


THIS IS Til: SECOND OMPA CCMBOZINE 

last year,197^ als > did one, aix handed >ut two or three hundred at 
the convent!.one Mayhap tnis has had an effect on contributions because we 
were dissapointed in the results it had; ie;. no wave of people 
c lammcuring t o j oine

OMEk?, oh, well, (MPA is an ARA. An AR??, oh...well. What happens you 
see is that a dozen or twenty or fifty even, people all j in together, 
(No William, we are NOT playing that s.r . of game’,) I’ll start again.

An APA Las an editor (there are other officers). To tnis editor 
each member sends a bundle of magazine. HIS magazines,produced by him. 
Containing articles,stories,shatter,reviews,poems,art etc., ad infinitum, 
by tne editor or his "friends”. Each, to state the obvious,of these zines 
is duplicated,indentical apart from inky finger maks, beer stains and 
other hazards of the trade3 The NGble Association Editor, (me...) 
recieves this bundle, and. bundles of zines from the other members, and. 
by dashing around in a sort of frenzy soon has (instead of,say,20 
atacks of identical zines) 20 stacks, each consisting of one zine from 
each member, (viola, etc) .

In an APA of, say, 20 members, with an activity requirement that 
means how many pages -read sides- y'U nave to contribute each year) 
of, sat, 10pp, each member should: by simple calculation; contribute a 
minimum of 10pp a year, and recicve in return 190pp... of course the 
quality of the contribuitions vary, depending on so many factors that 
it would take a book to describe them.

To get the sorted bundles of zines t> the members the AE generally 
resorts to desperate measures; ie;- the dreaded GPO. Nor this service, 
(freighting the zines) tne GPC- charges an excessive toll, maybe 
as much as 25 or 30 pence a bundle. So, with 4 bundles a year the postage 
cost, per member will be 80 pj

Mow we in OMEk currently charge 8 Op annual dues, (but they may have 
to go up) and we’re not making any money. have, for instance ,been 
using jiffy bags,7p a time...and incidental things like running costs 
more than take up each members dues.

Our activity requirement is 20 si7-: a year, 20 sides’.*.’.^ why,most 
of the recent new members have been putting more than that into their 
first mailing^

Anyhow, I’ll say no more. If tne idea interests y?u, talk to some 
C&IPAn, write to me, the AEo

KEN OHESLIN,36 Chapel Street,!’-rds ley, Stourbridge,  DY8 5QP, 
I/orcs., Ergland. > —J

new members welcome,British or American or any fan who wants in; though 
distance is a dissadvantage as far as time/mils go, -./e used to have 
a large American section, about :ne third -f tne t tai, we would like 
to see tnat again. There does n't se:r. t: be tne same Arglo-American 
camradie there was back in 7th fund:m.

right, youse guys, jine (MPA....................  kmpc. 



are you. sitting comfortably'.

then we’ll begin the story of

BRIAN J-ZID 1” ZZCIXITED TELEPHONE DIRECTORY

by

GZKT" ?•». .OFFICE, P.U.B. and bar.

"h-arter.. One

One disgustingly rafr.y any in January, Brian was in a hurry. He 
was half an hour late meeting Lisa for their weekly game of chess, and 
goshwowboyoboy, would she be annoyed I But first he had to deposit a 
parcel with the mysterious and dreaded G.P.O. This organisation would, 
on payment of an extortionate amount of protection money, or ’’postage”, 
promise to do their best not to damage your letter or parcel whilst 
conveying it more or less to its destination.

Just in time for the afternoon raid, or ’’collection”, Brian dashed 
up to the gang HQ, sometimes called a ’’post office”, and pushed his 
offering into the gapjng month of the collection—box. It bore the mys
tic words:

Mike and Pat Meara,
Flat A,
5, Nelliston Road,
Derby. . ,

and in addition, a magic incantation to ward off the evil spirits of 
the nails:

with ccr-e - Magnetic Tape.

’ - Chanter Two

Many blissful hours later, after almost winning two games, Brian 
was leaving the' house of Lisa when he was struck by a Terrible Thought. 

•' "Boinnngg!" it went. Picking himself up out of the chrysanthemums, he 
realised with horror that he hadn’t paid the G.P.O. their protection 
money for the parcel- Knees knick-knack-knocking with dread, he wond
ered what to do. -I’ll phone LBe", he said. "Paul's got the number". 
So first of all he phoned Paul.

"Sorry ol’ chap", said Paulo "The number's in my address book, 
back at Kilometre Beginning Street, don’t y'know." So Brian decided to 
try the Director of Enquiries. After twenty minutes the Director answ
ered the phone, and Brian explained his plight. "Numbersnotlisted ," 



said the Director curtly, and rang off.

Not satisfied with this, Brian decided to visit the Shrine of the 
Sacred Telephone Directories and check for himself. After a long and 
arduous journey by BUSS, a fearsome creature which walks on wheels and 
growls continually, he arrived at the Shrine, only to find that it was 
as the Director had said.

Undismayed, he turned to the Directory for the city of Uli, in the 
realm of Yurkshur, for he knew that there Mike’s forefathers and five- 
mothers had dwelt for many generations. But Alas I The name of Lfee-rah 
was to be found six times therein, and only one could be the true Nee
nah, the Mee-rah of Me;e-rah's3

With this, Brian's last hope was gone, and he despaired. All he 
could do now was to write to Mike, begging him not to think too harsh
ly of Brian for having to pay double protection money on the parcel. So 
this he did, with much sorrowing.

Chapter -hree

Meanwhile in the far off D’r B, city of the three and seven stars, 
in the dark Land of MLdd, disgustingly early one disgustingly rainy day 
in January, Mike was awakened by a at the door. Sleepily he kick
ed his concubine, Pat, indicating that she should, as usual, get up and 
answer it. Some moments later, as if in a dream, he heard a strange voice 
demanding monies to the tune of

e s ve n . .ee nt

nc ep e hey nznny-nonny, fal-di-lah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

As the concept of paying out money percolated through the layers of 
his sleep-sodden brain, Mike was shocked nearly into almost semi-consciou
sness. He was amazed to find that the source of this depletion of monet
ary substances was a parcel from Brian, With a flash of Sherlockian brill
iance* Mike’s. intrepid thinking compartment leapt to the right .conclusions 
Brian had forgotten to stick ths stamps on. Instead of stamps, the parcel 
bore this strange devices-
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The following day, Z__Z:e was only mildly surprised to receive a 
letter from Brian explaining t.ie matter© Reassured, he tore up the 
threatening letter he'd been about to post, and set off for work as 
usualo

Gbn nt or, F o ur

Meanwhile, back in A n-hasedHer, that Northern town where no un
escorted lady i” safe by night or day, Brian had spent a restless 
night, wondering when tne von" ance of the Mee—:raho would descend on 
him. Suddenly the beautiful Wotnumbcrpleez, patron saint of telephone 
operators, appeared to him in a dream. She told him of the Enchanted 
Telephone Directory, the m.'.gic book in which is written the name, 
address and number of ev .y subscriber in the realm. She showed him 
the great Volume, bound in the hide of the fabled golden polecat of 
Pythonlard, and said that. because of his gentle and courteous manner 
toward telephone operators everywhere, she was prepared to grant him 
the knowledge of the number he sought© Clasping an Ewaflo Riteright 
Dinkipen in her silvery hand, she inscribed the sacred symbols on a 
sheet of Nevertear, the paper you can trust. This she placed on his 
bedside table, and then vanished without a sou^d.

Awakening, Brian trembled, and it wasn't just the D.T.s. Slowly 
he stretched out a hand and picked up the paper. He hardly dared-to 
look; could it be that the information which he had sought for so 
many long, wearisome mi antes was at last within his grasp? .Could it 
be that the writer is trying to build up the tension and failing mis
erably? Yes I Sure enough, there was the number, gleaming faintly in 
the darkness, With a contented sigh, he fell back into bed and slept, 
dreaming happy dreams of the day he would beat Lisa at chess..

3hunter Five

The following day, back in gang HQ, the Director of Enquiries 
fumed and paced the flo r of his office© --is spies, known to the 
general public only cs portion, had informed him of Brian‘p noctur
nal visitor, and he was very angry© Tnis was the second time this 
year that top secret information such as someone's phone number had 
leaked out in this way, and the G,P.O's inefficiency record whs in 
danger of being ruined, H had to think of a plan to get revenge on 
Brian, Mike and Wotnumberpleez, to show then that he, Sha-ri, was not 
to be trifled with. Suddenly a slow smile passed across his face. 
When it had gone, the realisation of what he must do hit him like a 
ton of bricks© It WAS a ton of bricks. Removing the waste-paper 
basket which had somehow become affixed to his nether regions, he 
observed that one of the bricks was different from the others. On 
examini hg it closely he found that it was engraved with the details 
of a very interesting plan-. A very slow smile passed across the 
Directors face; it was quite late in the evening before it had finally 
gone,.©.



....Some tine later, Mike received another, tape from Brian, and 
was relieved to see that the full amount of protection money had been 
paid on it. Putting away his air-pistol, which he always carried when 
answering the door to the postman, he prepared to play the tape. He 
was surprised to find that it was an urgent appeal for information, 
which Brian wished Hike to comnunica-'-e to him as soon as possible via 
telephonee Little did Mike know, but apart from that, little did 
Hike know that this was all part of the evil Sha-ri’s plan of revenge, 
and that Brian had been forced to record the tape under the threat of 
seeing his Heinlein, collection destroyed page by page before his very 
eyes.

Unsuspecting, .-like searched through Brian’s old letters in an 
attempt to find the phone number, without success. The only alternat
ive was to phono the Director of Enquiries'. After several minutes■ 
spent peri'h'n/’ing the phone- to work, he finally got through to. the 
"Operator”, one of the Director’s many minions, and explained his pro- ' 
blem. "Robinson?” said the Operator, "ROBINSON????? D’you know how 
many Robinsons, there are in Manchester, you horrible little subscriber? 
There‘s...there’s SCHMILLI0N3 of them, at least. Normally of course 
we wouldn't mind looking, but in your case” the Operator cackled evilly 
"in YOUR case I’m afraid it’’s out of the question. You’ll never find 
out, d’you hear? Never, 'never, MMER, NEVER, NEVERNEVERNEVERNEVlffi 1 J! J!’’ 
There was a click as the line went dead. --------------- ------------- *-----

Gnar Six

• "Dear Brian”, the letter began* ”1 tried to phono you, I really 
tried,L ■

ZHU-SjD

of

Brian and thb Enchanted' Telephone Directory, or
Battling Brian and Mighty Mike versus the Terror of tie G.P.O.,- or

The Terrible- Dangers of a Vivid Imagination, or
How We Succeeded in Writing Something for the OMPA Combozine Without 
Really Trying.. / .;

This .thrilling wonder story was written for Brian Robinson by Mike 
Meara, for no reason other than the fun of it. It is herewith don
ated to the OMPA-Combo nine 1972 with the compliments ofj-
Mike and Pat Meara, editors of i M, Elat A, 5 Kedloston Rd, Derby,
Brian Robinson & Paul Skelton, editors of HELL, 9 Linwood Grove, 

Manchester, Ml 2 4QH, and
Lisa Conesa (herein mentioned), editor of ISEULT, 54 Manley Road1, 

Whalley Range, Manchester, Ml 6 8HP.
*-xx-x^-x-x-xit-^-xx  x xx* xxxx-xxx xxx-x xxx- - .- ••• xxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx



v.
For some years rev 1 have "been toying with the idea of writing a 

SF story whose backrrzund was an interplane try or interstellar war. What 
I was mostly interested in, I confess, was the working out of my ideds 
rather than writing a story. The "basic premise was that there would he 
attacks on interstellar trade routes, that ships would pass at some 
times near stars, ana that the enemy, in tremendously protected ships, 
would lurk near such places; attack, and then hide in the depths of the 
stars athmoshere. I’m not at all sure that an inter plane try war is 
possible, although an interstellar one might be. Let me explain.

There is in intern lane try war the knowlegd of the ememies home 
planet; a ruthless emery w~uld find some way to destroy the homo planet, 
though of course the enemy might also destry him. The simplest form of 
such destruction I can tnink of is in biological attacks on animal, 
(including human) arsa plant life. 'Whatever precautions something would 
ger through.

On the other hard it is possible that an interstellar war might 
be fought, with limited losses, because the home planets were not 
known. It nay be that the object of such a war would be to discover and 
destroy the home plant• It depends upon how ’'civilised” the waff was.

I will summarilly dispose of two items thrown up in recent QMPA 
articles. 1, globular spaceships with drives of a nature to require 
shielding,ie; atomic reaction devices. 2. the psychological strains of 
space travel.

1. Unless the drive is very efficient, which in interplanetary 
times I doubt, having thrust tubes pointing in the six cardinal 
directions is wasteful, it raises radiation hazards, it vastly increases 
the weight, aid takes up more space than it saves, and gives more 
things to go wrong. (I am open to reasoned argument) .

A simple single direction motor,flipping the ship to decellerate, 
and a few steering jets, are all that efficiency demands. Also,unless 
some sort of lowspeed ramjet is possible, even the best motor cannot 
be used continuously because of the problems of carrying sufficient 
reaction mass. The best engine must throw out son®thing.

2. Submariners of today operate under conditi -ns psychologically 
not very different from space ship crews. Explosive decompression is 
hardley less unpleasant than explosive implosion.(er..compression?) •

The object of war is to force tne enemy to submit to your will. 
This entails the destruction of the enemies will to resist. This may 
be accomplished by destrlying the enemies ability to resist,plus of 
course effective propaganda.



Destroying the enemys ability,and/or will, to resist may be 
accomplished in a few ways.

1. the negation of the enemies defences.
2. the destruction of enemy population.

Deviously 1 makes 2 possible, while 2 eventually makes 1 possible..

Take 2 first. Bacteria will take care of this, human,animal or plant.
If you destroy any of these you have "won”. It may be that the 

population,. or a part of it, may be protected. But it is otherwise for 
plants. Dostry plants and you destroy the food chain. Artificial 
manufacture of food may of course be possible on such a scale that none 
of these work. There remain the destruction of rescources and communic
ations. Either of these will cripple the war effort and starve the 
population. However it may be possible to devise some form of protection 
tor scources and communications on the planet. It remains therefore to 
destroy the enemies means of defence. These might be divided into two 
party. Plane try and spacial. ;¥e ’will assume that planetry defences need 
systematic reduction; this being impossible while the space arm is 
effectivly opposing the "besiegers". Therefore the first object, or 
prime object, might be to elimenate the spacial defences. This would of 
course not be easy, as every effort would be devoted to protecting the 
home planet.

. Weaponry may be divided into two parts. Detection and destruction. 
Obviously detection devices must loom important as without detection it 
'would be. .er.. .difficult to destroy either an attacker or a defender.

I imagine that it would not he necessary for a planet to import 
supplies during such a war. Unless something really vital turns up in 
he way of strategic materiald. Therefore systems such as the convoy 

•system would not be necessary in an interplantry war.(though it might 
m an interstellar one) e Familiar practices we would see, I imagine, 
are keeping free (and conversly "besieging"? of "ports", escorts for 
capital ships and minefields. heapens would no doubt include; solid 
shot 'projectiles,explosives,"conventional" and atomic, various types 
o chemicals, for instance in, say, ceramic mines which douse the 
enemy with a corrosive (etc) substance, oh, and guided missiles of 
course.

The weapons must be able to get through .There fore they must 
evade detection or.destruction or both. This they may do by beiig too 
fasg to avoid, or.indetectable, say radiation transparent substances 
or metalless substances. To avoid electromagnetic, or magnetic detect^- 
ion, or detection by their mass, or be disguised up to the last possible 
moment as something harmless; or normally avoidable, or confusion of 
detectioiydestruction devices.



Z_cz see. km. z'iz las, torpedoes, solid sht guns. Minefield my be 
- l ”2 in v r_ -_z _ys: different types of nines,layed in different 
pL . cri -.-run. n zilz and relativly inr bile. Jugdirg by previous 
—rs Z i zJ - cz.ink zzligerents will be too carried during tne war about 
c.-.z cr zlems i icier zines lajd in wartime.

Hires. Z ?*c. _zzvis-.ee several types of mine. The main ones might 
pcmr.ps 2. iiviiei ire: active and passive mines. That is mines that 
per te,aot,expZ -is in a certain set cf circumstances; and passive 

■zin.z, n-.ioz. zerac^ n impact. Of the first lot it seems inevitable 
that parts f c\_z. zezz c be metalic, or empl y some sort of electro 
mprrtic parts, Zz.es. —'-~-t be detectable, cut again, might be laid in 
such a way tnat zy c.ce cime they are detected they are already doing 
trier g b, ie; leer yirg the de tec tee. I can envisage this type of 
zzine being set in r'zic, or set on courses taking them into areas 
occupied by the art-”, yraybe destroying themselves if not operated 
inside so-e t- -r, Zzzzit . .. field of this type need not have each mine 
fitted with cz~Zizatza equipment. A single "master" may control 
rcznlreds cf ’"slaves' . .oxen it remotely detonates when a target gets 
catnin range, shic-z ?~ula feasably contr .l these too as an added 
a. fence factor. . Ztz.ar mines could be seen ;.rith various proximity 
fuses, light or heavy, arc. of course there could be devilishly mixed 

of mines; y*u acCaot some, explode sons, but the solid ones, 
or ceramic ones arc *zzao armed, One would not dare pass near any seem- 
inly innocent meteor sh cer/storm. Ceramic mines,with or without 
exploding/activating devices I rather like the thought of e It my be 
true that a ping-png sized ball of pottery, travelling at relativly 
slow speeds, wzuld n t cause the enemy crippling damage. Yet it would 
be most ann yiz_~ t have t. send men out to slap patches on pinhole 
leaks caused by cue r tw; of these. And in war narrassment of the 
enemy is important, it keeps him from building up his full effectiv- 
ness by petty irritatirs. A few swarms of these set on a course for 
a planet might cause razon consternation. They would interfere with 
sattelites in orbit,mzzr.ting detection gear zne imagines; it would 
make the enemy take evasive act ioh; it would certainly make him 
divert some eff zrt fro his attack effort) into the detection and 
nullification :f these annoyances. Besides, ch >’s to say that some 
are not loaded with bacteria?. The defence system of a planet in such 
a war would have co be c rzplicated, wide, expensive in equipment and 
materials and men.

Torpedoes or guided missiles, apart grom the part they would 
play in planetry b —would be quite useful in cases of ship 
actions. Compact brained,high acceleration missiles could outspeed 
and outmanouver am named space vessel. Therefore manned vessels would 
have to carry detecci n devices,(the enemy has heard about computers 
too), anti-missiles, ana survival devices. The first might be mounted 
in drones scouting tne space all round a manned snip or fleet of 
course, to give more time for action to be taken in defence or in 
offence, Various types of "guided" missiles spring to mind, but these 
can be segregated,! think, intu two kinds. The straightf orward( V.1.?) 
anti -missile and the salvo missile which homes -n the enemy, and the 
"bloodhound" which n't only finds the enemy but is equipped to give 
him a good lorg, fast chase. The first might be more useful in ship 
of fleet encounters; the other in pursuit encounters.



I see also a use for solid snot missiles. But obviously these have 
fairly fixed roles. They might be used to supplement torpedoes, and 
fireo. by computer of courses calculated to converge with the enemy. 
It seems likely tnat these have a limited use however as you would have 
to fill an awful lot of space with them to have a chance of hitting an 
enemy taking evasive action, even the limited evasive action that a 
space ship is capable of, at ranges measured in tens of miles3 They 
would probably be too slow to get near enough to do damageo However, 
the enemy would have to know that they were solid shot, and not guided, 
and he would have to expend fuel on evasive actins. Thus irritating the 
enemy and wearing down his reserves, whittling down his capacities to 
make effective war. Come to that a pail of garbage, or "window" might 
have a part to play in space war.

Detection gear. Radar,magnetic,metai,heat,light,mass,even the 
occulati ^n of stellar bodies, Tith tne assumption that science will 
make progress in the next couple of hundred years in cemptors, in 
electromagnetic hardware etc., it is not to impossible to belive that 
a. space snip, or a "master" missile could surround itself with an 
array of detection gear comprised of all tne imagination of scientists 
coulo. provide. Even when ships ano missiles .are travelling at hundreds 
of miles per second it is doubtful if they could outspeed radar imp
ulses. Therefore radar will still be effective. Indeed there seems" 
little reason wny "watch/listening paste" could not be sent out in 
grat numbers, pernaps on fixed, pernaps on wanering courses, which 
would inform a beligerent of the presence of an enemy passing within 
lus range, (self des tracts might be necessary, and/or protective 
missiles or devices carried), (really a travelling minefield cum 
detector). The use made of informati n f c jurse depends ofl the 
circumstances. Certain of the devices used will of ocurse be of such 
a nature that they emit radiation vari'us forms. In that case it 
is only likely that devices will be made to detect charges in magnetic 
fields caused unnaturally; devices tnat will detect metal at great 
distances, devices that can detect tne heat of quite small bodies of 
relativly low heat at great distances, (astronomers already use some 
of these). Light,probably not emitted as spaceships etc., would at 
least take elementry precautions, might be detected even reflected 
from bodies painted the blackest space navy black, the mass of a 
ship, unto an unimaginably small amount, might be detected by means 
yet to be developec/perfacted...and, unlikely though it my seem at 
the moment, given computer development and tne development of more 
sensitive eqipment, even the occulation cf a star, or the milkyway, by 
an object as small as a snip might be detected at some hundreds of 
miles. The beauty of tnis form of detector is that it does nothing to 
tell the emeny that he is- detected.

as I’ve said, the factor militating against (?) intcrplanetry 
wars is the vunerability of planets. Tnis would mean that against a 
Hitler-like opponent a planet could never be safe. I may mean though 
that having to bear the safety of their planets in mind such, a war 
might be conducted more or less in a "gentlemanly" manner, casualties 
being in the fighting services until deadlock, or until one side is 
so worn sown tnat a negotiated peace is possible, Ah, who knows,man 
might even come to discard the use of wars; but I doubt it.

KEN OHESLIN. March 1972, Chapel Street,Tfordsley,Stourbridge, 
DY8 5QR tores., England.



<- :il . 1 1EZL0S!-ARTIFICIAL SATELLITES? *
X-------------T --------------

If Th:- e~inw -f a giant satellite-station orbiting the eart^ 
is inzuziTihrizl.t :r. is very good evidence of such a satellite in outer 
zt .zz-namely in :z:_t around Mars. Top asirincmers on both sides of the 

■ Iron T utt am are saying that Phobos,one of the two moons of the 
ZTericu? rei -1mm.gives e’azy indication of being hollow, enclosed 

zpaze STarion nan_f i : t _rz i by intelligent creatures.
Thebes mi Air s omzr moon,Deimos,were discovered in 1877 by U.S 

asorononer f.sapz Azll.Zir estimated sizes are ten and five miles in 
iianeTer,re3pe:TiveZ- , rich is small for a moon or asteroid,If such bodies 
zr arsifioiai przimvs of technolog y,they represent an achievement 

ms-lutely beyoni t zouprehension of earth scientists. To push our own
z-Trlittes,whiare measnmd in feet,past the gravitational field takes 
mw nse power. I- lifz a five or ten-milepwide body into space is almost 
—’“inkacZe unless a i-vm- neutralising gravity is used-.Scientists are 
ogre id on one T/.inr mlv about UFO’s:that their qovjnuuut movements 

only explainable zy The use <f non-gravity power.lt is therefore 
likely that the Z'FZ’s are at least remotely connected with the mysterious 
builders ef Phobos.

Even wish a gravlTy neutaliser,the construction of Phobos would be 
an iamense fear,As Ir.Llyie W.Tombaugh was quoted:
"PuTTing up such a zzo:liite would severely strain the capabilities of even 
a world rich in resources.

The extreme powers/ of mineral resouces on Lars would have deprived them 
of the necessary materials, — — _ " 1 VIrut Dr.Tombaugh has also said that it is possible for us to visualise 
a Technology millions of years ahead of our own.Such a technology might 
have built Phobos elsewhere in the universe or even learned to make 
everlasting metal from The dead rock of liars.

Eut we’re specularing.let’s riake a look, at a few impartial facts 
and expert opinions.

In 1963,Raymend E. ilson,chief of applied mathematics for the National 
.-.eronaytics and Space Administration,was quoted as saying:’’Space probes 
are now being prepared to determine if Phobos is actually a huge orbiting 
space station.”

Dr.Wilson was referring to Mars Mariner program to send satellite s 
equipped with "life-derection packages" and TV cameras orbiting Mars. 
Eut when the Mariners relayed photos by the dozens as well as masses of 
other data on Liars ani her moons very little was released to the public,' 
There’s a cold war on7', rhe government dsaad.Were they actually afraid 

That Russia would esrablish a base on Mars?
_ -Meanwhile.Russia was sizing a great deal pf.Mars research herself.It-was _ soviet scientist no zirst proposed chat beth Martian moons are artificial. 
Russia’s leading planerary physicists,Iosif S.Shklovsky,heads the Department 
of Eadio Astronomy at The Sternberg Astronomical Institute in Moscow.In 
IScSfDr.Shklovsky published the results of his obeservations and calculations 
on The "Martian Triangle",mats,Phobos,and Deimos and their gravitational 
interaction upon each other which,he insisted,could only be explained 
if both moons were placed into orbit and intelligently constructed from 
lightweight materials such as aluminium.

e have to assume, "Dr. ShLdovsky stated,"that Phobos is hollow inside,some-
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earth, there were n„.a„ ° y®ars a8n 2ars was in a statXl 1 Physicist^*'
know-how,As the inhabit '™ple P^ygen and civilised bet-, ‘'J'TO-lar to present-d> 
satellites whlh X, '-b ntS Saw theihi c: »th . •-
Mars ’than u ®r^sd as artificial -The SX-Vs beCaUSG °f > 
if?ot total’ aXXZe-XaXy °f ' 

boXXsfrs:1 ;■ -z-^ x=
Europe-an;XX“Zg "T SateUi^
calculated that while one^;^X>L"’'‘ " Wte‘,;,1'!««-wwb puW-33atl 
more slowly than thP^ * / known moonlf-1-c:,-a-X ShlJ cvskv

-‘-1 dz-unio^r ~ellites„ b rimes,-fnster th
* ' ' . . "

* . * »• L ■- * --O rrwnc.H C , r

s statement tEfor Xe U £^’»ixliams 8ay,VinC0J 
rbitioy , . ae U.s.hatronal Academy of ScienJ 3

.women and children".,he h-

ygea and water del faj'i',a-s'l:io tecls 
■taaSuch ZsXXX 'De ?he? ^^heS 
■ii;y ■■ dUch-mgs woula be easier j 

p'subsequently indicate.! offsetaj .

one of'the

't
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throughout me space—science community.
satellites in the fight for survival,they could 
planet such as earth,Perhaps Phobos and Deimos

■- nature., moons.are doomed to destruction as 
e parent ylanet-ag; in just like all launched 
- many many moans each packed tight with 
ae gravity grasp of their mother planet the 
;"e^ -zere.ali/cut wiped out due to hardship, 
-- tne daily fignt for survival.Support for 
neared colour of liars,indicating a formerly 

_ -eimos were the last of a string of orbiting
.o.ild be eyeing green, oxygen-rich earth with

’ scout^ship L±O’s,waiting till technology 
r f ind comfort ir- our buildings and food in

p°pulatio- itself .Fantasy, no doubt, but 
-•<- Shklocrsky dying planet hypothesis,both 
_ tne race to discover the secrets of outer space

aerground-sucking their oxygen with them?The 
established during a Soviet-U,S style cold w 

"f craters on Mars,scientists said they could
which used 

^°o^7^4.!?e?ydatic?s.£bout his pet artificial
were based

i---

east

onrardment from the saaellite bases 
taslds.

estimated sixes of the Liars moons
m°°n had the same reflectivity as Maas 

polished metal,they could have diameters of 
r-°lD hVcohkf fcredible teotmol°sy -to launch 

sf^discuS’In d° 6 UniY£'rsity> Published an 
--.discussion cimong space scientists .In his 

science ecitor,Walter 'Sullivan devotes 
--c ?+hC+u10nS 1T ^ises^Professor Salisbury 
.ith the psssibilty of technological civil- 

and Tts moo2is,he wrote, 15are most
. at they are the product of intelligent beings" ’ 
;-e perculianties of Phobos and Deimos and to ? 
firIt°two"rS 1°b8B’Ved from Osaka plQhetarium 
^ons ?fplosio^n>the light was visible

for five seconds. Salisbury pointed out 
Donomers.Why weren-t the two moons observed

earth and a search was made with a larger* 
ie 0fSiAfip7+ dmscbvepr-2alisbury asks the

4. ° imPerisc inions in the existing
Satellites were launched into orbit between



-, -- xk -LlUUXult
-evolves at a distance of 5

’-t Dhobo?ttWe'? ce^es?&owwer,so d 
L"u /hobos travels at a height of 3 7? 
surface of the pl.net. ' 3,7C

almost circular alb both lie in
01 the Martian equator.Being so near fl

lSZ°l,Deim9S:Ttas are nXScVlSger than^-10 

ess in' different *“■ Lond0n-A ^udy of the
enr i . f-rts °f their variations in brightnel

•On.Pfaohn.n -n -m<>B aJ

he z Xir:tf^“:r:^oTgs who * -p- “M «:sr:o^tiai sh°°k °f r*afc that mp urst robot-satellite lands on i ^o ■ * Sallsbury predicted thatplanet witvitM
Early observer^ did^Tknow °« °®‘ ^-srlellites_of iaars' L

detection for so -/va™y’at the opposition of- -^7 The r=p=„ I S refl 
ejects Xah/Ten thr°^ * W XZt’k ‘ f" S!
Mars itself. — llght 13 swamped by the XU TEE 1

Tb.„Q + ' or.-Uiand

sss S . .. -..X^oV^ 12>50° miles ab°ve ?he
The orbits of the two satellite- 

same plane,within one or two degree! 
^^y’?°b0S “°Ves m0I'e rapidly SL 
,7h 39m,whilst Deimos at o omL+ -

We know nothing about tfe surf^T*’^68 3°h 
because event ii/a powerful teler-

-Si!“ed n-om-tfie:

parent parts XthS IrbS sh^ + - - _____ ______

eep the same face turned towards J bh? »rim^\e and D
IcjKennethXlardle - ' “ i--^ry>.^

,__ 14^00 miles

ofOrbi 
Deimo

:__ _ --I.; LIAR.T SATELLITES



- soon there will he no for the

-f _ — _ —- - send in your contributions to the 1972 combozine,

full 
I 

•• '

7 azv^r 2-_ . L_-_ in pur section as I'll do a write-up as AE...
£ Z2T '? ~7 ’-"7. ..err be able to make that a bit later but for ghus 
-t nzve zn. 177 naw just be possible that you could bring it to the 
zr be .vz - - - r r- to the last minute,.and would like to number the

□ a Table of oznrenos.'
z z zn - ~ ~ - . - - - - —_zren and illustrated contribution and, since KENCH 
17.-- -_zked tzzoz 7 77?__ nzT be advertised in the individual sections, this is

zz ~ zin 7 77?.- -zzu can do that after reading KENCH’s bit), but
z z T-~ a s'fbserlz 'ior. for VI KWfOTNT. •' - • •
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. 1926 saw the first SCF. Prozine, Hugo Gerrw?nrkr<, , • ,
remains with us, for yaa~s it led a fi^id -r-h-? . ' sl'~ck ° dazing’, which still 
of 1930 ‘Astounding Stories of Super ScXnX M the ^TOng
later, under F. Orlin Tremaine fcEan . ”as.launched and some four years
years later under the editorial goXs of tte lat=Thn

. ° J-aT'^ 'Jonn i/v. Campbell.
Gathering momentum through th^ Inf a Hn'o rx

an S.F. boom, but it could not last Sv wartime restrictions, came
especially the band-wagon iumn—s werA x^3 °VGr and Whines,substandard material bid beZw^rS F°r SSVeral
the more banal magazines that suffe-eX X CrU?ch came it was not °W
Stories' were notable losses “Xunil 't XJSS and Thrilling Wonder 
were rising. 'The Magazine 1 Fanta-v and bUt nOW two new ^s« 1%9 and 195O an^ fy thls timeXiTXcc^XToXXXXrTX'quality

« wFSX'ttKaysg-g*overtaken the Ziff Davis pair of 'Amazinr XndX - , another boom baby had 
Soon to cone were its three consecutiv^ears of XXwrdX gainil« fast- 

XXhX' had folded ThtXlSiVend of^ebuW ’leftto g°nS’

oblivion thjs iXi^'WeXorSs SenXlict^nDtl F“tafy.' faded XXlyTX 

though John Carnell's 'New Writings in SF- hadlJw be|uXo appeal

'Vision oZlomorrow' waXotkoXnlrelMel^S ?uallty ventures. The death of 
send it beyond hope of recall The 1X? ; ^uprise and bad distribution helped 
/till born and the single issde Xlds XX S°r°ery'’
reminded me of -’.Unknown’) p^obabiv m^rf — ■ ■ ±’ °m ^rlaxy (which almostdevotees than the averaged rtder X ---- ^ot’he ’golden age- and S&S 
recent illness (he was hospitalised witf-bl;WfS?s)'. JopefuUy John Carnell's 
vathin the field and both InX Dobson X “S WOrk

New Writings' series. On this front T 11 con^nue to produce the
problems within the Dobson organisation. ‘ regret’ rumo^s of financial

the SuperXXl'/orilinatly noHtnl S^JXre t 'X Wlitlng in and 

being an 'overstocked market', however --1 ^etohave appeared 'horror' 
this volume will, it seems, makelr bretrW““ the Pi^line. Sales of 
current British publications to avoid tS tthe way thinSs are 1 want 
the other hand 1 am not a 'horror' fan so. b°mb °f their Predecessors, on

regular publisher. re-tirth does include aits new form is a queeti^SlXhe fu^StTX^r in

'OrbitVSt
Orbit series which are helped alon^ ’___ >- ’ lblnS° and Damon Knight’s

these I should be reluctant ^ha^e ediV J ^^aCk J00m.' Much as 1 ^3oy 
speak. The traditional type of S.F. Proz-’n-’X ’^"defs deprived of a place to 
literature and continues to perform*a usef - ction unique in the field of

I
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King Lug of Lugoula •„ planet Zui’gon 
has a problem. By ?r dissatisfied
subjects may select champions who then attempt 
to murder the kin- ir -? - -loyal Eaxe1., The 
originators, of uhao ■ is? ■■..■■' realised that -’nv 
king is oourd no rzs"._i? - o*_o of his sub-ear. 
and thus provided a -.z help any monarch 
intelligent enough z: t. It, In time the 
(on the right; . .. _ -3 -r the maze an
solving it became an as^jEal problem. Another 
year has passed r.' 1- - / s faced with
another map.

The ’nap1 cf zhe looks lake a oh s- 
board (well it is _r.-s_ . r. time; and \h-
squares on it 1? = rest in the same way;
tke APS King’s lock 8), -ind the exit at the bottom
rign-j Q£! VQueen’s _-x.> ' . Zhu 2> unshaded squares (other than In and Out), have 
each been assign- i Three 1 utezs and each lettez cf the alphabet (except Z),

three A7 the alphabet exists only once, two of the three
eS'f? ~ r'. - fakes. King lug’s probit. is to decide which of the

“ ,*L&_ref~ • —c— -- ^ne ore safe rof. t. rough the maze. Eis danger lies
-jfie zacljit A is _2-.ssin, D doom and _ y. executioner : K is a killer, E a 
murderer and T the Ung’s to^i. If he crosses of those- he dies.

nach square iris - x entered and left from side-and not a corner. Which is 
rhe care route.

live in either Assam

■ for whiles in one American
J<? ; :b uilegaZ r English taxi’s must 

bale of y - ' feed the horse). Other j.laces
Iso rrwe ludicrous lame. :.n Indian one though has now 
vi wenderec zmynze.e,, -_-r American union decision.

Tyrj?-; I’gerj. Burning bright
-ai rhe f01 cats of the right) 
tfhat immu-tal hand or eye, 
Covld frame thy fea.-.ful symmetry?

-;ionxs io '•'i ,0'JG workers translating pelts to fur coats 
who are refusing to handle the fur, William Blake's 
zyger can burr. or..

>.ibn uiie exception Ol Assam ar.d Utter Pradesh, tiger 
snooting in India has been banned because the species 
was being exterminated and required saving. You may 
vizier why this law should require help but as it stands 
tnere is one small fl-/: ziztually all remaining tigers 

cr Utter* Pradesh,

A3 in some crystal safe ny life t:3a wait. and waiting kno;?
No key nor veiT^ n^all 1 For =his x hol^Aj^“to

want tnen soon. be tl,ue<
oeyond the stars my love, I'll wait for you. 

Edward Allen.
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These four pages are meant 
to give some idea of what will be 
found in Viewpoint. Since it is 
a genzine, forcasting contents is 
not easy, so the result is called 
Hope’s Time Machine„ My aim is 
oo give each issue a, general 
theme, without insisting that all 
tne contents stick ridgidly to it,. 
Currently the subject is Cons 
while there are plans for others 
on religion, FTL travel and 
pollution.

The front page shows our 
lighter side as do the Progress*' 
iuems, with the Prozine article 
for counterbalance. Issues 
normally have a quiz and some 
fiction, here Royal Maze and the 
poem Lament. Illustrations vary 
from Vanish to serious (the 
n-'atermass one beside this blurb..'
yVosc pages contain examples from
"erry Jeeves. Dave Rowe and Andrew Stephenson. Normally there is an editorial a 
le-b-uer column and sometimes reviews of SF with the addition of anything suitable, 
icinally it is hoped that some future issues will contain items from professional SF 
writers, several are promised., 

iim PROGRESS?

_ Only recently have the authorities 
oegun bo realise the social/financial 

_.mplicacions behind noisy aircraft. Now that new types 
of aircraft require a quietness certificate, the areas 
around majoi" airports, at present almost unbearable, will 
gradually become less so, as older ones are withdrawn 
Vroir service. This will eventually result in a noise 
reduction of ebout but even this can hardly be 
expected to satisfy those living nearby. In years to 
.one we may expec u the introduction of ever more 
sbiingent s tandards,

The ridiculous thought occurs to me that if in the 
■Tuuure a visitation from space does land on one of our 
many airports, the crew might be arrested for uiaking too 
much noise< No? Vfell, it was just a thought.

. Viewpoint (which is also the name of the small creature on the 
lef Q is edited and put together by Fred Hemmings with artistic 
advice from Dave Rowe who also prints it. Copies are available at 
lOp per issue plus postage from 20, Beech Rd., SLOUG-H, SLJ 7DQ, 
Bucks., or by contacting me at the Con.

Solution to the quiz in the next issue. /^7/q


