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Once Upon a Time...VOICE OF THE IMAGI-
NATION was only a dept in IMAGINATIONE. Once
vugon a time, when it apeard on its own, it had
only 10 pgs; later 12; tinally==last ish &

this==l4. The green ink in which we dress
it is costlier too than the commonplace black.
Lithogratic inserts-—ot which ‘there may be

more in ftuture--are expensive also. The Swe-
dish Situation already is attecting paper pri-
ces. To top it all we consistently bring U
the biggest nsmes in tandom & last issuz  gave
U the tield's grecatest scoopo ot altl time; the
original exclusive cover by «costly artist,
Hannecs Bok, to which U have indicated the ap-
plication of thz term "masterpiece" woud he
an insulting understatement! B
This all inevi-
tably leads teo one thing: We have no alterna-
tive but to ask U 60c a yr tor VO4.
This docs
not mean the pricc is reised to I5¢c per copy!

THE VOICE will spcak bimonthly hencectorthl

Not so big a publication as this, ofcoursc
-=that is physiciy impossible for us unless we
are cxpected to qive up practicly all else--
but about € pgs per ish. Wec hope U approve
our mMovec.

Cordially,

Lot j 40, LB
e
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CONFUCIUS SAY: "Foo's rush in where Angelefioes fear to tread!" Follywood Films
presents The Case of the Poison Pan Letter. starring

- e P e e e e PePR———

039139"8t, "LA: ""Dear Voice of Ackerman: ~Justa .
few words regardlng Mr. Forrest J. Ackerman, the (? ///‘ 257*' jr
fellow, and a few choice words regarding FORREST ] 04127, !'>Q&;¢ZX:/{LH;
J . ACKERMAN, the editor of the 'Voice of the
Abomination' or whatever in the hell you call it.

First, to avoid ill feelings, I would like to say regarding the fellow, you're okay
by me personally as a regular guy. In fact, you have been very zracious in your
assistance towards my venture into the fan world with the ROCKET by your written as
well as verbal support. Whenever I have personally asked favors for same I have al—
ways met with gracious assent, Again I ropeat, as afellow you're okay. BUT-
“"Now to get down to brass-tacks and that thing you call a magazine. From the read—
ing stand-point, it is interesting. The reason I say this is because other fans
write nine~tenths of it. As far as the cover goes even & three year old child can
write on a typewriter. Of course he would haveto age about four years to present
the time-worn idea of the 1939, 1940 idea. (Our New Decade Ho., by Nooney) I turn
the page (of ﬁ4) At last after ten minutes, I found the editorial so-help-me. It
looks as if it were & portion of a page taken from the center of & book of cuneform
writing. I notice Morojo was supposedly sewing. Is that her part toward the publi-
cation. (Our old-fashioned typewriter accomnodates only one operator at a tlme.)
When she refers to you being sleepy, I think she must have meant that you were a-
sleep because puns like those mentioned come only as a result of o nightmare.
Turning to page 13, it is interesting to note the way you so professionely end a
page. According to the information which has come to my ears, 'Voice of the Whoos—
its' is an up and coming fan publication. Back in the corner of my alleged mind, a
question arises, just what is it coming to? It is possible; being & science-
fictionist, you know that anything ispossible that the blabbering (I mean veoice)
could be a first class publicution if it had a decent arrangement. Straighten it
out, put in a table of contents, give us a more artistic arrangement, NO ACKERMAN-
BASE, less Forrest J. and you will have a top magazine in the fan-field. ~~ That's
my opinion, such as it is. Toke, it, or as you probably will, leave it. That's all
there is, there ain't no more. ™ Progressively yours," (Dear Grouch: Oucht U
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ask for LESS J, so I shall say as little as poss under the c1rcumstanccs. “A bona-
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fide Tavie of Contents for an all-letter mag we feel ‘woud be as fOOllSh & unnecess—
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ary & unheard of as a ToC in say Astoundlnb s Brass Tacks or any similar Dept. How-
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ever, your “recommendation gave us an idea for a farcial 11ne-up which hus prcved
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quite populer, so that grlpe'was all to the 5ood. Ls for our countrv, if U don't

-~ e -

1ike it y don't U go “back where U came “from? The Condem-nation. —— As a person, I

—— —

think U have some fine qualltys too. Progress1velv yours, Forrest g_Ackcrmanj o
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( \ 7 (1/- . Editor of Tbg ggggovle, 14 Cotswold St,
\\‘_ i iigf e\l leernggl 75 England, expresses Milany thonks
(7 - A * Tor VON which doth become, issue by issue,

L more elegent & captlvatlng. Crentive evolu-
tion?" he asks; & continues "VOM is the most carefully & beautifully produced fanmag
it has been my Dleasurc to see. Keep up the good work -- and maybe some day we'll
have the lady herself back in toto (have I got that right?) instead of just her psy-
chic voicings from the astral planc. (Ah for the return of the old era; we some-

ey P - - ——

times wonder if Madge is happy, there on the Era Plaﬁe.- Or is that pun a plane

-...-..-.‘.-.. i~ =

ggsgz? Ng%l, EEE we help it if we're aorgguts”) ~=""Novertheless, hcr v0101ngs are
grand. -- The war has upset the coven tenour of fan functions in this country, but
individual fans are carrying on as best as they oon under adverse conditions. =7

Happy days."

"I am hoping thet you will put my scrawl in somewhere if you can" __y_
EDGAR GILBERT of 2145 Ave L Wichita Fnlls Tex. OK, it fits in all x!

/ /—"g,
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Excerpts from a letter dated 22 Mar 40. Joe's adres:

1836 - 39 Av, Oskland, Cel: "Having been out of the pic-
o ture for a little while, I am restoring myself in fandom
'7/% ,LZU again. lucky thing that some of my stuff was spread out

over long periods. If it had been printed immediately, I

wouldn't have been heard from for mon's and you can slip
out of stfanism easily with so meny changes going on. I am starting a stf-club up
here, Northern California Futurians. All of the fellows have expressed their will-
ingness to cooperate with the IFF by joining as soon as possible. The club will be
a Science-Fictioneers chapter, and we will be in league with the Futurians Orgeniza-
tion started in NY. If we ever hold a convention out here, all of the fellows up
here will cooperate fully in helping you stage it, you LASFL (now LASFS: Los Angel—
es Science Fantasy Society) mems! ~™ I unpatiently awsit thet panning letter t o

-~ S S O — — e ————

come in next VoM. Wonder who wrote it? Oh weel, guess ah'll jus' hafta hol' ma
horses. ~" Sooo =— you have the nerve to insinuate that I owe you a little sub-
scription! You must be right (you are Wright aren't you, Forry). (wutt & revolting
ing pun!) (Shocking indeed, but we shall try to make lite of the mazda.) Hated to
see that letter printed which shows what & lousy typist I can"Be.” Oh, yeh. Especi-
ally enjoyed were: Youd, Marky, Harry, Dick Wilson, Doc (my good friend), and -- ah
Helll They were all good...even to mine! ~~ I close now with —- hello Morojo —
terrificover by Bok — cutile athend of the contents page —— swell edit—orial —
neat mag — I've supported the ChiCon, investigated Tech, learnt Esperanto (in a
manner), and am spreading stf, but the rates are pade in the American Rockety
Society for & thrifty guy like myself —— I like the sub-pics — I'vc heard about the
ROCKET -— I take FuFa — and here is another dime for coming 'SHANGRI-LA' -- wonder—
ing where SeM is (hoping he's where I think he is — but thot is impossible) —— and
deciding this is enough for one man, er, boy, er, young fellow to say. =~ Wishing
you luck in your independent manner, I remain, Yours, another pacificoaster,"

4
Ydtar~~ NARTIN, co-ed of "Al", The Alchemist, from 1258 Race St, Denver, Colo,
rites: "Read the Voli you sent which is really swell, can't help but notice the tre-

mendsus difference between it and the old hadge which I have several copies. This
is the first VoM I've seen."
"Kaor, cceds!"

crys A i, ijg \. ¢ i
of Bx 122, Brvamtziils MASS as he soos. to adie /Tt L UL idu Ucf) &

stremes in simplifyng spelng: "Th lonesum Cape
Codr enjoyd his lst ish of MADGE (meaning Vom) very much. DMeanin me, of cors.

T g o o oy

MADGE is 1 of th best fanmags out.

"As U can ¢, Ive zon 4 streamlynd spelin in a big
way, evn going U 1 betr in sum cases as Ull c¢c. Anybody hu has trubl readin it, isnt
much of a fan in my estimatn. 111 go as far as 2 say that itll graduly creep in2
rittn lingo (& its startin alredy--witness "thru" "tho", "nite", etc in ads) & event
ualy altr it so that present day ritings wil b as cbsolete as th archaic "thee",
“"thou", etc. We cant eat archaic & hav it!(Not originl, in case sumone wants 2 a-
cuse me of literary pilferin] 50 4 cheers (Im no piker, wen it cums 2 passin out
cheers——cr jeers either) 4 Stsp, & long may it wave!l

"b4 I go any farther I vant 2
thank U & all th rest of th Ellayessefellers & gals hu hav contribd 2 my poll.
Hcwevr, Russ & T-bone remain fujitivs. Wil U e wut U can do? (Nothn, aparntly. TB
sez he cant think up 10 authrs he lyks & Russ was suplyd a postoard by th club & re-

e e . ——— - e

myndd on 3 seprat ocasnus.

S B i e e

"Hu is th Art mentnd inside front covr 4 a Happy Nu De-
cade? (Art refers tc #) Offhand I cant think of any othr activ fans numd Art. (Ve

e L T

meant Art Barnes, éEE’_EEE now that we'v bcom aquaintd with U defnitly wanto wish G

S o g oy — -~ -~ - e mee e e e ey o’ e ot Ty -

an HND toc!

A e .

"By th time this is printd (if) I may hav contactd Paro, Swisher, &
Chauvenet, about organizin an Eastrn Mass SFL, & I1l1 b th ICC nec longr—I hopel
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"Speakin of "Baby" or its sucesor, "Jr." I chalenj said banana crate 2 a race un-—
der ary condish with my jalopy "Skylark of Foo". °Tis a Chev of wery anchent vin-
taj, bur theres pep in th old can yet! If at all posibl, SoF nay b seen relaxin at
th Chicon. It always relaxs wen its not it motn, It dosnt Just stop & stand stil,
it reiaxsl Honest! U can actualy hear it. The dandst thing.

"Is"Trudy" the Hemken
hu left a big hole in th Eyrie? & is Curolin Ferbr an alias? (Veyrie true)
sgy e b o "Ray

Marlin sounds like a sudonim 2 me, & wuts more,a coverup 4 a femfan. Quote: 'boo-
hoo, nore of th othr mags hav such nice letr depts.' Yep, eithr a femfun or o v3;§
§“ﬂé"ter. Th fact that Ray cant take mor thun 1 promag & month, bolstrs my opinion.

"2bits is enclosd 4 a 3 ish sub 2 MADGE. If its 104 strate (yes, 10c str8),
I11 make up th nikel later. .
"Random thot: 'If I was u milionare, Id teke a life sub
2 all th fanmags that r, or wil b. I coud also by hi-priced books like Th Eovecraft
Vol & othrs.
"I11 let this set u day or so, & ¢ if anythin develops.
SN O SS BR Wings
dnote tym flyng... wimd
"Random thot #2: Coming buk from th PO after sunset, I notist
that now (59 Jan 49) is a swel time 4 an around-th-system roket rece. Wy? Becos if
Ull take & look Ull ¢ that Venus, dars, Jupiter, & Saturn r all neatly lind up in
practicly o strate line. Saturn is th only one 2 deviute from u perfecly strate
linel '
"In this morns meil cums & letr from Neil R Jones. He has no less than FIVE
Prof. Jemeson stories ritten, wich non of th editors wil accept. Now I for 1,
===& I think muny othr fens r with me--have ben longin 4 sum mor of thosc swel Zor-
ome yarns 2 read. Wut do U say we start a heklin campane withe objec of getin these
teles printd?Y I Think twoud b evn betr if we concentratd on 1 ed in particular--to
wit: Palmer. Its only fitin, since AmS printd all th othr 21392 teles. I mite
ad, that Im doing this entirly on my own inishitiv. Neil has no ides of wut I plan.

"Best letrs were Kuceras,Tuckers,Vilsons,Lowndess,iarlins, & last but by no
means least, yor cutup coments on all letrs.
"Now I1l go stand in th corner 4 a while
(Gotta rest my bateries, U kno).
"Yhos 5 n

"PS-~Im intrestd as 2 how U zet these futur
nemes; Morojo, etal. I c Uve got me pegzd as 'Arlaur'. I thot I had it figurd out
& had ben synin myself 'Arlawi'. Can U xplain?" (-wi on thend of Ur Esperanto 'name

v~ . -
"n_..n

was mistaken for -ur. -However, a8 no "w" xists in pgﬁ,‘ﬁ hav a cﬁoiée“tW9en arledi -

or ariavi. U myt Iet us moe wich U seléetl) ™" 7 T 3

T 3 Alase § BelTHT ol URER Vet Y.’ EERSELF: "'Lo -
el "Re Dec

ish - kinda like your grittinx - thenx - Cod/ i hope the nu dekaid will be

Jjust so very much better for you than the last hus been - or couldn't you want it
any better? (yes, yes, dear, dear Forrie, I know you are just as human as I, so, of
course, you wunt it to be a much better dekuid.) ((Sortu beat ve. to the draw there -
heh, heh, heh.)) (Careful hu U all call "humen", gel--that's myty powful insult

- y a p g o o -— T o s g

weh I allcum frum: Mars--& I myt fergits ah luhvs U Tsudyl)
e ITERNERAS IR SITUN WY RS RS e (i gits riled at tha
superior wise—guy stuff these l4-yr old brets hend out - be they from Australia,
Timkhuctoo, Alaske or Tripoli. It just ain't nacherl fer kids thet age to be handing
out sage advice and profcund opinions of motters, which I feel are not in their
scope other than the mere reading for the joy of it. liebbe my mentelity may be far

less than these young'Uns, for I just read the stf stuff and WT stuff for the sheer
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enjoyment of it's practical improbability. It's a land of fantasy in which I lose
myself -~ a Never Never Land - a Munchkinlend - it's a dust-mop to sweep the cobwebs
of .buginess from the mind - why get technical? And if the story just finished is
Just not up to par (or mar, too), fergit it and try your luck on the next. Not
everyone likes his eggs the same style the next fellow orders.
"So we have a KuZera

- well, well, and well, well. Good of you to give the name the proper pronouncia-
tion - too many people dunno how to handle these Central Yurrupeen names -~ (It Just
heppens I know some folks in these parts who bear that name.) Duck from Forrie's
berrage of puns! Tusk tusk - some day 4e is gonna feel so-ho sorry for all those
puns — when he gits in the punitenshairy and no one will opun the door when he gets
his share of coffee without puns. Upun my word, it's too too - — — - (Q{jg ever
see a pig's kin, watch a grid iron or hear a foot ball? Pun formation!)

L OTDUU TTOTAITI 108 , &0 eotsers 5t Saa i "Ahem, Bob
Tucker, — my spelling is Just an attempt to variate Yunyted Snaiks es she is garbled
= using the different versions of phonetics -~ don't complain too much, young feller,
or I'1]l spik in shorthand, without vowels. And if I get to Bloomington in a few
months, I'1ll h'ant yer Prehistoric House — zombie or no.

"So, Markie R. of these
parts wants to larn 'Don'tShoot, I surrender.' In Deutsch I can tell yu - it iss
'Schuesse nicht! Ich ergebe mich.' Es ist gerne geschehen!

"To Francis J. Litz —
Gerty! Grrrrrrrrrrr!
"Note to Forrie: 'Member 'way back is June at the Blackhawk you
told me my handwriting was to be analyzed by that Frenchy - wotever became of it®
You've had me in suspenders for 8 months now. (Yes, that's been holding things up

DR e e g o g et g o~

for quite sometime. Enuf to make U ill. Chicago, I11. "Your bresth Boen coming in

short pants? U find a coat on your tongue? Uh-huh; “just as I thot; 61d Dr Ack's
diagnosis wasnt sarong at that. “famour, toujour Lamour, is what I always say.

Which brings us in & roundabout way to Mme Zhan Dark. Frano-ly, we r in the dark

ebut her. When war came to Burope we lost contact with her & Haussler: “Praps we
shoudve seen the handriting on the wall.) ~ " - "Tow mwm % vmvamass ahien

ol G e pesige il r el "Am enclosing anudda coin to help elong
the cause." (We auto thank U for this & of cars we doi)

AT NN Wreriete Se sErers PRI Ve PuPw Peresaid B

gos.
4 oo 1>

ool GRS
Expressing some Aussy strone o inions, B A ™ v LYY e
._.p 1g B 3 _p ..... —_— g_/?f&{/'f_, ‘;/ /f./ y "f/."x‘-f_..h_/ /'J
: /

the l4-yr-old ex-fan, declares from

Down Under (Ql Thistle St, Lutwyche W3, -/

Brisbane, Q, Australia): "VCK has arrived to supply my critical,degraded and (I am
told) pornographic mind with many interesting reflections,meinly of a derogatory and
libellous nature.... 'The Cities are full of pride, challenging each to eache...'
and Reinsberg doth a lusty pieco of drum-banging for Chicago and Nr. Kipling on your
first page (#3). His panegyric confirms my suspicions that its inhebitants,not its
weather, have earned by patient endeavour Chicago's proud title of 'The Windy City!'
Reinsberg's shameless plagiarization (in block capitals and without due acknowledge—
ment) of Tosti, in his last paragraph ,is emply compensated for by his reassuring
last lines, which end on the consoling note that,in 1940,Chicago is , as might not
be anticipated by some ignorami without proper knowledge of geography, Chicago. Mr.
Reinsberg may now assume his fit position in the ranks of such other Enlighteners of
the World as King Osake, Frederick Engels and Sally Rand. ™~ Hastily swooping in
direct line of attack on the next vulnerable spot where,unconscious of their awful
cdoom,the little victims play,we find the L.ASF.L. reducing a terror-stricken popu-
lace to gasping fits of epilepsy and heart palpitation,with the weighty opinion that
the Convention's Exclusion of Six Members stinks to the Chicago fertilizer factories
and beyond. The employment of semi-legal jargon, five~dollar-end-a~bargain-at-the~
price sesquipedalians and block capitals reduces your editorial enxieties for that
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issue by a whole page and produces on the awe-struck reader an impression that
there ought to be Seomething Higly Significant and Vital to the Interests of the Com-
munity in it. Ilowever —— let us thankfully spend a half-hour with rosery beads,
praying-wheel or other approved method of ecelestial bribery and corruption —— this
page is &t least punless. "7 . . . . ot so when little FoJjek grabs the page,
read we thfunending puns and simmer we in rege. When Allah has demned you to the
houri-less pits of Jehanum, may I sneer down from my maiden—cluttered puradise and
make some lousy pun out of your cries for water! ™ All in all, the letters ere
the usual unreudable gems,or brummagems, that drool from the slotbering lips of the
typical specimens of Homo Gapiens. Albeit I em but a 130-1b. weakling,my entire ac-
cumulation of tensed sinews and steel muscles hurtles behind thet opinion,which I
trust will survive the murderous onslaughts of those intellectual Hercules,thcse
ponderous demsizogues, those expelled ex-occupants of buack seet in sekond clags Op-—
portunity School.-- to wit,in brief,and &3 conclusion, SCIENTIFICTIORUTS. ™ MNi-
chelism provokes,or should provoke,not & vulgar snicker buta hearty guffsw from the
most fastidious. The reully splendid bruins of Engels and Marx could evolve only a
theoretically flawless plan ,with insuperesble obstacles to pructical development;
Nietzsche sniffed out the trail of civilization's ultimete fate to its conelusion
andoceme back mad; the vigorous,keen—edged and(sometimes)cruelly impulsive brain of
Vlells can cnly formulate vague mumblings concerning a Modern State to be attained by
(of all impossible things ) co-operative effort. But,says Michel, there's nothing
in it,just set'em reading science fiction . We should not be so smused by the stu-
pidity &s appalled by the audacity, dear brethren; kindly file out without noise or
undue ccmmotion-—oh,and drgp a nickel in the Poor Bex for the St.Elizabeth's Exten-
sion Fund and Bethnal Green Alternation Pool. 77 I seize the opportunity provided
by the unimpaired pristine whiteness of this puge to inform you cuttingly that you
end your kindred evil-minded associates will perhaps make & clever and/or amusing
pun on the day the statue of admirul Nelson climbs down from Trafelgur Square and,
goose-stepping to Buckinghum Palace, begins singing 'Deutschlund Uber Alles' in &
stron;,clear falsetto voice. ~~ This brief criticism is neither unduly harsh nor
unfairly eritical ,nor is it my attempt to emulate the Tin Woodmen curdiacally; it
is mercly the logical outcome of the simultaneous occurrcn¢e of an hour's spure
time, hot weather and u congenitelly wicicus temperument. But now to bed and let
that which knits the ravelled sleeve of care huve & crack at picking up my dropped
stitchos. (G, do we fucl small. Yea, verily; the Voice of Midge!)

The next letter
we pick up--we hastily drop: We just heurd its author wos only 15 yrs old! *ell,
spose we'll hufta read it sometime, so--the sooner the quicker. “(snicker) From

¢ {7\ WRIGHI, Editor The¢ Comet, RFD #1 - Bx 129, lertinez, Cel (15! - - lieaven
1. Help us. Mell, cautiously we approuch the oponing linc...): "Yesterday

-~=— ] received your much improved Vom. (H@; not the oponing Vomshell we an-
ticipated.) ¥hat a superdb cover! (¥Welll) I 1iké thc chev and that super drawing

o~ T .t

by Bok. (Gosh, liked our ggggr.) Continue tho table of contents, I like that,
too. (Liked that too!] ligawd!! (Oh-oh; now we get it for somethin'. Thot this

was too igood to last.) How many typawrfgers do ﬁuveﬁa;suﬁaatﬁét'ﬁigge? {Tzatall U
wnted to noe! Whow! False alurm.) Liked tho Editorial.. (But this is unbelieva-
ble.)” Also liked that drawing on Page 7. (!!!) ™ Good idea Marky has about Edi
and Dick, the two phones. Littlc Joe good. (5till no complaints®?) ™™ (Ourgoshl—

expletive for fanmug coeds-—-only one line left:) Your mimeographing is excellent,

T oy B~ e~ e e e e
avweon

keep up the good work (We collapsc, woak from reaction, retaining conscious-

— g B P L e

ness only long enuf to whisper "Tom, youse is'e Wright guyl™)

! w9, N
tditor liacabre, E/Q.Parkhill. 24 Heriot Pl, Edinburgh, ‘§L&~u< (\Azjf JUrQ,
Scotlend, rites teo the "Land of the Frec': "I must say I o ;
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enjoyed VOM very much. i wos annoied and irr-itated at furst bi.thu peelulyar
spellyng, yet, havyng mastured thu idee — wellllll. Perhaps you can tell me if Tru-
dy is Caroline F erber befrre I go nuts. (Ferber, fer worse; fer richer, fer pocer
—yes, that is Trudy's seudy.) ~~ A few porsonal partics. — was Do at Fome vion
my mother was at the pics. - IIth Oct. '19...first interested in s.f. when the idisg
fated ' Scoops ' came out...studied Etyptolngy as a hobby since I was fifteen or ba-
frre.... at sixteen became interested in occultism..at seventeen—eighteen began to
study ceremonial magic...now I practise it.... Am keenly interested in technocracy,
but so far haven't been able to identify myself with any particular group because I
never heard of any.... neo-technics is my line of thought in that direction, the
aesthetics of the machine....Likes: Thomas Wolfe's books, HG.Wells, Algernon Black-
wood, John Gardner....editing MACABRE...being alone...poetry ( modern ) both compos-
ing and reading. Dislikes: dames...company...eating..,'human'beings...ugliness..pol-
itics and politicians ( without exception )communi sm and toryism, democracy, auto-
cracy, or what have ysu....Ambition: to write on philosophy. ¥ I don't know, by
the way, who 'MOROJO' and 'POGO' is. ( is this a record ? ) (Record? Mr Rathbone,

- T e e

thet is an OUTRAGE!) (We're only April-foolin'.) ~~ ...government has called me

o~ - et e .

up, ard I, having mude my conscientiously objectionable self attempt an appeal, was
registered for ' non-combatant duties ' - whatever that may mean. However, I hope to
issue & newsletter at intervals until this becomes absolutely impossible. Ackerman
review of ' 1 accuse ', by the way, goes into newsletter no. I. ~~ If you or any
of your friends care to keop in touch with me, I think I can promise fairly inter—
esting letters. VWrite if you can. I don't bite. (Attn FRAS Daugherty: another

- e e T -

Egyptologuy!) ™ Question to incite wrath: what's wrong with Latin as & Univer—

~

sulanguage? T Yours for weird till it grows out cf our ears,” (PS: "U notice

L

they didnt have emything to say in defense of Esperanto vs Latin. Either that or

et e Tﬂ' et e B L L A VPP Py P B P B A
.

they didnt have & pg to devote to it

TeWanill e ieps b b e By i —-whose 3 pg letter
we regretably have to cut considerebly i/’/— ,f”ﬁi but Ehg'ssgpgiqs
at greater length la‘ter in this ish —pe declores from IiC:
TSome of 'liappy New Decade' initials .\ didn't register

with me. Incidentally, a complete exposure of this 'decades' matter will be in the
next Sustaining Program (Fepemeg). Dlieanwhile, I'm surprised at you for making such
a vulgar mistake.

"You talk a lot about the new machine you have for stenciling, but
the difference is not very noticeable in the finished magazine. Also, is it true
that VO is being done in green ink now? (Verdure really like to noe?) My color

e

sense is rather defective, and under the artificial 1lite & all, I can't tell....

"Mighty Mark's letter to you shows a rather new facet of his nature; let's see
more of this side of his mentulity. I've taken up German too, and I don't yet know
the German for Mark's four words. I will say, tho, thot studying their language
makes me understand the Germuns a lot better. I think their basic trouble is a per-
haps justified superisrity complex; certeinly the German who has been speaking that
vigorous lengucge all his life would require no proof that he is superior to the
French, and probably all other peoples. Contrast the sound of 'Vas haben Sie dort?!
with 'Qu'est—ce que vous y avez?' (Or "Kion vi havas tie?" or "Whatcha got thers?")

"Here're Gilbert's comments on the SFL, reminding me to tell Acky that I think
his action in resigning from the 'Board of Directors' very ill-advised. For heav-
en's (or Science') sake, Ackerman, quit trying to aggravate the already serious
schism in the new fan world. It doesn't help you, and it certainly hurts fandom.
Your acticns since September seem to have been directed rather by blind emotion than
eny organized, ferward-locking plan of action.

-
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"Marquez ceci: There is little you can do to change SaM, Jimmy, or Will...You are
the only variable you control...Don't plunge the new fandom into 'total war'...Lest
dariness fall.

"Have had an exchange of letters with Joe Gilbert since that letter of
his in last VOM. Nice guy. He preised the 'history'. (Jack Speer's 36 pg UP TO
NOY~ 29 Jun 39.) sgoed o2X13 10 Looawt

a " "'Long abouthis stage (darn, I could've scientificombined that, too)
it begins to fall into the cetegory of quibbling, but when I said 'apoplectic', I
was relerring more to the dash than to the exact word chosen, 'outrage'. Can't you
Jus® cee someone about like Samuel Johnson turning red in the face and bellowing,
'"his — outragel' Anyway, that was the picture I got.

"Add evidence on Ackermanese'
hoariness: Spenser wrote his 'Faerie Queene' in a style intentionally archaic even
for nis early Elizabethan day: yet in it I ran across a line omitting the partitive
'of' in true Ackermanly fashion: 'For he is one the truest knights alive.'

"1Gott au
Ciel; looks like & combination of French and German to me. (Mais naturlich-—aber
Juil =it 36T DeTLIE I
""" "Had hoped to be able to include comments on FuFa, but I've drooled along so

that it's 11:00 already and curfew for me.
GuteNacht. (BonaNokton.)"
woe 21 491 Beceuse his
boss is a science-fantasy fan, elbeit a silent one, 4e always gives him & copy of

VOTI. A number of cu» no~el typs & EpEbial effects ore wc@gﬁboss%ble by tﬁZ'Acaaémy

(cf Mopix «rts & Sciencesy. Last issue one of our Sub Iimpires notices inadvertently

worlt its ﬁgﬁ_iaii ye A¥PAS E;EE_SEE7§_Eopy. Next duy tre J“;cvd 8 note from DONALD

Eiizgﬁiifﬁmich read: “Forrest—— Couldn't thiﬁﬁﬁsfglet%ing my subscription lapse.
Crecit ths 50 cents a yeur rental of the typewriter end you owe me & dime! DG"

cﬂ\ﬁ,_Q % CO ‘52\ ~ England's "Ego", rites from 211, Holtwhites

TV S S=toaried  Hi, Gordon Hill, infield, Middlesex: "Please
T ——— e, excuse henawriting, but spies from the ministry
of Rubbish reported me the other dey and my typewriter was removed in a raid, to be
melted down for armements. In exchange I received a paper 1.0.U. for 6d., payeble
ufter the War. 4&s you can guess, I'm rather annoyed, but I suppose I can feel
thonkful for huving escaped the concentration camp. e have cne quite new here, full
of left-wing intellectuals, Fedoral Unionists and Esperanto teachers. From all re-
ports, it's a protty tcugh spot, too. Only one olecctric shaver between six prison-
ors, end &ll that sort of thing. ™™ As one of tho principle perpetrators of 'Now
Viorlds' I was interested in the make-up of your mog. and you muy like to hear my
comments. ™ The duplication is remarkably good, & the display of type faces im-
pressive. I shall be surprised, however, if you got many British subscribers (as-—
suning (1) that you want eny, or(2)that they could afford to subscribe.) (Vo era
supplying VOW free of charge to ell intrested Englishors "dvring the gugatézg"ij
The maln reuson is the amount of Timo it takes vs sloweaitrted restures Lo docipher
your labor-saving cbbreviations. A subsidiery reason is thet most of the news is
too local und topical to interest us , unless we tuke & very active part in fan ac-
tivities. (fanatics?) This of course is not & criticism of your policy, which is
quite justifieble. ~° Again, so much of the Americun fans' activities scem to be
devoted to slanging other fans. Here in England we have had some lively controver—
sies, thanks be to Ghu, but they have never descended to the level at which a number
of your fen fights se=m to start. I'm sorry if this seems to imply any tone of moral
superiority -- I don't care much one way or the other -~ but we have strong feelings
here on tolerance & seeing the other fellow's point of view, @nd the languege of
some of your apologies frequently shocks our sensitive souls. ('Hatred personified,
is what he might be called' - etc. etc.) ™ This sort of stuff, which shouts from
every page of the average US fan mug, is more calculated than anything else to bring
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discredit to the ideals of fantasy. Talk about the ' Four & Twenty jarring sects!'’
( Cmar,) You seem to have one sect per fan. And each sect, with a positively theo—
logical zeal, appears determined to exterminate the others with fire, sword & ray--
gun. 7 Enough of this.  If you publish it, it should help to keep fmerica out of
the var. ™ I see that , as one might expect, Ted (Carnell) has a letter in. We
get intermittent letters from Hanson (one-tym ed of N5§§5~Tgrrae). who has been in
France for about five manths. He is now starting o learn French, so you cen bet
it's going to be a long war. I have had my calling up postponed for a few months
wnile 1 have some synthetic teeth installed. We are basing the design on Beculder
Dem. ™" I hope to get into one of the RAF ground services, as I have a good gener-—
al knowledge of math, science & that sort of thing. Recently I have been learning
navigation, with an eye on the B.I.S. space~ship. I intend to get as much useful in-
formation as 1 can out of this war, and if I can learn to navigate a bomber it will
be useful when I have to unravel cotengential ellipses out in space. ™7 It is necw
impossible to get any of the pro. mags through the normal channels. I doubt if more
than helf a dozen fans have seen an issue of Astounding since September. Imagine it!
""This war has one or two compensations. In the heart of London, where once one
could barely see Jupiter at perigee, you cun now count the stars in the Pleiedes.
And the great balloon barrage is one of the strangest, most impressive and at times
most benutiful sights you can imagine. In the morning, the hundreds of aluminum-
pointed bolloons gleam like drops of molten metel against the blue of the sky. They
lie row upon row , in all directions, often as far as the eye can see. Looking up
at their glistening teuardrops, one can dream that the centuries have rolled by, and
that some great fleet from beyond the stars is coming in across the skies of earth.
And then one trips over a pile of sandbags and goes sprawling. "~ One night we
were driving eawey from London townrds the emst and passed right through the burrage
into the country beyond. From many miles awey, we could look back on the city. The
sun had set and the western sky was ablaze with gold and orimson. And across the
purple pogeant of the dying sun lay the immense network of the barrage , like some
gigantic barrier reef, giving poignancy and a deeper meaning to the superb but
passionless beauty of the sunset. ™" I hope that this rembling & inconsequential
letter is of some interest to you half way round the world where there is still
peace and some measure of personal security. I imagine that most of you are interes-
ted to know what's happening in England now, so I have let my vagrant pen lead me
where it will."

Pertinent Paurts from a 3 pg letter from JACK CHAFMAN MISKE, "The
Star~Treader", of 5000 Train Ave, Cleveland, g: "Dear Voice, Given eterﬁity.ﬁgfl
Eﬁ{nggﬁﬁﬁggwhappen. Thus it is that 1'm finally writing you again. O, I suppose
it's two or three hours short of eternity since my last letter, but even so it must
be more than a year ago." He characterizes the Exclusion Act as the Bolshevik Bar-
ring, continuing "However, just because 1 side with hiosklowitz, Taurasi, & Co. in
this particular item, don't think I do always. The fan world has no place for rul-
ing cliques, irregardless of whether their purpose is, as with the Bolos, political
agitation, or, as with M.-T. & Co., personal aggrandizement. I have no more use for
the lopsided reporting of FANTASY NEWS than I huve for that of the Communists. I
must suy, tho, that the latter are by far the worst, since they resort to out-snd—
out lies, hypocrisy, and personality-villification; irregardless of their degree,
however, each side lies and distorts unbearably. That's the big thing. I can't
end do not indorse the New Faundom dictetorship of Moskowitz end Teurusi; I do not
indorse the incredible attitude Tuurasi has shown in his handling of the records of
the FAPA; T do not like, at least, Moskowitz' exaggerations of his ovm importance
"and his absurd ideas us to his omnipotence and the wey in which presumably his word
must be tuken as law. "7 However, on the other side of the ledger, the aforemen=
tioned hypocrisy of the Communists...und their repeated efforts to dominate the fan
field by method foul or fair, for purely subversive purposes, is deserving of far
greater criticism. The longer each side continues its juvenile tactics and gross
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unfairness, the more friends each will lose...if either has any, any longer. I
think they can count me out. ™ Are you trying to kid some one? (Most definitely
not.) I mean thet bunk you addressed to STARTLING about its saying complimentary
copies could be had for a 3¢ stemp. If you're going to publish the maguzine at all,
ycu kave to have the stencils anyway, so all it costs you to send a copy to a pros-
pestive subseriber is a 1 1/2¢ stemp and a cent's worth of paper...thus you can't
lose for a 3¢ stamp. Quit kicking...you don't lose anything and you might gain a
subscriber who'll last as long as the mag. (Miske, U are nuttier than a peanut

e SR T U - e e o

plentation on this matter—Paul-aris Freehafer, for one, bucks us up on this busi-

ncic-—in fast, U other publishers, what do U think of & petition of protestd)  —
Ak -=—"a TJetter by Lowndes. He's a1ﬁd§smiyfngnabSufhsamefﬁiﬁ§:~ss~l'ii_ﬁa;e plenty
tc do, I suppese. "~ And my suspicions are confirmed. His remarks about the Fu-
turian's having decided to keep Communism out of fun affairs are laughebless. 7
Incidently, would you say that page for page, Astonishing, edited by Super-Bolo
Pohl, is more sociological, or even more literary, thun Palmer's AMAZING? Well,
well, imagine that. e must now intensify the insults the Bolos have heaped on
Rep's head, and then shower little Freddie with 'em! This changing world..."

/l ’ |
ol o } calls for a coluborator. His adres, POBox 185,
dea?QuL/La.\é%gagtzgfxr-)

Santa Anna Texas. VL1 have tried about ten idees in
s.f. — all rejected that I have heard from so far but might be in the groove on a
couple of idess thut I have done within the past two weeks. Every rejection slip has
an added note that I um getting wermer. ™" Editors say my stuff reads like synop-
sis for novels;not enough dialogue. I have two or three rejects thet I would like
to have someone help me to co-author. Among the ideas that Ihave attempted were:
three trys at the extra-sensory perception idea --based on Doctor Rhine's work at
Duke University;two s.f. sports stories;a bio-—chemist discovering a love potion to
meke himself irresistable for a desirable girl works too well,thus causing everyone
to try to kiss him,etc;a futuristic idea of when they taxed breathing and the con-
sequences;and a science fiction sports article about'sports in the year 2000 A.D.',
ocased upon the increase of record breaking from decade to decade taking also in
consideration the coming technul changes and their relations to man,and the ever in-
creasing knowledge of physical education and psychological changes. ~~ 1 sent Joe
Fortier the tirst stery I ever attempted. He said that he might try it. It was a
story besed upon a stute of society with advunced technocracy and mass mental tele-
vathy. Being new to the s.f. world,l don't know what futuristic politicaul ideas are
harmonious to most s.f. fans. I had rather have a veteran work with me on the idea.
Afterall there are many tuboos in the fiction field und I might unconsciously make o
few innocent mistakes in mentioning some futuristic political policies. 1 have read
two late books on the writing racket and they stress the fact that we have a fascist
press. ~ ilere is the dope on me: Arizona born;Texas reared;38 years old;Two vears
in college-—pre-med.;Fuir athlete in my dey;have worked at ninteen trades including
clerk,salesman,oil field worker,ranch work,und other such dull trades;Did two en—
listments in the U.S.Army Air Corps;Confirmed buchelor;Hove hoboed extensively;Reed
psychology,biology,political seience,humorous stuff,and s.f. Favorite s.f. authors
ure Nelson S.Bond,Zdgar Rice,Burroughs,3tenly Wienboun,and Polton Cross. Also like
the wierd stories of Seabury Quinn for reul good writing. He eusily tops this
field. ™ My criticism of the lute s.f. stories are that they slant too much to
horror or sadistic stuff und not enough to idets,scionce,good stosy technique,and
sharacterizations outside of centrul choracter. 1 like s.f. because s.f. stories
have more originul ideus than other stories. I think Jerry K. Westerfield's article
in the Jenvury Welta:?s Digest covered nll the good points in the popularity of
s.f." Well, Leonard, we wish U luck & hope to be re-reading your sutobiografical

sketch in ¢ icet the Author section one 2} these da_il

Here's SPEER again: "'hy
not mnke thut table of contents & permenent fetture of Voli? t/e's cun be quitc in—
teresting things if handled properly, as you've done.
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"What is the new 'independent' setup of Novacious pubs? How different from
previous? (For first 4 issues VOM was financed by LASFL & edited for club by us.

Sorzespendende to JON was read at club mestings.  VOE was the offisisl segan foF the
33%5 b9 @dres 1tself to fandom. OFfen, condidering Sonservabives 1n Guf rasterr ro-
o' el punches. Now The Voice is pablisht at the exponss of the 2 ¢ us & 1s our

p.ssidel proserty £o present as Wo seo fit. & our slogan is "Vom for all & all for

Veir-i~:ne magazine for misfitsi)

"It's awful, the duplication of names that is show—
ing up more & more in stf & stfandom. Not merely story titles, nor meg titles
if~instance, ASF and SF, & th two Astonishings, & Marvel),.but elso ik 'fanang nemes é
tsa clubs. Like the Futurien mixup--Leeds, NSW (New South Wales), & NY, all callirr
themselves or a mag that, and all non-connected. Or this 'The Rocket' that's comir 3
out (is out). McPhail gave up that title for his FAPA sheet because it wes the nAama>
of the official organ of the Manchester Interplenetary Society, or something.

""Murder
mines' says Ted. Gad, what propaganda cen do to intelligent minds.
"Whet was that
item in the Lee Lantern about Kussie's college?
"If the impression I got from his let-
ter in the FAPA Cor was correct, the 'Father of Fantast' is a little young to be a
father. Said he (CSYoud) wes ten in 1932, I believe.
a' o "I note two Ackermanese words in
which it seems the spelng could be just as brief and clearer: 'unike® gives the im-
nressiom of long i (diphthong i —yaaaa, Miske!); seems 'uniq' or some such wculd be
petter. And I think 'lmo! would be much more easily recognizable than 'noe'. (4e
sez no to "kno" but all x to "uniq".) -
s B4 aededi Llis ESiie . LEvsd "Doesn't the circonflex go over 'i' in 'S'il tu
pl&it'? (Peut-8tre; wir wissen nicht.)
v apbbovasd) scnl] owd o G "There may be new things under the sun, but
usually there's been something before that was almost the thing. Frinstance, Ma-ky's
idea is slightly enticipated by the 'S~F Caocut=Chouc' meantioned in the first 'Call
It "hat You Wish' (a FAPA dish).
T 77T 77T "Wanna bet? I'11 betcha get at least two letters
with drawings or cartoons or somesuch that the writer wonts published, after duplica-
ting MAR's sketch.

"Three cheers for Barrett! NY is decadent; shall fandom continue
to be poisoned therefrom? I don't think Youd right in saying that the Ldsrs arc fime
erican fandom's one hope, but it is obvious that westward the star of fandom cakes
its way.

"eoofnd I've come east...

"Doc...is obviously mad at Gilbert. He writes Tt
like I did when I useta be mad at scmecne and tying to get his gerat. ... Sure,
there were inaccuracies in the morograni, despite my sincere eflorts to get the truth
about thingse But I'll sight 'n' unseen luy it against Lon's history of fandcm, if
and when suczh ever forthcomes.

"Ted's story is 'Lynn Foster Is Dead'. I hoppen to re-
rember it, because it was abt the firstory in VT I'd read since some bound serials
berrowed from Louis Clark longlongago.

"Suggestion to AlTuckerecently thut he says he
can't follow, & which I now pass on to you: Issuance of & serious almanac or calen—
dar of fendom, giving important emniversaries (such as past convs, founding of promi-
nent fennags, deaths of outstanding scientifictionists), arnd perhaps what was sup—
rosed to happen on that date according to a story written back in the 20's, where
sush data is available, plus coming events like annual Phila conf, Chicon, & what-
laveycu. lMaybe some possibilities in it, maybe not.
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"Re th pros offering free copys fanmags in your behalf: Probably reason for not
giving prices of each is that that'd moke it advertising, & their publishers'd naks
you &ll pay ad rates for the 'reviews'." (But SCIENCE FICTION publishes prices!)

T .~ e T P

:D O et ’*“ﬁdqs ~ le vombiteur, from le Ivoire Tur, 2574 Bedford Ave, Bklyn NY:

e L T PO e oy T o

YCMamikod, glorius assassins of sorrow: —

Come, ~cme, Lowndes, put away your mss. and your dummies for Squeaky, and desist these
perpetual plottings and connivings; out, out with this incessant Fumming of "I'm sorry
for Myself" and give the martyr-complex & rest. Behold} Spring in the air and VOM in
the mails! (Time out while we burst into impromptu operatic-inclined disharmonies in
minor Xeys.)

Please retain the contents page: it is superb. However, I am just a wee
bit disappointed in this issue: didn't you state in a recent column to SFW that you'd
gone truly independent with VOM and were going to include real live, living, sacred,!!
breathing VOMshells with each issh? (PS5 News: Science Fiction now has three 1live,!
living, breathingm sacred querterlies! Captein Future, Planet Stories, and Science H.
(fooled you that time) Ficticn. Pay little or no attention to this Mirte Forsto: tis
Just a jibe at Fantasy-News:

You'd never know, to look at his letter, that Joe Gil -
bert & I are now corresponding in the friendliest of woys, that his views on the Futu—
rians are no longer bounded by Taurnsi ond the Mosk, and thut he's no longer under the
impressions as evidenced in aforementioned missive. No, you wouldn't. Which, alas is
the one chick-rouach in VOM ointment; often, by the time a letter is published, the
matter expressed therein is out of date, or no longer describes the writer's views o n
account of because things happening since then have altered them. Which is why I thnk
that what is needed in stfandom is a centrel mailing bureau, which will function at th
very loast once & month. It would not necd to be centered around an organization; i ¢t
would need no officers. There would merely be onc or two funs (depending upon the lo=-
cation of bureau) who would religiously moil out to all on the list everything they ..
had in stock on (sgy) the 1l5th of thec month. Fans would subscribe at a reasonable ...
rate per quarter, % year, or annum. Thoso wishing to use same could do so, up to an
agreed weight-limit por month. Above that, they would have to pay & meiling fee which
would not be great, yet cnough to mako it worth their while to use burcuu rather than
moil things out on their own. It would permit fan-writings to bo circulated much more
quickly, particularly in the cases of mogazines which might not have regular appearanc
dates. The fly, of course, is building it up; initiul subscribers would have to b e
content with small returns for their moncy during the first months. It would hardly .
give the fans in charge o chance to gain "powor" inasmuch as they'd have nothing they
could gain from it; no constitution to twist around or fall over, no officors over ...
them or members below them. Shoer scorvice for the soke of being useful. A truly stf-
functional affair. Naturally, the fans in charge would have to be people who had pro-
ven their ability by yeurs of past service und reliability.

(Puy no attention to the.
little affairs at the end of lines, readers; tis but a diabolical scheme to enforce -
ven right-hand edges on my laotter.)

Incidentally, just for the records, Technocrats .
Doc Lowrndes, Don Wollheim, John B. Michel, und Chet Cohen have recoived their cards in
Technocracy, Inc. This will be enything but news by the time the noxt VOM shells cut.
Announcement: of perticular import to QSFL members and erdent recders of Fantasy-News
end New Fandem: The Futuricns are: Doncld 4. Wollheim (pletse note two "1™s im  Thot
neme) gohn B. Michel, (observe lack of either "a™ or "t" in neme), Doc Lowndes, Fred-
Pohl (heh heh) (No rclation to Fone=Pole.), Cyril Kornbluth, and Jack Gillespic. Acc -
ept no substitutes. (There's more Futurians, of course, but these are the ones who gt
in print most often.) Of these six, three are Technocrats, one an editor, one a pro -
fessional author, and one is Gillespie. Statements either saying or implying that the
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people mentioned above are members of the Communist Party are libelous and false. Be-
vare of hypocritical "patrists” who call everyone who does not agree with them "commv-
niet3. Tris is written with a friendly smile, in case you do not know it readers. We
£iata same bsecause, altheugh we have rno desire for seme, some time someone's slander s
mar preve éam2zing to professioral reputnticns which will result in legal action and .
nn fonrriug arc:nd, here. In the same issue of EQE§E§X7;§YE in which the editor repeat
ed a iipel about Strzet & Smith (which would heve bown 2cticnable had S&S teen pushing
the casej, even theugh only doing so for the sake of explaration, and waxed morelisti :
crer the retirement (forued) of Jim Avery from fandom, *hs editor permitted the pubii -
cation of libelcus and false statements about the putlirher of arother megazine, Wiir?
Jales. Toriunately for Fentasy-News (at least according to my most recen’ intervvew s
th oTfices) he publisher does not intend to take action. DLcos not comsider Ay
worth the trouble.

Fnough of this grimness. Let us on to moze delightful things. Up,
up, Lowndes, out of ycur melancholv; shear off those grey hairs, smile damn you; dust-
thou-art, you know. Fancom is full of iovely people like tho editors of such sterling
magazines ac VOM, SFW, FToCAFE, POLARIS, Fufa, FANTAST, —- ckay, Loc, you're in the ryo
freme of mind, now. Hey, weitam nuze, voui Wcttebout SWELIULSS & LIGHT, SPACENAYS, .
— ckay, okay, ckay} I LOVE EVERYTONE!

/bflpr§ 1/2 Farl: 8t, Columbia, S Car, has a scar on his soul & some-

O?fﬁ thing Traerient 45 E";r‘-_?'fur'z.‘fso ell, end Doc raisns hell. Fair
O ?ﬂv encugh. Unly Low:des 13 justificd and I've been so wrong that it
an"‘ makes me sick tc thiuk about it. ™ And both letters are out of date.
A 1 resigned from any end everything resembling fan feuds quite a while back.
gﬁﬁ / Doing so, made it necessary for me *o apologize to Doc for 'A letter coming
/] up in Vold,' and he, in turn, tendered regrets for a sirilar letter. So tha* was
that. ™% But it doesn't stov there, unfortunately. Those ludicrously pugna=-
cious, insipid letters can never be unwritten. They remain. I apclogize in all
sincerity, to anyone abused, and am willing to retract any statement made, that can
be oroven false. ™ Ly opinions stand. Anyonc who apologizes for what he truly
believes is cither a craven bost~licker, or a hypoerite. I am apologizing for rmuck
siinging; nct the way I see things. ™ Frankly, I am completely unable to express
Just how mach T regret getting mized up in this filthy mess. To use the words of a
heppily delunct voonler song: 'What con I say, aftor I say I'm sorry?' 1It's done
nevy end there isn't mich use to fiddle'Hearts and flowers.' ~~ So. Sorry to fur-
nish unintontional amusement to everyono. Espceially Wilson, whom I respect. If
vou're willing to forget it, I am, altho I doud: that I will be able to do so. ~~
fnough of this. It has becn expanded more fully elsewhcere. ~~ Yo ccmment onm any-
thing else. Haven't had a chanse to reced the mag yet. But tho new mokeup is very
nice. "7 Dime enclosed for next issus of course. I'1l try to scrape up another
one for Shengri-la, soon. ""Sincerely," As Slirne used to say, "This letter speaks

for itselfd" = .
TEavcars of oy "‘"},_,_,. Aiany, OF 119 8 Madison, Iown City Iown, who syns
LAV AT g hixrseit "Bl cucercly Yours', sez: Bven now,
9 months after the Convention,I still r¢ud ruports about your futuristic garb at the
Nyson,and then when they announced that the Chicon would probably heve a musquerade
(that's the inprassion,unywuy) of famcus sci--fic charccters and that 4e¢ would un-
dcubtedly come ts the Gray Lensmon,l alternately jumped with joy end tore my hair,
because 1 had been half-contemplating the very same thing. (Whilg tremendously
£atend by fact Jack Speers Jog Ku¥era & Bob Heinlein consider me qualifyd as Kim,

il never ocura o me to come es himy & if U desire to get yourself up as the Galac-
vic i gumiig p2l, muy the pleasure be ell years? "Ro, T may come as Odd Jno’ 4o.)
s B e el e Ep R O iy | bl B

" fuasFiIght.ia & recont LeZ (Lo Zombis, Eggggr'gﬁfgﬁmag) medo a suggestion That
I thougnt had ics merits. He said send dSucks to one lad who would distribute them
when he gnt enough of them smong the various fen mags,thus saving postage for the
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subseriber. ™% T read about 4e's resignetion from the SFL, and so yesterday I
sent in my resignation. Fersonally Taurasi, gripes me.His Fantasy News was the only
fan—-mag I ever had any trouble with at all.Skipped issues,and so forth.Very unsat-
isfactory,as were 21l my dealings with lew Fandom.No wonder I'm a disillusioned fan
as well as being & Muturian,huh? ~~ ...read something about Shangri-La in Ron Rey -
nolds Pacificoast Fatter in Midwest Fan News... It would seem that it is to be a
monumental volume,to be sure.I'm awaiting my copy with bated breath. (figuratively,
not literally,of course). ™ A4s usual enjoyed VOM no.4 very much,as did Fu.Fa. no
(?).Bradbury's really got something there,no kidding. ~~ I intend to attend the
Chicon... ™ This letter is a violation of something or other,gravely afflicted
with an excess of the pronoun 'l'.Hope to do better next time."

" ——— "Dear VOM: Hear

do"  ans i b Bankagy Stvlugee@f WIT Dorms, Cam-
bridge, / Mass - "The Estrn Mass Fanz r rgnizng—
hev i , 0 ' rgnizdl  Under the capabl direktrship of
that ' iy /‘l (AN { super-Warnerite Art Widner, we r setng out 2
fan away, L/ bt‘\“\ t»%% "y evn here n the Hub. On hand 2 hlp r the Swish-

ers, Chawet, and )other | luminaries. Paro's Fanfare is 2 b revivd as club g,
bi-monthly he says, fr we ' hev dcided that there r not enuf fanmags b—-ing pub-
lishd. ™ Hev U observd how HAK FAK JR complains (n FD) (in Fantascience Digest,

oy ~

Madle's mag) thet he kant sl his good yrns? 2 Hakfak: fr shame! Other authors

et

maraj 2 dispoz of good stories. Kummer out from bhind Ur kloud of slfdcepshn, and
admit U need to hev an idea, and 2 learn 2 rite, as wl. ~~ Inklozd is 25¢ fr U,
Sweethrt. ™ Discrdntly"

#7772~ KNIGHT, editor the "Thud & Blunder" mag
Snide, doth vrighte from 803 Columbia St, Hood River Ore: "April VOM received, &
contents noted. . 1 like VOM, you know. The format 1s delightful, the ink is
pledéing, the letters are fair, and I om gradually getting used to the puns. And
you're quite right about the terminology's being bewildering to the newly-sprouted
fan; it is, very. Especially numes. It wos only a month or so ago that I found
out who Don A Stuart is, & had to revise aull ny ideas about Stuart, & Campbell
too. Again, the bright boys on the inside let it out that the Star-treader is
Miske. & then start hinting about who Miske is! A while back I heard that Robert
Arthur was Bob Tucker; a couple duys ago the rumor filtered in he was Tillman —
Tucker, I mean - and tomorrow I expect to hear that he is really me. I shall go
mad, I tell you, mad, mad! (Don't go mad, Damon; that'd be a crazy thing to do.)
""Not cnly that, but I am now entering the economics stege, & find myself con-—
fronted by such questions as: (a) what is Michelism, (b) how do you pronounce it,
and (c) what happened to Technocracy along about '33, and what does it consist of
now? (Qne of U local Monad Hen myt iyk to ensr the latter question; & while we're

suggesting Ear;egﬁaﬁaence frzﬁ—bﬁeHAﬁgeléﬁoﬁﬁéugﬁgqgaiiaiE gfé@ all. ﬂhg{gg§ﬂﬁbgg
fhe Voise waz o olub-pub U myt'vs felt it out of place To siy something &3 & con-
tributor, under Eﬁghinéépénaeﬁt"§e€J§~tﬂathféei£ng"§f régggiggigg shoud be removed.
Certeinly we shoud be gled to include such nemes as bradbury, Freehafer, Hornig etc
In Our peg &s mems of the imagi-iation: so Iet's héer from Ut)

e o T b ——— —

From the author of
The Smile of the Sphinx, 4-Sided Iriangle, etc; 7+ Elm R4, ilembley, Middlesex, Eng-
land: "l've never seen such an interesting batch of letters as the Dec. MAGL.
The cracks were top-flite - Damn! This Ackermunese is infectious. You ought to be
isolated. The one that tickled me most was: '& so we end a page...! But then I
am a Wells fenatic. 1'm thrilled because I've got a guy comming to supper here

this week who once supped with Wells in his own house. Such close contact with

a Gr@at Br&in'-" /

h?:(ﬂ; a«.‘) ; Lj“:rgé



Fandom.No
there.no

VOICE OF THE IMAGI-NATION
(Special Insert)

rovVe
Dr VOMbii: po than %0 P
g me more pleas
- g'we So A ptteTe
and nﬂ%@?“g img you 2 1ett you pro._
- fiend, € to o writing v
neart oF % Sy why '+ P Print lettens
ve the 7 ff-i-reﬂsﬁ eXactly ¢
1 ha this 518 and on ve, 4o you? Fell, Japr ’ :
back tnat 18 the S One gg it . s ft S see yOUO.“mn‘
1t And out? T A 3 S, Or, Ktiffs ,gove- ;
~ thing not; 1 hone Yhe that yq, are, "iﬁu;,
DE nots. _ " " ou
S0 mucy fop < you use on 5 but wrr, YoypbTing L4 on thed
year op  gluvly PeP° t;u:m planning Egtte 4 adore b0 nimeo
two 1 4 ¢ r'd wou L
, n cel: to ri rure, 80 Now I myes
ed finat 1o YOV nd _oap fub ust waig p
Yoi. + ipn the B out 1 will. or g
Scuy e iCI}. ELI‘HD of P fi 11 Malry. “awap Whethe?‘ or not '
r jgsue taill. v“.¥ou'y, =
anotheT * Plloust the faint blue you 4o, berares | N € Print.
stuff #1 triek us oy ve an even mope

¥y
STeW tweeq sleeve

PONIAV'S REACTIONS Te APRIL 1990 ImAGIAA /e’

New Phonetic Spelling Devised to Tell World 5000

Years Hence How to Pronounce Our Language;
Signs Teach Grammar

HAEVING J fain taim wish yue wir hicr.
It looks queer, doesn’t it?

But really it is just your old friend, “Having a fine time
wish you were here.”

It is a sample of neo-phonetic spelling, to show the way
people thousands of years from now may read our language,
if worst comes to worst and the frail thread of our civilization
breaks.

— & | £ &R

ai lai  aisit aistaend aiwaok airjn ai kik

A

aidzhjmp ai kraol  ai klaim  ai djsend

~

&,o | | Cl 5} 3 /

 THAKK FOR SENDING ME A COPY - TWAS Swa oL,



Science Fiction is Escape Literature

(Note: So imprest were your editors, upon reading the following article by
Milton & Rothmen in the March-—#l--ﬁié&y's Mag, that, presuming its circulation woud

bte limited to 50~=the FAPA=-wo wrotc for, & rcvd, permission to republish it here.)

There was a guy who used to read scicnce fiction. He usod to read stories of
the future. The future was wonderful. Everybody was scientists, and everybody had
jobs, and all the world was one nation in which everybody lived poacefully together
in cooperation instead of competition, and everything was done logically and scien-~
tific, and there weren't separatec nations, and thero weren't laws, and nobody cared
much whether he made a lot of money, but the only thing important in life was living
and advencing knowledge.

Gee, the guy would say everytime he rcad a story about a wonderful world of the
future like that, it would be swell to live in a place like that.

Then somc dope came around and said how about all us guys who read science fic-
tion putting ourselves on record as being in favor of & scientific, socielistic
world state.

Cormunism, the guy said. It can't work. You can't do it.

I'm not talking about whethor you can do it, the dope scid. I'm talking about
whether or not we are in favor of it.

It's against human nature the guy said.

Then this samec guy who used to rcud scicnce fiction would read some storics in
which the earth was tyreannically controlled by a dictator, and there was & revolu-—
tion and the hero sct the world frec and morried the heroine. Always in the future
the world wes a dictatorship. How the dictatorship happened the story didn't ex-
plain, but the horo would awnke, or arrive in the future at Just the right time to
lead the revolution.

He read Power, by Harl Vincent, and it was a1l the rotten capitelists suppress-
ing the hard-working workers. Gec the guy said. He rcad The Contest of the Planets,
by John W. Cumpbell, and it wes thc seme thing. He reud It Can't Happon Here, by
Sinclair Lewis, and that was different, becousc it showed how dictatorship ceme.

Gee the guy said, and moved uncomfortably cround in his scat, because his foot hed
fallen asleep. He read If This Goes On, by Robert Heinlein, and said, ges, what
would Father Coughlin say if he read this, end say, doosn't this sound like the
Christian Front.

There wes some noisc outside, oend he closed the window, because he was too in-
terested in rending his magezine, and the noise bothered him.

Then one dey 2ll the newspapers carried wes Buck Rogers, ond there was swing
music on the redio all day, and no newsbroadcasts or Information Pleese, and & guy
in o tin hat came around snd beat this guy on the hecd ond stuck a gun in his huands
and soid go on over there und lick those dirty reds and don't talk buck or you'll
get what that guy Moskowitz got and he pointed to o thing lying in the street with a
bloedy mess for a faoce.

And the guy lay in the trenches, and Jjust as the shells were raining eround him
and he was beginning to explode little by little and the gas was beginning to turn
his lungs into one mess of liquid puke he thought of Power and the Contest of the
Planets end If This Goes On and Exiles of the Moon cnd Metropolis and The Revolt of
the Scientists and The Final War end Ensloved Broins and he said how did oll this
happen why didn't somebody warn us who could have forseen all this why don't people
tell me these things.

Science Fiction is Escape Literature.



