








SPIES AT LARGE

Book Reviews -- The "Matt Helm" Suspense Novels by Donald Hamilton (Gold Medal Books):
DEATH OF A CITIZEN (1960; 25¢, LO¢, 50¢); THE WRECKING CREW (1960; 25¢, LO¢, 50¢);
THE REMOVERS (1961; 35¢, LO¢, 50¢); THE SILENCERS (1962; 35¢, LO¢, 50¢); MURDER-
ERS' ROW (1962; 35¢, LO¢, 50¢); THE AMBUSHERS (19633 LO¢, 50¢); THE SHADOWERS
(196L; L0¢, 50¢); THE RAVAGERS (1964; LO¢, 50¢); THE DEVASTATORS (19655 50¢).

This big-selling, widely-popular, well-liked, critically-acclaimed spy-thriller
series of original paperback novels (not reprints from hard-backed editions!) is
right up at the top in this genre; and deservedly so, because it is extremely well-
.written in highly-literate, strong, clear prose; the action moves along with a
‘'steadily increasing build-up of interest, action, and suspense; and the narrator-
hero is a really fascinating, quite likeable, thoroughly believable person, besides
being completely and thoroughly tough, single-minded, competent, and professional in
his work as a secret agent. The stories keep getting better and better, as the

.~ series continues, reaching a high peak of reader-interest with the eighth volume,

THE RAVAGERS, and showing only a very slight decline with the ninth and latest yarn,
THE DEVASTATORS. Donald Hamilton has rightly been described as "the Hammett of
espionage", because he has successfully applied to spy novels the kind of high-~
quality writing and extremely tough, hard-boiled, realistic heroism shown by Dash-
iell Hammett and Raymond Chandler in their yarns about Sam Spade and Philip Marlowe,
foremost and best of the old-favorite tough-guy private-eyes.

Matt Helm is the kind of no-nonsense hard-guy formerly personified in the movies by
Humphrey Bogart. He is most definitely and emphatically not a disciple of Hugh
Hefner's Playboy Philosophy, and, except that he's a killer-agent with an eye for
the girls, he isn't very much like James Bond either. Bond is a dashing, swash-
buckling adventurer, a glamorous, romantic figure, who is the central character in

a series of escapist-entertainment melodramas on the borderline between science-
fantasy and the world described in your daily newspapers. Matt Helm isn't a glamor-
boy at all, and his environment is convincingly real, and (probably) these stories
are rather close to what counterespionage is actually like, except for the large
number of beautiful females involved. This is especially true of the first three
novels, DEATH OF A CITIZEN, THE WRECKXING CREW, and THE REMOVERS. The next five
novels, THE SILENCERS, MURDERERS' ROW, THE AMBUSHERS, THE SHADOWERS, and THE RAV-
AGERS, introduce elements of futuristic super-science weaponry and spectacular
derring-do, but are still rather deeply-rooted in reality and are not intended as
escapist romanticism. But in the latest yarn, THE DEVASTATORS, author Hamilton
appears to be having some fun with a tongue-in-cheek treatment of the'James Bond
formula ~-- with Helm as the hero instead of Bond -- and what a difference that makesl

The current movie-version of THE SILENCERS deviates greatly from the letter and the
spirit of the original novels. The film is almost entirely a low-comedy burlesque
of the James Bond series, with super-science trimmings by producer Irwin Allen
(creator of "Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea" and "Lost in Space"), with a lot of
shootings, chases, gadgetry, and scantily-clad girls, and Dean Martin, charter
member of the Hollywood Ratpack Clan, is badly miscast as Matt Helm, whom he doesn't
resemble in the least in looks or personality. I may review it at greater length
later. Who among actors today would have been better? Well, provided they played
it straight instead of playing it for laughs, like Martin, any of the following
would be more nearly satisfactory: Lee Marvin, Kirk Douglas, Burt Lancaster, or
Chuck Connors. Anyway, this movie is mostly for girl-watching and for some rather
low-brow laughs. Now, let'!'s get back to the books.

Matthew L. Helm (code name: "Eric") is six-feet-four-inches tall, lean, rangy,
muscular, a Norse-Viking type, born in Minnesota and raised in New Mexico, the son
of Swedish immigrants. His "cover" is that he is a journalist, photographer, ad-
venturer-novelist, outdoorsman, big-game hunter, expert rifleman, and an enthusiastic



boxer, wrestler, and fencer of nearly championship caliber. He makes his living in
normal peacetime by writing newspaper and magazine articles, especially about hunt-
ing, fishing, sports, and adventure, illustrated by his own photos, or else he
writes historical western novels or modern-day murder-mysteries and crime-thriller
fiction. In short, he bears considerable resemblance to Donald Hamilton, even
though he isn't an exact duplicate of the author who writes about him. As a very
young man, Matt Helm became a second lieutenant of infantry in the U.S. Army soon

_ after Pearl Harbor. Soon afterwards, in 1942, Helm was sent to England, and was
recruited for undercover duty as a spy, saboteur, assassin, and terroist, operating
behind enemy lines in Nazi-occupied Europe; he thus became a secret agent for U.S.
Military Intelligence and quickly won promotion to first lieutenant and captain by
daring attacks on German officers. He belonged to a unit of killer-agents called
the M-Group, resembling the 0.5.5., and working independently in association with
them. (This is plausible fiction; history makes no mention of the M-Group!) Helm
was selected because of his .skill as a hunter and rifleman in peacetime by an army
officer called "Colonel MacDonald", which wasn't his real name or rank, just his
"code" name or alias. His actual name was entirely different and not at all like
"Mac" or "MacDonald" or anything similar.

Matt Helm frequently worked in association with two beautiful female agents named
Tina and Maria. He was noted for his coolness, ruthlessness, toughness, efficiency,
and ferocity, and so were these young women; he became emotionally involved for a
time with Tina in a casual but passionate wartime affair. At the end of the war, he
was recovering from wounds in a U.S. Army hospital in England, where he met and fell
in love with an American nurse names Beth -~ whom he married. On orders from his
boss "Mac", Matt Helm was forbidden to mention his actual wartime duties to his wife
and was instructed to tell her he had been a Public Information Officer and had
never been involved in combat; he had never killed anyone (the story went), and his
injuries were the result of an auto accident. He received his discharge and settled
down with his bride at Santa Fe, New Mexico, where they lived a quiet, peaceful ex-
istance; they had two young sons and a younger daughter. And THAT was the situation
Matt and Elizabeth Helm were in when this series started in 1960, fifteen years after
his wartime exploits as a cloak-and-dagger man for Uncle Sam,

1960 was the year when Matt Helm, the hapily-wedded, thoroughly domesticated, mild-
mannered family man, husband, father, and provider, was forced by circumstances to
abandon his placid civilian life and revert back to type as a '"wild man", a danger-
ous "rogue male", a hunter and fighter and killer, an undercover agent walking a
dangerous tightrope, pursued by foreign enemy agents and by his own government too.
This is the meaning of the title DEATH OF A CITIZEN; Matt Helm's civilian life was
ended, but his career as a secret agent for the M-Group in the Cold War against
International Communism was just beginning. You see, M-Group was now functioning
as a Federal Government bureau for security and counterespionage; its men were
troubleshooting danger-men operating in association with the C.I.A. and the F.B.I.;
"Mr. MacDonald" was still their chief, and all hell was breaking loose, because
Smersh, the Soviet Intelligence-system's murder organization, was tracking down

and killing off America's wartime agents in a series of assassinations! Matt Helm
was needed again! It had to be stopped!

One evening in Santa Fe, Matt and Beth attend a party given by some neighbors. Also
at this party is Tina, still beautiful, mysterious, and seductive as ever, and her
tall, muscular, flashily-handsome, ostentatiously-masculine escort, a fellow named
Frank Loris, whom Matt dislikes and distrusts instantly on sight. As soon as she
sees Matt, Tina gives him their old wartime recognition signal, used as a greeting
between U.S. secret agents in enemy territory; Matt assumes she has been sent out

on a secret mission by Mac. Another guest there is a nuclear scientist at Los
Alamos, and Matt surmises correctly that the scientist may have something to do
with Tina's current assignment. Also present as a guest is a lovely young college
girl and would-be authoress named Barbara Herrera, who wants Matt to read one of






treats his women much more roughly than Bond ever would, but we know why Matt does
it that way, and we sympathize with him. At the end, his mission accomplished, Matt
returns to the States, and he's still unattached, heart-whole, and fancy-free --
and ready for another assignment.

h Albert E. Gechter

(This concludes Part I of Albert's long review of the Matt Helm series; Part II will
appear in issue #26 of the JOURNAL, and the series will be concluded in issue #27.)
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r. 'MEBANE!S MAGAZINE MORTURARY

August AMAZING -- About half of this issue is new fiction, which is the largest
proportion since the new publishers took over,

. Murray 'Leinster's two-parter, "Stop-
over in Space', comes to.a.conclusion. It's an action yarn with space pirates that
is readable, but not up to his best work. Leinster's habit of stopping every few
pages to summarize what is going on is irritating; the story seems to have been
written for people with very short attention spans,

The other new story is Philip
Dick's "Your Appointment Will Be Yesterday", It's one of Dick's complex plots with
numerous characters and strange ideas ~- this one involves time running backwards.
There are some loose ends and unexplained details, so I expect it will eventvally
turn up as part of a novel (this happens with most of Phil Dick's stories). He
maintains a very high quality, to be so prolific.

There are five re-prints, of which
the best is Frank Herbert!s "The Gone Dogs", about a plague which threatens to des-
troy all the Canidae. John W. Campbell, Jr.!'s “The Voice .of the Void" and David H.
Keller'!s "The Pent House" are period pieces from 1930 and 1932. The remcining two
are medium~fair stories from the RAP era.

This is one.of AMAZING!s best issues since
the metamorphosis.

Avgust GALAXY -- The best story this time is "The Piper of .Dis", a novelet by James
Blish and Norman L. Knight. It is set in the future that contains Knight's Tritons,
but they play no part in this story. This is an over-populated future in which the
people live in great underground warrens while the surface is given over to a food-
producing world forest. There are "stand-by cities", empty but capable of housing
millions, built in advance of need from expanding population or a disaster requiring
evacuation of other areas. Such a disaster threatens, when a giant meteorite is
spotted heading for the North American continent. The story concerns the problems
‘involved in moving hordes of people quickly. Itt!s well thought out, but unfortu-
nately the story concentrates mainly on pointless action involving serious equipment
failure in one of the stand-by cities with a berserk madman thrown in for pulpish
reasons. It's flawed, but nevertheless be sure to read it.

' Frank Herbert's ""Heisen-
berg's Eyes" concludes. It's full of complex action in the Van Vogt manner, with
many interesting details, but it suffers from the inevitable comparison with DUNE.

Hayden Howard's novelet "Who Is Human?" continues his series about non-human
Eskimos which began in the last GALAXY. It's readable, but not up to the first
story in the series. :
' Keith Laumer's novelet "The Body Builders" is about artificial
bodies, and did nothing for me. The two shorts are eminently forgettable, Brian
Aldiss! non-fact article, "Heresies of the Huge God", is delightful; don't miss
it.

This is an issue up to GALAXY'!s standard, but not outstanding.

Banks H. Mesbane



REPORT OF THE TREASURER

On hand, 15 June 1966 ..... $67.91 (%)

Dues) ‘Regular members eeceecesccecscerscesee $ 50
Dues, New Corresponding members eeeeeesesss $3.00
Dues, Corresponding members (renewals) .... $1.75
* JOURNAL first~-class postage fees cevieceses $2.12
DIPLOMANIA feeS —- ZaMe I¥ eeeveeeennsennes $6.00
game IE .siivivniviannanes $7.00
game MME cvvvevecnnnnnns $l 00

Expenses: Stencils for JOURNAL (5 quire) .viveseescse $14.25

Postage, TWJ #23 (excess over advance) .... $§ .80

Postage, TWI #2L cevivivernearennonensnnees $ 2,35

Postage, DIPLOMANIA #10 (advance) veseeases $ 1,97

On hand, 30 JUNE 1966 «ceveevoeioesscassonosecsssacsanssnceascsasss $69,91 (3¢)

(%) Excludes additional DIPLOMANIA fees held by Don Miller, $7.35 owed WSFA by Fred
Gottschalk, and a Corresponding membership fee (Rick Brooks) held by Don Miller.

A complete roster of members in good standing appeared in issue #20 of the JOURNAL;
several changes were published in issues 21-2li; additional changes are as follows
{next complete roster will appear in issue #26):

Regular members (active) -~ Add:

Derry, Charles F, -~ 6817 3rd St., Riverdale, Md. (GRL-8071)
Corresponding members -- Add:
Phillips, Roger W. -~ 2138 California St., N.W. (Apt. L0O6), Wash., D.C.
(Transfer from Regular membership)
Pournelle, J. E., Dr. -- 8396 Fox Hills Ave., Buena Park, Calif,, 90620
Sanders, James ~- %L. Janifer, 515 West 111th St. (Apt. 5b), New York,

N.Y., 10025 (UN4-2613)
Regular members (Active) -~ Drop:
Phillips, Roger W. (Transferred to Corresponding membership)
Changes-of -Address, etc,:

Cartier, Steve -- Charles G. Brannan, %General Delivery, Berkeley, Calif,

Haldeman, Alice -~ Add ZIP Code: 20710

Haldeman, dJ. C., -—- Add ZIP Code: 20710

Hoheisel, R. Wayne ~- Change phone number to: 528:6L60

Jacks, Jerry -- %F. Patten, 1825 Greenfield Ave., Los Angeles, Calif.,
90025

Muhlhauser, Fritz, III -- 920 West Cullom, Chicago, Illinois (312-GR7-3578)
Add to list of Corresponding meribers who have paid first-class JOURNAL fee:
Alfred M. Emmons, Roger W. Phillips, Jerry Pournelle, and Jim Sanders.
Add to list of Regular members paid up through May, 1967: Charles F. Derry.

WSFA membership in good standing currently includes 25 Regular (far the June-August
quarter -- Bill Berg, Phyllis Berg, Jim Blish, Phil Bridges, Russ Chauvenet, Frank
Clark, Chick Derry, Bill Evans, Buddie Evans, Al Gechter, Alexis Gilliland, Alice
Haldeman, Gay Haldeman, Jay Haldeman, Joe Haldeman, Jim Harper, Alan Huff, Jim
Latimer, Banks Mebane, Don Miller, Peggy Pavlat, Jan Slavin, Joe Vallin, Bob Weston,
and Gus Willmorth); 2l Corresponding (for the June 1, 1966-May 30, 1967 WSFA year -
Steve Cartier, Al Emmons, H. Warren Felkel, Margaret Gemignani, Paul Hemmes, Wayne
Hoheisel, Ben Jason, Jay Klein, Harriett Kolchak, Terry Kuch, Dave Lebling, Pat
McDonnell, John Mazor, Fritz Muhlhauser, Ron Parks, Roger Phillips, Harold Palmer
Piser, Jerry Pournelle, Bob Rozman, Jim Sanders, Hans Stefan Santesson, Mike Ward,
Harry Warner, and Bob Whalen); L Associate (Judy Blish, Alan Luehrmann, Steve Patt,
and Kim Weston); 6 Life (Elizabeth Cullen, Betty Berg, Vernice Heckathorne, Frank
Kerkhof, Bob Madle, and Russ Swanson); and 10 Honorary. A quorum stands at 13.

Philip N. Bridges
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