as a reality, then
it is not escapist according to my way
of thinking. Every science fiction
story which omuses you to think seri-
ously about what kind of world is thisa
wo are coming to 1s a reallstle and not
an escapist work, despite its apparent
fantosy. This providing the author -
is really serious and not just shooting g5
off, ’’ Ye Gods -- do I have to re- §
print "Scienco Fiction is escape 1it-
erature" againt Lookit how the mul- T
titude of Dietator-in-the-future-van- . *1ﬂq
quished-by-the-hero stories.we have
had since 1926 have cariditioned our
minds towards present doinga. e
- Dear
Editors: I find myself muoh in the
position of Mark Twein, who, when
ceptured by the Indians, refused to
eat thelr ronst dog until he was so
hungry he felt that even it would
be welcome, eand found that there was prTT—
nothing left but the paws. He had “bans, mert Jon . My wans v Tig Easdiiing AT Y
pawsed too long. When 1 first start- !
ed to write this letter, I had a few fairly good ideas floating around in what per-

ches on my shoulders, but in the usual manper, I heve put off writing it un-
til my jdens are slightly sorombled, 1In the first place, writing in the
bedlamish atmosphere of the LASFS of a Saturday night, is like trying to
cultivate roses in Antarticea. In one corner we have the battle af the
somethling or other, and in the other corner Mel Brown at the mimsograph
(spolling cour- tesy of Ed. Chamberlein) in the middle of the floor a pile

of Argosy mags, and some 12 or a dozen fans all talking at onca., So... enyhoo, I
shall try. In the past 24 years, I have boen reading stf and fantasy. I am unique
in so much as I did mot atart reading it at six montha, like most of you. but
woited until I wes 6 yeers old. Even so, I am in a much better position than most
of you, for while you first generation fans were brought up in e family oir-
ole who stared at you and wondered what type of monster your parents had
sired, I am n seecond generntion fan & rond stf end fan- tasy because it wae
alwnys around, and no one looked at me with a fage long "\ enough ta lap cider
out of a churn, tecause I read 4it. Like most people and the weather, I never
tried to do anything about it,until this spring, when I became a member of the LASFS
in a manner so strange that even Amazing Stories wouldn't believe or publish it,
Since then, 1 have thrown myself whole-heartedly into the business of being a fan,
and hope to do somsthing big, like cleaning up the clubroom, or some such egqually
Herculean task. I shall, in the not so near future, put cut a mag, and probably,
fandom shall in turn,put me out. Anyhoo, fandom, be careful, tread softly, and

stuff, or I shall be here to stay. ({The sigel inmediately preceding is not an-

other Wortmania but is the Sign of the Crozetti--lora Ruth--whose ad & ad-

res apear on our back pg. Next, s very serious & sadning announcement from

Olivar Kono Smith adrest tor)) THE FRIENDS OF BOB TUCKER: 1t becomes my
sad duty to inform you that on . the 31st day of September, Bob Tucker

picked up a .45 oalibre pistol and blew his brains all over the bathraom well.
It is thought that he becams onraged when the toilet tissue roller refused ta work.
** His paronts have beon notified and have sent a V-mail %atter from their heme 1in
Saskatoon to slaim the body. Burial will be in Rosalawn. ‘ He leaves behind sev-
eral dsbtors. ((Another theory, advanced by Earl Doubleton, autharity on pscudo-
oides, suggests Tucker may have taken his life to find surceasa frem the tortgru ?f
his orippled feet. He woro size 12 shoes & when he stept into the former #1 Face's
ha found thoy were 4-E'sl))
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Vovormscrn\/ vuss i past cout forvard ron Y% O TE
P rvard from

1710 Arizopa Ave. §£§, 1 I am prompted to make a
few comments on the letter by H, Loren Sinn., Sinn, it would
seem, has a most eritiocal mind, as evidenced by his opinions
expressed in VoM and elsewhere. Hawever, his critioism 1s
far from being constructive. I wouldn't even go 8c fer as

to call it eriticlesm. He states that the only interesting
letter in the preceding VoM was by larry Shaw. He has apek-
en. He deories fandom as being composed of & group of l4-
year-old "jerks"., He statea (in Fantasite #11) that he would
much rather read an ermy gag magazine than a science-fiotion
publication, To top it off, he remarks that he is not a fan,
never was a fan, and never will be one. Now this is a most
complioated and confusing situation! Sinn reads the fan and pre selence-fiotion
magazines, writes letters to them, has beaen associated with a fen publication {re-
rember Space Jales!), and yet preclaims that he is not a fan, And for what reason
does he thrust his unwalcome personality on fandomt Why, because he reads science-
fietion for relaxation and enjoyment,naturally! Sinn, old thing, I would like to
suggest that you cease to read these juvenile efforts of ours, Surely there are
enough of the sports and army gag magarines to keap you thoroughly preoccupied in
your spare moments. Thus you will be acoomplishing a doubls good deed--sparing
yourself the further discomfort of having to read socience-fistion trash, and rid-
ding fandom of one of its juvenile-minded participants. ‘’ 1I'p antioipating the
Widner "Plans for Slans". Hawever, this idea of fan-parents bringing up their off-
spring to be fans doeésn't sound too good to me. I still maintain that "fans are
born". Suppose the children in question do not possess the inclinations whieh
would eventually bring them into our select group? And, it seems to me, if a per-
s0n 15 going te become a fan, he will enter the field despite ony obstaclas that
might confront him, socner or later. I thought the artiole by Festus Pragnell was
o bit childish, in portioular the elesing line. Of coursa, this may have been the
result of the condensation, but an article of this type deserves a lot of thought

in composition anyway,
’ LAY Neacksy o Minnesots mome, apparently woud

iike to have the Minneﬂpg;%gﬂ_gg_gg. As witnegs: I wns so gled to rend what dear
Mr §inn had to ecy in his laat letter to your awful mognzine, It is high time some-

body told you devils where to get off. I think Mr. Sinn was far too sweet to sey
what he really wanted to say. Children of your age should be out either golng to
school, or doing some honest work insteed of roustabouting nights and sending awful
magazines like yours through the mail, My son Henry wae a good boy until he got in
with that wild Bronson bunoh and I could never get him to do e lick of work after
that., All he c¢ared obout was sitting around nights and rending those wild Amazing
ond Astounding mogazines., fYou will undoubtedly nll go to jail or drink youraselfl to
death before your thirty and hard as that is, I cannot bring myaelf to forgive you
for the sweet boys like Mr. Sinn that you are dragging down to ruin.

A from
CPL MILTY's mortar: Tremendously excited nnd exhilarated by the new VoM, which 1e
100% an the ball. “’ Discussion on rnising young 'uns very topical and alsoe impor-
tant, It's a complicnted businoss, You ean plan just so far -- Wweyond that point
the kid himself has something to say about it. How mony lives have been ruined by
parents who mnde plans disregarding the child's nbilities or interestsY °‘° For in-
stance -- I'd like my kids to be musioians, but I'd give them n Soashore Muslecal Ap-
titude Test before commencing their study. ‘° Training the kids to be rationalists
and raterialists is fine. Only thoy are going to have plenty of henrtbrenks about
it until they get old encugh to take it, For we don't live in o wnocuum. Our
lives interaot with the lives end modes of living of others. °° The kid starts go-
ing to school. You take him for the first day, and you answer questions and fill
out forme, They ask: "Religion."  You say, "none."  Eyebrows go up, but they say
nothing if they are civilired, ‘' The kid goes to school nnd they road the bible
there, and learns all the 0ld stories, and he wonders what the hell is golng on.
He stnrts asking questions, He sees other kids going te chureh. Why doesn't he
got Why do the others go? iaybe the other kids will discover that he has no re-
ligion and will make fun of him. At the least, he will not be a part of of any
socianl groups which center eround religious groups. 1If he is lucky, he will fall
into a clique which does not bnse its ideas upon religien. '’ If you've done vour
job right and the kid has s rationnol mind, he won't cere about thase things, for he
will gﬁggggggnd. But in the process of learning to understend he will suffer in-
orodible tortures, For to on adolescent learning to think logieally and retionnlly,
the world about him is a whirling mndhouse of illagienl and irrational people per-
forming meaningless nots without benofit of thought processes, At the apgo of 19
ho will be nt his lowost deptha. Then, if all goes well, he will snap out of it.
"" But there, in brief, is o picture of the biggest problem in raising o scientifie
child: his relations with the putside world. It will be tho 0ld struggle of an
originnl mind against ¢stablished customs. Compromiscs will have to bo mnde.  You
can't be tog difforont, unless you want to be an eccentric. You must set a stendard
of honosty. Up to o certanin point you will be rational. Beyond that you will fol-
low soeiety. °° For instance, up to the present I've boen snying thnt 1'm.Jcwish
whenever I've been spocifiecally nskod the question. 1t hos no meaning. I don't
beliove in the religion, and the rnoe has no existanco. It degenorates to & socinl
group.  With my children it would be more completoly meaningless. Ono of these
dnys I must stop answering tho question., ’° Despite tha turmoil it will cause in
their minds, though, my kids are going to loarn to think strnight, Ghu knows -« I
went through the mill mysclf. I can't tell whother I think straight, myself, for
thet is impossible to tell, But I know how to look far roasons, nnd test opinions
for the vnlidity of their postulates. I don't think thnt most peopla know hew ta
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_ analyze thought and behavior rationally. Things would be di
1f‘they did,  That's the kind of thought habit we mﬁst spreag. and I thin;fgszznt
gcwunce fletion has been doing it, for hasn't selence fiction been preaching consci-
ousners of logieal thinking -- disgulsed as semantics, soclal psychology, etev °°
. -~ You know, it always gives me a bit of a shock to discover that
there sre still people aliva who don't bslieve in evolution, And
more —- who still believe that the earth ia 5704 years cld, as per
the date of Creation in the Bible. °‘ I can't ohange his mind,
either, for I can't bresk down his basic postulate: that the uni-
verse was created by God 5704 years ago. The very nature of the
postulate makes it impossible to deny logically, for he can always
:iy thatlgod creat:d all ofhthe avidence for svolution at the sems
me. 'a aasy to see, though, if your mind isn't burdened
"faith", that the best system is ﬁot to accept gny posiulates unsupported by evr!
dence. Therefore, although there is no evidence yes or no, I prafer pggt to beliave
in 8 creator in the absence of evidence proving the existence of same.

i

fanzine I have seen
yet. At least in
thia issue (#27),
there ware a group
of letters by fans
who seemed to have
sométhing to Say
and say it well,
As Bloeh says, the
effeot is startling
--even with one ia-
sue. The bitter
arguments on nudism,
God, the destiny of
fandom, et al, make .
no sense, of course; "But | W¥ell you-=-I'm an athelsti"
but that is hardly
necessary. °° This matter of nudism and nudes and so on: The only objection 1
could possibly see raised by me ageinst it is simply from an ertistie standpoint.
Publishing & nude just because of the fact it is e nude makes no sense;j and appar-
ently, that's what you seem to be doing. The same thing in the flesh saspects of
it, There are vory few people who would look like enything stripped, and you can't
convince me different, After all, clothes do serve to cover up some parts of the
human body that don't have unifermly beautiful looks. This present businees of
olothes Esquire style is silly and prudish, but I would think o pair of sherts
would be almost as comfortable to wnlk around whatever nudistas walk eround as your
birthday suit--and much less discomforting...yes, no matter what typoe of civiliza-
tien of point of morals accepted then. ’'° This matter of God and religion and a-
theism, etc: Nuts) - " i " the desatiny of fandom:
Those letters expressing thoughts along the general line of the supremoness aof fans
are extremely interesting, but getting anywhere...7? Most don't recognize that ony
minority group is dependent of the whims of those in power now. Fandom can do only
so much ns is possible in the matrix of society in which they are set, Take, far
example, that commnicotion from Australia about the wvirtusl abolishment of fan
publishing by thot govt decree requiring permits for it.. What if fans were united
there, in an organization designed to push the future so much nearer to now, or
what they try to do. Then the abstraot but very real "ruling class," whether under
capitalism or socialism, technocracy, et al, decides to take a dislike to the "sub-
versive, dangerous" activities of them. Hlooey., Even under our present wonderful
system of free enterprise and democracy where ninetenths of the nation are satis-
fied and try to push it forward whsn they're not starving, publications--worthy pub-
lications--have been known to be muzzled, The weight rests on the sida who gives
out with the mostest propaganda. '’ The church, of caurse, would come in on the
above and do its rightful part in putting down such horrible endeavors 4s trying to
fres the minds the poor deluded dopes so common now., Those whose religious connec-
tions have brought them in trouble with their parents when they take up fandom are
unlucky, but I seem to have been spared that. My father's ideal is somewhat simil-
ar to part of stf's, but he takes most of his conerete plans from the I.W,W. VYie
cortinually argue with each other on points that are essentially the sams, because
we can't accept the other's viewpoint without doing it. That seems to me that sta-
~\ tus s-f would be in if it started on that tack. People, even fairly in-
j?) telligent pecople, each have their own conception ef Utopia, Nirvana, P,
[4} etc., and don't want to change them, °° It seems to me that s-fan- C

dom's main selling point on a campaign for the future would ba its ovn ‘£%é

conceit. Most fans turn to it beoause they subconsciously dislike the
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. Hacknsyed. customs now permeating our world, all the same for ages.
It mnxes them feel inferior, but-detinitol at least it d1d me--and my accidental
di secvery of s-f was a godsend. °° So, towsc1ent{fict1on. and plty thosa cruds
ru ted outsiders epitomized in the following bit of 'canversation published in the
lew Yorker: MNow, don't get me wrongq—I'm in 'favorief the future,,."

\\ﬂ/w Editor -ARCANA, args from 256-26 Ave,
431#1\ Frisco 21, Cal: Hooooray at last
J somothingchas jolted Harry Honig out

of his'eternal soilence! What can it
bc haa Has Unger sold the first Amazing for a nicklef NO! las Ackerman's brain fin-
ally snapped No! {or has it¥)Has Moscowitz been transformed into a Micholist? No!l
Hes one of the FAPA mombers turned out a super 100 poge fanzine with six litho cov-
ers! GAWD NOl----- but something more spoctacular, more magnificent, more fantastie,
moru,more, oh hell I can't find words to deseribe it, but, HARRY SCHMARJE, the jer-
que, the critique, author, columnist, eto.,stc.,stc. has at last quit fandom!!! Yes,
frndoms favorite son has left us at last,think of it, we won't have 4o read in the
fanzines Why does Liebscher hate me? Why does Jenkins hate mer Why do FANS hate me?
But all kidding aside Harry in a way I have a genuine feeling of friendliness for
you and I'm sure that quite a few of the fans feel the same as I do and I'm really
sorry to see you'are quitting fandom. After all you're still®young and
can make a new start if you try hard enough. °° VOM's ocovers are
great and all the letters are really swell except Len Moffat's., That
guy rcally sickens me with all his holy talk and what I'd really
like to know is how ean Len "Christ" Moffat be a fan and yaet be
a good true Christiany Hell, I'm an athiest and I'm certain;all
the other fans are either athiests or agnosties exoept maybe one or
two. How cen anybody be s stffan and yet be o "godbeliaver"is ‘beyoun ma
I'd wish Moffat would explain his ideas mas I'm doumbfoundad]!

1&2&._QEABD
IOMORROW, borrows g stencil to say (from 628 S Bixel, : an I was in
Frisco, there was some semblance of an excuse for writ- ing -you, but
now it is quite obvious that my only reason is an in- fantile desire
to see my name in print. °° First the artwork, The cover — - no

- -Isaid artwork. Wright's inset was a different matter. And thers was the lucious
tidbit (tldbit, hell, thatts a full meal) by Gibson. Of ocourse, there
were other illustrations and cortoons, but I'm talking about artwork now.
y ©  The feature letter - - achl Verry goot! If only VOM will oontinue ta
feature this writer| (Ke ner) '’ Next is Moffatt., Comments on fan
with religious problem rafﬁer indefinite & inappropriate, as Chris-
ian advice often is, Morojo's comments muoh more to the point -
that is agreed with my own viewpeint better. °° Beb's comment in
re Forry being broadensd by army associations is goaod. Maybe I'm vmnder-
ing m bit frem her point, but I could stand somoathing myslef that would
tend tward axtroversion. Yet most of the ideas which I havae for my future
are more likely to make me more of an intrevert. - - - In re personal
religion. Dunno jus how she wud define religion, but in all probability,
her definition would seem to be c¢loser te the proper definition of ph110—
sophy. °° (Poddon my oemzunal symplifid speling - prapa I shud b cunsistnt, but -
huinel wnets to ba¥) So I can nolonger claim to possoss religion, therefore, phil-
ocsophy takes its place. What is my philosophy? Can a person summarize his thoughts
and reduce them to a few comprehensive black marks on white papert The best I can do
at any particular time is to recapture a few flitting thoughts that are more promin-

ent in my mind at the moment. Perhaps I could list e fow af the basic ideas.

"I do not presume to deny or to affirm the existence 9 of any sort of deity or su-
pernature. In the absence of any possibility of evlidenco, I can only ignore
al]l the fantastie, incoherent, and conflicting k claims to special know-
ledge. I ernestly tried various forms of that re- ligion which seems the

better of the lot, and the results were negative. ‘\_J I prefer the theory of Nat-
ural Determinism, as the most logieal explanntion of natural phenomena. I also pre-
fer the theory of infinity of time and space. I feel that mankind's hope lies in
Science, nor do I see any recognizable and unsurmountable barriers to its advances.
I see no reason to believe in immortality, so I feel that we should make the most of
this life. I recognize no authoritarian standard of morality. I feel that the sen-
sation of pleasure is an essential aim of each individual life, whether the pleasure
is derived from intellectual, sonsual, artistie, athletie, Baccantine, pelitical,
philanthropic, or other means. Giving the same pleasures to others is a prime part
of thig, in that it satisfics an individual's aerusading or philanthrople nature, and
roises the general standard. This, is also a step toweard the more univorsal purpose.
That is geood whioh tends to univorsal progress. However universal 1nterpretatlon is
not readily accessibleto human minds at present (To say the least), ms science has
not even begun to reech the stage where the true universal trends may be predicted
accurately. Nor are we sure whether nature follows a dual or a single path, or any
at all, i,e,, whether or not (from a universal viewpoint) there is any confliet in
nature's aim, or whether nature has an aim., So nothing is evil that gives a balanco
of pleasure aganinst pain, or that is progressive. However, I can visualize no infal-
lible method of 1nterpretat1on. In coneclusion, I do not accept any portion of this
oredo as absolute,’ ‘ But now, aftaer this long break, I get back to Bovard,
I notice she tnkes o ’xl rather utilitarian attitude toward religlien in the futurs,
Almost ms 1f propos- LQSing freethought for the mindes and a psychologleally plot-
ted dogma for the morons. Ones in awhile, T almost come to feel that thare
is quite a bridge /{zf(/hetween the thinkers and the drones that compose the bull of
the race, At any rate, freedom must be assured to all who are capable of
thought., - - - Now ta the Beb's second letter - actually the bast letter I hawve
evor read in VOM. It stepped on cvery dammed toe I have, but I love it, and it

i
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might teach ms to draw in my toes a bit, Keep punching, Beb, “~
I should like to correspond with H. Lorin Sinn, whose chief contribution to fandom
seems to be the bland statement that he doesn't particularly give a damned about
fandom, That's heresy. Also it's shocking., In spite of it, I think he might make
an interesting correspondent. Would you consider this an invitation, H.L.S.? Altho
I'm rather slowon my correspondence of late. °’° And then comes another little sub-
Ject. . Esperanto. When I first came to L.A., I (without knowing anything in particu-
lar about the subjest) felt Esperanto to be unworkable, Thot Basic English (or B.
French, Ger., or Russ.) would be better, altho I knew noxt to nothing about thom.
But when I found how solill the faverable points massed behind Esperanto ~ woll now
I'm eacnvinded oand studging hard, Teke that back. I've studied soms of latin,
French, and Spanish, and Esperanto requires almost no study required ta the labar of

learning the others,

POB TUCKER. pew #1
foce, pushes ipn pur frce from 260,
Bloomingtan, 111, ! some-
times wonder about you west-coasters.,
Are all women in California overly
developed in their northern hemisphares ‘.
or is it merely a breast-complex in the J
majority of your illustratorsy One (
hesitates to raise the question of un-
familiarity with the subject --but ye
gods-- sugh piotures as have baon drawn
and published by Californie fans in the
past are enuff to exoite an inferiority
complex in our more-Eastern girls. I have
heard of art teamochers who complain that new
students always eketoh mighty tree limbs
much toa heavy for the tree to support
«ss I suggoest you point this out to your
"artists." ((Vital statisties: Of 27
nude s publisht in Vom & Vomeiden Port-
folics in last 2-.1/2 yrs, only 1/3 have
been by Californians, Interior litho
U mistoak for a Tomaiden last ish was a /
Gibson Girl. Gibson, bfor he became a \
Pvt, lived in New Msx. Nudes this number
are exclusively by Califens.))

E- ﬁ-q.k
PARKER, COSMOS CLUBster of § Grevtiles,

Queens Rd, Taddingion., s Eng.
riggglgg.;*glgnglign 1 A word
about the "Plans for Slans" notion in the

current VoM. That particularly interests
Sylvia (my unfortunate mete) end I, becauae x\\
what comes up but that quite shortly wa our-
selves will be facing the problems of reising

a youngster. Now I ballieve in e God, a Creator
with powers unimaginable, and exlstent in a L (Maorian '
tireless state (dimension, if you like), and 'HJ AC =A%
capable of influencing affairs on this plane of ~ what T S
existence. The argument 1s a long one, based on i .

the feot of existence, "proofs" of the answer to \g, f‘/mgf

prayer, and the innate inatinot of every human being, e W

as distinet from the unreasoning enimals, to believe in a

Higher Being. What's wrong with religion, think I, is not the basic premise - it's
the distortion and corruption thersof engineered by the bigots, the self-righteous
and the stupid, within the Churohes. Yes, I've had a lot te do with Churches in my
timé. And ninety percant of every Church is potent p'isonl Yet, all the authori-
tative teaching on religion emanates from the Church . . . What do 1 do about that?

ffeszy NARNER Ir, the #3 faco, of 303 Bryan Place, Hoeerstown, Jarviapd. tekes us
- Lo task: I don't understand why you use such careful selectivity in pudb-

lishing lotters, to obtain the maximum of interesting wordage in the limited space,
and yot will insist on stioking in those cartcons that usually don't even draw a
chuokla, like the ones on page 2 and 1l (of #27). Tigrina's has hiatorical interest
I suppose, so I1'll exclude that one from my condemnation, except to ask a bit irrel-
ovently just why Tigrina or anyone else should consider the sneke an instrument of
Satan. Blaok magio seema to derive mostly from the Bible; but you won't find there-
in any identifiecation of the snake with Satan. Quite true, the snake tempted Eve,
but as Byron pointed out at great longth in his tragedy, "rain", the devil had no-
thing to do with it, accarding to Genesis. °° This mistranslation about "sins
boing visited upon the coming genvrations makes an intoresting point but I don't see
that it changes my basic argument that religion tells us that we hqva the power to
discern the difference between right and wrong, and I prefer to think that it's
wrong for sins or diseases to be wished upon innocent children and grangchzldren.

*/  Keith Buchonan gives me great pleasure with his observations on Christian phen-
omena. Moffatt's three things toteach the kiddies sound nice, but would hardly
gtand up under any high-pressure acepticism, when said kiddies get old enough to
think for themsalves. And "believe that Christ is God's Son" isn't strictly true,
for we're taught that Christ, God and the Holy Spirit are three in ons, Follow .
Christ's teachings is a slightly more practical thing to inculcate in the deer lit-
tlo brats, but you can pull almost any meaning out of the first four books of the
New Tastamont, inferring things to fit your own beliefs and preforoncec.



ART & RUTH W DN E R talk about Things to Come for
thelr son Pete. Papa I|s one the Inner clrcle actl-
fans, member the Stranger Club, cofounder NFFF, pub-
ltsher 'n FAPA of Yhos, edltor many {flne lssues Fan-
fare. Mams |s producer of Pete. They adres Fandom:
o5y

FIRST, we're not laboring under any delustons that
Pete 1s a slan. So tar as we can see, hel's a norma
aly, happy, healthy human baby, and ii{ he grows up to
be g4 normal, happy, healithy man, wetl| consider that
we've done all right. Ot course we hope that hetll
be a bttt befter than "normal", and some of what fol-
lows 1s detinltely with that thot in mind.

/=

PETE, and Incldentally the rest of our children (2 or 31, wil! be
reared as sclentiflcally as we know howe 8y that we don't mean a
mallycoddle In a glass cage whose every morsel of food Is welghed to
the exact milltgram, but that anything we can posslbly foresee which
mlight have a detinlte eftect on his development will not be left en-
tirely to chance,

FOR INSTANCE, he now recognlzes faclal expresslons.
Smile - good, frown - bad. Therefore, whenever he gefs a liitle bump,
surprisz, disappolniment or what-have-you, 1f It's notl so bad as to
require an Immediate howl he looks at us to see what we think of the

sltuation. We try to laugh and make a joke of 1} whenever possible,
Instead of assuming a sad face and saving "Poor baby, didja hurtcha-
selt3" or some such. Qur theory Is that thls will establish a good

habit ot his lIgnoring or laughlng otf Llte's Minor Mishaps instead of
bawling and {feelling sorry for himselt, or looklng for sympathy every
time somethlng disagreeable happens.

WE AGREE wlth the famous eplgram
that "An athelst Is merely a Roman Catholle turned Inside out."  We

think it Just as silly te attempt Industriously to prove the non-
exlistence of God as It 1s to attempt to prove the epposite, (Ruth be-
Ileves there 1s a God, while | have strong doubts.) We wlll let Pete
himselt decide the rellglous queastion, We will explaln our personal
oplnlons as clcarly as we can, and also any other creed, dogma, phllo-
sophy or what-Is-this which may exclte hls curlousity. {(Nate: The

name "Pete" 1s to be taken as a symbol of all the ehlldren we may have
and not merzly hlmself{ alone.!

ONE OF THE MAIN THINGS we plan to In-
culeate In him as 4 baslec rule for 1iving Is the following quote from
Van Logn's Geography: "We sre all of us lellow-passengers on the

samz planet, and we are all of us equally responsible for Ffhe happl-
n2ss and wel!-beTFg of The world 1n which we happen to |TvealT The
Ttalics are Van Loon's, bul | —emphatTcally second Them, Tnslecad, it
might be well also to quote the paragraphs preceding that sentence. |
Imagine they might do even some of Vom's recaders some goed. |f you

hadn'}t been 1old, | betcha the avg fan would gquess that the words had
bezn written by Wells, Stapledon or at lzast Van Vogt or Hubbard or

H2inlzln: | quote: "Call me a dreamzr and cal! me a fool - call me a
vislonary or call for the police or the ambulance to remove me to a
spot where | can no longer proclalm such unwelcome heresles. Buf mark

my words and remember them on that fatal day when the human race shall
bz rcques ted to pack up its Ilttie toys and surrzndzr the keys of hap-
piness to a morz worthy successor.
"The only haope for survival |les
In that one szntence:"...
FETE WILL LEARN hls world geography f{rom
that books Sec what | mean?

AS FAR AS SCHOOLING s concerned, we
wlll no doubt have to send him to regular public school, since we are
Incompetent to supervise his entire ecducatlon ourseclves, and correct
such distortlons and misinformation as may be forced upon him In the
guise of "facts". We hopz that he wlll be bright enough te begln
lzarning betore "school age", and that learning wlll help to act as a
butier toward the swallowlng of many "essentials" taught In our pres-
gnt educatlonag!l system. The Insldious virus of natlonallsm for 2xam-
ple. On the other hand, we will take every precauvtlon against the
tormgilon ot a hostile or patronlzing attltude toward society In gen-
erale Seliish altrylsm will be the order of thz day. 8y that dppar-
ent paradox | mean the phllosophy of dolng good Iin order to recelve
acod. Not only [n emotlonal and mental sallsfactlon but 1n actual
material benedits,

STFE 1s a rather hazy and not esseniial part of the
picture. We will be pleased 1f he becomes Interested In 1t, and will
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be tickled to see him enter fandom, but wlth the speclal tratning In
store for him this will not be as necessary for him as 1t was for hls
father, in order to grasp certaln concepts. That, Incidentally (the
grasplng of certaln concepts]) Is the maln beneilt whlich yhos has de-
rived from hls particlpatlon, which 1t seems |lkely would neot have
been galoned elsewhere.

ALL our personal observance and learnlngs
have conwlinced us that torce Is an undeslrable means of attaining an
obJzct, particularly In the cerrection of a childe Not only that, 14
s Inefficlent. However, there are certaln times when force 1s the
most efficlent method avallable, and you may rest assured that Farce
wlill bhe applied to the reet pleat 'n Petel's secat wlih gqusto and aban-
don when, atter duc deltbzratlon, that “certaln time" appzars to have
arrove.

RETURNING 7O STF, 1t scecems llkely that Petz will become lemm
terested In 1t at least somzwhat, since he wll!l be constantly exposed
to It as soon as he can read, what with all the books and magazines
lylng around thz house. He will bz z2ncouraged to rzad only the best,
ot course. The tradltiona! approach of Oz-Klpling=-Vernz-Tom Swiit-
Burroughs etec sexms as good as any.

QUESTIONS wllil be answzrzad as
fully as posslblz on H® spot, and use of the dlctionary and encyclo-
pedla and the public Ilbrary wili be demonstrated at as early an age
as possible. It 1s probable that sex educallon willl start at an ear-
lier age fhan customary. {t Is our opinlon that the passible damage
done by dull Intormation 1s far oulweighed by the damage done thru
lgnorance and hali-knowledge of tftlmes continuing thruout adolescence
and semetimes Into maturlty, as 1s so prevelent 1n this "enlightenad"”

day and age. The subject wlll be treated as dlspassionately as pos=-
slble. "Where do bables come trom?™ willl bz answered In the same
manner and truthfulness as "What makes the tide go In and out?" or

"Why do the trees change color la autumn?"

AND OF COURSE we wlll be
changling and learning ourselves In the mecantime, and perhaps will
t1nd belter ways of teachlng than we know now. We certalnly hope so.

RED RAKN--SEA SERPENTS--FORGOTTFEN THEORIES--HNSCR{BED ME TEQRS--LIGHTS
IN THE SKY!! AlLL ARE DISCUSSED IN
C#0s#V3#E #Nu TR 2 Y
OFFTCIAL PUBLICATION OF THE SOCIETY
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF UNUSUAE PHENOMENA. EDITED BY ARTHUR LOUIS
JOJUEL, 1§, AVALLABLE ONLY BY SUBSCRIPTION, BOX 415, EL MONTE, CALIF.
19 1SSUES FOR $1--PUBLICATICN GUARANTEED @

WHY SHOULD YOU SUBSCRIBE TO A NEW FANZINE ?
WHY SHOWED YOU BOTHER WITH A FaN YOU'VE NEVER HEARD OF %

WHY SHOULD YOU SEND 1OZ TO J1ké at 628 S Blxel St, LA-14, Cal ?
a

WHY SHOULD YOU RISK YOUR E£TERNAL SOUL BY READING A BLASPHEMOUS TORY
7
WHY SHOULD DISCUSSIONS IN REGARD TO THE FUTURE INTEREST YOU 9

WHY SHOULD YOU WANT TO LOOK AT ARTWORK BY CLYNE, WATSON, ETC ?
WHY SHOULD YOU CARE FOR POE TRY BY JON & JEAN ARNOLD & flIké ?
kn other words - - - WHY BOTHER, BROTHER ?
VF thalts really the way vou feel about 1t, then DON'T subscribe to:
TOWARD TOMORROW. (F you DON'T LIKE 4 or 5 LITHOES, 3 or 4 POEMS, a
Tovelel angd & cshort story, with a few articles ta boot all !n one 1s-

suc: TF you donTf enjoy a mag with oyer 50 PAGES In Its FIRST ISSUE,
than DON®'T send me |Qc. AND 1t you 'T WANT to TRADE YOUR MAG for

MINE, well, than, DAMMLT —- OON'T I

/SHENGR =L "AFFATRES/

Mlke Fern, ed, for LASFS, Sc monthly from 637-1/2 S Blxel, ltos Angzles
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drlbbllng over the pages ot the new mag--VENUS--comling out soon,

Mave vou & story, artlicle or something vou can'l get anyone
else to use? Try Ciozettl, at 1542 W 1| St, Los Angeles |5, Cal,
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