lovacon 4

Organised by the Birmingham Science Fiction Group
25th-26th-87th October 1874 Imperial Centre Hotel, Birmingham

PoRele

Following hotly upon the heels of our emission 1.5 comes P.R.2. we have quite

a 1ot to tell you. This is the time when, cluiching cur lef{ hands tc our
collective bosom, we declaim londly "will the public please leave guietly by the
nearest enirance®, avoiding the Egress of course. The Birmingham ZTvening }Mail
today -has a large advertisement by Eritish Rail advising us of the new cheap rates
to see those things we alweys wish we had missed - sorry, those things which we
had always wished to see.sso like The Tower of Londonl Come to think of it, nercaps
we had better visit it soon.

Yovacon Z is coming closer. %We now have 233 registered, some of you
involuntarily. Our hotel rooms have been going like hot cakes - we aave run
of double rooms at the Con. hotel, but guite apart from our personal reminisc
there are no double rooms left, except in the Mew Victoria, so if you want thex
soocne There are still a few s:.ngle rooms in the main Cone hotel, tut plsase :oo‘c
quickly, particularly if you want sometning exotic, like a bath., Prizes will be
given for suggestions as to what is exotic and 1like a bath. Zemember those old Y
Victorian ones with lions feet resting on their balls! We could go too far in tai
direction, but for lo. 239, this is not bad, )

in

Those of you wno have been to Cons bef_‘c*e will know that you cannot throv
brick without hitting an Author, We would request that those of you who are co
for the first time do not try this experiment, as iuthors are easily discour a,:md
anyway, some of them are quite good throwers with bricks. 'e anticipate having ths
pleasure of the Company of Jim Zlish, Chip Delany, Anne McCaffrey, Xen 3ulmer,
Mark Adlard, Bob Shaw, James White, Don Malcolm, Christopher Prisst, John Zrunner
and Brian Aldiss. These we know of, we expect that there will be other perscnalisa,
ineluding many notable fans, which brings us, of course, to our most notakle
personalium, (come, you have heard of a spaghetto}, Ken Slater. Ken is our Zuest o

ow
omni

Hdonour, if you have not realised this by now. Indeed, if you have realised it,
now too late to do anything aboub it, because we are firmly convinced thal this i
man that lfovacon 4 should honour and who will honour us by doing his stuff as our
cuest, There are other personslia - three people with allergies to feather pillous
and one to eggs, two Pekinese and only four veople who want baths. Tobert Zoffman
says there are six people who want baths, btut we think two might only be status
symbols, or perhaps they want to turn them into something exotic, (Pauline says they
may be renting them out); anyway, they should be easy to spot, even by the blind,

Ve have just had a thought. It may be that these two extra baths which appear
to have crept in, may be used as Fancy Dress. If you spot two baths creeping into
the Fancy Dress, please do not pull out their plugs, as their balls will run down,
We should remind you that Novacon Fancy Dress parties usually show a grea* range of
costume, from the thought-u:»—on—the—spur—of—"he-mcment, to the complex rig of a2 24 zun
space corvette actmg petty officer on furlough while being considered for a Zourt
Mertial for performing unsanitary acts with a Tegan Princess (2nd Cls.ss\ waile shs was
unclean, in a bath with lions feete This attempt was unsuvcessf , we scould point oui,
because the epaulettes were meuve and noi the dir‘ty brown required by custom. Thab
should encourage you. Try dressing up as the Vegan Princess (2md Jlass), with lions
feet. There will be 2 prize for the best costume and it and all-the other prizes will
be awarded on the Sundsy.

chairmman: Dr. Jack Cohen
committee: Pauline E Dungate - Stan Bing - Robert Hoffrman
Ariine Peyton - Hazel C. Reynolds




We aim to give you plenty of time after the Buffet to make up for the
Fancy Dress, or to make up for any other omissions. This year the Buffet will
be cheaper, but with more food, less elegantly dressed. We will have baked
potatoes and contimue in that style with chicken pieces and a variety of salad
things; it looks like quite a lot from the promises and the price will be well
under £2,00,, including wine. Please do take some action now about this 3uffet
Ticket, even if you do mot want a room. This is very important, as we must know
the numbers well in advance to get you the best value.

‘ie have decided, at tais Conme., aad we think it is a good idea for others,
to release those poor book sellers so that they may participate in the programme.
(Please note who our Guest of Honour isi) The 3ook Room will be open at restricted
times, for an hour or so, and will close during most of the programme items. There
will be films running at the same time as manv of the programae items, so do not
feel that without a 200k Room there will be nothing to do. The films will be
repeated several times, so that even if you want to do something else, and who dses

not sometimes, you will be able to organise your time. The Art Exhibition, too,

will be open at much the same restricted times. We want totake a lot of trouble
with the Art on this occasion; we are patting on & proper Zxhibition and will be
asking you for your vote for the taree best pieces, so that we may give a prize,
donated by Ken Slater, for the beste 3emember to let us know if you are bringing
irt lork along aand your apnroximate requirements for space. On the Sunday we will
have a general award giving, immediately after lunch, and this will, of course,
include the NOVA. Do, if you have read any Fan lagazines in the last year, nominate
by sending a comment, howsoever brief, to Hazel Reynolds,

|

Qther items of interest:

CCP7 FEYIREMEITS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE PROGRAME BOOKLET
The booklet will be 45 (8% x 5.7/8)inse Printed offset litho.

All copy must be black ink on white paper, any halftones rust be screened and
type set by the advertiser. Please allow three eights of an inch margine

Ratess Pros4ds. 650 - ﬁill paze
£0,75 -~ half page
JonePro £.00 = full page

£0650 = nalf page
FINL CCPY DATE lst September
A1l copy tos: Stan 3Zling,
124, Galton Road,
Smetawick,
warley, Aorcse.
B67 5I8.
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There are a couple of other Cons which we should gzive some space tos-

Firstly, SFancon 5 which will be held gt Ghent in Selgium over the weekend

iugust 30th to September, 2nd, 1974. 7he “on is being held in Tniversity Halls
of Residence and ihe whole weekend can be done on a cost under £25.00., including
travelling fares to and frcm Ghente Full details from Vernon 3rowne

Secondly, there is, of course, SeaCon which seems to have become involved in a space
warp because it has put Coventry in the South Esst. Sincerely, we understand the
problem and we are going to be talking about it on the Sunday morning.

Which brings us rather neatly to our prograrme. So far we are having
Peter \leston talking about his experiences as a TAFF delegate, 1f he survives;
we will have a panel of Authors talking sbout the Hugo Winners; another panel
will discuss Religious Concepts in Science Fiction, there will be a Lecture on
nagic in Seience Fiction! by Tom Shippey and Professor Fremlin will sketch in
some technological solutions to our pepulation problems in his usual quiet,
terrifying way, plus many other items and all the other promises other Con.
Booklets makeeo
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the next thrilling instalment.
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136.-Seorge Lockse

Can 233 fen be wrong? Wwalt for
Jonestly, I am teginning to look forward

free",
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