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Aiva Rogers becomes a member this mailing.

I am cr course pleased with my
showing on the Egoboo Poll and thanlce
for your points and all that; howevs:
my main reaction is a feeling that b
is a pity that the Poll is je«it of
the constitution so that it can't
quietly be laid away in a corner oi
something, But on the other hand I

think the Poll is basically & good

idez and maybe cventually encugh
OMPAns will participate to make it
a Worthwhile Thing. As it is not
enough people vote to make the re-
sults at all meaningful and "jcke
votes, etc. upset the standings too
much, Oh welleosesse

This is a very Worthwhile Thing. Alve

already is art editor of VIPER and this end his series on ASTOUNDING have been the
principal cause of VIPER's popularity. Now Alva's own zine will show just how talentcd
and versatile the man is, I still Wgg¢ plan to get many articles out of Aliray butiitts
nice to have his zine too. Welcome, Alva, Itis good to have you LR R | e

I'm sorry I missed the last mailing. Everything fell on me at once. But not only
OMPA got neglected. During the same period I was supposed to edit TIGHTBEAM, the NFFF

letterzine, but couldn't manage to get it out.

I had to pass the letters on to NFFT

President, Art Rapp--a horrible mess to dump on him at the beginning of his term ct of-
fice, But things have eased up somewhat now and T have more free time. However, I
expect that in the future CMPA will see more ASPS than VIPERS.
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L LIFE IN BERKELEY Early in, May Sa.ndy Cutrell came through on his way to Portla.nd. - He
had fallen into & very good: deal, “A friend of his—-a ‘sort of con

man--had managed to wangle & three-year lease, ABSOLUTELY RENT FREE, on a 12-acre

farm m.thin ‘the city limits: 'of Portland. ‘ Among other things \the farm was almost com=

pletely surrounded by city parks ‘and in- an' ideal location, ;)ust about, 12' miles from

the center of town. It seems that the place. had been unrented for: about 18 months and .

. vandels were tearing it apart. . _The  con man .persuaded the: owner that it would be bet-

ter to have the. place .occupied. -and got ‘the. rent-i‘ree lease,' ' Danny was very: mtrigued
by all: this. He's a city, boy--born and raised in New York--and had a hankering to '
- vtry country 1ife 5 so he went on to Portland mth Sandy, o P ‘
Danny never' writes and there wae utter s:LZ‘L ence from Portland. Finally, in July

- 1 saw Buz and Elinor at the Westere\on and foun ut -that Danny is in Seattle. “The-

con man 1eft town—-as ton men are wont to do=—and the deal fell throughs ™ Danny looked
for work in-Portland for avhile, but ‘he says. ‘that it is prectically a ghost town.. No |
employment. a.ds--excebt for salesmen--,-in ‘the papers. , ‘And .Houses, ‘etc. for sale all over
the pla.ce. Danny went on up to Seattle. : e's plarmmg on wozk:mg till September,
going to the con in Chicago, on to New Iork for awhile, and then back to Berkeley.
We'll see., e _ e : : : ,

/

~In the meantime Jm Caughran hae moved in w:n.th me i‘or the sunnner before depart:mg
for graduate school in Michigan this fa.ll. Inoidentally Jim says that as soon.as he
getg, out of grad’ school and settled in a job, he'll rejoin OMPA; he just doesn't have -
_ time for it now, - And Dick Ellington says ke and Pat will rejo:m just as soon as they
ha,ve some spare time.. Real Soon Nom T _ ‘ R
: But th:mgs ha.ve been pretty\ quiet in Berkeley the past six months. : The Little

Men ‘have revived RHODO: (RHODOMAGNETIC DIGEST), Al halevy, editor,'as a regular -
quarterly zine, and the first issue is out. : Pretty good “too. " And most of us went down
to L. A, for the' Westercon, ‘Alva got’ drunk or. someth:mg and persuaded us to.not oﬁly
take the 1963 Westercon, but to make a real’ serious bid for the 1961; Worldcon.. - (Our
flyer should be in th:.s malling.) : - . AT ‘ __

- tht Men and GGFS meetings 9 p:.cnics > partiee and poker games go on as of yore s
: but nothing exc:.tmg has happened. We're waa.ting for W:Lllis and Ethel’ to come 11ven *
thingsup.-:- % O A : A -
' FRIDAY THE lBTH Friday, July 13th -a blaek daye. John Champion was dr1v1ng his
: " roommate’s pick-up (a small: truck) on Route 101 near King City,
Califomia when another truck sv;erved across the road into John's lane and hit
h:m head on. John was: killed mstantlyo , ', v

I d:udn't know John too well, but what I had seen of him I liked very much. I
first. ‘met him at the Solacon and’ ‘have. corresponed with him-—off and on--ever since.
He‘e stayed with me here ine Berkeley a: couple of ‘times:and. we've done a lot of ‘talk-
ing at: conventions. At the, Westercen—-two weeks before his death--we sat’ up and .
talked until 8:00 a'clock. Monday morn:mg, and then staggered to bed the last tired

: remena:nts of the convention.

) R ‘(\‘1 -

B J’ohn sa.ld he would be coming up to Berkeley in & couple of weeks. "He was pretty
definite: .about it and I wondered what had happened to -him. - Then I found out. I
couldn‘t believe it<—I called Al Lewis in L.A. -to- -check, Automoblle accidents happen
~all the tme-—but hot to fggs. I believe this st the first one to involve a fa.n '
= fatality. C e S IR \ S e T By

John Champion was a good man I-Ia:|.1 and farwell and all that Jazz.

i
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‘situation myself,

‘years Harlan has polished up his delivery and grown really expert at telling them, -

5

WESTERCON XV ' The Westercon was held Friday, June 29 and Sunday June 30 in the Sola-
~ con's Alexandria, unfortunately not this year "officially" a part of

Southgate. . The con had around 230 memberships and ‘about 150 attendees. ' Fifty fans

booked rooms and 10k attended the banquet. It was a véry good convention. T

~ Like the Solacon the Westercon was primarily a:ibar convention.. ‘Most of the gath-
erings were held there and the bar was the first place you looked if.-you wanted to
find someone. The cry !Down at the bar" was again ‘heard throughout the land.: 'Perhaps
it was the head start that this gave things, but several fans described this as the
most drunken convention they have ever attended; neversbefore had they seen so many
fans so drunk. . I must. conféss however that I was in no condition to observe’ this

;T_hings‘got off to a’ slow start Friday as more and more fans chegked in and com-
mittee members dashed arcund harriedly. Down at the bar it got later and later and .
people began wondering. where the parties were. . We knew the filkniks were holding =

 forth in Poul and Karen Anderson's room, but -we wented a party. - Finally I volunteered

to brave the sounds of room 582 and find out: if any of the filkers knew of a party.
Several peoplé followed me up but stayed well out, of the danger zone as I inquired. .
I found there was a party in Avram Davidson's room and off we went.” People swirled.

. around madly there for awhile, with,a hot discussion of ‘the merits of Asimov's’

science writings filling up the gaps. Poul was sleepy too so he called Karen and
teld her to kick the .filkniks out. -HaLevy volunteered his room,!so we:started there,

unfortunately runming into the evicted filkniks}wﬁo _joined us and continued filking
in Al's room. This sort of scattered things out resulting in small parties all over.

I wound up in Perdue's room with Buz, Burbee, Csughran and Champion where we had

a connvial gathering that went on till 5:30 or so. Perhaps it was a mite too-convial

as Burbee staggered off to bed and didn't appear at all on Saturday. = Finally about
Saturday midnight Elmer and Buz took him beer and sandwiches and Burbee appeared at .-
the bar bright-and early Sunday morning. ‘ EUE R v SRR o

" Saturday's program was fairly good. ' Tony Boucher’ gave a review of ‘the science -

Fi

fiction books of 1961 and Ed Clinton miderated a panel, "What Science Fiction Market?"

_with Anderson, Clifton'and van Vogt, which was interesting in many spots. Ray'Brad-

bury read a chapter from his néw novel and talked about his theory of, writing.

People either thought this was wonderful or very dullj there didn't seem to be‘any

middle growids A coffee and cake sessio —="Meet Your Favorite Author" was also sched-

uled. However most of us were engaged. in meeting our favorite authors down,at the

bar, so the ‘session wasn't too well attended~—particularly by favorite authors.

At the banquet Saturday evening there was a ’fﬁturi.s't‘ic style show foir femme fans

‘and others who, care for that sort of thing, Jack Vance, the Guest. of Honor, gave a

very witty and amusing speech which was unfortunately marred by a very bad delivery,
and Tony Boucher, toastmaster, kept things moving entertainingly along. The best -
thing on. the program was Fan Guest of Honor, Alva Roger's speech, which will be re-
printed in a forthcoming SHAGGY, ° Alva said- that in days. of yore he had been as hot
as Laney against the theory that Fandom Is A Way of Life, but that mature reflection:

had convinced him that any hobby that fills most of your:free time and determines most
of your activities and friends damn well is a way of. life, no matter how much you

might like to call it something else. The illustrations he gave brought down the.

house——in ‘spite of the fiéars of some of the mossbacks that’the newer fans wouldn't
und‘erstand them. I ‘ : . RPN _ 7 ‘
" And also Harlan ‘Ellisbn gave a speech--that is he told jokes';‘{‘fThésef of you who
attended the Seacon heard most of them in Harlan's speech there. In fact some fans ' .
claimed that they have heard of-them at least six times, . However, throughout the

4

A fine performance, -

V
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Thée banquet broke up rather late and there was much seurrying to and froi Things
finally settled down to a roaring party at the convention suite——the same convention
suite that the Solacon committee had; so many of.the same faces were around it almost -
seemed a continuation of .the Solacon's last party. Convention chairman, Al Lewis, had
worked very hard on the convention right up through Saturday, The relief from tensibn
was too much. Al got roaring drunk. After trying to disrobe various youngladies, he
finally settled on Miriam Knight. K She was oddly reluctant ‘and several public~spirited
figures tried to hold her down for Al-—after all it's the convention chairmant®s just
dues’ Unfortunately, in.the process. someone stepped on Miriam's hair, pulling a big
hunk out of it. = She started to cry. This got maschera in her eyes and she cried even
harder, At this several fans decided she was d{runkandfde'c‘ided ‘to' carry her off to -

- bed. In spite of her insisting, W can walkl I can walk! T've just got maschera in

¥ eyes." Anyhow the next morning Miriam and'Jerry woke up with Jack Harness in bed : .
with them, and noe'of them knowing how they got there. Miriam: "I don't know how it
happeried. I don't want to knows But I'm sure it's &all Bob Lichtman's fault. Bob ',
said, "Nonsense.. ' If it'd been all my fault, it would have .been me instead of.Harness."
‘Meanwhile back in the convention suite Al Lewis was carrying on as before, Eyery-
one was much amused until he started to sing,' Then it was de¢ided to put him to bed:
too. While in the convention suite people. were holding him down and holding-a hand
over his mouts Butyin carrying him to his room, no oné had a free hand, so he was
singing at the top'of his.lungs. They undressed him, put him to bed-.and locked him
in his room.. However he wasn't ready to go to bed yet so he got up and crawled through
the transom, - But as 'Elmer Perdue said, "Al's a true conservative., Notice he got '

dressed before he crawled through the transom and rejoined the party." = © o

" halevy was supposed to start the program at the ungodly hour of 12:30 O.M. He was a -
pitiful sight as:he staggered from the bar. - Poul took: one lock at him and began spec-
ulating on the type ofi speech he could give hni‘ifgr ‘such conditions. - ‘He finally:decided
“that Al's specch consisted of: ‘"Ladies. and Gentlemen,’ errrrppppppp;" as he spéwed

. forth in the general direction of the audience and sat down to a standing ovations .
This was so fitting, sp apt, and since Poul -took" the precaution of saying it was .
DNQ %0 insure its faster circulation, that soon everyone believed it. "However, Al

did give a fine speech which was much enjoyed by those "i"ake*fans,'fup at that hours

" As you may hafveﬁ'[ga;thered Saturday night was very wet indeed, Sunday morning Al

. The big disappointment of the coﬁvention was the p,a'r:léi, on:séience fictioﬁ movies:
with Bloch, Ackerman, Bert Gordon and Walter W Lee, Jr.- .There were a few good re-

marks, particularly by Bloch, but mostly it was pretty dull,

Ron Ellik then gave a talk on his adventures as a successful TAFF candidate,

- “Bvidently mogt. of -the TAFF funds went to pay Ron's gambling debts in England.. We.

weren't surprised at this aspect of the Squirrel, but we were startled to hear about
“his drinking-and-earrying-on. - Evidently the English air does strange ‘things - te '
squirrelly metabolism. But it was a very entertainining, if slightly unbelievable
report and it drew the biggest audience of the 'co’nvent_ioml‘ I o
-The. business meeting began. . Ted Johnstone bid for San Diego ‘for the 163 Westercon,
. Alva was supposed ‘to. bid for Berkeley, "Down at the barl" Al halevy was calleds -
"Down at, the bari": Most: of Berkeley was down at the bar. ' Finally Ben Stark gave the
bid and Berkeley got the next Westercon with a resounding majority.. - Groark ° - ©

~ The formal, program’ closed that evening with a seriss of films, including the H. G
‘Wells classic, "Things to Come". .Then the parties began. -Again .the main one was “in.
_the convention suite, This one was made memorable by the Sacramento fans; ~This was .
'the first conventicn for most of them and they didn't know anyone and vice versa, They
tried to fit. in, but didn't know sxactly hows No doubt .inspired by the'previous = .\

STy Y.



evening they got very drunk and one of them tried to throw the TV out of the windows
They also brought a guitar and so overwhelmed the filkers that the filkers didn't even
try to compete, but merely glowered from a distance and begged someone, anyone, to
throw these alitns out. It was entertaining in a sickening sort of way.

The convention gradually petered out about 8:00 A.M. as John Champion and I stag-
gered wearily to bed. There was nothing at all doing on Monday, in sharp contrast to
the Baycon last year which went on for 5 daysr-it wasn't so concentrated or intense.
But the Westercon was a fine, enjoyable con and the committee deserves a great deal of
credit for a job well done.’

HOW WE GOT STUCK One problem common to the Westercon and all conventions is to deter-
mine who the hell is going o put'on'the next one. 'We've been worry-
ing about the '63 Westercon.for some-tim¢ now. Several months ago when John, Bjo and
other I.i. fans were throggh here we discussed the question. T.A. had it this year;
they didn't want it in '63, particularly as they were bidding for it in 64 so they
could combine it with®the worldcon which they were bidding for and expected to get.
If they had it in !'63 also, that would make three years in a row-=entirely too much.
Berkeley had it last year and 'we didn't want it againf, particularly as some of the
dust from that one hadn!t settled yet. There were rumors that Seattle might want it.
We decided that if Seattle wanted it, they could have it; but what we were chiefly
interested in was holding:one fiidway between San Francisce and IL.A. at some convenient
motel. And with the Schulteises: doing all the dirty*Work. Unfortunately the Schult-
cises couldn't be conned inte=it and Seattle game to ifs senses and decided not to
bid, Ted Johnstone was putting:in a bid for San Diego, but wesweren't too happy with
thattonoo..l i A i 3

Niorsms

Then Alva got drunk or Zomething and drunk or something and decided it would be a
wonderful idea if the Little Men.put. it on. Ben Stark and AE halevy also caught the
disease and they generated such a head of enthuasism that they decided not only to
take the Westercon, but to putwinéa serious bid for the '64 wérldcon. I was horrified.
However on Saturday both Alva and Al cornered me at the bar arid before I knew it I had
not ohly agreed to serve'gguthe-CQEm;ttee, I was enthuastic for'the idea. I must have
been’ drunk or somethiggwm'But it all’sounded so convincing. . S a e (A P B e

N

_ For the '63 Weéstercon we plan to try to get a motel wigh swimming pool somewhere
near San Franci&€o. It'll be a four day affair: July 4-5-6-7 (Thursday thru Sunday)
with a minimal ‘amount of program, a relaxed, fan-oriented gathering with no mon-fan-
directed publicity and no recruiting purpeses. A four-day party for mutual friends
and dcquaintances with just:-enough program to prpy@@@?ﬁhange of pace and to provoke
interest. If we get the 164 Worldcon, we'll put on exactly the same thing--on a lar- .
ger ‘scale. It'll have to be somewhat more formal and have somewhat more program, ‘but
we'llﬁtry to have the same sort of convention. And exactly the same committee will
put them both on. ' ' gt w0 (%

I.A. will most likely get the '6L4 Westercon. If they get the Worldcon’, they!1ll:
combine it with the Westercon. If we get the Worldcon, L.A. will put on a small,
twot-day, programless, completely Midwestcon-type of affair, But L.A. seems.to have
lost much of its convention enthuasism. As of now anyhow, John, Bjo, Ron and Al
Lewis will not serve-on the committee and the Outlanders aren't too “enthuastic, leav-
ing most of the convention spirit with the Ao R B.M. —-Pelz, Johnstone and Harness.
The other L. A. fans of course support the A.R.B.M. in their bid and may change their
minds and serve on the committee-—as '64 draws nigh. ;

' So it 'will be a real, pitched battle between the forces of good and the forces of
Mordor.  But 'a’friendl y battle, like unto that between Detroit and Chicago for the
159 con. '64 FRISCO OR FIGHT! S S P


knew.it

DRAFT DODGING Joe and Robbie .Gibson were over the other Sunday evening. (Yes, the
b i Joe Gibson Who; don't believe everything you read in fanzines.) The
Church of the Brotherhood of the Way was supposed to be having a joint meeting with
the Channing Club (Unitarian group), but I didn't make it. I guess I don't take my
religious duties as. seriously as I should. Anyhow we got a swinging party going.

All sorts of other people dropped in. I played the bagpipe records and Robbie danced
the Highland Fling and various other Scottish dances. This sort of wore her out and
Joe had to take her home around midnight; but the party swirled on. T am told that
‘about 3:00 A.M. I was dancing in the streets, I don't remember doing any such thing,
and it sounds grossly improbable to me. But it was a fine party. And the next day

- was H¥EXI#1#I%S*¥H. I made it to work on time and by after I decided that I would
live after all, but I wasn't sure I wanted to. That home brew is potent stuff.

During the course of the evening Joe started telling his Ugdry v d¥éy whoary
0ld war.stories. Joe was a combat squad leader--with long months up at the front--so
his stories are really pretty interesting. Then somehow or other the discussion
shifted to draft dcdging. Now I don't know any genuine, simon-pure draft dodgers,
but I do know a: lot of guys who pulled psychiatric 4~Fs. In fact I don't know anyone
who tried to get out of the draft who didn't. I find it difficult to believe that
they all put one over on the examining psychiatrists. It's equally difficult to
bélieve that they all "deserved" their 4-F classification. I suspect that the army knew
what they were doing, but let them get away with it, figuring they wouldn't fit in
anyhow. '

I mentioned this theory to
Joe and he thought it had merit.
He further pointed out that.it
took guts and initiative to try
something like this, and that the
‘army probably figured that guys
with guts and initiative who were
willing to go to some trouble to
avoid the draft, would be natural
trouble-makers and disrupt things
completely if they were drafted.
But of course they would be draft-
ed in any real state of emergency.

./ Butw.Joe went on further. He
said that if he were again lead-
ing a combat team at the front,
he would want in his squad this
guys with guts and- initiative,
not the ones who were now per-
mitting themselves to be drafted.

Hmmmnnne . . . « « S0 draft dodgers
make the best combat soldiers. :
You'know it actually sounds reas-
onable: ...

But I'm not quite sure where .
all this fits in with Cheats,
Frauds, Whores and Moochers. But.

- then it's a commonplace of stf i
that they make the khest pioneers,
so I guess it figures. .

JEEVIES.
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'64 FRISCO OR FIGHT} It occurs to me that you Britishers might not know the derivat-
.+ & - don.of the slogan 464 :FRISCO-QR FIGHT!" As .a fannish slogan for
Berkeley's bidding for:the 1964 Worldcon it ‘was originated by -Terry Carr last year.

At that’ time of course we didn't have the slightest intention of making a _serious bid,
but were just going-to pretend we did to play a joke oh L.A. But it was.pointed out
that if L.A. took us ‘seriously, they would do a-lot of work and spend.a lot of money
on their ‘campaign that they wouldn't otherwise do, -and.that this.was carrying a joke
too fare . S0 we called the whole scheme off. Now of course we've changed our minds
and seriously want the Worldeom.. ' . el T e e \
'ngl, FRISCO OR FIGHT!" is based on the murdane political slogan "54' 40% or fightl
Back in the middle of the Nineteenth Century when the Americans and Canadians were
madly settling the West, the Oregon Territory was. opened up. - Both American-and Canad-
jan settlers were scattered all through it and there was.a terrific dispute about the
border: _In- 184k Jemes: Polk campaigned for President .with the slogan "5k! -40° or
© fight! " He promised that.if a settlement wasn't reached which gave us that boundary
——and this took in mearly ail of the disputed area-—we would go to war with Canada.
and England; He :wats,;'everwhé}mingly'elf[.!e_t-;jt’ed._‘ I A .
" ‘Once he got safély in office, he welched ‘on his pramise: . He figured it would be
easier, safer @nd.more profitable to.go: to'war with'Mexico. .So.he worked out ‘&' mut-
ually-satisfactory compromise with England: that notionly settled the Oregon question
but the entire boundary between the U. S. -and Canada.. (It was in some dispute from the
. Great Lakes on west.) 'Then Polk turned td Mexieo. 'Mexico was:still smarting from
" the Texas business and from the nibbles ‘the U.S. was taking out of California. =~ .
Polk managed to egg Mexico .into creating some border incidents and lead the U.S. into
war. It was a sunmer picnic. For all the opposition the Mexican army’ offered the
U.5., it might as well have been a troop of boy scouts. But' the U.S. army. officers.
gained valuable experience which' served both the Union and the Confederacy well 2 .

few yéars later and we acquired all of the Mexican territory west of .Texas and. south
of Oregon. This was.a sizeable hunk of real estate and all we:considered worth
stealing at. the time. Some years later another administration got-guilt feelings and
‘gave the Mexican government $10,000,000.00 as a sop to its conscience. Hardly an .
‘adequate sop: under the circumstances. T S '
And the Oregon dispute was the last major argument we.had with England. Around
the turn of the century. thete was a slight huffiness over who.was going to exploit
Venezueld. This was fipally settled on the basis that.we both would exploit her, but
that the U.S. was the ofily ‘one allowed to send marines and warships down to do it
properly. The agreemeént worked out so well that we even sent.ships down to collect
British debts. Of course we were still pleased about the British backing us in the
Spanisti-American War (1898) whenwe ook from Spain all she had.left that was worth
stealing. -- Qur Empire gertainly was'not aeéquired in any fit'of absent-mindédnesss.

CREDITS Al halevy's artigle on Heinlein first appeared in the Lth IPSO:mailing. At
© . that time Harness stenciled his heading for ‘it. Unfortunately I lost:the
stencils and had to restemeil’the articlg.  This time around Alva stenciled Jack's
“heading. Harness Howevey did: spencil his cover illo. Brian.Donahue stenciled his
_illos. Bjo did her bacover:illc on a Gestetner brush stencil, .Alva cut all the rest
of the artwork:. ¢ Red, blue and black mimeography-was done on the Rike:Gestetner
with much assistance Lrom Dave. Green mimeography was done by Bill Rickhardt on the

Iron Maiden, ~ i/, . . oo \ oy

-+ réd and blue color work. (July 27th.) Twenty minutes befora.l got in ..
Muff Muff was run over and instantly killed, I refused to evem look at her and got
Vince to bury her for me. I'm still somewhat broken up.about -it. .. She . was a beauti-

ful, sweet and s~-a-xy little beast and I miss her a great deal.. Unfortunately I

gave away all the kittens from her last litter, but her daughter Haunt just had some
and I'1l get one or two from that litter. But they won't replace Muff. ‘

MUFF MUFF Saturday night I returned home late from Rike's after having run off the
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Robert Helnleln has. sometlmes been called "the' dean of Amerlcan science flctlon
writers,".and justly so, . For breadth of. story, detail of; background and sharply de~
fined- charaéters, there is’ no one to best’ Heinleln\an ‘modern sc¢ience fiction, ‘But
1ittleé or no attentlonfhas Dbeen pald’to He;nleln‘s gometimes daring philosophical
and soclological themes' in’ several ‘of his more tepical! storles., Granted, that Star—
shlp Trooper evoked a great deal of comment ‘regarding- what appeared on the surface

as: a faseist state, yet: few people saw in thls story a growth and development of .

“ideas stated in his' eanlzer,storlee., %t i5: thé purpose of “this article to. compare.

and - analyze ‘the phllosophical ‘and soelologlcal framework of three of. Heinlein!s most

_detailed descrlptlons of "utoplah"‘socleties in ‘order to brlng out the relationships

among them, and to .gain a. better understand;ng ‘of the 1deas ‘of Heinlein. These three

- gécieties ‘are descrlbed 1n\Coventgx engg 'This Horizon, and Starship Trooper. I

hope later to analyzé Heinlefin's phllosophical framework in Stranger in'a Strange Land

: whlch I consider a most slgnlflcant novel, but that must remain for the future.

:)r AR

The soclety descrlbed in Cogentrv was planned 80 that no citizen was hungry and
no one got hurt, - The'latter provision was accompllshed by ‘requiring each citizen to
be ‘responsible for his own actlons only, ‘each citizen aSSumed a:‘contract. (known as:
the Govehant) which 1ncluded a 'provision not to "damage" another citizen, The State
itself did not.sit in moral Jjudgment nor punaSh those who ‘broke the Covenant,” If a

‘law was broken, a citizen :could not be held for it unless another citizen was injured
' ("damaged"). - In that case,‘the citigen had the choice either to submlt to psychol— .

ogicél readgustment or to be expelled from the soc1ety. .

‘ In Beggnd ThlS Horlzon, a soclety iwas agaln descrlbed in whlch bas1o materlal

‘needs were satisfied,'and in which catizens were, responsible for their own actions

only. But unlike the soclety descrlbed in Coventgx respon51b111ty was not -made ab~
solute. If a citizen's dctions were detrlmental to others, these' actions” o uld be
backed up by cholce with force, under . these cond;tlons a oltlzen backed his acts wath

“hls life. If, on the other hand, a. cltlzen did.not want ‘to back - hls actaons with
- his 1life; he could walk unarmed and assume; & “brassard,of peace," non-the—less an

unarmed: citizen was: stlll/respon31ble for his.actions, . The State itself did not sit
in moral judgment of a cltlzen‘s -actions except for "crlmes," but the latter is
never explalnedo, = “ »A;klr - :x3~ ~ , “~W‘ S \.\,;

In Starshlp Trqoper a soclsty was descrlbed 1n which agaln materlal needs were
satisfied for all members of thejsoclety, but respon51bllity for the actions of the

B members of the .society was somewhat dlfferent. Respon31ba11ty was_no longer relegated

to an individual for  his own ‘actions but rather to a select group of individuals '

,;‘(cltlzens) who 'demonstrated that they werle, willinig to assume such respon51b111t1es

and had the authority to do so. Theee,cltlzens had" to flrst demonstrate that they
wanted to place the welfare of the group ahead of thelr own welfare.y( T

et
RS

Theme I

We can, with llttle dlfflculty, see.a general progression of 1deas in these ‘three
storaes._ The underlying theme isi the eame-‘lrespon31b111ty for the actions’ of ‘the -
members of the societies. In Coventry this responsibility resided in each citizen -

. equally and universally.. Equal responsibility wes however modifled in: Bezpnd This
~ Horizon where citizens had:the choice of the degree of their. réspon51b111ty, Tespon-
‘sibillty was ‘still unlversal.‘ ‘In. Stgrsh#p’Troogeﬂrlt was. not the. degree .but the ex-
- tent of respon31b111ty ‘which was altered° Reésponsibility was not unlversal, but was

a matter of choice:. Thus the 1nd1V1duals (eltizens) “who dld assume respon31b111ty
for the well-belng of themselves also had to assume respon31bi11ty for those who did

/
P )

o
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_oath of ¢itifenships

- -non-citizenss”

‘This Horizén, each person was also said to ‘be’born ‘free -and could choose for him--

13

\

notwa.ntto do fso. ; -Althougﬁ"éach‘ citizen was r‘an respons_ible o the same . degrée‘_on A
an-absolute scale, he was responsible to ‘the same degree on.a relative scale (relat—

, ive.f%fj“aﬁ'ﬂity); ‘the State could not deny citizenship to anyone who -wanted it:except

<

those who

‘were méntally dncompetént to underbtand citizenship,-that: is,: take the .

----- e R oty [ tos A R . .
R TR SR A & 4 LR L Bip W

""" It s important to realize here that the fact that there were-two: glasses of

-individual¥ }iving in the societies: of Beyond This Horizon and Starship-Twvaoper was ..

a conseqiience '0f the fact that Tesponsibility was either not universal or not equal.
Since the citizens of the society described in Coventry were equally and universally

‘respénsible for their society, no politically or sociologically differentiated

classés could arise, but only classes based on differences of interests But in -
Beyond ‘This’ Horizon Fdre responsibility was unequal, at least socially-different-. .
58

 jated classes could ‘a’ijise, and did., And when, responsibility was not universal, as. ...

in. 't’he""s.gifqiety of ‘Starship Trooper, we find'a society in which 211 individuals were .
no longer politically equal; thus do we get a differentiation between citizens and.

' flote however that ‘the diﬁfi‘érentia’}tions] were not a result of some arbltraystatic

idea, but the-result of the conscious volition of each individual borh into :the des-.

‘eribed society; the classes were not self-perpetuating.; In Coventry, the simplest ..

of the three societies, each man was 'said to be born free and did not have to:denci~
strate this except by being responsible, -Freedom to. be responsible for himself- ...

(agreeing to the Govenant) was the "right of ¢ommon social heritage." In Beyond

o~

self the degree of his responsibility, that is, he could choose to which -class he... .

" wished to.belong. Freedom itself did not have to be earned——it was a right.” The

govertiment could only advisé for !the private 1life and frée action of each individ-
val must be scrupulously respected,” S T e T LTI

,,,,,

¢

.T,Qﬁcé .again, in ‘St;’a:réhig_’f‘Troo er, the choice was left up to ‘the individual, for -
each' person; who' reached the age of 18 could freely choosé whether he wisheéd to bei .
responsible for the society, and the governmerit- could not .turndown. anyone :for any ..
reason éxcept mefital incompetency. It was constitutionally stated that "everybody .-
oo +shall have his born right to pay his service and assume citizenship. ¥Freedom
was'not a right~—it was a privilege and had to be earned. . Each pewson:had. the. right
to earn.it, but it still had to be, earned. Heinlein made this idea the central

 issue for he quoted Thomas Paine and other writers that freedom is a value which
‘must be earned: *What we obtain too cheap, we ‘esteem too lightly....it would be

strange indeed if so celestial an article as: FREEDOM should not be highly rated" .
and "....nothing of value is free.... it must be ‘edrhed-~this includes demoeracy." . -:

T A P ! sim .

Coo U pompetition -
© Théte is thus a Shirp break’ between the condeption of freedom described in the
two earlier stories and that expressed in Starship® Trooper. ~ The reascn. for thig =

" \

~ discontinuity depends ‘almogt wholly upon the geographical (for want-of -a -.b,et-te'z;}:t.en_ﬁ)

‘environment of the three societies. ' In both Odventry and Beyond This Herizon; little -
-or nothing was mentioned about other societies which might exist and which might

campete or, threaten: the "dtopian". socigties. Rather it was:implied that these.-

~ "utopian" societies were universal ‘or ‘were isolated from‘othe societiess In Cove. o

entry ,"this ‘was made éxplicit, for any citizen who ‘broke the Covenant and was not - -

willing to .submit to psychological readjustmentiwas expelled ‘into.an isolated com~

. mmnity. Thus in his early stories Heinlein tried to work:out societies in isolat- . =
~ * ijon—one might say he was experimenting-with Mytopias', - These two Stories were..

‘written at the beginning of WWII when people; could: be very idealistic.and talk about -
a united and free world—a world' in which' overty and need could be banished, ‘and . . SRR

i
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war and competltlon in: the phys;l.oal sense be abol:.ehed. After all, that was’ the idea
behind the United. Natlomsof ‘But Starshi. Troope; was written, in, the heart of the Cold
War,.a war of. competition between two "great" ideass Conunun;Lsm, ‘the enemy was armd is”
‘not something to.be sneered at-—1t is.an idea Wwhich may: ‘yet coriquer the ‘world, " He:m-':f'
lein wrote hlS story with this in m:md, for the enemy in ‘Starship Trooper, the" Bugs, - s
is descr:.bed in such a‘way as to leave 1o doubt in- anjone's mind that what Heinlein”
was meally taikmg about was ‘the Cormnunlstsa In a.mood ;of pessimism, and mcldentally
‘realism, derived partly at. least from the Cold’ War, Helnleln saw the possibility that
a ytopia might have: to compete w:Lth another soc:n. ety, and one which could be ruthless
in ‘its. competltlon, o T T R ;

Competltlon therefore meant that the values of the "utoplan socn.ety would have
to be protected agamst the attacks -of the enemy, that is 'y aga:.nst 4ts. competltion. ~
Freedom was. therefore not given (that is, a- right), but had to be earned,-for-a
ruthless compet:l.tor could destroy :such a freedom, And not ohly the State had to
earn .this. freedom, but ‘each individual born’ into the* so—e:.ety also had to demon~ -
strate that he considered this of sufficient importance and that he'would be. res—"
ponsible to, protect ‘the Statep This. po:Lnt is entirely consistent with He:mle:.n's
view expressed in_ his, earlier 'stbries in. Wh:l.ch emphasis was placed on.individual -
~ responsibility. Without this competltlon 3 the !'utoplen soclety of Starship -

Trooper would be radically’ altered. This is well expressed by the ‘father of
Juan R:LCO' © Wetve outgrown WarSese.50 ‘what is this so-called ’Federal Serv:.ce"' :
Paras:.t:.sm, -pure ‘and. simple. " Paras:,tlsm because in-a. soca.ety in ‘whlch compet-
ition is not a factor, the idea of earning :.nd:w:.dual freedom has no mean:mg s
- for it:id .not necessary and . thus can only damage th/e soc:.ety. It 1s parasltz.sm,
pure and s:unple. ‘ \J - : URETN Ve e

The fa.ct that the soc:.etles of Coventry and Bezond Th:Ls Hor; were w1thout R
: compet:.tion is very crucials - The whole concept of “the Covenant and of Coventry
in which those who do. not fit 1nto the" "utopian" soc‘lety were isolated, In ezon
This Horizon, not only was & comp t:Ltor hot isolated, but the society did-not pro-
tect itself against a potentlal co petltor.. ‘NThe- po‘]-.&ce of a state should never
be stronger or better armed than the, clt;.zenry. An armed cltlzenry, w:.lllng to”
fight, is the foundation of “civil freedoms, .,.Lf ‘the rebelllon is successful s ‘not="
withstandmg an ammed gitizenry, then it ‘has- justified 1tself--b:v.olog:.cally. wo
. Thus - any eompetltor, even an, allen race, could Justlfy 1tself. :

H 'v.-m..'t

NN

A Eheme I oAl e

If it is f:Lrst assumed that a Soclety can be attacked from the outs:.de, then
. the issue of civil freedom may become'a minor problem compared to that of race
survival, For there is a second theme wh:l.ch runs: through the three stories ‘under
.consideration: man is a product of an evolutlon which puts-a premium on compet-—
ition ‘and "surv:.val ‘of the’ fittest," and man. ‘cannot forget this inheritance. In -
targh:n.p rooper and Beyond This Horlzon, this point was made time and again,
and -the socletles described owe much of, their philosophical rational to this
theme, No explicit mention is made . of ‘this theme in, Coventry, but as we shall
see below, 1t does play a small but s:.gnlf:.cant an:l.lclt role. ES

In gzgnd ThlS Hor:.zon, this( theme was used as a ratlonal for the armed
soclety. ‘Tt was 'stated ,that the "f:.ghtlng sp1r1t" of ‘man is blologlcally use—
ful, that combatlveness was’ a survival characterlstlc which, all men shared’ be— :
cause 'the fighters surv:l.ved,, - That is the flnal test. :Natural selection goes 2
on always regardless of conscious: selections... (and) works automatlcally t¢
presert'e survival values in'a race’ by the simple, brutal klllmg off -of those -°
strains poor in ‘'survival characteristics. " When speaklng of the 1dea of ‘an-
armed soclety, one of the characters (Mordan) said that "gun flghtlng has’a
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threatened by a ccmpetltox (m Bezond This Horlzon) ; o '

SNy e
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strong blologlcal use, - We do not have enough things to ikill qﬁf,;,the; weak and the

: stupld these days. L

Note that “natural select:.on goes on always regardless of consc:l.ous se..ectlon. '."
"Conscious. select:ron" can. only be “the’ result: of morals; Heinlein. n.is thus ‘saying’ -
here that natural selection or "survival of the fittest" operates :1.n.de1:»endent13r of
morals, He had little more to say on this point :Ln Bezond ThlS Horlzon, but 1n

tarsgp Trooper he carrled on the argument, SN T

From Starsh:.p TI‘OO‘peI" ~"Man is what he 1s s ‘a w1ld an:mal w:l.th the uw:Lll to
surv:Lve and the ability, ‘against all competitions Unless you accept that, any= .
thing ‘you say about ‘morals, war, politics--you name it=-is necessarily nonsensé:
Correct morals arise. from! lmomng what ‘Man 1s--not what do-gooders and well-meam.ng o
old” Aunt Nellles would like. hJ.m to be." o . P

If anbrth:l.ng you say about morals is nonsense unless you accept that ‘man is a.
wild animal with the will" ‘to.survive, then the’ results of ‘the "will.to survive!
(which is the inheritance of evolution) operate mdependently of morals.: If man -
is onl.z a product of .an evolution which puts a premium on competition and this in-

‘heritance is the basic motivation which determines man's accompllshments ; then®

n,..all correct moral rules {(must) derive from the instinct to .survive; moral be- .

~ havior (must be) surv:n.val behav:n.or ralsed above the- :md1v1dual level..; . ST

Everythmg elSe that He:mle:m states in ezond Thls Horizon and partlcularly
in tarsh:l.p Trodper is a consequence of this argument. - Not only does correct morals
derive from the instinct to survive, but also war: !"All wars arise’ "from population -
pressure,..,But ‘population pressure is a direct result of the physical protess of
surviving through others. ‘Therefore war; which results from“ -population ipressure,.
derives ‘from the same. inherited instinct which produces- all ‘moral rules suitable

o for human beings." Heinlein then adds that the “doctrine 'violence never-: settles -

anything! is untrue and immoral, - 'Naked force has settled more issues in: hlstory
than any other factor; and contrary opinionm is ‘wishful thinking at its worse, "
The doctrine is immoral because correct ‘morals derive from the instinct to sur-
vive, and so does haked force.  (Incidentally, in If This Goées On, Heinlein ... .
presents a similar idea when he says that murder: and v:Lolence are thanselves not

7 bad that is, are not derlved from morals.)

~ 1

Heinle:.n argues that not only can man not forget th:Ls J.nherltance, but even
moreé. important, he cannot- attempt to alleviate the results., If men were'to pract-
ice birth: controlM. L. just right to fit (his) own planets; and thereby becomes -
peaceful,.s..the Bugs (will) move in, kill off this breed which. 'ain't gonna study
war no morei:and the universe forget (him). - Which still may happen.:: Either (man).-
spreads out and wipes out the Bugs, or they spread and wipe (man) out-because
both ¥aces die tough and smart and want the same real estdte, W Thus:‘the ‘theme of
biological surv;.val beeomes the rational of the genocn.dal war described. in: Star- ' _"
ship Trooper. Birth control could be and was used in.a soclety whlch was: ‘not - '

: './-

He:l.nlem's preoccupatlon w:n.th the evolut:.onary concept also expla:l.ns his pre-— -

,occupatlon with mutatiofi and genetics; for the concept of- evolut:.on entails genet- o
. ics. . And genetics, as Heinlein used it, was not a matter for the. 1nd1v1dual, but ;

for the race of man, Thus in Bezond Th1s Horizon,: though ‘genetic control was: - . -
purely’ voluntary, it was. also said that a person did not cwn the life of his body
-=it belbnged to the race. -Yet even. though genetic' control was voluntary and the-
State could only advise, pressure was still'put upon Ham:llton, the.chiief protagon= -
ist of the story’ t6 submit to genetic control for the race. Gompare this tbo - the. :
following' from Starship. TrboLery - "Citizenship is a-state of: m:md, art. ‘emotiondl : i

conviction that the whole is greater than the part...and that the part should be
humbly proud to sacr:.flce itself that the whole may l:Lve. "o

!
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In’Sta.rshiE Trooger Hemlemmade 1t clear “that he held to ,the belief that ‘mar:

- could only - evolve and compete in ‘the presence of mutations. ‘Since he ‘believed that
mutations were caused by radiation; he said of’ Sanctue.ry that "it does not enjoy
Earth's high level of natural radiation, I and: that "genetic: a:nprov:.shxnent of - dis- ;
tant. generatione through la.c.k oi‘ radiation is’ something most people -are incapable o

: \of worrying about. ", \ \ : o . i

. c C .. -... Vi
i = ) N

To sum up, we see" here w:Lth Theme II ‘as we ‘dld Wl‘bh Theme I,a genera.l pro- © N
gression’ of thought starting mth Coventm ‘and: working through Bevond This Horizon
. to tarship Trooper. . In'Covertry, explicit mention: of  the theme is. misaing, * -Bat
the mderlmg assunmtion ‘of the- society was: the éxact eppos:Lte of the follow::.ng
two, viz. correct morals’ did . not aris€ from knomng ‘what, man wae-—they arose from “i:
the do-gooders and’ well-meaning old Aunt Nellies.\ In BeyondThis Horizon,: the
theme was stated and’ ‘worked out’ ‘b0 ‘some degree, -but it did-not determine the nature
. of ‘the sdociety politically nor: did it entail the same violent measures found in
Starship_ Trooper. :The” society found in. ‘the- latter story, based as it was on ‘the
idea of a race eompeting with man,. a.l],owed Heinlein to explore the coneequencea
_of thJ.s thme to a’ fuller degree. SRR , TR

| The theme of man*s biological neture 1s directly related to the theme of res- o
pons:.bility. In’ tarshig Trogger, 'it"was:8aid that "sociil responsibility. requires
e0ss2ll the sowcalled higher-‘virtues"; as.we have seen, these "higher virtues" -
(morals) are ‘derived’ from a cons:.derathon of man'e biological nature,. Just as a’
species must: flght forxte eéxistence, 'so a - seoiety must fight for its existence,

Thi_s is true-even in' ‘the abSence of ‘alien: competition, for competition (rebellion)

may ‘come from: within the: ‘society, Thus \society must be armed with responsible in~ .
dividuals to a greater or lesser-éxtent depending ypon'the nature of rthe> competit~
“ion,* "In.Beyond This. Horizon, it' was! the' 4individual and'his agtions whu.ch were.  Tvvrw
stressed, and not:- the State or theé race;: ,whlle in tarshig Trooper, . it was the :': .

- other way ‘around. . I a vehl: sense Heinléin: cons:.dered the theme of" ‘mants: biological
nature the more. important beca.uee an’ evalua.tion of it leads to the 1dea of Pt T
responsibility. W T ‘ ¢ L S “

: Heinlein also ueed thie theme ae & retional for the cOntinuenee o;f' the type of
soc:.ety described. ;[n ’Starshijg Trgope;-’ ‘"The practical reason for:continuing our -
system is the same as ‘the’ practz.cal reason for cont:muing ariything: . it works out.
sa:tisfactorily. "' This is a pragmatic rationdl, and. directly stems. from . the "surv:w—
al of*‘the &'ittest“ doctrine wh;;ch is itself a. pragmatic ‘statement. .- In Beyond: This

‘Horizoni- this was stated’ asi “ "If.the rebellion is succesgsful,. it has Justd 1ed 1t- e
- self." If the re“bellion is not successi’ul, then' the society continues as before, =
for' pragma.tic reesons*° - And finally, ev’en in Coventry: . "The Covenant is. not. & °
superstition, but* a simple contract entered into....for E %tic reasons. N

_ The analy51s of 1deas presented in tH:Ls article eannot reetllr,r be coneidered
' finished until Heinlein's most recent novel, Stranger in a Strange Land, is'also .
‘ con31dered in-the light’ of ‘the above discussion, . However, ‘this latter novel is i«
very complex and mtroduces a number of ‘new. ideas- not prev:.ously found in the three .
~stories cons:.dered here. ~ Yet: muoh of what is presented in Stranger is but a re~
statement of the. t‘wo themes which ‘have, preoceupied Heinlem's ‘thinking for ‘the:.
pa.st' twenty years. * I" hope thi's -article has: proved at least one thing: - that. the
~ science- fiction of: Robert Hemlein is not. just enterta:ming, ebut alsg full. of: o
" complex and- ‘deep’ prhilosophicaa, meaning. Tt. mquld be _foolhardy for thé :science::
' iction Peéader to merely write Heinléin® off -ag’a’ good writer with some strange: 1deas s
for it seems to me . that he is strugglmg with ideas 'which are important ifor-both
hin ‘and-me. and- the' world we live ‘§n.  ‘Although: I do not’ -agree with-Heinlein's: -
ideas completely (and let the- say . here that I tried in‘this article.to present =~ - -
Heinlein'’s ideas, not’ mine), -TIrstill feel a great dealiof respect i‘or him a.nd h:’r.e o

thinking So- miich of’ science: fietion toda'y ::.s meanmgless. e Lo
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EGG AND CRUMPET DEPARTMENT Most columnists

when they're
stuck for a subject of worldshaklng import-
ance or have no one in which to stitk their
needles, turn to reviews. It may be a book
by their favorite author, returned to the
fold after ten years!' desertion to main-
stream fiction. It may be a story by that
hack who seems to crop up everywhere, and
whose prose is only matched by the cess-
pool of his imagination. It may be a film
which so sent them into raptures that they
use reams of paper transferring the -whir-
rings of their souls to the whirring prop-
ellers of their readers' beanies. It may
be a play.

For me, it was a pantomime. I'd never
been to one of these, and when a friends of
: N mine-—the pharmacist who works at the Brit-
e e e _ ish Military Hospltal——obtalned some buck-
shee tickets, I thought I'd give it a try.
I'd heard somewhere-—Berry I believe-—that
most of the important parts were played by
girls.
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e The pantomine was produced by the\ Na.kuru Players N wa.s presented at the Nalrobn. '
National Theatre, s and was a localn.sed version of that old favorite HUMPTY DUMPTY. It
was an excellent production, with ‘plenty of theatrlcals for the kids s'a very nice- ‘
looking egg-—-and Some very smart b:n.ts of crumpet to admire. . .

" 'But whn.le the eyes were kept busy explormg the del 1ghti‘ully revealed lines of
the leading boy, the ears had themeélves* f:.eld day with the spoken lines. . The
writer of the script, who - ‘played the part of the Queen Qwenda, ‘had ‘& genius for the
subtle=—and not so subtle-—polit:.oal innuendo, and- the whole was as successful .a
satiren‘ as mny oﬁ the acclamed masterp:.eces, Of course s you had to know Kenya at
1east 2 httle 1n order to get the Jokeso.. P LA - _ ‘

The rulers of the la.nd where H pty Dumpty mamtaine a precarious perch atop a
convenient wall, were called King Kuja ahd” Quem Qwenda, Kuja and; Swénda ‘are Swahili
for, respect:l.vely, "come" and "go". There were many. pol:,tlcal digs during the panto-
mime--covering. such diverse: but/ very African :subjects’ as Un:l.ted Nat:n.ons pollcies in
the Congo a.nd the mentable Good 014 Days in Nairobi. s ~

\ "Remember those (days at the Norfolk"" -And Queen Qwenda rolls her eyes as though
- gshe's st1ll suffermg the effects of the last one. ‘ LT - _

The funniest sequence, however, was where the characters try to get the audlence
to part:.clpate in the hllarltyo Queen. Quenda~-whom you may suspect stole most of :the .
‘honors save the visual ‘ones: (she was a-bag N which- ﬂ.sn't surprising: considering her
‘first name was Kenneth)-——end her s:r.del'{icks decided that Max Bygraves stupid but oddly
catching "When you come to the End of the Loll:.pop“ ‘'would most suit the moocd of the
audience. ~ The aud:.ence apparently tr:.ed to convince itself that it was a.bove the
mental age l:unlt for: s:mg:.ng that song. It was completely unrespons:.ve. ‘

[
5

A “Looks 1ike I‘ll have to extend my versatlln.ty to' d;.rectmg " said Ken Lou:.s 3 i
playing the 0ld: queen., ‘He glared menaclngly round: the audience s, tth.ch being composed
of hard Kenya types mth low-slung holsters and skins hammered by the weather into-

S an Atom—blasted brick »wall, glared back. "Looks like you!: re about evenly split up
into -two groups: the GoVemment Officials and the Farmers." Big cheers, “and the '
throwing into- the 4ir of ‘smart black bowler hats from one- side of the hall, and :
battered 0ld’ bish hats from the bther. - "You, can each sing e b:Lt of the song, 1f the i
whole th:l.ng is ‘too, much for you.. n. P Y , '

‘L‘he Government Offlclais and the Farmers whet thelr whistles s in the latter
case ‘with. coplous draughts from their hip flasks e!1l start the ball rolling,"
Lonﬁ.s went on. =~ He was' havmg “Yimself a ball," Then when we get to the bit where
it says: . rCr;f.ll\.y Oh Golly, how'I love iy lolly,‘ the’ Governmont Officials can join
in. And. when we. get to 1. .and - ‘all we'have left is the stlck ,' the Farmers can get
~off qlﬁ their h:Lnd légs and xnake llke Marlo Lanza. Ul .

! But then, I )lﬂte puns and snn.de cracks at - ClVll Servants’ l:.kmg for money. The

fate of the European Farmers in Kehjra when the Afrlcans get Uhuru, or- Independance,

rings a bit too close to the truth to Jbe too amus:mg P when you think . about it.

A pantomme-—-for chlldren, offlcially. But l:.ke most good children's works,
from Gulliver. through the lor:.gn.nal Hmp‘ty Dmnpty (Wthh concerned fence-sitt:mg pol-

iticlans) ‘to Lou:n.s Carrol,z;_ffocial sat:Lre at its sharpest. T

b 1‘ e

IiM STILL. STUCK POR'

T

UB\JECT DEPARTMEI\!T At least, Bill has pa.ved the way for me to
. write about cards, hayving spent a couple

of fasc:.nat:.ng pages on the subject. ‘On readmg his article, it appears that we have

surpr:.s:mg s:.m.llar:u.ty J.n tastes.. However, wh:.le I've found Canasta a fascinatmg game

B “' ' : 7 ; . i
! i U . E v 3 “



19

the few times I've played it (in Belfast
when I was visiting Walt Willis and John
Berry) I've not had the opportunity (i€
found other players) to take it up.

Therefore, I'm afraid I must put at
the top of my list of favorite card games,
Solo Whist. Do you play that game in Amer-
ica? T was looking through a copy of Hoyle
some time ago searching for it, but there
wag no trace. It ds, I'm told, the most
popular card game in England, save perhaps
for the ubiguitous Pontoon for those with
more ‘money than intelligence. (Pontoon is
similar to, if not identical with, black-
jack. I detest the game, for the same
reasons as Billi)

Solo whist is one of the whist family,
and originated in France, if the calls are
anything to go by. Played by four players,
it differs from whist and bridge in that
there are no partners, save with the lowest
call, which few schools play.

Thirteen cards are dealt out, in batches
of three and four, and trumps go round in
rotation with the dealers. The players sweat
blood over their calls, and they can make any one of certain calls, The lowest is Prop
and Cop, and it is the only partnership call. The partners have to get eight tricks
with the trump suit as declared, and since anybody can accept the Proposal-—i.e., can
"cop" it, they aren't necessarily opposite each other. This can make for some very in~-
teresting games, and it's a pity it's so rarely played. :

The next call up is Solo, where a single player undertakes to win five tricks, again
on the trumps as declared. The next one is Misere, where you try to lose the lot, in
spite of your opponents! efforts to make you win a trick. There are no trumps. (As
an aside, this call enables any good solo player to hold his own in a Hearts' school, )

After this, the calls get harder, though some people regard a Misere as harder to
get than an Abundance, which is the next call up. This entails trying to get nine of
the thirteen tricks. You can choose your own trumps, but you don't declare them until
after the first trick has been played, during which of course the previously declared
trumps stand. You then try and win your nine on the trumps you declare--—and if you
have been very unlucky, you might have found that somebody led a card of that suit
when another suit was trumps--and found it trumped!
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