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THIS IS TH: SECOND OMPL COMBOZINE.

last year,1971, we als  did me, ard parded wmt tvo or tnrec rurdred at
the convention. Mayhap this has had an effect on contributicns because we
were #issapcinted in the results it hac; ie;. no wave of pecile
clammouring 5 joine

MEA?, oh, well, GiP: is an 4Pie 4m 5B.?, oh...well, What nanpens you
see is that a dogen or tventy or fifty even, people all Join tcgetner,
(Wo William, we are NOT playing trat sor . of game!) I'1l stert acaine.

An 4Pa Bas an editor (there are other officers). To tnis edit-r
each member sends a bundle of megezine. HIS magazines,profuced ty him,
Containing articles,stries,shatter,reviews,pocms,art ete,, ad irfinitum,
by the e¢Gitor or his "frierds". Eack,dc staic the <bvious,of tnesc zines
is duplicated,indentical apart from inky finger meks, beer stairs and
other hazar(s of the trade, The NUble issociation Editor. (me...)
recieves thés bundle, and bundles of zines from the other members, ard
by dashing around in a sort of fremsy soon has (instead of,say,20
ddecks of identical zines) 20 stacks, ezch consisting of -ne zine from
each member. (wviola, etc).

In an 4iPi of, say, 20 members, witn an activity requirement(tnat
means how many pages —read sides—- y'u nzve t2 contribute each year)
of, sat, 10pp, each member should; by simple calculation; contribute a
minimm of 10pp a year, ard recieve im roturn 190pp... of course the
guality of the contribuitions vary, Sererding on s many factirs that
it would take a bhook t2 describe threxs

To get the sorted burndles »f zires + the menbers the AE generally
resorts o desperate measures; ies;= the dreaded GPO. For this service,
(freighting the gAIA zines) tne GEC ckherges an cxcessive toll, maybe
as much as 25 or 30 pence a buncle, 2, 7ith L4 bundles a yecar the postage
cost, per meober will be 80ps

Mow we in OMPL currently charge 80p annual dues, (but they may have ,
to go up) and we're not making any momey. W8 have, fop instance ,becn
using Jiffy bags,7p a time...and incidental things like running crsts '
more than take un each members duese.

Our activity requirement is 20 sife 2 year, 20 sides'il! why,mist '
of the recent ner membérs have teen putiing more than that into tneir
first mailingt

anyhow, I'1ll say no mrre. If tee icea interests you, tolk to some
MPAn, write t» me,the iE.

KEN CHESLIN, 36 Chapel Street.Wordsley,Stourbridge,DY8 5P,
Jorcs., BEml=rd,

new members welcome,British or Lmerdiczae 2r any fan who wants in; though
distance is a dissadvantage as far es dime/meils go, e used t° have

a2 large American section, about ore rird of the total, 7e wuuld like
to see that aglin. There does not seem o be tne same arglo-american
camradie there was back in 7th fordiom.

right, youse guys, Jjine (RPN < .. « - -« «  XIPC




are you sitting comfortallys

then we!ll begin the story of

BRIAN AND THE ENCHANCTD TEIEPHONE DIRECTORY

by

GENTWAL P, OTFIGR, P.U.B. and bat,

Sharter Qne

One disgustinaly rairy d=y in Jonuary, Brian was in a hurry. He
was half an hour late meeting Iisa for their weekly game of chess, and
goshwowboyoboy, would she be annoyed! But first he had to deposit a
parcel with the mysterious ard dreaded G.P.Q. This organisation would,
on payment of an extorticrefe amount of protection money, or "postage",
promise to do their best not to damage your letter or parcel whilst
conveying it more or less to its destination. :

Just in time for the afiernoon raid, or "collection", Brian dashed
up to the gang HQ, someiimes called a "post office", and pushed his
offering into the gosing mombth of the collection-box. It bore the mys—
tic words:

lMike and Pat Meara,
L ,

=Phas

3
TaMaston Road,

and in addition, a magic inc:ntation to ward off the evil spirits of
the nnils:

with ccre — Magnetic Tape.

Chantanr Twg

Many blissful hovrs loter, after almost winning two gomes, Brian
was leaving the honse of Iica when he was struck by a Terrible Thought.
« "Boinnngg!" it went. Picking himself up out of the chrysanthemums, he
realiged with horrc: that he hadn't paid the G.P.0. their protection
money for the parcel. Xnces knick-knack-knocking with dread, he word=
ered what to 7o. “I'1] phone Mike", he said, "Paul's got the number".
So first of all he phoned Paul,

"Sorry ol'! chap", said Paul. "The number's in my address bodk,
back at Kilometre Begirning Street, don't y'know." So Brian decided to
try the Director of Encuiries, After twenty minutes the Director answ-
ered the phone, and Brian explained his plight. "Numbersnotlisted d




said the Director curtly, and rang off.

Not satisfied with this, Brian decided to visit the Shrine of the
Socred Telephone Directoriecs and check for himself, After a long and
arduous journey by BUSS, a fearsome creature which walks on wheels and
growls continually, he arrived at the Shrine, only to find that it was
as the Director had said,

Undismayed, he turned to the Directory for the city of Ull, in the
realm of Yurkshur, for he knew that there Mike's forefathers and five-
mothers had dwelt for many generations. But Alas! The name of Mee-rah
was to be found six times therein, and only one could be the true Mee—
rah, the Mee-rah of Mee-rah's,

With this, Brian's last horz was gone, and he despaired. All he
could do now was to write to Mike, bezging him not to think too harsh-
ly of Brian for having to pay double protection money on the parcel. So
this he did, with mvch sorrowing.

Chapter Three

Meanwhile in the far off D!r B, city of the three and seven stars,
in the dark land of Midd, disgustingly early one disgustingly rainy day
in January, Mike was awskened by o *SF&E+ at the door. Sleepily he kick-
ed his concubine, Pat, indieating that she should, as usual, get up and
answer it. Some moments later, as if in a dream, he heard a strange voice
demanding rionies to the tune of

e ne
E vénteen pe e hey noony-nonny, fal-di-lah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

As the concept of paying out zZoney percolated through the layers of
his sleep-sodden brain, Mike was shocked nearly into almeost semi-congciou-
snegs. He was anazed to find that the source of this depletion of monet-
ary substances was a parcel from Brian, With a Zlash of Sherlockian brill-~
iance, Mike's intrepid thinking ecompartment leapt to the right conclusion:
Brian hHad forgotten to stick the stomps on. Instead of stamps, the parcel
bore this strange device:-

LIABLE ™ sdcond
CLans RATE

!,/ Pos1ib 9mMPAD

it T i SebfioientTeY
pAY PREPA'D




The following day, Mike was only mildly surprised to receive a
letter from Brian ezplzininz the matter. Reassu_ea, he tore up the
threatening letter he'd bzer about to post, and set off for work as
usual »

Chopher Four

Meamiile, back in YmChesedFer, that Forthern town where no un~
escorted lady i- safe by nizkt or day, Brion had spent a restless
night, wondering when the vengeance of the Mee-rcho would descend on
him. Suddenly the beantiful Wolnuuwbcrpleez, natron saint of telephone
operators, appeared to kiz inm a dream. She +01d hinm of the Enchanted
Telephone Directory, the magic book in which is written the nane,
address and number of svewy subscribsr in the realm. She showed hin
the great volume, brund in thz hide of the fabled golden polecat of
Pythonland, and said t&as, bocouse of his gentle and courteous manner
toward telepkone operz3ors everyvhere, she was prepared to grant hin
the knowledge of the number he sousht. OClasping an Evvaflo Riteright
Dinkipen in her siivery h2:d, she inccribed the sacred symbols on a
sheet of Nevelthr, the pepsr you can trust, This she placed on his
bedside table, and then vanished without a sound. ‘

3

Awckening, Brisa ivembled, and it wasn't just the D.T.s. Slowly
he stretched oub a harn? 203 picked up the paper. He hardly dared-to
look; could it be that e *nformation which he had sought for so
many long, wear“HQMﬂ pinvies was at last within his grasp? Could it
be that the writer is tryinz to build up the tension and failing mis-
erably? Yea! Sureien _gL, “kere was the number, gleaming faintly in
the darkncss, With o :3:E~nuei sigh, he fell back into bed and slept,
dreaning hapny freams of the day he would beat Lisa at chess..

Skanter Five

The following doy, beck in gang HQ, the Director of Enquiries
fumed and paced the ficer 2f his office. Big sples, known to the
general public oaly £z pocien, had informed hinm of Brian¥s noctur-
nal visitor, and he was vezy angry. This wos the second time this
year that top sccret informaiion such as someone's phone number had
leaked out in this way. anl the G.P.0's inefficiency record wwis in
danger of being ruirc!, F. hod to think of a plan to get revenge on
Brian, Mike and Wotnumberplecz, to show them that he, Sha-ri, was not
to be trifled with. Sudd-nly a slow smile passed across his face.
When it had gone, the raclisation of what he nust do hit hin like a
ton of bricks, It WAS = %on of bricks. Removing the waste-paper
basket which had somchow become affixed to his nether regions, he
observed that one of the bricks wns different from the others, On
examining it closcly he found that it was engraved with the details
of a very interesting plen. A very slow smile passed across the

Directors face; it was quite late in the evening before it had finally
goneﬂ s 0




eosoSone time later, Mike received another tape from Brian, and
was relieved to see that the full amount of protection money had been
paid on it. Putting away his air-pistol, which he always carried when
answering the door to the postman, he prepared to play the tape. He
was surprised to find that it was an urgent appeal for information,
which Brian wished ilike to commtnica®s to him as soon as possible via
telephone. Little did Mike know, but apart from that, little did
Mike know that this was all part of the evil Sha-ri's plan of revenge,
and that Brian had been forced to record the tape under the threat of
geelng his Heinlein, collcetion destroyed page by page before his very
eyes.

Unsuspecting, .fke searched through Brian's old letters in an
attenpt to find the phone number, without success. The only alternat-
ive was to phone the Director of Enguiries. After scveral ninutes-
spent portinTing the phone to work, he finally got through to the
"Operator™, onc of the Dircector's many minions, and explained his pro—-
blen, "Robinson?" said the Cperatory "ROBINSON??7?? D'you know how
nany Robingons thpre are in Hanchesier, you horrible little subscriber?
There's. ..there's SCHMILLIONS of them, at least. Normally of course
we wouldn't mind looking, but in your case" the Operator cackled cvilly
"in YOUR case I'm afraid it?s cut of the question. You'll never fird
out, d'you hear? HMever, ngvax, ViR, JEVER, NEVERNEVERNEVERNEVER!!!!IV
There was a click as +he line wenb d“ad

"Dear Brlan“ the letter begen. "I tried to phone you, I really
trlodqc-uﬂ-" &

Brian and the Enchanted Telephome Directory, or
Battling Brian and lMighty Mike wersus the Terror of fhe G.P.O., or
The Terrible Dangers of a Viwvid Imesination, or

How We Succeeded in Writing Something for the OMPA Combozine Without
Really Trying.

B SEUE I 326 63 I IO B S 3 WO R RR U ***25**%&*-}.‘*%*******#**** R HRHE

This thrilling wonder story was written for Brian Robinson by Mike
Meara, for no reason othoer than the fun of it. It is herewith don-
ated to the OMPA-Combozine 1972 with the compliments of:—

Mike and Pat WVear cditors of LIEE, Flat A, 5 Kedleston Pd Derhy,
Brian Robinsc: & Daul Skelton, edifors of HELL, 9 Linwood Grove,
Z:L agster, M2 AQH and
Lisa Conesa (horein mentioned), sditor of ISEULT, 54 Manley Road,
Whalley Range, Ahnc::szer, Mé6 8HP,
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For some years =% L have been toying with the idea of writing a
SF story whose bacloround wes an interplanetry or interstellar wars What
I wes mostly inbercsied in, I confess, was the morking out of my ideds
rather than writinc 2 story. The basic premise was that therc would be
attacks on intersteliz> irade r-utes, that skips would pass at some
times near stars, =2rd tzz% the enemy, in tremendously protected ships,
would lurk near such gleces; attack, and then hide in the depths of the
stars athmoshere. I'm mci 2t all surc that z2n interplanctry war is
possible, althougrh =2r interstellar one might bee. Let me explain.

There is in irtergierncty war the knovlegé of the cmemies home
planet; a ruthless erery wuld find some way to destroy the home planct,
though of course tre emeny might also destry him, The simplest form of
such destruction I z22r $aipnk of is in biologiczl attacks on animal,
(including humen} =2rd slant life. Thatever precautions something would
zet through.

On the <tner herd 3t is possible that an interstellar war might
te fought, with 1imitei losses, because the home planets were not
knowne It may te thzt the object of such a war would be %o discover and
destroy the nome plani(s). It depends upon how "civilised" the wasr was,

I will surmariily dispose of two items thrown up in recent QUPA
articles. 1, glctular srzceships with @wives of a mature to rcquire
shielding,iec; atomic rezetion devices, 2. the psychological straims of
space travel.

1. Unlcss tre drive is very efficlent, which in interplanetxry
times I doubt, havirg frrust tubes pointing in tne six cardimal
directions is wasteful, it raises radiation hazards, it vastly incrcases
the woight, and t2X%es up more space than it saves, and gives more
things to gn wrong. (I ax open to reasoned argument).

A simple sirgle direction motor,flipping the ship to deocellerate,
ard a few steerins jets, are all that efficiency demards. Also,unless
some sort of lowspced ramjet is possible, even tne best motor cammot
be used contimiously because of the problems of carrying sufficient
reacti-on mass. The test encine must throw out something.

2. Submeriners of $oday operatc under conditi ms psychologically
not very different from space ship crews. Explosive decompressicn is
hardley less unplezgznt than explosive implosi:n.(er..conpressizm?) -

The object of war is to5 force the enemy to submit to your will,
This entails the destruction of the enemics will to resist. This may
be accomplished by destr:ying the cnemies ability to resist,plus of
course effective propaganda.




Destroying the encmys ability,and/or will, to resist may be
accomplished in a fuv ways, :

1o the ncgation of the encmies defences.

2. the destruction of encmy populatione

Obviously 1 mokes 2 possible, while 2 eventually mekes 1 pogssible,

Take 2 first. Bacteria 7ill take care of this, humen,animal or plant.
If you destroy any of these you have "won",., Tt my be that ithe

cpulation, or a part of it, may be protected. But it is otherwise f.r
plants. Destry plants and you destrsy the food chain. Artificial
mamfacture of food may of course be pP-ssible on such a scale that none
of these work, There rcmain the destruction of rescources and commuinic-
ations. Either of these will cripple the war effort and starve the
population. However it may be possible %o devise some form of protection
for scources and communications on the rlanct, It rcmains therefore %o
destroy the enemies means of deferce., These might be divided into two
party. Planetry and spacial. ¥e will ascume that planetry defences necd
systematic reduction; this being impossitle while tne gpace arm is
effectivly opposing the "besiegers",., Trerefore fhe first objeect, or
prime object, might be to elimenate tre spacial defencés. This would of
course not be easy, as every ¢ffurt would be devoted to protecting the
home planet,

leaponry may be divided into 47o r2ris, Detection and destruction.
Obviously detection devices mst loom important as without dcetection it
would be..er.,.difficult to destrcy eitner an attacker or a defender,

I imagine that it would nt be necessary for a planct to import
supplies during such a war. Unless something really vital turns up in
the way of strategic mteriald, Trere?-ré systems such as the convoy
system would no% be necessary in an interplantry war.(though it mignt
in an interstellar one), Familiar practices we would see, I imagine,
are keeping frec (and conversly "besieging"/ of "ports", escoris for
capital ships and mineficlds, weapens #nld no doubt inelude; solid
shot projectiles,explosives, "comventi-ral" and atomic, various types
of chemicals, for imstance in, say, ceramic mines wnich douse the
enemy wita a corrosive (etc) substeamce, oh, an? guided missiles of
course., ;

The weapons mist be able 4o get through,Therefore they mush
evede detection »r destruction -r b.t.. This they may do by beimng too
fast to avcid, or.indctectable ; Say Tadiation transparcnt subsiunces,
or metalless substances. To avid electromagretic, or magnetic doiect
ion, or detection by their mass, “r be disguised up to the last possible
moment as something harmless; or normeily avoidable, or confusion of
detection/destruction devices.
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,%orpedoes,s~lid skot zuns, Mincficld my be
different types of =incs,lzayed in diffcrent
czc relativly imeotile. Jugding by provisus

we=s I Son'S Thinw meliscrents will be tec worried during tne war about
wye grotless of glsprine mires lajd in Fartime.

Mincs, I oam exwisase scveral types of mine, The main ones might
Dercacs be Sividsd inde 2ctive and passive mires, That is mines that
perate,zct,exvlicfe im = ceoriein set cf circumstances; and passive

=i-p=, =nizh operaSe om dspect. Of the Pirst ot it scems inevitable
tnet poris of dhes =:5® beimetalic, or emplay some sort of electro
. Tnese =i=rnt te detectatle, tut again, might be laid in
=t Tr the tize they are detected they are already doing
, le; Zeozizg the detectee, I can emvisage this type of
t in o>zis, or set on courses taking them into arcas
~coupied Ty the emeay. (meybe destroying themsclves if not operated
irnside some tlme . A& field uf this type need not have each mine
2itted with complicsted eguipment. A sincle "mster" may control
“s *, mnicr it remotely detomates when a turget gets
m2tnin rerce. (shize emif feasably conirol these too as an added
ferpe factor,). Ozer mines could be swn with various proximity
light or heasw, and of course there cculd be devillinhly mixed
s of rines; you Jetect some, exploade sore, but the solid ones,
eramic tnes 2r:z ummar=ed, One would not care pass near any seem-
im-cert meisor shower/storm. Ceramic mines,with or without
1oding/cctivatine devices I ratner like the thought of. It may be
tue tnait a pirg-porg sized ball of pottery, travelling at rclativly
slow speeds, wuld zmot cause the enemy crippling damage. Yet it would
te most amnoying $0 kave 40 send men out tc slap patches on pinholé
leeks czused Tty me or twv: of these. and in war narrassment of the
ercry is impariont, 3% Xeeps him from buildinc up his full cffectiv-
mcss by petty Srritztiors, & few swarms of these set on a coursc for
e plancet micht cezuse =man constornation. They @would interfere with
sattelites ir ortit,mxnting detection gear ome imsgines; it would
make the encmy t=2Xe ewasive actiob; it would certainly make nim
Qivert some eff i (from nis attack effort) intc the detection and
rullification of thesc 2rnoyances. Besides, whils to say that some
are 1ot losded witm bacteriz?. The defence system of 2 planet in such
a war would have ©o te complicated, wide, expensive in equipment and
mitcrials a3 men.
Torpedses or guided missiles, apart from the part they would
play in planctry tosberdment would be quite useful in cases of ship
actions. Compuct treired,high acceleration missiles could outspeed
ard wtmanouver 2w m=rred space vessel., Trnorefore mammed vessels would
have to carry detection devioes,(the enemy has heard about computors
'boo) , anti-missiles, =2nd survival devieces. The first might be mounted
in drones scoutirs ine space all round a manmed ship or fleet of
ccurse, to give more Tme for action to be taken in defence or in
offence, Varicus types of "guided" missiles spring to mind, but these
can be segregabed,T tnir’, intu two kinds, The straigntforward(lii?
anti-missile amd tre s2lvo missile which homes .n the cremy, and the
"bloodhourd" whick n 't -nly firds the enemy but is cquipped to give
him a good long, fast ckhase, The first might be more useful in ship
of fleet ercounters; the other in purshit encunters.

b
ha
o
/24

:

RO
o !
o)

=4

m
b}
s}

¥




I see also a use for solid shot missiles. But sbvicusly these have
fairly fixed roles. They mignt be used t- supplenent $rrpedoes, ard
fired by computdr of courses caleulated o converge witn the enemy,

It seems likely that these have a limited use novever as you weuld have
€0 fi11 an awful 1ot of spacc with trem %9 have a chance of hitting an
encmy taking evasive action, even the limited evasive action that a
spacc ship is capable of, at ranges measurcd in tens of miles, They
would probably be too slow %> get near enough to do damnge, However,
the enemy would have +o know that they were solid shot, and not guided,
and he would have to expend fuel on evasive actins. Thus irritating the
enemy and weardng down his reserves, 7hittling down his capacitics to
mke effective war. Come 1o that a pail of garbage, or "window" might
have a part $» play in space war.

Detection gear. Radar,magnetic,mct21,neat, light,mss,even the
occulation of stellar btodiss. With tne assumption that science will
mke progress in the nexi counle of murdred years in compbtors, in
electrimagnetic hardware ctc., it is not %o impossible to belive that
& space ship, or a "master" missile could surrourd itself with an
array of detection gear comprised ~f 211 tne Imagination of scientists
culd provide. Even when ships and missiles are travelling at nundreds
of miles pér second it is doubtful i? they could sutspeed radar imp-
ulses. Therefore radar will still te effective. Indced there scems
little reason why "7ateh/listening pesis" could nnt be sent ~ut in
grat rumbers, perhaps on fixed, perraps on wanering courses, which
would inform a beligerent of the oreserce of an enemy passing within
its rarge. (sclfdestructs might be recessary,and/or protective
missiles or devices carried). (really a trovelling minefield ocum
detcctor) . The use made of informati -z f course deperds off the
circumstances. Certain of the devices used will of course be of such
a nature that they emit radiaticn of vari us forms. In that cose it
is only likely that devices will te m=le to detect changes in maznedic
Tields caused unmaturally; devices irnat will detect metal at arcat
aistances, devices that can detect trme heat of guite small bodices of
relativly low heat at great distances. (astronomers alrecady use some
of these). Lignt,probably not emitted =5 spacesnips ctc., would at
leas't take clementry precautions, mizht be detected even refleched
from bodiecd painted the blackest sgace mavy black, the mass of a
ship, unto an unimaginably small armoant, might be detccted by means
yet to be develOPGQ/perfccted...axﬁ, urlikely tnough it may secm a
the moment, given computor devel -omert ard tne development of more
sensitive eqipment, even the ncoulatisn cof a star,or the milkyway, by
an object as small as a snip might te debected at some hurdreds of
miles. The beauty of this ferm of deicctor is that it does nothing to
tell the emeny that he is detected.

As I've said, the factor militatine sgainst (?) interplanetry
wars is the vanernbility of plapets. Tris would mean thot acainst a
Hit@er-like opp-nent a planct cwuld rever be safe, T may mean though
that having to bear the safety of trneir planets in mind such a war
might be conducted more or less in o “gentlemanly" manner, casualtics
beirng in the fighting services urtsil deadlecle, or until one side is
80 worn down that a negstiated pemce iz possible, oh, whe knors,man
might even come %o discard the use & wars; but I doubt it. Z%L

KEN CHESLIN. March 1972, 36 Chapel Strect,Words ley,Stourbridge,
DY8 5P Weres., Erzizand.
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ev=iznca of 2 giant satellite-station erbiting the earthg

i ery good eviderce cf such a satellite in euter
i Mars, Top assrincmers on both sides of the
that Phobes,core of the tgﬁ meons of the
ey indication cE being hollew,englosed
y intelligent creatures.
moon,Deimos,were £iscovered in 1877 by U.S

oy

ZsTrozomer ss&ézn Zell.lfelr estimated sizes 2re ten and five miles in
diz=sTer respertivziy,muicn is small for a mecn or asteroid.If such bodies
arg 2xiifizizl zroducts e technoleg y,they represent an achievement
ebsclutely teyomé the comprehension of eariha scientists. To push sur own
setclittes,wnich sre =mezsuepkd in feet,past the gravitational field takes
i=gersc pCwer,Ia 1iZ: 2 five or ten~milegwide body intc space is almost
2" inkatle unless = device neutralising gravity is used.Scientists are
zireed onm cme Thiws emdp soeut UFO's:that thmeiz Zovortuuwe. t wovements
A U exzleizsrle =y the use 6f non-gravity power.It is therefore
lizeiy tznat tke UF0's sre at least remotely connected with the mysterioms
Biiders gf Facrtos,
Zver wWith & == =7 reutaliser,the censtruction of Phobes would be
&= immense fesl.is Dr.llizde W.Tombaugh was guated:
"Zusiing wp such z s=:clizie would severely stzain the capabilities of even
z wexrid rick it rossEesas,
ZZe extreme zeowerir of =ineral resoures on Mars would have deprived them
2L the necessary m=xexrizls, o .
Sut Dr.Tombaugh z=s =z1sc said that it is Dossible for us to visualise
9
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Technclogy =illioms 2Z years ahead of our own.Such a technology might
zeve *uilt Phcnos elgzazere in the universe or even learned to make
Texrlz sting metal fre= zze dead rock of HMars.

3ut we're spsculztirg,let's rdake a leck. at a few impartial facts
d expert opinices,

In 1563,Rayme=s =, ilson,chief of applied mathematics for the National
ferpragtics and Spece sizinistration,was quoted as saying:"Space probes
zre now being prepere =z determdne if Phobos is actually a huge orbiting
sreéce station.”

Jr.fWilson was referring to Mars Mariner Program to send satellite s
aipped with "life-Zetection packages" and TV cameras orbiting Mars,

2z when the Marirers »elzyed photos by the dozens as well as masses ef
ther data on Mars z2rné her moons very little was reksased to the public,:
ere's a2 cold war ax"

+ Russia would exzztl

D 'N
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D

The government dsaad.Were they actually afraid
2 base on Mars?
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ean hlle Russiz wzs_ g eat dea T, Mars research hersgelf,
et scfe %15? Was IirSsT pro%osea bha% Bcth Martian meons are ar 1flc1a1.

hello)
ssia's leading plaretary physicists,Iosif 5.5 Shklovsky,heads the Department
Padio Astrenomy at the Sternberg Astronomical Institute in Moscow.In
sor.Shklovsky putlished the results of his obeservations and calculations
he "liartian Trizngle",ldats,Phobos,and Deimos and their gravitational
ction upon each other which,he insisted,could enly be explained

otn meons were piazed into orblt and 1nte111gently constructed from
ciweight materisls such as aluminium,
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rave to assume,"Dr,Shilovsky atated,"that Phebes is hellow inside,some-




2, Both Martian moons, Phobos ang Deimos, are extremmly vlose te llars,
Fhobos is only 5,000 miles from the Planetts surface,
3e Unlike al]l natpral moons, Fhobos moveg in its orbit over three times a88
as Mars.This is impossible for a natural eon,according.to accepted astroneg
theories. : :

No natural satellite aanp Move faster than the planet it circles, becajise b
planet angd satellites originally made from the samo Substance weye travellin
the same Speed,

4 .FPhobos +1g slowing dawn ang falling towards ..ars,
Its actions duplicate tha motions of ail man-madc satellites put in orbit tmL’
U.S.and Russia, ¢ 0 , ! > *::
- World scientistg greeted Shiklovgky! g theory with mixed emotions;but o -
he outspokon Russian hag dared tn breal the ice on an idea that nhag been oﬂ!¥
%or yeéars~the idea that there was intelligente on Mars-scientists studied nill=
calculations.ﬁany flocked to his suppur:, %

"Phobos may be a huge orbiting city fi;."g_‘ed with men,wqrgeygn__d children® he &%
"The other~moon,®eimos,might be onevtgoLn R ’ﬁ";':'J viovelidn

,iggagrecment:alsovcamb from Dr.Fred~ﬁoy;e,§st:6 hyg;@iét;é{profgggor ¢f as
at Cambridge University;Emglaﬁggéna ST277 membey 3¢ both the lit,.ilson and P
observatories in California, "This is thc.oply theory I have heard that cove
mysteries of these two moons",he gaig,

Dr,.3,.IRBR Singer,proiessor of astronomy at the University cf Maryland,a ,
key figure in the NASA MNarg Frobe Program,added hig agrecment %It Shkiovsky'4r
are accurate,then Phobes coilg be artifipial,hgllow,and therefore mage by live
creatures,“he saad, £ P .

Some scientigst disagreed with Shklovshy. Dr.EC.Slipher,director emeritu;
the Lowell Observatory mnéar Flagstaff,érizona,echoed the:majority of Shklovs
critics when he stated it wolld be physicall& impossible to orbit such & sate
"That's no argument,"retorted Dr,Singer."That's like saying the Egyptians coy
have built the pyramids," v ' . ‘L"

Shklovsky Propesed his owny ideas as 2o why the Martians woulg bulid two g
satellites,in interview of Dr.Shklovsky published ip the Moscow newspaper Kom
-skaya Pravda created a worlg widc sernsztion.The renswned Planetary physicist ®

=3

Suggested that millions of Jears agn Fars was in a state simila» g Present-qg
earth, LThere were fcRans, ample PXygen and Civilised heings with fantastic tec
know-how. Ag the luhabitants saw theri dLygen and woter denlebing vhey irmieche
satelliteg whizh served as artific?;lV;'gnﬂtq;Suoh launChings would bhe easier
llars:than fyop farth because of Tesig#‘aYﬁvfﬁy Roed o .

The ofifcial Soviet Academy of ?,_eafes‘subsoquently indicategd official
if'not total accepvance, f hig @gans oy “Bqtiesting. shh: Shk1rvgry write a buok
extra-terrestial iife, He included a fuiy Ghiper on hig MAarA -satel]sta Theozy
book causeq tne simmering Mars. sloon "OREXOVery to again flare up upon puhlizat
Europe ang Americanmong evidence that Bhe Sate’lites wape arbificlél;Shk]ovsk
calculated that while one of "the thifty wwo kriovn mcong in the solar system or
more slowly than the#r parent planets‘Pnoth'uircles lkars ‘“threce times fifster +
Mars spins.just dike our own artifiodza wotellites, - o s e

. 4 . - - 4 . 47, Ta M 41 .
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T throughoat the srece-science comnunity,
h g atellites in the fight for survival,they could
______ =0 =0 sp3 rianet such ze €ar3a,Ferhaps Phobos and Leimos
OIr owx =mcesiors,
2leiliies wnlike - T natural. moons.are doomed to destruction as
ings ever closer fo the rarent slaneti-zgain just like nll launched
sibly ¥=rs onoc crbiied many mary meczms cach packed tight with
the Sazk Znio the gravit: grasp cof their mother planet the
Cfeted 0 earth where they were all bzt aiped out dus to hardship,
1ess in the daily Tizgzt fer syrvival.Support fer
8 3n the red colour of ders,indicating a formerly

Deimos were the 2ast of a string of orbiting

i

3 wonld be eyeinz green,oxygen~rich earth with
he3r 2 their scout ship CFO0's,waiting till F¥echnology
ed 7 to find comfort = gur buildings and food in
=ayh buman populztien itself,Fantasy,no doubt, but

2] Eh3cagin= of Shklogsky dying planet hypothesis,both
21! omt f» the race to disecwer the secrets of outer apace
= 3
~

PTogre= =mEs born,

have gone mn erground-suckinms their oxygen with them?The

e bebn-Aases established‘ﬁﬁri:g a Seviet-U,S style cold w
Ts disgovered craters on kers,scientists said they could
T =tomic bheshezrdment from the sa&sellite bases which used

o1 e skf3]ds,
gs 2 br=xz on wilgd speculaticns about his pet artificiza

1T That ks estimated sizes of the MNars moons were heged

be assumption the moon had the same reflectivity as Mams

SrEsres of tolished metal, they could have diameters of
Bech st3131 would have taken incredible technology to launch
r of exebiology at Coloredo 3Itate University, published an
caused Sn

Zntense discussion émong space scientists,In his gy
ALONE,Eew York Times science editor,Walter’'Sullivan devotes

8 Sa33isbury's ariicle and the implications it recises.Professor Salisbury
{ "== we musi concern eurselreg +“ith the Psssibilty of technological civil-
ye o= Ears, Certain atiribuis of ¥Mars and its mocrs,he wrote,are most )
s==Z od on the 2Ssumaiiorn that they are the product of inteiligent beings¥
== quE=rly referzes =g the pverculiarities of Phobos and Deimos angd to
& re ing artificial explosions on Mars obseeved from Osake Flahetarium
since 1937. In :he = gtk two"explosions",the light was visible
n ‘the lasi iwo ocezsions for five Seconds. Salisbury pointed out
s longs puzzied astponomers.Why weren't the two moons observed
€ far closer to ezrth ang & sesrch was made with a largers .
d by Asaph Hall in hig 1877 diécﬁvery.Salisbury asks the
ripuse the T

Lure of 1862 to imperfections ip the existing

the saztellites were launched into orbit between




In view of evidence for Martian beings who meintain a soper techrrol
he asserted:" we sheuld at least try to keep our minds open sh. that we ¢
“urvive the initial shock of eéncountering thep, ¥ Salisbury bredicted thav
pur first robot-satellite langs on haes,scanning the red planet witnh its
radio ears ang radar feelers, the results could be amazing, .

*****%********* X 3

SECTION IN LAROUS-E ZNCLYCDEDIA OF ASTHONOWUY O The satelliteg of - darg.
Early observers did not know of the Hartian sateliites,which are visih

in large telescopes, They were discoversd by Asaph Hall with the large ref

of Washington Bbservatcry,at the opposition CE= X8 Py, rozgsy that they e
detection for 80 long is that even through a powecrful telesc~pe they are v
objects and their teeble light is ususlly Swamped by the daazling brillian
ars itself, :

These two satellites were christency Phobes and Deimoe{ine Greek hetizi)
Fear and Terror,the attendants of ers),Phobos revolves at a disteuce of 5
and Deimos at 14,600 miles,These distarces are betwe n centres?ﬁowever,so i
subtract the radius of Mars we find ‘hot Phobos trdvels at g height of 38
and Deimos at 12,500 miles above the surface of the PGt & &

The orbits of the two satellites 2re almost circulep andr .both lie in

Same plane,within one or two degrees of the liartian equator,Being se near ilhos
primary, Phobos moves more rapidly tharn Seimos,making one gomplete revolutio
7h 39m,whilst Deimos,at o great. distance, takag 3Ch 18m,
" We know nothing about the surface appearance or composition of the satel
because cvenyt ina powerful telescepe they appear merely as 3
diameters have been estimated from taeir brightnessmand seen Y0 be about 10
for Phobos ang 5 miles for Deimes,Thus they are not much a1l :
oén earth,and they would both fit insida the bounds of London.a study of the
variaticns in brightness in different p

rarts of theip variations in brightnes
difierent parts of their erbit shews= that d1ike the Meon, Phohns ang o5 al

keep the same fzee tyrned towards #2775 Primeryi~_

(e)kennethflardle June 196 - OrbiX\ of
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sothine iz dome sbous it very soon there will be no combozine for the NEXt

-=therefors,

.
,§ ﬁ"_: ia=S maddiDs " g Sapved KENCEH s&5a- =

By the =nd of Febrosry §972 send in your cortributions to the 1972 combozine,

= TEI T[T 02 FEREOAET,..zay be sble to make that a bit later but for ghus
lets 2e% = =ove on. II ==; sust be possible that you could bring it to the
oBut I Zate %o laev: thinas fo the last minute..and would like to number the
sad o = T:=tle of comi@eris.'
Bese i: cur Grilifessly writien and illustrated contribution and, since KENCH
fomlly asked TRzt OAFA zos be advertised in the individual sections, this is
%o tell you fc Joi= OVEA (F9u can do that after reading KENCH's bit), but
tead S0 zemd = subseripfionm Por TIRWPOINT., F . -
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1926 saw the first o.. Prozine, Hugo Gernsback's 'amezing', which still
remains with us, for years 1t led a field which grew to three. At the begiming
of 1930 'Astounding Stories of Super Seience ! was launched and some four yvears
later, under F. Orlin_Tremaine, togan making the impact which culminated many
years later under the editoprial genius of the late John w, Campbell.

Gathering momentum througsh the Jate 'L0's, after wartime restrictions, came
an S.F. boom, but it could not last. 3y 1953 it was over and many magazines,
especially the band-wagon Junpers, were feeling the pPinch, For several years
substandard material had been appearing, wyet, when the ¢runch came it was not only
the more banal magazines that suffered, ‘Sbartling Stories' and Thrilling wonder
Stories! were notable losses, ‘Astounding! led the field but now two new lights
were rising, 'The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction! and 'Calaxy' were born
in 1949 and 1950 and by this time had become second and third in quality,

By 1961 the bcom--born also-rans had stumbled to a halt, 'Astounding/nnﬂlog',
'Galaxy! and 'FiSF! competed for leadership while 'If', another boom baby had
overtaken the Ziff Davis palr of 'amazing! and Fantastic' and was gaining fast.
Soon to come were its three consecutive years cf Hugo awards.

In Britain meanwhile Tthings were in = Soery state. wally Cillings was gong,
‘authentic! had folded and the untimely erd of "Mebula' ieft Nova Publications in
sole charge, Now they sold their magezines. !'Seoience Fantasy' faded swiftly into
oblivion thus leaving 'New Worlds Science Fiction' the only British prozine,
though John Carnell's '‘New writings in SF! had now begun to appear.

Today poor distribution threaters even nigh quality ventures. The death of
'Vision of Tomorrow! was not too incredible - Suprise and bad distribution helred
send it beyond hope of recall. The loss of ‘Vanguard' and !Sword and Sorcery',
5till born and the single issue 'worlds of Fantasy! Irom Galaxy (which almost
reminded me of ~Unknown '), probably meant more to the 'golden ape' and S&S
devotees than the average'S.F. reader (if such exists), Hopefully John Carnell's
recent illness (he was hospitqlised,witc.zhf:maﬁism), will not affect his work
within the field and both Dennis Dobsen and Sorgi will contimue to produce the
New Writings' series, On this froni I hear with regret, rumours of financial
problems within the Dobson organisation.

Parallel to the Carrell serles vns D=vic Sutton's 'New Writing in Horror and
the Supernatural‘, originally no further wolumes were to have appeared 'horror!
belng an 'overstocked market', however, Wel, 2 4s now in the pipeline. Sales of
this volume will, it Seems, make or break 'HES' and the way things are I want
current British publications 1o avoid the cammmeal tomb of their predecessors, on
the other hand I am not & 'horror! fapiSEEEEE

'New Worlds' lives again, but only Just. though its re-birth dees include a
regular publisher. The magazine new features some non-SF material and survival in
its new form is g question only the future «will answer,

The future of the 3.F. Prozine seems precarious, apart from old difficulties
they must now compete with productions like *Hew “ritings' and Damon Knight's
"Orbit ! series, which are helped along oy the paperback bocm, luch as I enjoy
these I should be reluctant to have editcrs 222 roaders deprived of s place to
Speak. The traditional type of S.F. Prozine is 21lmost unique in the field of
literature and continues to perform a useful fanction,
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“ith the exception of Assam ord Utter Pradesh, tiger
shooting in India lLios hzen banred because the species
was oeing exterrinatel and required saving. You may
worder why this lav should wequire help but as it stands
thers 1s one small flaw; virtually all remaining tigers
ex Pradesh,
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nos easy, so the result is called
Zope's Time Machine. My aim is
t0 give each issue a general
thems, without insistincg that all
the coatents stick ridgidly to it.
Currently the subject is Cons
wkile there arve plans for others
on religion, FIL iravel and
pollution,
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The front page shows our
lighter side as do the Progress’
items, with the Prozine article
for counterbalance. Issues
acrmelly have a quiz and sone
fiction, here Royal Maze and the
poer Lament. Illustrations vary f .
from vanish to serious (the 5 :éww;_LfﬁfEﬁflu$uﬂ“mmﬂmtam4mﬂmﬂnmwmwmmw,mw
Netermass one beside this blurb'

“h33e pages contain examples from

‘ercy Jecves. Dave Rowe and Andrew Stephenson. Normally there is an editorial, a
letter column and sometimes reviews of SF with the addition of anything suitable.
Finally it is hopel that some future issues will contain items from professional SF
wiiters, several are promised,
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a2 PROGRESS?
LEHEPITHHETHTH Only recently have ke authorities

begun to rialise the social/financial
implicadions behind noisy aircraft. Now that new typas
of alzereft require a quietaess certificzate, the areas
arourd major airports. at present almest wbearable, will
gracdually become less g0, &s older ones are withdrawn
Iror cesvice. This will eventbually result 32 a noise
ssuustion of ebout 50% but evea this cen harély be
expected o satisfy those living nearby. In years to
nons we may expect the introduction of ever more
gtidingent standards,

The ridiculous thought occurs to me that if in the
™ature o visitation from space does land on one of our
rany airports, the crew might be arrested for making too
mech noise, No? Well, it was just a thought.

<ig‘k¥.ﬂ Moo Viewpoint (which is also the name of the small creature on the
N E)L* W) left) is edited and put together by Fred Hemmings with artistic
;}:é;? —_( @dvice from Dave Rowe who also prints it, Copies are available at
5 10p per issue plus postage from 20, Beech Rd., SLOUGH, SL3 7Dq,
éfp Bucks., or by contacting me at the Con.
) Solution to the quiz in the next issue. ,égig:ﬂﬁgﬁfcsgggg;




